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llBll>RA?UJU'M FOh& Mr. w. Park Armatrong1 Jr. 
lpeaial Aaaiatant. tor beearch and lntalligenco 
0.partment ot state 

ath retermce to th• quest.ion aa to what actual ar potentia L damage 
to the commnnicationa aecurit)t ot tho United St.at•• 1111.ght result rrom the 
public dillaloeuro ot the contmt.a ot t.he subject miarot1lm• it ie at this 
JIQillfg\t p01dble o~ to litate the tallowing1 

1. 'lithOUt an opportunity tor communication security techni :al par
eonnet to examine the tU.. it ie impoead.ble to .u1m any oategoricll. 
•t..atementa ae to posaible dUBge. The reason tor thie i• that although 
the allepd period covered b7 th• ad.arot1la - namq, earl;y 1937 to April 
19'8 - would perhape not deal with the •thode and devices current.lJr 
fllOl4.07ed b7 &llJ' United States Ooverni.'"lltnt department, including th• Dep&"t
•Dt of st.at.a, O.partmnt of th• Anq, Department ot the Navy and Depart
.-nt ol the Air Force, it ia barei,- poeeible that new devel.opr:aent1 in 
:PftJ&ffad dt.tri.ng the stated period llllght tom a pa:rt. ot the aubject. matter 
ot th• :tila. Theao dwelopuent.e have culDd.nated in th• Jll'O(luctio:i ot the •chino• and aptema current]¥ in uaeJ and while the diacloeure or these 
dcwel.opaenta would net. •k• it poaaible tor a toreign power to or:rpt~• 
United S1'at.ee oocaunioationa, it would pl.Ace in the ban.is ot that torai.gn 
power or;Vptogra)id.a ,Prinoipl.ea o! auah aoundneaa •• to h.ave aerl.011.a reper
cua.S.on• upon United Statea aoanunico.t.S.on intelligence capabilities if 
1t1ch principles were adopted tor ita own uee. 

211 With the aceptJ..on noted above it 1a believed that d1.ecl-011Ure ot 
UV' 01'7ptograph10 Wormation aoyering •t.eriala actuall7 in uee auring 
the ,peri.od et.ated would not, reault in llJJ1 Cor189<Jl.,t.1al damage to the 
OOl:lblllftlc~tlon ••curity ot the Onitai States ao tar aa ac-ncorna cut"rent or 
.tutu.re oomD.llliaatioll8. 
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SECRET 
). !he pibllc diacuaBion and publication o! & cr.Vpt.o,graphic 

1.ntormatlon concerning pri.nciplea or method• used bJ" the United Sta.tea 
Ckn'e~nt would not be in the interest ot national aecurit7. The polic,y 
of the government ha• COll8ieten'tq been to withhold aucll inforAl!ltion to 
the greatest degree poadble. 

BAR>LD a .. HAYES 
Colonel, Signal Corpa 
Cbiet, ltrfl¥ Securit7 A&•n~7 
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