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April ' 1919. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF· 

Subject: The T. and T. ~ipher System. 

l. Attached is a letter to the Secretary of War from 
Mr. George Fabyan, of Geneva, Illinois, in which Mr. Fabyan 
transmits a decipherment of a cipher message which he asserts 
was submitted to him -oy the .American Telephone and Telegraph 
Compe.ll1' as a test message ttfor the plll'pOBe of ascertaining 
the possibility of its decipherment by the enemyn a.nd on the 
basis of this decipherment asserts that "the enemy can deci
pher messages sent by th.is system." 

2. I:na.smuch as the A· T. and T. system has been and is 
used for Army messages of the highest importance a.nd is re~~
ed by Army experts as absolutely indecipherable, a caretul i~
ves tiga. ti on of Mr. ~J>yan • s claims has been made. 

3. It appears: 

a} That the message deciphered was n~t submitted 
as a test message but as one of two concerning which it was ex
pressly stated that ~~ey undoubtedly could be deciphered and 
that they did not represent the system in use. 

b) '.l!h.a.t of the four messages suomitted to Mr. 
Fab;yan on June 11, 1918, as test messages, not one na.s been 
solved. 

4. It is recommended that the attached letter. signed by 
the Acting Secretary of War, be sent to Mr. Fabyan. 

2 enc. 
bbm 

•i 

M. Churchill, 
Brigadier General, General Staff, 
Director of Military Intelligence. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
Jlal'Oh •• 1919. 

ee clanpm of tJae eo-o&Jl_,. iaiaol;p!l8n'ble Jladb$na Ol:pben.' 

I. 

we ue lnfollll94 •• a·._, mmw ·otJ)te• •" lubmltte4 
to ti.e' llQUbaatJ tor &'8 111e ad; 1llL40\1bteG.r, '118 laeat OJaG waa 
mm AMBBIO.U t&IPBOBI .AD 1-,.DAPB oourm•s ODRIB nmm 
!ILICNW>a MOHbE, WUO, W8 D4el'etaa4t 1'188 840»te4 'b1 the De
JBl'taeat alter .- »eputrmaat MA beoa aeaue4 'bJ ''" _.,.... 
ti.lat at.a o&,,_. 1MI lzaleolJlaienbl•• 

a 918 AllUloan teiepbcme aa4 M.G8i'&Jh OOIQDI 81ibml. tte4 tile 
following teat _.a_,. to Dlvel'bank tu tlul. PQ70se ot aeoenam
lna ae poerJlltlitv ot i• eeo1p1Ma1at ._, flbe enenv• 

DAPPP PNrJ I.um 8'8~ RSV! -- -· 'llCll J4IJll 8J.S8K ,11'16'1'0 wrsaa 
Ws 211fl llSGC! -Ol'U& lfi8U tmPal LUU 44VU8 4111.A.. ffHI SOll'lD 111.AO 

DW DRU GJ7GR BCIGl!rO 8DIQ l1JDIQ Bn&P non DQD AJQDI 7BDtl. MVOP 

.An.AB KODll •• .,. SI.OD nm VJABJ IU76 'DASW.B NIU lm.Ta& 61QllV siI.SJl 

.LDPI l8BU aom DID GfQll O&B8 YGWSr VllDf BYOJ8 ... cionP DOBOS 
-

114101' GVJ& mxn JQJ'D8 AiQDI ~ DOU OU4Q6 VILVA .,...,. GDIQ! E'IOOll 

, .. .,, A1mAZ enD :IDl&I OUIA DQl8 amnn 5JQJ m WD1U Y.&04 LEf8t 

IGaVa RlclW 6J>S11 Rtt4 ... ram area YOlUll Qr.L6B mrlGW 6U1t'I DJ.TO 

BOJD mu ma aw st.nQ HQDKB 4BYPi. eapg IVODG sea.1 UfDJ IQtf8B 

man mvr · •u BD417 8*' aura - BGOD IGl6» 7MT ar&BQ DCGJ 

~ JlLD. 

·I 

BUGAJ>UB &:$111W. IBO\!IR -00 ~ LBVUDWi "8 IKPIO!ID to .AlllllVa A! CM..Al&!I • 

BAWIDAY ~L I w1m J.lVISJOliJ 801. 249 AD "' AllL\L SQUADBOQ 11 12 AD ~ 

UGIA.lt 149A'ltn 16 86 AIDlt .&MW.BBi' SlllOllOIS 40 41 AIMS BOStl!AL Sllllf lOBS 
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J;n Wlf•PI ~ -~ - tlils ~11•• ,.. a , • ._,~ ., ''' 
~atmee888; .e ventue .tbe •»•• Oat tae ....., om d$.tl:pbe11. ••~s 
. sent lw tldt st•tmi. _) , · 

3-apeotf\Q.J.v anlbidtW. '°' 'i• llat.olaati.•·· , . . 
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WARJ>EPu·. . -~ 
·9FFlOE Oi'' ,m CHIEF bl!' S!l!AFF 

WASKIB!fOll··. 

-4! GGQJ:tge ,,_~ 
lli'r,....__.._....,- Wo · 11.Ai'iea --~ ra~. • . ~- ·~,~~-4!" 

·Deal" :~u•: 

•. 1,f'l.$. 
, I . '. • • 

. t'Qaf. ... $1.f_I'· of ~- 2* ~seii;g tb8 -oplnt.OQ tbit tb6 
..._, ... 4eOl:PM, -~····· 1W' ~ .... 4Et"t1s.el v - .AIQ.$P.. 
~ M~ an4 fe1.epi&pll o~~- lo oot&J•t1~ wl1* _,•tt• o• 
~ wu -~--~ i.e t•J..vei --- o-81iletatlot.a. .. 

r-~ ,_ ·no'- i..tt-. *": ~ :lil•~•totf ·-. mee-i 
sage. '°" "i;ve aol•e.4 ·-.e: •1»124tWt to N•• l $ WO~. DO-t •.s a 

· t«ts:t ••"818 lnit a• ®e c>I -two •n 1'~ · ~· "tUOh t• ·••• ax»nllSll' 
-tole u.t ~ ooali ..... btt;llJ ,., 90l'f.d e.iia thaJ ~ asa. !µ»' • .,_. 
ree•t tile mtaa $a ~. . 

i 

, ..... SS9$G8 IJ'Ql'tt[llJEtUthllJ tb6 ·••• bi USf WU~~ 1 ~ 
Ci~•- Sil-lttel t.~ gfSti $$ ttt&J\._~-. tt ~ ~OMt4 $rl teoipf&e.t-

. i111 otJ'8. • ot t))Oae, f~ W1-U:. ·~-- the 1Dse'Odl'J of the qstem. 
$ ~l4 lie ~'~s~ to· ·i=.~ ~00 ~ •haye ~ ttila, J 

1 t_aoa Qt). ·\1111'.ti: 
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~test C~Otie)J.9 
a-ot&.sa seofttail'H o.: war. 
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