Q4. Given the nature of today's communications, how does NSA ensure that it is legally
conducting its SIGINT mission?

A4. Given the nature of today's communications, the pervasive convergence we see in those
communications, where everything is connected to everything, NSA has to ensure its compliance
through a variety of mechanisms. We first work very hard to understand the nature of the
telecommunications domain. We also work very hard to understand what our explicit authorities
are in traversing that domain in the hunt for foreign intelligence. And finally, we, from the
moment we design our systems, to employing those systems, to sorting through, sifting through
what we might get from those systems, ensure that at every step of the process we worry not
simply about what we've obtained, but whether we had the authority to obtain it and whether
we've treated it in exactly the right way.



