through CIA In 1958,
ensure that any mfonmtlon “mdica pertain

or interests of the U.S. to such an extent that it may reqm'e the 1mm$diate attentw
other members of the National Secunty Council must get to the premdent wnhm ‘
recognition that it meets Critic eriteria.” :

(U).During the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962, when. the Sov:ets placed aff
merely ninety miles away from the U.S., President Keuedy carne to understand
SIGINT alerted the president about the posture of Soviet forces. He had ordered a
Cuba, and before any official pronouncements from Soviet f premier Khrushchav,
SIGINT that the Soviet ships advancing toward Cuba had titned back. v

(U) Because of his experience duting the Cuban Missile C‘nsm K;ennedy‘ WaS
White House have direct access to SIGINT. Kennedy wanted more information in. addi
Consequently, the Kennedy administration drew up the. plans for the White House. Situation me
Unfortunately, Kennedy did not live to see his plans come to fruition, but he achieved his goa! of d:rect
access to SIGINT for the White House. On-time delivery of SIGINT improved v wuh the ﬂp&ﬁmg a’f the
White House Situation Room during the Johnson administration.

(U) The White House Situation Room is a twcnty-four—hour watch ofﬁce lcgc&

eclassified and approved for release by NSA on 12 26- 2006 pursuant to E O
2958, as amended MDR 513971 .




able to kecp Uaﬁ?k Of“What mféhnatmn we. sent to them; Thashan&fgelecnmof 1tems tade. P@SA. ’ :;
to the White House very eﬁ‘echvc - _ _ ) _ S

(U)Asa llalson oﬁicer McManus stancd gomg to the Whlte House once a Week Duem

expanding needs wch as the Vletnam War and the 1967 Arab—lsraeh Wa:' McMamm soonbegan maktng
that trip daily, o \ T & =

(U In 1969 McMarnus becae’ dlrector of the Whlte Hox;tse Sltuatzon Rﬂom and tfcld the posmmi
until 1974. McManus’s experiences demeonstrate that 2 greater levet of ﬁe&ihilft?f'iﬁi?s tinies require
for effective customer sipport. He setved both the: Johns;m and Nixon administrations, whick mea

had to change his prgcedures to mect mdmdual emem Styles McManus oﬁ‘ red the f@
description: : e apd

battle updates casualty reports, and ather 1nformatxon about the Vtetnam War We '
meeting the president’s demands becausé the military always'gave us ten times tnote infot
we wanted. Johnson frequently came to the Situation Room {6 ponder over SIGINT himself.:
consumed with the war. He went so far as to issue orders to freld: commanders on whfme thcy shmﬂiﬂ
locate their troops. : _

(U) “Walt Rostow, national security adviser during the Johnson aduumstrahon, mku
personal approach. His office was down in the west wing side of the basement close tothe Slttmmm ;
Room. The Situation Room was his first stop each morning when he came to work-at 6: 30 W&gﬂﬂ* ;
him a personal briefing on events as well as the traditional written briefing with itern snmaxmness Hemd
the duty officers were on a first-name basis. He had a voracious appetite for SIGINT ARG e

(U) “President Nixon and his national security adv1ser Dr. Henfy Klssmgcr werﬁ more alwf‘ ‘I?r
Kissinger quickly abandoned the office that Rostow had occupied. He moved his office:away from us;
out of the basement, to the first floor to be closer to the president. Briefing materials for the: premdem
went through Dr. Kissinger. If we received a Critic, we called Kissinger, not the pmldant E priunate Iy,
Kissinger lived close to the White House, about ten to fifteen minutes away. There were many umgs
when I jumped into a staff car to bring Kissinger significant information in the middle af the mght

(U) Delivering information to the appropriate White House ofﬁclal in a tlmcly fa&hmn as of | |
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