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SUBJECT NUMBER 86-36/50 USC 3605

USCIB: 29.17/2 Ttem b of the Agenda for the 10 ating of USCIB,

held on 12 March 195h4.

Subject COMINT Arra ements with Third I
(usc1B 29.17/1

THE CHAIRMAN recalled that this problem",ha.d been discussed in
executive session at the last meeting, a.nd. : sked. Genera.l Ca.nine if he
wished to present further information. : ‘ Lo

GENERAL CANINE stated that there wa.'s' two fa.cets to his p‘rob‘lem;,
the first of which concerns his specific reply to the British. Provid-
ing background information, he reca.lled tha.'b 'in 1951 the Brit " 
roposed that USCIB ee to the / / L )
and that USCIB had voted to d.isa.pprove the request on 12 Octo'ber
1951. 'The most recent request, he said , which was received in la.te

@ _Docerber 1953, asks USCIB approval of anl \
__jand the U K He poi t that these requests
perallel closely our requests: concerning 'which were tebled with
the British some three aths go. He expressed his opinion that we
will not get a rep 2 Juntil we have replied to the British
request concerni / pnd, accordingly, moved that the Board a.pprove
the request (re Tow before it

MR. SHELDON seconded the motion.
GENERAL CANINE went on to poin‘b out that he will never be able to

satisfy some o ‘of the consumers until he can receive.
intercept fro j

CAPTAIN TAYIOR reed paragraphs 5 and 6 of Appendix "P" which
. indicate limitations on such negotiations with third partiles.

‘I'HE CHAIRMAN asked if it would not 'be best to be perfectly frank .

he B a1 o obtain simy valofthe
cases. He said he would. a.gree to sign a letter to
airman, ISIB, on the subject 1f the content of such a letter would
have approvel of the Department of State.

MR. ARMSTRONG suggested that the matter be put squarely to
Brigadier Tiltmen and, through him, meke arrangements for simultaneous
action on the two problems.
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cet gof this problem.

her ‘we shoqld. depend upon the
British to supply v von ] or go int:ﬁ:l on
our own as we did i . He a.d.d.ed, tha.t by going :Ln ourselves we

THE CHA ]
mation which the ””, 2ou. ! ’ |

GENERAL CANINE replie affirmtively, sl
received some very fine in:t‘ormtio from the i

the bulk of what we knoy ;
It was h:.s opinion that’ 'bhel |have the greatest

degree of COMINT sophi’tiaa.tion of a.ll thel Icountries.

NERAL CA] INE replied. that the British are a.lread,y there under a
”a.rra.ngement of 1ong standing, made by Brigadier Tiltman
_apd maintained on an undercover basis. He added that

g : relations are of e more recent vintege and came into
bout 'bhe time that we were a.t’cempting to line up with the
‘on the basis of al }to-U.8.-Navy approach. He
explained that our attempted negotiations came to a sudden end when the
‘broached to us, at Boa.rd level, a request for a.pprova.l of U.K.~

' arrangements. | ‘
GENERAL TRUDEAU informéd the menb fs that he was working infars
mally on an approach made by the , through the USMA in

for exchange of various ty:pes of high-grade lIntelligence including
COMINT.

GENERAL SAMFORD a.skéd if it is the view of the Board that the

ultamie_ohjsﬂmf_cim U.S. policy is to accomplish COMINT agreements
wit "

On the basis of the discussion, THE CHAIRMAN replied that all
menbers appear to be in agreement with such action as an ultimste objec~
tive; however, he said that he had some misglvings about the use of the
word "formal", and that we may have to comsider arrangements of an
informal nature.
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In a brief discussion on the effeet. tha.t such /agr ments may have
on UKUSA relations THE CHAIRMAN asked if there is a pos bility of

Joining with the Br 1ish, on a ’bilatera.l‘
agreements with thei Icountries.

MR ARMSTRONG stated his view that- possihle deterioration of our
relations with the British by teking ind.ependen't action is a metter to
be seriously considered. He suggested that we may now be at a point
where it will be profitable to sit with the British at a fairly high
level to discuse the proper handling of the whole[
He sald that he believes resen‘bmen'b would. inevitsebly run high if we
were to tell the British to go ahead with the ] and then put them

on notice that we intend to compete with them, and added that such
resentment couli_alffect our success in other pa.rts of ‘the world -

for example, in

The menbers discussed Mr. Arms’crong's proposa.]f. and}were in agree-
ment that it offered a possible solution to the many aspects of the
| ] It was ultimately agreed that, rather than
Teply to the British request at this time, as agreed earlier, the
Director, NSA, will discuss the problem informa.lly with U.K. au'l:hori-
ties, either here or in Lond.on, to : : :

e discussed. between U.S. and u. K COMIN'.E
representatives at s 1y high level, and at a.n early da.te. ‘

In view of the foregoing » GENERAY, TRUDEAU expressed. his intention
to withhold for the time being any positive action on the CCMINT
aspects of thEpprmch which he had mentioned earlier. ‘

GENERAL CANINE informed the members that . a.rra.ngements
which may ultimately be concluded with th ‘ on the basis
being discussed will undoubtedly require going beyond. the limitations
of Appendix "P" in the exchange of information. He added his opinion

‘he would not expect
to be as extensive a.s
those provided for between the British and ourselves. ‘ ‘

DECISION: (12 March 1954) USCIB, after discussing the ISIB req_uest
contained in USCIB 29. 17/1, as well as the over-all problem of U.S8.
and U.K. COMINT dealings with individual } agreed
that the Director, NSA, would gpproach U.K. COMINT euthorities infor- .

mally, either here or in London, to determine their reaction to a
proposal that the wholeé

scussed between U.S. and U.K. COMINT representatives at
a fairly high level and at an early date.
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