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11 October 1951

DEVELOPMENT COF THE "("--"EOMER® [“GOMER®] CASE

1. From the sarlier days oD code-value recovery
(1947), 1t was kmown that several Hashiagtom to Moscow
messages of 29-71 Narch 1945 began with the sterectype:

To the Eth Section. Naterials "0%.

The Eighth Section was kmown to recelve political istelligencs,
and the scanty recoveriss from the iatsricr of the messages
confirmed that the contents comcermed foreigm policy amd
ixvolved Sir drchibald Clark Kerr.

In December 1948, further work by SNMENIRERS=.

revealed that the contents wers telegrams from Caurohill, amd is
Jamuary 1949 the origisals were ldeatified im Loadon.

It was thought that "™ was probably am arbitrary code
desigmation. When mames are abbreviated to their imitials,
hﬂimﬂlniihrult-lth—hn-ﬁllttmhhl-

lowsd by a period (Eﬂgﬂlwhth:mh, uhen thers are
quotation marks). theare was 30 reascm to commect "G¢

with a person's mame or cover mame.

2, Separataly, i the New York to Mossow traffie, a short
message of 5 Septembar 1944 was partly worked owt (probably
im 1947 and 1948) readimg:

To Vietor [VIETMR). Aceordisg to advice from
Homer [GOMER], Captais and Boar [?7] will weet about
9 September ia Quabea to discuss questiocas commected
[4 groups missing]. A detailed exposition of Homer's
resume 1z followiag. ;

70 [1 growpe missing]

Captais is Roosevelt asd Boar [7] is Churehill, There was
sothing iz the message to muggest a Mmﬂﬁﬁ'

Nashingtinm matarial of the following year.
- The resuss meniiconed was tranmitted 7 September 1944, JJW

but the opeaing (which comtained the mame "Homer") wag mot =7
solved until much later (orobebly 1951)., The resuns com-

:‘m :ﬂ:ﬂ; occuzatica po n,. mentioning both American
1‘% Y h
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3. A Bew York to Noscow message of 28 Jume 1504 had besn
fragamentarily recoversd. It revealed that Serglus [SERGEJ]
(Vladimir Pravdis) had met a GOMMER (sot GONER 5 Homer).
The contents wers totally umitsown ustil recently asd are mow
knows only is fragmesxts. It was impossible uwntil setual
identification had been made to be sure that GOMMER wasz the
sane as GOMER, as i» mow believed.

h. The link between material "G" and Bew York to Nosesow
messages was forged is the following maxser: Thers is ix -F:f':'"“”E
the New York to Moscow traffic a six-part message of 2 axd 3 2
August 1944. The “"matehing” messages (the omes exciphersd
with the same two-time additive key) wers all ia the diffi-
cult "Greea" code, and caly the most trifliag
fraganents had Tesovered.

In August 1950, lrs. Gray of AFSA recoversd two stretches
which read "work izeludiag the persomal telegraphic corres
sposdence of Boar [? Churehill] with Captais [Roosevelt]®
and "weeks ago 0. was entrusted with decipheriag a comfi-
dextial telegram of Boar's [7] to Captain®., These recov-
sriss wers comsunicated to the British 11 sugust 1950, who
thersupon set wp work-shesta for further recovery work,

The suspleion that *G." was the souree of material *G®
cccurred to pecpls at AFSA immediately wpom sesing lrs.
Gray's work, and this suspicion was suggested to the British
at the sams time,

Subsequent work om this message brought forth tae mug- :
gestiom that G, was married. t o L PTIPE,

5. Om 30 March 1951, trazsmitted to England
the suggestion that G. was Homer [GOMER) and GOMMER., (This
suggestion may have been the by-produst of the compllatiom by
him of an isdex of cover mames.) This ldextificatiom, if
trus, allowsd the plecisg of G. im New York im Jume 1944.

Jume 1951, the Federal Burean of Isvestigatioa reported
t Homer [GOMER], and "G" were belisved to
1 with Domald Duart .
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