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STATEMENT REGARDING ~UEBLO

For Staff Meeting on 26 Ja~uary:

.You have all received copies of thEt memorandum appointing
Ben Price. to head a Task Team ~hich will prepare a report for me on
the PUEBLO incident. I chose Ben beoaui:.. I wanted lomeone who not
only had eXperience in this· kind of study but wal allo realonably
familiar with both the kind. of operation. involved. the area, and the
policies and rogulaUonl under which w. operate. I also wanted I~e­
one who i8 not operationally connected with this specific incident.
As Deputy ADPM, 8en iii ·in·precisely.such·1l position at ·pr.sent. -. "

I think you all reaUze the almo.t en4~el. numb. of'impl1cations
which this incident ~olds for the Agency and the ·.ntil'ei· SIGINT and
COMBEC bus·inesi. I could be coll"eel .\l.,em. virtually a~ any ~oment to
report. fully on thls matter to the Secret., of Defenae. the Jes, or the
White House itself. IfBvitably, Il,will he". to report to U818""not only
on the·compromis. aspects of the 1ndtdent, but also on whether or not
the incident may cause a significant alteration in U. S. collection
and intelligence production capeblUttel ~ It Is almost certain that I
will be asked to report on the PUEBLO to the PFIAB at its regular
meeting 1n a couple of weeks, if not at lome sort of lpecial meeting
which might be called beforehand. Finally. our experience with the
UBERTY would '"indicate that I will be called upon to testify before
C6\lVress even though this was ell,ntlal1Y an all Navy affair. You
may remember that 1t wal I who .poke to Congress on the communica­
tions aspects. of the UBERTY incident eVen thotigh the communications
problems involved in that affair were not really NSA'• problems at all.

I will expect each of you to provide your very best people to
the Talk 'Team ~ or in the case of those elements which are not directly
Jnvolved~ to provide whattwer assJstance might be required of you.

There will, of course. be only a certain Umlt' to which we can
go In our present study: obviously, the full impact of the Incics.nt

.II-ANDiiJ '/fA OCMtN!' QItA-NNBIiiS ONLY

@'pproved for release by NSA on 01-13-2014, Transparency Case#. 63391



will not be known until we recover the ahip or the crew Of until we Bee
reflections of compromise in terqet oomrnumcattcna. Obviously also,
the military situation which has evolved stnce Tuesday 1s pregnant
with the most Qrave poaaibfltttea .

What I envision I then I ie 8 full report prepared as quickly as
pos stble on the sttuetton I and all of its broadest Policy implications,
as W(J know them now. We will then supplement that report 8& new
circumstanoes develop.

I personally have questions which 90 to the heart of Borne rather
profound matters, not the lea It of which is how do my national respon­
a1bllithta for the protection of SIGINT impinqe upon direct support and
other mobile SIGINT operations.
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(b) (1)
(b)(3)-50 USC 403
(b) (3)-18 USC 798
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36

QUESnON: Wbat was the m118ioG of the Pueblo?

ANS1NER: The Pueblo's primary m1a8km wei direct .upport '" NGYy.N&A
wo. not directly involved in either the planning or the execution of the miss1on.

QUEBnON: What, If anyth1n9. did. NSA have to do with the operation?

AWSWER.: NSA was edvtsed on the 13th of December that the operation would
be cOGducted in aupport of Navy requtrejoeuta , NSA, talt1n9 .dvantaQe of the

·opportwUt,. to l.vy ta.klAo on a not-ro-tnterfere basls, lev1ad tasking to the
Navy. 8i.Dce the Pueblo was in Mode 1 operation. 1t wa. not aiy.Uable for
pr'lmary liSA taak1A9. NSA did not heve Bnyth1DQ to do with the t:rack.~ of the
Pueblo, the tJ.Jne frame, eto.

QUESTJOM: \Vhy was the P\1eblo 10 clIO•• ?

ANSWER: In ord. to intercept HF aDd VHF '19nab effecUvely the closet' the
intercept platfonn u to the .curce of IAtceept the oreat« the ~l1ty of Intercept,
81nce VHF is Hne of s19ht .Ild the North IoreaDa.al'e tnown to use low-power
commun!catlon!. it was probably coa.idered DeC••ury by U. Novy to position
the platform a. close a. posa1ble far opt1raum collectiOn ClapabU1ty.

QUESTION: How many of the" ships are there?

- ~~, e : \,.. / -'r.... cl:t\~~l
ANSWER: There are seven tz #3.1 resMn:h ships land three AGERs. 'nttl n Iieal
reaeerch are the OXFORD, GEORGETOWN, JAMESTOWN, BELMONT, LIBERTY,
VALDEZ and the MUllER. The three AGERs are the BANNER and the PUEBLO in
the Pac1f1c and the PALM BEACH I I
QUESTION: In v18w of the recent ))I'01'OCaUve acts by the North l.ore411. what
acUon did liSA take, 1f any. to advise the Navy of the danget involved?

ANSVIER: As soon as NSA became aware of the mia.Lon, constderetton wa. 91ven
to the po.slbUity of advls1nQ the JCS of past experience reqcrdln9 haras.ment, etc . ,
by the I.oreans. On the 29th of December NSA did advise the JCB of the past history
recJardlng reconnalalance effort. against the North lor~n.. 'ntis in.formotlon w••
based on SIGlNT.
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QUEBnOH: W•• W. tile first QPlRtloa of tk1. t.1DAI apfn.t the Nartb ~ocean.?

AJlIWER: Y••• to ay luIowJ.edge W. wu the ftr'n IIS1moo dJRoted ~ft v /
Nortb lorM.

QU&8'!5ON: WW~ ...... we gained from buaument tactics OIl the
I*t of the 1o+1leta. ~. atd Cblne.e.

AN~ rM BUiJlEa. tile fir.. AGER. to dep1cyy, 1••ubjected to Ura....nt
uwaUy oa efWY~-...tby "t••1eIHDt& of the :NaYy t::r fllb.1DQ ~M1.
wbetaer by tile BorieU J CNDt.. Oft watPw.

-
QUU'ttOJl: Wbo ........ dIU ..~?

ANSWER: Tbe JCI-'"Ut" a. of CtIe heb10 OIl 3"••

Q UEstlOR: What ..uItlft tit oa !aoIwd"'t.bt~?
....,---

.... (b) (1)

( b) (3) -50 USC 403
(b) (3) -18 USC 798
(b) (3) -P" L. 86 - 36

v

ANSWDs The PDeWo aonta'•• MIT ...~.... ead NOCII'd... and ancSlluy
eq\lip1Mnt~ to .""it«~,"hqu.D8Y#,'"WP~ II ~ .... It aI-., a.cs.~ flMIDQ bUlly. an
iIictroniCfa jtl~Ui9iace ..alp1a ClIIpebillty~ '. pm.IM. Qwoted to .an1tc:ll'1n9
of &oriet ta1aIMtry. n.e O!Wmenlt-Uou~t Ja ftIppart 01 tM ..anttor'1n9
effort inc1\1ded the lalaat ... __~ 4lle- L iJ~UOA. -rate•• aftUabl.
to the u. S. GO'NC'IJneot. . ,.

ANfNlEP.: We do POt know for ..... W. d. kDliIW tbet~ ... .aoompllabed,
howev., w. do not know tM extent of u-4ettrWltAoo.' 1 atgbt NY, Mr. Cha1nDan,
that we took 1mJned,iate aot1oD to ~• .el'lt furtW CNE ICQlll1M by cban9109 and aupw­
oed!nq t.ey1n9 mat-w kDOWn to ban been aboard u.. r.eh1o.

QUEBnON: How many CAW JR.Ulb«. bad -.eoe•• to WalaJ.g1a1y cla.un.s mater1aJ..

ANSWER: Of the 83 ClhIW m.mber. aboard tbe ab1R. 31 .....Ned .pecial tntell10ence
olearaneea. tncl~ .... tbe 19 Ha..l Security Gr'cup s-:MnDa1 wbo aad intenaive
exposure to aignab intelligence.
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ANSWER: No. lDJury couJd .......".....nit of the cleatruatlon of equ.lpaeDt
or Harth Kcwean aau.c... . .
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