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Epproved for release by NSA on 01-12-2014 _Transparency Case# 63397 /

FORWARGED HEREW(TH, FYI, IS s GIST OF THT "PUEZLC™ INCIDIAT s

q

AN UNPRECTDENTED |INCKENT OCCUARZID OFF THE COAST OF MORTH KSRTA
FARLY THIS MORNING WHEN THREE NORTH KCREAN P-4 ¥QTCR TOAPIDCXOLTS
(WTS) AND ONE SO-1 O7SURVARINS CHASER SURRCUNIED

AND BCARDZO THE U.S.S.PUERLS, A LIGHT CARSe SHIP, WHICH WAS OR A
INTELLIGENCE CoLLECTION MISSION. AT 23/230ZZ, THSPUEILC-- & SIGINT
SHIPRQOARD PLATFORM -~ waAS EMCOUNTZRED 2Y THT KIRCIM SUS CHASZIR aT

4 POINT 22 NAQICAL MILTS FROM THZ NEAKIZST LAND #ASS. THZ KCACOY
VISSEL CIRCLED THE PUSBLO THREZ TINMES DURIMNG wHICH RE XCARCDMS
AUERIED NATIONALITY AND SHIP TYPE. THE KORCOMS THEM SIGMALES

PUTELD TQO HEAYET TO CR 32 FIRID M. THI PUESLO RISPCNZID EY SAYINMG THAT
SHZ waS (N INTERNATICNAL ®wATERS AND BIZIGAMN TC wITHORAn FR0w THEUAZA.
AT chgoz , THREE KORCON P4 CLASS TR'S JOINED THE S3-1.

AT 24167, Tm0 KORVH WIG FIGATERS WERE NOTED CIRCLING THE PUEDLC.

tT gh3572, PUZBLO wAS FIRED ON AND FOUR U.S. PEKChMEL WIRE wOUNDED,
ONT CRITICALLY, THZ PUERBLO WAS SU2SEQUENTLY 2OARDED AT BH4x7

AND FORCED TOWAJ THE KORCCHM PORT OF WONSANG WHEN ROARSED, THE

PURRLO WAS 219 N.M. FROM THT NEAREST KORCOM LAMD MAS. DTURING THE
INCOUNTER THE PUEBLO WAS IN CONTACT wiTH KAM!I SEYA. THT PyU=ZsL
RTPORTED THAT aLL KEYPISTS WERE 2Z (NG DESTROYED, AND DISTRUCTICH

OF CLASSIFIZD MATERIAL WAS PARTIALLY COMPLETZD. HORIVER,SOWE
CLA4SSIFISD DOCUWENTS wibLL SE COMPROMISED. CONTACT wITH THE PUEILLD

wWAS LOST AT @5457 wHZN ALL COMUNICATIQNS ZQUIPVENT ABOARD WAS DESTRCYZS

THE PUZ3L0 OFFEREZID Ng RESISTANCE AND D10 NCT FIRE HER ARMAMFT.
THERE WERZ APPROX %1 CAT 111 -CLEARED PERASONNZL AR0ARD THZ SHIP
AT THZ TIWMEZ OF THZ INCIDE V. _

[S CCNFIGURED FOR SIGINT

COLLECTIQN. 1T HAS SIX CTERCEPT POSITIQONS TCGZTHER wITH ALL THZ RELATE

PROCESSING EQUIPMENT. THE CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS ON THSVESSZL woUuLD
RANGE THRCUGH TCP SECRET CODZwORD. OTHZR CLASSIFIED WATERIAL wCULD
INCLUDST TNCRYPT|ONUND DECRYPTIQN CONuUNICATICNS EQUIPVENT.

SINCE THIS INCIDENT OCCURRED LEZSS THAN SIX HOURS aG3, DITAPS ARZ AS
YET SKETCHY., NSAM HAS ADVISED THAT [T wiLL PRCVIDZ ADCITIOMAL
OZTAILS OGN THE INCIDENT U To THE EXTENT OF THe COMPIOMISIZ AS S0

AS POSSIBLLATE [NFORMATIQN JINDICATES THAT THI KORCOv HavE
TRANSFERRED THE CRZw MIWMRERS OF THE PUEBLOD TO A Siiall PRozACLY

NORH KORT AN VESSEL (20AT) AND THAT THT PUZaLp wAS TEING (o) (1) ’
TONED |NTO WONSA‘E} EE; E;;:fg [Llig 38;
= (b)(3)-P.L. 86-36
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THE USS PUE3LC, A LIGHT CARGO TXANSPC!
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