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Today is the .18th of October 1981. Our interviewee, Mr. 

William Lutwiniak. Mr. Lutwiniak,· one of NSA's foremost 

cryptanalyst~join~d the Signal Intelligence Service as a 

civilian in 1941 as a result of recruitment by Mr. William 

Friedman. Mr. Lutwiniak later enlisted in the U. s. Army 

and was immediately assigned to Arlington Hall in 1942. 

In 1943 he joined the Signal Intelligence Service in New 

Delhi, India, or the CBI Theatre. On this tape Mr. 

'Lutwiniak will discuss his career. The interview is 

taking place in the Pl area, 8th Floor, Headquarters 

Building at NSA. Interviewes Bob Farley. Classification 
-rof . 

of this single tape isJ\.SECRE.T HANDLE COMINT CHANNELS. 

Why don't we get underway? I do appreciate your time; I 

1 
yo Lt; 1-e 

know y~a busy man. But first of all
1 

le.t' s get underway 

and what I'd like is a little information on your teenage 

~ 
days, where you went to school before~military, and then 

we could pick it up, military basic training and Arlington 

Hall and whatever else you want to talk abou~ sir. 

\'iAfti) Lt ~~A eolii .:in ;tr\f\N~tl~-t:llfo~ 
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I ' m a hi g h sch o o 1 g rad u a t e , I n eve r g o t to /"'a n y co 11 e g e • 

My military career is closely connected with working for 

NSA and its predecessors,{r;\_;~ I guess by way of background 

on that, I had an early interest in crossword puzzles 

which led to an interest in cryptogram~ and I entered a 

contest in a detective magazine, Detective Ffction Weekly, 1l - _ _____. ·----· -
-r-t memory serves, which had a cryptogram department 0 ~c~me 

out every week, they had five or six cryptograms in it. 
'11'1 IS 
~ one. time they had a contest wh·ere the first five 

::. -:;oh..d1o~s 
or six allHsioft'S got subscriptions to something called 

the Cryetogram which is the publication of the American ·- -
C;ryptogram{ Soc:iety. I entered the contest and I won a 

yea~s subscription _.L,L\.. ''-~L~,ct,Pwhich got me exposed ,,,~· 

to the great world of ciphers. I guess I was all of 13 

Cf ''"' '5 ... er c i;...:: a t the t i me • I found th a t f ~ c i n a t i n g • . I r a p id 1 y 

became one of the foremost solvers in the ACA and I kept 

that up for some years and then in late '39 or maybe 

early '4~ I got a communication from the Signal Intelligence 

Service, William Friedman, asking me if I'd be interested 

in signing up for the Army extension courses on cryptography 

I ' ' and cryptanalys~s with a view perhaps to subsequent 
It 'no. J b e..r-1'\., 

employment.~ IBeen,Aone of my fondest dreams to some day be 

a cryptanalyst as a profession. It never occurred to me 

that it might actually happenf I didn't think there was 

any such place in the government. So I took these 

extension courses and I worked my way through 
{'/\ 
m·i 1 i tary 
~'\ 

and wilitary 
( ~ C ' I 
tryptography and rilitary ~ryptanalysps I 

TOP-
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c '· 
d:ryptanalysfs 
/)~ c 
military a:rypt 
"'-" .... 

guess I was almost entirely through 

III when I got an offer for employment 

which I jumped at. They asked me how much I wanted clr/4/._ ., .... 

/.JJ! I was then employed in the garment sector and I figured 
wou.\.d 

$30 a week'c:i- be a munificent raise. I asked for that and 
1'-1'-/0. 00 

I wound up getting ~14.40 per annum, per annum. 

FARLEY: That's about a week's salary now • 

.wM-:-Lvh01~1c...k. Then they asked me to get a physfcal and send them the · 
( C.V..o..-~ WM To 
Lv7 w11UIA-1C. TH~t11.>"m ... 1~ill of health from the doctor which I did and I subsequently 

FARLEY: 

WM: /._ - _____.. 

FARLEY: 

WM: 

got a notice to report to work on February 1st 1941. 

This was at the Munitions Building?. 

At the Munitions Building, that's right. I walked in and 

brie1ly chatted with Mr. Friedman who .turned me over to 

my subsequent boss, Solomon Kullback and I ~ent to work. 

And I guess I was very gainfully employed and having a 

lot of fun working on all kinds of stuff, mostly Germane 
·flt e~ was the German sectio~ but we had an awful lot of 

:f-b 
th.e spy ciphers to work on '1> il\ was a lot of fun. The 

place got crowded rather fast and being a young bachelor 

I wound up on swing shift naturally. Matter of fact I 

think I worked the whole war on swing shift. But by then 

we were at war and the draft board was breathing down my 

neck
1

so I got an interview with then/""Captain Hayes of 

s 
the Signal Corp. 

Harold Hayes? 

Harold Hayes, Harold G. Hayes and told him I didn't want 

l!i\NOtE Vifl. co;~: fH ewr:rt5 ON"" t··~ ~·fd11i[. v :...i 
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to get drafted 
3v.~· 

business A I 1·d 

because I was afraid I'd get out of the 

become an infantryman. I asked him if 

there was any way at all I could arrange to volunteer 

~ 
and get inducted into the Signal Cor~ and continue to 

work at SIS. And I explained to him that there was some 

financial difficulty involved bec~use I was sending half 

I ,/ I \.J.-1 M 'I 
my salary home 0 ~'i.ID¥ mother was a widow, I had three 

younger brothers and I worried about that. I guess he 
h 4 V"<-

took some notes and I mustf said the right things in the 

r igh,t way because I subsequently was told to go down to 
. Ci 

the ireyhound bus . ' ... 
J'u:,tJ,ei'I, . a n d e n l. i s t 

York Avenue J~l#eU~~ station on New 
l.t 
~ the recruiting office there where I 

wo~ld ge~p~ders. So I .went down there and I· passed the. 

physical,· wasn't much to that, and the sergeant there 

ga.ve me~~·nderstand /~they'd been expecting me,J,6~ 
/\.,ffe-r . . ,_'.' f-l~~ •I 
~I was sworn in he sa1g ~are your orders,)~il-

~ orders .. were to report to Captain Hayes at the Munitions 

Building., 

Beautiful. 

W~nt to Captain Hayes at the Munitions Building, he said, 
11 LJ.e_11 
we::l..~ okay go back to work and we'll worry about getting 

you a uniform and some basic training and things like that. 

Did you come in as a PVT? 

That was the other part of it. He immediately promoted 

\"<: c."" " No 
me to JPexar<, <01f\ it was the three stripes with the T on it~ 

Okay, technician fourth/ WCA.SV''t it~ 

-Jo~ saa- H.~NDLE l..'lA GOi;UH CllMmas O~iLY 

/I 
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That's right, yeah, fechnician fourth. 

Wel~·that was great to come in with stripes on your arms. 

Yeah, that's right, and that enabled me to send as much home, 

money home as I had been sending. And I never did get 

basic training. 

That was one question I was going to ask. 
. -r·t: 

I never did-~ came in bits and pieces. I had to take 

the Army aptitude test in the office under, who was first 
S'e.c,a-i.-..J 

right, in the second 
7 '}oes 

sergeant then, Flynn~ ~ that sound 
,, I ? :e /l 
~l4jl\~ • . -
~~~JI was trucked down to Ft. 

f'/1 ~ eir_ 
M~ along with a 

couple of other guys to get my uni forms t c(J:tl ,~"'\.tba't .. ANH~,.,/ 
tlAaJf> . · 
t..fla.t•~,a-bout ·all there was until the great day when they 

moved the Munitioqs Building to Arlington Hall and all of 

a. sudden heard we'r~ gonna live in barracks. 

That was quite a comedown for a lot of people. 
iJa 

And I, by then I was a tech sergeant I>~~" I was 

, probably was the master sergeant by then, and NCO ACOB 
I 

and never had a minutes worth of basic. 

7' 
Was it rough 1 I ~e?n not completely understanding the 

left and the ri~ht flank and to the rear march and all 

that, or did you have enough sergeants to tell them to 

take care of it? J 
/0 LL 

N~1 I had to do i t 6 q..e~ had to run your own barracks, but, 

you know one has a quick study and the barracks I inherited 
I 

was full of these privates who were all 

/'.\ r \ 
·ai1}\_ out of places like Yale and Harvard 

Japanese studentse 
·-fVie l( : J. 

and NY u.~~.eyA:.d" 

never seen more than two stripes while they were in the 
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Army; had that going for me. Then they found out in 
,.. c_,-,i r·ta"' i\. I is-~ I So 

short order I had a reputation as a cX"ypt;B=Q·efbt15"0-
/'-

there's a loi of respect going there
1

too. And I'm sure 

they aid a fair amount of covering up for my deficiencies. 

How much ;IAJ;/of your time was devoted to administration . 
I 

rather than cryptanalys~s because you were the senior NCO? 

Very little,,very little. 

So you were able to spend most of your time in Building A 

or Bui~ding B, whichever it was? 
tt.l I 

Particularly since.I was on the swing shift and they were 

#rn day shift. 
A 

Okay. So you could handle the administration during the 
~~ l.\.~+11 

day then J:.-;H"" midnight? 

That's right. 

Okay. What sort of an assignment did you get from the 

Munitions to Arlington Hall~ When you moved to Arlington 
I 

were you given pretty much the same duties as you had at 

the SIS in Munitions? 
-t\va.. 

There was a point in time when ..a"' Japanese problem grew so 

much that they needed to beef it up and I was transferred 

from the German section to the Japanese section. I had 

gotten a lot of notoriety as a depth stripper in German 

and they had an awful lot of key to recover on the Japanese 

systems. I'm not sure when I was/ though, I guess it was 

after we flogged the GEE, German Dip System. 

Late '42 or? 

l!P.PtBLE VI~ eeM:rH 61\i-.tiNHS eNL't 
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Yeah,/L,,t~%if and that problem was winding down. So I 

was assigned to the Japanese problem, but Kullback was 

running that too at the time. I guess he'd" already moved 
I / 

over and I didn't have any administrative duties 0 I was 

simply a cryptanalys~ worked swing shift, recovered 

keys 1 ike crazy, and recovered keys that ~\hey couldn't 

believe the next day, day after day after day. 

Just had that talent, that knack I guess. Was Rowlett 

involved at all in the Japanese area? 

In the Munitions Building yes. In those days we only 
o~ ~our~ 

worked DIP problems ~ and then yeah, he ran tne 

.Japanese Diplomatic section. I wasn't in that. Security 

was very good. By osmosis you gathered when they'd broken 

something but the details weren't readily apparent and 
I 

you got the buzz words like MAGIC and PURPLE and the RED 

machine and so on. 

Where those words used pretty much around that area at 

that time? 

Oh yeah, the MAGIC SUMMARY, yeah, and that was clearly 

the. SIS intelligence wrap up that was picked up by courier 

and hand-carried, but yeah, the buzz word, the PURPLE 

machine, that's what we called it, the RED machine. 

Right. If you were to pick somebody as a mentor or 

somebody who guided you during that period, who would you s~~ 

it was? 

Oh, it'd be· 

' f tJ-k i 

Kullback 1 ~~ I always looked 

lj.,\"-~ 
up to himA I 

TOP SECRElStt~lf> (~; riP.t~~a'[tf'JIA CO!lUH e11MiNELS eHH 
......... r..:.. ..... _ ~ ·~ ': ..... J 
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still do. 
6 It\ 

Good o~J.d .. solomon, right? f.\ .,1 \\
1 11 

, ).1u11 v." · ,ar1?"" I> ·' rt~ 
Yeah~ Yeah/ he was ~.fl,f1,Jpkb8!'.L1,_, very ·sensible" ~didn't 

~ ~ ~ 
mince wordsiil(~t\ said what he meant,· nothing devious or 

underhanded about him 0~utV I always figured, gee, if I 
ht..v' e. 

ever · g·~.to·run <3:nY_~hing around here that I'd run it the 

w~~ Kull~ick'dld - and I di~ the best I could. Kind of 

no~nonsense/ blunt, strai'ght to the point,~ 
uj1J~- ·~ w~~ . ~ 
~~the big three iq uniform by then~~_; 

Yeah~ that, ~ou know it's all hazy, so much happened so 

fast in those day.s, but one day al 1 of sudden there was 

Abe Sinkov· in a uniform and Rowlett in a uniform and 

K~'i ... lback in a uniform~~didn't look very military, 

but there they were in uniforms. 

Especially Abe. 

Yeah, full colonels. 

Yeah, right. And then Abe went to Australia
1
Af1\nit4Jvf.,tl\ ::( C: 

was mid '42 wasn't it, or was it earlier than that? 

I think mid '42 is about right. 

What systems do you recall that you were working, on~' 

knocking off the additives? Was it 2-4-6-8 or? 

2-4-6-8, 7-8-9-0. 

b~cause it was never 

I guess those were the two main ones 
fr·bo~ t-

ending0a~~ the time you recovered 

all the additive in the book, they put out a new book and 

there were always key squares to recover and stuff like 

that. 
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Was there any morale problem at all with the military at 
? -n,e '"\ 

that time,~felt that they were working longer than some 
C. t t/1 l1An$ 

of the c_i-l-icrrrs and were making less money? Did you notice 

it in the early days? 

Never bothered me. When I enlisted in the Army I forfeited 

something like, as a civilian, hundreds of hours of 
; 

compensatory time tnat I never got to take and when I put 

on the uniform I didn't change my habits 1 I worked about 

12 hours a day, six or seven days a week, almost never 
1\-.~.Z 

took a day off' -th~ was a war on. Besides I liked what 

I was doing. 

Is there anything else we can put on tape regarding the 
Cf\/ pto.ntJ..\'{ +u:~\ 

Gry~t, the aRal~licel period? What I want to do is get 

to the Japanese where you were sitting and working with 

C_olonel Reifchauer. 
1.\-e, 

I didn't work with Rei~hauer at allt, b~ had the whole 

language end of it and I was on the crypt end. 

Oh I was under the impression that you had been with 

Rei/chauer. 

Nor 

George Reddick and couple of other people A!;i.4.tt• ··\hou..ik+ 5
'', 

Nope. 

And they said that you were in charge. Did you know him 

at all? 

Oh sure, 

But no, he had the job of running the big translation 

~fto't- r, • , . II' r H · ' < , o ' r • "\ II TOr. :::;<f · ~ l th.NU Lt o,fii cG .. :JH Clif.M'-t. ~ S OP1t¥ 
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effort on the Japanese1i -he·ad-i~~ up all the book-breaking 

and training all these young Gis who he hoped to beat 

into linguists, Japanese linguists. He was a very busy 

man. And I had nothing to do with that end of it• Jb·bl 1'c 
book-breaking and the translation was kept very very 

separate from the depth stripping ~and the 

p~,e0y1~ of code charts. 
7 

How closely did you work with the translators,~iJ{v~~ 

sf .you had a problem or if you could help them or they could 

help you, how close was the liaison? 
1hel{'d, 

It was sort of on a who-you-know basis 111 ·1::11~ come to me 
.....-

and ask if this recovery might not be correct or I'd go 

to them and say, this group hasn't been noted yet and yet 

I think it exists and it ought to mean so and so qnd that 

kind of thing. But that would be because some of the 

guys I was doing business with were guys in my barracks 6 

4ha.c 
a-nd th~ would lead to other contacts who would seek me 

out. , But most of t.hat work was done by day and there I 

was from swing until the wee hours of the morning. 

was liaison discouraged among the various elements in the 

building? 

No, it's just that everybody had so much to do that there 

was·~~e to develop generalists, people who saw small 

pieces of all the action. 

How much machines or, well, what did they call them in 

those days, I guess it was early for computers, but how 

HANDLE VIA CUM.NI CtlANUELS GPlLY 
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'£oil 

Yeah and the Y1i;ryl National 

11 
7 

7 J.f-ot.U 
Cash Register equipments, h-@w· 

lt~. of 
much help 1. what value were those in '42 and '43? /\ . 

;{,1 A /\, 
and~ 017 they were quite valuable until ~we got IBM 

Wl?A'~ able to .sort and collate. We couldn't have gotten very 

' 
far hence the.German Dip and of course they·ran the SIS 

OI.. . p'cfto..n u,... p - ·--f a.r r 
on ~;mere p-itam:e ijp--~ of the reasonV we went on 

swirig shift was so we could use the IBM setup in the, 

I guess it's the adjutant geneial's sectiono I forget 

what they called it then, logistics. Anyhow we used to 

go down about 4:30 - 5:00 when they got through and run 
Cof/a"101'5 

all the sorters and collate? and everything else right 

into the ground. Sometimes ~we'd render inoperable 

fo~r, five, six pieces of machinery, but we'd get our 
· .. We· A. 

job done• w.e~~go back upstairs and I don't know what 

th~y thought of us when ~hey had to clean up the next 

morning, troubleshooting all that stuff. But gradually 

we got our own IBM facility in the Munitions Building. I 

guess it was Rowlett who~was sort of an electromechanical 

genius as well as a cryptanalyst. He put some things 
. ,,) JM ·). { Wit. s 

together, one of which was the GEE WHI~ER~ ~fa way to 
we1<\kts-; . A · 

solve transpostions mechanically by log Aw~~ . 

Di<l you ever~ in the earlier days, feed anything into the 

Bombes or were all .the Bombes in Europe for the Enigma? 

No,I think ftv~ we got one, but this is hearsay on my 

TOP~ 
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part because by then I was i n the 1~,/Jit. . 
Sir do you remember the organization structure of the 

I 

period, mid '42s that you were involved in? 

Not very well b~~ause even now I see nomenclature, two 

capita~ B, smali rom~n numeral and a small letter and I 

. . . c.c.-
for the life of me can't attach any s1gn1f1can-t;.s.. at all. 

You.can't, no. 

I can't even give you the wheels who running various 
. ,.__ 

things. I know Kullback was running the whole Japanese 
R-e.1~v..o..u.~ . /. 

problem and .~~~~under him was running the 

language part of it. But I don't know who was directly 
'• 

below Kullback on the crypt end, who I should speak to. 

I don't think I ever saw the guy. I don't know who he was. 
·· · .. AP L Zl~ \:.vo5 

Yeah. ~i;,q:z;-/1" did.n' t come in until '43 did he, do you 

remember? 

Yeah, in those days he spent his time 

office and it was in the Headquarters 

mostly in Friedman's 
~h~J 

Building~ very ,... 

little, almost nothing ·to do with operations. 

Yeah, I first remember him in mid '43, so I guess he'd 

been around there for a while. 

And that was about the time I guess I got shipped to the 

Ail 
\f)0...5 
&i~Co 1 on el Ar re 11 1f;{'J.<t,t1P{o/' a 1 i ngu is t? 

Oh yes, yes he was. He may have been in charge and then 
Q c. \ (!ho..u. '<..( 
ReisRauer worked for him. 

Could be. 

-, -~,. z A F'f 
, . I llPINBLE '/IA ee;-ldH etlM~Ma~ Of1L'I 
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Yeah of course it was Colonel ~Trer:r, a chicken colonel, 
\<-e\ cl\~ \A~ 

and I don't think Riooh~~er was at that time. 

I don't recall. Oh I agree that's a long time ago, kind1 df 

hard to sort it out. Shall we move to CBI now or is 

there anything else that you'd like to talk about still 

at Arlington Hall? 

CBI or were you~, 

Okay
1 

did you volunteer to go to the 

" + ·; 
~ e '"\ . 

Oh no, no, I was ordered. There was a time when a lot of 

the guys were volunteering for OCS and going and coming 

back as lieutenantsPj~ Kullback called me in his office 
~ \\ .. :r: 

pne day saystlSergeant Lutwiniak~~figured he was mad at 
' '::.~\d iif,5 ~ f}.e.. "' ' ,, 

me. I~A B~ 1 ,sir• said I'm· ordering you to go to ocs. 
· . ~ ·A I . 

" . 
I sai~ I d6n 1 t want to, why should I waste three months 

when I can be solving all these things and strippi~g all 
4 0 l r.q -to ' ' 

this keyi I'm not g-0-i:n'l"' be more valuable to 'you. as a 
fl~ I\ ·, , 

1 ieu tenant than I an:i as a .sergean.;; ··~a id) I'm 'ordering 
I I 1 '~ . 1\{ U J I I ']._ . J. ' ._-

' you. I said, fj!i¥, I'm not,, salute-" and I walked out. . "' . ' 

It was shortly after that I got orders to go CBI .• : I 

doh't think there's any connection. I think th~ Pacific 
+o 

war was getting to the point where they hadAaugment the. 

very small effort they had in New Delhi and I was o~e of 

a group of how many others there were, eight. 

What date was this, do you remember, was it in '43? 

I think that's right. 

That would be early '43. 

Yeah. 

MA~JLE 11 ' o cerun Glir.PiMEts .eHL!f 
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How did they select them? Were they all, quote, volunteered 

or they needed certain specialties? 

Well let's see. ~Two of us were cryptanalysts, Dirth?~ 
0 V\ ~ . .I-': 

and Lutwiniak~ o-Re~was a traffic analyst/' named Pickering, 

two were japanese linguists named Henley and, what the 

hell was that other 
. )-t 

Murphy 41 )/~was just 

1 ( /{iAo ffi u 
guys name, anotile' COMSECer named 

·i 

sort of a slice of the cryptologic 

ta~ent, all Gis, all non corns~ 

What was your' directive, what did they tell you to do, --t:-e-
t"1 Io 

go over a:rid s.etup a SIGINT intelligence service support 
? . ~ j? 

.... element; ~ o"" w a.. · 
• -'t 

No. We were carrying sealed orders. 
~e"ti'1 n '{ 

was some deal. Started out ge-t:t~1'on a train in Washing~on 

and going clea·r across the country to some camp in - , . w~ 
~alifornia• ~stopped there for I guess a month then 
. s~~~Ma..11 
we went up to Northern California, Camp ~' yeah 

o.utside of Pittsburg' Sat there fo~ another month.;. ,~/it W.e. 
bk1l.uu 1-:' 6.w r~ ... '(1,ei.\ 

heard. they were building our ~'R'~ ship., ~got 
• · ·1 . I == . • (>) (..I iOcrN 

shippeq south to Ansa· and finally got on thi~-B£.-Rn:_ 

ship which was brand new. We got ft~/ aboard and they went 

~ r\A..lk ' 
around the hull but once, that was the shake-down ~rews, 

\he.'\ 
a-A~Y lighted out for India, by way of Australia, 
l.,.Ul\O.. er n c 4 "Wi 
_Jlll~h Australia, unescorted. 

. 1 H-trw- t r \0 Two months trip, ~tlong did it take? d t . /\"2L.SW\<.\\o\l2l-
11.. llo'ctt'l-l G .~ . ~ [10 t> 'i).X I 

Two months. One stop/YJf.e·1P::~1-e~M7a~rJAA~~,it. take on 
rt · ~ Rv.X . 

fresh water and vegetables,. ~()"-it was a cargo shipft-~,4\ lv <ts-

TOP sHff 
t1MH3LE VIA eoM.NT el'IAHNHS CNLY 
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d . . . r'M' U~Vl loa ed with mun1t1ons,;a ... tfv1JJ1Jr.deck were crates 0 I think 
. l 1 Jf't '1'~ e.\'- f 

they were P- 3 8 f i g h te rs,, ,t1D·~k~~1~1~-h·~tl)::i-e.,tla., were 
•' I' 

call,ed dog houses right on deck, one on each Std-e... two w.ha t we 
111 

of the ship andAthose dog houses were ensconced, eight 

sergeants on one side and eight sergeants on the other. 

oss 
The eight sergeants on the other side were all ~u~ wess ~ 

~~ . ~ 
men 0 tfteUJ\ were just as close-mouthed as -jt;~~~~we were. 

After we'd been at sea I forget how long, I guess we'd 

,I already crossed the equator and gotten initiated into .the· 
1\01.ia.\ od~·(" of S\\e_\\\ntcl.t~ I~ QV\e_ . 
~eyJ;t-ll.._J4"f'de-f\_~eJ..'\l..be-«-~I~ of my chores was to take 

a bucket and .climb ~p at the crowsjnest and get the eggs. 

What a mess." 

The guy in charge of nominally, your transportation 
a. 

.office5 lieutenant, very strarige n~me, his name was 
M\ . 

Larder, his initials were M1": They called us out on deck 
d.o..'\ \\ · . 11 ·' 

one sunny and said I'm gonna renew your orders men, ,,<f,dJM I 
'.\,., W ~\•:e._""""'J. f'. . ~ "QLL" . . 
~~e-r:~ to the guy next to me, ~Ii orders are to report 

II f-1.-e_ 
t ~, the S I S i n New De 1 hi , Ind i a , ~ fi.<ef.. r ·ea d s. h i s orders , 
~ ~~ u 
vlf0'1J{~report to the SIS building in New Delhi, India. 

Oh you had known that you were going there? 

Why sure. 

' Oh yeah, okay. 
qu."i5 

They tried to keep it a secret5 f?~'bA4The OSS g-~didn' t 

know. But I don't think they were going to New Delhi, 
We. 

they probably went to Burma 9 ~never saw them after. 

After we landed in Calcutta, we never saw them again. 

TOP SEetteRHT llil:NBLE VIA C6M.NT 611MiNELS BPllY 
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k"oe ... po re. (?) 

But from Calcutta we were trucked to a barracks,;:;Os}:g 

,~'~comes to mind.- I don't know if that's the right 

name, but it was on a lush golf course where we had an 

intercept station. I can recall visiting at the intercept 

station during our stay there. But then we got trucked 
OY 7 Nor 

up to/\:t1,49't~ti6tA11t~ti*l\~ere we flown. l!_ftJ I guess we went 

by train probably, to New Delhi and lived in tents for a 

while until we got barracks in town and checked into the 
.. Sts 

Mu-aitiofl~ Building and went to work. 
WkiL+-

6id7 wh-a::t,;\sort of an operation was already there for SIS? 

_, J Jv .:;r=t . 
Very smal 1 one·. ~'l4-)L was skeletal. The guy in charge 

was a Major Martan and he was responsible for· all the 
s D '"It- ·· 

usual things, fignal, intelligence; .. ~/) was understaffed 

CA,~ almost no equipment"~'! was horrified to find 

out that the. systems he was pro~tilgating in the CBI 

Theatre were double-transposition systems with literal 

keys fo~ derivirig Tl and T2, instructions for use/you 

know, don't fill the matrix and things like that.p!».(v1p1}' 
. ht\.J . 

thought that wa~ pathetic because I~ a lot of experience 
'u--~ 

0.n t,ransposi ti on systems ~used by the German spies in 

_s.outh America, j{µWI knew how subject they were to abuse 

and it just doesn't stand up. And they had a series of 

related things from which the derived keys, English 
· - - s-a. Y J I f 

phrases d~1.,a1.l}'iU:t1<tie,ti you know1 if you made a recovery, you 
- /l -'t'ht.- a ,,J, 

could recover the two keys 0. ~literal keys/\. see how they' re 
Gr~IA.\;ll I~ 

related and get an idea~~~~- I could just see 

TOP Sl.tllt - Hf.NDLE VlA COM.NJ CliANNH8 eNL¥-
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our s~uf4_:eing ripped to 

he do~.J/7'.had no material 

pieces and yet what else could 

~to get our good systems or 
-·- , 

anything else. They greeted us( boy they greeted us 

because that meant they were free to go ba~k to the States. 
7 

Is that right, they had served their time over there,.~ · 

' 
I e a_ { e_ • 11' e '-/ ~"" u. s + h a V' e. 

them"~~ 

Yeah. 

That's unusual that they would let 

accumulated their numbers of points tvbfi\:'.: 
. 1V '· J., . 'M. 

Well no I think they had two or three years in~ they 

simpty were due to be replaced. 
Ov...f c CJ. . . . . . 
~-~as Leonard/ col(;<riel, 

yeah lieutenant colonel then, and la~er chicken ~olpnelp 

Maj.~r ~~Vvv\,v~~ f.3,~lc V:,1~.t, 
Oh yeah. 

~ . 
He was maJor 

. ~,)::· 
in the Munitions Building I guess~ . 'I . 

-~reminds me of an incident. When he came on board to 
.. 

take over the swing shift in the Muni tio~s Bui ldi ngJ~'. t. 
~ 9rDwn 
had• gEeen by then, enough so it· needed an officer-in-charge. 

He came in one evening ar;td he had ;Jlt an intercepted crypto-

gram from~ t guess it was one of the spy networks in 
· · H~ . ,, H~e1 

South America-sJJ·f\said
1 
~Bill, see what you can do 

with this~AAJ~just tossed it on my desk. Well it was 

'~ Jt 
transposition~ it was single transposition, i-t;\had a 

/ . \"' 
lot of X's in it and then,~ 

the thing together, solved it, 

rather 
-:rt 
~was 

short order I put 
.S~rvr. e_ f1;. I 'I\ \ 

English,, -§.OmethlA'!J .... 

about a ship movement and cargo out of some port in South 

America and its destination.Jr-fft\I put it back on his desk 

l:IHWb~ 'JIPr 60MJH Clh'\ffNEL~ eNL I 
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~ . , ·'v~r1 ,, 
and he looked at, tte said, t~U:-t( good1 Bill. 

. \J) ~.Qyl 
back to work t )futv\b.e~_ he turned up in 

And I went 

the CB I ~{p,6,(£,{AI 
1s Lieutenant Colonel Bickwi~, Chief Signal Officer of the 

I au..ess . he.-. 
Theatre. ;:i, (>414}0 I remembered that and I wound up 

sort of ru~ning the whole crypt effort. There was a 
Soci..~\ J 

, l .. . I • 

nomi n·al cap ta 1 n f:n charge, S t.owbr idge"' s-e~- right? 
. 4'ou.I" i 

FARLEY: Yes. That's ~hat, I heard from three or people who were 
,,\ 

WM: 

FARLEY: 

WM: 

th~re ~haf y~u ran tH~ operation. 

Yeah •. An'a ~/I'm sure this_ is all connected, 
0... whc) ; .. ~ 

Bickwit just .~imply impressed with me)~~ guy knows 

what he's doirig and saw to it that I was giving a fairly 

free hand,)\h\t I never asked for permission. All the 

suppliei I asked for I got right away and things like 
· rvel/ u- ; a" '\-1\.. 1 "q,' ::rt 

that. Arid I ~~t=i<l>~,/ worried about/\ ~4>~11( seemed 
+o hk · 1 e·/I I "' ~ · . 

natural ~me, ~f\.were g.e.t.t:i,..1Jthe job done and it's only 

in retrospect that I see that>{~~ this had to be R1;J cf 
~.,planned and made to happen that way. 

Did you reorganize the group when you took over or was 

there any need to do anything? 1 -+-, 
cJ ..-({; . Q.~ ~1--oo I I c: I 

::P~ere wasA.!...t.) 'iftA seems to me it was sort of ~lt;1 I 

gues~ is the right word/and I had some very good people~ 
\,U e_ 

-a-Rci..--~simply sorted things out by function and allocated 
6t 

functions for people and kindp put it on a sort of a 
::1h /-

assembly line basis. A-;», fact we moved people around so that Jf,>n ) . 
everybody could do everything after a while. And~ 

.~got it sort in a smooth flowing thing i:t~ I orchestrated 
{/' ~IV 
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the whole bit. I was in charge of all the incoming and 

outgoing key recoveries and I kept all the records up to 

date and I provided all the working aids, all the recoveries 

of code groups and keys and things like that and just kept 

things runnin_g ~~ 5"t1\0o .. th ll, 

What systems were your target, were they all Japanese, 

medium te4tfli. 1eve.\? 

Yeah. Not at the beginning, we worked th~ Japanese 

main lines. The ones that had pa~ticular impact on the 

CBI Theatre, SMAT, and I forget wh~t that 6reaks down to, 

that 6, 7, 7,8,9,0? 

I don't know, I believe so, right~· And that was the main 

1 i ne. · was there a heavy volume of traffic· or were you 

able to just hear three or four stab~~ns? 
·.,,_ ;, 

Wel)i we had an intercept station right outsid_e _Delhi,.·I 

We... 
forget the numbe~.,.a~ also got traffic from the one 

outside of Calcutta. Seems to me we had one in Burma, 

one in China. 

And they'd feed all the traffic to you people? 

It got to u~ yes. We were reading the main lines currently 

and we were grinding out very good intelligence in support 
, At •.• ~~ "t-la.l-f ri·"'--t," ~-t WJo~U 

of I guess by theA~~W\;,~;b__be Joe Stillwell's boy. 
\l\e'-'\ I!. ' 

aiffi- lh~Y-'1\_ come every month_f change of the square,_.~®-
S'o-mC\-i~f .s 
so~s it would take three, four days before we got it 

~-1!1!L 
froml'big effort at Arlington Hall. So one night Paul .])e.,,,-l~1clL 

~AYe.~J/ and' me and a sergeant named Jack Lauberman figured 
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out that if we could get the traffic in early we could 

recover the square probably that night. We got Stowbridge 

in, our Captain Stowbridge, commandeered a jeep and we 
Q.~...._vie.1~ 

ran a sort of a que-:r=-y into the intercept station outside 

Delhi and kept bringing in the traffic during the night~ 

j).01;\\-1 c\'L 1a[;.~~t,4Ji:~iU and I would take the preamble stuff and start 

trying to solve the square change and about 3:30-4:00 in 

the morning we had just enough traffic to put it all 

together.- Jrlrj_~ I rec al 1 saying gee, Jf9~~n'J$1 v:e should 
pw Thu--£ 5 

I 

probably send this back to Washington 1 the~e'Eff no sense 
We_ 

them going through the agony of recovering~~~~got a hold 

of, who ~as the CbMSEC sergeant, Jim Geeseman, Sergeant 
. 4 6'-5\£.e ~ 

Geeseman, an~ a~him to send it back to Ar:!:.ngton Hall~ 
. . ~1 l}~Q!I J J t-
And '.he sai·~·~~ it was the Sigaba we used,Ano numbers . ,, "~.~~I ( _/, 
on it, very har~, I said, ""tf)~.alfright we• 11 spell out 

all the n.µmbers 1 spell ~ut all the rows, digit by digit, 
. . l#I , ·I~ s "i\._ C>~ e,c:_\t. II s (.l 

and then ~ti.~~spell out all the columns, ,f_t:l~1 it 

wound up to be a sizeable piece of thin9.. Ar@Z-~s~-td/ 

I . ' 1\) ~\ \ ~ .{ . ? ~ {'J_ - I • 1.A"" .....-(() . 
)-\~ £;A"~ J ~~'t-Jl./;who ~oek lh is go to• I sa i~~11"1-1l~ Kul 1 back from 

Lutwinia\ a.Ff~Awe sent it. And a day later we got a 
~ -"J\ · '-' j,lJLl'(' 

message back from Kullback to Lutwiniak,\1xcfo~; mission out 
~ :DoYt't· 

there is to exploit systems not to recover them, $9V~ do 

that again,
11

he said. And I, you know,_#11we'd spent the 

rest of the night celebrating, got a bottle of wine and -

FARLEY: Something to celebrate. 

WM: Yeah, but, then we got that slap in the face. It wasn't 

"FIAN5tf YIA eervLNT 611AF~El£ Q~lLY 
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until I got backA found out what had happen~d. A guy 

named, civilian named Cassidy who was runnfhg ~he Jap 

problem back here, when that square came in ·just go\ in to 
. tJ.~J t 1 s si: " Ho LJ ,1.-ay-e lh~~ ~ :T1'.a..t•s . . · 

a tower 1 ng'll~1WJ:.!Mib7,{A}~~r;t,0J~in~tttt£$t not the 1 r Job f 
-' . A AtJ1/10fJ.l1ll\ (I ll 1 ft 

And Kul lback, the only way he could;b~tV.f!il:~i the guy was 

to send this reprimand back to me. 
/ ·!he_ 

rhat's a shame. Guys so shortsighted,1Aa'l:v{,rli1?i war should 

come first. · f · 1. k.., 
zt.I( ¥"1qh, D1c:..(2.WiC 

Wel 1 I think Kully knew I would take it J.UJ{JIW.\<Jib·til,.{,fil~~ 
A I "Don.: t 

just smiled when he handed it to me. He said~AI-.... pay / ., .. ,.. 
any a tten ti on to this Bi 11.;k' Next time the square changes 

I 

you guys can do it overnight like you did, go do it. Next 

• If 
time we won't send it. 

What support did you get from Arlington Hall? 

Oh all the keys as they recovered them and so on. They 
I . 

used to come rolling. Ge~ a large part of my job was 

simply taking these.decrypts.- ~e.had type X which we 

We- wo.- .. 1.!.. 
could use for the keys, w~take these decrypts and 

write them up on the 5x8 cards with the proper row 

designators and 
fLeey 

and J4fyj,tf those 
wlu 

column;rdesignators and page designators 
"'-11..11t. ·H\e M 

things up to date and~1 available for 

the guys ... ~ were doing the exploitation and the 

decryption. Sometimes a key page would be sketchily 

recovered and we'd have a message that was very interesting 

~ 
and if we had something around, ~l we had two deep, 

we'd try to fill in the unrecovered keys just to complete 
~(\_:t 

the translationsd ~~9--j\ kind of recovery we did. 

llANDLE VIA ceM.fH et1l.NNEL3 eNLY 
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Switch to Side 2. 

How ~b~ut ~upport from Central Bureau in Australia, did 
. . 

you.~ave any liaison or any channel to - . /\ ' h I • i>.Y..C · · . u1r a.v-~, Cr6K.111-c.., ;..1-ha...+ 
Ehe S inkov

1 
9~ {;e:rha:t:.d-t, -&r:sk=a:ftd enat 

the Australians or 

crew? 

I heard several times directly from Abe Sinkov but whether 
/ 

~~(':!· ~w~Je .off·i~ial communications and an exchang
1

e that 
"· . 

.·• 11,a....--l: 
way I have no idea 6 t~ would have been done at the 
off re e..- . 

of.f.i-e;ef level and I didn't pay much attention to that. 

There wa~ ~British grou~WEC, in the area and they came 

·down on o~ca~ion to talk to us and we went out there to 

.. talk . to 'them. I recall one effort they had which they 

said was working very well of teaching South African 

riatives ~ow to intercept Japanese traffic by poking the 

right ~e-ys. on A~ypewr i ter to correspond with what they 

""' heard ~eves •. They said it was working very well in 
fl.." tkem... 

spite of -the fact you couldn't get-~ to use a typewriter 
\ \ ,;; 

with their intercept 0 ~\o,kirtJd~~Atheir stuff was always 

in pencil or the red for~ sheets. 

Yeah, right, right, and it worked? 

They said so, I. remember being amazed. They had one guy 
~" ~~ $.thY\ <\ t'lijr~ht tl1 r'. \rl.~ <l.~1 ,J..~ Zl.'t'\ ~ 

who'H~WW~there with earphones and ~19\)~·~atnDvo 

producing pretty nice looking traffic. Of course it 

wasn't ·in a live situation. 

7 
Who did you support in New Delhi, the u. s. Commander, 

. Wi1-.S 
~~it Stillwell? 

1'11\NBLE VIA eo~UH eHAHNEL3 eNL'f 
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N3'. he was in ~harge of the troops in Burma. I don't 

know who the local CO, maybe if you threw some names I 

may could verify them. 

I don't know, I don't know. You wouldn't recall the G-2 

or the officer to whom yo~ provided the material? Let me 

ask again, you produced translations or teports or 
I~. , 

~~6"t.~did you get your product into the summariese 

hands of the G-2? 

We produced decrypts which went over to the tianslation 

guys, Henley and Frank Tenney and Bernie Wiseburger, that 
~a.s or. the.. 

was the se~geant whoAshift with us, I couldn't remember 
\.l1s .·· · 
til~_nameD ~ And they'd been augmented' people kept 

coming in all time, we kept growing and growing. And 
a~ t\ ea..r a. C:. 

they'd translate them and the translations, th1:; veats I 
'1? I e- lt w l i~. I 

could tell would go straight to the co
1 
Bickwi~t.J{' and he'd 

do the QOS'iilLlliRsit:i an<y'chSSe\l\\lt"lttf10V"'·. 

I see. So would yo~ guess that he made a daily run or a 

courier? 

well somebody certainly did, somebody certainly d~~ but I 
. ,LA~ ke., 

have no idea who~put the finger on. But I know the 
;A 

support to Stillwell was crucial several times. I think 

the intelligence we provided had a hell of a lot to do 
M~i1K~in~~ . 

with the Battle of M1chenor~coming up the way it did and 
-::I:·t . C1Jc.~AJ·~ ~?) ~~ia·W Corco·;an's_1 '1;'d.zr 
.u-- seems to me ·that F 1 i p ,$~ lfi<tn 1 ~l.~tO-(ti~ctwe&.,.-. 

their lives to us
1

too. An~ you kno~ that's a funny thing. 

After I got back I met the woman I married at a party. 
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Some years later her high school biology teacher was in 
WQ__ 

town and he looked her 
a V\J It 

party/\.. turned 

up, invited us there,.~e- went to a 

out that this guy was one of Flip ~~ 
pilots and he wouldn't be talking to me if I, you knowA'4zt~~ 

"}:' didn't tell him/of course, but I told her. She still 

can't get over it. 

You were able to read information that the Japan~se were 
,JJ/, . d D 'f a CJ-

their operations or ~WJl¥t>K','ftl~, remember aware of 
. /\ 

enough about it to put it on tap~? 
. - ...Ll.A+-1/~9ee, 

No, I don't. ~~tit's a shame none of those translators 
. . -?he'i '<i!...-

stuck around, t~ the guys you ought to talk to. 

Yes. 

Because we recovered and decrypted in Japanese and while 

all of us knew all kinds of common Japanese terms, enough 

to know when ·we -web?' reacding things properly, 
We_ w~~\j 

translators- ft.EC~ have to take ·their word for 

we weren't 
11\tlT's 

it. ~lui~ 
,, '' - yov.-'v e qo-L- fo 

h 0 t St U ff! ;V41J1-~t~ get th? t 0 U t • ' ,_ I 
· - ~ 7' · s- \c_e1 cf'-.f / 

You had somebody scan it then when you had a ~-\'w- , 

Oh ye~h, they'd come in and look over our shoulders lot 
1rf 

of times when things · were kinda hard and we needed help 

on ~tripping. ~e~1 if the keys weren't recovered and the 

message, was important,and we had some other traffic around 

that fit on that page 1 the shallow depth, you needed all 
be Lau. SC!-

the help you could get to strip it out ~\you couldn't 

wait another two weeks until Arlington Hall sent that 

particular page to you. And the interplay there was 

HANDLE VIACOM.NI CHANNELS CNL Y 
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important and there were times when the traffic was j tmft',..ft:{.~t 
A I A M v j t J(~ i r. a.' 
~ like .M-itchenor and some other Burmese operations when 

two or three of those guys would almost live 

office ~ith us while we sweated these things 
1i..M-i . ' t 0.. s cu.;. 
~~,A soon as it's done ....e-r- run across the 

translate it. 

in the same J._ 

rt (l ~ """" "'' "'' out,f snatch 

hall and 

' was pretty perishable then on Most of the information 
tk~ . 
~main line? 

we17 ·you know the Burmese campaign was a small thing 

compared to what was going on in Southwest Pacfic and 
-t-her.e. 

what was going on in Europe, but -they were Gis involved 
.,.&. J .J rh. ·13, c.liw, .Ii-. 

and/yeah1 it was important. fo~~'f..got some kind of a 

decoration out 6f it for our support, I don't th~nk it 
· · · ·Le1J1_0~ ;f Mu,t 

was a .routine ~\..0~ or something like that. 

He should have. 

I can recall, I'm .coming in the office and reading 
,, Hill {-1'1 ~i. ,, •l _, I . 

communications· from '\{A,~.tl/ St il lwel 1, 7fhl/:1 simply ... 
congratulating us on the support we were giving them. 

so
1

yeah
1

we. were doing good thing~ which is why we worked 

around the clock. 

That's another one I was going to ask. You did get 
()th~ef he" 

feedback from the people you were supporting~ compliments, 
\'; f11~·e A ••• ,, 

saying )W--L\le· us more of this, what do you have on,? 

Wel 1 it was the compliments that would be read to us, ·I 
-l~A.J· ;.t~tp\_,~·~fue~ \a.<6e1'\ ~i~ ~was orchestrated by (s;Jzw 1I 

,4J!s.{V.\J:lb-._ If you knew the guy you realize that 'he'd be 

lh"<NDLE \'IA COM.NT GMMiNH~ Ci'li Y 
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the-front man, j,,~ri.9W'getting all the credit and 

handling the consumers and things like that. 

Did you have specific EEis or as 
the"'1 

we used to call PROD 

requirements, but earlier it was 
'? ~Id 

EE Is, E1-r,..you get some 

guidance, precise guidance from the G-2 people or the 

intelligence officres? 

I couldn't say, i~ally, I was a cryptanalyst. 
. . . )\.\01.t'fk t . 

I know, but I ~A'in retrospect maybe you'd recall. e-kay. 
. ·· Off•C"4""5 _.....Jr1~ VY\. ~sl: h~~V~ 

We had a lot of o.f~f-i-c€"SJ\ who ~~been doing something; 

they srite wereri'~ doing any of the real work. 

You were probably just 'told to. give us as much intelligence 

as you can,. Did· you ever have the feeling that you were 
7 ---iii e_ 

sort of step children out i_n. the CBI, ~Bletchley Park 
. . . pupl<- . . 

people and the Central Burea~and theri oh•yeah, there's 

an outfii out in India? 
lJe 

No because the job was big enough to occupy us• .... ~ never 

had enough resourc'es, never had enough men to do everything 

that needed doing. You don't worry about things like 

that. 
sa.r.0 

Later on when I got back and I what was going on 
,A. 

in other place~, yeah, I figured it was a pretty small 

operation and not of much interest. ·:s I c 11_ W 1-t ·-? 

Bcck~Ttfh and La ta pus? What other officers were there besides 
~v)\t• 

\7;f1D B-±-ckwi t\;. Stowbridge, there's a Cameron Hosmer, Orlando 
·'ff }l.1..'C" k~ I "?13L1.:<~~ 

w. s tevenson r I I I I Captain p_aze~=ok-y I Jerky P-a-z.-e:r--k-y we ca 11 ed 
o~ 

hirn 1 o~ God, what a pistol. He got into a hell of a 

mess. I guess he was on leave and got up to the Northern 

HANDLE vlA co~un C~IM'ffU'.LS ENL't' 
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part of India wh~re it borders on Afganistan and they 

tell me he stepped across the border and pulled out his 

.4 5. 

•• • l, 

Crazy; . . , 
. " ·--p,. J 3. LL'- r \'Z_ I • 

Ye ah • J e r k y ·Jiat,et.15-V 

Did it cost him anything? ) . 
{~ ; 

I guess he got a reprimand. Later on we finally got an 
._,. /? /I 

L ~ eq vid..Y\. 1 

IBM setup, a lieutenant named EkQgl'-a•R, headed that up. 

When .;('.lid Lambrosf come 

I r~ally couldn't tell 

out there as a chief of some section? 
}~e 

you what he was really# he-didn't 

bother me) I know that. It was kind of late in the day, I 

. .JiL" ake?~~f 
t_hink ·.we were 1vi/~C\Sl'.~ counting down when he came out • 

'Well let's talk about Mainline 6666, water transport. 

~eah, th~t's right. 

7755 

Yeah, we worked on those. 

~hat did you get out of the water transport, do you recall? 

On the end product end I couldn't tell you. 

·yeah1 that right, that's the rough part. You just ground 

out the groups,k-r'ki~ 

That's right, that's right, and we got guidance from the 

what was hot traffic~ 

keywords which would 
~ ·lhe-

Like on water transport, 
f' 

linguists on what was important, 
, M L.)e 

and what.wasn't" /~~tyl knew the 

indicate messages of interest~ 

we knew the ports that they were very interested in/ M" 
the ports which would be supplying Burma and we'd give 

rlMWLE VIA eOM.fH eHr.rmH~ 6ML'r 
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that kind of traffic priority. 

Also my notes mention/"' two companies, one was the 3147th Sig 
lJA.s · 7. 

Service Company~~was there another one/ I couldn't find 

any reference to a second one~~ Was that your outfit, 3147th? 

Those are numbers I never he:rd~fore. 
Is that right? 

Never h~ard of them before. 
( s 

You were also acting first ~ergeant out there 1 to~ weren't 
t 5 

you, or first ~ergeant, not ~cting? 

For a while1 yeah, I was the ranking guy in the camf} I 

guess and somebody had to be that. 

So you managed the troops as well a~~ oit1"'-r ~uJ1.es ~ 

Well yeah by then I knew my way around the Army. No
1 

in New 
?ro~r · 

Delhi p.1:epident+-{l-SG)9 we had a first sergeant named Myron, 

T., /j;;was from Provo, Utah, I remember that,ffi;J~: name 

was Myron, I remember that. I can't think of his last 
fl~\if.i'1 na \ 1 v~ lh a. b · . · 

name. No) I didn' t;\\Jtti-e~~ they had broken the thing down into 

units. 

Yeah 1there was a reference to 3147th, Sig Service ~omp~9y. 

Were you right at the Headquarters, SIS? 

Yes. 

What did they call it Cannaught Circle, or? 

That sounds right, Cannaught Circle. 

But you were right at the Headquarters, SIS? 
(/\ 

It was a buildin<J.;e-f--small two or three white building; 

we were on the ground floor~ 

llM4BtE VIA ceM:fH eHf·.Mfft3 eM •. '1 
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Was there any security at al 1 ~ ~ you have guards and 

,_ 

barbed wire fence or anything of that type? 

J J),_dj'if w r o US\~ t-
we 11 ~there was/'~iron grill work on the windows on 

the lower floes but that's about all, and guards. 

Did you have any identification procedure, badges, or 

personal recognition! What was it to permit people in? 

Personal recognition I guess, yeah. ~~~ wer~ ID 
_Ljf, y Olt 1J J 

cards and Jb'f>,b~ asked to display these sometimes 9 j},(;/At I 

don' t rec al lt\ ~-{ had badges with pictures on and everything 

-:1~>-t> 
1 i ke that. .~,f.>P- fancy. 

That's right, that's right, your dog tags probably. 

And the barracks were just a couple of blocks away from 

the building, the in-town barracks. 

~nd'.'-you had a mess hal 1 J. A had your own cooks and bakers 

there? 

Yeah,· ye.ah. 

Was ·the· food ·palatable? 

Well,- swing shift you know, you made do. 
~ ' .. 

Oh ·yeah, you'd bring your own fresh eggs, anything you 

want after midnight/ right? You mentioned ~-the British. 

Did the British come over and visi~ us as often as we did 

them or was there any interchange at all? 

I really couldn't say, I know that on one occasion they 

~came down to talk probably low-grade systems and 

that's when I got to talk to them. And on two occasions 
-~-- Cjee 

we went out there to talk to them aboutrifvtre;r
1 

I'm not sure, 

10%ficHET 



DOCID: 4237388 

FARLEY: 

WM: 

FARLEY: 

WM: 

FARLEY: 

WM: 

FARLEY: 

WM: 

FARLEY: 

WM: 

FARLEY: 

WM: 

FARLEY: 

WM: 

30 

the division of effort1 I guess. But I suspect most of 

'"'· 4 £'' A .. /fq j : .. /1. f,c· '.i 1"(,e . ..J-,~ h ·-~·~ ·+o,. o {f' c " ,the liaison that took place was ~vr~EeI'~~~v~~~ 

and it ]ust didn't involve the working guys. 

Probably. 

And only when they got down to the nitty-gritty would we 

be aware that 
.· ,,c]Jr Th l?.-i"f 

there was this liaison going on ~IJJ.h.e-~ 
I .,,. 

may have been an awful lot of it~ I just don't know. 

Sure. How about people from Arlington Hall, any 

cryptanalysts? 

Never saw them. 

Okay, they didn't come out. 
Je -f\Aose. 

They didn't /\TDY, .~·1!9·~ that came stayed. 

They wouldn't let them go bac~ huh? 

Well they came because they were assigned. 
? Wc).s 

How about the people from the u. s. Navyp wa,s there any 
I 

u. s. Navy operations in New Delhi, SIS type? 

Not that I know of, not that I know of. If there were, 

they sure kept it~ bv....\e.t . 

were you aware at that time of the conflict, the friction 
~-rhe. 

betweenflArmy SIGINTers and the Navy SIGINTers? ,... 
Oh yeah that's from the Munition Building days, sure. 

J 

The big hassle while we decided how to split up the work 

{M . 
on cy PURPLE machine and things like that. 

Odd days, even days? 

That's right. And don't forget the Munitions Building 

was right next to the Navy Building connected by a catwalk 

\'ll<HDtE ~\A et)Ni.lfl et1f\NHEL~ ONLY 
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on the second f loor 3 1k>Ut I can rec al 1 going over to the 

Navy Building }...~Dao' various kind of business. 

rL:A.w.L..I M'_I t was not encouraged as I recal 1. 
~-- · . st 
I don-' t know tha·t it was di scour aged.~ seems to me that 

. t:e.aso\llab\/ A 
they got along ~~well, with some fr-iction because 

people)had sort of)#.~~uatters' rights
11

on various things. 

But I know they were impressed with us anJ we wit~ them. 

A\\ . -1\?~irfit .-Hiett w "-•~-~ 
~-pros, all.good people, dedicated to what ~doing 

and it means an awful lot in this business. 

Is it because of the high level troopers that the jeaiously, 

envy, whatever you want to call it, the high level troopers 
{)re~~ ita..+eJ 

on the Army s i.de and the Navy side, is that what ~ 

this friction? I know at the lower level the troops 
·-fh il...t- w ~.s · 

would interchange information. t:he£e' s,. no problem~ , 

Sure, yeah 
W~o 

level 1 ~-

I think it was purely politics on the upper 
qc1'~~ -f"o 

was g~.ru;ia swallow whomv is really what it 
(' 

amounted to and the Navy, always traditionally smaller 

with less funding than the Army and the Army threatening 

to take them over, the Navy resisting. And maybe some 
-t-\.\0-1" 

foresight it's all worrying about the day ~a merger 

would take place. 

Uh huh. 
Ll \H.vt.:. .. 

Y-0-\2 klii-•W ·whe.n-your empire is at risk ~J"./I you 
O'l'V\ er~ , 

awful ftOe0-w 

can get 

7 
Toward the end of the war did things sort of taper down, 

Ll~0 
wa-~~here less traffic or less volume, information to work? 
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\\ N Lle, 

Oh yes, yeah, we were sort of given make work, ~/(were sent 

hundreds and hundreds of depths on a Japanese air system 

that needed recovering~ I guess they couldn't man it at 

Arlington Hall and sent them out to us and we stripped 
11 
·f1 a.i 

sent back recoveries 0 ~,ae 
· -\a.i< -the~ 

the stuff to a ~well, and 

to learn a whole new jargon and new vocabulary, groupstor 

airplanes and things. But ·that was sort of make 
. . W·e.. 

_very little operational value to us., ~ju~t did 

'I a.V\J. '- ,.. I work -a-t n .... d 

there was nothing else to do and #)Iii' as the months wore 

on there was nothing else to do but that. 

How ~uch support did you get in the way of collateral, 

captured codebooks, captured' w. Zl..j e.na\ > ~ 
.. J J. LW gist 

Oh/ that came through very fast, ~the jist of it 

electrically and photostats ~1J;t,.~HJby courier. Yeah, 

when the Southwest Pacific campaign picked up and they 

started making captures of documents, the stuff got to us 

fairly rapidly I would say. 
) 

Were there any materials captured in Burma or in the 

India area do you recall? 
J ve.v)'\"''"\,.""'·· 

That rings a bell) but you know I just can't A?lJ..t'\.g.H)L.1;..". 

Would the British provide you anything if they had captured 
it. 

useful material; would they have provided? 
~ wEC.- S \S- De..\\.·:1 

I'm sure they would, after all ~yva~,"'v~Vfltitt~ 

J:i9{1VV 1 ia i son had to have some substance to it• I'm sure 

they weren't just serving each other tea. But I simply 

wasn't privy to that kind of thing. 

10PSfCREf-·· 
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Sure. Was there a TICOM effort out of New Delhi after 

the Japanese surrendered? 
C,lllirM~O.) / A,;./ 

Yeah I think that's what guys like ~~'l(;:l\i~ and 
t.J h" 

some others w~wKeither volunteered or hadn't had enough , . '~ 

time to rotate yet, were kept busy at. I was long gone 

by then so· I couldn't give you the details. But some of 

them stayed on 1gee1 a year or more after we got out, mostly 

traveling. 

You must have had enough points toward the end of the war 

to come back horn~ hadn't you, overseas? 

Oh yeah, we no 
f<o..ro..ch~ 
~V;~~cey~ 

days later. 

sooner got out of New Delhi, flew to 

and got on a troop ship, debarked 

Did you. That was Att0'4 late '45? 
f 1 lff, 1 'VVI 'f 

yl5~~~4'1.\1'~~ discharge says October "37, 1945. '' 
(} ,,. ,,.. ,,.. 
10.V-,O• 1 

Typist/\huh? 

It shou.ld be ji7{,t.., ik ~ .?.r(Th., 

~'-ts--k~e-ttfe.r_i-k~~ft.,_.o-fy_p.e-c{i\a.Ly--t"~ 

I __wo~~.t.erf'{~_.,~m---gO-i.n~_o 

._.j .. n-t~-~.i·t:.~~--yQu,. Is. there anything else about New Delhi or 

about your unit in New Delhi that you should put on tape 
·-i ~"'- ec...O.t> \ c '> 

for our historians, antedote-9', anything that you want, 

that are useful? Was it an enjoyable two years? 

- . ~ J 1frl j ~ f Y'th'\ . 
-~~J'.'\.-,fJ:,G.nvAa personal standpoin) I never could 

adjust to India as a country, the way it was in those 

Hl\NBtE VIA eeMJH 611P<NP\ELS 0PI~¥ 
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days because you'd have the most abject poverty, absolutely 
5Jlt/,(.lf:~Ji(lj It; c:,irie,eX \:>'\ l cv.I I 

,S(fv.o._\oY; ~'fa\J,alV-VEef!ttv terrible sanitary conditions! Chek Wy Jew ?(280) 

was the most opulent magnificence you could imagine and 

that hit me so hard when I first saw it I never got over 

i t. No , I d id n ' t enjoy i/if India a t a 11. I ~,{E-u{~; r ·fo· eJ /o 
travel in the country. I wouldn't even take my authorized 

f.,,.\o~~h $~~ to go to rest camps up in the hills in thE. hot 

weather~ I never went to one of those things. But the 

FARLEY: 

WM: 

FARLEY: 

WM: 

FARLEY: 

WM: 

We 
work was greatl ·~ felt like we were doing an awful lot 

v.J"O-A- • • fvw ..,. 'l k 
of good and there were- concrete evidence of it~~ 

$0 

concrete evidence of it on occasion .. ~f\;J'lilffil,t- it kept you 

motivated. 

Aside from recovering that square overnight, ~/&.QJJ'ld"'

i#IL-i/ would ;Mt1~ o~~n~~~ accomplishment or P'lr~onal .. 

achievement that you were proud of d~ring that tour i~ India? 

Oh1 there were a ~hole series of sort of minor.little 
. J j 'ti. -[· v--/u.VI<- p hs·; 

yt~J. )but ·something pumped ,YOU up almost every w~ek, 

but nothing outstanding. The ortly r~ason I rememb~i that 
,'!, 'Ji DD YI ·-t 

square incident was the reaction from Washington, ~AU 

I 11 
do that anymore. 

Oh boy, it's unbelievable. 

N~ we did lots pf things like that and never sent the 

stuff home so we couldn't get gigged. 

That's a shame. 

Well that probably goes on to this day. We're always 
I -{-t~D 

discouraging the field from going ~"far, exceeding their 

-;oP~fCRET - W.O.NQLE VL0
, GOhtNT 611MfffflS ONLY 
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That's right. But it was a pretty satisfying two years? 

For work, sure, ·oh yeah, had a ball. But I wish it'd 

been in some other country. I never could adjust to there. 

That's terrible. ·r had 17.glorious months in Brisbane, 

so, quite a difference. Okay let's go back to Ft. Dix, 
yoLl 1 \-'e \ .. oW''t 1 ·'ic>Ll1V""I. 

now y.G-H~hGme..,-y·e·tM'1' .. trying to dee ide what to do, what 

happened? 

Oh I had no trouble deciding what to do. As soon.as pr 
went home saw the folks I went down to Washington again 

I . . reeW\.~\o'{~e~t. ~ :r: V\a.cl 
and told them I was interested ip JS>~pJ.:~~ElJi~'!'s no 

· 1t,. Yf.J.:H, f'V\o K le1K . . t'-
. problem about/\,.Mb~~signed me up right away. Shortly 

.after that I went back to work. I think lJh4%~ the whole 

elapsed time· was something like two and a half, three 
~\ultc"'-+~' 

weeks, -e.y... time I got out of the Army and time I signed on 

again. 

Coming in a~ a civilian again, did you notice the change 

of pace or a complete relaxation of effort or how different 

was it from when you left in the '42? 

Oh very different~ very different. There still was some 

lingering military. They assigned me to one of the 

predecessors of Pl when I came back. I guess I'd had 

enough experience so I should have been a pretty good 

Ori~ 
cryptanalyst functioning on my own@j-O~~of the people 

I worked with was then Sergeant Walter Jacobs, yeah. 

Bletchley Park. 

HANSLE VIA eBM.NT eliMmEtS eNLY 
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He was back then, he was back. This would be after the 
jou_ I \f"~ 

war of course, talking now about October, November, 
I 

December '45. But he was still in the Army
1

you se~ putting 

in his time. . .. 

What sort of a system were you working off then or did y'ou_ 
. · aiff e:re11t . . 

go into a different area
1 

completely"' from the _Far: E.astern 

problems? 

Oh various things, sort of free-lanced.,. t~~'·s the 
J . . = rlt.a.:t I I system I doub.le-;transposi tionfl,A.r can recall~ 

\K~~ s· · . ~j .b-rh19r1a\1..... · . 
~an $iff"ib':@).~ doub e-transposi tion, Chinese 

N:a.tjonalist1 ls·ystem involving transposition 
. ... . .Ai.It\ 'f~1 lies, ~cLE ·ttt. e.~ d\sc.nrn·,~,t..rt.5 • 

and g-rli'1vi.,;:itl ~ was fun 11 ~ had 26 d-isc:d.minate~ I 
. .. ,' 

forget how they went, but they involved 'the 26 letters of 
· !'h-e qri'//e • 

the alphabet 0 ~~ t9~ for A, had a great 
One e 

big A in it, the one for B had a B in it. _20.~ we 'tumbled 
-h -a-e that / we had 

We broke in on 

a hell of a lot of fun recovering that. 
J...e-t't:eY "'f., 

one with a 111- M~~ took up -;o little 
/\ 

space it was almost simple transposition. Then w~ got 
\~ , , 

the nul 1 s up· there and the nul 1 s down there, I. 

How involved were we with Russian systems? 
~Y\A 

I'd ~c"'back quite a while I guess f\.. I kept hearing about 
'&1.\.r Bo N o 0 n e. 
~~ea:h·, a-rtd-o-~ day Captain Kirby called me in 

"l/o~ Col-flC.. 
said/i~\ll.~highly recommended Bill, would you consider 

. 7 We ,,, 
transferring to this problem, 1'9\need your talents. I 

wou..l'\.J.. f;bui-.l!>Of'l y<o t;il-evr" 4 -to \-eu...v-t- ~ 
~-\UP on the -Btu:Hla!D. I guess I had ..a- (359) a 

' '17-.:i to,, ,1 M 1-k~ t- w a.s 
predecessor to.~~\..,..« do that, but .1diff-t1'£7\al1(right 0 

,'ltkNblf VIA eeM.IH el'tf\NNHS O~li 
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·\he. ' 
~~problem was very interesting in those days· 7 1A Ai 

uJ LJJf . ~tyvj{ 
Had we been. reading the sys tern throughout number 2, W'e'l-1 

1-\ (l_ d. w e__ 

_!10-t"\th~\!lie~~eem\A.p:ev-ie..t""s-ys·t.gm s-~~~~et.dv been 

directing an effort against the Soviet systems during WW II? 

I couldn't say, I wasn't here. 

Okay. 

I only spe~·k '..f.rorn about early '46 when I transferred to 

the problem i tfrey had a large going effort so obviously 1*- ka..& 

been :going for some time. I don't know whether.,~+~ 

probably was a Soviet effort but •... 

Were we suc;cessful? 1 \ 1 . 
~JAA-' ~ u." r V\a-. -J .e_ b ce. Y'-. 

There IRj{sf.t:{~ an Irish effort' for 
-~e 

instance. t~ were . . I\ .. I 
neutral1 right. 

-Yeah. 

And yet I don't now that for a fact, I don't know anybody 

that worked on it. There probably was a Soviet effor~ 

but it was kept very quiet.·. 
. I 

But were we successful in '46 in reading Soviet systems? 

Sure,; but I think that stuff is still compartmented. 

Okay, well fine, we won't talk about it then. I know it 

is. Okay. Any other systems that intrigue you, some 

that are unbreakable:iJ)A --r{l 
~au're. 

_ .. 

Well now ~ .getting too current and ;t,f.-hes i ta te to put 
~ 

anything on the record for fear that, you know I'd always 

have to be watching my 

Sure 0 ~~\:Jt:J~ I don't 

words and making ~ure. 
yoi.v 

want to do that. That brings us 
/'- \ 

JOP ~F:CRET 
\lt\U I ' . 
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up to about '46. Is there anything we've forgotten~ I can 

sort of taper off if you wish. We've been here an hour 

already. 

No_, I think that's enough. Let me mull over what I've said 

and see what else I can dredge up· that·might be of interest. 

Al 1/r ight sir. I know from '4 6 to the presen"t tii;ne ther'e 

ar~ f6ur«or five dozen projects in which you were involved. 

' Yeah, but all that stuff is very well do~u~ent~d. 

Yes, 

was 

reason I asked you to talk about CBI is be~~use there 

so little ~2'CA.,~ '~iov-Ml:l._\-io¥L o 'Y'- ~tt,' 

Well there wasn't much an effort cdmpared to the rest of 

the war. 

I've read their history and I've talked to people who 

were there like Don Snow and Lambros('way back when and I 
~\W 

never could quite figure out~it worked and who you supported 

and what? 

Well I'm afraid I wasn't much help there. 

You were, you were very much. 

There was a minor systems group that we had to set up 

later on because they got so numerous and we were so busy 

' ' h ' 1 ' -t'\tl,a ... :\· • t t B k k explo1t1ng t e main ine -a--L1eu enan ar er, Wayne Bar er, 
~.A-04etl..il'I 

who now runs EHnd-Press. 

would you mind talking about him as you recall. 

A very obnoxious character, tremendous ego, he mystified 

HANDLE VIA COl\tN I Ct1AfriNELS GNLY 
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some of his Gis once by claiming to be able to break the 
St G 1t-r?iA 
S-i-<la:B-a a n d. he went through some hokus-pokus and got out some 

A. . 
plaintext,. \phony. 

Ii£_ 
He desperately wanted to be a 

cryptanal~stO Re-desperately
1

I think
1
wanted to work for 

NSA when he came out. But he wasn't very good and he had 

just entirely the wrong attitude. He was a do-it-
. 11 ik15 

yours~l ~er~ '}tpu.~ is mine and. you can't take it from me 

and if I can't sol,ve it, ·I' 11 be damned if anybody is . 
· q o I~ q · · ·to · . · . . 11 1 j.pOJfJ} .(o lL le. hotv 
g'~/\have a chance at.it that might show me up, _pvx~ 

kind of thing •.. -Thoroughly obpoxious guy. But he ran the 
,; . ,, 

'minor..··!:)ystems and P,er force he would have to come and ask 

rle... 
me ·what to do next on occasion and I'd tell him

01
at:i·d he 

'· 
~lway~ had a chip on his shoulder and it was a bl~w to me 
.. . .·. ·, . -- A~a.~ 
when;h_?::.,crops· up years later running the .~ress and 

"•. ,/'; 

taking ail our treasured documents and publishing the~ for 

profit.· 

Ye~h! we,r~ giving them to him. 

I know, well you have to, FOIA. 

"?' \\l\ When did he get out of the service, would you recall,~ ~ d.-

he stay on after the war? 
no.s.c- - -

I left him behind because he was one of 42'ht-¥ they kept 

augmenting and the guys who came a year or so after I left 

simply didn't have enough points to go back when I did. 
·tt I c ltl ~~ Cc..\\.' '('r\"-.V\.O') 

I have no idea how they t.r..ks*l~ out. I think C-tileemahes -
~., 1'.iish.11-c u.-

and one or two others closed up the place, but I don't 
!-

know if Barker was one of those or not. 
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WM: 

FARLEY: 

WM: 

FARLEY: 

40 

I don't know either• I never knew the guy. I appreciate 

that c6mment because we've had various. reports on this 

individual. 

I couldn't stand him and he knew ite he knew it. 

Sir I've taken up ari hour of your time, shall we knock it 
I 

off? 

Yea~ I think so. 

Al1/righ~ sir, thank you greatly and maybe later on we can 

expand a little bit. 

Al.if ight. 

Thank you. 
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