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July 13, 1955 

NUMBER S-3115. 2 

Department of ·Defense Directive ti 

SUBJECT Electronics Intelligence (ELINT) 

I. EST.A'BLISEMENT 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Secretar;y of Defense 
and subject to hie authority 1 direction and control, and in accord
ance with NSCID 17, the Secretary of the Air Force ie hereby 
assigned the responsibility and delegated the necessary authority 
to direct and su:E_~r.:!~..!.. the COJ'.!!..~ted processing, anaJ.!sis, .. and 
d1sseminat1gn of information on foreign non-communication electro-
Jllagnet ic radiations and to gu.id.e end coordinate Electrcm.ics 
Intelligence ELJNT) activities of all agencies of the Department 
of Defense. e eve opmsnt and application of EI.INT policies 
and procedures, the Secretary of the Air Force will give due 
consideration to recommendations ot the u. s. Communications 
Intelligence Board and pe ~dvice of the Joint Chiefs of Staff• 

II. PURPOSE, 

The objectives qf this directive are to consolidate Department 
of Defense ELINT ana.J.Jsis ~tivitiee under a agle direction, to 
S11ide and coordinate Department of Defense collection of ELINT 
information and to provide for optimum interaction E!ns\ •. mt'!.lAl. 
BU£120rt between EIJ:NT and COMJET m order to produce etf1cient4 
the beet possible ELINT resUlts.for all users, and to provide for 
the establishment of a Technical Processing Center pursuant to -· 
NSCID 17. The Secretary of the Air Force will bring about the 
orderJ.y consolidation of the eeparate EI.INT analysis an! process:fng 
centers heretofore operated by the eevera.1 militar, Departments 
and agencies. In carrying out these objectives, the Secretary of 
the Air Force will not abridge the aut~ority of ope:rg.~iona.!.. 
cODDDBnders over integral EI.INT resources in support of their 
operations nor the freedom of such cODDDBnders to exchange EI.INT 
:ma.ter1al.s for their mutual support. Consistent with the over-all 
policies established by the Secretary of the Air Force, operational 
cOJlllllSZldere will be authorized to establish such policies, procedures, 
and mechanisms as they deem necessary for the rapid lateral· inter
change of ELJNT information. 
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III. MISSION 

The Secretary of the Air Force will provide cOllDllon services for EI.INT, 
specifically to include: 

l. Organization and adm:l.n1etration of the Technical :Processing' Center 
for central technical a.nal~sia baaed on all EIJNT observations and other 
relevant infonna.tion. The results of the central technical analysis will 
be made directly available to all consumers of this type of :information. 

2. Effective and timely guidance to Department of Defense field 
collection agencies and advice to the Central Intelligence Agenc;y. such 
guidance shall be expeditiously transmitted through appropriate chamlels as 
-orescribed by the several Departments and agencies concemea'.. Such'giiI'd.ance 
will reflect the interests of all users and will pro~ for the coordina- j 
tion of and technical assistance to field activities to maximize their 
total usefulness. ~~~'!=~,·-~"., ,- .. ": --~ 

3. Qµ_idance and advice, as in para.graph III. 2. above, concerning 
methods and procedures f'or the imorovement. and standardization of' the 
operations and equipment related to ELINT collection, an4eis, evaluation, 
and dissemination, and recommendations concerning research and development 
programs as appropriate. 
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4. Technical support to the Department of State in its negotiations , ·-· 
for the acquisition of intercept sites in foreign countries; technical 
sup~ort to designated representatives of' the U.S.; and technical repre

. sentation on behalf' of' the Department of Defense 1I). ELINT discussions. 

IV. AIMJNISI'RATION 

The Assistant Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) shall arrange with 
the Secretary of the Air Force, the Secretaries of the other two M.11.i ta.ry 
Departments, the Director of Central Intelligence, and heads of other 
appropriate Departments and Agencies for the financing of the consolidated 
activities provided for by this directive. 

The Secretary of the Air Force ~ reassign hie responsibilities for 
the ELillT activities as prescribed by this directive within the command 
structure of the Department of the Air Force. It is the intent of this 
directive that the Secretary of the Air Force wil1 provide for the per
fo:nnance of the functions of the consolidated activities within the 
organizational structure of his Department and that he shall not establish 
a joint agency for that purpose, although individuals drawn from other 
Departments end the Central Intelligence Agency mB:J be integrated therein. 
This provision, however, will not preclude the establishment of such 
advisory COlIDllittee~ or ~. as may be considered necessary for the 
effective administration of the consolidated activities. 
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~ The Secretaries of the Military Departments shall assure active 
. participation by their Departments through the detail of qualified military 
..a and civilian personnel to eta.ff the consolidated activities and through. 
W such other measures as may be mutually agreed. 

.e· 

The Secretary of the Air Force, in collaboration with the heads of 
the other Military Departments and Agencies, will issue the necessary 
"il!mlementing instructions to accomplish actions required by this directive. 
The Secretary of the Air Force will periodically report on the activities-· 
under this directive to the Secretary of Defense. 

V. P ARl'ICIP .ATION 

The Secretary of the Air Force will collaboratf!."~~ with the 
Central Intelligence Agency as an active collector and user in the field -
of EIJNT, a.a well as with other interested agencies, and will provide f.q:r 
the participation of the Central Intelligence Agency in the operation of 
the Technical Processing Center, in accordance with NSCID 17. 

12/'MJ~ 
Acting Secretary of Defense 
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