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Public Law 102~526 
102d Congress 

An Act 

To provide fo:r the expeditious disclosure of records :relevant to the assassination 
of President John F. Ke:ru!ooy. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Ameri:r:a in Congress a.ssembled, 

§ECTION 1. §B:IQ)JF!.T 'lI'lrirlL,E. 

T:bis Act may be cited as ithie "PJresident John F. Kennedy 
Assassination Recmrds Collection Act of 1992". 

§EC. 2. lFlINJDlllNG§, DlEC~TION§, AND lF\Lrn.lP'O§E§. 

Oct. 26. 1G92 
[S. 3006] 

President John 
F. Kennedy 
Assassination 
R.eco£"cls 
Collection Act of 
1992. 
44 USC 2107 
note. 
44 USC 2107 

(a) FINDINGS AND DECLARATIONS.-The Congress finds and note. 
dedarns that-

(1) aH Govenr..m.e:nt recoirds irefated w the assassination 
of Presidenit John Fo Kennedy should be preserved fo:r historical 
and governmental p\\1lJ\POSes; 

(2) aill Gcv®rnm0nt lf®co:rds cmu:erning the assassination 
of Prnsidenlc John JF. Kennedy should ~"TY a piresumption 
of immediaice iliscfosme, and all records should be eventually 
disclosed oo enable the ]pm:blic to become fully informed about 
the history SllllITounding the assassination; 

(3) legislation is necessary oo create an enforceable, 
independent, ruull accounicablie process for the public disdosurn 
of such. recoirds; 

(4) legislation is necessary because congressional records 
related lco the assruisinatfon !lf President John F. Kennedy 
would not otherwise be subject to public disclosure tmtH at 
least the year 2029; 

(5) legislation is necessary because the Freedom of Informa
tion Ad, as implemented by the executive branch, has pre
vented the timely public disclosure of records relating to the 
assassination !lf President John F. Kennedy; 

(6) legislation is necessary because Exerntive Order No. 
12356, entitled "National! Security foformati1om." has eliminated 
the declassification a,72d downgrading schedules relating to 
classified infoirmatkm across government and has prevented 
the timely public disdosme of records relating oo the assassina
tion of President John F. Kennedy; and 

(7) most of the records related to the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy are almost 30 years old, a."'ld only 
in the ira:rest cases is there any legitimate need for continued 
protection of such ireconils. 
(b) PuRPOSES.-The pm-poses of this Act are--

(1) ro provide foir the cireatfon of iJ;he President John F. 
Kennedy Assassination Recoirds C!ll.lectfon at the National 
Archives and Recoirds Admirnistrntion; arAd 

(2) ro reqcire the expeditious putbl.fo transmission to the 
Archivist and public disclosure of such records. 
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44 USC 2107 
note. 

§EC. 3. DJE:FJINITION:::t 

In this Ad: 
(1) "Archivist" means the Archivist of the United States. 
(2) "Assassination. record" means a :record that is :related 

to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, that was 
created or made available for use by, obtained by, or otherwise 
came into the possessim1 of~ · 

(A) the Commission to Investigate the Assassination 
of Presidel!lt John F. Kennedy (the "Warren Commission"); 

(B) the Commission om. Central Intelligence Agency 
Activities Within the United States (the "Rockefeller Com
mission"); 

(C) the Senate Select Committee to Study Govern
mental Operntioru; with Respect to In.telligence Activities 
(the "Church Oomm.ittee"); 

(D) the Select Committee on Intelligence (the "Pike 
Committee") of the House ofReprnsent&tives; 

(E) the Select Committee on Assassinations (the 
"House Assassmations Committee") of the House of Rep-
:resentmtivrss; -

(F) the LHJ>rruy rof Coingress; 
(G} the Natilllli:mll Arclllves rund Records Administration; 
(H) any Presi11fontiru l\.forary; 
(I) WlY E:i'!:ewtive 8-gem.cy; 
(J) any mdependent agency; 
(K) @y otheir OJffice of the Federal Government; and 
(L) any State o:r local law enforcement office that pro-

vided suppm:t or assistance or performed work in connec
tion with a Federal inquiry into the assassination of Presi
dent John F. KeXJOOooy, 

but does not indu.de the autopsy records donated by the Ken
nedy family to the National Archives pursuant to a deed of 
gift regulating access to those records, or copies and :reproduc
tions made from such rec<OJrds. 

(3) "Collectfon" meaDts the President John F. Kennedy 
Assassination Recrnrds Collection established 1.mder section 4. 

( 4) "Executive agency" me!!.ns an Executive agency as 
defined in subsection. 552(f) of title 5, United States Code, 
and includes any Executive department, military department, 
Government corporation, Government controlled corporation, 
or other establishment in the executive branch of the Govern
ment, in.duding the Executive Office of the President, o:r any 
independent :regulatory agency. 

(5) "Government office" means any office of the Federal 
Government that has possessi.rnn o:r control of assassination 
:records, including~ 

(A) the Hm . .J.Se Committee on Administration with 
regard ro the Select Committee on. Assassinations of the 
records of the Hollile of Representatives; 

(B) the Select Committee cm Jrntelligence of the Senate 
with regard to :rootlrd.s of the Senate Select Committee 
to Study Governme!:ltal Operations 'With Respect to fotel
ligemce Activities and other assassination records; 

(C) the Library of Congress; 
(D) the National Archives as custodian of assassination 

:records that it has obtained o:r possesses, including the 
Commission to Investigate the Assassination of President 



PUBLIC LA w 102-526~ocr. 26, 1992 106 STAT. 3445 

John F. Kennedy and the Commission on Central Intel
ligence Agency Activities in the United States; and 

(E) anv other' executive bram.:h office QT agency, and 
any independent agency. . . . 
(6) "Identification aid" means the wntten d.escnptwn pre

pared fo:r each record as required in section 4. 
(7) "National. Archives" mews the National Archives and 

Records Administ:ratfon :and all components the!eaf, including 
Presidential archival depositories established '!.ID.de! section 
2112 of title 44, Uni.red States Cods. 

(8) "Official investigation" means the reviews of the assas
sination of President John F. Kennedy conducted by imy Presi
dential commission, any authorized congressional committee, 
and any Government agency either independently, at the 
request of any Presidential commission or congressional com
xnittee, or at the :request of any Government official. 

(9) "Originating body" means the Executive agency, govern
ment commission, congressional. committee, or oilier govern
mental entity that created a recm:d or particular information 
within a record. 

(10) "Public internst" means the compelling interest in the 
prompt public disclosuxe of assassination records for historical 
and governmental purposes and for the purpose of fully ixi.iorm
ing the American people about the history surrounding the 
assassinatioX! of President John F. Kennedy. 

(11) "Record" includes a book, paper, map, photograph, 
sound or video recording, machine readable material, computer
ized, digitized, or electronic information, regardless of the 
medium on which it is stored, or other document.airy material, 
regardless of its physical form or characteristics. 

(12) "Review Board" means the Assassination Records 
Review Board established by section 7. 

(13) "Third agency" means a Government agency that origi
nated an assassination record that is :in the possession of 
another agency. 

SEC. 4\o PRESIDENT JOHN' F. JKENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORD§ corr .;14 USC 2107 
lLECTION AT TBOE NATXONAJL ARC!:L"VE§ Af\lIDJ RECORD§ note. 
ADMIN!STI'i.A. TION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.-{l) Not late? than 60 days afteY' the date 
of enactment of this Act, the National .Archives and Records 
Administration shall commence establishment illlf a collection of 
records to be known as the President John F. Kennedy .Assassina· 
tion Reco?ds Collection. In so doing, the Archivist shall ensure 
the physical integrity and original provenance of all records. The 
Collection shall consist of record copies of all Government :records 
relating to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, which 
shall be transmitted to the National Archives in accordance with 
section 2107 of title 44, United States Code. The Archivist shall Printing. 
prepare and publish a subject guidebook and index to the collection. 

(2) The Collection shall indude
(A) all assassination :reco?ds-

(i) that have been transmitted to the National Archives 
or disclosed to the public in an -unredacted form prior 
to the date of enactment of this Act; 

(ii) that are required to be transmitted to the National 
Archives; or 
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(ill) the di.sdmmre of which is postponed under this 
Act; 
(B) a central directory comprised of identification aids cre

ated for each :recorn transmitted to the Archivist under section 
5;and 

(C) an Review Board records as required by this Act 
(b) DISCLOSURE OF RECORDS.-iill assassination :records 

transmitted to the National Archives fo:r disdosu:re to the public 
shall be included in the Collection and shal.1 be available to the 
public for inspection and copying at the National Archives within 
30 days after their transmissicm. to the National Archives. 

(c) FEES FOR COPYJ:NG.~The kchlvist shall-
(1) chru:ge fees for copying assassination. records; arud 
(2) gnmt waivers liJf such foes pu.nmant to the standards 

established by sectiora 5i52(a)(4) of tit!e 5, United States Code. 
Historic (d) ADDIT'KONAL R.EQUIREMENTS.-(1) The· Collection shall be 
preseZ"Vation. preserved, protec~d, Zin:hlved, and made available to the public 

at the Nat:i.oKm1 Archives wing appropriatioru: a1.llthorized, specified, 
and R"esmded for lll.Se ':Xlader the teIT11IB of thls Act. 

(2) Tne National Axclllves, in ronsultsitiofi. 'With the fofolm'.l.ati1m 
Security Overnight Office, shall eW>me the security of the postponed 
assassinatfon mooX"d8 m the Collen;;tiono 

(e) OVERSmm.~The Committee oln Government Operations of 
the House of JR'.®pll:'eserntsi.tives a..11"/cd the Cmnmittee on Governmental 
Affairs of the Senate 1>hall have rontimxing oversight jurisdiction 
with respect to ilie Colleclioin1o 

44 USC 2107 §EC. Ill. RE!lmW, ID~CATION, 'JmAN§Tu\QIS§KrQlN TO THlF.: NATIONAL 
note. AR.ClBIIWE§, Al'ID ll"UlB\LlC lDJJI§CW§URE OF A§§A§§KNA'K'WN' 

" llIBCOJFID§ JE1f OO~NT OFFICJE§. 

(a) IN GENERAL.-(1) As soon as practicable after the date 
of enactment of this Act, each Government office shall identify 
and organize its records :relating to the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy and prepare them for transmission to the Archivist 
for inclusion in the CoUection. 

(2) No assassinatioll1 record shall be destroyed, altered, or muti
lated in any way. 

(3) No assassination record made available or disclosed to the 
public prior to the date of enactment of this Act may be withheld, 
redacted, postponed for public disclosure, or reclassified. 

(4) No assassination record created by a person or entity outside 
government (excluding names or identities consistent with the 
requirements of section 6) shall be withheld, redacted, postponed 
for public disclosure, or reclassified. 

(b) CUSTODY OF AsSASSINATION RECORDS PENDING REVIEW,
During the review by Government offices and pending review activ
ity by the Review Board, each Gnvemment office shall retain cus
tody of its assassination X"ecords for purposes of prese::'Vation, secu
rity, and efficiency, :imless-

(1) the Review Board requires the physical transfer of 
records for purposes of conducting an independent and impar
tial review; 

(2) transfo:- is necessary fo:r an administrative hearing or 
other Review Board fwiction; or 

(3) it is a third agency record described in subsection 
(c)(2)(C). 
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(c) REVIEW.-(1) Not farer than 300 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, !Each Government office shall review, identify 
and organize each assassination record in its custody OK' possession 
for disclomme to the public, review by the Review Board, and 
transmission to the AK'dtlvist. 

(2) fa carrying out paragraph (1), a Government office shall~ 
(A) determine whid1 of its records are assassination 

records; 
(B) determine which of its assassination records have been 

officially disclosed Olt publicly available in a complete and 
unredacted fonm; 

(C)(i) determine which of its assassination records, Olt palt

ticular information contained i:n su;ch a record, was created 
by a third agency OX' am:ithe11' Government office; and 

{ii) transmit to a agency or other Gov.ernm.ent office 
those records, Olt particular information contained in those 
records, or complete and accwrate copies thereof; 

(D)(i) deternrirue whethe1< its assassination records or par
ticulair information in assassiruitio!l records are covered by 
the standards for postpm1em.ent of public disclosure under this 
Act; and 

(ii) specify on Che 2deintification aid required by subsection 
(d) the applicable postponement provision contained in section 
6· 
' (E) organize and make availabls to the Review Board all 

assassination recoirds :identified under subparagraph (D) the 
public disclosure of which in whole or in part may be postponed 
under th.is Act; . 

(F) organize az1d make available to the Review Board any 
record concerning which tlhe office has any uncertainty as to 
whether the record fa an assassination record governed by 
this Act; · 

(G) give priority to--
m the identification, review' and transmission of all 

assassination records publicly available or disclosed as of 
the date of enactmez:.t of this Act in a redacted or edited 
form; and 

(ii) the identffication, review, an.d transmission, under 
the standanis for postponement set forth in Utls Act, of 
assassination records that on the date of enactment of 
this Act are the subject of litigation under section 552 
oftitle 5, United States Code; and 
(H) make available to the Review Board any additional 

information and records that the Review Board has reason 
to believe it :requires for conducting a review under this Act 
(3) The DirectoT of each archival depositor.1 established under 

section 2112 of title 44, Umted States Code, shaH have as a priority 
the expedited review fo1< p1Uiblfo disclosme of assassination records 
in the possession and custody of the depository, and shall make 
such records available to the Review Board as reqrured by this 
Act. 

·(d) IDENTIFICATION Ams.-(l)(A) Not Xater than 45 days after 
the date of enactment of Uris Act, the Archivist, hl consultation 
with the appropriate Government offices, shall prepare and make 
available to all Government offices a standard form cf identification 
or finding aid for use with each assassination recolfd Sl.llbject to 
review tui.der this Act. 
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Public 
information. 

Federal 
Register, 
publication. 

(B) The Ard:i..hrist shail ensme that the identificaticm. aid .pro~ 
gram is established in such a manne:r as t-0 result in the creation 
of a uniform system of electronic irecoTds by Government offices 
that are compatiblie with each other. 

(2) Upon compl!'.ltfon of an identification aid, a Government 
office shall~ 

(A) attach a printed copy to t.IJte record it describes; 
(B) transmit to the &view Board a printed ccpy; and 
(C) attach a printed copy to each assassmaticm. record it 

describes when it ls traJl'.!Smiti.ed to the Archivist. 
(3) Assassination records whlch rure in the possession of the 

National Ard:lives «:llll the date of enactment of lli..is Act, and which 
have been publicly av3.ilab!e in their entirety without redaction, 
shall be made .mrailable in the Collection without any additional 
review by the Review Board or another authorized office IWlde:r 
this Act, and shall not be irequi.red to have such an identification 
aid unless reqpJii.re;d by the An::Jl-iJvist. . 

(e) TRANSl\,USSXON TO THE NATIONAL AR.CHIVES.~Each Govern
ment office shall~ 

(1) transmit ro ilie Archivist, and make immediately avail
able w the publ..fo, all assassination ll"eco•ds that can be publicly 
disclosed, indudfu.g :thllllse that are pu.blidy availablie on the 
date of el!llaciRD.eJITJ; @f lthls Ad, without any l\eda.ctfon, adjust
ment, ©if withh«JJlding tmde:r the standarrlls of lli..is Act; and 

(2) tnmswt oo !;he Archivist upon approval fo:r postpcme~ 
ment by the RevilEiw Bllllrurd o:r upon _completion cf other Zlction 
atxthorized by this Act,. rux assassination ll"ecords the public 
disdosi.:rre of which has been postponed, in whole Oll" in part, 
under the stboo.dlards of this Act, to become pa.rt of the protected 
Collection. 
(f) CUSTODY OF POSTPONED AsSASSINATION RECORDS.-An 

assassination lt'eco:rd the public disdom..11re of which has been post
poned shall, pe:mling transmission to the Archivist, be held for 
reasons of security and preservation by the originating body nntil 
such time as the information sectxrity program has been established 
at the National Archives as :reqillred in section 4(e)(2). 

(g) PERIODIC RE'\!IE\V OF POSTPONED AsSASSINATION RECORDS.
(1) All postponed o:r ll"edacted ireco:rds shcll be lt'eviewed periodically 
by the originating agenii:;y and the Archivist consistent with the 
recommendaticm.s of the Review Board under section 9(c)(3)(B). 

(2)(A) A periodic K'eview shall address the public disdos'!.ii:re 
of additional assassination records in the Collection under the 
standards of this Act. 

(B) AH postponed assassination irecords dete:rmined to ll"equire 
continued postponement shall reqw:re an unclassified written 
description of the :reason for such contir.med postponement. Such 
description shall be provided to the Archivist and published in 
the Federal Registe:r upon determination. · 

(C) The periodic :review ofpostpoirned assassinatim.1 irecords shall 
serve to downgnulle and declassify sec1.llrit;y classified information. 

(D) Each assassinatim1 rec:o:rd shall be publicly ilisdosed i.n 
full, and available m the Collectfon no Iate:r than the date that 
is 25 years aft.er the date of enactment of this Act, unless the 
Prnsident certifies, SIB req1L!.iJred by this Act, that~ 

(i) contilrnxed postponement is made El!ecessazy by rua identi
fiable harm to the lliDlJLitruy defense, intelligence operations, 
law enfon:emerrt, or ronduct of fornign irelatfons; and 

I 
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(ii) the identifiable harm is of such gravity that i.t mxtweighs 
the piiblic interest in dfa:doswre. 
(lh) FEES FOR COPYING.-Executive braz;\dai agelillcies shaU~ 

(l) charge fees for copying assassination Ttecords; and 
(2) grant waive:rs of such fees ptursuant to the standa:rds 

established by section 552(a)(4) of title 5, United States Code. 
§lEIC. ~. GJRl.OUND§ FOR ll"O§'JCTP'ONE.WiOEl\IT OW ll"1UJBllLll:C lDJK§ClL<Ql§l!.ffiJE OF 44 USC 2107 

JR!JEICOJruDJ§. 'note. 

Disdoswre of assassinaticm records or partfowar info:rm.ation 
in assassination :records to the public may be postponed subject 
to the limitations oft.his Act if iliere is dear and convincing evidence 
that-

(1) the threat 100 the military defense, intelligence oper· 
ations, or conduct of foreign :relatfolf!s of the United States 
posed by the pub]fo disdos1urre of the assassination is of su.ch 
gravity that it ou.tweighs the public interest, and sucli. public 
disclosure would :reveal-

(A) an intelligence agent whose identity currently 
requires protection; 

(B) an intelligence sm . .rrce rnr method which is currently 
utilized, or rnaso::i.ably expected to be utilized, by the United 
States Government and wh.idJ. has not beeiITL offidal!y dh>
dosed, the d.isdm:;11.1xe of which wowd bterfere with the 
conduct ofintelHge!Jlce activities; or 

(C) any other matter currently irelatin.g to the military 
defense, mteHl.gence operations or conduct of foreign rela
tions of the United States, the disdosmre of which would 
demonstrably impair the natimlru security of the United 
States; 
(2) the public disclos'W."e of the assassimition record would 

:reveal the name or identity of a living pe:rson who provided 
confidential information to th? United States and wolUlld pose 
a substantial risk of harm to that person; 

(3) the public disclosure of the assassination record could 
reasonably be expected. to constitute an unwarranted imrasfon 
of persona! privacy, and that invasio!ill of privacy is so substan-
tial that it outweighs the public inte:rest; . 

(4) the public disclosure of the assassination reco:rd would 
compromise the existence of an understanding of confidentiality 
icu:r:rently requiring protection between a Government agent 
and a cooperating individual or a foreign government, and 
public disclosure would be so harmful that it outweighs the 
public interest; o:r 

(5) the public disdosme of the assassinatio!ill record would 
reveal a security or protective prncedt:rre currently lUltilized, 
or :reasonably expected to be utilized, lhy the Secret Service 
or another Government agency responsible for prnteding Gov~ 
emment officials, and public disdosmre would be so ]harmful 
that it outweighs the public interest 

SEC. 7. JE§TAJB\lLX§HJMIBN1' A.ND POWERS OJF THE A§§AS§KNATJION 44 USC 2101 
REIC«:PlruDJ§ REVIBW lBlOAJROO. note. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.-There is established as an independent 
agency a board to be known as the Assassinations !tecords ]Review 
Board. 

(b) APPOINTMEX'J"T.-(1) The President, by and with the advice President. 
and consent of the Senate, shall appoint, without regard to political 
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Reports. 

affiliation, 5 dtizeru to sene as membern of the Review Board 
to ensure and facili!:ata the E'eview, h°a.JMJOO.issfoia. to the Archivist, 
and public disdom.RJre of Govern.melDlt recoE'M related to the assas
si.natio!l l()f President John F. Kennedy. 

(2) The P:resident shall make nominations to i:.b.e Review Boa.rd 
:not later than 90 cale:ndar clays aft:.e:r the date of erui.d:ment of 
this Act. 

(3) If the Senate votes IThOt to rconfum a D.om.i.natioK1 to the 
Review Board, the President shall make &X1 additkm.al nomination 
not later than 30 drays thereafter. 

( 4){A) The President shall make nomh:lations to the Review 
Board after iccm.sidlering persons ?ecommendecl by the American 
Historical Associa.tfolll, the O:rganization rof American Historians, 
the Society of Am.ericaJ(J. Archivists, md i;he .Am.erican Bar Associa
tfolrll. 

(B) If an OJCganizatian described in subparagraph (A) does not 
recommend at least 2 nominees meeting the qpmiliiications s!:ated 
in paragraph (5) l.oiy illie date that l.s 45 days all;e:r the data of 
enactment of thls Act, the President shall coMideE' for nominatkm. 
the pe:rnorw remmme:o.ded! by the othe:r rnrg8!.l:ili;atioiru; described iirJ. 
subparagraph (A.)o 

(C) The Pr~iclent may ;;equest an o:rgacliatfo:n described in· 
subparagraph (A) oo mxbmit adrutionru nolll.ll.inatioxML 

(5) Persons nominated to the Review Borurd~ 
(A) shall be fu:!.part.ilal private citizens, nm1e of wh.om is 

presently employed by ru:i.y bl'.'anch of the Gmremment, and 
none of whom shall have had any previcms involvement with 
any official investigation o:r inqwry conducted by a Federal, 
State, or local govenm:nent, :relating oo the assassination of 
President John F. KeiKllID.edy; 

(B) shall be distinguished pernons of high national profes
sional :reputatfon. in their :respective fields who are capable 
of exercising the iluiependent amd objective judgment necessary 
to the fulfillment of their role in ensu.ving and facilitating 
the review, t:raD.smission to the public, and public disclosure 
of :records related w the assassination of President Joh.zi F. 
Kennedy and who possess an appreciation of the value of suc,"'1 
material to the public, scholars, and government; and 

(C) shall include at !east 1 p:rofessio:o.ai hisrorian and 1 
attorney. 
(c) SECURITY CLEARANCES.-{!) AH Review Board nominees 

shall be granted the necessa.ry security clearances in an accelerated 
manner subject to the standard procedures for granting such clear
ances. 

(2) All now.inees shall qualify fo:r the necessary security clear
ance prior to being considered for confirmation by the Committee 
on Governmental Affcirn of foe Senate. 

(d) CONFilfil\,U\.TION liEA.ruNGS.-{l) The Committee on Govern
mental Affairs of the Senate shall hold ci:mfi:rmation hearings within 
30 days in which !:he Senate is in sessioD. after the o.ommaticm. 
of 3 Review Boan:l'. memberso 

(2) The Commiittee ma Governmental A.ff.airs shall vote on the 
nominations within 14 dBys m which the Selll.!llte ils in session 
afte:r the confirmatfoD. hearings, and shall :report its results to 
the fl.ill Senatte il.mimeruately. 
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(3) The Senate shall vote on each nomii:Jiee to confi:rm or ireject 
within 14 days in wki..ich the Senate is l.n sessfon afte:r reported 
by the Committee rm Governmental Affai:rs" 

(e) V ACAJ::ICYo-A. vacancy ma the Review Boa:rd shall be filled 
in the same mrumer as specified fo:r original appointment within 
30 days of the occurrence of the vacancy. 

(f) CHA.IRPERSONo-The Membex;s of the Review Board shall 
elect one of its members as chairpe:rson at its initial meeting. 

(g) REMOVAL OF REVIEW BOARD MEMJl:ER-...(1) No member of 
the Review Board shall be :removed from offi.«::e, other than~ 

(A.) by impeachmer1it and conviction; or 
(B) by the action of the President fo:.r inefficiency, neglect 

of duty, malfeasance in office, physical disability, mental 
incapacity, or s.ny other condition thait substantially limpairs 
the perfonnance of the member's dutfoso 
(2)(A) ff a membe:r of the Review Boan:! is removed from office, 

and that removal is by the P:resident, not later than 10 clays 
after the removal the P:residell1t shall subimit to the Committee 
on Government Operations of the House l))f R.ep:resentatives and 
the Committee ::m Governmental Affair§ l[)Jf the Senate a report 
specifying the facts fm1nd and the grou.nds fol1' the nimovat 

(B) The President shall pu.blish iiD. the Fed®ral R.isgiste:r :ai report 
submitted under paragraph (2)(A.), except that the Presiderrtt may, 
if necessary to protect the rights of a pe:rson named in the report 
or to prevent 11.lll:l.due interference 111rith 8\JlllY pending piros,scution, 
postpone or refrain from publishing any or all of the li'eport until 
the completion of such pending cases or pmrsuant to privacy prlQltec
tion requirements in law" 

(3)(A.) A member of the Review Boardl iremoved from office 
may obtain judicial review of the removal in a civil action com
menced in the United States District Court for the District of 
Columbia. 

(B) The member may be :reinstated or granted other appropriate 
:relief by order of the court. 

(h) COMPENSATION OF MEJ.1,IBERSo-(1) A member of the Review 
Board shall be compensated at a rate equal to the daily equivalent 
of the ann.ual rate of basic pay prescribed for level rv of the 
Executive Schedule under section 5315 of title 5, United States 
Code, for each day (including travel time) during which the member 
is engaged in the performance of the duties of the Review BoarcL 

(2) A member of the Review Board shall be allowed reasonable 
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence, at rates 
for employees of agencies under subchapter I of chapter 57 of 
title 5, United States Code, while away from the member's home 
or regular place of business in the perfon:nan.ce of services for 
the Review Boan:L 

(i) Dl7I'IES OF THE REV1EW BOARD.-(1) The Re'lliew Board shall 
consider and render decisions on a detennination by a Government 
office to seek to postpone the disdosuire ·of assassination records" 

(2) In carrying out paragraph (1), the Review Board shall 
consider and render decisions-

(A) whether a record constitutes an assassination reclQlrd; 
and 

(B) whether an assassination recoird m: particular inform.a~ 
tion in a record qualifies for postponement of disdosure under 
Uris A.ct" 
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Repcr:s. 

(j) PoWERS.~l) The Review Borurd shall have the :mthority 
to act hi. a manner pirescribed undeir this Act L11chllding al.lithority 
to--

(A) diX'ect Governmenl; offices to complel;e identification 
aids and orgaruize assassLl"J.aticm records; 

(B) direct Government offices to transmit to the Archivist 
assassination records as :required 1.li.Xlldeir this Act, including 
segregable portions of assassination recoacls, and substitutes 
and smn.maries of assassination recon:Jis that can be publicly 
disclosed to the fullest exten.t; 

(C)(i) obtain access to assassination recoirds that have been 
identified ruld organized by a Government office; 

(ii) direct a Government office to make available to the 
Review Board, and if necessary investigate the facts Sl.lrround
hng, additional information, records, or testimony from Lndivid
uals, which the Review Boai::d has reason to believe is required 
to fulfill lits fumctions and respcm.sibHities c::n.deir this Act; and 

(iii) request the Attorney Geneiral to subpoena private per
sons to compel testimony, records, and other information rel
evant to Jiis responsibilities nndeir this Ad; 

(D) require any Government office to accm.mt in writing 
for the destril.dion of any 11ecrnrds relating to the assassination 
of Piresident John F. Kennedy; 

(E) receive iruonnation from the public regarding the 
identification and public disclosure of assassination records; 
and 

(F) hold hearings, administer oaths, and subpoena wit
nesses and documents. 
(2) A subpoena issued under paragraph (l)(C)(iii) may be 

enforced by any appropriate Federal co1Urt acting pursuant to a 
lawful request ofthe Review Board. 

(k) WITNESS lMMUNITY.-The Review Board shall be considered 
to be an agency of the United Sta'ces for purposes of section 6001 
of title 18, United States Code. 

(l) OVERSIGHT.-(1) The Committee on Government Operations 
of the House of Representatives and the Committee on Govern
mental Affairs of the Senate shall have continuing oversight juris
diction with respect to the official conduct of the Review Board 
and the disposition of postponed aecords after termination of the 
Review Board, and shall have access to any records held or created. 
by the Review Board. 

(2) The Review Board shall have the duty to cooperate with 
the exercise of such oversight jurisdiction. 

(m) SUPPORT SERVICES.~The Administirator of the General 
Services Administration shall provide administrative services for 
the Review Board on a reimbursable basis. 

(n) INTERPRETIVE REGULATIONS.-The Review Board may issue 
interpretive regulations. 

(o) TERMINATION AND WINDING UP.-(1) The Review Board 
and the terms cf its members· shall terminate net later than 2 
years after the date of enactment of this Act, except that the 
Review Board may, by majority vote, extend its term for an addi
tional :J.-year period if it has not completed its work within that 
2-year period. 

(2) Upon its termination, the Review Board shall submit :reports 
to the President and the Congress in.du.ding a complete and accurate 

~ 

I 
i 
_i 

i . ' ·. 
,. 

,._. -~ 

,. .. 



PUBLIC LAW 102~526~0CT. 105 STAT. 3453 

accounting of expenditu:res dming its existence, and shall complete 
all other :reporting requiremeKilts under thls Act 

(3) Upon ter.minaticm. and winding up, the Review Boa:rd shall 
transfer all of its records to the Archivist fo:r il!ll.chrnioKJc in the 
Collection, and no record of the Review Board shall. be destroyed. 

§EC. §. A.§§A§SINATION RECORJDI§ RJEVJIEW JBl(QJAllWJ lPID:R§ONNEL 

(a) EXECUTIVE DHIBCTOR--{1) Not later ilian 45 days after 
the initial meeting of the Review Borurd, the Review Bo~d shall 
appoint one dtfa:en, without regard to politirall affiliation, to the 
position of Executive Director. 

(2) The person appointed as Executive Director shall be a 
private citizen of integrity and irri.partiality who fa a distinguished 
professional and who is not a present empfoyee of any branch 
of the Government and has had no p?evkrnu; involvement with 
any official investigation or L'r!quicy :relating to the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy. 

(3)(A) A candidate for Executive Di:recw:r shall be granted foe 
:necessary security dea:rances in an aucceleR"atetl manne:r subject 
to the sta.!lda:rd i;m:;cedures for grru:i.tfag ~r!llch deairan11:es" 

(B) A candirrfate shall qualify for the necessary secwity dear
ance prior to befog apprnved by the B:eview Bom'dL 

(4) The Executive Director slhall~ 
(A) serve as prilClci.pal liiaison to Government offices; 
(B) be respoKllsible for the administration arlid coon:ll.ination. 

ofthe Review Board's R"eview cifrecords; 
(C) be responsible fo:r the admirulsttatim:ll of all official 

·activities corniucted by the Review Beam; and 
(D) have no authority to decide or dete:rmixite whether any 

:record sho1!ld be disclosed to the public or postponed fo:r disclo
sure" 
(5) The Executive Di:redot shall not be :removed for reasons 

other than by a majority vote irlf the Review Boarrd fo:r cause on 
the grounds of inefficiency, neglect of d1!J\ty, rrmXfeasance in office, 
physical disabll.ity, mental incapacity, or llilllY othe:r condition that 
substantially impairs the performance of the responsibilities of the 
Executive Director or the staff of the Review Ro:a;rd" 

(b) STAFF.-{1) The Review Board. may, iii!. accordance with 
the dvil service laws but without :rega:rd to civil service Xaw and 
:regulation for competitive service as defined in subdhapter 1, chap
ter 33 of title 5, United States Code, appoint and terntlnate addi
tional personnel as are necessary to enable the Review Board and 
its Executive Directo:r to perform its duties" 

(2) A person appointed to the staff of the Review Board shaH 
be a private citizen of integrity and i.mpartfaJity who is not a 
present employee of any brazr.ch of the Government and who has 
had no previous involvement with any official iL.'1cvestigatfon or 
inquiry :relating to the assassination of P:resident Joh .. "ll F" Kennedy. 

(3)(A) A candidate for staff shall be granted the necessary 
security clearances in an accelerated manner subject oo the standard 
p:rocedu:res for granting such dsarnnces. 

CB) A candidate for UJ.e staff slhall gumlify fo:r the Rlecessary 
security defil'aince prior to befog app:roved by the Review Boan:L 

(c) COMPENSATX01\L~The Rev:lew 3o:&ird shall fix the com
pensation of the Executive Dilrector am.cl '1lther pernonnel fo accord~ 
a:nce vvith title 5, United States Code, except that the :rate of 
pay for the Executive Di:rector and other person.."llel may not exceed 
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the rate payable for level V of ilie Executive Schechtle under section 
5316 of th.at title. 

(d) .ADVISORY CoM.MXTTEES.--(1) The Review Board sh.aH have 
the authority to create advisory committees to assist in fulfilling 
the responsibilities of the Review Borurd under Htls Act. 

(2) Any advisory committee created by the Review Board shall 
be subject to the Federal Advisory Committee Ad (5 U.S.C. AppJ. 

§EC. !JI. ~W (()JF JREC(])RKlJ§ IB'lf '1rl8DE .Al.§§11.§§IJ:NATION REICORJG§ 
~BIOIA.RJDJ. 

(a) CUSTODY OF RECORDS REVIEWED BY Bo.ARD.-Pendin.g the 
outcome of the Review Board's review activity, a Government office 
shal.1 retain c1.llstody of its assassinatfon Jl'ecords for purposes of 
preservation, security, and efficiency, 'illlless~ 

(Ji..) thie Review Board requires the physical transfer of 
records for :rea~mns of conducting an independent and impartial 
rnview; or . 

(2) sm::h transfer is necessary for an administrative hearing 
or other official Review Boa:rd function. 
(b) STARTUP REQUllREMENrs.:......Thte Review Board shaH-

(1) not later tham 90 days after the date of its apprnintmen.t, 
publish a schedule for review of all assassination records in 
the Federal Register; and 

(2) not later than 180 days after the date of enactment 
of this Act, begin its rnview of assassination records under 
thls Act. 
(c) DETERMINATIONS OF THE REVIEW BOARD.--(1) The Review 

Board shall direct that an assassination records be transmitted 
to the .Archivist and disdosed to the public in the Collection in 
the absence of dear and convincing evidence that-

(A) a Government l'.'ecorc:! is not an assassination record; 

(B) a Government record or particular information within 
an assassination record qualifies for postponement of public 
disdoslil'e under this Ad. -
(2) In approving postponement of public disclos"llre of an assas

sination record, the Review Board shall seek to-
(A) provide for the disclosure of segregable parts, s11b

stitutes, or summaries of such a record; and 
(B) determine, in consultatiollll with the originating body 

and consistent with the standards for postponement i.md.er this 
Act, which of the following alternative forms of disclosure shall 
be made by the originating body: 

(i) Any rnasonably segregable particular infonnation 
in an assassination record. 

(ii) A substit·i.llte record for that information which is 
postpoll1e1:t 

(iii) A summary of an assassination. record. 
(3) With :respect to each assassination record or particular 

information iu assassination ireco:rds the public disdosu.re of which 
is postponed pmsuant to section 8, or for which onliy subsWcutions 
or summaries have been disdosed to the pu.bll.c, the Review Board 
sh.all crnate and transmit to the Archivist a report con'l.2.l.ruing-

(A) a description r::f actions by l:.lhe Review Board, tlhe origi
nating body, the Presideiat, or any Government office Cinch.l!rung 
a justification of any such action. to postpone disdos'!l;re of 
any record C!lr part of any record) and of any official pn:iceedfr11gs 
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conducted by the Review Board 'With regfil"d to specific assas
si..Jw.tion irecords; and 

(B) a statement, based on a review of ((;he proceedings 
and in co!:'.iorm.ity with the dedsion.s l1'eflected therein, des
ignating a recommended specified time at whld:n or a; specified 
occurrence follo'Wing which the material may be app:ropriately 
disclosed to the pl.l\blic under this Act. 
(4)(A) Following its review and a dietenninatiolrl that an assas

sination record shall be publicly disclosed in the CoHectio::l. or post
poned for disdosure and held in the p:roted;ed Collection, the Review 
Board shall notify the head of the originating body of its determina
tion and publish a copy of the dete:rminatiom. in the Federru Register 
vvithin 14 days after the deter:mination fa made. 

cm Contemporaneous FWtice shall! be made 00 the President 
for Review Board determ.inations regarding executive branch assas
sination records, and to the oversight comirn..ittees designated in 
this Act in th.e case of legislative branch recorrds. Su!:h notice 
shall contain a written unclassified justificat:fo1n fol:' public disclosure 
or postponement of disdosure, including an eJt:plianation of the 
application of amy standardg contained in section 6. 

(d) PRESIDENTIAL AUTHORITY OVER REvmw BOARD DETERMINA
TION.-

(1) PuBLIC DISCLOSURE OR lPO§TPONE:il.tIBNT OF DISCLO
SURE.-After the Review Board h:as m:ade a foirmal determiu.a
tion concerrJ.ng the public disclosurn ffif p<C1stponement <Clf disclo
sure of an executive branch assassination record or mformatfon 
within such a :record, Oll of alDlY information icontsiinll'Jd in an 
assassination record, obtained ![JK' developed solely 'Nithin the 
executive branch, tlr..e Presiidlenii; !lhali lnave the sole and 
nondelegable am.thority to require the ruscfosure or postpone~ 
men.t of such record 1n· information ll.li1lder the standards set 
forth in section 6, and the President shalll. pmvide the Review 
Board 'With an unclassified written certi.tication specifying the 
President's decision within 30 days after the Review Board's 
determination and 1m:itice to the executive braR"lich agency as 
required under this Act, stating the justification fo;r the Presi
dent's decision, i.nchxrung the applicable gro1um.ds for postpone
ment under section. 6, accompanied by a copy of the identifica
tion aid :required WJ.der section 4. 

(2) PERIODIC REVIEW.-.b,.ny exemtive branch assassination 
record postponed by the President shruI be subject to the 
requirements of periodic review, downgrading and declassifica
tion of classified information, and public disdosure in the collec
tion set forth in section 4. 

(3) RECORD OF PRESIDE::..'TIAL POSTPONEMEl\7T.-The Review 
Boa:rd shall, upon its receipt, publish in the Federal Register 
a copy of any unclassified written certification, statement, :and 
other materials transmitted by rnr on behalf cf the President 
'vith :regard to postponement of assassination :records. 
(e) NOTICE TO PUBLlc.~Every 30 calendar days, beginning 

on the date that is 60 calendar days afl-.e:r the date on which 
the Review Board first approves the postponement of disdosme 
of an assassination. record, the Review Board shall publish in the 
Federal Register a notice that smnmarizes the postponements 
approved by the Review Board or initiated lby ".>he Preside1ITct, the 
House of Representatives, or the Senate, including a description 
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of the s111bjed, origifilating agency, length or otheJr physical descrip
tion, azull each ground for pcstponeixumt that is relied upon. 

(f) REPORTS BY THE REVIEW BoAJ.~D.--(1) The Review Board 
shall report its activities to the leade:rship of the Congress, the 
Committee on Government Operations of the House of Rep
resentatives, the Committee on Govemmental Affafrs of the Senate, 
the President, the Archivist, and the head of any Government 
office whose records have been the subjed; of Review Board activity. 

(2) The first ;report shaH be issued on the date that is 1 
year after the date cf enactment of this Ad, BJ\J.d subsequent reports 
evecy 12 months thereafter 1ui.tH tenninatfon of the Review Board. 

(3) A report m1.der paragraph (1) shall include the following 
informatfoXll: 

(A) A financial report OJf the expenses for aH official a:dhri· 
ties and requirements of the Review Board &"1d its personnel. 

(B) The progress made on ireview, transmission to the 
Archivist, rui.d public disclosmre of assassination irecoirds. 

(C) The estimated time am.cl volume assassination records 
involved in the completion of the Review Boa;rd's perfmrmance 
11!Xllder thls Act. 

(D) Any special problems, indurung requests and the level 
of cooperation of Government offices, with regard to the ability 
oHlhe &sview Boa;rd to operate as irequinid lby this Act. 

(E) A l!ecord of review activities, inch.llrung a record of 
postpoXllement decisions by the Review Board m: other irelated 
adirnru:; authorized by this Act, Md a ireconcll of the vohllm:e 
of records ireviewed and postponed. 

CF) Suggestions and requests to Congress for adrutfrma! 
legislative a11Xth.ority .needs. 

(G) An appendix ccmtaining copies of reports of postponed 
rncords to the Archivist required i.mdeir section S(c)(3) made 
since the date of the preceding report under this subsection. 
(4) At least 90 calendar days before completing its work, the 

Review Bo:aird shall provide written notice to the President and 
Congress l!)f its intention to tenninate its operntiorrn at a specified 
date. 

§EiC. n©. !DIK§ICJL![))§U'RE «:»JF ![J)THJE:JB!, R~TIE:mlhlL§ ANIDI AJiliDITlIONAJL 
§'J['\U)l}flf. 

(a) MATERIALS UNDER SEAL OF COURT.-
(1) The Revfaw Board may request the Attorney Geneiral 

to petition any coll.rt in the United States or abroad to rnlease 
any information relevant to the assassinatkm of President Jo~'11Xll 
F. Kennedy that is held u.ncler seal ofthe court. 

(2)(A) The Review Board may request the Attorney General 
to petitfon any court in the U:mite!1 States to irelease am1y 
infonnatfon relevant to the assassination of Presideimt John 
F. Kennedy that is held muie:r the injun.ctfon <0f secrecy l(llf 
a grand jury. 

08) A request foir disclosure of assassination materials 
lllndeir this Act shruX be deemed to constitute a showing of 
particularized need 1lmder R1.de 15 of the Federal Ru.les of Crirnii· 
nail Prcrcedu:re. 
(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.~!t is 1!:.he selillse 0if the Congress that

(1) the Attorney G:eneral should ass.ist the Review Board 
in good faith fo lLIDSeal any reccm:is that the Review Bo8!.Z'd 
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detenniXJies to be releviL"llt and heKd llXlider seal by .a court 
or under the in.junctio111 ©f sec:recy @fa grand jury; 

(2) the Secretary <()f Slate shanwd oo:::lltact the Government 
<()f the Republic of Ru.ssia SJJ.7:!d seek the wsdosure of an lieo:n:ds 
of the government of the former Soviist Uruol:ll, :i.nch1dh1g the 
:records of the Komitet GosudaTstvennoy Be:zopaumosti (KGB) 
and the Gfaynoye R.azvedyvateboye Up:ravl~miye (GRU), irel
evant to the assassination of P:remdeni Ke!OiKi\edy, and contact 
any other fornign government that ~y hold. i.nfm:maticm irel
evant oo the assassination cf President JKexmedty and seek dis~ 
closuire of si.wh information; and 

(3) all Executive agencies shcwd coope:rate in full with 
the Review Board to seek the rusdcsi.:rre of all information 
relevWJit to the assassination of Pr,esitdent John F. Kennedy 
consistent 'With the public :interest. 

SEC. n. IB!.UlLE§ OF CON§'lmUCTI'.IOlN. 

(a) PRECEDENCE OVER OTHER LAw.~When this Act aequiires 
transmission. of a :record to the AX'd:rivist or plllbllfo disdosme, it 
shall take precedence over any other Raw (excilllpt section 6103 
of the Internal. Revexme Code), jll.!ldicfaJ dttisi.on «:onstruing such 
law, or common law doctrine that wocld cthenrise prohibit sm::h 
transmission or disdosme, with the ®:11'.ceptfoKJ. of deeds govenung 
access to or transfer oir irelease of gifts Wffid donations of records 
to the United States Government. 

(b) FREEDOM OF lNFO.Rl.\tiATXON ACT.~Nothlng fa this Act shall 
be construed to eliminate or limit any right to file R"equests with 
any executive agency err seek jll.!ldicfal review of the decisions plliXSU

ant to section. 552 cf title 5, Urui.ted Slates Code, 
(c) JumcIAL REVIEW.-Noth.ing in tl:"Js Act shall be construed 

to preclude judicial :review, 'mder cha!pter 7 ref title 5, United 
States Code, of final actions taken or :reqwrnd to be taken under 
this Act.. 

(d) EXISTING AUTHORITY.-Nothing m this Ad irevokes or limits 
the existing authority of the President, any executive agency, the 
Senate, or the House of Representatives, or any other eic;tity of 
the Government to publicly disclose reco;rds in its possession. 

(e) RULES OF THE SENATE Ai.'-'D HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
To the extent that any provision of this Act establishes a procedure 
to be followed in the Senate or the House of Rep:resenta.tives, 
such provision is adopted-

(1) as an exercise of the rulema,.1\0.ng power of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, respectively, and is deemed to 
be part of the rules of each House, respectively, but applicable 
only with respect to the procedure to be followed in that House, 
and it supersedes other rules only to the extent that it is 
inconsistent 'With such mXes; and 

(2) with full recognition of the cowtitutionall right of either 
House to change the rules (so far as they relate to the procedu.:re 
of that House) at any time, in the sruoo.e m1ll'.illlieir, aD.d to the 
same extent as in the case of aD.y [)>th.er n.tle of that House. 

SEC. li2. TJEJRMID!A'rKON OF JEWEC'lr OF ACT. 

(a) PROVISIONS PERTAJNXNG TO THE REVIEW BOARlD.~Tl-:ie provi
sions of this Act faat pertain to the appointment and operation 
of the Review Boa:rd shall cease to be effective when the Review 
Board and the terms of its members have ten:rilnated puirsmmt 
to section 7(o). 
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(b) OTHER PROVISXONS.-The remainiirng prcnrisions of this Act 
shaH contintZe in effect ll.100.tiI ~mch !:i.me as the Archivist certifies 
to the President and the Congrem;; that all assassination lfeconis 
hav:e been made available to the pulblic in accordance with thfa 
Ad. 
§EC. XE. AUTlBlO~TmN OF AJP'PRIDlP'JRIA.TWJN§. 

(a) IN GE:NERAL.-There are authorized to be apprnpriated such 
sums as are necessary to CfilYY ol!Jlt Utls Act, to remain. available 
u.ntH e1qllemidec:L 

(b) XN'TERlM FuNDING.-UntH sm:h time as funds are apprn~ 
priaiood! purn1J1.rumt too inllbsedfoll1 (at), the Plfesiden.t may use mllch 
S11.!lmS as aire avai.fabii:i for dliscretfonairy use oo caey Oil.lit Uris Act. 
§ECC:. ll41. §~JFUlBIDLlr'r'f. 

If any provisim:J. of this Ad or Uie applicatfoirn ther:eof to any 
person Olf dlfcumstancre is held iirnvalidl, the rremainderr ·of this Act 
and the appl..i.catfom. llf tlhat provision to other persons not sirnilady 
situated or to other drcumstam:es shall not be aJfectedl by the 
invalidmti<rm1, 

Approved! Octoloor 26, 1992. 
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