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(U) The old cliche that "the enemy of my enemy 1s my friend" 1s well Illustrated by the cryptolog1c 
relat1onsh1p between Poland and Japan. 

(U) We lack details about the depth of the relat1onsh1p, but there IS no doubt that 1t endured over 
decades. 

(U) Both countries v1ewed Russ1a, later the Sov1et Umon, as an enemy. 

(U) A sympathetic relationship between Poland and Japan began about the t1me of the Russo-Japanese 
War of 1904-05. Poland then was not mdependent, but was a component of the Russ1an Empire. 
Russ1an officers of Polish ethn1c1ty were captured by the Japanese, and found the1r negat1ve feelings 
about Russ1a were shared by the1r captors. In the decades that followed, friendly feelings and good 
relations contmued between them. 

(U) In the early 1920s, Army officers from newly mdependent Poland traveled to Japan to tram 
Japanese cryptolog1sts and help develop a commun1cat1ons mtell1gence capability. Durmg 1ts war 
agamst the USSR to keep 1ts mdependence, the Polish military had developed an act1ve COMINT 
capability that supported their war effort at key pomts. (See History Today, April 16 and 19, 2010.) 

(U) The Japanese-Polish cryptolog1c cooperation was a1med directly at Sov1et commun1cat1ons. In 
add1t1on to workmg w1th the central government, Polish cryptolog1sts also traveled to Harbm, the capital 
of Manchukuo (the Japanese puppet state m Manchuria) to support Japanese army COMINT efforts on 
the As1an mamland. 

(U) It IS known that as Poland was attacked by Germany, the Japanese helped some Polish mtelligence 
officers escape. In add1t1on, the Polish government m ex1le m London approved the long-term residence 
of a Polish cryptanalyst m Manchukuo to ass1st the Japanese m momtoring the Sov1ets. Note that these 
two mc1dents occurred even though the Free Polish Government was a member of the Allies and Japan 
was a partner to Germany -- that 1s, off1c1ally they were enem1es. 

(U) The photograph shows the General Staff bu1ldmg 1n Warsaw, where Polish mtelligence, mcludmg 1ts 
cryptolog1sts, were located before World War II. 

(U) Can't get enough cryptolog1c history? Come blog w1th us at "History Rocks." (go history rocks) 

(U) Larger v1ew of photo 

(U) Have a quest1on or comment on "History Today"? Contact us at DL cch or cch@nsa. 
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