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(U) History Today- 26 June 2014 

Run Date: 06/26/2014 

(U) Early m World War II, the German m1l1tary had commandos tasked w1th capturmg enemy mtelligence 
documents. These un1ts could operate ahead of the front lines, and m1ght wear enemy un~forms to gam the 
access they sought 

(U) These un1ts operated dur1ng the German mvas1ons of Poland, Yugoslavia, and Greece early m the war. Br1t1sh 
authont1es learned from decrypts of messages that commandos m Athens had 1mmed1ately ra1ded Br1t1sh Army 
Headquarters m search of documents 

(U) Several Br1t1sh officers pushed for creat1on of a s1m1lar un1t One of those advocatmg th1s was CDR Ian 
Fleming, pictured, a spec1al assistant to Admiral John Godfrey, director of Royal Navy Intelligence. 

(U) Th1s resulted m the establishment of 30 Commando, also known as the Adm1ralty Intelligence Un1t, also I 
known as 30 Assault Un1t, or, less formally, as "Fiemmg's Private Army." Operating f1rst 1n North Afnca, over the 
course of the war, th1s un1t captured mvaluable material the Germans had kept secret A good deal of th1s was I 
cryptolog1c mater1al, mcludmg c1pher machmes and many documents on German cryptanalytic work agamst 
Allied Ciphers 

(U) This effort probably was a precursor to the TICOM (Target Intelligence Committee) teams of personnel from 
Bletchley Park who were sent mto recently liberated areas near the end of the war The1r m1ss1on also was to 
acqu1re cryptolog1c materials as well as 1dent1fy German cryptolog1c personnel 

(U) Flemmg m the course of the war came up w1th other proposals for covert operations, hopmg to be part of the 
act1on However, he knew too much and was never allowed to travel to locations where he m1ght be captured 
Yes, th1s 1s the Ian Flemmg that wrote the James Bond novels after the war. 

(U) D1scuss h1stor1cal top1cs w1th 1nterest1ng folks. V1s1t the Center for Cryptolog1c History's blog, H1storv Rocks 
("go h1story rocks") 

(U) Larger v1ew of photo 

(U) Have a quest1on or comment on "History Today"? Contact us at DL cch or cch@nsa. 
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