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(U) The country went through an ordeal at home as well as abroad dunng the VIetnam War. It was an 
armed conflict fought w1th the most modern of technology, m a relatively undeveloped country, agamst 
an enemy that made up for 1ts m1lltary disadvantages w1th help from the Communist bloc and a sheer 
w111 to wm. The U.S. military applied 1ts war-makmg machme m an mtens1ve manner, mcludmg carpet 
bombmg and the mtroduct1on of an Immense number of ground troops. The war seemed to drag on 
Without the "light at the end of the tunnel" repeatedly prom1sed by pol1t1cal leaders. 

(U) The Amencan public turned agamst the war over t1me. D1ssat1sfact1on f1rst erupted at un1vers1t1es 
and then began to spread, slowly at f1rst, but ultimately un1vers1ty protestors JOined forces w1th c1v11 
nghts act1v1sts to become an all-encompassmg soc1al movement. W1thm two years of the f1rst organized 
domestic protest m 1965, mass1ve rallies occurred, even m the nation's capital. Indeed, pol1cymakers 
were no longer welcome at-- nor felt safe entermg -- most college campuses across the country. 

(U) It IS notable that a former military cryptolog1st was at the forefront of one aspect of th1s movement. 

(U) Jeff Sharlet could speak w1th authonty on the war. He had attended a military prep school, and 
hen went to college at Ind1ana Un1vers1ty. He soon left school to enlist m the army, and was ass1gned 
o the Army Secunty Agency (ASA). The ma)or reason for h1s enlistment was a prom1se of trammg m a 

maJor European language, w1th subsequent postmg on that contment. He was soon disabused of that 
plan when he received orders to study VIetnamese at the Army Language School (now DLI). After 
trammg of nearly a year, he was a qualified llngu1st and was sent to the field. 

(U) Sharlet spent the f1rst half of 1963 at Stotsensberg Stat1on on Clark A1r Force Base m the 
Ph1llppmes. From there, he was deployed to the war zone. He spent t1me w1th the 3rd Rad1o Research 
Un1t at Dav1s Stat1on, followed by assignment to mtercept duty at Phu Lam, and then to operational 
support at Phu Ba1. Before he left VIetnam m May 1964, he had seen a great deal of the VIetnam War. 

(U) He returned to the Un1ted States and went back to college m Ind1ana JUSt as the war and protests 
were rampmg up. He JOined a rad1cal student organ1zat1on known as Students for a Democratic Soc1ety, 
eventually becommg a chapter president, and began to part1c1pate act1vely m maJor protests Enroll1ng 
at the Umvers1ty of Chicago for graduate school gave h1m a platform by wh1ch to champ1on those like 
himself. He got m on the ground floor when the V1etnam Veterans Agamst the War was formed. 

(U) Most Importantly, Sharlet established himself as ed1tor and publisher of the first veterans' ant1war 
newspaper, Vietnam GI. Its first 1ssue made a huge splash m January 1968. By the summer, h1s 
newspaper had a c1rculat1on of at least 30,000, not countmg the hands through which 1111c1t cop1es were 
passed among act1ve duty m1lltary. Th1s newspaper was heralded at the t1me and smce as havmg 
prov1ded a vo1ce to ant1war protesters m the military. 

(U) Sharlet unfortunately passed away prematurely from cancer well before he was th1rty. 

(U) A fuller exammat1on of Sharlet's life and h1s newspaper w111 appear soon m our penod1c senes 
known as Cryptologtc Almanac. If you are not already a subscnber to the Almanac, become one v1a the 
SID L1stprocessor ("go llstproc-do") and select ESS1364. 

I 

(U) Want to discuss this 1tem w1th mterested -- and mterestmg -- folks? V1s1t the Center for Cryptolog1c 
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History's blog, History Rocks. ("go history rocks") 

(U) Larger v1ew of photo 

(U) Have a question or comment on "History Today"? Contact us at DL cch or cch@nsa. 
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