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De[n1din,g Our Nation. Su11ring The Future. 

(U I /FOUO) History Today - 24 January 2008 

Run Date: 01/24/2008 

U) Once upon a t1me, at NSA Fort Meade's "B1g Four," there was an 
lternat1ve to vendmg machmes for seekmg sustenance Without long­
lstance travel to the cafetenas. What we now call the "Old Headquarters 

1ldmg," then formally known as "Annex I," contamed a un1que and now 
1-but-forgotten- except-to-old-timers feature. At the end of each odd­
umbered floor was a snack bar. 

(U) All the snack bars were manned by an actual human bemg who 
rved up a vanety of food. The typical fare was sandwiches, doughnuts, 
1ps, soda, and candy. Hot food was available as well. One could obtam 

uucussii'TEV eeseburgers off the gnll, or hot dogs; soups could be d1shed out; p1pmg 
coffee could be doctored to taste; for a t1me they had deep fryers. 

(U) These canteens flounshed for a short penod from the openmg of HQS m 1965. But by the early 
1970s, th1s convenience had fallen v1ct1m to the ever-loommg menace of "reorg." The snack bars were 
covered over, had d1spensmg machmes placed m front of them, or were taken out ent1rely. Over the 
years, there have been occasions when one of them has been unexpectedly "unearthed" to the 
astonishment of construction workers. Otherw1se, they are JUSt fadmg memones. 

(U) TOMORROW: a little somethmg on one of the most frequently asked quest1ons about food and dnnk 
at NSA. 

(U) Larger v1ew of photo 

(U) Go to the Agency w1k1 to fmd "H1story Today" features for last week. 

(U) VISit the CCH web Site. 

(U) Have a question or comment on "History Today"? Contact us at DL cch or cch@nsa. 
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