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'f'OP SECRE'T' - ceMIN I 

10 August 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BUNDY 

SUBJECT: Chronology of Events on Desota Patrol and Incidents 
Involving the Maddox and Turney Joy 

Attached is a memorandum for record developed by Colonel Steakl-ey' s 
people, pulling together the timing of 34A actions and the incidents in 
the Gulf of Tonkin. With respect to the latter, the intercepts from the 
DRV, as well as the key messages from our own forces, have been 
included. 

The evidence in these messages makes the hostile i~tent of the DRV 
during the 2-4 Au:5ust period unmistakable. Following the attack on the 
2d of August, the DR V again began to concentrate their forces and to 
track the US vessels. 011: 4 August, two Swatow boats were told to 
prepare for operations th~t night. The Maddox had this information, 
and when the ships approached on hostile tracks, the action began. 

I understand that sot!!-e additional COMINT sifting still i~ underway. 
If these investigations turn up anything new or different--and I learn of 
it--I will pass it on to you. 

Wv.y. SMITH 

.,,; 

LYNDON dAINES JOHNSON LIBR,~R' 
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10 .August i964 
...... . . ... 

Subject: Chronology of Even~s Relating to DESOTO 
Patrol Incidents in the Gulf of Tonkin 
on 2 and 4 August 196l~ 

Background - By CINCPAC's message 152123Z July, approval 
was requested to conduct a DESOTO Patrol in th~ Gulf of 
Tonk1n during the period 31 July through.8 August. The 
last patl;'Ol into the area was made by the USS CRAIG (DD 885) 
during the period 28 February thru 10 March 1964. Limita­
tions on the closest points o.t approach {CPA) for the USS 
CRAIG included: · 

a •.. North Vietnamese ( DRV) Coast 4 NM, 

b. Chinese Communist (CHICOM) mainland 15NM, and 

c. CHICOM off-shore islands l2NM. 

. - CINCPAC requested that the July - August 
patrol with the USS Maddox be cleared for CPA' s as follows: 

a. North Vietnamese Coast 8 NM, 

b. North V!etnamese Islands, 4 NM, and 

c. CHICOM Coast· 15NM • 
. 

- DRV and CSICOM reaction to the CRAIG patrol, 
noted below, had been quite limited: 

• 

a. On 28 Febr~ary, a Kronstadt - cla~s patrol craft inter­
cepted and ~aced the CRAIG for a short .Period.; 

b. On 29 February, one unidentified aircraft remained 
36 miles from. the CRAIG for about two hours, 

.c. On l March, Haiphong alerted the Master of a DRV 
ship, "The ship appearing 1s the enenw. our Navy is present­
ly pursuing and tracking," . . 

d. On 2 March, Peking issued 280th serious warning. 

. - ·cINCPAC •·s 15 July proposel was approvod as 
"req.uastcd by the State Depat"tment, .Deputy Sec.reta.ry or 
1Defe:·ule, ::arid .. the .. c8p.e.c.1a.J... Aoois tant to the President • 

. - F1rst Incident (2 August) 

a. Intercept or North Vietnamese communications· 
(C0?4INT, Atch. #l) Ol'l 1 August indicated that the MADDOX 
was· being tracked ·b.y D~V naval e.lements. . During the same 
day, the DRV Southern. Fleet· Base at BEN THUY radioed an · 
unidentified.surface craft that a decision had· been made' to ( v) 
"Fight the enell"q tonight. u At 1244H the ne;.:.t da• the· l)JlV >:-::' 
Northern Fleet base at· Port Wallut 1-i v s ..J~•.-:-:.iillllC" 

10at T-1L;2, "Received· Orders 146 ... 1 2 DID use ~ 
to. go to~s'.:he·r w~th enemy following o launch tQ . . « • _ 

_, attack waa apparently imminent at 1412H when an un1de~ti-
t1ed sho;e · stat:;on ·oroered the T-146 tt:rJbMJr. 4''41)l(~HilfJN90ff LIBRAR' 

· tu.m bacK to pa i.h. ot the enemy • • • • ~!f'llt\!'61'.1 '1 A.'t! . .. -. 
~; - .. 

Cy .2 of~--· .cy.s 
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1607H the MAD.OOX reporte.d,b•~ng.attacked by three North 
Vietnamese craft and. tha·i:; it was 0pening fire. 

b .. Subsequent ORV COMINT substantiated reports from 
the MADOOX that an attaclc had, 1n fact, occurred. CO~TINT 

reflections indicated that the attack had been carried 
.out by DRV Torpedo Flotilla 135 compr1sed or T-333, T-336 
and T-339. ·DRV communications· revealed that the T--339 
.,;as sunk while the T-336 sustained he·avy damages; the T-333 
apparently escaped with only minor damages. 

- Second Incident (4 August) 

a. On 4 August, DRV n~val communications (COMINT, 
Atch #1) again indicated preparations were underway for. 
another attack that night. The .T-142 and T-146 (Swatow 
boats) were ordered to prepare for "m11tary Operations." 
The T-333, 1-ihich was 1nvol ved 1n the previous incident, 

" ""~ f,;.,c. · was ordered tp. obtain oil to participate in the second 
JJ..:~').;,~~.?·~.·n,.. attack •. That night the MADOOX joined by the USS TURNER 
u~ .. ;,9.. JOY, reported surface and.-a1r contacts on their radar · 

sc~eens. The surface contacts were later identified as 
I t,f.i_,J oA hostile, and at 2240H the Mi~DOOX opened fire. Subseguent l 

:.'~~:..,~ ~ 'N.•' reports from the destroyers 1nd1ca.1;ed that possibly two 
:, ,.,, ... ·~ ~ . PT boats had be~m sunk. This was later confirmed b a 
' 'c)-11-\. l"._ .. , 
;_ """'~ J"c~.l,n:'· me.ss e s a 1n· We acr ice wo comrades but a l 
'P'J~, '· · e an reco e o a one. e same message 

repo e a wo enemy p anes een shot at and at 
least one damaged. A ltter reoort stated that "an eneN 
vessel perhaps·wounded • 

. 
b. Debr~ef1ng or the pilots, providing air coverage 

over the MADDOX and TURNER JOY, revealed that during the 
incident they observed gun flashes on the surface of the · 

.. t~"' 'P\ (l'4 water and bursting light AA at tpe1r approximate tl:1.ght 
~"'\. 1r:vft -~,.".altitude. It is. ?oss1ble · th§.t tl}c !>J.}V PT boats m±sttok 
,.,,. ........ 'r)1m the illumination iares being dropped by the aircrat a\! 
lAl"'o"' · hit a o'n the plane$. · .. 

()(J 

• .. ·.·• 

. - In response to Joint Chiefs of Staff instructions, 
a modified DESOTO Patrol was resumed on 7 August and completed 
on 8· AU£Ust. The northern point for th:ts mod1!'1ed track was 
1841N. No DRV hostile reaction to the pat1"'0l was indj,cated 
during 7 - 8 August.period. CINCPAC wao authorized to wit~-
dra;z th-a d".estro~·e1 ... c fro1.i the area due to Typhoon "IDA 11

, • • . • 

nowevar he was abl~ to complete. ·the modified patrol on 8 
August prior to withdrawing • 

... CINCPAC, by n:1.s message 080155z,, requested 
penn1ss1on to conduct another full scale DESOTO Patrol into. 
the Gulf of Tonkin during the period 12 - 17. A\lgust. The 
patrol was considered necessary in view of the recent 
attacks., the .forced ret:1.rement from the Gulf due to Typhoon 
IDA.,. and that the intelligence obJe.ctives for the area 
north of 20°N latt1tude .had not been fulfilled. The patt'ol 
has. been o.1sapproved at th1s time. but will be cons1dered 
at f. later date.. · 

. 
t YNDON JAINES JOHNSON LIBRAR~ ~ · 

'i'OP S:SOFIE'f ~IliAR 
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'I'OP SEOH:&'l' iSilffcR 

place but the attacks W~FJ.:J.PS-t1.gatecl by the DRV Using 
Swato.ws .and motor torpedo boats. 

- Examination of tracks of the· MADDOx/TURNER 
JOY and the units of OPLAN 34A indicates that there was 
no mutual interference. Addit.ionall~", the MADDOX/TUfu\JER 
JOY were not in the 34A operations area when the two ships 
were attacked~ 

12~~1),q-aM.y 
tfAiPH D. STEAKLEY --y 
Colonel, USAF · . 
Chief', Joint Reconnaissance 

Center · 
Operations Directorate 

· 4 Attci.chments 

\ 

J. Chronology of Events Derived 
· ~rom message traf't1c 

2. Chart showing first incide!'lt 
3.. Chart showing second. incident 
4 Chart showing MADDO~/rxURNER JOY 

tracks 

Prepared 'by.: 

Cdr H.E. Fitzwater, USN 
Joint R~connaissance Center, J-3 
Extension: OX ~-7356 

.COPY· 

• 

l YNOON a3A1NES JOHNSON UBRAR , 

'fOP S:SGP&T B!MAFr 3 
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DATB/T:ME 
:(HOTEL). 

28 July 

300830 

3oi~o5 . 

301440 

301610 

302110 

302315 

310002 

310037 

ATTACHMENT 1 

C~1P~~5t . .'Ol EVE!.f.L'S 

SHIPS/PTF POSITIOH 

USS ('4/U>DOX 

MADDOX 

PTFs 2,3,5,6 
. (r'l\V'.P M4J 'r)~ 

lj1, t-n.~ 34-A tofdt) 
PTFs 2,3,5,,6 . 

PTFs 2,,3,·5,6 

P·l'Fs 2,3~5 •• 6 . 

PTFs 2,,3,,5~6 

PTF 3,,6 

PTFs'2,,5 

17-0lN 
1oa.:.29E 

Underway 
DAUAN'G 

16-20N .. 
108-20E 

17-00N 
lo8-20E. 

18.-40 
107-10 

19-00 
106-16 

HON ME 

· HOM NIEU 

• 

REMARKS 

De.parted Keelung, Taiwan 

Sighted 2 P~ type crai't 
that passed ·ahead south-· 
crly heading "NASTY CLAS~" 
Two core sighted 15 c1n~ 
later one "sar.Je class" 

~!~~~t8f.~~~:~~~11~e CPA 
3 J:Jiles. 

PTF 2 
ceeded 
NIEU. 
to HON 

i 

d 5 then pro­
trect to HON 

• 

s 3 ~d 6 direc 

: need bor.lbard­
NIEU. 

310048 

310110 

Pl'Fs 3,,6 HON ME 

HON Hmu 

· PTFs defarted fror.J area. 

PTFs 2,,5 

- PTFs 3,,6 

310730 'PTF 2 

310955 PTF 6 

311o45 PTF 5 

.311055 PTF 3 

311120 PTF 2 

311300 ·MADDOX 

TOP S!GHB'f BIH-AR 

DAN ANG 

DJU·JAHG 

DAN ANG 

DANAHG 

17-05IJ 
l07-l8E 

l 

PTFs de~arted trotl area·· 

Rcturne~ to ~ase alon~ 
aane rof ~ as approach 

Rcturnet to base via 
19-00N, 106-i6E the11cc 
·direct o Danang 

S~f~ro~' an engine 
casual • · 

. . 
. I 

Al. .. 1 .. ivedl at base 
I 

Arrivcdj at base 
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D ... .r,i.,... J''T'j~'l'C' 

~J-~~.:.~ 

(HOTEL) 

Oll6oO 

011801 

012000 

0122-19 

012222. 

020027 

()20152 

020255· 

SHIPS/PTF 

-MADDOX 

DERIVED FROM 
COM:oo· som~cEs 

MADDOX 

DERIVED FROM 
bo~.1I1JT sot-:ME8 

DERIVED FROM 
coraNT souRcEs · 

DERIVED FROM 
c0t1n~ sotmbEs 

DERIVH'...l> FROM 
CONI~n' SOURCES 

POSITION ---
J.8·-04 .9N 
lo6-~l.8E 

19-00N 
l05-Sll.3E 

2 

REMARKS 

A oessage was intercc9ted 
being paoaed frorn Nava1 . 
Hqs at BEN THUY to sur-
f ace vessel·hull #377 
which was interpreted as 
an apparent plru1 coordine 
tion of naval/srtillery 
eleoonts fire oissions 
on nautical charts to 
support DRV naval ~atrols. 
It was interpreted as 
being a :poas·ible reaction 
·to recent "enetly incurs.ion 
1n DRV waters~ 

• 
110 Junks fishing crai't 
sighted.· USS MADDOX 
sent: "Contemplate 
serious reaction my rnove­
r.1ents .in Vicinity Pt. 
Ch~l1e in near future. 
Received ini'omation 
indicating possible 
hostile actions"~ 

Message ..intercepted, 
informing vessel T-142 
"Turn on equipcent. 
Enemy going in course of 
52 degrees. Located 
9NM i'rorJ HON l\m bearing · 
134 't. . 

\. f 

'·· 

Vessel T-146 sent "Encr.zy .---~, 
located at 9NM .fror.i '·, v 
HON ME·bearing 148011

• 

BEN THUY sent a oessa~e· 
to T-255 not:T.ng that it 
had been "decided to fj.f5ht /. 
the ener.iy tonight when \._· 
you recei.ve directing 

· orders.". T-255 was quorie: 
it she had received "the 
onenyts consecui1ve 
chan3e i'roc 52.' 

Observation post on HON 
IiIE and Swatow Class PGN 
T-1~6 were inforl:lcd that 
01 1800 position of· c:~er.1y 
vesael was 11 NM SE of 
HON' ME bearing 168. 
Port Wal~ri· ·, d. SU.-:lC 
Swatow c~s l T-146 f · 
that· three vessc s fron 

l Yrftl~~ ;'1HNSDtfl~RAR'. 
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· DATE,(rIME SHIPS/PT.it' POSI!J.ill! REMM!CS 

02<>400 

020448 

021100 

021230 

MADDOX l<)-05.lM 
105-5~2 

DER!VE.D FROM Swatow Class PGM. T-377 
corfiNT SOUfiUES reported "the unit .was' 

launched at 0230G and 
was wai.t1ng northeast 

· of' HON NGU. . 

MADDOX MADDOX sent: "Have 
tercl.nated orbit. Pro_. 
ceedini due Eaat f:ror.i • 
Pt. "C at ten knots 
until daylight. Heavy 

M.'\DDOX ~ · 

MAD DO~ 

MADDOX 

1 -47N 
l· -o8E 

. concentrat~on of' junks 
to North" •. · 

MADDOX reported: "Condi­
tions Wlchanged. U11loss 
otherwise directed El!1 
·proceeding to Pt. DF.LTA. 

"Sighted approxirlately · 
75 Junks. Will deviate 
.frC>r.1 track as necessary 
to avoid passing . 
through,." 

MADDOX r.eported ·"sighted 
3 PT craft J.O :r:iilcs. 
North ot HON ME Island 
on a Southerly heading 
- ~ Gpeed 20K. CP~ 7Ni>i. 
Evalua:ted as P-4 s." 

T-142 to Port Wall1.::~ 
~'received. orders - 1116, 
-142 .. DID (l. group n:tas1:ngJ 
Unc high opced tc go 
together with encoy 
tollowing to launch 
tol'PGdocG." 

.COPY··<' 
LYNDON dlllNES JOHNSON LIBRAR' 

'!'OP S80HE9? D!Nltft 3 

I 
~ I 



~i ,~:':~: , ~ 
,: c .. ~~ 

DATI/'l'Ii'6 SHIPS/PTF 
(HOT2L) 

-
021315 

621412 

·021607 

.0216o8 

!·!ADDOX 

DERIVED FR011 
~OMLNT sotmCES 

MADDOX 

DER!VED FRO~I 
cQfm·iT sotmcEs 

r-1ADDOX 

MADDOX 

l9-47N 
lo6...;_31.1E 

l9-41.5N 
l06-35.6E 

4 

P.3MAR.~ 

MtDDOX reported: 11
31~'.ht­

inc;. 2 poss. Swato·w class 
North o.f HON ME 011 Si:'1rch­
:crly heading. Speed ~1C .. , 
All appeared to be head­
ing 1?or v1e1.nity of EON r. 

An unidenti.fied source 
station possibly SAM. SOH 
i9q3· 30N/105-55E ordered 
the T- l-!16 to "leave the 
T-135 and turn back to 
the eneray and attacl<. :: 

MADDOX" 11 I arJ bej.ng. 
approached by Pd. speed 
craft · Wi.th apparent 
intention or torpedo • 
attack. I intend to open 
i'ire 11" necessary in self. 
defense". · 

Between 02i5lt7 -thru 
022230,, DESaro Patrol 'l.•1af. 
under continuous 
surveillance by DRV nava:! 
elecents. Several 
references to repulsi..l"lg 
the enemy were notc.d. 
Tl'ack data reveals that r 
three vesecls~ the T-1~2Jr ; 
T-J.46 and the 'l'-135 close:~:i.-

.. It-! 

and instituted the actior;~ l . 
011 the MADDOX. . . 'P~J 

,......,vr.J cl .-
Froa MADDOX: "3 torpedo /:...;: 
boats nearing on bearing T; 

268° range 11.5 NM closir h 
at 50 Kts." ~ 

~l.;' 

MADDOX: "Being attac!<:Cd. 
by 3 DRV PT craft:.. -I a":'l 
opc1~i11Q .f':.lrc \·;1th 5 1:1cli 
b<!tt~ry. f.ir :::.upport fror"' 
TICO ETA 15 r.:i:..~ut0c. " 

PT boats closed to 9000 
'yards, MADDOX tut'nec1 t.o 
course· 1500- and t iJ:-~~J 3 
warning shots ·w1·;;;h 5 ·• 
guns. Speed 27 knot~. 
Torpedo boats continued 
to .close, tal<:~:m U."l'lder 
cv·.tinaons .f:t!":1. 
Al though receiv:1.r1g nu::Jcr· 
ous nits .and near nisscs,, 
2 o oa c~ ett>s e_d t:e . J.b o ~1. ! • 
5000 yar~. . :· ~cause 
of volur.t ; . . ire 
r.1ade 2L."'l . e.t: ct . e. laune: 

LYJtA~lP.!1~-~~AR 
.free aft to forward. 
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Dt:7E/TUS SHIPS/PTF 
(liOTELl 
. 

021Goe (contsd) 

0216o8 

021621 

02~622 

021629 

021630 

MADDOX 

MADDOX 

DERW.wD FROM 
co:vw,1 .. @\MCES 

MADDOX 

I'·)S~TION' 
--~ ---

5. 

REMAP.KS 

M:-:i . .::hin:? g~n fire f:-or.1 
PT resulted in one hit. 
After boats turned (~~·ray 

MADDOX· tU?ncd to pur;;u.a 
U.."1 til TICO aircraft 
arr! ved. :rtiADDOX direc te<i 
aircraft to· attack. 

Message tron CTG 77.5 to 
COM7THFLT sa.id~ 

"l. MADDOX 25K clait1s 
being pursued by 3 hig:1 
speed 45Kt surface cra..ftA 
2. Orig providirii; 4 F-8E 
cover armed with ZW'li 
B.nd. amco. 
3. Instructed not to ope~ 
fire unless MADDOX or• 
-aircraft fired upon. " 

Third torpedo boat h~d 
pulled alcost abe?..l'J,, and 
at time Qf rece1v1ns 
direct hit, dropped. 
torpedo in water. Was 
not. ob'serv•d to run (;~or}'. 

T-146 1nstru.cted· T··l42 
(6157) ordel'·l35 111>0 
not nake ·war during day­
( Fr~tend to go to the 
shore then re;ui'n to 
HON ME II.) 

Froc MADDOX: · "PT craft 
cor.ipleted torpedo attack 
and rot:Lred. Ship 
austa:tned no dar.la.G\:· 

·Ships guns dacag0d on~ •. 
A1rcraf't froo TICO now · 
attaoki.nS one orai't. I 
ru:i retiring to t.h e 
Southeastu. . 

·4 F-8s arr1ved over NADDC 
and· ·on .:..--e~ueat by MA!>DOX 
attacked 3 ~otor PT boat~ 
Boats proc.::''eding a"vray at 
hi~ speed in Northe~ly 
di~ection. 2 PT boats 
wr:--::e approXir.lately 10 
ci) . .aa North ·ot t·!ADDOX 
and l about 1:) r.i:ilcs. 

the·. N·:.i:"""!W· · ·.· .D. · .. •· o.!' · 
PTs wit . • o ··01.ts 
on· the ~- s • One 

LYr<Ml--~tlBRAf 
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~3!? SSORR! 151.KJM't -------
DA'I~/TIME SHIPS/?TF 

. _LliOT.EL ,-

021530 (Cont 1 d) 

021641 MADDOX. 

021659 

021700 DERIVED ~Ql:I 
goMIN~ s:@c£:s 

021707 

'fOJ;" SEORm' lHHl\ia 

POSITION 

• 

6 

REMARKS 

Anoth0.r ZW11 run nnd q 
s tra:f ing attacl<s were 1~ad·:) • 
Zuni did not .. hit ta!'get 
but h:t.ts were obser."lcd ~!"l 

t~e stratihg runs. 2 P~3 
not observed to slow dot;m • 
. Second 2 F-8s attacked 
Southerly_. single ·PT boat , . 
Roc:l<ets were expended on 
f'irst run but no hits 
observed. Each aircra!"t, · 
r.1ac1e two strafing .rur..s,, ·one 
aircraft against the North­
erly pa1r. Hi.ts were 
observed on aJ.l otraf1ht:; 
runs and single PT boat wes 
reported dead 1n water and 
burning near ste1•n. 

MADDOX sent: "PT Cl"aft 
cor.1pleted torpedo a.ttael< 
and retired. Ship 

• 

sus ta.1ned no damage. Ships 
guns dar,,a.ged one. Aircraft 
tro~ .TICO now attacking l 
cr·att. I ac retiring to 
Southeast 11

• 

COM7THFLT se~t: "To MADDOX: 
Retire froo area unti~ 
situation clear3 and i'urthe: 
advised. Do not pursue 
attacking era.rt. Fire .as 
necessary in self' defense. 
Report situation". 

The T-142 and 146 turned 
back to !ION ME Islands. 
At 022230H, raessages ~ore 
sent to the 'l'-146 telling 
her to r.ieet the T-lli2 and 
T-135 at HON ME It=il~d,, the~ 
go 1nr.led1ately ta l941N 
10637E. Attar arr,.,,ing 
they should investigate the 
area f o:r? a :r:-adius ot lCN:·! 
ror a DRV vvssel which was 
WOW'lded and lost because of 
ener.iy a.1~:t-af.'t fire or 
because · o.f engine trouble · 
or out of fuel. Mtnr find­
ing it they were diracted 
to to1·r· 5.t back. 

COM71r~tFLT to TICO: "Dir~cJ~ 

your ~·IW picket (TURNER JOY) 
to c:t.osc MADDOX b~st spe.:;d. . ' 
8.j,r. support •. :. ·· .. ~· .. -
tain1ng own , · · · re n. 

. . ' -
" 

LYNDON alAINES JOHNSON LIBRAR 
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·.· Q2l'(l5 

021942 

I • 
! 

i 

~31610 

p31616 

/031645 

031704 

1031727 

I 

i03l758" 

031818 

031845 

\, 

·. 

.§;liIPS/PTF 

MADDOX 

. 
PTFs 2,,"6 

PTFs 1,,2,,5,6 

DERIVED FilOM 
tOMD-f.C . SOURCES 

POSITION 

l921.5N 
Jo6~6E 

19-00N 
10553E 

DANAMG 

DANANG 

1620?1 
l0820E 

D:::RIVED FROM· .. 
ccf.f!i'lT a6UR~ 

17QON 
l082CE 

7 

REMAHKS 

MADDOX retiring at best 
~meed to rendczvoun wl th 
'r~qNER JO'l.' thcnca TICO. 
An~1.o1pato z-endczvouo · 
npproxil'Jately 022000H. 

DRV vosocl T~l42 paancd 
the fQ:t.low1ng rcco.p i'l"Or.1 
its ships log for 2 Aug: 
"1525 - Saw the 135 attac. 1( 

the ener:iy". · 
111630 - \fore ordered· to 
turn around and return 
to concentrate and to 
cor.JCun1cata ·with 165" .• 

MADDOX reports: "A.i.r 
radar now oporat1ve. 
n.tected l)roli>J'.l.ble skin• 
bead radu bea-ring 330T 

· at 031420 1nd1cnt111g 
possible aurt.acc surveil~ -
o.Ii.c~ of r:JY. oovenent". 

Underway froc ba~c. 

underw~ froc base. 

All PTFs in OOJ:l!'any. - ' 

The T-llt2 sant thf: follow­
ing r.1essagc to an unident­
ified station: 11 At 1ll20G 
{1520H) HON ~IE repo~ted 
2.enerny ships bearing 
170° range 25NM course o~ 

MADDo;: :-op:::-1;A : "Ko 
DRV n111ta:cy cratt 
sig.'1.t.ecl. CTG 77 .5 
provided continuous air 
support throughout patrol. 

The T-lll-:.? rcportc the 
1845H position of the 
DeSOTO aestroyern n~ 
20NM ':li'f HON PIE 11 

DRV .r.1e:.."al'lant cargo TF.OnG 
l•lHAT :r:"nGsed urgent ncosas .. 
to V1($t NEHIS !lA'I'H 
rn:ir~.t:t.r.le tro.ncoort :Jcrvic..c: 
11 0316~5 a.t o distance or 
l8NM . r1~oc VAL SOV SON, 
th~rc ia 1 prep aircr~rt 
303-- f'l'OC tha dircc~1on. 

the ship~·· ·.· · . . tcr · 
that to .. ·· . · · ··. ly .. .111 
the dire . · '£ he. shil 

l YNOb1N ~·JOHNSON ltBRAR 
Mi' 2 Pn,e;;,.,.~, oa 011 ~J t,r 

d I 

cor:ocnced return to base, 
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DA,.,.E' lm"TI?· .... 
____£~~~ 

JJiOTEL) 

032000 

032110 

032222 

032320 

032352 

032.1100 

.032400 

OJ.&0002 

.·040020 

. 040025 

040100 

040625 

040650 

040715 

~1300 

SHI~3/PTF 

l·Uw:i:'OX 

P'l'F 2 

PTFs l,,.5.,6 

" MADDOX' .. 

PTF 6 

PTF 1 

PTF 5 

P1l'F. 6 

PTP 6 

P'TPs l,,5 

PT~ 6· 

P1'.~' 6 

p'1"1=i" . _ ... 5 

P'J:F l 

I1AD.DOX 

P
,...,~,--1'\N 

v ... '·'-·i.:.::..... 

1921.2N 
lC647.9E 

D.IU\iA!IG 

J.:t58N 
10711E 

1845N 
l0716B 

1752N 
lo627E 

l757.30N 
lo6S0.20E 

1758.00N 
10630.00E 

DAN ANG 

DAN~~G 

DANAN:'l 

8 

I·iir.nnox ~ ~,..,·~s.. "I 1;-·t"""""'-: -- ...... """'..,.,..:."'.. _., &...1. • .1.""' 

to ~roceed Southea~t to 
J.81:2N 10730E thence Nort;r. 
to posi t1::>i1 1A53M l0733E 
t~ence Wee~ to Point D:8L~ 
arrivine; and cor.D':lenc1ng 
line patroi·to Point 

.CHARLIE at 041300." . 

Returned to b~se. 

P'I'Fs cornrnenced· independe:r.t 
approach to targets. 

M.1'..D:x>X reporte~ "Hold 
surf ace contact 012T 
range 3s:\·.5 :ciles •. Con-

. tact has i'are.lleled r;r.j 
oovecent including ZIG 
ZAG for pr..~t hour. 
TtJit,.'i.Ii:R JCfi. holds ECM 
ci::>n·tact evaluated as Slcir. 
He&.d. radar ·on sace bear­
:tng. Strongly s•J..Spect 
shadow by block patrol/ 
PT.craft." 

Cor.lr.lenced £1::-e on. 
rnili tary cocplex J.ocated 
at South ba.D.k of RON 
River. 

Cor.lr.lenced fire on VINH 
SON radar site. 

Co1:1nenced :f'ire on VJl~H 
Sv~'l ra1ar site. 

Csa~~d fire.and departed 
i":r.tV4':1 araa. 

Ptti..~sued by aneqy craf't • 

Cc~.sed fire~ departed 
t1•·.)rJ a"t"ea~ and cotDenced 
returi' ·t.o base along . 
app::-oaoli rQUte. 

-ou.t~.iatan~ed pursuing 
c~~'t and cornl'ilenced 
rct•.ii:-n to base along 
8.p;it"oach route. 

at ba.s.J. 

•::t·!-, h~il"t ~ ,..... • .W-""LL,, a 

Will ro~ain North of 
l910N per re:f'. A. I . 
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D.A.TE/T:[.'.'ffi §Hg>§/PTF 
..{HO~l 

oii 1300 (Cont r ct) 

041650 

041701. 

Oil1710 

MADDOX 

D?jf4~~S~E . C- ·IN. S 

n-s:uv~:n FR01:.1 
CO:·Ei1i1:!: SOUrlCES 

l9!:7N 
l06l9E. 

·-

9 

P~M.l\.RKS 

1 r.ter:id withdraw to East 
td: OLI l'i30. Air su.pport 
in ·t:he J?:t"ea. .No oignif"­
ic~.nt si3ht1ng/datcction. 
Suspect·shadow continued 
South after ray turn Nert~ 
at 0~0100. "Last .contact 
P.t 04011'00 l"Ei.nge 78 r.iiles 1 

MA.DD(JX 3enda: "Vicinity 
of Pt. DELTA· patrolling 

· to 1910N. S:uspect 
ahaC.0~·1 1$ r.liles to the 
East. Contact has parall .. 
eled r;ry rnovernents tor the 
past ~¢ur hours. Unable 
to have continuous over­
h9ad lo~ CAP troc the 
'l.'ICO .due to. ca.stance."• · 

Xn a seril.!s o~ oessag.es 
released by T-142 to HAI 
POMO on ll. ·Aug . sized up 
the after attack' report 
ot thA.attack on the 

0

MA'DDOX3 
.. 

Tr1e 3 M'!.SS _wh1.ch were 
angaged1 T-3331 T-336 
and the -'l'-339 comprised 
what 1-s believed to be 
H'J!t.3 Sq 135. Dacage resu1t 
in our report is as 
ft:>llows: "MTB 333 l·1:1.th 3 
holes; posn1ble 111'e 
boat damaae; lube oil 
presstu .. e _ is low; a.ux.-
1:1. liaz'Y engine damage 1 

after pipe damage· 
suspected. 

l'i"l'B· 339: Sur.k ?.~ 
reported. by T-333. 
MrB-336: Keav1ly dar.:iaged 
with nany holes. o~ 

011-11ri.es dacaged and 
possible ·oil contan1na:.: 
t1on. Tank gun barrel 
dm':1aged; 2 nen wow1ded. 
( 1"h1o 1'1TB was towed to 
possibly VAN NOA.) 11 

!:.:Id PHOllG bud :1l'.i'on::.::C. 
Su:i.tow· Clo.cc PGI-! T-1~6 
o.!1'1 Bf\C5 ~Af !G there c..l"~ 

t;·ro obJoct1vco, ·cn~:-.:iy 
. ""f-

at 1§52.1· _ .••. -· .. · __ .• _ · · .5E 
~·t 132lH· :~ . - .··. 6N 
lo519. 25.t:; ' "' - .1! .~. ; 

l YltOOtiF.OMNESrJOff~ON LIBRAR 
I . .., 

d.:ctrorcr~ loc<::.t1'011: _ 
Tir.i~ l~ll5H po;..:ition. 
l93S;;23n·10619.3o;:. 
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DATE/T~IB 

(H0114.:Ll 

041940 

~2o49 

o42136 

0422o8 

Oll2240 

SHIPS/PTF 

DERIVED FROM 
COMINT SOURCES 

·MADDOX 

MADDOX 

'!!OP 8:SG:RB':P lHN!'.R --···---

P0SITION _ _.... __ _ 

lSlO.Tl-1 
l0700E 

10 

\ 

REMJ\HKS 

HAI PHON'Q 1nf'orned vcsse:i 
T-1~.2 .(Swat ow. Class} to . 
oal<c ready for g111tary 
opc1 ... ations for the ilight 
or 4 ..\q~. Tha sister sh:tr 
T-1~6 has· also received 
eir.lilar ordero. 
COMMENT: Message 
1nd:tcated that all 
efforts were being nade 
to ~.nclude MTB T-333 in 
tbis.operatiohas soon 
as a.dd1t1ona.l oil can be 
obta1n.ed tor that vessel. 

· (M.1113 T-333 ·participated 
in ~1g1nal attack.) 

FJ:•OQ MADDOX: "Received. 
1n.f ol"r.1at1on ind1catipg 
att·ack by PGN/P-4. (P(, Q"(" ~L\(,' fo~ 
Pro;)e~ding Southeast at J..t1)Jc 
?est speed n. c~,q ,1.J 

(t·{·M· · 
fN< L· hTHFLT sent to MADDOX: 

1 At first li.ght 5· Aug 
.proceed to intercept 
or1gina1 track between 
Pt. CHARLIE·and DELTA 
at; l910N. Reoain on 
this tre.cl< during day-
11~".lt hotirs. FUrther · 
instructions to follow". 

TICO reports: "MADDO,lC 
reports two un1dentif ied 
s~trtace vessels (Skunks} 
and three un1.dent.11'1ed 
airnratt (Bog1es)." 

M..Q..DilOX reports: 
"Un1dont1f':l.ed aircraft 
disappeared rroo radar 
screen. Unidentified 
surface contacts ·not 
closing this ·t1rle, 
ca1ntaining distance of 
27 Diles. 

TICO. rep,orts: nTwo 
original Skunl<s opened 
to 40 ciles. T'nree new 
Skuri..1<s contac·ted at 13 
c11es. Cl~ed to 11 r:iiles 
evaluated as hostile. 
CAP/STRIKE/PHOTO over­
head under control of 

MADDOX• r~({)py. ·_, . 

~c-­

t.,. f:, 

"Cor.lr.lenced·f'~!:i§uon 

LY<H99N'-C.M8'5fff'ISON LIBRAR 
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""TOP ~EeRE'i' MNAH. 

DATE/TiifiE SHIPS/PTF. 
(HOTEL) 

oll2248 HADDOX 

ozi2252 

OZ.2315 

042350 

I . 

MADDOX 

.. MADDOX 

MADDOX 

MADDOX 

'D$RlYEP FROM 
cOMII·rrsnmcEs 

rroP. aee~r nmA!t 

·POSITION 

1817N 
l0732E 

\ . 

REMARKS 

MADDOX reports: "Two 
Slcunks on bear.i closed 
to 10 cilea,, 2 South at 
46 niles closing at · 
relative speed of 70· 
knots." 

MADDOX reports.: · "Ar:i unde:r 
continuous torpedo attac~ . 

. MADDOX reports: "Have 
thus far successfully 
avoided at least siX 
torpedoes. Sl:lall craft 
continuing attacks. 

· Believe one sunk by 
TURNER JOY. At least 
two reJ:lainn. 

• 
MADDOX reports: irPT trotl 
West continued attaqking 
run. MADDOX opened £ire. 
PT launched torpedo 11

• 

MADDOX reports: "Am 
under attack again." 

St·1atow Class PGN T-142 
reported to MY DUO {1952. 
45N l0557E) 11 We shot at 
two eneny airplanes and 
at least. one was d~a.gedl!' 

We sacr1.fj_ced two cOt".rade 
(possibly two boats) but 
all are brave and 
recognize our· obl:i.gations 

Also reported to same 
I hf\.vt.· · stat1011 that f(an eneny 
i''~·""l. • . . ··- aircraft was observed 
JY\''..'~' -.··,cf :ralling into the sea. 
411 ~"

11

/;! ·~ .. :1\r. Eneoy ve~sel perhaps 
J.h· ... ·; a··,v v wounded. 

;,)_1,(1 rs I 

.copy.·_. . : 
LYNDON dAfNES JOHNSON LIBRAR 
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