
T

'DOClD: 4001113

'fer nell!'!' t1MBItlIt

COMINT and the PRe Intervention
in the Korean Wat (S·ee9~

GUY R. VANDERPOOL

Editor'a Note: (U) This i. an eJ:panded version of an addrea giveD by Guy R. Vanderpool at the Cryptologic
HistorySym~ium in October 1993.

"A RISK WE KNOWINGLY TOOK"(U)

(U) On 25 October 1960, four Chinese
Communist armies suddenly attacked General
Douglas MacArthur's command in the
approaches to North Korea's border with the
PRC. The United Nations units withdrew to
defensive positions.' When MacArthu~ resumed
the march a month later, the Joint Chiefs of
Staff informed him that members of the UN
were concerned the offensive might develop into
a "major clash" with the Chinese and produce a
general war with China and the USSR. The JCS
asked MacArthur whether, to reduce .that
danger, he could keep U.S. units away from the Douglao MacArlbu.

PRe boundary. MacArthur immediately denounced the idea. Any such change in his
operational plan would bl, "a betrayal" of the Korean people, "appeasement of Communist
aggression; and "a tribute to international lawlessness; MacArthur declared. He
lectured the JCS that "the entry of Chinese Communists was a risk we knowingly took at
the time we committed our forces."

(U) Nine PRC armies overwhelmed MacArthur's forces just two days later.' Survivors
I

of the first assaults saw long columns of Chinese troops moving past in the mountains to
cut offretreat.' MacArth~rcabled the JCS that he was facing "an entirely new war."

te SSSl But Chinese Communist communications were not new to I I (b) (1)

American cryptologists. Noone who received COMINT product, including MacArthur's own
0-2 in Tokyo, should have been surprised by the PRC intervention in the Korean War.

I,

I
"GENUINE COMMUNISTS"? (U)

(U) The U.S. first obtained COt-liNT on the Chinese Communists from Japan's
communications during, the Second World War. The intercepts reported Communist

I
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military operations as well as the position So..iet officials took when discussing the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP). For instance, Japanese ambassador Sato informed
Tokyo on 4 January 1945 that Sonet foreign minister Moloto.. had stated during an
inteniew:

Russia does not propose to interfere in Chinese .Warrs and doe. not support the CbinelJ8

ComrnuniIW. It iI true that there is a eelf.atyled Communist Party and a Communist Al'my itJ

China. but I personally doubt whethttr theae persons are geuuiDe Communists.fS

(U) Soviet leaders spoke as soothingly to American diplomats. Marshal Josef Stalin
remarked to Ambassador W. Averell Harriman on 10 June 1944 that members of the
Chinese Party were ftmargarine Communists," and Moloto.. said essentially the same to
Messrs. Donald Nelson and Patrick J. Hurley on 31 August.' Hurley, an Oklahoma land
speculator and oilman, had traveled to Moscow before taking up an assignment as
President Roosevelt's personal representative to the Nationalist government in
Chongqing. After a year in China, he still believed Molotov. Hurley announced to
reporters in Washington on 28 November 1945 that he had visited Mao Zedong and Zhou
Enlai at their headquarU3rs in Yan'an and was convinced they weren't real Communists.
"The only difference between Chinese Communists and Oklahoma Republicans is that the
Oklahoma Republicans aren't armed,ft Hurley said."

"Mao ZlIldonlI and Zhou Enlai
I

(U) However the Soviets depicted them and Hurley perceived them, Chinese
Communists did not hide 'their affiliation with Moscow. General George C. Marshall
remarked to British visitors in December 1950 that he had a number of conferences with
Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai in China in 1946. ftPictures of Stalin and Lenin were
everywhere," and Zhou had emphasized that Chinese Communists were Marxists, not
mere agrarian reformers. "They regarded the Russians as co-religionists. This feeling was
thoroughly indoctrinated in their troops," Marshall stated."

3 MP SieRE' ""BRa



'DOClD: 4001113

i OF SECRE j UMBRA CRYPrOLOGIC QUARTERLY

"tb)(1)
/ib)(3)-50 usc 403
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(P)(3)-PL 86-36(U) General Marshall's personal
encounters with CCP leaders resulted from
Washington's attempt to fashion a strong,
united, and democratic China following World
War II. President Truman in November 1945
named Marshall as his special envoy with the
job of settling differences between the
Communists and Nationalists."

"A STATE OF GRAVE CIVIL CONFLICT" (U)

(",eeO) General Marshall established a
framework for continued negotiations between
the Communists and Nationalists, secured
agreement for a cease fire, arranged for
representatives of both sides to monitor the
truce, and tried to mediate a permanent
settlement. Before leaving Washington for
Chongqing, he asked the Army's Intelligence
Division to provide him COMINT support. The
Army Security. Agency (ASA) was already / /. • •
collecting diplomatic and Nationalist traffic ./ / Georg, C. Marshall • •••

that provided commentary on China's internal situation, and it sent operators who quicklY;
isolated communications between the Communistnegotiators and Yan'an. The collection
team moved to N8I\iing when the Nationalist government and General Marshall's mission
transferred there in May 1946, and ASA also ll$tabllshed a new intercept station in Seoul,
South Korell, to cover the Communist Iinks.'·./ .,/ / • •••.

(11'8"1 Interceptl ~eredifficult. Unreliable electrical ~wer in ••.
Nanjing and poor hearability in Seoul caused 1'01Iection gaps,lmdl I

I t3 General Marshall was Impatient. n ASA
officer related that in June 1946

We had to go up and explain to General Marshall what lASA H$adquarters) didn't want to put
dOWQcln paper:1

I Irn-"---.,.....----

('fSel Nevertheless ASA did produce COlollNT that assisted General Marshall.
I Iplaintext correspondence yielded
over 800 translations. A State Department official commented in the spring of 1947 that
General Marshall had "Ii very great interest" in those messages'"

~ The diplomatic, Nationalist, and Communist communications revealed the two
sides were determined to decide the future of the country by fighting rather than by

TBP SEER!. YMIM "
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negotiating. In a circular mesaage intercepted on 15 August 1946, the Communists
specified why they refused to parley with the Nationalist (Kuomintang) government:

-:-- Inl....."ll.llftel-........--Pf_........~·
... thCoOI\llIIc~.\

•. ~1'I'It'..1e... ""'lttlll
'-"":'R~ ",
.--_JlIlIM·,... _......

Map I

1. The Kuomintang'~unwillingne!l& to cease warCare on all fronts and its insistence
on occupying North Cl1ina !ly force.

2. The KuomintanJ,s unwillingness to carry out the decision of the Political
Consultative Council and its stubborn reCusal to discuss political issues affecting areas
which have not been occupied by Corce.

3. The Kuomintang's insistence on one-party government.

4. The Kuomintang's advocacy of military dictatorship.

5. The Kuomintang's failure to act on its promises."

'"(881 By late summer 1946 it was thus evident from COMINT that China's doors were
closed to Amerkan mediation. General Marshall had become a powerless spectator ot the
bitter struggle between Communists and Nationalists and a casualty of the Soviet
American Cold War. Washington policymakers increasingly interpreted the strife in
China as a battlefield of worldwide conflict with Moscow in which confrontation rather

5 yep 5&&"&1 ue'IR A
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than negotiation was the prime consideration. While General Marshall attempted to
bring the two sides together, Soviet military forces occupying Manchuria strengthened the
Communists. At the same time, the U.S. provided material and financial aid to the
Nationalists.'T The Communists hated the United States for helping the Chiang Kai-shek
regime. They charged in their 15 August message that "the reckless actions in which the
.Kuomintang has indulged and which have culminated in a state of grave civil conflict are
a result of the mistaken policy of the American authorities in giving aid to Chiang [Kai
shekJ." In early 1947 General Marshall returned to Washington to be secretary ofstate,'·
the last Communist envoys departed for Yan'an," and the radio links that had provide.d
intelligence on the Communist negotiating position lIulled ofT the air."

MORE THAN A MILLION REGULAR TROOPS (U)

,"=, ~~~~~~~~~=~~-:- .....,,..,....,.._~~ The State
Department's Special Projects Staff (SPS), which was responsible for analyzing COMINT

TOP IiE&AEf I:IMIM 6



'DOClD: 4001113

jib) (1)

lep 5EEREllfMIItJIt;!

. ///~~ ://.....:':,:,.,i

and briefmg State offic~ls I/n the results, completed a study of the materiaL on 21 Aprili
1947. '. . ..

/ ,: i i

ISel-For the S~, Knearly every message" implied Kcontrol or eoordinatioft from
Moscow," The mater~l furnished "authentic 81ld cOncrete prool" ofe'QOperation .bet,ween
Moscow and Yan'an in "propaganda and organization" and refuted ~the repeateddeJrl,als of
organized connections between the [CCPJ and the Soviet Government.K FurtherUll/re, an
III March 1946 coml;llunication in which the C~P requested a loan of "1.5 tqi 2.5million
Ameri,can dolla.ra" for postwar propaganda expenses indicated Yan'an's "dependet,:ce" .. on
Moscow for financial support." . /// ii /

. -tBeT E~r1ier messagesh toth de.monstrated the Chinese
.Communists were Marxist- J1).nlSts lInked closely the Soviet Uni,Qn ~ ~,ontained

inforl;llation that might h/lve profited American diplomacy and intelligence operations.
Yan'an described attempts tQ subvert Japanese soldiers during World W~ II lind sought
Soviet assistance in the contest with the Nationalists after thei war~nded. On 27
September 1945, Yan'an asked Moscow to airlift Chinese Communist troops to Japanese
occupied Manchuria, promising safe 'landing areas and Ka gre"t qualltity of' captured
gasoline. Chiallg Kai-shek had already secured American help in the !;lice for north
China. In August and September 1945, the U.S. Army and Navy hastened to transfer
Nationalist armies by air and by sea to accept the surrender o(.Japan'sforces."

~Vieweddown long years ofretrospeci: /: ~uggestedas well that
the CCP was not Moscow's puppet. The meges HildUM 6 courteous formality.
Yan'an informed Moscow of its political activities, its wars with the Nationalists, and the
strength and composition of its'army, but appeared to do so selectively and sparingly. The
messages made clear that far from the guerrilla reml)8nts that sought safety in Shaanxi
province after the Long March of 1934-1935, the .Communists possessed formidable
military power at the end ofWorld War11."'./ •

~ Other than the iJdications that CO(OnelClarkO'General Marshall, and
members of the State Department's SPS saw sonJe ofth ranslations, we have no

• I "

information on the U.S. distribution. If China analysts at tate and the Department of
Army had access to the 4aterial, they ignorlld it when calculating the strength of the
Communist army. In AprIl 1945 Mao Zedol!g stated publicly that he hali 900,000 regular
troops. In early October '1945,~intereept revealed Communist regular forces
totaled 1,020,000; according t~sage, the CCP intended to reorganize the
formations into sixteen armies of three divisions each. Almost a year later, in mid-1946,
the G-2, Depertment of the Army, carried only 600,000 regular troops in the Yan'an order
of battle. In August 1947; the Department of State's Chinese Affairs Division estimated
Communist forces numbeted no more than 1,000,000 troops. In contrast, Mao Zedong

I

stated on 25 December 1947 that Communiet regulars totaled 2,000,000 - probably an
accurate figure given th~ indication of a progression in strength between April and
October 1945." The American tendency to underrate PRC military power would persist

7 'fer SE'AIiTWUIA'
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. .

with harmful effect through the fall and winter of 1950, when it fell to comjnanders and
intelligence officers to assess China's ability to intervene in the Korean War./

n~eSe) But minimizing the importance of the Chinese Communists wlls not confined
to COMINT customers. During the endeavor to support the Marshall miSSIon, ASA traffic
analysts isolated what they called a "rather extensive network" that possibly served the
Communists in north China and Manchuria. The complex passed a great deal of traffic,
but ASA could intercept few messages because of the primary need to collect
communications of the Communist negotiators. When the linWs supporting the
negotiators disappeared, ASA dropped the radio groups in north China and Manchuria
because ofpressure to put every possible position on Soviet targets.t7

/

REDUCED RESOURCES; HIATUS INI ---.JfEXCHANGES,
1947-1949 (Ul .

Ie-SSQ) Thereafter the C01>IINT effort on the Chinese Communists suffered not only
reduced collection but also cutbacks in analysis. The accompanying chart depicts
combined ASA and Navy, and, beginning in November 1949, the Armed Forces Security
Agency (AFSA) people assigned to various problems. Note that Far East targets were the
only ones that took significant personnel losses during this period, declining from 261 in
June 1946 to 112 in December 1949. Most of the work on the Far East concentrated on
Chinese Nationalist targets.~

Person-nel allocations.June 1946-Dec 19<&9

roe i~RIiT YMIRA 8
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military communications as well;l~ J,ymf'i948, the U.S. Communkations Intelligence !
r cid.,qJ// /~eeurityprocedures were too.liix to trust th~ / t

10. AmerkanCOMINT. USCIB ordered ASA-and the Navy to sLtlleir .,
Le:::x=~an~g::e:::l"'-""''''''ItwllSnot until October 1949, and then only at the urging of./ •

that USC;lBi~be~ga~n~to~relaxthe restriction, first permitting raw traffic to be releas . , and
in March 1950 authorizing technical exchanges. FrOm the si~ !was in
a good position to obtain comprehensive coverage ofCommunist military communications
in south and central China. Coupled with the lack of U.S. collection and analysis, the
hiaius in COMINT exchanges I Idelayed reconstruction of the militaljr ~tworks

until the Korean War began;" . (b)(1)
(b)(3)-50 usc 403

. .

RENEWED EMPHASIS; PRODUCT REPORTING AND DISTRIBUTION, 1950 (Ul

~S8~When Communist armies destroyed NatiynaH;;j; fgrcetin Manchuria and
pushed into central and south China in 1948 and 1949L fmerican customers
began pressing for better COMINT coverage of the Communists. In those days most U.S.
intelligence officers believed the Soviet Union controlled Communist movements
wherever located. The agencies estimated Moscow was preparing for war with the West
and would be ready for a showdown sometime in 1950. Before then the Soviets would start
local conflicts. When the People's Republic of China (PRC) was formally established on 1
October 1949, the intelligence agencies regarded the .new state as an extension of Soviet
power.3L

~ In March 1950, USCIB stressed that increasing the COMINT effort on the PRC
(b)(1) was of "extraordinary importance." Because AFSA had only enough reSOurces for a token
(b)(3)-50 usc 403uuusearchand:deveIllPl11ent of military communications. USCIB authorized more people,
(b)(3)-PL 86-36 more collection POSitiol1ll,8:ndii:neWsitel ~ all to be dedicated solely to

the PRC problem. But eJen though the resources came rapidly after that, and AFSA
shifl.ed people to the PRC: from other targets, it would not be until 1952 that traffic
·analysts could detect from military communications when PRC units entered and left
Korea. I

(0)(1)// in ~~~~::t~:~ThataChi!~~~u::~:c~:eu~:::::==~~~:rio~r;:::;;~>IS) (1)
(b)(3)-18 USC 798 J I . .
(b)(3)-50 usc 403 ········1 targets and Chinese plaintext civil communications by a {e",lingUists and
(b)(3)-P.L.86-36 reporters _ five to six at ASA and then AFSA during the late 40s, eight to twelve when the

Korean War began, including Mr. Norman Wild," M:r. Ro!lert E. Drake,34and.Ml'. Milton
Zaslow," who was the chiefofthe section..

(SoSeS) AStJ FlIeet~d~~inesecivil communications after World War II
and continued to Ao so after the Communists seized power. The messages were numerous,
ranging from personal greetings and announcements of family events to official

9 'Fer 5EERE'F lIMBM
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Milton Zaslow Rob.rt Drake

government reports. Mr. Zaslow established a system in which the best linguists scanned
the messages fust, then assigned them to subject-matter translators and reporters. The
section also obtained machine support for translation. The effort yielded intelligence on
the PRe economy, transportation and logistics, and the positions ofmilitary units."

(S-CC6) Reporting departed from custom. Zaslow recently recalled:

AFSA wu conaidered to be'a technical agency reaponaible for decrypting and translating bita of

informatioD.. Only 'professiona! intelligence omeen' in customer organizations were supposed to be

qualified to evaluate the infprmatJ.on and diecUB8 it with commanders and policyma.kers.31

Notwithstanding this conception, Zaslow and his associates knew the agencies could not, (b)(1)

always discern what was ocC,urring bY,reading individual translations. On occasi<J,Il,they (b)(3)-50 usc 403
(b)(3)-P,L,86-36

thus covered complex developments by writing reports based on many messages,/

(8 eeSI AFSA transm,itted its productI lel~~triCallY to
customers in Washington as well as overseas." The standard recipients of Chinese
Communist product were the State Department's Special Projects Staff, CIA, Navy, the
Army G-2, Air Force, GCHQ, the British Liaison Office, and ASA Pacific HQ, located in
Tokyo. The latter and the Army's 0-2 distributed the reports to MacArthur's staff. The
intelligence agencies republished the COIdINT in their own summaries, and two groups
responsible for assessing in~rnationalevents -the Watch Committee chaired by CIA and
the Joint Intelligence Indications Committee chaired by the Army's G-2 - gisted the

I

COMINT product as well. Agencies relied on COMINTand credited it with statements such as
'''communications intelligence reported" this or "a message stated that. . .." They
frequently referred to collateral as "unconfirmed information." The agencies distn"buted ,
both COMINT and non-COMINT versions of their summaries and estimates. For example,
CIA produced intelligence memoranda and National Intelligence Estimates at the Secret

,er SEER!!' tlM11tA 10
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level as well as a Top Secret Codeword Situation Summary that contained all-source
intelligence. The Joint Intelligence Indications Committee publiahed both codeword and
noncodeword reports of its weekly deliberations. The agencies and committees distributed
their publications to the president, the secretaries of state, defense, and military
departments, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and major headquarters including General
MacArthur's Far East Command in Tokyo.at

(U) Intelligence assessments on developments in the Far East of that time portended a
general war with the Soviet Union: the proclamation of the PRC in October 1949, the
Sino-Soviet Treaty of Mutual Assistance in February 1950, Beijing's apparent
determination to attack Taiwan, snd China's advancement of Viet Minh aspirations
against French colonial rule in Indo-China constituted Moscow's opening moves toward a
critical confrontation with the West. As a result, COMINT professionals began to notice
maJor changes in the dispositions ofPRC main force units in the spring of 1950.

COMINT DETECTS FORCES MOVING TO KOREAN BORDER,
MARCH-OCTOBER 1950 (8 999)

~As shown on Map 3, AFSA reported in May and June that some 70,000 PRC
troops from two army groups were moving down the Yangtze River in ships toward
Wuhan.'·

I

~On 17 July, based on thirty-five civil messages, AFSA reported that the Fourth
Field Army, which the Army 0-2 at the Pentagon considered China's best combat force,"
might be preparing for an operation against Taiwan or be moving to Manchuria. Some of
the units had moved east" but otlters deployed northward just before the North Korean
invasion on 25 June. An element of the 40th Army relocated from Guangxi in south China
to north-eentral Manchuria between 17 April and 12 June. On 31 May, an element of
another army, the 39th, ivas addressed north of Wuhan on the rail line leading to
Manchuria." (Map 4)

~The Army G-2 believed AFSA's 17 July report meant the Fourth Field Army was
going to invade Taiwan. The Watch Committee expressed the opinion that the
"concentration of Chinese Communist troops in Manchuria might be intended for use in
Korea,' although "there was no indication as to when or under what circumstances they
might be committed.... I

"lSGM>n 1 September, ~FSA published a follow-up based on forty-one more messages., .

Beijing had continued to transfer main force units to Manchuria after the North Korean
invasion. A major command HQ, the 13th Army Group, relocated from Guangzhou in the
south to Dandong on the Sino-Korean border between 19 and 26 August; an element of an
additional army, the 42nd, deployed to northwestern Manchuria by 24 July; and units
belonging to still another army, the 38t~, were addressed north ofWuhan on the rail line

11 lOP lECAE' dMSItA
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Map 3 - March and April: PLA army groups moving

Map 4 -17 July: 4th field army operation intended in Taiwan or Manchuria

12
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Map 6 - 2-4, 21 October: PJ.A massing on border;3rd Field Army sending units
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to Manchuria in late June and late July." As represented by the dotted lines 0'; Map 6, the
G-2 and CIA concluded that both the 38th and 39th Armies were en route to Manchuria
when COMINT detected them at stations along the railroad."

~ The 1 September report also stated that a new artillery division had been
referenced on the same rail line north of Wuhan on 24 August. And in Manchuria,
messages referred in June and August to new combat formations south and east of
Shenyang - the 66th and 57th Armies, which CIA believed to be former local defense forces
that the People's Liberation Army had upgraded to main foree units."

~he intelligence agencies deeided in September that the PRC had postponed the
invasion of Taiwan and intended to give some form of armed aasistance to the North
Koreans in the immediate future. On 22 September, the Watch Committee agreed that
the PRC could move into Korea "with little advance notice.'"

('fSElI During the first three weeks ofOctober, COMINT revealed that the deployments
had changed. Units that had deployed to central and western Manchuria or to rail centers
from which they could advance quickly to Manchuria, now moved up to join the 13th Army
-Group HQ on the Sino-Korean border. As shown on Map 6, the 39th Army - last seen
north of Wuhan - was reCerenced on 6 September at Liaoyang, about 100 miles from the
border. By 28 September, an element oC the 42nd Army, last noted in northwest
Manchuria, moved to Tonghua, within C'lfty miles of the Crontier. Moreover, the 118th
Infantry Division. 40th Army, had been addressed at Dandongon the 6th. On 23 October.
AFSA reported the entire army might have moved to Dandong. The agencies, however, did
not carry the relocation ofthe 40th Army until early November."

~A maasive new deployment was also under way. AFSA published a 21 OctoberI ~hat twenty troop trains were heading toward Manchuria Crom
(\\1<1)// SnangnallD the 'tn.ril held Army's area ofresponsibility."
(b)(3)-18 usc 798
(b)(3)-50 USC403

(b)(3)-PL 86-36l\fORE;:ARNI:NCBEFORE THE 25 OCTOBER "FIRST PHASE OFFENSIVE" (U)
.. : - - -.

inte=:~~:::g~r ga~e dimen~io~~dP~j;:~e~::~~t:7m~~~::_~
September that, based on a l:onversation he had had with Zhou Enlai, he'br.evean!e PRC
would intervene if the UN crossed the 38th paralIel into North Korea." ColIateral,
comU'med Zhou Enlai had warned the Dutch and Indian envoys on 3 October that the PRC
would send troops into Korea if U.S. forces entered territory above the 38th parallel.>!
PRC civil communications from 10 September to 15 October revealed the military had
taken over railroads to the 'extent that goods could not be shipped to consumers between
Shanghai and Manchuria." North Korean military communications mentioned a
"regiment that came from China" on 27 September." Furthermore. a 6 October message
stated that a shipload of medical supplies had been sent to DaHan and Dandong near the
Sino-Korean border. 54

'Fe' SEEAEf l:IMI"" 14
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« .('fBel But when the UN landed '8uccessfully at Inchon on 15 September .and drove the
N.orth Koreans across the :38th ·parallel without interfer.ence from the PRC, the agencies
supposed that Beijing had missed the opportunity to intervene. Intelligence ,officers
hackeda\v~y from their ,earlier warning. They ovedoo'kedthe new pattern of military
·deploym~l1tsto theSinocKorean frontier, ,and minimized orfound alternative explanations
'for other indicators. Although CIAbeIieved the railroad tie-ups in East China signified
"considerable northward military movement," the Joint Intelligence Indications
Committee attrib'utedthe .congestion toa wreck far,ther up the line;" The agencies were
inc.line~to~hinkth~,s~ldiers obser"ed in. trains bound for the north wereno~ from ,the
'rhmiF.reld Army as th4 ~ad reported, but rather were Fourth FreId Army
'troops whose.unitshad alreadymov.ed to Manchuria.56 Moreover, the "regiment that
·came from 'China" mig'hthave'beenNnrth Koreans from Manchuria.51 As for:Zhou.Enlai:s
warnings, Zhou ·could hav.e been 'Usin.gl ~5conduits .to
,discourage the UN from .entering North Korea.'" 'The medical :supplies niight not ·ha"e
:been intended for 'Ohinese 'Communist troops in 'Manchuria, but for the North Koreans or
even the Soviets." Finally,the.agencies 'bickeredoverithe strength of the PRC ,units, with
,CIA 'analysts tending to think that a COMINT ·reference to an army element meant the
,army had moved intact6

' and militaryinteHigence officers beginning to doubt :.thatentire
armies.had relocated.coMINThad not furnished "irrefutal;le evidence·that all ,components
·oithese "ariious,army gI'ou~s are in Manchuria, 'but only portions of them are;",the Joint
Intelligence Indications COInniittee,ar·gued,on 4 Oetober:"TheG-2 conCluded on 4 October
that although ,China:s entry was 'not "',w'hoIl,y to be discounted;" the ,evidence was
insufficient to indicate 'such ,a development was '''either highly ,probable or imminent." ,On
,5 October, the Watch.Committee .venturedthat even though the PRC did have a 'large force
'on the 'border" 'intervention .\.-as ·.~less .likel;y" than 'previously;because .Beijin((.spr<\paganda
;supportingNorth 'Koreahaa.diminished 'and the PRC :Ieadership :prob"bl,y,:did ,not 'Want;to,
:expo~e ,:China it~i.r.etaliator:Y IU .S. 'air;strikes:.~.

-(<0.) .Pr,oesrd,e'ntTruman was ,strJ.\
I

·concerned. lIn h.is :later :8cco.unt .of .even.ts
,preceding the :PRC interJention, :he -wr.ote
.that OZhou :Enll,i's :threats ·h:rotiva:ted 'him ,to
-meet with 'MacArthur. '''I ·kanted ,to ;get Ithe
:benefitof his ,firsthand :information .and
judgement;" ,President Tr.Jman,explained:"
When ,he and MacArthur .donv.enedon 'Wake

Is.laudon· 1:5 'Oc~ober.,1 the ..,pr:e,sid,e:nit
,repelltedly '\lorced ,hrs ,apprehenslOn ,that :the. . I

'Chinese .-m;.gh't'n'terv.e'ne.. '"1 'ha'vebe.en
'W.or,rieda'bo:ut :tha:t,'" hel 'w.as :quoted ,as
'Saying:" "'Wna't ,ate :the 'chbces 'for 'Cliinese

.. t 'f ·1" "t'h' ,'d't 'k d...... LI,n,. Hr, ·enence. :' e :p.r,eSl ,en. :as· '.e ," f?::"~>:~~...
MacA.,;thur.. '''V:e~;y Jittle.;~MacArthur 1'e-
!plied. '''Had ,:th~;y iriter"ened in the :first 'or 'P.re;idelil·Truman

ili8P .SEe,,!! ,ttf'USR'A
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second months it would have been decisive. We are no longer fearful of their
intervention.""

(U) None of the other participants - W. Averell Harriman, the presidential adviser;
Philip C. Jessup, ambassador at large; Dean Rusk, assistant secretary of state for Far
Eastern Affairs; John Muccio, U.S. ambassador to South Korea; Frank Pace, secretary of
the army; General Omar Bradley, chairman of the JCS; Admiral Arthur W. Radford,
CINCPACFLT -apparently questioned the General's assessment."'

(~) 'let after the Wake Island conference, COMINTdetected increased activity in PRC
air communications and new Soviet air patrols along the Korean border. PHOTINT showed
seventy-five to one hundred fighters at Dandong airfield, and a HUMINT source reported
PRC leaders had decided to take military action in North Korea. The Watch Committee
now assessed that the Chinese might indeed intervene soon, but only for a defensive
purpose such as occupation of a strip of territory along the Yalu to protect hydro-electric
facilities."

THE "FIRST PHASE" ATTACKS (U)

eU) On 25 Octobe'r, the armies that AFSAI lhadreportedmovil1:g~ (b) (1)

Manchuria struck UN forces advancing toward the Yalu. The b.S: Marines consolidated
their positions in eastern North Korea, and the Eighth Army pulled back to the
Ch'ong'chon River in the west (see Map 7)."

'"', SEEflET ..Millie 16
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~n 6 November, the Chinese broke oft'this First Phase OfFensive and withdrew
into the mountains facing the UN positions.'· During a meeting of the Joint Indications
Intelligence Committee on 15 November, agency representatives puzzled over the "lack of
aggreSsiveness" on the part of the PRC forces.n The intelligence officers who thought only
elements of armies had deployed to Manchuria now used the same reasoning to estimate
how many troops took part in the First Phase Offensive. Actually about 120,000 had,
attacked in four armies; but the Watch Committee believed the Chinese had made only
"piecemeal commitments of small forces ... from various divisions of three different
armies." The committee reasoned the PRC wanted to promote "the fiction of volunteer
forces but also ... to create the impression ofgreater strength than was actually present."
Major General Charles Willoughby, MacArthur's 0-2, thought only battalion-size
elements had intervened. Asked why the Chinese had been able to destroy a U.S.
regiment in late October, Willoughby said the unit had not taken precautions against a
night attack.72

COMINT INDlCATOR15 OF MASSIVE INTERVENTION (8e)

~ During the month between the PRC First Phase attacks on 25 October and the
Second Phase Offensive that began 26 November, AFSA reported Beijing was moving
three more armies to the Korean border and making extensive preparations for war. On 6
November, a North Korean message mentioned that a PRC "66th Force" had been nearby
during the recent battle with U.S. elements." As already told, the PRC 55th Army was
created from local defense forces in Manchuria during the previous summer. In addition,
two more armies from central and eastern China joined the 38th, 39th, 40th, and 42nd
Armies that had engaged UN forces in the First Phase OfFensive. The 50th Army was in
the process of moving from Wuhan to Liaoyuan in mid-October, and the 66th Army
relocated from Shanghai toiDandong by 26 November (see Map 8).,.

l"f~ The troopsj Ihad observed heading for Manchuria on 21
October had not yet been committed to action in Korea. In partial confirmation of the

I Imessags, CIA on 24 November cited collateral indicating an army group
. headquarterS/lhd two armies from the Third Field Army had arrived in Manchuria. '"

(b) (1 )ifl'S6lj/ ~FSA reported that these new deployments were attended by
preparations for war. The Fourth Field Army and the PRC Air Force moved rear services
headquarters to Manchuria on 28 October and 5 November respectively." I

//
l- now the Chinese and Soviets

•.. .' received I Iat the same time.n I
communications revealed during the first thre'"e-w-ee-:"'k-s-of::'N=o-ve-m=be-r-th=a":'t-:B:-e..ij,.,.in...g.....w~as-;"in.....a...

state of emergency, with authorities sponsoring mass demonstrations demanding
intervention, imposing more stringent censorship, improving air defense, and

(b) (1)
(b) (3)-50 USC 403
(b) (3)-18 USC 798
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36

17 'Fer SEERET "MIRA
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MapS

It 6~ lO,26 November: PL.A "55th Force" in Korea; thr-ee more armies on bord'er

commanding that any soldier or officer could volunteer to serve in Korea.'" On 22
November, the medical HQ of the Fourth FieI'd Army urgently ordered PRC troops in
Manchuria to receive immunizations for' diseases that were prevalent in North Korea 
smallpox, cholera, and typhoid fever."

~ Furthermore', coincident with a North Korean message stating that PRC
reinforcements were expected: in northeast North Korea. PRe dvil c()mmunications
between 9 and 22 November disclosed an organization in Shanghai sending a total of
3(\',000' map;' of Korea to citi~s'on the SinO'-Korean border. The first of the messages stated
that Shanghai was sending at least to,ooo maps to Shenyang~ The Army G-2 reacted to
this report. with an estimate that the PRe might all'orate about. 1,000 maps to a division.
The· 0.-2 granted that, the 10,000 maps might have been for ten divisions but thought it
more' likely the maps' were intended for the, 75,000 Chinese "volunteers" Gene'ral
Willoughby's, staff thought to be' in North Korea. But on, 18· November, Shanghai stated
that, 20,000' maps of Korea' had been sent to Shenyang~ And on' the 22nd, a message'
discrosed 30',000 wereonihe' way.'· According, to the original 0-2, calculation,. 30,000' maps'
would be enough for' thirty! divisions, On 26' November, the PRe launched the Second
Phase.Offensive' with thirty divisions.

~The. agencies now Ibegan to accept the COMINT' evid'ence that the' Chinese were
preparing to strike a heavy' blow. The. Watch Committee-judged on 2' November that the
CMnese. mrght, raise the scale of their involvement, but. it stilt be'tieved' the preparations

TO' SfEEftEt'WI'PR'A
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had prililarily detenll~ve plirpOlleS sucFi f!8 /Ireventm.r North I£o'i'ea's reSfstatlce ftom
clollapeiilg. controlling installations on the border, preserving a base of operationII' for
Korean guetrillall. and tying' down UN forces tliat othetwislr IIlfght be' deployed to deai
with crises alsewhere in the' world. After more COMINT ltcCUni~lated,. the' Watch
Committee wam:ed on 16 l-tovember that the PRC intended "to expand the' scale of
intervention." On ~ November, the Joint ilitelYgeDce irtdiCatlons Conimittee estimated
that the PRe planned io take "extensive action: ofsome sort .•. over a period oftime.""

{ip~ On 24 November, MaeArthur's e6mmand resumed tbe advance to the YaJu 111'
th8' wesil!rn sectdr' only tel' be' thrown back by si,,· PRe armi8& (Map 9). Three more armies
attacked the First 'Mlttine DiviSion and an Army regimental combat team In: the· area
atound the C:hosi.. Reservoir. Those (Orale were (reID' tbg area'· Wher1 I
had SeeR troop' trains IIioving' to Manchuria on 21 October. As Mspli sham, colI&teraf
later t'epelrled tliat One of these anniea, the 20th, erossed over into Korea· wi\b fou'r
divi:iiolllt at ii'an, China. COMiNT had detected tbat5,OOO maps of Korea were sent to J.tall
a·weel< before tbem8Ssi"e oErenslve." (b) (1)

(b) (3)-50 USC 403
(b) (3)-18 USC 798
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36. ~ .~~ .....~ "';.~.~".' ".: ...

. ' .....

'tip.
TIRi cerm A..; tlnIiij\'*d'.p~;m.j\llPiDif·EItkiii Ariit,uN'__ tU4l'

(b) (1)
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coverage9~ ~nd China's civil network despite pressure to work
on &.viet tar~ge=t~s,--------""

(b) (1)
(b) (3)-50 USC 403
(b) (3)-18 USC 798
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36

"~".'

Map 10

E8 eee, Yet ASA should not have dropped Chinese Communist military
communications in 1946. AJ a result, net reconstruction was delayed. It is ofcourse easier
to 'make this observation tluin it would have been for ASA to obtain the resources for such
a large effort in 1946. Ne1vertheless, ASA's 1946 failure to continue targeting the
communications of a targkt of such rising importance 'as the Chinese Communist
movement was an example ofwhat to avoid in the future.

!s eeal As for the intelligence agencies, their arialysts were too prone to transfer
western political-military presuppositions into the minds of the planners ill Beijing. Even
so, they did'pay attention to COMINT and warned, however tentatively, that the Chinese
would intervene.

I

(U) Why then did American leaders sanction the advance to the Yalu?

(U) According to recently available material from the PRC, Mao Zedong was convinced
MacArthur was too arroga;'t and complacent to make an objective assessment of the
intelligence he received. Mao reportedly thought the PRe could surprise MacArthur·

10. lECK!' tlMIfU: 20
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because MacArthur would miscalculate Beijing's intentions. Mao allegedly also knew
MacArthur had underestimated the PRC units opposing the UN. According to the recent
information, Mao told the commander of the Thirteenth Army Group on 18 November that
MacArthur believed there were only 60,000 to 70,000 PRC troops in North Korea. By then
there were actually 260,000. Mao is said to have commented that this misconception
would help the PRC destroy "tens of thousands" in MacArthur's army,"'

(U) MacArthur was not the only official who miscalculated. Dean Rusk would state
forty years later that "the real failure at the Wake Island meeting was in our assessment
of Chinese intentions and of our ability to handle Chinese forces if they actually
,intervened. On this one MacArthur and the rest ofus were all wrong,''''

(8 "e9) But faulty estimates of the PRC and the UN do not fully explain what
occurred. For all Mr. Rusk's remorse, the president and his advisers had decided to use
force in Korea because they perceived the war as a Soviet tast of Westarn resolve.eo Their
mistake was not that they decided to respond militarily but that they put MacArthur in
charge.

(U) Surely baving in mind the COMINT reports of armies deploying to Manchuria, they
ordered bim in late Septamber to "continue to make special efforts to determine whether
there is a Chinese Communist or Soviet threat..... But during tbe Second World War
MacArthur had disregardedlCOI,IINT that contradicted his plans.e7 Although we lack
evidence that he personally, read the reports of PRC preparations, it is clear that his
headquarters in Tokyo recei~ed the information. MacArthur's zeal to pursue "betrayal,"
"appeasement," and "international lawlessness" to the Yalu probably caused him to
minimize the cmmrr indicators of massive PRC intervention, just as be bad earlier
minimized "inconvenient" COMINT reports about the Japanese. 'He thus drove his
command to great defeat in Korea. Beijing's measure of the man had been terribly

, , ,
accurate, Washington's terribly flawed,

I

I Notes

I
1. (Ul Roy E. Appleman, Dioaokr.in K.rec.: Til< Chi.... Con(ront MlKAl1Ilur (College Slslion: Teus A&M
UniveniloY Prell, c.1989).19-21. I

2. (Ul Army ChiefofStalfJ, LawlDri COUiIlll to MocArthur, 24 November 1960: MscArthur to JC8, 25 November
1960, FOffi«n R.loliolll of tM United Statu: 1950. Vol. VII, Korm (Washington: U.s. GovemmeDt Printing

Office, 19'161. 1222-1224and 1231-1233, CilodhereoftoroaFRUS 1960.K.......

3. (Ul Applemsn, Diaaltor in K......: 44-Ui, end EQI' .fCIuwin: Enlmpmc11landBrcai.ut in K.rca,1960 (College
Station: Texaa A&M University Preu. c. 1987),60-.56.

4. (Ul Applemao, &u1.fClwin, 106,

5. (UlFRUS 1950.K..... 1237.

21 TOP "SAET tfIMDZbC



OOClO: 4001113

iOPSKRe'YM.·A CRYPTOi..OGIC'QUAltTERLY

6. IU) U.s. AasiIlailt ChiefofStalf,G-2. War Department,'''Mqic· Diplomatic Summary Nr. 1021,10 .lanwuy

1946.86-86. Aceollllion 39<: CilLi35 Gll·0306,"NllAICSS Archiveo.

7. IUJlierbert Feia, The China TC>ll4fk:The American Effort i. Cluna{rom Pmrl Hc>rbor'" the Mc>n1l<lllMi<,ion
(Princeton: Princeton Univenitj Pre-.l953). 140. lSG-181.

8. (U) Herbert·Hoover·appointed Hurley, • Republican, eecretary ofwar. Hurley tat8r.aupporte<t'the N.. Dea\.

and President l'tooMvelt sen't him on "trouble-shooting missions to New Zealand "and the Middle EaSt'aII well as

China. William Henry StueCk, Jr., The Rood 10 Confrordtltion: A'merican Polky,.,,,,,,rd Chi"" c>nd Ko,..",I947
1960 (Chapol Hill: The'Unlversity'ofNorth-Caro1ina Preoo,,,. 1981),13-14.

9. (UJ QWlted in Charloo B. MeLano, So.n.t Polky and Chi..... ColllllliuJi<ti, 1931-i-946 (New York: Columhia
UBivenity Preoo.lll58)3n.

10. CU1FRUSI9S0.Ko..... 1"369.

II. IU) Geiteral Marehall waa not unacquailited with China. 'lfo had been Uoiitned thore in the Army in the

19201 and parti<ipated in U.s. 'policy dociIiona reprding China al Anny Chief of Stall' during World War U.
Preaidont'Truman re;:al1ed he telllphol1ed Genoral MarahaII 'On 27 November 1946 in Leesburg. Vlriinla. where
the Marshalls were unpaelting from their move from Washington. '"Without any preparation I told him: "General,

I want you to go to China for me,'· Marsball'replied, "Yea, Mr. Preaident," aod rang off. He liter told the
pmideot he ended the call quickly 'becawse he nee:ded.'to explain'to Mn. Mar1iIIba1l why 'be was;reenteriag active
covilmmentMme BO 1000. afterntirement; but within ininutes the radio W&II broadc:aetinl newa'ofthe Marshall
miSsion. General Marshall told ·theipreeident. ""l'b.erewu the devil to pay" when Mrs. Mllishall heard. the report.
Hariy'S TrUman, 'M,moj,.,. Vot II, Y..... ofTrisl/ c>nd Hope (Gerdon City, NY: Doub'ledoy ond Compony.lnc.
1'966).66-67.

12. (!I BBBI.\FSA,paper .nailed "'i'he ChineOoCOmmuniat Piodudion Pi'oblem," dated 20 rebruary 11161, with

'. notatiOnbyRAUM: J:W. W.nger; deputy-director,.AFsA,dlatihe'liiot. u.s. COIiIIN'f,.lfort. agoiRat iIIeCliine..
'ComrtilihiSt8 occurred in reaponse:to General Marshall's request. 'Aci:ealion 91'39 C81B26 QAC. NSA ·Archives.

see Uio ASA Pa.cif'ic. "Annual'Report for FY 1·946," .A:cceaaion'2896CB'NI12 AAP. NSAJdSSArchiveL

t:S•. (8 888\ Undated MAo. paper entitled "'Stattil ofChirie.e COmmtinlitPtoblems,"'written between 15 March
,[946 and ·the end bf August 1947~ the lifetime of the Top -Secret 'Codeword, 'CREAM, 'that 'was stamped on the
,papsr. 'ACCeuion19237'CBNH66QAC. NSAICss Archives.

,

14. {til NSA COnterfor'CrypfOloliicHiOtor;'ICCH')O..IHiatory 13·82, I.July 1982. Latero'BripaierCtirie..1.
€OlIiiul'oerved in 'ihe 'Signal CorPs (1-943-1946) ond 'ASA HQ (1949-1951) and Was Chi.fAsAPAC, ,baaed 'in

TbkY'b.:f"roiD iNoveniber 1945 to:Dei,ember 194~. ·He refited in 1966.

'16. '(!I'eee) Mr. Kenneth'T. Y<iuilg, Chl~rnr 'Eiilt SOcticiil, 'State 'DepOrtment 'SpoOial Projectll 'SWf ISPS),

m.moraDdum to Mr, T. ·Achilleil PolyaOides.1ieputy, director SPa, "'ChioU!! Communist Message: 6 P.bruary
1947. Acc:eUiciil961~XCBDB38 EM. NlWCss An:hivea.,
'16. firil,,"O'I1!eleClOd'A'sA trai1alliiio...'otChin....eo..mUniBt·and-diplom&tic'nl8flAiMil'rtiril 'this poric>ilii.. cin

'iriiciofllm'reel E-I03,'bQz '12, NSAIcSS Archivel. Copies of'the meaage-citeelIPCi'u'lected traiuilalioDl-ate .lIb
,ftled'iil'CCHSeri..:lv;R.•:2.

-frI,. :i~'StU01!I</Ri>Od liJ:(]oniWiiltDtio., '15.

N1. '(1:l'l j);;....rtm.nt'o't:iltalil. :Uilitod:Suitee-tl~Ui'ib"'wiihcioiM,'with 'S;;.oilJi'R.,...._ 't;,"hePfflod ,tiJU.,.1iUs
'(Waihiililtilri:'St.ate'OejiarlmenfDivioiOh'iliPubliditioni,11l49)•..'l,

'f1l. <{(t) ,oi'ho"bietComfiiwiiiit'negOtlMbr"Zhilu '1!:~1il~:IeftN lijlllg'for¥ail'ilil-iil Nciv.iriblor1i846. 'Stu.ck/R....d,..

<i:on';rodiiitiDn,:f!a.



DOCiD: 4001113

KOREAN WAR i OF SECk!' ttMIM

20. (I! 888) Joint Pto....ing.nd Analysis Group (JPAG), "Rapon on Chin... Communiat Cln:ui18; Intarlm
Report 816 secUon CH.I69,12 M.rch 1947, A_saion 424li5 HIO-oID-7, Folder 19, NSAlCSSArchivee.

21. (8 888~ ~ewsletten~theDtP~~l_~~~_~tor for Liaison of
the U.s. Stata.Army.N.vy CommunicaUollll Intalli nee Board (STANCIB) 10 JUIllI and IAn tl946
A<eesaion 759 CBPB66 JAC NSAICSSArchiv::::::>(b) (1)

L.;~~~~,::","~_...,.::-::::",,_~ ..JCCH SerieeIV.M~U.l.;Departm.iitofStata,

UnitedStok.R.lationelDilh C/oina,d."

22. (l)J:eeef ~eW8lei~~-~-d:~--~~-~-~~~--Coordinator for Liaison, STANCIB. 1 August 1946,

A<eesaion 759 CBPV66 JAC, NSAICSS Archiv...

23. (8 ee6) Mr. Kenneth T. Young, memorandum to Mr. T. Achilles Polyzoides. "Special Report on Relations

between the Chinese Communist Party and Comintern Headquarters in Moscow," 21 April 1947. Accession
9670X CBDB38 EAA, NSAlCSS Archiv...

24.~Yan·an. to MOSICOw. 27 September 19~. published 21 November 1945. CCH SerieslV.MM.6.3; Feis.

C/oina To..", 361-363.

25'-.n'an to Moscow, 3-6 October 1945, published 21 November 1945,CCH Series IV.MM.6.3.

. 26. ~Y.n'.n to M08COw, 3-8 October 1945, published 21 November 1945, CCH Seri.. IV.MM.8.3. The
numbers given by Mao Zedobg are in O. Edmund Clubb, ZOth Century ClaiM (New York: Colwnbia University
PreBl, c.1964), 285. The Army', estimate is in Department De State, U.s. R.laeio,.. with Chin.a, 313. State's

calculation la In Arthur R. Ringwalt, Chief Chinese AtTain Division, to Brigadier General Marshall S. Carter,
special aaaiatant to the secretary ofstata, 21 Auguat 1947, FRUS 1947, The For EQ1J1: C/oinD, Vol. VII, 260.
Carter WaB to be director, NSA. from 1 June 1966 to 31 July 1969.

,,' 27. f8 8i9) -Special Report 00 Chh:;-ese Communist Cin:uits," JPAG Interim Report 293 Section CH-041, 29
October 1946, Accession 42465 HI0.1p.4, Folder 7, NSAJCSS Archives; "'Summary Annual Report for Fiscal Year
1947," ABA Pacific,AeceS8ion 14744 CBNJ13. NSAlCSSAremvea.

28. 's eCQ) Resources allocated to the various targets are liated in JPAG monthly Btatua reports filed in the
NSAlCSS Archives under ACC81SSion 4266 810-0100·1 through HI0-o106-6 JAC. '

Pre redness" re rt to tbe Joint Chiefs
CIA

CIA

30. (8889) Folder entitled -AFSA Field Operation. Far East - Chicom, Korean COMINT Problem" Accession

(b) (1) 9139 CBIB26 QAC. NSAICSS Arehiv~•.

OGA" --- .... ·----------- ..31~-18 8SJ~}.~_~~_~~lntem' enee Com.mlttee "Evidenc

of StalT, 25 Mey 1950'
Situation SUm 1 u t 1960'

L,="""....-=,..,,.,,..,...----....-.....I Copies of these documentl from the Truman Library are on me in
CCH Serie. XVI.C.S.I.

32. 18 S8S) Folder entitled "PropolJed Anny Intercept s~~1 IFeb-Mar 50." AcceaioD 9139 CB1826;
Folder entitled ..AFSA Field OperatiOn. Par East - C~icOm. Korean COMINT Problem. Accession 9139 CBIB26.

33.~r.Wild graduated from Columbia Uniy.e~itywith an M.A. degree in Chinese and Japanese in 1943 and
spent the war at Ar~ington Hall u im A~~y~ officer. He converted to civilian status in 1946 and translated

intercepted Chinese Nationalist andi<;o-ntmunist oommunicatiolUl during the Marshall missioD. In the shift of

resources from China to other targe..~in 1947. 'Mr. Wild was assigned to the Soviet problem aDd receive~ Russian
language training. ASA ret~Jlea him to the China. BeCtion in November 1948. & he told I'1lIpreeentativee of the

NSA Crypto-Linguistic AsJoCiation on 17 December 1987, "the Chinese COmmunists marked up Manchuria [sDd1

someone decided thatCIii~was im~rtantagain."Mr. Wild kanaitioned from ASA to AFSA and thence to NSA
, / I

(b)(1) I
(b)(3)-50 USC 403·
(b)(3)-P.L.86-36

23 ,ep s[E"!'l:IMB~



OOClO: 4001113

iUP lEelRR up',,· CRYPrOLOGlC QUARTERLY

where he beeame a senior technical expert in foreign languages and continued as B consultant following his
retirement. An account ofMr. Wild's remarks is on tile in the CCH Oral History collection.

34.~Mr. Drake, a pilot during World War II. received a B.A. in history and international relations from
Carleton College in 1948. and entered. ~n duty with the Navy as a CO'MINT analyst in 1949. H. Hrved as an
analyst and reporter at AFSA and NSA (1949--63)1 NSA representative at the Defense Department f1954), and
Operations Officer at NCEUR (1969-62); attended the National War eollege 11963-641; and, after a tour as
Deputy Chief NCR Defense in 1964-65. was succel!lively chiefB Group (1965-67). deputy chi~fNCPACU967
701, ebiefA Group 11970-73I,ADD0(1973-76I, DDO 11975-78), and DDiR 11978-80~ Mr. Drake retired in 1980.

36. IUl (nterviaws ofMr. Robert E. Drake, 5 December 1985, and Mr. Milton 2aslow,14 May 1993, OH 18-85 and
OH 17-93,CCH Oral Hiatory collection.

37. (UlOral History Interview 17-93, 14 Msy 1993, Center for Crypto!ogic History.

38. CU) Interviews arMr. Robert E. Drake, 5 December 1985.and Mr. Milton zaslow, 14 May 1993, OH 18-85 and

OH 17-93,CCH Orsl History collection.

39, 18'888) Ms. Carolyn Fo:r., AFSA, "Reports of Intelligence Indic:ations Committee. Concerning the Far East
March-December 1950," 3 JanWlry J954, cca Series V.M.I.5. The doewnentprepared by Ms. Fo:r. was intended

to be published aa lin appendix ofanorncial history ofthll role ofCOMINT in the Korean War. Ma.,Fox, who had
participated 'in writing the history of British COMINT during World War U, utracted from the reports of the
Wa~h Committee and the Joint'lntelligence Indications Committee. Washington intelligence agencies
apparently were represented on both committee•. Ms. Fox's extracts ofcommittee reports are cited below by data
and committee name.

40 til GGQ) AFSA.234134-50nl"l,J~r 1950, Accession 29749 CBSK43 JSAA, NSAJCSS Archives.

41. (8 8881 Special Research Branch, C·2, ~~~rtmet1t'of:theArmy, Military Digest(MD)60-40. 4.0cto~r1950.
Thia MD and those cited hel"eafter oon.titute ApP4lndix A ~f-~'eoR\Pila.tion by the G-2 in late 1950 or early 1951
entiUed "Indications of Large·Scale Chinese Intervention in Korea bet~~~nlhe'Outbreak of Korean Wac on 25
June 1960 and Launchingofthe Chinese Communist Offensive on 27 November 1950~;"fiIe'ec"-~~~sV.M.7.S.

42. 18 8881AFSA_234134-5017JulYt950;mmumumumumummu"'~~~g~_50USC 403

43. Ie li88IMD50-29, 19 July 1950; Wat<h Committee report; 8A..1950. (b)(3)-P.L.86-36

44. lillili8l ••FSA-234139-50DUi"Jltell111~r~~~o. Ace...ion 29749 CBSK:43 JAA. NSAlCSS Archives.,
45. (II C;;gSJ 1m 50-36, 6 September 1950; CIA Situstion Summary for 1 September 1950. Tbe CIA Situstion
Summaries (hereafter SitaumsJ w~re published weekly and are in President Truman". papers in Independence.
Mi82wuri. Selected copies are in C~H Series XYJ.C.3.1.

I
46. (8 888' 6.itaums for 8 and 15 September. .

47. (81888) V:atch Committee re~rt, 22 September; Sitsum for 29 September.
I

48.•8 CeQI Chinese Communiat Internal Analyeie Report (CCNIAR) Nr. 27, AFSA-234150-601CMM, 16 October
1950, Acc...ion Number 29748,lcication CBSK:43 GI6-0308-1, $A/CSS Archives; MD 50-44,1 November.

49.411 SIlOn/ACHlC113,6 October 1950; MD 50-40, 4 October, and 50-44,1 November; Siteum for 27 October.

60. (8888,AFSA 0·26446150, 05140Z0ctober, CCH Series V.M.7.3.,
51.IUlFRUS1950,Korca,839,858.

52.~)JIIC report, 25 Octob~r;Sitsum ror 27 October.

53. (& gQQI Watch Committee lSpJcial report. 29 Septe~ber;Interim Silsum, 30 September; MD 60·40," October.
. ! .

T9P '[[RET l:lMBAlIt 24



DOClD: 4001113

KOREAN WAR

64. (8 eee)JIlC report,. 11 October.

56. (!tteee) Sitsum for 27 October; JIIC repon. 26 October.

56. (8 888) 8itsum for 27 October~MD 60·44,1 November.

57. II! 111l8114D 50·40. 4 October.

58. (5' egg I711atch Committee repOrt, 5 October.

59. :8 B881 dUC report. 11 October.

T8P &E€AR WMIAat,

60. Comparison orCIA numerical estimates ofPRC forces in Maochuria reported in Situation Swnmaries for 15

September and 6 October suggeat CIA "'&$ at first skeptical that complete armies were relocating to Manchuria

but changed that view by early October.

51. 18 eell) ~I1C report, 4 October.

52. ll!>eeel MD 50-40. 4 October.

63. tli g891 Watch Committee report, 6 October.

64. (UlTrumen, Y..".. o(TrilJlandHop<. 351-366.

65. tU) David McCullough. Truman (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1992>,802.

56. (UlFrlU1950,Korra,953,

67. (U) Notes ofthe proceedinp taken by various representatives from Waahington are in FRUS 1950. Kona,
946-962. i,

I
68. 19 BB~Watch Committee repo!t&, 19 and 20 October; Joint Chief. ofStaft'. meaaage to CINe Fill' Eas. 21
October. transmitting an estimate that CIA had given the president on 20 October, in Army GoZ compilation.

"Indications ofLarge-Scale ChineH Intervention in Korea," CCH Series V.M.?.5.

69. ~"'D50·44.1 Nov.mb.r;Appl.man.Di...krinKo...... 19-21. .

70. (U) Appleman, DWJlttr inKorea,!21.
. I

71. Iftiee8)'I1Crepoct, 15Novemb~r.

72_ (8 900' Watch Committee reporl, 2 November; on Willoughby's estimate, see Appleman,ECJ6' ofCltolin, 4-6.

73. fi gSO) UD 50·46. 8 November. ,,
74. (8888) MD50-.&8.15 November, Special Research Branch, G-2,DepartmentoftheArmy, mesaagetoCINC

Far East. 26 November,in "Indicatiohs olLarp-Scale Chinese Intervention in Korea,"CCH Series V.M.7.6.

76. ~Sitswn ror 24 Nov.mber~
I

76. 18 as8» IUC report, 8 November: MD 50~44, 1 November and MD 50-45, 8 November.
I

17. '5' COli) SACHIC134,13 November;JIlC report. 15 November.
I

78 tG COOl JUC re orts, 15 and 22 November; CIA Sitaum for 24 November

... .....Ac'~ion2003N CBQl43 MAC. NSAlCSSArchlve8.

79, ,t80eeO) J lie report, 29 Novemb~r.

80 til 'eGg) flD 50-46.14 November.;JIIC reporta, 15 and 22 NO'Vflmber; CIASi.tawn for 24 November.
I

81. (l; 8S8; Watch Committee reports. 2 sod 16 November;JIlC reports. 16 and22 November;CIASitaumfor 24

November.

(b) (1)
(b) (3)-50 USC 403
(b) (3)-P.L.86-36

25 1'8' 5EEAET UteeRA



'DOClD: 4001113

T8P 5EEAErr ..."Ig' CRYPTOLOGIC QUARTERLY

82, (8 ses) CIA Sitsum for 24 November; Appleman, DiIIl.kr i.KoI'N, 44-55. and gOltofCIw.in. 50-56.

83. <e £188) Hao YuCan and Zhai Zhihai, "China's Decision ~ Enter the Korean War: History Revisited," The
Cllit14 Quarterly. Number 121 (March 1990'. 112-113; Thomas J. Christensen, "'l"hreats. Assurances. and the
Last Chance for Peace: The LeMons of Mao's Korean War Telqrams," International Security, Vol XVII, Number
1 (Summer 192),141.

84. (8 888; nes.nRuek,A,ISawl~(NewYorlr.:W. W.Norton and Company. 1990).167':'169. Mr. Ruakserved on

General Joseph StHweU's staff io the China~Burma-]ndia theater dwing WorJ~ War 11 and joined the State
Department after the war. He was appointed deputy undersecretar:1 in February 1949, then asaistant secretary

for Far Eastern Affairs in March 1960. He &e'rved as secretary olstate from 1961-1969.

85. Stueck, Rood ID Co-fronlation. 7~.

86. (8 Bee) I'he order was included in the message authorizing MacArthur to cross the 38th parallel into North
Korea. It wu drafted by the JCS. concurred by Secretary of Defense. MamhaU and ~'1'eta;r,.of State Achsaon,
end approved by Prelident. Truman. TbeJCS transmitted the order to MacArthur on 27 September. FRUS 1960,
KG....,. 7S1. 785, 793.

87. lUI Edward J. Droa, MacArthur'. Ultra: C..ub"",hill/land 1M War ogoinltJapon.1942-194IJ (Lawrence:

University of Kansas Pre.. c. 1992). has concluded that although MacArthur considered COMINT during some

operations. notably the so-called '"leap to Hollandi." in 194'. he "conaistentJy dismissed Ultra evidence that
fililed to accord with his prewnceived strategic vision" (230). When planning to invade the Philippine ialanc:ta. be
"disregarded timely and accurate Ultra" revealing t.heJapaoese were reinforcing their garrisons (231). He"also
"dismissed Ultra"sa~te revelatiollS ofa massive Japanese buildup on Kyushu in July 1946" after preparing
the attack on the Japal1ese home f.8laEldB (234).

I

According to General BradleY's aide. the JCS concurred with the president's subsequent decision to .recaU
MacArthur in part because he resumed the march to the Yalu in November 1950 without obtaining adequate

int.eUi.genceon the opposing Chinese forces. McCullough. Tr"",cm.840.

.

(U) Mr. Vanderpool entered on duty at NSA in 1960 after military service in the
Army's Counterintelligence Corps. He retired in 1996 and is currently living in
Nashville, Tennessee. Mr. Vanderpool has a B.A. from Harding University and
an M.A. from George Washington University. Professionalized as a Security
Officer and an IntelligJnce Research Analyst, he held investigative, analytic,
and managerial positions in the Office of Security and the Operations
Directorate. He was a member of the Intelligence Research Career Panel and
a numher of interagency committees, Mr. Vanderpool received the Agency's
Meritorious Civilian Service Award. He performed research for this article
during an assignment i~ the Center for Cryptologlc History.

Dedas<ify On:

lOP iE€AH llMIJItA 26


