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1 (Presenting detalls of an alleged burial
E\S(DV&: ' of gold, silver and jewels ncar Goose

. e Ste Creek, Bedford, County, Virginia, by
N2V NI Thomas Jefferson Beale and associates

ON ¢ in November 1819 and December 1821.) o
3 by

: Geo, L. Hart, Sr
) . In an attempt to bring

<. '+ . up-to-date all that is known

' and surmised about the subgect.

As of the present date, January 1, 1952 the vriter will nake

efforf to pUu 1n wrltlng all Lha; he knows or surmises zbout

above subJect, study and work upon vhlch he spemL man; hou*s,
y 8 total of many months, extendlng over a perlod from 1898 to

o

2, more or less in collabo;atlon with hls brotbor, the ld Clay-
I, Fa*t, of Roanoke, Vlrglnla.
Along in the summer of 1897 my brother, then a stenograoher

the office of the Audltor of the Norfolk & Western Railroad,

noLe, Va., was requnsted by tﬁe chief clerP to th= AUdltO;,'

. Hazlewooqlrthen r951d1ng at Montvale, (formerly Burord)

————

foré County, Virginia, to.make seve;glléqpies of eight sheets
1otepapér,‘ﬁwb’she§t§ héédeqlgimpiy "No.i", three ﬁheets headed
12", and three sheets headed "No. 3"“

Cur10S1ty 1npelled Claygon to ask ﬁr. Haé‘e\ood what such
lres, most qnusual in his experlence in the offlce, could pos-
ly mean. In the'beginning of their conve£$afion r. ﬂazlewoad
ted that they were connected with a treasure, sasid to have been
.ed some four gcore years before near the fonot of the Feaks of
fI; which stood in all their majeéty errlooking His residence;
that, so far as he kﬂew, said treasure had never been located.

‘ton obtained permission to retain a'copy of the three ciphers

.Typtograms,

- .
e
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¥ Clayton immediately begéh ééaéyiﬁg'éhé mesningless figures,
" discussing with Mr. Hazlewood from time to time this or that pos-
;ibility; however, neitﬁer.gettihg anywﬂere nzar the beginning of
a soiution. In a féﬁ months Mr. Hazlewood's health began to fail,’”
whereuppn he expressed an intehtion to give no further attention
to the mystery, passing it on éo Qlayton with the admonition: “Go
ahead on your own. I wiéh you-sucbess. Even though I have never
made any he;dway in'thé matter of deciphering the figﬁ&es, I remain
;easonably con%ident fhe'tfeasufe.lies buried 'ﬁe¥e”originélly olaced“.
_ About that time Clayton learned that 2 men by the name of Ward
had spent nany years trylng to flnd 2 key, or ke{s to the ciphers;

that he had found a key to one c1phc‘, but had finally abandoned hlS

efforts and publlshed in panphle; form all that he knew about the
t 8 . . 5 . ' _.‘ Y

-~ . . Fi

treasure.

Thereupon, Claytun Journoyec to LYﬁbedrg, Va,, 50 milesTeast

of Roanoke, securod Y c0py of the prlnt d pamph’et, and redoubled :

his efforts to flnd a solutlon.ﬂ . )

The manuscrnpt whlch w111 f01101 this foreword was.prepcred
by James B, ward, of Carobcll County, Virglnza, contlguous to Lynch-
burg, in the year 1885, It was prlntec in panphlet form by the

- Virginian Job Print, Lynchburg, \a. Howcver, Clay;on was 1nformed
by Ward that all but a few c0p1es had been é stroyed by fire, which
broke out in the printing plant before 3 plan of dlsgrlbutlon and
sale‘at 50¢ a copy had been nade and carried out

About thg year 1903 Clayton visited Mr, Waxd, who fhen was

at an advanced.age. R; confirméd all {gat is Eontain;d in the paﬁ-
phlet; and his son, theﬁ U,S, Qail transfér ciérk at the union sta-
tion, Lynchburg, added his own confirmation, b&é in semewhat sad an& golemn

tarmnc Rnth are lona since deceased.

.- ~
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DOQIR nraré <381 \? Every, mnmcnt af ;thelr tpare 't_ine in an effort

o

’ £D find .2 key, or keys, for the two ciphers vhich are 2s yet mean-

inglesss Residing then at Roanoke, Va., fourteen miles west of
. Montvale, (formerly Buford) Bedford County, Virginia, frequent
ﬁrips were made by one or other of us, both of us together some-
" times, to the supposed general loca£ion of the alleged buried
| treasure. And, on visits to Lynchburg,.ﬁhencg we journeyed oc-
" casionally on professional work, we secured confirm?tioﬁ as 1o

the Washington HStel, and its proprietor, Mr. Morriss, during the

peried 1819 to 1862,

1819 862, : . |
My brother Clayton and I, éepa}ately and Jointly, turned to -

. the Constitution, Shakespeare, the Declaration of Independence,
ey, ——— B T

and numerous other books and dccuments that we though might have

been in the library of the Washington Hotel, at.Lynchburg, during

‘». " Beale's sojourn theré;u We pumbere@ the words forward qnd backwérd.
{inally skippiqg tné.first word angd béginning‘with the se;ghdj then
stéfting with the third word, fourth and fifth éardg, then taking
'jﬁevery fifth word, tenth word, etc, However, we found no solution.
. In 1898 my brother Clayton became interested in mesmerism
| and gypnotism. He vondered if this might be the means of securing
a lead, Finding an excellent subject, who gradually drifted into
crystal reading, Clayton began questioning him about the alleged
treasure, Thinking he was, by this means, securing a worihwhile
;'~ lead, Clayton asked the writer to sit in on a seance., The result
: of the sxttzng will be given in detail near the end of this story. Of
course, the writer, then as now, placed no faith in what came forth

80 glibl% from the mouth of the crystal reader. But, like a drown-

'ing man, we were catching at any straws that micht float about,
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<, r‘ So, hhen the’ subject during his trance, claimed he could see .

not only the alleged buried treasure, but would be able to lead us
.‘to it, we detcrmlned to test him out, - e
One nice Sprlng evening in 1899, fhe writer and his brothers . .
éeparted from Roanoke about five o'clock p.m. in the family buggy,
drawn by the faithful family horse, Old Nell. ¥e carried what we
believed to be the necessary equipment, (other than dynamite, with
which I would have no part),- that equipment including picks, shovels,
lanterns, rope, an axe,'etc. * And with us, of cobrﬁé, was our con-
fident crystal reader'-that is, confident to the Mth degree when
he was ga21ng into the crystal ball. ) - T e -
" We drove by "The Great Lick", a mile to the éaSt of our
e 1ld homeétead,which; it was claimed, in theltolqnial days attracted
wild animals desiriﬂg-salf;'on east through the gap of the Bl?e Ridge .
bbuntéinsg'to the tavern locatioﬁ in the village known in I819—22'

as Buford, (now Mcntvale) said tavern supposed to have been v1S1ted .

x

by Beale and his assoc1ates while Seeklng a DIBVE to bury the alleged
treasure, and the subsequept trip.
Darkness had settled over the land, as we hac expected, and

which the better suited our purpose. Few peob‘s were moving about,
and the faint llght‘of a receding moon afforded opportunity to see
objects of any size, which was just what we wanted.

Driving across the rail.oad track, in the direction of the
Peaks ;f,0£ter, we stopped on reaching a2 clumﬁ of bushes and many
trees, about 4 mﬁle up Goose Creek, My brother and the subject

alighted, the sub;ect was hypnotized, and they started off along

Geose Creek, I following in the buggy. The trail led toward a

-

gap in the mountain that would, if followed, take one over into

Botetourt County.
i -
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t not bc amics to pause hcre and e/plain, that in the
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. 'UDwn of Buchanan, just over the nountain, thcre 1ivcd 8 quite prominent

family of the name of Beale, who owned a plantntion bordering on the James

- River. . . o
But, to resume our narrative: About fgur wiles up Goose Creek,ghe
subject stopped, seemed to Ac taking his ,carlnﬁg, thon climkéd a rail fence,
jumped across a spring branch, asccnded 2 hill, welked ovgé thz top and
down into a crater-like place, covered with old ozk treeg and many leaves.
Helting by t%é side of a large oak the subject pointed to the ground at its
base and éxclaiﬁed:'“There's the tregsurel'Cahft you see 2™

Hell, had we finally reached the prorised 1and? W¥e did not “elieve

it poesible, and yet there was e certein plausibflity abcut the confidence -
4 of the subject, so we took stock of our situation and planned our work.
Lighting anotber lantern, we placed one on each si ide of the spot pointed

out to us, end while one brother assembled the tools, the other welked

up to the top of the crater-like place, and then down arolnd the cpot, to
judge how nuch of the ligh 't from our lenterns mlght be seen in the
neighborhood.

Satisfied of our safety from intrusion, we agrecd that each brother

would d1 g, or shovel, for 10 minutes, then to be relieved by.the other

brotber. This vas to be continucd until we locztz2 the treasure, cr were

“

saticfied that it did not rest there. In the meantime the subject was re-

lieved of his trance, end te lay down in the leaves, apparently wopdcring
what we were ebout, but otherwise showirng ;dlinterest.
~'We diligently set to work digging. After come six.hours or more,
" in thé weé small hoqu of the following morning, we hed succeeded in

digging a hole approxiﬂétely Six feet in ég9th,
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v

d ligxtLy lerger than o graves Our strength was about gone,

1 3 Tt e

we were f*lled with’ m1591V1ngs, and, then, when about 8 of the

&
v

10 minutes of my brother's turn had been used, hi's pieck struck

a rock that produéed a hollow sound, He looked up at me, his -

,

eyes flashing the fire of hoPe,‘and I, in my own enthusiasm, said:
"You're pla?ed out! Permit me to reliev'§§ou now!" But, no, he
repliéd: “Let me finish my.ailoted time", '

. After aWhiie we succeeded in removing the rock, but the
hOped-fSr pots.;% gold and silver were not undernzath it. MNow,

3

were we let down? To relieve our chagrin the subject was again

hypnotized and’ asied ?o'reveal the wherzabouts of ths treasure.

Rising on the balls of his feet, as if in disqust, he pointsd
to ‘the left about two feet, directly underneath the great oak

tree, and exclaimsd: "There it is! You got over too far! Can't’

_you see it?"

R -

-~

Thereupon I w~as completely let-down, and uvnwilling to

make any further attempt; certainly so far as.that trip was con-

. cerned, Crestfallen, we wended our way back hcme. A week or two

later my brother returned to the spot alone, I refusing to accoms

pany him. He provided himself with dynamite, and upon his return

home he.informed me that he blasted out the old tree, and about

‘everything near it--but, still no pots of gold, silver and jewels.

Was there anything more that we should and could do? After

a shq;t‘labse of time my brother and I held a conference. We re-

.viewed all that we had done, or attempted to do, and tried to map -

" out a'plan of future action, if any, we should take. We agreed

that we had never heard that a person could transfer to the mind
of a hypnotized subjéct, his own beliefs or knowledge, and get

the subject to repeat them; yet we wondered if,'after all, that

- - -
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DO@Ime&(erﬁ_&@?ﬂvgere near the spo‘t to vhich the subjcct led us;
-~ not had he any thought that Beale and his party had gone there while

seeking s place to hide thelr treasure, Sn, vhy did the subject
.lead us to that spot? Ve could not then, nor do we now, find any
satisfactory ;nswer. Like many other questlons that flash through
one's mind, theré seems no.Qay tc turn in the hope of gétting the
mystery ¢leared Up. . | '
Subsequent to my visit to the spot pointed out by the sub-

Ject, I gave lgs; qu }ess time to a study of the ciphers; and,
abput 1912,.}.ceased sltogether. Clayton, on the other hand, made

many visits to the spot, and COntanGd his 1nberest 1n the ciphers

untll his death September 6, 1949, .

- * In 1919 I.moved to Washington, D.C., and bégan the prac-
tice of my brg}éssion in that city, Qhere,luntil 1946, I was eg‘_
tremely Eusy, night and day. éo, after 1919, 7 only gévé.casuél
thought to the spbjéct;?pow‘and tgeg;going back and reaﬁiﬁ§”5¥er

my old papers, and writing to some one, or talling with some one

about it,. _ L

Iﬁ the Decembef, 1924, number of THE AMERICAN I-reég.
an article about Colenel George Fabyan, #f Riverbank Laboratories,
Geneva,_;ll., and his spécess during Vorld Wer I, and since, in
reading code messages. I wrote to him; sending a copy of the
three ciphers; and, after some correspondance back and forth,
I_forwarded to him a co@y of such data as I had, but with special
reque§£ tb;t he not make ady use of the manuscript, or ciphers,
'other than an éttempt to deciﬁher the ciphers. I made this re-
quest because my brothe£ Clayton; then living, was trying to
prepafe something f;r publicativh, vhich he never did,

Under date of February 3, 1925, Colen2l Fabyan replied,

and, among other things of no sPeéial interest to me, said:
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Iy © "How, fa reference to the three’ ciphers: It seems Smprnh~
able to us that a cipher of this character could bg deciphered b§
a novice without the key, regardless of whether he put 20 years
‘05'40 yearé on it, The Eiphér'would be claésified 2s a complex ,,'
substituticn ciphér--§ariab;e-key system, or pseuds code; and even
though one were,éold,that the Declaratien of Independehce was the -
key, uﬁless it was intimated as to how it was used as a ke?, we’
thlnk that the novice would have been utterly ba fled as to how to
use it. The stumblzng of a novice upon a me thod of this character
lies rather beyond the range of possibility, and the convicfioﬁ fél‘
lowe that tﬁek wéfe'in.pogses;ion of the key of not only No.2, but
also of No.l and No.3, with the resdif'that the’treasﬁre referred
to has lwng sxnce been removed and converted. SRR .
“I repeat, that the problem has my 1nterest, and I am

writing in the vain h0pe that eltherAyou or Clayton I, ha;} E?h

give us further iaformation, because the psyche l gy ©

4y

3%

a
-

(W

g zhont
all we have to go on in picking out our point of attack, In the
meantime we Qiil retain the pamphlet, and work on it as we can
find time to doss," : BEELIL R . L

But I never heard further from Colonel Fabyzn, and assume
thet he was unable to ds anything towdrd clearing up the mjsteiy.
As I often said to my brother, and Qroie to Colonal Fab~
yan, it is possiblé that the whole thing is-;ithout basis. 1 have
wonde;ed if Vard might have written his manuscript based upon some

-figéres he fsugd, or made up; and yet, w2 have the word of ‘ard,
his sony and friends to the contrary. Inquiry amoné some agad
neighbors of Ward showed the high respect they had for him, and
brought forth the statement that Ward-would never practice decep-

tion,
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DO&IDE-B a&5t61?2§elight on 'c.he ramlficatlons of this work,

will add the following. In 1917 my wife ‘asked me to drive her

own for a visit to her first cbusin, Mr. Ctey, near iontvaley

.

ormerl Buford. On arrival at Montyale we _vare dirccted to drive

long ‘Goose Creek, cross that stream at the first crossing, and
rive up the other szde, when we would reach i4r, Otey's place.

11 of which we did. While sitt ting out on the porch enjoying’a
lass‘of-lenoﬁade, I remarked that some years before I had had
ccasion t§ drlve up the old road, on the other 51de of the creek,

n a buggy. 851ng asPnd the occasion for such a visit, I told

im the story of our digging, He laughed loud and leng, telling

e it cl?ared up é”ﬁygtery'that had worried the people along the
reek for upwards sf 20 YEar;.- He stated that after'the first

ole we.éug was diseoyered,'some.of hi; neighbors Qatched all night
or a féw déys, armed Q{tﬁhshotguns; aqd that after what was de-
.cribed as "the gregt éXplosion", a watch was again set‘fo: a ﬁ;ggA
r 10 days, without result. | .

I have often wondered what became of the key, cx keys, to

he ciphers, left by Beale with some friend in St. Louis, when he

:as there in 1822, and visited the Planters Hotel./l
g = I

L}

The.fol;owing is what Ward ﬁrote, and had printed in paa-
hlet form, agou{ the éeﬁle Papers:
| UTHE BEALE PAPERS
“The follow1ng detalls of an incident that happened many
ears ago, but Wthh has lost none of its interest on that account,
.T€ now glven.to the pUbllC for the first time.
" MUntil now, for reaéons which will be apparent to every

ne, all khowledge of this affair was confined to a very limited

:ircle--to the writer's immediate family, and to one old and valued
‘riend, upon whose discretion he could always rely. Nor was it

/

;
. _— . L . _ ot — .

)/
2y lll




Dacfﬁr 1nt€§c§-?te, éravel beyond that circlei But c:.rcumstances

wover which he had no control, pecuniary embarrassments of a

pressing character, and duty to a dcpendant family requiring

. his gndivided attention, %orce him to abandon a task to which
he has devoted the best years of his li%e, but which seems as r“L///
far from accomplishment as.at the start. He is; tharelove. con-
pelled, however unwillingly, to relinquish to cthers the eluci=
dation of the Beale Paperé, not doubtiné that cf the manf who will
give the subject attention, Some one, through fortune or.ac;ident

wil} speedily solve their mystery apd-sécure.the crize which has

‘eluded him.
"It caﬁ'ﬁe readily imag&ned that this c&uréé was not de- :
termined ﬁpon-all at once. Regaraless of the_en£reaties of his
family and {h; persisten£badvice of his friends,.who were form;;ly
as sagguine as himself, he stubbornly continued h;s inve;tigaféons, L.
until ab;olute want §tared him in the face and forced him;to.yield
to their persuasions, Having now lost éll hope of benefit from
this source to. himself, he is not unwilling that others may ;e-
ceivé it, and onlf hopes that the prize may, fallhto 50me;poor, L/)//
but honest man, who will use his dlscovery not solely for the
promotior of his own engoynent, but for the weifare of others.
"Until the writer lost all hepe of ultimate success, he
toiled faithfully at his work. Unlike any other pursuit with\
practlcal and natural results, a charm att ended it, independent
of the u;tlmate benefzt he expected; and the possibility of suc-
cess lent an interest and excitement to the work not to be re-
sisted,

"It would.be difficult to portray the delight he experienced

when accident revealed to him the explanation of paper marked V/d

"No.2". Unmeaning, as this had hitherto been, it was now
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tully erplained, and no difficulty was apprchendcd in masterlng

the othcrs. But this accident, f‘ording s9 much pleasurn at L//’/

-

~the time, was a most unfortunate one for hlm, as it induced him

to neglect famlly, frlends, and all legltlmate pursuzts for what ‘

has proved, so far, the vrrlest 111u51on.
“It will be seen by a perusal of hr. Beale's letter to Mr.
Morrlss that he promlsed under C°Iucin contlngencies, such as [////

failure to see or conmunlcate wi»h hlm in 2 glven time, to fur-

-

DlSh a key by hhlch the papers would be fully eXplalned.

“As the fallure to do elther Pctually occurred, and the

- -

pzomised explanaulon has never been rece\Vec, 1t nay pDSSlbly

remain in the, hands of some relatlve or friend of Bea1e s, or some
£ 3 5 -

other person encaoed in the enuerprlse w1th hlm. That they would L///

-

. attach no 1mportance to a seemlngly unlntelrlglble erulng seens

* quite naeurai, but thelr attenulon belng ca1led to Lhen by uh°

-

publication of thkis uaIAotiva, may result in v=ntua11v branan
. ’ . : . . MY - . - S S
to light the misting papers.’

~

. "P&. Beale, who deposreed vith e, uDrrlSS the papers whlch
form the subgect of thls hlstory, is d°SCIlbed as belng a genulenen,

well educated, eV1dently of good famwly and viith popular manners. -b////

What motives could have influenced him and so many others to risk

their health and their lives in such an undertaking, exﬁept the

natural love of daring adventure, with its consequent excitement,
we can only conjecture.

"¥We.may suppose, and indeed we have his word for so doing,

4

that they were infatuated with the dangers, and with the wild and b////
roving character of their lives, the charms of which lured then
farther and farther from c1V111Latlon, until thelr lives were

sacrificed to their temerlty. This was the opinion of Mr. Morriss,
and dn thic wav anlv man wo account for the fact that the treasure -
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for which thcy sacrlfled D much, constltutlng alnoot fabulous

wealth, lies abandoned and unclalned for moTe than half a century.

"Should any of Y readers be more fortunate than myself ine 2

dlscoverlng its place of concealment, I shall not only rejoice

w1th them, but feel that I have at least aCCOmpllShed sonethlng

¢

in contributing to che happlness of others.
' "THE LATE ROBERT MCRRISS. v
"Robert hprrlss, the custodlan of the Beale Papers, was

born in 1778 in the State of haryland but removed at an early

- »

age, with hlS fanlly, to Loudoun County, Vlrglnla, vhe re, in 1803,

>

he marrled hnss Sarah Mltchell, a flne lacklng and acconpllshed ‘

young lady of that county.

"In obtalnlng such a wrfe Mr, dorriss was peculiarly for-
tunate, as her subsequent career- fully denonstrated Asﬂaqwife

she was without re roach, 25 =2 generous gnd Eynpex 111r" wcran

she was without an equal--the poor will long r:member her charities,

and lament the frlend they have lost. :

"Shortly after hlS removal to Lyncbburg M:. horr*ss en- .'

gaged in the mercantlle ‘business, and shortly thereafter he be-

came a‘purchaser and shlpper of tobacco to an:cxtent nitherto
unknown in this section. In these pursuits he was eminently
successful for several years, and sPeedlly accunulated a comfort-
able 1ndependence. . . ‘

"It was durlng this period of hls success thst.hI. Vorrass
erected the first brick burldlng of wblch the town csuld boast,
and which still.stands on Main Street, a monument to his enterprise.
His private residence, the house now owned and sccupied by &ax Gug-

r

genheimer, Esquire, at the head of Main Street, I think he also
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assembled there more, frequently than clsewhcre, and there are now

. 1iving some whose pleasant recollecthgs-are associated with that

eri ) . . . . . .
p l°d ot HERN X - € - -- '4..~!

"The happiness of Mr. Morriss, however, was of short dura-,

tion, for reverses came when they were least eXpected.- Heavy pur-
chases of tobacco, at ruinous figures, in ant1c1patzon of an up-
ward market, which visions were never reallzed swept fron him

Y

in a moment the saV1ngs of years, and left hwm nothrng save his

honor and the sincere sympathy of the cowﬂuq1ty, with which to
begin the battle anevi, | R

"It was at this elme that drs, &crrlss exhluated the love-
‘liest traits of her'character. aeemlngly unmlndful of her.condl-

tlon, with a sn111ng face and cheerlng words, she so encouraged

her husband that he became almost Teconciled to his fate, o=

YThrown thus upon his own resources, by thé advice of his

X

wife, Mr, Morriss leased for a ierm of years the ¥Fashington Hctel,
known now as the Arlington, on Church Street, and connenced the
. .. l . ) . .. “. . -

.

business of hotel keeping. His kind disposition, strict problty,

excellent management, and well-ordered household, soen rendered

.

him famous as a host, and his reputation extended even to other

States, His was the house par excellgnce of the town, and no

fashionable assemslages met at any other.

- T

YFinding, in a few years, that his experiment was suc-

‘cessful and his business remunerative, he removed to the Franklin
Hotel, now the Norvell House, the largest and best arranged in

~the city. This house he conducted for many years, enjoying the

friendship and countenance of the first men of the country.

Amongst his guests and devoted friends were Jackson, Clay, Coles,
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was.not the wealthy and dlstlngu1shed alone who ap-
preciated L&. Morrlss.‘ The poor and lowly had blﬁaSlﬂgs for the
_ man who sympathlzed ‘with thelr mis;ortun;s, and was ever ready .

to relieve their distress. Many poor hut worthy familles, whose }
descendants ;re now-ln our midst, can remember the fact that his
table _supplied their dally food not for days and weeks only, but
for months at a tlme. ‘And, as a further 1nstance of hls forbear-
ance apd unparéileled gener051ty, there are now 11v1ng those who
will téstify to the fa;t.that he permitted a boarder, in no way
connected wrth him, to remain in his house fdr.more than twenty
years, and until he died, without ever receiving the slightest
remuneratiﬁn, ;bq'rhat re.;as ne?er‘ﬁédé to feel otherwise than

as a favored guest.
"In manner lr, Morriss was courteous and gentle; but when
occasion demanded he could be stern and determined, too. He

wa$ emphatically the master of his house, and ‘from his decision

there was no app°al. As an "old Virginia gentleman", he was ~

sans_peur ot Sans_z_,z__hg+ and to a remarkablc extent possessed
_the c0nfldence and dffectlon.of hls frlends; ' ;. . ”7.
"After a checquéred ard evengful life of more than elghty
years, passed mostly in bu51ness, whlcn brought him in cantact
with all classes of'éebple, he died, iamented by 211, and ieaving
.not an enemy behind. His o=ath wh1ch occu red: in 1863, was just
two ygars‘subsequeﬁt to that of his wife. It can be truiy said

. that no person§ ever lived in é commuﬁi{y for such a length'of

time who accomplished more good during their lives, of whose death’

was more universally reéretted.
"It was the unblemishec character of the man, and the uni-

versal confidence reposed in him, that induced Beale to cntrust

him with his secret. and. in certain contingencies, selecct him

4,
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every one remembering Mr, hbrrlss will acknowledge.

"It was in 1862, the sccond yvar of tge Confederate wef,
that Mr. Morriss first.intimatcd the pesseesion of a secret that
was destined te méke some bersons Wealihy. At first he was not ':j K
very communlcatlve, nor did I press hln to reveal what he seemed .
to speak of vith reluctance. In a few weeks, however, his mlnd

seemed changed, and h2 voluntarily proffered his confidence.

"Inviting me to his room, with no one to interrupt us, he

gave me an outlinc of the maotter, which soon enlisted my interest
and created an intense longing to learn more, About this time,

however, affairs afA;mpo;tence reéuired*my p;eeenee ie Richﬁendt '
and preveﬂted fUrthe? communication between us until after my -
return, wheh I found Mr, Morriss ready to resume tﬁe interesfing
subjec{. A pr1Vate 1nterv1ew was soon a*rcnged, and, after several

‘ prellnlnarles had been complled with, the _papers upon whlch thls

history is based were dclﬂvered into oy possesclon.

: X

"The reasons which 1nf}yenced Mr. Morriss in selecting me
for the trust he gave, and we;e; in Suﬁtance, as fo}lows% F?rst;'
friendship for myself and femily, whom he woulcd benefit if he
could,  Second, the knowledge that I was young and in cir cumstances-_.
to afford leisure for the task 1mposed. And,. finally, a cpn;ldence
that Ilwould regard his instructioqs.and carry out his Qishes re-
garding his charge. These,‘and perhaps others, he gave duripg.
our frequent conversations upon the subject; and, doubtless, he
'belieﬁeq he was conferring a favor which would redound greatly
to my advantage, That it has proved otherwise is a misfortune to'

. me, but no fault of his.

"The conditions alluded to above were that I shoﬁld-devote_

as much time as was practicable to the papers he had éiven ﬁe;
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nastei'-, if po""bl-a t‘* ir contrnts, ard 11‘ succo sful in decipherin

their ncanln" and eventua‘lly finding the trcasurz, to appropriate’  ° '

one—hzlf or h:.s Fbrtlon as a re-m:m raixon for n,r Ser\’lcea, "the othcr
) ye

half to bc dl ,trlbutcd to ce.rtun rel?.thC‘..r :m:l conne.,tlons of hn.s

own, W"OSG nanes he gave rme; the rcra:.rdcr to be held by me in

trust for the bcnei‘lt of such clar'xants as night at any time appear

and be able to authenticate their clnims. This latter amount to
be loft :m‘t,:ct subac,c., "c.o such 'ic:un..., for the sp ace of twcr.ty yc--:-.fs
whe-n, 11‘ st:u.ll unCl_:.lT'lvd it should revert to myself or my heirs,

as a lcgbcy from hLﬁsalf '. oW, - e

S ap e g
L

“As there was ﬂothlnc ob;)cctmn able in this, thes required

promise was glvcn,' ard he boy and corten ts were placed in my : -

-
- .

possession. o ST

. . ) -
- i .

"Mhen ﬂ\e wrlmr rnc lls his anxious hcurs, his nldnlsht

-.-\.,

vi"ils, his tcll hls hor-s and d:..,? d:nr,nts, all cb 1sequent S '

upon this pror.usc:, he can only f'o'mcl e that. the 'Lef*:-.cv ef Mr.

- -

“tes s a"

I’(orrlss was not 2s he ‘lefloned 1t--a blessmr 1n dlsrulse.
"ﬁaving assumed the responsibilities and zcnscrited to
the requirem'eh'ts. of Yr. Morriss, I dctcm.i,ntd to deiro’cé as much
time to ihe a.cc'(;rﬁpiishﬂcr'mt.éf. the task as could be consistently
spared frorrz. other drltiss. "Vith this purpesz in view I. requested
from ,f’.r. 1.orrn.ss a statemeat of every Pzrtlﬁula‘ ‘connected with
the affair 61' having thé slightest bearing Gpon it, -tegether with
such viewsj'agd. g;pinions of'?zis owvn as ;migh't ultinatley benefit me
in my rescarches, In reply he gave ne the following, which I

reduced to wrif.i'ng ani filed with the pa»crs for future reference:
\ ‘

R

\ e "It was in theomonth of Janmuary, 1520, while keeping the

§ -

\

]\‘r.‘i \!a.shin:;tohlﬁnl, that I first saw and became acquainted with Reale,

st r———

¢

"._
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. In company with two oth*ro he c3me to my housc secking entertainment for

himself and friends. Being éssurcd of a.comfortablc provision for them-
. selves and their hers cs, Beele stated his intention of remaining for the
. winter,’should nothing occur to altsr his plans, but that the gcntiqmen
accorpanying him would leave in a few dzys for Richmond, near'which place

they resided; and that thCJ were anxious to rgach thﬂ*rhomes, from which

they had long b=ﬁn aksent, ~ ' S

"They 211 appeared to be gentlemen, 2nd with 2 free and independent
air, which rendored them pacull,rly‘a tive. After rcmaining 2 weck or

-ten days the two 1éfti with expressiohs ofsztisfaction with their visit.

Beale, who remzined, soon became a favored and popular jguest, Ilis social

disposition and friendly dencanor rendere him.exﬁremely popular with every

one, partlcularly the 1adies, ant a plessant and friendly intercourse was

. quickly eétablished‘betﬁeen then, - S SR
MIn person'Boéle.was about six fest in height, with Jjet black eyes,’
and hair ofthe zamg color, worn lenger than was the siyle a2t that time. His

T
form wassymmetrical and gave evidence.of unusuel strength and activity. 2t

his distinguighing feature was 2 dark-and swarthy complexion, as if much ex-

posure to the sun and weather had tJorou~h1y tann .bd dlscolored him,
—_— T T . -
"Thig, howevar, ﬁid net detrazct from his ap?éarance; and I thought -’
him the handsomgst man I had zver seen. Altogether, he was a model of manly

beauty, favered by the l1adies znd envicd by the men. To the first he was

reverentizlly tender and polite; to ihe Iattef, affzble and courteous when
thay.kcpt‘Within bounds, but if they werc supcrcilious or'presuming, the lion
. Was arousdd, -di voe to the man whoe offended him, Instances of that character

occurred more than once;while he was my guest, and always resulted in his

'Jn

demanding and receiving an apelagy. His charzcter scon bhecame univarszlly

knovm, and he wis no longer troubled by imzartinence.
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- ) . I ¢ ‘
" . -"Such a man was shomas Jeffersen Peale, as he appenred in 1820,

- ; 3 !‘
and in his subsequent visits to my house. il registered simply from Virginia,

.
-

'I‘l. l‘{: ) o

£y "

but I am of the impression-he was from some western portion of the State,
Curiously enough, he never adverted to his family or to his anteccdants,

nor did I cuestion him concerning them, as I would hove done had I dreamed

- of the interest that in the futurs would attach to hig name .

"Mr., Eegle remained with me until zbout the latter and of the

following March, when he loft, with the same friends who first accompanied

him to my house and who had returned somc days before.
Y I \

"After this I heard nothing from ¥r. Zezle until Jenuary, 1822, when

he once more made his appsarance, the same geniel and popular gentleman as

: L. . o -7z
bifore, but if possible, darker and swarinier then ever. .iis welcome was

L

a genuine one, as 211 were delighted to see him. S

de

(&)

®In the Spring, at about ths samc time, he 2zein Qéft. Fut, befors

doing so, Beale »anded to me this box, which, =2s he said, contzined pzpers
A .

.of value and iaportance, and which he desired to le¢ave in my charge until

_called for hereafter, Of course, I didnot decline to receive tham, but

1little imazined their importznce until his letter from St louis was received.

This letter I carcfully-rreserved, and it will be given with these papecrs,
"The box was ofiron, carcfully locked, and of such weight as to
render‘it a safc dcpasitory for articles of value., I Placed it in a safe
2nd secure vlace, whore it could not be éiséﬁrbed until such itime as it
should be demanded by its ovmer.,
"The letter I aliuded to above was the lact co:municationwl ever
recrived from feale, and I never saw him again, I can only suppose that

he was killed by Indians, afar from his hene,
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. though nothing was heard of hit death. Ifs conpanibns, too, must all have

shared his fate as no onc has ever dgmanaed the box or claimed his effectes.
. "The box was left in ny hands in the Spriné of 1822, and, by

auvthority of his letter, I ;hould Have e?amincd its contents in 18?2,‘ten
years thereaftef, having heard nothing from Beale in the rmeantime,” DBut -
it was not until 18% , scme 23 years after it came into my pésscssion, that
I dc;ided‘upon opening it, Turing that yezr I had the lock broken, and,
wiih the cxception of the two letters to myself, and some 0ld receipts,

iound onl& some uninfelligible papers,vcoveréd vith fipures, and totally

incomprehensible to me, . .

H .

ikecording to. his ietter ihgse paéers convey all ihe information
necessary to find the treasure he has concealcd; and upon you devolves the
rcsponsigility of éqcovering it. Should you succeed you will be amply
s - reimbursed for your wvork, and others near ani dear ﬁo me will likewlsc be
benefitted.! ?he.cnd ise worih~gi1 your cxertions, and I-have every hope

that success will reward your efforts,

"Such, in substance, was the statement of Yr. Norriss in answer to

the various intéérogatorios sropounded to him, And, finding that I could
elicit no further information, I resolved to do the best I could with the
limited means at my disnoszl,

»

"I commenced by reading over and over agezin the letters to Mr. .

Morriss, endeavoring to impress each syllable they contained on my memory,

and to exiract from them, if possible, scme meaning or 2llusion that might

.

give, a faint or barely perceptible hint as 2 guide. ¥o such clew, however,

could I find, and where or how to comncnce was 2 nroblem I found most

-

diffucult to §01ve." ;

- "To systematize a plan for my work I arranzed the npaners
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%E,thc orficr of their lonpth,|! and nuntoered them, decipning to commence with

r—

the first and devolc my.whole attention to that until I had either unraveled

its meaning or was convinced of its impossihility--afterwards to take up the
) . - . e . )
others, and proceed as before. : !

Wﬁll of thig I did in the cbursc of time, but failed so completely
‘that my hopes of solving the mystery were well nigh abandoned. !y thoughts,
however, were constantly upen it, and the figurcs'coﬁtainea in each paper, in
their regular order, vare fixed in my memory. Iy impr;ssion was that cach
figure reﬁresented.a letter, but zs the numbers-Sé_grcat]y cxcceded the
letters of the alphabet, I wondered if it were possible that soms document
had been used, and the words mum cged. .

. "With this ids2 in mind a test was made of every book I could rroducg, ;

by numbering the letters and comparing their numbers with those of the X

manuscript. All to no purnose, however, until the Declaration of ‘Independence:

afforded the clew to one of the payers, and revived my hopesy ® = -
""To enable my readers td betier understand the explanation. of this .
. - A .

aper the Declaration of Independlence is #iven herewith, the words numbered
p( 5 & )

in consecutive order., ‘I am sure this will be ofintecrest to those designing : |

to follow up my investizations. ' S " ' :
thcn I first pade this discovery I thought I had the koy to the

whole, but scon ascorizined that furthar work was nccessary beofore my task !

R, Aep  wme.

could be comple?ed. The encouragement afforded, however, by this discovery
enabled mé to proceed, and 1 ﬁavc persisted in my labors to the present time.
Now, as'I have alrcady sz2id, I am forced by circumstances to devote my time
t§ other Dursuit;; ant to abanéon hopes, vhich were destined never to be

realized,

~ row e

s
- NN la,
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¥ %The following isthe letter addresspd’to Mr. Morriss by Beale and
dated 3t, Louis, May, 1822, and was the latest communication ever received
from hima

7

"St, Louis, lo,, Fay 9, 1822,

Robt, lorriss, Fsq.

-

Hy esteemed friend: : : ]
Ever since leaving my comfortable quarters at your house I

have been journeying to this place, and only succeedcd in reaching it

' vesterday. I have had, altogether, 2 pleasant time, thc weather being fine

‘and the atmosphere bracing, I shall remain here a weck or ten days longer,

then "ho" for the rlains, to hunt buffalo and encounter the savage grizzlies,

How longz I may be zbsent I cannot now. detormine, certainly not less than
. 2 .

two years, perhapsilonger.

With regard to the box left in your charge'I hzve a few words to say,
. ; g . : 4 . A 3
and, if you will permit me, give you some instructions concerning it.
It contains papers vitally affecting the foriures of myself“znd many others

engaged in business with me, and in the -event of my death its loss might be

" irreparable, .Iou will, therefore, see the necéssity of guarding it with

vigilance and care fo pfevent so grqét 2 catastrophe. It a2lso contains

some lectters adéréséed to yourself and which will be necessary to enlighten
you concerning_the‘busipess in vhich we are cngaged, Should none of us ever
return ydu will plaase presefve céréfully'the'box fof a preriod of ten years
from the date of this letter, and if I,'or.no ona with authority from ne,
during that time demands its restorationm, youlwill open it, whicﬁ can be
done by removing the lock,

You will find, in 2ddition to the pepers addressed to ydu!-othcr

papers which will be uﬁintelli;ible without the aid of a key to assist you.
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;mcn.a Yoy I have left in the hands of a friend in thic yluc scaled,

\n

addresscd to ynuraclf and endorsed "ot is ba delivered until June, 1832,

By means of ttis you will undcrstand fully all you will be requiresd to do.

I knov you v111 ch erfully comply with this ruquest thus. addln" to

the many obligzations under which you have alrcady placed me. "In the meantime

should decath or sickness hapi*n to you, to which a1l arc liablc; Please select

from among your f{riends some one worthy, and to him hand.this letter, and to

_hiﬁ.delegatc your authority.’

. .

I have baen thus particular in my lnSuTthlCuS in censequence of

.

.. the somewhat perilous enterprise in which we are @nzaged, but trust we shall

meet long ere the time exmires, and so save you this irouble. Be the result
what it may, however, the game is worth ihe candle and we will play it to

the.end. e el . -

- ¥ith lfindest wishes foryour most excellent wife, compliments to the, .-

and assurances ol

-~
A

ladies, = <ood word to enouirinv frionds, if there be an
B ] 3
. o~

my h-hhnst esteen for ynurbexL, I remain, as ever,
- ... JYour sincerc friend,
(] n.
v . .+ . . . ..+. . Tho . dJdeff , Deale.’

.o “After {hc r¢ception of this letter lir. Morris states that he was
‘articularly carcful to see the box securcly place@, wﬁere it could remain
in absolute safety so long as the Pmigc x¢ies of the case might require.
The letter, too, ho was equally caraful to prsse erve for futuro uso should
it be necded. ..

"Qaving done all that was required of him, Yr, Yorriss could only

await Beale's roturn, or some cormunication from him, In cithsr case he

was disappointed, nor d4id a linc or messaie ever rzach him,
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Ly "During this poriod rumors of Indian outra:cs and massacres were

current, bul no mention of Beale's name ever occurrod, “hat became cf him

- and his companions is left cntirely to cenjecture, " Thether he was slain

-

by Indians, or killed by the savage animals of the dlocky Hountginé,'or
whether cxposure, and Derﬁaps privation, did its work can never be told.
Cne thiné at least}is certain, that of the young and gallant band, whose
. buoyant soirits led them.to scek such a life and to forsake the comforts
of home, with a1l its snjgyﬁents, for the dangers and privations they must
- .Anecegsafily encountar, ﬁoé a survivor rcmains;
‘ "Thouzh Hr. lorriss was aware of the contents of the box in 1845 it
was.not until 1862, forty ycars after be reccived‘it, that he thought propcr
to mentiop its.existence, agd.to myself alpna'did he thcq divulge it.

He had become long since satisfied that the parties were no longer living
. > s Lot [ ?

but his delicacy ?f'feeling_pravcptcd him a§sumin; as a.fact_é matter so
pregngntAwith cecnsequences. e kreﬁugntlj decidad uéon doing so, and as
often . Qelayed.it for anothcf time, And ﬁhen, at,lgst, beZQid speak of the
mattor it was with seeming reluqt;nce, as ifdhe felt he was committing a
wrong., .Bﬁt the siory'once told hs §§inced up to the time of his death the
.greatest.interestiiq Ty success, gnd in'grequent intervicws encouraged me

. to proceed, | : . - o S

?It"is now more than twenty years since these papers came into my
hands, and, with the excapfiqn of one of them, they are still as incomprehen-
siblg as ever. ﬁugh t;me was cevoted to this one, and thosec who aﬁgage in
the'm;tter yillibc savaed what has been consumed uren it myself,

“$e§6fe giving the papers to thc public I would say a word to those

who may take an interest in them, and give them a little advice, acquired
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by bitter exgerience, It is to devote only such time as can be spared
- from your legitimate business to thc.task, énd, if you cah spare no time,
let the matter'aloné. Should you disrcgard“my Advice, do not ho%ﬁ me

' B

reséonsible that poverty you ﬁéve courted is more zasily found than the

accomplishment of youf wisﬁes,Aand I would avoid the sight of another reduced

to my condition.
: "Nor is it nccessary to devote the time that I did to this matter,

as accident alonp, without the promiszd key, yélllever davélop the mystary.

ir revcaled'by accident a few hours dévotcd‘ts the subject mzy accomplish

resﬁlts wﬁich.ﬁcfe denied to &ears df patiént.%éil. Again, ncver, as I - ]

-

have ‘done, sacrifice your own and your famil¥'s interests to what may prove

an illusion; But, ‘as I have already said, when ycur day's work is done, and -
you are comfortatly scated by your good fire, 'a short iime dofotcd to the
subject can injure no ecne, and may bring its reward.

B2

"By pursuing this policy your interests will not su;fcr your family

w111 be cared for,and your thoyghts will not 1@ absorbed to the sxclusion
of other important_mattcré; With this admoniéion I subzit to my readers
the papers upon which this narrative is foundeﬁ.
| "The first;';n ordér, is the lstter from Eealc‘to Y, Yorriss, which
will giyé the reader a .clearer conception Sf all the facts connected with
- the case, and enazble him to understand as ful; as 1 mysclf do the present

status of tho affalr. The letter is as follows:

. .o lLynchburg, Va., Januéry Lith, 1822,

13

Sy’ o o g

=S¢ naly rapatt NP SN 4,‘/ 4,1;-,.}.,( 4,.{ L-u( AJ—M w—é"‘"“é

ly dsar friend HMorriss: Pooote ! 4 / "/
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You will, Aoubtless, be surnrised whon you discover, from a
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perusdl of tinis lettor, the importance of the trust confided to you, and
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and vhose nane you have never heard, The reasons are simple and casily

-

told It was unacrativn upen us that ééme onc hbre'shouid be selected

" -

—

.to carry out our dlohCa in case of acc1ccnt to. our;elvc ; and your reputation

-

as a man of 1ntc~r1tv unblem1shed honor, and busznc:s sagacity, influenceld

them to select you in placp of oth0fs beiter known but n;rh°ns not so .-

'rellable as your*blf )

-

It was with thls design tbat I firs t VlSled your housz, two years

since, that I might judve by 7ersonal obscrvation if yeour revutation was
merited. To pnaH e me thc bbuber to do sc I rgﬂglncﬂ with you more than three

months and until I was full satisficd as to our character. This visit
: y

was made by the renu;s» of my associates, and you can judge from their

. .
+

actlons whnther my renort vas a favorable one,
< i . X AN . - "
I will now vive you some idea of the cnterprise in which w2 are

enba ed and the es will bc rﬂqulred of you'in conncctlon therawith;

¢1rst asqurln" rou, hoﬂever that our comneﬂ.ation for the*trouble will
] ¥ .

be ample} as you have becn unamirmously made one of our association, and

. L R . . Tr ta. - - - .
as such are cntitled to share en;ally with the others.
Sone flVC ycars since I, in cennecetion with saveral friends, who,

like myself,’wéra'foﬁd of adventure, and if mixed with a litile dan ger all

the more accentable, detzrmincd to visit the Jreat Vestern plains and enjoy

in hunting buffalc, grizzly bears, and such othar Same as the country would

afford. .This, at that fime, was our sols object, and we at ence rrocseded

to put it in execution. T .

On account of Indians and other dangers incident to sucb an under-
taking, we detarmined to raisc a party of not less than tRirty individuals,

of good character and standing, who would be pleasant companions an




DOGIcEsQnt 5@;&15&9 and finnncially ablc to cncour;tc‘f- the crpcnsc. With
khxs object in view each one of us suggcstcd thc subject to his sevcral
friends and acquaintances, and in a few wecks the requisite number had

-signed the conditions and were admitted as members of the party. Sone

fow refused to join us, being, doubtless, deterred by the dangers, but
- . . !

such men we did not want, and were glad of their refusal.

The éompany béiné fornmed, we forthwith commenced our preparations,

.and, early in April, 1817, left old Virginias for St. Louis, Mo., where

we expected to purchaac the necessary outFltg, procure a juide and tiro

- or three scrvanté; and obtain such infofmatipn'ané:adv;ce 2s Fight e
beneficia%_hareafter. A1l was don2 as intenZed, and we lefr 3t. LQuis
the 19th of May, to.be absent two yeers, cuf objective péint being
Santa Fe, which we intcn?cd to reach in-the ensuing Fall, and there'
establish ou;selves in winter quarters.

After leaving St. Louis we were advised by our-guide to form a
regular military organization, w{th a-captain, to be seclected $y fhe
mecbers, to whon éhould be giQen sole authority to %anagﬁ our affairé,

- *

and, in case of necessity, encure united acticn. This was agreed to, and

cach member of the party'bound hinself by a solamn obligation to obey,

at 211 tioes, thez orders of their captzin, or, in event of refusal, to

leave the company at once.

1 4

This arrangerment was to remain in force for two years, or for the
period of our expected absence. Tyranny, partialigy, incc:pctence, or
othcr‘imgropér conduct on the part of the cap;ain was to be punished by
depbbing.hip from his officec if a majority of the companyrdesircd his

c¢ismissal. 4ll this being arranged, and 2 sct of laws framed, by which

the conduct of the -
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E)(1£;JEE¥3 uJ§5§J3§% rELulatcd ‘the elcckion wns hcld and resulted in

cloovihﬁ ne as thcir Icndﬁr. See - .

"1t is not ny'purposc now to giQé you deteils of our wanderings, or

.
ot
3 .

‘of the pleasurecs or daﬁ;eré encountered.. All this I will reserve until
. ' "~

we neet again; when it will be 2 pleasure to recall incidents that will

alvays be fresh in ry memory. ’

About the first of Yecember we reached our destination, 3anta Fe,
and prepared for a long and wclco e rcst froz the fat1nue° of our Journcy

‘Nothlnn of intera st occurnd durln" tHﬂ w1ptcr, ‘end 'f thiﬁ little Hexican

: L3

town we soon became hcartily tired. We 1ongcd for. the & vcnt of weather

which would 2neble us to resume our-wanderinge and our exhilerating
£S i 2 g

W . :

e
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H
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BEarly in March some of the party, to vary the monctony of their lives,
deternined upon a short excursion, for the purpose of hunting and examin-
Ing the country around us. They cxpected to be only a few_dsys sbsent, but

deys passed into waeeks, and weeks into & monlh or wore, before we had any
| s . , .
tidings of the parcy.

¥le had bacome- exceedingly uncasy’and were oreparing to send out

-~

scout# Eo trace thcﬁ,_if possible, when Ewo of the éarty arrived and gave
an explanaticn of their absence. It eppesrs that when they left Sante Fn
they pursued a northarl& course for scre deys, being successful in finding
an ebundance of gaue, which tHeJ secured, and were on the eve of returning
when they discovered on their left an izmense hord of buffalﬁes hcﬁding for
2 val%gy jﬁst perceptible in the distance. They deteormined to follow them,
and sccurc as nany as possible. Keeping well togzether they followed.their

trail for two weeks or rore, sccuring meny, end stampeding the rest.

Oue day, whilc follewing them, the party encarped in a
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avﬁnc, somc 250 or 300 milcs to the north of Sunta Fc, and, with their horses

athered, vere preparing their evening meal whien onc of the men discovered in o

left of the rocks scemething thot hod the appearance of gold. Upon showing it

o the others it was pronounced to be gold--and much excitament wes the natural
- . . e

- !
onsecquence. Hessengers were at once dispatched to inform me of the fects and
equest my presence with the rest of the party--and with supplics for an inde-

’inite time.

A11 the pleasures and tenptatwons which hod lurcd them to the plains

ere nou forgotten, and visions of boundless wealth, and future grandour wvere
:he onty 1deas entcrta\ned.
Upon re chmng the 1oca11ty I found a1l as it had been represented, and

the excitement intense. Every one was d111gent1y ot work with such tools and
* ’ ’ ) . e

applicnces @s they had inprovised, and quite’a little pile hzd already ) -
accumulated. Though all were at work there was nothing like order or method in, e

their plans, and my first efforts were.to systematize our operations and reduce

R

everything to orders

Wi th this object in view an agrecment uwos entered into to ﬁbrk i
corsmon, as joint‘partners,_the accumulat§o?s‘of each one to ve placed in a
common receptacle, and <ach be intitled to an equal share of the whole Qhencver
he chose to wifhdraw it; the whoie«to remain under my chargé until scme other
disposition of it was ggrccd upon. Under this arrapgcmenf the work progressed
favorably for cighteen months or more, zond a2 great deal of gola had accumulated
i my hands? as well és silver, which had likeuise been found. Everytﬁing

necessary for our purposes and for the prosecution of thz work had been obtained

from Santz Fe, and.no trouble was expericnced in procuring assistance from the
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DOCT@’*“@‘S“S*?‘?@PWC“HE as istanc._ fror: thc If‘dlnne in our labors. T

. e Vatters wcnt on thus unt11 thc Suzrar of 1819, when thc quc*tion

¢ o . -

R ) e
of transfcrring our wealth to-sorp sccure place wes frequently discuzscd.

- "
'«“

It was not considered advieaalc to. retain so latbc &n amount in so wild

et

and dangerous a locality, where its very possession might endanger ouf

lives; and to conceal it thcrc would avail nothinﬂ, as we night at any
tine be forced to revéal its place of conccalment.

. He were in & dilemma. Some ;dviSed one plen, some another. One
:reco~mcndcd Santa Fe &5 the safest place to deposit it, while others
objected and advocated. its shiprent at'oncg‘to the States{ vhere 1t was
ultimately té 20, aﬁd.where alone it would be safe. The ideg szemed to

prevéil, end it was doubtless correct, that when cdutside parties ascer-
tained, as they would do, that we kept nothing on hand to tempt their
* cupidity, our lives would be more secure then at present.

- It was finally decided that it would be best.to send it to Virginia,

uncder ny charge, and there be securely buried in & cave pear Buford's ' '

Tavern,_in the county of Bedford, which gll of us hed visited, and which
was dbnsiﬁered a perfectly safe depository.. This was'accep;ible to all,
and'i at once rade preparﬁtions for my depzrture. The whole paréy were
to:accompanj me'fQi the first five hundred niles, when all but ten would.re-
turn, these latter to éeéain with re to the end of the journey. All was'

" carried out as arrenged, and I arrived safely with my charge.

Stopping at Buford's Tavern, where we recmained for a month, under

pretense of hunting, ete., we visited the cave but found it unfit for our

purpose. It was too frequently visited 5y the neighboring farmers, who

used it as 8- recepuacle for. their sweet d,m
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: soon selcctcd a bcttcr p\*cc, Und to this the treasurc wcs safely transferrcd.

Before Icavxng my companions on thé plains it wos suggested that, in case
f an accident to ourselves, the trecasure so cohcealed would be lost to their

I was, therefore,
l"_ ’

nstructed to select some perfectly rcliable person, if such anyone could be

elatives without some provision against such a contingency.

ound, who shdyld, in the event of his proving acceptable to the party, be
onfided in to corry out their wishes in rcgérd to their respective shares, and
'pon ﬁy return report whether I hod found such a person. Ir was in’accordance
rith'this inétructions that 1 visited ybu, made your acquaintance, was satisfied
that ybu would suit us, and so reported. | . |
On my return I found £re work still progressing favorably, and, by meking
large accessions fo our force of laborers, I was ready to return last Fall with,
an 3ncreased supply of metal, which came through safely and was deposited with
the other. . It was at this time I handed you the box, not disclosing the nature
of the céhténts but ask{ng you to keep, it safely tiil called for. f intgnd .
Qriting.you, however, from St. Louis; ana iﬁpress upon you.itsﬁgagortance still

-
. . . 1

9ore forcibly.

The papers enclosed herewith w111 be unintelligible without the key, which
will reach you in t\me, and will be found merely to state the contents of our
depoository, with its exact Jocation, and a list of the names of our party, wmth

their places of res1dence,’etc.

I thought, at first, to give you their names in this .letter, but reflecting
that some one may read the letter, and thus be enabled to impose upon you by

personat{pg some member of the party, have decided the present plan is best.

"‘-7.--”-‘——-;-42..'.! ‘
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You will be eware froa wﬁat 1 have written thet we erc engaged

. .t * o . - . .
-. in a perilous enterprice; one which prordiscs glorisus results ifsuccessful,

1
but dangers interqene, and of the end no one can tall. Ve can only hope
for the bast, and perycvcrc uatil our work is accorplished, ond the su’

sccured for which we zre strivinﬁ.

As ten years tast elep ce b;fcre you will see thic letter, you
. may well ronclude by thbt tlm that thc,worst has heppened, ond
_ that none of us is to‘be.numbered with the living. In such gnevent you will

please visit the place of deposit end secure.iis contonts, wﬂlch you will

divide into thirty-cne equzl parts.- Cne of these parts you are to retezin as

.. your own, f:eely given yOU fer'your services. _Ihe other shares to be dis-

- -

trikuted tu th° partlce nbme4 in tbc 8CCO"P&DY13” paper. Thbse lepgacies, so

unexpactequ recelved, will at least serve ko rcc~ll nanes tH t may still be
. 'cherishcd thoujh pertially foréotteﬁ. FeE
'Innconclusion, ry dear friend, I,beé-that'you wili{not allow any

false or idle punctillio to prevent  yocur receiving and eppropriating the por-

tion assigned to yoursclf. It is

. -

nift, not fron ryself alone but from

.”

2och menber of our party, anJ will not be out of proporticn to the ssrvices

P

LN

required of you. * . .. ..

- - - »

1 trust, my dear Mr. Morriss, that we mMay rieet many tires in the
future, but if tha Fetes forbid, with ry lest communication I weuld essure

you of the entire respect and confidenca of

Yeur friend, 7r:56%7.

] n

Tho . Jcff . Beale.

- "The sccond lettar in the box is &s follows:

Lynchburg, Ve., January 5th, 1322.

Dear Nr. lorrics: oo
[ [
You will find in enc of the nzoners, written in cipher, the nanes

[ vu . -
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of each one will be found the names znd residences-of relatives and othere,

>
A

- to whor they devise their fespcétivc portions.
Fron this you will be cnaaled to car*y out the wishes of all vy
. distributing the portion of each to the parties s des igngt; . This will not be

difficult es thelir rcridcncca are given, and they can casily be found
; T.J.B.
"The two letters given abocve were a1l the box contained that were
©. intelligible.’ The others consisted of papers-closely covercd with figures,
whlch ware, of courve, unnea n1n~ until they esuld b» dgciphcrcc. To do this
was the tas P to whlch 1 now devotcd “yuclf ‘and with but pcrtial success,
" that is, as to dcc1pher1ng paper nar4ed "No.'z”, to be described leter on,

“"The three ciphers are given Lelow, the one parked "Wo.1" des-

o cfibing the efactxlocality of the vault where the treasure is buried; the Sre

marked "No. 2" stating the contents of the vault; and paper magked"ﬁ&l 3"

-stating the neres and addressec of the persons imvolved: - .=

® Y 1
e, 1
Id

- . .- :.‘-1 - o - i . , - s
. 71) 191 E&% 76, 11, 83 @g 94, 120 1 / rC2 4
63, 132, 15, 111 5, 84, 31, 975, 14, 49, g, 27, - L

139, 213. 6.», _90. 1120, 8, 15, 3 1....,[ 2018, 40 74, 758, }p}y
—

N i'

485, 604, 230 436, 50*, 582, 15'0"251 28%, 308, 231, (3)74mc}+/uw~wxé«é i

:}35 a 1, ¢
124, 211, 486, 225, 401, 370, 11, 101, 305,139, 189, /Z: o~ f [
. amed ST / Ty
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.\\\
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-8, 10, 63, 1ko, Lo, 48, 1ko, 288,
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317, 8, o2, 73, 112, &9, 67, 318,- 28, 96, 107, L1,
78, 186, 397, 118, 98, 11k, 245, 3W8, 116, 74, S8,
.65, 32, 1k, .81, 19, 76, 121, 216; 85, 33, 66, .15,
68, 77, k3, 24, 122, 96, 117, 36, 211, 301, _15,
11, -8, £S5, 18, 136, 68, 317, 28, S0, &2, 1304, 74,
221, 198, 175, 310, 319, ©1, 99, 254, 380, 56, 37,
2, 44, 53, 28, 44, 75, 98, 102, 37, 85, 107, 117,
v 435?9 _
88, 135, 48, 151, 99, 175, 89, 315, 326, 78, 96,
21P, 311, 43, 89, 51, 90, 7?5, 123, 96, 33, 28, 103,
65, 26, Li, 246, B84, 270, 98, 116, 32, 59, 4, 66,
240, 15, 8, 121, 20, 77, &, 31, 11, 106, 81, 191,
328, 18, 75, s2, 82, 117, 201, 39, 23, 217, 27,
. 8, 35, sk, 107, 128, L9, 77, 88, 1, 81, 217, 6k,
83, 116, 251, 269, .31, 95b/ sk, 32, 120, 18, 132,
219, 211, 84,. 150, 213, 275, 312, 64, 10, 106, 87,
47, 21, .29, 37, 81, kb, 1R, 12%, 115, 132, 150,
203, 76, 81, 299, 314, "337, 351, 96; 11, 33‘./9?.
238, 105, 2u, 93, 3, 19, 17, 26, €0, 73, &8,
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1h, 126, 138, 234, 283, 297, 21, 365, 06k, 19, 22, Bb,
56, 107, 9”, 123, 111, 21%, 136, 7, 33, 'us. Lo, .13. 28,
46, 42, 107, 195, =227, 34k, 198, 203, 2&7, 116,"19.r8.
212, 230; 31, 6, 1328, 65, 4B, 52, 55, Ui, 122; 33, 117,
11, 18 ?‘. 3%, 45, 83, 76, €9, 92, 31, 65, 70,
83, \6/ 27.° 3, WL 50, 6i, %, 112, ﬁ?,@)wgs, 176,
180, 194, 143, 171, 205, 295, 87, 12, L4 51, 89, 98,
34, i, 208, 173, 66, 9, ‘§§{ 14; 95, 8, 113, 175, 90,
56, 203, 19, 177, 183, 206, 157, 200, 218, 260, 291,
305, 618, 951, 0, 18, 124, 78, 65, 19, 32, 124, 8,
53, 57, B4, 96, 207, 2k, 56, 2, 119, 71, 11, 85, 77,
‘-2f§fi 5u; 82, 316,y/2u5, 303; 6, 97, 106, 212, 1B, 37, 15, 81,
89, 16, 7,-81, 39, 9, 1k, u3,. 216, 118, 29, 55, 109,
136, 172, 2i3, &k, 8, "227, 30k, 611, 221, =36k, '819, 375,
128, 294, f_, 18, 53, '7g, 10, 15, 23, 19, 71, 84, 129,
134, 66, 73, 89, 96, 2%, 48, 77, 25, 1of, 122, 93,
218 L39, ‘178, 171, 61, 206, 3, 215, 102, 18, 167,
ééé: 11k, :é18n'l66, 59, &8, 27, 19, 13, B2, 48, 18?%)
119, 3k, 127, 139, 34, 1281-:1°9 78, 63, 120, 11, 5%,
61, 73, 92, 180, %6, 75, 100, 12, 265, 89, 9, 12,
. 274, 895, 917, 3L, 461, 235, 890, 2312, L13, 328, 381,
96, 105, 217, 66, 118, 22, 77, &%, k2, 12, 7, 55, 2k,
.. 83, 67, 97, 109, 121, 135, 181, 203, 219, 228, 256, 21,
Sh, 7re 39, 37h, 32, '6?5, s, 715, Bhy, 203, 4 18
92, 16, 63, &2, 22, &5, 55, 69, ™H, 112, ()5,5
175, 119, 213, k16, 312, 343, 28, 119, 185, 218, 743,
417, 245, 951, 124, 209, L9, A17, 855, 92h, 93, 72,
19, 29, 11; 35, 42, 40, 46, 35, 9k, 112, &5, €2, 115,
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7, 13, 3%, 126, 217, 314, 318, 221, 644, 817, MR
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- "The papers given ehove were all that were contained in the box,
except tvo or three of an unirportant character, and heving no connection

whztever with the subhject in hand. Thay were carcfully copied, and es

- carefully corperad with the originals, and no error ic heliasvel to exist.

"Complete in themselves, they sre now ressectfully submitted to

the public with the home that all that i derk in them may veceive iight,

end that the trcasure, apounting, as 1 fijure it at thic time, to more

then three-quarters of a rillion dollars, which hac rested so lenz un-

- o

productive of 3cod, in the hands of & proper person may eventuelly
accomplish its nission. ' : y

"To enable vy readers to understenc the paper Mle. 2%, the

only one I wac sver able toc decipher, I herewith zive the Docleration of
Independence, with the words nurbered consecutively, by the acsictance of

which that paper’c hiddern reaning wasc gade ploin;

"IN QONGRSSS JULY &, 1776. (oL

4 Decleretion by the Represcnt;tivcs of the PJ;X'r/” v
. %

i ) UNLT=R STATES OF AMERICA . 6¢r¢f”“~F1

In General Consrecs Assexbled.

1 2 3 4 s 6 7 3 S 6L
then, in the course 9£ huccn evantg, it becomes B p”’
Jee tav Pl 232wl 2% g RFI TIIILS "2 s &RIe3n €
~ , - AV
10 112 13 1 018 17 .1 13 W p
necessary for one neonle to diccolve the noliticzl Mrande vhich AN
SESTTTINE IRT FIESLminy 4 et ess Soeelo ot Taaal hvg ot
- ~ Ao ,./"
a'/
i '/\).4 A\
- ~I‘
-
R
. -t
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175
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znd

133

183
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accordingly, all cgpcricnce hath shown that mankind are more
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« 0210 . 211 212 213 214 215 216 217 218 219
dizposed to suffer, while evils arc sufferable, than to right

220 221 222 223 224 225 226 277 228
.. themselves Dy abolishing the forms to which they ere

229 230 231 232 233 234-235 236 237 238
- accustoried. But, when & lonz train of ebuses and u;urpatioﬁé, .

230 . 260 241 262 243 244 265 245 247 248
pursuing invariebly the sace Object, evinces a design to reduce

249‘ 250 251 252 253 254 . 255 256 257 258 259
ther: under absolute Despotism, i1t is their right, it 1is their

260 261 262 263 264 265 266 267 268 269 270
duty to throw off such Governzent, and to provide new Guards

271 272 273 274 % 275 276 277 278 219 280
for their future security.--Such has been the patient sufferance.

281 282 283 284 285 286 287 288 239 250
of these.ColoniCS; end such 1is now the necessity which

T 291 0 72927 253- .29& . 235 295 297 7298 259
constrains thez to alter their forzer Systems of Governzent.

-
S ’ -

©7'300 © 301 302303 304 . 305 306 307 308 : 309
The history of the present Xin3 c¢f OGreat'Britgin 1is

310 311 312 313, 314 315 316 T 317 318
" a history of recpeated injuries and ucurpazions, ell having

319 320 321 322 323 . 324 325 326 327
in direct objact the establishment ‘of an ebsclute Tyranny

- 328 323 '330 . 331 332 333 334 335 336 A337 ' 338
over these 3States. To prove thig, let Facts be submitted to

339 340 3610 T - oo e
e candid world:- *

3427343 344 345 345 347 348 349 350 351

He has refused his JAssent to Laws, the nost wholesome
352 353 354 355 35§ 357
end necessary for the public good.

358 355 340 361 3862 363 364 355 355
' He has ferbidden his Governors to »pacs Laws of
367 368 369 370 371 372 373 374

irmecdiate and pressing i-portance, unless suspended in their °

375 375 377 378 379 330 381 382° 383 384
operation till hic aAssent should -be obteined; and when so

385 386 387 388 389 390 391 392 393
suspended he hac utterly ncglected to attend to ther.
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DOCID ﬁﬁ&aﬁ’s'?gaﬂé 337 353 399 400 401 40% 403

Hc has refused t5 pacs other Lzws for the accornodation

40& 405 406 407 400 409 410 411 . 412
of larpe districtz of people, unless those people would

413 414 615 416 t17 - 418 419 420
relinquish the right of QRepresentation in the Legictature,

.-

421 422 423 424 425 426 427 428 429 430
a right inestimeble to thaz end forridable to Tyrants only.

431 432 433 434 435 &35 | 437 438
He hgs called together legislative bodice at places

439 440 G4l 442 443 4G4 445 446
unusual, unconfortable, and distant from the depository of

447 448  &49 450 451 452 453 &5L 455 L56

their Tublic Records, for the sole purvose of Zfeti

457 458 455 460 451
into compliance with his zeasures.

L6062 453 454 485 486 - - 467 . 433
"He _has dissolved Represcntative Louses repeatedly, for

459 470 &71. . 472 473 474 475 476 477 478479 450
opposing with manly ffr Hl, invasionz ¢n the rizhts of the people.
481 42z 483 48k 435 436 427 Les 480 4SO '
le hee refused for 2z long timc, after cuch dissolutions
491 492 493 &94 4S5 498 457 428 499 - ‘
to cause othars to be clected; wherﬁ-\ the Legislative
500 501° . 502 503 504 505 505 507 508
“owerse, incapable of Annihilation, heve returned to ¢ zople
509 510 511 Si2 513 514 515 515 517 518  51¢
et lerge for- their'exercise; the Stzte remazininz, irn the neantine,
520 521 522 523 524 525 . 525 527 528 529
exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without and
530 531
convulsions within. o T
532 533 534 538 "536 537 538 539 540

-*He bas endeavored, to prevent the populatiorn of these

541 . 5§2 543 544 545 546 547 548 849
. Ctates; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturzlization
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50 "ss1 552 553 s 555U 595 55 S5

of Foreirners; rcfusing to pass others tn enecurare their

- 559 560 591 s62  SA3 554 Ts65 565 567
rmirration hither, and ra2ising the conditions of nenf)ppropriat}ogs

568 '569 . oL - R " st . : ' '.._"_‘" L
of lands, - . T
576 571 572 573 S 575 5?5 577
Yle has obstructed the JAministration of Juctice,. by
578 579 580 5B1 582 523 534 585 586

refusing his .fssent to Jaws for establishing Jvliziary éowers.

" 587 588

589 590 591 592 593

He has rmade Judzes deprnient on kis

598

574 595 596

7311 alone, for

597 599 600 661 602 603 60h 605 606 607
the tfenure of their offices, ani the anmount and payment of
608 609 B , )
their saleries. ‘ e I Lo e LItma e
S 610 611 612 K13 614" 615 616 617 - 518
. He has erected a multitule of ;ew Offices, and
619 620 - 621622 ° 623  b2b 625 626 627 628
= sent hither susrms of Officers 1o harass our Feople, " and
629 630. 631 532 S
‘eat out their substance, T

633 63k 425 635 637 638 639 640 Shi -t

Fe has kept armonz us, in times of reace
s ] 3 )

o2 T 6u3 Skh BLS  G45 6UD 6LB Sh9
étanding frmies, 3idthout ° the .consent of our legislature,
650 €51 G, 6524, 653 654 655 , 656 657
" "He  has affected to _render - the IMilitary independent
6:8 659 660 661 652 563 654
of and superior to -the Civil Fower.
£65 666 547 668 869 670 671 672 673
He has combined with others 1o szubject us to
67 675 . &6 677 678 £79 650 681
a’ Jurisdiction foreirpn to our consiitution and unaclnowledgéd
£82 633 584  £B5  6R45  BB7  6RS 4RQ 490 691
by our laws; giving his assent to their acts of
692 693

pretended legislation.

hos 495 697 698 499 700 701 702

~stavtarine larce bodies of arncd troops among us,

694

Taea
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703 704 705 706 707 ‘708 709 710 741 712
For protecting them,” by & mock "Trizl, from Iunishment Cfor

23 7k 715 716 77 718 719 720 92 722 723

‘any Murders whlch they should comsiit on the Inhabltants of these
States. . . S T T L

725 ° 726 727 728 729 730 731 732 733 7 735
For cutting off our %rade ith 211 parts of the world,

736 737 78 739 7O 7 7h2 743
For imposing taxes on us without our Consent.
7k 745 746 U7 W 749 750 751 752 753
For depriving us, in many caszs, of the- benefitsrvgf.

954 755 . 956

© Trisl by Jury., - 0 T . ) S, et R
757 . 758 T 750 760 761 752 763 75k . 755
For' trznsvoriinm us beyond Seas %o be Lrigd ‘for_,

766 gy o T . R

pretended ~offences. - . e e
768 7% .77 771 772 773 77h 775 776 777 -

"For aholishing the free System of Tnglish laws in a

.78 - 779 S 980 per 7Rz TERT 784

nu;g%uorl*; Frevinee, estanlishing therein sn rbitrary government,

985 786 pep - 788 783 790 g1 732 703 79h ¢

and °nlar~1nﬁ 1ts Foundaries so as to reniler 1it at

795 796 797 _7.98- 799 800" sof ‘P02 803 BON .

once an exanmple and fit instrument Tor 1rtroduc1 g the sanme

805 P06 S07 £08  RCQ
absolute rule 3iIn these Colcnies.

810 " 811 212 213 Pk Tig1s 816 817
For .taking awey ocur Charters, abolishing our most
. . /'\\

818 f29° @20 - e2i - E22 - &23/" fon }825'826
Forms of our

valushle ILaws, and a’terlng _uﬁdanent¢l{d/ the
827. T _ u
Governnments., C =

828 R29 R0 €31 8R £33 ek

TFor suspending- our own Legislature , and declaring

835 836 837 83 839 L0 ALl 842 O43
theﬂuelves invested with Tower to 1lepislate for us in

gL fhs 8L
all cases whaﬁsoever.
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847 843  B49 850 851 €52 853 854 855
‘He  has  abdicated Government here, by declaring us out

856 857 858 859 860 861  B62 863

.of his protection, and waging War against us.

864 865 866 867 868 869 870 871 872
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt

[ S

873 874 875 876 877 878 879 880 881
our towns, and destroyed the lives . of our people.

g82 833 884 885 686 887 658 889 890
"He is at this +ime transporting large armies of

891 892 993 894 925 896 | 897 898
foreign mercenaries to compleat the “works of death,

899 900 901 902 903 904 905 906 907
desolatlon and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty

908509 910 911 912 913 914 . - 915 916
& perfidy] scarcely paralleled in the most Dbarborous ages,

-

917 .18 519 920 921 92 923 924 925
and tetally unworthy the head of a civilized nation. .

926 927 . 928 929 . 930 931 932 933
He has constrained our fellow citiz:ns taken Cazpfive ‘

.934 935 936 937 938 939 940 941 942 943 944

on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to

945 946 947 - 948 949 ~ Y50 951 952 953 954"
become ~the execuiioners of their friends and Brethren, or to

955 956 957 958 959
fall themselves by their Hands,

960 961 962 963 964 965 966 967 968
He has excited domestic insurrectisns amongst us, and has

969 970 971 972 973 974 975 976. 977 978
endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the

- 979 980 981 982 983 984 985 986 987 928
merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warefare is an

989 ~ 990 991 992 993 994 995 $96
undistinguished desiruction of all ages, sexes, and conditicns,.

997 998 . 999 1000 1001° 1002 1003 1004
In every stage of these Oppressions We have

1005 1006 Y007 1008 1009 1010 1011 1012 1013
Petitioned fcor Redress in the most humble +erms. Cur
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1014 1015 1016 1017 1018 1019 1020 1024 ‘
repeated TFetitions have %eoon answered only by repeated
1022 '
injury. -
1023 1024 1025 1026 1027 1028 1029 1030 idél r 1032

- A . Trince +whose ' character is thus marked by every act

1033 1034 1035 103% 1037 103R.1039 .10LO 1041 1042
which - may define. a Tyrant is unfit to be the

1043 1044 1045  {0u6 1047

"ruler of a free people.

1048 10k9 1050 1051 1052 1053 1054 1055 1055 |

Ror have Ye been . wanting in attentions t{o our i
1057 1058 1059 1060 1061 1052 - 1053 1064 1065 1066 :
. British brethren. We -have warnad them from time to time E
1067 1068. 1069 1070~ 16717 . 1072 1073 1074 E
. of rattempts - by their legislature to extend an - i
- 1075 .. 1096 1077 1078 1079 1080 , 1081 : 1082 £
. unwarrantsble Jjurisdiction ove us. e have remindad- them £
1083 1084 1085 1086 1087 10%% 1089. . 1090 =

of . the circumstances of our emigration and settlement f
10917 1092 1063 1094 1095 1096 . 1097 1098 1099 1100

znd magnanimity,

here. YWe Thave appealed to their native justice

1101 . 1102. 1103 1104 - 1105 1106 1167 1108 -1109. 1110 {111
and we have conjured them by the ties of our cormon

1112, . 1113 111k 1115 1116 1117 1113 1119
kindred to - disavow  these usurpetions, which would inevitably

1120. 112i A .1122 1123 1124 1125 | ii26 1127 1128
interrurt our connections and cerrespondence, They, teo, have been
1129 1130 1131 1132 1133 113% 1135 11356 1137,
deaf . to the wvoice  of justiee and of consanguinity,
1138 T 1139 11k0 1161 1162 1143 1144 1145
Wé-u__ rust, therefore, acquiesce in the neccessity which
1146 1147 1148 1149 1150 1151 1152 1153 1154 1155

denounces our Separation, andi hold them, 25 we hold ‘the

1156 1157 1158 1159  115C 1151 1152 1143 1164
rest of “mankind; E&nemies in V¥War; in Peace, TFriends.
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DOCIDYe. 6E6&TSTQ the Representatives of the  United :

4

{
"1

1172 1173 u7s 1175 1176 1177 1172
States of America, in General Congress  Assembled,

1179 1180° 1181 - 1182 1183 1184 1185 1186 1187
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for

1188 1189 1190 1191 1192 1193 119% 1195 1196 ¢
the rectitud our intentions, do, in the Name ’

1197 119§ (’{?:5} 1199 1200 1201 1202 1203 1204 1205

and by wthority of the good Feople of these
o * :

1206 -7 - 1207 1208 1209 1210 - 1211 1212 1213
v Cglonies, solernly publish and declare that these United
S g .

71214 1215 1216 1217 1218 1219 1220 1221 1222
Colonies are, and of RKight ought to be, Free
1223 1224 1225 1226 1227 1228 1229 1230 1231

and Independent States; that they are £bsolved from  2ll

1232 1233 1234 1235 -. 1236 1237 1238 1239 1240
Kllegiance’ to the British Crown, snd thet 2ll political

1241 1242 1243 12bh 12h5 1246 127 124R° 1249
connection betveen..them andi the State of Great Zritain

1250 1251 1252 1253 1254 1255 1256 1257 1258

:is, - and ought to be, totally dissolved; and -that,

- 1259 1260 1261 1262 71283 126% 1265 1266 1267
88 Free ‘and Independent’ States, they have full Power
1268 1269 1270 1271 1272+ 1273 1274 1275 -
to .levy “ar, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish
1276 - 1277 1278 1279 12R0 12R1 128z 1283 | 1284
. Commerce, and to do 21l other fets and Things
1285 1285 11287 12PR 1270 1290 1291
which Independent States may of right do.
1292 1293 1204 - 1208 1296 1297 1298 1299
And  for the surport of this Decleration, with
1300 1301 1302 1303 1304 1305 1306 1307 1308
a firm reliance on the FProtection of Divine Providence
1309 1310 © 1311 1312 1313 1314 1315 1316 1317
we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our

1318 1319 1320 1321 1322
- Fortunes, and our sacred tcnor.

cme0dCeuan
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“. ' " furnish herevith a translation of Faper Jo. 2, inlicating of
_what the treasure consists, based upon the use of the NDenlaration of

Independence as the key:

I . h a 1} d ~t e & .
115 73 24 ; 818, 3? 52 L»9 17 31 62 @22 7 15
i. n t h\—£ c u t y o &
140 47 29 107 79 8 56 238 10 26 822. 5 195

B e d /~f d 1 t r Jo u :v/
308 85 52 @136' 210" 3‘0 us 316 543 122 106 957 53
m i 1 e s f r om B" o T d s

58 2 42 7 35 }22 53 31 82 77 2?0 195 56 96 118 71

3 n a  n e XN ¢ a v a't i 0 o

140 287 - 28 353 37 @) 65 17 818 24 3 & 12 W7

r v, a u- 1 t s i =X B 4 e e  t

(o]
43 59 818 L5 316 101 41 78 15h 9oL . 122 138 190 16

~"" b e ,:1: c ¥ vt', h e s u r. f a ¢ e
’ 77 h9':?07 57 72 Bb‘ 73 85 35 371 55 195 81 92A 190

o B t h- e g r o
106 273 60 394 629 270 0 }i 21 19 1 5_

u

n
B8 287 63 3 5_190

f o i 1. 1 o w in g z r t i c 1 e 3
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my responsihility to Wr. Morriss, : v :

(‘“Iq-preparing his cipher (0.2 Beale used the.initial letter of each

numtered word referred to, except,-,
. tlora 822, fundamentally, he used the final letter, y.
Word 99%, sexes, he used the medial letiter, x, .,

ﬂbrﬂ 95, inalienable is spelled by Thomas Jef’erson with a Byt
so that Beale properly found a word in the Declaratlon

‘of Inﬁﬂpendence bng;nnln~ ith "u",

"In conclusion, it may not be inappropriste to say a few words

regarding ryself: In consequence of the time lozt in the above

. s * & . \
investigation I have been reduced from cozparative affluence to absolute

penury, entailing suffering upon those it was my cuty to protect; ard

this, too, in spite of their remonstrances., Ny eyes were at last opened

to their condition, a2nd I resolved to sever a2t once, and forever, all

»
* .

ffair, and retrieve, if possible, my errors. To

M

connection with the

do this, and a2s the bestmeans of placing iemptation beyond my reach, I

dgiermiﬁed to make'pﬁﬁlic'the vhole matter, and shift from my shoulders
"I anticipate for these panéfé a 1érge circulation, and,‘td avoid the
multitude of letters with which I should be assailed, from 211 sections
of the Union, propounding all sorts of questions aad requiring‘answers
vhich, if attenﬁeg to,'would‘absorb ny entire tire, and only change the
charactermbf.my work; I havﬁ”ﬁecided upron vithdrawing my ﬁéme from the.
publiéation, fter.assurznp all 1wv9rns£ ed that I ha&eigiven all that
I know of fﬁe matter, and that I cannot add ona word to theﬁstatements

[N

herein coqtazned
"The gentlenan vhon I have seler ed as iy azent to publish and
circulate these papers, was well Pnoun to Mr. Morriss; it was at his

house that [irs. Morriss died, and he would have teen one
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.of tpé b;pcfiéiarics,in the chSt of ry ;uccc%s;.Likc cvery one else, he - .
w;s ignc;ant of this episode in lir. Morriss' career until the manuseript
was placed in hi; hands.

- .
- e . - .

fTrusting that he will be benefitted by the arra;gement, which |
I-know would have ?et the approvél of ¥r, Morriss, I havekleft the whole
subjéct to his sole management and charge. All business communications
should be addressed éo him. It isneedless to say tﬁét I shall await with
much anxiety tﬁe developnent of the mystery."
| . (ind thus =ndeth what was contained irn the print-

ed pamphlet FrgFared by James B, f{ard, of

Campbell County; Virginia, practically all
copies of which pamphlet were destroyed by
. - . ' ... fire which broke out in thevplant of the

Virginian Job Print, Lynchburg, Va., before.

a plén of sale had been carried out.)
Now Geo. I. Hart will resume where he left off in his foreword to.
this'tybewritten zccount of the Beale Papers:

" Vhen my brother Claytoﬁ secured a copy of the prinéed pamphlet
containing Ward's story about the Beale ?apers, I think ;n the ;ummer of
1898, he askéd re to read same twe or three times and then sit down and
discuss the subject with him. This I did. We were at a 165; to know how

to bcgin any new or untried effort to unravel the mysteryl

‘That Ward, by accident as he sugzests, succeeded in Tinding a key
to cigher no. 2, outlining the aumber of pounds ofzold and silver, along
with jewels of a-value of 513,002, claimed to have been buried, created a

sus2icion that the story migéﬁ hézs_bgga_made up instead of founded on fact,

yith the idea of fipding 2 more ready sale of the parohlet. FReale's letter

to Nr. Morriss, accempanying the ciphers, did not state which of the three

ciphers described the plice of coacealment, but one would think that cipher
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Ma.1 would be tho starting p01nt and havn the mosi atiention,
‘ ¢nd why woulj Bnale EO tn the trouhle to preparc thres ciphere,

each based upon a dlfanrent docunment?

If the storv was not based upon fact’but soncthlnr ,rnpured with the

1dea of maklng noney from the =a1e of 1t vhy w;; 1t alloqnd o remain
in the prlntlng plant until an aCﬁldantal f‘J.re consumed pra,tﬂcallj all
coples of 1t7 : o

I sugrested that my brothar Claz§§n nake a trip to I"nchﬁurg and
secure any 1nformat10n wlthln reacb visiting sard if he Pould locate him.
He made saz:zgj't*lns and 1ﬂcu1re4 all round the town, @ggg:;ng_gonv1nced

N

that it vas more th=n probahly §b= s»orx was *ounded upon Jact

———
om———

Therrupon Clayton redoubled hlS e?forts io 11nd a key, or keys, to

Clphers "o 1 and o,3. He workea evcry nugqt for upiiards of two Yyears

v1tnout maklng anv headway, but llbn\Jara, was unwilling to lay the

subgect 251d~.

Hav1ng studled hypnotism and masmerlsn, sshich bad become somexpat .

of a fad in Roanohv a out vhat tlra, as a result of several dsmonsira

on the stagn of ‘the écaae"v of }us1c Clayton began “to try out his powefs

on ‘numerous’ prom1s ng subgnc s. Fin ing one excnptlonallv gocd subject,

" in the persoﬁ of an elghteen-year.old lad in the-neiéhborhood.of our

-
.

old home, Faznolla, an ‘he extrene northérn line of th= City of 7canobe,
Va., ha; aftar a tlne, trled th ‘out as a crystal readar or clarvoyant,
Ta Clnyton's astonisk Pnt the Hoy while in a stezte of trance, re-
lated a wondnr‘ul otorj,'one nhlcb flttnd in so well with what he had
learned about the treasure that hc determlncd to unravel ihe mystery,

if possible, fhrough that neans. So he invited mc to witnsss a seance

and tell hin vhat I thourht of what I would see and hear, CARL W, NELQC,\,
| ) . 2606 N. BRANDYW VINE ST.
R ) ' o ARLINGTON ., VA.
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DOCID The6B6Pi/ @ s a quiet, unassuming, diffident boy, In

his ndtmal state he Secn.d guite effeminate, and never indulged -

TN s

in the use f profane lapguage, Under the.SPell, howcver,‘he

scemed transformed into a vigoreus, determined man of the world, A

confident of himself, sﬁeariﬁg blandly, and feady to méct all :'v‘ 2
- cOmerSe The following is aﬁ account of that incident, ;ritten

byezome ten yea}s thereafter at the.request of my brother; ‘ g

Clayton. I had no notes made at the time, so this account came

purely from memory-~and may bé more or less inaccurate, However,

Ealaies oy aots T R e R
e e PR PR

the foliowing depicts the occurrence as I remembered it, with
Clayton acting as interrogator, I being merely % quiet listener
and obsexver,

. .+ . A CRYSTAL READING. S

"Jewels, By Gosh! Diamonds! Rubies! Pearls! Emeralds’

T

Whew! Aint't the ¢ld man rich?"

These and other similar exclamations came from the libs of

medium as he gazed into the crysfél ball, .Obiivious of his éurround-
ings, appaiently in a trance, eyés bulging, features tense, a death-
like grip on what was opaque te the by;téndér, but which, wheﬁ re-
vblved in the hands of ﬁhe ﬁedium, like ;he~earth on its axis,
seehed.an‘inspiration, the clarvoyant quickly turﬁéd back ihe.ﬁages
of time to a century before, and claimed to reaa events then taking
place.. I stepped into the dimly lighted room, on the second

floor of our old home, Magnolia, Just after the medium had entered -

the state of trance, and while my brother, Clayton, was commanding:
"Time is moving backward quite ‘fast, and will continue so
moving until you reach Novezber 1819, Go to Bufsrd's Tavern, in

a village of that name just to the east of the Blue Ridge Mountains,

and watch for the coming of several prairie schooners, Tell me
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as, oon as they come in 51ght, and relate cverythlng that those

in chargc do. Now, tell me evcry;hlng thcy have with them, and

everythlng they do. Keep close watch en them, and don t let thcm

R A A Coee YT . .-

get out of your 51ght‘" .

\,.‘

Within about thzrty seconds the mediun stralghtened Up, and

trembllng as if from excztement, began to talk-

"“ﬂere they come! They're just passing through the gap.iﬁ the

mountain,

-

“Hatch "them carefully., Don‘t let them get out of your ulght'

» L

How many wagons or pralrle schooners do you see?

[ : ... e .. .
S -

"I See five covered wagons.

P .-

"Are there any men riding horses, or éuies; accompanying the

P - PR . - a - e
., o P A S . - .
[ « -+ e w3 ce - DI Y . . @ e ettt

wagons?
"Yes- flve men on’ horses.

- RPN Tl s - . . I -

"How nany men are there altogether?

"Let me see? Las 1f counblng on hls flngers) There s ten;

five men dr1v1ng the uagons and flve men on horsebac

- -.' - . o~

"Where are they rldlng in reference to the wagons? I mean,

are they in front of the wagons, by the s;de of the wagons, or in
the rear of the wagans? o

"A Big, fine looking fellow ie.riding alone in front, two

men are riding abreast just in his rear, followed by the five

. - . - . r

men driving'tﬁe waéoﬁs, and two men are riding abreast at the

rear of the wagons,

"Have the men any guns or pistols?

"Suref Each man rldlng horseback has 2 rlflc slung across

-~ -

the front of his saddle, w1th two plstols in leather containers

slung from his bclt, ‘one to his rlght hand, the oth*r to his left

B . . e v ~

hand. ) : . )
B - e - /-
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« ) p “hach driver has a rifle and a COUplc cf pistols on thc soat

beside him, Oh{ They're fixed for gane, and 1 rtcPon, for Indians,

-toot ) .
“Watch them carefully and tell me 1f they stop anywhere? -
There was silence for a minute or two, nhen Clayton stepped

- . . . -

up the tlme w1th 3 command.
bThey‘ve'done stopped:
"Where?‘
"At 3 place that hes a board up over the deor and on 1t marked
“Tavern“. And on a8 llttle bu1ld1ng :L*:Lgh'L by the slde of 1t, I see
another board whlch says “Buford Post Offlce . And'I.see,a few

c -

other houses scattered about. . c N
“Watch them carefully, now, and.tell me everythlho they do.
"The blg fellow, *he one who was rldlng in front, and I
guess he is the boss of the outfit, has done g3t off hls borse,
handed Lhc relns to ansther fe ’low, end.ne“e into the tavern.
“Watch then closely and tell me all that is done..
“The boss 1s’talk1ng to sbme man- 1nsrde the tavern. I guessn
he's askrng can he take care of hlS men and horses. Anyhow the
'tavern-keeper smlles and bows his head, pushlng forward a nuch-

worn book. The boss man 1s wrltlng in 1t.

"What are they dolng now?

-

"They are drlvlng around to the stable. The bsss man has
taken hlS saddlebags off his horse, turned~the.bridle reins oyer
to an old gray?halred negrn, and has dons gone into the tavern.

"Don't let him get sut of your sight! Watch him closely,
and tell me all that he does! -

"The boss man is dene gone upstalrs, It;s nzarly darke A

negro slave is showing him te a room, But the big fellew wouldn't
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as if he thinks it's mighty unusual dnings frr a gentleman.. I

¢
'

. guesglin those days negro slaves were expected:to do everythling
.for the guest except spit. |
"Yell, néver mind about yourswisé cracks, ,Keép a close
watch on the big fellpw! Denft let hiﬁ get out of your sightd
Vhat is'ge doing? -~ =~ i; 5
"He's done raised the window and is motioning tn one of
“his pals, wﬁo is out in the yard, to ccme up to his rooms That
fellow is now-going up the steps, and is entering tﬂe room., The
T buss.man is talking, motioning to his saddle bags, and is ﬁow
going gack.dowg ihé_st?ps, vhile the other mén'stays in thes ronm.
He's done gone in and sat.down at the supper’ table. - -
“Time 1§ pessing a little faster now. -Tell me what the
- boss man, a5 you term him, is doing. i R
"He's done'éoﬁe back upstairs to his room, He's motioning. -
the other felléﬁ tr go ouvt of the éocm; I guess he's teiiing him
to go d;wnstairs and get his grub.
. “Wét&ﬁithe bpss‘panicarefully; now; and tell me everything --
he does.' Time is passing more slowly, remember] - "
The boss man is pulling down the shadéé. liys Those shades
" are on strings; tbey don't rell down like shades do ndwadéys) on
springs, He's locking the door; and,‘by gosh! den't ysu know,
he's stuffing some paper into the keyhole, No wonder, for the
kethle i's almost as big as three fingers of.a man's hand. The
" keylﬁust be h%ghty big. Yes, it is, for I see it there vn the
table, . | | Lo L - 5 . . .
"Well, go aleng ‘and tell me what that man is doing.
"Now he's putting his old big pistol en the table, right

by the side of the éandle. He's laying his saddlebags across the

| S anmnd 2o cmrdtannmnina Rath eldae T wandoar 1f ha 3ie huntinn
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" 1t a bottle of rum? Com LT e T T

"Never mind ‘abcut any bettles Watch that man clesely, and

-"tell me everything he does? o ST

"My God! The old man is opening &E'a regular diamond '’
mine! They glitter so they hurt my eyes,. I diden't know there
was so many fine jewels in all ‘the world, It beats any jevieler's
show ;aSe I ever sav. |

"Tell me about what hé has, What do you see?

"Jewels, By Gosh! Diamonds Rubies! Pearls! Emeralds!
Whew! Ain' t that blg fellow some pumpklns? ) S
. And the subgect shaded his eyes with hls hands, as though
the brilliance of the precious stones was dazzling him; and, 211
the while bé.was turning his head te right and to left, as if
either to see more or to shake away the sight.hé was behelding.

"Keeb close watch on the big fellow and teil me everything
he'doegh, Ciayton admcnishéd.

"Now, he's wrapping up the jewels in scmething that looks
like fine skins, and putting them back into his saddlebags., He’;l
putting the saddlebags under the pillew, batween featherbed and
pillow;, and has t@;owﬁ the bolster off onto a chair, He's‘
undressing, but he ain't taking off all of his clothes. Now he's
reading‘the bible, which was lying on the Eable.

"Time is'passing more quickly now, Tell.me what the boss
man, 3s you call him, does befors he snuffs the candle?

He's doge?replaced the bible on.the table, He's snuffing
out the candle. The rnom is now dark.

"Go out to the stable and tell me what is being done by

his companions out there?" Claytsn suggested,

"The horses are in stalls, munching hay. The five prairie
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Céw stéble. There's e men sitting in cech wegon, the men being, in cach

case, in the front of one wagon ang in the reer of the odjoining wagon.

Zach pen has two pistols in his belt, with a rifle ot his cide. MNow, that's

cdarn funny; why don't they go in ;hé tavern end go to.ped? . o .
. "If you'll keep your shirt on reybe we will find out. Where

arc the other four men? .

"Oh! they've done gone to bed in the tavern.

"Lopg'through theraisie schooners carcfully end tcl} e
what you fing?

-:Wﬂat go you expect re to £ingd? Yég_ain't got nothing to
.ao vith them damned, all-fired wagons!

"Neyéé miﬁd gbout that. ;Xou doni? have to look after the

welfare of those men; they're well able to protect themselves. You just

go shead and look in eech wegon, one after the other, and tell me what

you fing. — . e .

"15 thke first one tﬁere is some hay. corn ghd,st;aw, anc---
Thereupon the mediun slowed down, aud, with mguth open wile
Qut.;qngqe stilled, turnec his head one way and then another, whilc his
. eyes, opcned wider than usual, were glued to the crystal.

“"Tell me*what you see?" con=anded Clayton.

"Two iron pots! They are covered with 2 blanket, and are

-

buriecd under strav. .

Mhat do you see in the pots?

MGreat Gog!  Just look at the gold! And silver, too!
Geeminy crcck§é~corn, 1 don'é wonaer they Lave so many shooting
irons ready for instan& use.

"Look in the next wagon and tell me what you see therec.

"Oh! there's just some skins of wild animals, some jerked




I)()C;g}? g%%%@EZ'ZQQtwo and ‘sorie hay and straw.

v fre

"Look nore carcfully. Are yon surc there is nothing else

- in that wagon? " o

. "lell, I shoulc s-a-y not! {There's twc wore pot ts in that
. . L .
A 14

. e
”

gol-darned wagon.
"¥Tell me whet isnin.tﬁcu. R ST T
QSi}vcrl Good Lord, I ¢idn't know there was so much eilver in
one place anywhcfé in the world. Thay ere filled with silver. &Lnd the
fellow wafching that prairie schooner hes just kicked then, I guess to make

sure they'rz still there.

"Isn't there &ny gold in cither of those pots?

" "No. Ged damn it to hell, do yod think they‘d rix gold end

‘silver.  And I juct want to warn you, that boss man ain't éoing to let

anybody come ncar. So you keep eaway.

"Never. nind about that. 1 just want you to tell me everything

you find in thos: wagons. Now, go on to the third prairie schooner and
look thet over caréfully;' o

"Uell 1 see some more corn’ énd hay--and, 1 believe, there are
sone oets. Yes, that's right. And there are some anirel skins. .I guess
thet fellow hesn't got‘a blanket. And he was nodglnu; too: and his pal in

the next wagon told him to wake up and kecp his eyes wide open.

"Isn't there anything else in that wazon?

t—

"1 don't see anytﬁing o
* "Look rore carcfully, from one end of the wagon to the other.
"“%é}}! ycll!‘if thgt don't beat the olc scratch! Sure! there's
another olZd ir;n pdt ép that wagon, but it wac so well covered up thet 1
thought there was just coon skip coate.

"tihat is in that pot?
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DDC:ED * ﬁ.y §o dnes alive! Ain't there no end to this thing? Why

it contains siiver, nothinz but silver. 1 wonder vhat they're going to
-do with all this gold .end Pilvcr? _ . »

“Go on to the fourth prairie- schooner and tcll ne what you £ind
L,
. . . !

in 1t? '
M'That pld fellow is fest aslecp, leaning against the top. He '
better weke up before the boss man in the tavern catches ué with hip,
féf 1'11 be he'd skin hin alive.

3Never nind, for Ehc roment, the boss man in the tavern. Do you
find anything unusual in thét wagzon? i - .

hﬂo. " Just some hey, and co%ﬁ, and straw, and skins. Also sonme
caﬁping uteneils.' und 1 belleve, there 'a tent or two in there.

”‘11 rlght. Now go on to the last wagon. Uhat if .f_myt:h:l.rr7
of inﬁcrést, Go you find ﬁhere?

"Just the szme kinds of things. More corn and hey and oats.

-

And 1 seé éome Inlisn trinkets, some Indian bows and arrows. That's all.

"A11 right.” Let everything be natural with you for a time. You
Are at ease. 1 think you need & rest.- We will have come eats ?efore“we
resuné oﬁr'travcl aloqg the old trailt"

Thercupon, Clayton and 1, and the §ubject, repaireq to the other
end of the room:, and ate what Clayton had pregareé for our use before begin-
ning the seance. The boy being at eass, re s;ée kis usual demeanor,
rather derldent and retiring, with llttle to say cven when asked a
question. “Uhen interrogated about whet had transpifcd dﬁring the secance,
" he cecoed ﬁo.;qggll nothinsg.

The repeast Yeing dicposed df; Cleyton ezain hypnotized the

subject, handed to hiz the crystal ball, and the ceance was resuned.
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. ¥ Now; time is pascing very fast until you get back to

MNoveoher 1619, and toack Buford's chcrn, fourteen m;lcs cast of here,

to the cast o£ the Blue Pidpe Hountaxnu. Tell me what you f£ind being done

. ot eT e : "~

about Bufora" Tavern’ ) : - T T g

After e few coments hesitation, the subject said: *

L N -
- . - .

"Ihy, there is the boss man, th there on a horse. And, you
Bbﬁ,‘hc has fhe:'saddlehags.étraéééd securcly onto the reer of his saddle.

' Onc of his pals ic leaving the first wagon and coming up to him. Be's -
getting on a horse, too.
"Well, watch ther carefully and tell me whera they go and

' what théy do. .’ .

~ YThere they gzo, out to the ri-ht, over towards the mountezin,

. = —— L
R .o, - .. B " .- “ s

but to the south. ' ) - : -«

ooy,
—— 3

“How many men are in this party? ‘ S S
'"Only two; the boss man, 23 he secems to e to b&,"zZnd one of

" his pals.

- .. . - - — ] -

"Jell, watch then carafully, now, ard tell me where they go and

what they do?

.

“They're riding along on an old rutty rca? nore like e trail

than & real road, ‘Noé_fhéy'rc leabinﬁ the road énd'following & peth up

into the edge of the =ountain.

ER) . -

-

Mlatch th.“, and tell re everything thcy‘db.

Mdell, ain't 1 doing it? They've zotten off their horses.

They're going into & cave. They've candles with them. They've lighted

their candles and ere cxanin{ng the cave. They've found somc potatoes *

end other vegetables, and the men shake their heads, as if surpriced and

disappointed, .They're snuffing their candles at the edze of the cave.

They're getting on their horsces again and are starting back towzrd the

tavern.




DOCID 6'5@7?5'?19% nicday. The sun iz right ovarheed. The boss nan is

.;\

'fookgng up at {t. -

"Jell, tell me what they do next, especially when they get back

“‘.td the tavern. Tize

is hurrying eleng. =~ ¢

“They 're back et the tevern. The ncg o slave has takcn the boss

can's hérse, elco the other men's horse. The bosc man end his pal have

zone into the tavern, and up to the boss man's room. The boss man iz

shaking hic head. T T

‘ - "Wery well, tinme is fast passing along. Tell re when their nezt

-

move is made. ) ‘ ' . . ..

-.M"Roosterc are crowing. I sce the first streaks of dawn resting

on the Peaks of Otter. The bo s pan is llgh ing hic candle. BHe's now

slipping on his trousers, and putting on his boots. He's putting his bdelt

around his waict, end acdjusting his pistols. New he'z zredbing up his

[r%Y

saddlebag end is geing down the stebs of the tavern.
~"Watqh hin cerefully. Tell se ell that he.docf?F:

"RBless my snul, do you know, that negro slave wes out currying
] ’ . - . (=1

and sa idli ‘and bridling the boss man's horse. There he is, leading the

1 ° - . : - ) T . B . )
horse around to the front of the tavern. The boss man is edjusting his

saddleba g S, and the ne4ro slave is having trouble to bold the horse, who

.

seecs to be pranc1nﬁ to be off. Now the boss man is astride his horse, and

is starting off nortﬁ to tbc left of the Peaks of Ctter..

"Uatch hx: »ar°’u’1y end tell ce sll thet he does.

“Thcre he goes, thc horse in e fox irot, along the trail which

borders Goosec Creck and leadinp _to a reop in the Blue Nidee not fer frozm the

——

" Twin Deaks. It'is on the tridil which'runs from Gedford County across the
e SR

mountain to Dotetourt County. There's occzcionally & houce, with a little

clearced lznd arsund it, Sut

gy T e DT
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for:the tost part the h3ils are covered with forcst trees. llow

the boss man is leaving the trail, is riding off into ihe woods,

T P A e

but is shaking his heaa,.as if he doesn't like what he secs;

and goes back to the trzil again.

"Keep close watch on the %toss man, as you term him. Tell

me ‘all that he does.
"He's again leaving the trail, cro#sing a little granph,

‘and going through the woods, .up a litile hill."Vell, isn't that

a strange place--a small-hill, with a cup-like formation or indentation
Cin it, ail covered wﬁtﬁ giant trees. Tbg boss man is |

lobking around carefully. Ee‘s_hitchéd his hoése.t; the 1lirb of

a tree, and riow 1s axanining the piape,_as if he's hunting.fér
somethiﬁg;‘ ﬁe‘must like what he has found, for he is sﬁiling.

He's knocking the bark off 2 spot on a big oak tree with the éutt : %

of one oi‘. hi_s pistols, and noﬁ 'r-.gfs cutting thé spot more _:d:_ja;ply.

with his huntiné knifé. He‘s_on is ﬂbree again, a5d ié'retﬁrning

X

-toward the_tavern.

.. "ateh him bafefully, and tell me anyihing unusual that he.may do.
Time is passing faster, and tell me when the boss man reaches the tavern.

"He's done got back to the tavern, The nezro slave's out ready to

serve the boss man, The boss man throws him the bridle rein, grabs his

saddlebags, and walks into the dining room. Yes, and he's laid his

saddlehags'carefully under his chair and set his foot on the leather
‘corinecting the two bags, He ain't taking no chances with losing them

jewels, and I don't blame hinm. : ‘ ..

"lell, time is passing a little faster. 3Skip over the more

unimpertant details, and tell. me what is done by the.boss man and

his associates,
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.. Tage 65.
. ? . . . - - - . - ‘- . - .
"Itls the next mor~ning, The wagon train in starling off just

like it arrived at the tavern, ‘except that thé rifles are in the wagens

and the horseﬁén énly héye:tﬂéif 7istols in their belts;'They’re waving,
) - .

apparently a good bye, to the tavern keeper, t '

"Yhich way are they going?

."The same way the hoss man went cn his trip horseback the morning

. . . - . - - ? - :
before, He's tazlking to the two men in front, and pointing to the

Peaks of Oftef.. . . ST e E L IR
"Tine'is speeding aiéng}.Téll me whers ﬁﬁcy g0,
."They ére'fcilowing'the same route the boss maﬁ went yesterday -
morﬁing;‘There; they're ﬁa%iﬁé'é li;tle'tfﬁhﬁle'fordiné the branch, Mow

they're going aleng the creek, and have stopped where the boss man went

up -the little hill, | I don‘t believe tﬁe teams can get up the hill. Yo,

(")

they can't, The boss man's pointing and talking. They're carrying the
. : . S

pots up the hili. Hy! but ﬂhoseboté rust be neavy. Yow they're carrying

o

picks and shovels up the hill, -
"Where are they placing the pots? SRR e
"Close by the Toot of the giant ozk that’ the boss man chipped bark

off of when he was there before. How they're digging, taking lurns at

L}

© the job. R A
"Time is passiné faster, Tell.me what' is finally doné with the pots.
"You're nighty-impatient!' Yhy dén‘é.yog let me take my tims to see
ang:teli you abecut the whole jobh? e T N - e '
"We don't care about all the details. Ye just want to know what was
finally done';ith the-poté:
"Well, they've dug a hole ahout as deep a3 a man is tall, It's about

the size of a‘mrave, ercept it's wider and rcunder. They've hunted up

a lot of flat stohes and paved the bottom

go—
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the péis with more stornes, They're filling the hole with the

_earth taken from it, carefully smoothing over the top, and spread~
§ing leaves over the fresh earth, ~':
"Tell me everything they do.

"All of the men have gone back to the wagons, except the

boss mén. He';_cutting a larger place in the side of @he tree,

a2 marker I reckon. Well; what a fool! The boss man pulled some-
‘thing like flour out of his pgcket and threw it on the freshly cut
piace. NHow the boss man is making some‘markﬁ OnL a paper, lbbks
like a sort of diagram, He's done and is joining the other fellows,
who had moved down the trail. Now tﬂéy‘re on. their way.back down

the cree_k, thé way they came, : _ i

L

"Time is passingmfastef.. Tell me when they stop anywhere: ) P
"They've reacﬂeﬁ the tavern, -and the boss man is talk}qg;
to the tavern keeper, He seems o Ee we{;czed. The horseg are
being ungitched. )
HFTime ig passing faster now, Téli me vhat they do when
they make their next move.
“Well, it is ﬁext morning, after breakfast. Seven of

the men, with the %ive"Wagons and twe ¢f the saddle horses, are

starting off east, alsang the well traveled road. The boss man

-
3

and two of his pals, are remaining.

ﬁTimé is passing faster now. Watch the three meg
.and tell me kfntbey go anywhe;e near the buried treasure, or when
they take their depértu;e in any direction,

“The boss man and his two pals seem to be sticking

around the neighborhood, riding arcund during the day, and oc-

casionally entering into conversation with the villagers éfter
SUDDETI. V
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E)g)g%qaggé'i§§§§§§in;?§%ongg Jump over evérything until the boss
- ¥ 3 ‘ B4 . .

man, ‘as you teram him, or cnz of his asseclaizs, makes o move to

leaves the tavern.

——

"Itis now the end of about three weeks, The boss man is

bidding the tavern keeper good bye. They are on their horses

and are heading east,” - . A O
"Well, that is enough for the present, You may be at rest. }:-:i(’
: 2P 4
. ¥ 7. .
We may resume our travels some time later.” @l'ﬁif
‘ O Y«
Thereupon the subject seemed let down. He resumed his z égﬂgq
) - . &m0
former normal demeanor, diffident and uninterested in anything L o L
' ’ : P
about him, He was thanked for his visit, and left Magnolia, . 7

going in the direction of his home.

-

My brother, Clayton, and I discussed the seance, not

believing anything that had transpired, and, still, wondering

if there cculd be the possibility of/éome truth in what the

»subject haa blurted fofth.
Now, in conclusion:

- Not being present at a later seance, when Claytsn
attémpted to get f#om the subject what had happéned-to Beale
and his 29 associates; I can only state, in a few words, what
Clayton told me about it: That, wheq gazing into the same crystal
ball, he.asked the subject to follow the party of 10 west, after
their second trip to the States, and have them join the 20 left

behind to continue searching for gold.and silver, and keep with

"the entire party until, either they returned %o their homes, er
were no more, the subject, in a most realistic but shocked manner,

detailed their being set upon by Indians, as they were prepa}ing

to leave their operations, when 2ll were killed and scalped.

And thus endeth a weird and almost unbelievable story,
---000--~ .




