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Jll~i1'ui\lC ·U.. Atm A~:ALYTICAL S'ftiDII!;S in relation to ·ril~ Bl:!;1U.E CYPHJ~HS 

'l'hi!!: propn'olicntion sturly io the property o£ Carl W. Nolso~6 Jr.,· 26o6 North 
rlr:mrl:';·winc :itrect, Arlineton, Virginia 22207 • It iD released to members or the 
.r.;.;~~( r\!nle Cypher Study Col!'ur.ittee) o£ rocord on 7 :March 1970 for use as background 
in oC~C member stuciy and analysis of The .i3eale Cyphers • 

. · ... 

ifi:":toric:u stuciies on the Subject have been centered on the period December 1616 
thre>tl•~h December ltl32 l..rhich is outlined in Attachment I ''ith emphasia on the follcnrir.g 
SOUTCC!"'' 

l 

"iftne Beale ?Rper~" b,r Geor~e L. Hart, ~r., Roanoke (Va) Public Librar.y, 1964. 
67 p~ron~, ,',lfl.85. "(.i're:"entinP, rlet:;~iln 0£ a.n nJ.le~cd burial Of. eolti, Rilver, and jewels 
11f'.-.r Goo..,t'! Creok, P.oCI!ord C"..onnty, Vj reinia by Thomn~ Jefferoon Deue and ar::;ociates in 
l.!ove111bcr 1619 nnd Decf)mber 1821 • • an att.ernpt to bring up-to-date .al.l that. is known and 
sumi~eri no(lut t.he Rubject)". · 

''GenP.:Uor:y of thP. Deale Family", by Frances .Baal Honr.e~6 :-lichita Falls~ Texas. 
rubli~hod in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 19$6. A copy is in· the Virginia Collection, Coller,e 
of 'William nnci l~nry, \O:Ulirun:;burg, Vir~inia. 

"'.i.'he LynchburB (Va) PreDs11
1 December 1816 t.hrough April 1822. Interlibrary 

loan of microfilm by Virginia State Librriry, Hichmor..d, Virginia. 
"l iisccllaneous Correspondence or tho Department or State", microfilm in the 

NAtionAl Archive~, ~-lashington, D. r.. A research ca.rd is required. 
"The iiinr.ouri Gazette", St. Louis, l"iS!';Ottri TerritoT:y1 April 1817 through May 

1822. .&'hot.ostat, Nerr York Public Library. 
"The Jrunes lladison 1-~ap of Vireinia", corrected to 1818. Librnry of Congress, 

Geor,rRflhY nnd Hap Division(sec address below). 
"'.L·ue GilNer-CBll'lpbell Nap o£ Virginia", 1864, shorrinc Bedford County Virginia, 

Scnle 1:80,000. Library o£ Congress, Geography and &-lap Division, 845 South Pickett St.., 
AlexA~lria, Virginia(near Exit 3, 1wute 495 or Duke Street, Va. 236 ~xit on rioute 195). 
This rnap is a reference to land ol·mers along Goose Creek as of 1864. 

".i.opez, i'in.p of i·lew l:.exico", 1795, Library of Congress, Geography and }1ap Div. 
"i·iili tary i1ap of the Soutm.,e:;t" 1 1846-18471 a survey c'tq Kearny et al, Libraey 

of Conr~ress, Geo€;raphy and z.:ap Division. 
"iJ • .s. Geological Survey of 1887-6511 , VirfP.nia Bedford Sheet, Edition of 1891, 

F.eprint of 1945. Geological Survey, l·tap Distribution, 1200 s. Eads Street, Arlington, 
Va. (orr ilonta 1 jm11t So11th of the Pentagon). 

"t!. s. Geological Survey, Roanoke "uanrangl.e Survey or 1928-29, and Peaks ot 
Otter ~l~:trir<!ngle Survey or 195011

1 1:62,$00. See address above. 

A biblior,ra~hy of sources and potential sources on the Subje.ct has been assembled 
in J.ttachlnont II. Those items marked with an asterisk have been scanned for Beale Party 
relaterl material. The process includes an inrlex check(i!' available) and a reading of 
those portions which are time and place related to alleged Beale Party activity. 

CARL W. NELSON,JR. 
2606 N. BRANDYWINE ST. 
ARi IN(.,T()N 7 V6 
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Annlyti~:\1. ~tucly of t.he .&~Ale Cypher:; has been devoted to testine likely nourcef; 
of kc)·::; for the !lonlc Cyphers. l'iost of the source:. te~rtcd nnd discu·:sed el:::owherc "'ere 
identified thro\l~h LynchburB (Va) ?ress advertiser.t.onts by local stores. Sorne study has 
ooen dr.voted to re-numberinG of the Cypher No. 2 l~cy for ur;e in tcf:its agaim;t Cypher iios. 
1 nnd J. ,u tho11{;h not discu::;sed hare, 30r:lf! wor:C reported to the firr.t mcetine of the 
BCSC hns been devoted to block sequences of cyphcr values arrRnged in a matrix centered 
on repnnted values. 

St11('ly objectives are: To estnbli~h the identity of Thomas Jefferson Bc;;J.e of 
Virr.-iniA; to estnbli~h the irlcmtity of Robnrt anri Sarah :·lorrins of Lynchburg, Virr.inia; 
to identify mAmbers, associnter. nnrl activities of the Deale Party; to collect anri test 
key mnt.nriol for Eeale ~rph~r N11rnbers l and. 3; and, to summarize findings and outline 
future historicAl. and analytical sturly on the subject. 

IiEl,TITY OF THO}~!LS J~FFE~i.SON Bl~ALE 
G.::;l\I·:AJ...utliCAL BACKG1tOtr.ID ON A THOHAS J. BZALE 

'i'he followina information has been developect from the 11GenealoBY or tho Deale 
FRmjly, 1399 - 1956'1, by ii'r11ncos Beal Hodges. Thi::; publication was limited to thrcc
hun·:irnrl CO"t"'ic:-:, one of which is in the Colle~e of \-Iillia.-n and L·~ary Library, WUli~..msburg, 
Vircinia 2318.5. 'l'he Beale Family is traced in Vireinia to York County, Eas·t of Yorkto"rn, 
where cxtenRive land patents were obtained in 1649. The family moved North-,rent, principally 
to Ricrunonrl and Stafford counties as early as 1787. The birthdates of Thomas• father~ 
one brother only are listed. All other dates are my estimates in terms of his mother's 
death in the year 1800: · -

Father: Richard B. Beale; born 1760, died 183S, in Richmond County, Virginia.. 
l·:othcr: Margaret Bronough; died 1800. 
Brother: Richard Taverner Beale; born 1789, died 1833. 
ilrother: Edl>ia.rd Deale; born circa 1790. 
5ubject: Thomas J. Beale; born circa. 1792, location not stated. One short 

note iA anded: "Thomas BeaJ.e went to Hissouri" 1 
Sister: Susan \i. Beal.e; born circa 1794. 
Brother: James P.eale; born circa 1796. 
nrother: '-lilliam BeaJ.e; born circa 1798. 
Brother: Henry Beale; born circa 1800. 

N:v correopondence with Frances Beal Hodges reveals that the infonna.tion on Thnmas 
J. ,i-V.>Rle 1a travel to Hi::;souri c:une froM his nie~e, Mrs. Julia Beale Henaker(d. 1937) or 
1£'xinr.ton, Kr-nt,udcy. It is ~t known for certain thst the J. stood :ror Jefferson. Other 
th:m i·;rr;. a.enakcr's knowledge that her uncle Thomas J. BAnl.e went to ~assouri; there is 
no proof that her uncle and Thor11as Jefferson l?cale, alleeed author of the Bcnle Cyphers 
are one nnci_ the same. That they are one and the samo ia a reasonable assumption which 
15UV,J;ests that the family names listed may be useful in testing .Beale Cypher No. 3. 

A nu1:1ber of authors make reference to a Thon1as J. Beal(also read Thomas B. Deal 
and/or Benll). 'l'he source for eJ.l of these is an article by 11 Thomas J. Heall'' titled 
11 n,lcollccticms of iiillia.."n Craig" which was printed in t.he l.e\rioton(Idaho) Tribune on 
.Hnrch 3, 1918. In res;:>onr.e to my enquiry, Phyllis Budweg, Librarian of the 'tribune, 
rescnrched their files on this matter. Her detailed su1·nmary shows that a 11·'l'homas :teal, 
rioneer" died on October 2l1 192l and was buried in tho Lewiston Cemetary. This Thomas J. 
Baal was born in 'Wt4Shington1 D. C., December 281 18)2. His father was Col. Benjamin Seal, 

C/\RL Vv. NU.${)(~, JK. 
2606 N. G:MNDYWiN.; ST. 
t.OIIt..II'"'T'"'' 
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l'nt t"d ·~t.:ltr.n Anny. ll:tn tnoth"r Wl'\r. i•:lt7.:ll.Y- t.h T.,:ylor or. Vi rr,inin. Col. flr:nl oncfl 
r.f'rvNi Ml r.C':•nn:'lnrl:mt, J.i'ort i,m.rl'n\-torth(f..:ln-:,r;) :tr.•l l.J.i:'l a ~·!crt :?oint r,r:l.(Juate nn were two 
of h:ln broth•~rfl. As uill. hn nmortncl ol:-:m1h11re, a J~t.. Bcnll wnn cxncuted circ:J. JamJrtr"J 
lUlll 'Hld.lc hc~lcl pl1 iDonor j_n Vera Cruz, ;.:e,:ico. If thifl mnn wnn ono of Col .OOn.jnmin PJ'..::'\1's 
brot.ber.r., the oUll'r hrothr.r remaino unaccounted. JUl rclnt,e to the Beall fnmil.y or l·~al7Y
lnnd. Accordinr. to the Bcnlc GcncnlofY, t.hc i·~arylnnn Beall F::t.-nily ap;.ea.rs related to the 
VirG.in:iA Dcru.e FAmil:v- throur.h the Be::tl.e Family of York County, Virginia. Hnny other refer
ences will be found to a Lt. Zdl.Jard F. Deale (born 1832 in \~ashington, D. c.), who was very 
active in rnany military expeditions along the Santa Fe Trail and ita extcnoion on West to 
Cnli.fornin. The Ecale Family file~'> or tho Dt~.H. have been scanned with not.hing revealed 
about 'fhomas Jefferson Beale. Hore lvork is needed on this file. The Library of Congress 
has a ml=lnuscript .file of some 2000 ... items on the Beale Fainily. This consists lareely of 
records from the career of Lt. ~ward F. Beale. i·&ora work on this file is needed. 

ia th tJO:isiblo exception of the Beale Colony of l.os Horas Creek New :t-!exico to ~ dis
cussed clr.ewhere, no records uhich contirul a Thomas Jefferson Beale or a Thomas J. Beal.e 
rel.~ttionship to the Beale Party aJ.J.eeed activity have been .found. 

Thc:r.~s Jefferson Ee:U.e entrusted his cypher records to Robert }~orri!>G under a letter 
tinted J.'lnwtry 4, 1822 at Lynchburg, Virginia. According to !lart, transf'!'!r of the lock box 
containing the BeaJ.e Cyphers, this letter, R.n-1 the Benl.e letter of January 5, 1822 to 
t~bet·t !·~ort'ise was not made until late in lt.;;.rch 1822. 

'I'hP iri11nti ty of Robert R.nd SR.rah Hcirri:;s in L:ynchburg, Virr,inia durinp; tho:- period of 
ThoJTJns JeffPrnon Beale's allep,ed vir.it~'> to thr-~t city is fully establiRhed by many refer
ences in tho Lynchburg(Va) Press to Hobert !·!orri::;s' business, social, and colr.rr:.unity activ
itie~. I·;y reading of the Lynchburg(Va) Preso becran liith the 26 December 1816 isnue anrl 
ended with the 5 April 1822 issue. A repeat rearlintt was given to those issues or dates/ 
periods corresponding to the Attaclunent I chronology. 

3:tr!lples or P..obert Horriss I Lynchburg activities are: 4 April 1817 j Robr.>rt. l~orriss 
and ~Jilliom !i:itchell, Jr. advertise their yardgoods store partnership. 20 June 1817; as 
Treasurer, Lynchburg 'i'oll Bridge Co,r.pany, :tobert ~·1orriss requested bids on repairs. 30 
Janunry 1818; Hobert Horriss and Thoums 'rJ. &!"ton announce a partnership in ID.ack Water 
l·iilln. 10 December 1318; .Robert Horriss• annOlli"lcemcnts as executor of the v. hntca.lf 
e~tnte. 31 December 1818; Toun Council actions publisiled by' Lk>bert 1-lorri."ls, Chair.;lan. 
22 February 1819; John H. Otey announces purchase of P.obert l·~orriss • partnership with 
\~illiam Hitchell, Jr. (An Otcy fat~1ily lived on Goose Creek about four miles North of 3:liord .. 
This places the Otey farm very close ~o the~allegcd Beale ~arty gold burinl site. Georce 
Hart's wifo was related to the Otey family of Goose Creek((see Hart, p.9)). Considering · 
thnt George Hart• s wife may have been a niece or ernndniece of John H. Otey, it is intcrest
inr. to· conjecture why Hart did not make a corr .. ":lent concerning this business relationohip 
bc-1,w·~en John H. Otey anci Robert t~orriss). 29 April 1819; First evidence o! l·:orriss 1 financ
il=ll problc:ds are rcve~1cd in a sale of a Deed of Trust. By 7 September 1819, some 10,000 
acres of Ho,..riss• land had b?en advertised en~ing with the sale of l·1orriss 1 personal ser
vants to satisfy a Deed of Tru5t to John H. Otey. .)1 1-~arch 1820; Robert and Sarah lion-iss 1 

sale or property to satisfy a Deed of Trunt to Um. ra tchell~ JT'. 

CARL W. NELSON, J;{. 
2£·06 1':. ORANDYWlNE ST. · 

A R ll N G T 0 N, 7, VA. 
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'!"ro:n thin point in 1~imc on throu;;h ) A;1ril ltl22, thcT"c w."'.~ no A.'lvnT"tir.cw·nt in tho 
I.ync-hhurr,(V:~.) rl"\"H~::I by a :·:anhlnr;ton Jlotol; no r.;tJn't:i.nn of ;1obr-rt ~·lorri:m' lln~ocirLtion with 

.. 
,• ~ 

a rln~hinr.;ton Howl or ~-rith ;my other hotol. ~olJ.ot-tin;:; are ~o111c r.nmnle hot/.!1 arlv·~rti~c·:tonts 
in t.hC" L:vnchburr.(Va) :Pro::;s: 3 Oct.oh••r 1320; 7!e-.: f:il."l:"":f":Otv Hot.nl advl!rtionrl for rent or loana 
by Dnvicl s. Gnrlnnn. 18 :·1ny 1821; Union !loLnl advnrtincd b:'r Z.:r. H:1.ncock. 13 June 1321; 

" 
t 

Bell Tavnrn lon:;cd by F. il. iiurrott from Thowas ifclls. 21 Decemb(~r 1821; .:bll Tavr:rn le:J.ned 
by Georce .t'crciv:ll. 15 Hnrch 1822; Advcrtir.c:':lcnt of l•'rnnldin Hotel by Ch:;rlos Hoyle, Hp,r. 
29 llnrch 1822; RobC"rt ::-orri:;s ~ave a dciJO:;ition :it tho Fra.."lldirt Hotel. Thooe o:.1.11;>les 
wither urovo or dioprove the H:~.rt statmncr,ts about i~orrios • association \tith the · • .;ashington 
and r'rAnklin Hotels. !n all othor respccto, the Lynchourg(Va) ?resr-~ records arc in agroemen~ 
lo:-1 th tho Hart sta tomn nts about the i•lorriss 1 .fortu..'"les. The identity of Robert and Sarah 
Horrir:s in l.ynchburg, Virginia is c~e:u•ly e3tabliGhed. 

In 'l'ho1•1::ts Jcffcrnon S:>!3l..e 1 s letter to ::r. ;-:orriss dated JanunJ"""J B, 1822(sce Hart p.Jl), 
Deale clircct.s Horrir.s to divide the r.old, oilv~r, and jetrrol hoard into 31 equal parts, one 
pnrt to be for !iorris~. 'fhis indicates that the .i3ccl.e .:?arty h~d thi:c:ty Il"..Or.ioors, t'~o or 
whoin vioitl1d }iorrios1 place(see Hart p. 17) in coi·~:;:uiy with Beale durinr, January 1820. 
'ln~y ciid not remain lena 'ooinJ: ;:tnxious to vi~it aicrur.ond anr.\ th·~ir horr.es near that city. 
Ther.c two men rejoin:!d BcnJ..e late in }~n.rch 1820(see ~art n. 18) anci tor;f:!ther they left 
for tho 1:1e~t.. 'l'he identity of men in the i3eale Party rer:url.nl'l a my5tery. 

So:-.n hnr.in for furthnr rese:trch into the Deale· Party mP-mbcr~hip is needed. In the 
At·i:.·< •Ht:.>~t III, I have li;.ted the nam.es or ~11 individuals(~it'hout raeard for source in 

my re~1din;:) who en~a~ted in activity ';lest or St. Louis during the ?erlod 1816 - 1832. Also 
in t.hi~ sr.tlllc lint arc names of individuals '\vhose close association '...'i.th Robert l·~orriss in 
Lynchburg, Virginia would also have placed them in close as5ociation with Tho~as Jefferson 
Beale during his Visits. The :r1orrins associates l·Tera identified through rending of the 
Lynchbur3(Va) ?ress arr.l are marked in Attachr.lent III by an asterisk. Each na.ile is a point 
of departure for research leadine to diaries, passport records, journals which in turn may 
lead to obs~rver rej)orting on the alleged BeaJ.e expeditions. 

A Dopnrtment of State letter .rro:m tiillia.il Thomson dated l Hay 1818 at l·:oro Castle in 
Hav~na nescribes some of Thomson's experiences earlier that yeur while a prisoner at Vera 
Cruz, Hcxic('). Thomson states: 11 I will give you the na.-nes or soma A.T.erican Officers which 
was in the (service) or the United States who entered the expedition of ~~ea.noe and was 
shot- Colonel Youn&, Captains. Cook and Gordon, and Lieutenants Lannany, Lskency, Suttcn, 
\·lcbb, Stone, Sterling, Procter, \-litrnore, and Beall ••• 11 • 1'ho:ason was an eye-witness 
to thP. exocutiono. Another letter dated 21 April 1818 in C~~pechcywas ttritten to Job.~ 
Ad.:~ms by Christian Taucha in l-lhich he coni"imed the. above and mentioned the tortures ca.r
rifld on at Vera Cruz. Clenrly, the Lt. Bcall(d. 1818) listed is not Thor.1as Jefferson Beal.e. 
1'his incident and many othArs like it aptly describe Spa."lish official objection to the 
presence of United States citizens in New l•!exioo and belies the f'reedom of movement in 
J·~w I·:t=!xico portrayed in Thomas Jefferson Beale's letters. 

lJ;:!rt(p. 9) states that Thomas Jefferson Beale out up at the Planter's Hotel during 
hir. vl~its in St. Louis. Conoidering that he chose a hotel manager to s::d'eguard his 
l,tterr. nnn cynhcrs in Lynchbure, it is rear.or.nble that Thomas Jefferson Be~e mir;ht. have 
done much the BarnO in choosing a frie~i in St. Louis to hold and forJard the keys .ror :~s 
c,yphers to Morriss in Lynchburg, Virginia.((See Beale letter of 9 May 1822(Hnrt p. 22)~ 
11

• • in the hands of a friend in this place 11 ). 
CARL. VV. Ni:LSON,JR 
2606 N. C~ANDYWlNE ST • 
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I hn.vn rlnvotnd con:-;irlor:lblo tilno :'ln:i r..ffort to finrlinr; tho n!l!nl') or trtP. i'ln.ntor I::: 

l!ot.cl . pl'"opr:5.ntor. A chnck with the N~ti,"lnnl Ho~l A:~:1ocir"Lti()n in Fc;r Yor!< ;;:;,.~ not pro
dut'tivo. Hence, my rc31. pleasure to discovP.r hi:. na::oc ~-rhile ro:&ding the fj !!ow:;nt~r and 
6 Il<-crtllh,,r 1817 isn\lcc of tho ?:ir.~ouri Gn.zcttc(St. Loui:;). In a ::;ub:;cr1ption aclvcrti:.o
Iltcnt, E. l•iAU;a' announced th~t ho had opened the "i'lnnt~r•s Hotal on :.;~cond Stror;t ••• 
with n olo.·u~urc Rarden at the rco.r11 • ~·l:n. 0. Kennerly in 11.1:"or::;iJi'.;;;on Hill" and ~rn~::;t 
Kir:-:chten in "Carfish and Cr-.fntal11 GiVe bo.ck~round. on politic:'ll and ::;ocial. activity il'l 
tho l'lnntor1s llotcl~;(thore t·TCro threc)l·:hich is very intcrc::;tin;; rc:1c!inr;. Unfortun."ltely, 
not.hin1~ in nowd n.bout .1!:. i·~aury in cithnr l 4 eforencc. .1!:. :·~;.~.ury :is rny c;~r.~.~.lidato a::; ono 
v ... , ..... likely t.o h::wo bncn choc.,'!n by Thor.1:.l:l Jcf!'cr::;on J3:::ll.c to hold tho keys to tho BrJa.le 
0;,'ph•!ro. ,\e:c;c:-trch on thin m:;.y bo dono in the Lior<lry o! Con;;res~ but mny oo:;t bO dona 
at the !·a:;souri Historical Society in St.. Loui.s. A. Visit to 5t. Louis is pl~nned during 
1\::ty/June 1970. 

Now:::pnpers of this period rro·.rid.ed a useful public service by publishing lists of 
lettnrs hold for delive~ ~J the ?ost~astcr. A c~reful readin3 was given to these lists 
publir.hed in the L:ynchburg(Va) Press. No listing 1..r;13 found for 'rho:nas Jefferson Beale. 
'lAw £><\IIIC is true for the mail listings in the I!i~souri G~zettc. It may be of interest 
thnt G~7.ottc in;ueo for 4 and 18 October 1817 listed letters held for s. T. Beall and 
for Gally Dc;ill. Theoe nr-L"fles were not on the 25 October list. 

The lack of info:::-rnation on Thomas Jefferson r..enle su~p;est-: thnt he may havP. usnd 
other n:'l.r.tes while in the :·rent. One por.nibility is 11!~r. Glenn". T'nomas n. Clark in hie 
book "Frontier :~erica." notes thn.t "Becknell, or course '\\as not the first trader to 
rt":lch Sn.nt:; 'Fe in the 1820ia. Ther11 were huntin~ p;!.rties which visited the town and a 
hl'". Glenn wns ret,urning from Snnta Fe just as Becknell and Cooper wct'e settir.~ out. He 
( Glf;; ~;:r:~·i::; covnrcd Indians on tho traU anri o_rcnictcd (Cooner 1:;) failure to get boyond. 
thn Ar'i<::tnnan11 • This section of Clark's book gives the best word picture of life in 
s~mt!l l•'e 1019-1824 of any reference studied. It is clc~r that l'.r. Clark h::a.s b:'lckcround 
of po~nible interest in relation to l}3alo. A request for ar.nistanc11 has been sent to «i.ark. 

Another long nhot possibility of a nru~o u::;ed by Tho~a::; Jefforr.on Deale is that of 
"Dr. John iia.~ilton ltobinson". Even so, a recitntion or soma or the Hobino;on Story will 
illustrate the political and military climate in Ne;1 l·iexico u."'lrler which the alleged Beale 
Party activities were conducted. I have no infonnation linking the Beale and the 
Hobinson identities. - · 

From .m~"lny references noted in the Depart.~ent of State file, :it is very clear that 
Dr •• Tohn '{a.,tllt.on ;>....,bin~on 1ra.s ~ r-pecial agent. of President James IO:onroe(See ~·li~c. Co:r.es. 
Filo, t-l."l.tional llrchivcs-, John U. Robinrton to fre3idcnt l·:or.roe, dated 12 April 1817 at 
Nn1,ci'IPz, n renort on Uritlnh a.r.rorts to ~.id the :-~o:;:icnn::; in their revolt ag<lim:t Spain) • 
• :. td n:-:on nas la~rinG the r,rounclwol'lc for United States I t::a.keovnr of the Spani~h Soutm~cst 
Territory • . An intarosting sidelight in thane files · a":""e :r~onroe 1s notes on his doctrine. 
The 5ranish authoritieA were ver,y much aware of Dr. P~bi.~son ar~ had a price on his head. 
Pit.y then t.he poor fellow ,.1illism D. R.obinoon, a l;ew Orleans b'llsiness man, who uas im
pri:tonatl at Oaxaca, at Vera Cruz, and later Havana and Rota in Spain because he was thought 
to be the ir.f.a."llous Dr. j)Dbinson. WiJ.liron D. Robinson did not irrmrove his lot when he sent 
a .ronr1."P.en page letter to the :-~r.TP.t·'l"''Y of St.:1te(datarl 6 October-1817 in Oaxaca) with a 
re-;u,.~t. :-o1• help in uhich he included an excellent. very· detailed reView of the Spn.nish/ 
l·iex~c; 'n r.1ilita.ry situation and extensive data on tha economic r.ituation. Ap;>arently this 
convir,ced the Spanish tha.t they had the il'lriliiiOUS Dr. John Hamilton P..obinson in hand and 

CARL VV. NELSON, J 
2606 N. S:~i\NDYWiNE ST. · 
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Willirun D. !(Oo:lnc:on \HlS moved to :=:olit.:~ry ~<.mfin<:i·l•·nt :1 r. the Vr:ra Cruz prir:on. He 
mur.t bav·o conned hie f;uatxls 3.C fro:r. horc on, the ri.:cc.o;~d ia fi:l.lrJcl wil.h lone letter 
after letter l·lhich mny huvc been pn::::-;cci to r:lic!.'.;. :--'l.::t-JonccG. The story cndr. with 
\-Jillinlll D. Rob.i.nr.on 1 s cscni)O fro1r1 prinon in ;io'tu, S_:>:rin, trnvcl to Gibrnl t~r, und the 
rer.\L11it1g or hio b\lf;ine:;:; nctivj.&ius in Lor.clon c~ri :'ariu. 

G 

Dr. John J;:tiolilton .tobinr.on'n opnrc.tionn \·:c:r-o bu.s~rl in :;t. Loil:l.s. A. cnrf•.f'ul study 
of his activities, di<lricc, <l."'ld journul.R m.-.y be rcvc~ir.0 o:f ::'h~le .i:'<lrty activity. Thin 
will be st .. 'lrtcd durinG i:•y Vi~it in St. Loilio t::::.d in further reading or the Special Agent 
Files of the Dcpart;,,cnt or :;tate, Natic:..·ull Jo.rc!ti.ves. 

. ~. .. 

1\. final note on other names tlJ.at Thon:.m; Jefferson Baale ma.y h~lve u:::cd. The research 
r,uidc R.t t.ho N.~tional Archives hns no lir-tinlj for n ?homas· Jeffcr5on a"'!nJ.c. T'nere is a 
li:o;tina on a Thomas Beall ~.rhich ir. cros3 referenced to the nn:ne J.s..iles Dunlo-a. I ha•re 
conplotod a check or t.ho Olltr;oinr. Reg-ist.er of J .. ettc:r-s for the perio~ of int~rent with 
ncr.nt.iV€' re0nlt~ on both nn.":l.An. As ti':lle ocmaitz, I ;;;~. re:1·:in~ Heel ;'l48(A.pril l - July 
31, 1820) o:f t.hc i·af'!~ell:-~noou::; Co:-ro:=;r•onrlrmce of thn !J~;-,.:~rt:nrmt of St; .. tc helo in the 
Nntiont~l Ar,..hivC?s. Up to A~rll 1, 1820(l~~el ,/47), I h:w~ fou~·~ no :rcfE'.ronce::: to a 
Tho111nn Jef.ft'r::>on Bonle, Thornas Beall, or Jc;~r.1en Dur-J.op. The folio o:!' t1·:o thoummri :leale 
.family docuu:cnts h<'ld by the Library of Conr,rcss r::.r..-;l be productive on tC.i:; point. 

From ~to'Uort &·~orriss 1 description of 'fhor.tc.s J cffcrson i3oalc (see H<1.rt ?• 17), one 
C0\1ld conclnclc th:1t .Jeale hnd a dark co;r,-:Jlc:do:l a.nd lvan of L;1tin a."'lcc:;try. For this 
re<~ron ir1 p:•r·t, I 1-;rotc to the· SpaniE>h cOlonial z{eco.rds Libr<:.ry in $avilla asking for 
a Q\lj.rJ.:: cht·clc on D.3ale as rf:g:-,rds passport rogistrc:.tion, military police, <::..."'ld. general 
RdJi • .i.i: · ··l·l·;(tivc records at Santa Fe. Their c~.cc:-: \::15 e;,t.en~ive •·lith nozative rem:lts o;-: 
Tho;~il~ Je.f.fcrson .:2cllle. l,:;von so, the Spa.ni.Gh ~•r.d !'.exica..-·1 Ad"11inistrat.ion records on i'iJ.•:: 
ir. t.hc NM~ Nexico llistorica.l Society at Sa•·1ta ~e cocl.d be produ.ctive(c:.ftcr or.;a le<1rns to 
rcari the hand,~ritten spD.Ilish records). Assu:dng uid by the ~esearch staff at. Sa.1·1ta Fe, 
an .ir.lr•acdi:.ttc opjective is make a study of the ~cl.e Colony on Las i·:oras C:rcek. l"ossibly 
related dat.::t may be round in the "JournaL of Jacob Fouler, 1821 - 1822 11 , l!i~sou:::-i fri.st. 
Hevicv:, 1910. 

liathaniP.l B. Tucker, a very pro:ainent attorney o.f ~:lilliamsburg, Viq~inia spent the 
year i·larch 1819 - 1820 in St. Louis. l·lh::t he l-ras doi4~ there is not kncnm to rr..e. His 
library makes up a large portion of the rare book library in the College of \.'lllia.":l and 
Mary at i."illiamsb1lr!;. A check lrill bo made for a journal of his trip a1·ld for :my in
dic~tion and information on contact with the Beale ?a~y • 

. _ _.--c. . . 

Hayne Gnrd(b. 1898), a journnl.ist li!':ted as living in Dallas, Texas, has lTritten a 
n1m1hl'r of very interesting books ann historicnl sketches on the South't·rest. In "Frontie:
,Ju~tice, pag•!l 3, Gard mentions 111calas Colony on L<1s Xoras Cre~lc11 c:.nd th.'it t."le Horn and 
If::JrriR fanilies were returr..ing to the East fro::l the Beale Colony circa A;>ril 1836. Las 
l·~or:;s CrN•k uas shown on S~:mish maps of the re8ion as early as 1795. Las l·:oras Crack, 
a tribtit::lry or the oresent-day Can~iar, !d.ver i."'l. 'l'exa::;, rises in the Eastern footr.ills 
of t.he S.nngre de Chrir;to Range, Northeast of Sn-::.ta Fe. The present-day to~;n of t-;oras1 
l~ew 1-:cxico \!ill be i'our.d on most road r.ta-:>s. It is on State 3oute #3 to the !~orth and 
¥lest of Lac Vegas, New llexico. The hec.C.~ntcrs of Las !~;oras Creek lie in :.. region -which 
is reason~ble as a locntion for the gold and silver rr~~e describce in the Beale ?apers. 
A letter has been sent to Y.LI'. Gard requestin~ baciq~;:-our.d he may have cor.cerninr; the Las 
1-ioras Creek Deale Colony. 

C IIC"I \"' ... -,SO'' ... ~ ,., .. _ ···"'·~ ...... ,JK.. 
U.o.:, N. 0~1\NDYWlNE ST. 
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ln ~:·.1•1.,, p:l.t~o 18, !~b·!~t :·ior-t·i::~ i:J quot•·!d rfon ~:;ylr .. ~~ t,l!:,t 'l'ho.:,:,:; Jt.:r:·.;r:;o:l lk:c.Uc 
r ... ~ "''1'"' • ·y ll.r m ''J.._t9J.'"'i~ 11 ·.: •• ... -• .z_, r· ..... ~ "" --·- ........ ·•--·1 ,,.·d ·, ·..., "h t ..L••~> lO OnJ., ,.~.l"'• ~ • 1 , u .•• • J•Ol'"ll. .. ., .I-'••? c,,.,..,o,,\,,,;, ,..h.a, L• .. .J C r1~ .... ::1.. r.a J., • ._,G 

\v\?r.1.orn p:u·t of Vircinin. Coincidont 'l.dth a Dz::ue Vir.it, Th~ Lynct.bnn:(V:J.) .f•:ro:::s of 
18 ,Tnnn:ny lt'\20 ronoi·tcd Stnte i3oarcl of Ji.:15<!:;:::or:; 1acr.tin~r. in vlhich :i:c::;:;r::; l.7::.1P._, 

i·id)oucll_, Rutherford, and l!:cirnlmc·1oon held 11 
•••• t-h:1.t upon ::. crJ;;lp"lritivc view of the 

vnlu01tion of t.ht'l l:mns throw~h011t thn State, un !'inf. tho:::c in the Ccntrnl a.nd ~-=~~tnrn 

7 

t.o bo VRlued much hi~ht'lr than tho:;e in thP. :!!:nntcrn pnrt of t,hc !!tntc of tho r:::une fertil
ity •• •"• Con:-dd•~rinr, ~~orri~o 1 inff'rcnr~c on lb~.lo 1 s rn~ir~f'ncc in ~·ic~t~rn Virr;intn~ 
tM ~ C'\,\llci bn nvinrnca of Thomnr. Joff<:!rr.:on ~~"'l:llc ob,)A~t.in;: to tax r:'l.t,~::: on h:i.P. lnnri. 
A b1•tt.t,r fit for t.his :-:r. D11:U.e would bo Jo.o. ~{. H. n.~nlc, U. 5. CoirJ:li~sioncr for ~1Rvi• 
[;ntiCin, 1\nn:n-Jh:l River( not~ in \·Je~t Vir~inia). Since 'l'ho:a:.:.s Jcffer::on ?.calo 1 s youn~cr 
brot.hl~r wn:l lintcd nn J~.mco l3cnla, J.fl.s. K. H. Deale could br~ th;J..t younr;cr brothC'Jr and 
mny hnvc \x"'cm the r;rnnclfa.thcr of Julia Denlc Rennlccr of Lmdn~ton, Kcntuc!{y. l·iinutc3 
of the ..":itr'l. tn Board of Ar;:-essors should provide a. pri.-n:-~ry aource confir.nin~; whether 
ThC'mas Jofferson Bcal.e was in fact visitin~ in Lynchburg during J.::mu:n-y throu~h 1-:a.rch 
of 1820 junt foll~-line; the alleged first cold burial in Noveu1bcr 1819. No llork has 
been done on this ?Oint. 

l·~::t? study of 3~dford County Virginia hn.s been productive. It r::ay be siznificant 
that the ~-~adison l~ap of the area \V"hich is corrected to lel8 s-, ows no t.v.m at the point 
now known as 1'iontvale. 1-.. road or trail leading to t!-.e :·lorth o.nd a bit £ast from. the 
present r-ite of Hont.vale(Buford) is clearly •na.r:.ted and ~o-:·m le•~ding over a pass into 
Botetourt County, the routing being ~:.cnerally the sm:;.e as that for ~resent day maps o:f 
thf' nrc<l.. .duford Gap is clenrly marked on the 1·i.udison !:c:.p of 1818. 

::· i.i.c not of t.he period cuntcmnorary to :::?calc .Party activitY,, the Gi.lmcr-Cr ... .,.pbcll 
l'~<tp or le64 is useful. bP.cause it lists fa."'lily n:-.. ":lcs of la."ld o~;ncrs along Goo::;e Creek 
anci itr. trii.mt~rieo, many of ~;hom m~y have boen resident on their l:u:.d as e:-:rly as 1819: 
Followir.:;: ;ire na.ileo of these land mmcrs gro1z:'ed accorciinG tp-- an::Jro:cim;rto rarli:ll dis- , 
t:mce fro~a th~tv~le(Buford) junction: Six miles; COJ'Zlf; SA:U·:O!m, ARRI?!G7u~1, GARETT, 

·-. ,,,.,."\., •:...LI'J' • L , . _v~, ~ . J<t.!!.h._, >l. • .~ .... ..,, vJ .. '-l•..:.t"\._f;/r~ve m~.1.c::;; .-.c;:,.::.~.L;, ... ~ Li•, n.~ .w~, ~. K .• I,. ''3 ... T'7"\ •• , R1" ~l '""' CO~"""'~ ~ J JO,.,."'t;.'~ "'"'\ .... ~-~~=~ ...... ' . ._ 1 ' ,..,.,-T fA'!\J. S'"':)I"K ~,;-I~ 
REAn; HAiiV":!.'Y, liOLL , UILJ .. W~SON, FR:\l·nCI.IN, 2.!.::!' STE'f'Tv.:':(these :families were grouped 
around the present-dn.y site o£ \·lalnut Crove Ohurch Hhich is located .four miles 1'orth 
from l~ontvnle(Bu.ford) ). l!:ast ;B-'i.·•1k t GoosP. Creek within four miles .fro:::: Hontvr..l.e(Buford); 
LUCK, S.H.iC·:l!T, 'FA:lR!!:~, BILtf:J)!!Gl·I, ~" ._.1IL1IAH. To the \fe,!';t of the site of the \·lal.nut 
Grove Church; BA!tTLl:!;TT, TAYLO"it, BLACl\. The \·1nl.nut Grove Church and cemetery is exactly 
four 11 c:ro~-flight'' miles :from }~on-fvale(Bu:ford.) corner. 

----· 

The keys for J3aaJ.e Cypher !~u.'llbers ~ and 3 m01.y have been derived :from book!; or other 
public~tions sold by book stores and ~~e nowspa~er office in Lynchburg. Na~es of the 
book stores are: \-lard and Dim;es .Book Store, ~lead I s Book Store, and ?eter Cotton Book 
Store. t '.i'he llepa'!"tment or State files contain n"U.-nero'\:.s letters frOJ.ll new:3paper publishers 
pushing for contracts or billing £or services in publishing the ~roc:ecdings ~,d Acts of 
the Congress. :·~ajor addresses by "Che ?residrmt l-rcre publiohcd in the nm-:spaper. The 
L~~chburr.(V~) Frcss had such a contract. The loc~l book stores sold collections of 
oresicinntia:l papers. As a rcsu:Lt it appe;;reC. logicc:l to use such public .. -:.tions for the 
production of test keys. Key samples l-:ere taken fro::. ~ir.lbeiS of the :first three-hundred 

-=-- --
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vords in each of the presidential inaugural and annual messaees for Jefferson through 
Monroe. Tests usinp, these keys were made ap,ainst both Beale 1 and 3. The results were 
negative uith a preponderance of the letter "T" in the resultant te~~. No ranumbering 
tests r~ve been made. I believe these testsdo prove that Beale did not uae a key based 
on n~~bering beginning with the first word in these u~jor documents. 

Perhaps most interesting is a sample of Thomas Jefferson's writing taken from his 
first report to the Director of the University or Virginia. This report was published 
in the Lynchburg(Va) Press on 4 January 1822, the same date as Beale 1 s lon~ letter to 
!forriss uhich v.':lS enclosed in the lock box with the cvnhers. Beale gave the lock box 
and contents to VDrriss late in ~arch 1822. Thus, Beale would have hed ample tL~e to 
develop ar~ use a key based on this public document written by Thomas Jefferson. Attach
ment IV is a key list based on the first letters in the first 289 words in the Jefferson 
report ending with the words "they therefore instructed their proctor •• ·"· As can be 
seen, the :-esultant te:A~ is "T" redundant for both cyphers 1 and 3. However, but not 
shown in Attac~~ent IV, if the nucbers are rotated either right or left one word unit 
in the Jefferson document, the resultant teA~ gives a characteristic distribution of 
vowels t~~ical of English. Hence, I sugr,est that the Jefferson Report of 4 January 1B22 
should be given a more thorough analysis tr~n this short sample may afford. If there is 
agreement, I will recover and distribute the complete text of this document. By this 
means, letter count keys may be tested also. 

Reading of the weeldy bookstore advertisenents in the Lynchburg(Va) Press suggests 
that there was a very active market for books of the period both local and foreign. The 
follovir.g books were advertised and some cypher key tests have been made as follows: 

. l·lirt, iolilliam; "The Two Principal Argtltlents of 't-lillia.I:l \lirt on the Trial of 
~e:rr;,. '~ · 1', Rich:nond 1808. Wirt attained a wide recognition for his work on this trial. 
My t.es'Llug of this document will be discussed later. 

i.Jirt, William: "The British Spy", nine editions 1803 - 1831. The Lucas Edition 
of 1817 was available. This book contains an accumulation of essays by Wirt which first 
appeared in various editions of the Richmond En~uirer. It might be said that Wirt was 

"?he Spectator" in Ric~~ond. Tests of this source are discussed later. 
irJ'irt, William: "Life and Times of Patrick Henry", pub. 1817. Were ·it not for 

Wirt's research and writing of this book, it is possible that the most famous words in 
Patrick Henry's spe~ches would have been lost. This book made the Patrick Henry legend. 
Two tests ~de using the Preface cf this book were negative for both cyphers 1 and 3. 
~00 units or key from this test are saved in my files. 

"T'ne Jefferson Bible": This edition of the Bible by Thomas Jefferson contains 
only those words attributable to Jesus Christ. M,y test using selected starting points in 
this text were negative for both cyphers 1 and ~. No sr~ft tests were done. 

Jef:rerson, Thomas~ "Farm Book". Selected tests with key frol:l this source were 
negative for both cyphers 1 and 3. No shift tests were made. 

"Journal or the Levis and Clark Expedition", 1774 - 1809. This source has not 
been tested• 

Baines, Edward: "The History of the Wars or the French Revolution"., Leeds 1815, 
4 vols. This source has not been tested. 

Silliman's Journal: "The Prairies of the 'West. n This bas not been tested. 
Paine: "Age of Reason", n Common Science", and. "Astronol:lY". None of these 

sources have been tested. 
M~lton: "Paradise Lost". This source bas not been tested. 
(..:.u.thor?): nA:nerican Star". The advertiser.1ent stated tha.'-t this book contains 

an early edition of the "Stars Spangled Banner". This source has not been tested. 
Th~ Edinburgh Quarterly Review was for sale. This source bas not been tested. 

-· -··- -·---· - ·- ---·-··-·--·----- -·--
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11 La.dy of the La.ke", Sir H~lter Scott. 200 unit smnple tcf:ts are on file for "The 
Chase", Canto I and II; "The Island", Canto II; alJJrrom First Edition of 1810. Te~ts for 
Beale 1 and 3 were negative. No shift tests were made. 

· "Ivllnhoo", ·sir lo!alter Scott. A 200 unit sample test from Cr..a.pter I was negative for 
Beale 1 ar~ 3. No shift tests WGre made. 

9 

"The Old Ba.chelor11 , \olilliam 'l-!irt; Pub. 1814 in Richmond. 300 unit test sarr.ples for 
·Nu.ilbers I ar.d XII were negative for Beale Nos. 1 and 3. No.flr.J.fjo tests were cede. Sa..tlples 
are on file. 

Research time has not permitted rny listing all of the bocks advertisec by the Lynch
burg bookstores. Rather than test ~ny Beale key sources, I have chosen to give more at
tention to the l·1irt writings which we.re so widely distributed and read at the time. Results 
from various samples of the 1-Tirt "Arp:urnents on .P.aron Bu....-z-" without exception provide a 
resulta~t te~~ having a vowel distribution and orien~~tion cl~racte~istic of English. This 
is an !~pression, not a statistic. These e}~mples are saved in my files. 

Justified solely on date coincidence with Beale Party activity, I have chosen to ex
tract 2560 units of key fron \•lirt 1 s 6th Edition of the 11 British Spy", Letter rr. uhich vas 
published in 1817 by Lucas of Baltimore. This scl:lple has b~en for\';arded to tl:e Chair.c.a.n, 
BCSC, for any use considered approriate •. I rLve,saved in my file 250-300 unit samples 
free each of the following 6th edition "British ~py" letters: I, II, III, V,·VII, and X 
all of which test negative for Bs£F..le N'os. 1 and 3. No shift tests r.ave been :ca.de ... 

The~e is a reasonable possibility that Beale r~y have reused portions or all of the 
Deelar~>t.5.on of Indeper.dencc in order to develop more key for ~os. 1 a~ 3. l·~nua.l work 
or1 t~.o.i~. ; ·j ::just too =uchn ar.d. I have been undecided as. to how to program for EDP handling 
of the proble~. Key n~~bar 994(sexes) is·one reasorAble starting point. 300.unit recounts 
st~ting ~t 994 ar.d. also shift counts both riaht and left have been negative for Beale 1 . 
and 3. ?~e saza conclusians are reached based on letter counts starting at 994 in both 
direction~. Si~lar results were obtained from ren~~bering word counts beginning at S22 
(fund~~ent~lly). Perhaps a basic problem here is: ~w~t is a valid sized s~ple for re
numbering and shift type testing? It is believed valid that EDP handling of the problem 
requires longer samples to properly provide for the multiple number necessary; i.e., a 
;wice-tl1rough count of the nneclaration" yields 2644 key units based on a wo=d count leaving 
sozr~e 261 needed for the count to .. 2905 used in Beale #1. \lith only IIJ96 12 bit \lords and 
no peripheral store other than TTY punch at 75 bps, some planning on the number of units 
per ren~~bered sample is needed if store with reasonable over-al~ processing time is to 
be achieved. Comments and advice on this point will be welcome. 

-----: 

RECE:-lTLY ;_c=.,i.i"IRED DATA 

Pages one through eight of this report were fin!.shed prior to S February 1970. On 
pages 3 and 6, reference is made to a "Beales' Colony on Las l~oras Creek" on which ad~itional 
i':l"""orr.-:a:t~-n be.d been requested !ro!l Y.x. l~ayne Gard of' Dallas, Ten.s. l.fro. Gard advised :ce 
that a c~~ck should be made in various uritings or Carl Coke Rister with emphasis on his 
book tii:.lc.d 11 Corc.anche P.ondage"(Tilblished 1955 by J.ithur H. elark Co., Glel".dale Cal.). A 
discussion based on '.:;his reference i'ol1ows: · 

Cn Septe~ber 23, 1S2S, the ~~~~can Government made a. grant or 45 mill~on acres 
o~ la'l:~d ~;:;;,.. ... develo~-:ent to the R!o Grande a~ '!'ens land Cor.:~~any. This eor:tprised !!! or 
w!:at is !".ow -:.'ortheastern '"!e~:r 1-!axico. Under ter::s of the grant, Richard Exeter, an English
~~ a~d Stephen Julian Wilson, and ~~erican were to colonize acd develop the area. Exeter 
died and his wiC.o'IJ, Delores, married Dr. John Charles Beales; also an Englishl:lan. Dr. 
Beale t:ade an attempt to develop the grant held by this vif'e. 
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Beales' Colony on ~s ~~r~s Creek was a first attempt to nake p,cod on the land grant 
using e~igrants both from F.urope and from the United S~ates. The first eroup c~=e from 
New York by ship to what is now the Galveston area. On 30 l~rch 1834, the village of "La 
Villa de Delores" W3.S esUl.blished on La.s l·:oras Creek. From the first day the s:-:.o.ll co::
munity was doomed to failure by internal bickering, limited ~tcr, and the hostile Co~nche 
Indians. By 1836, the co~unity had broken up and the emigrants dispersed, ~ny brutally 
treated or killed by the Comanches. . 

F.rom this it is clear that Dr. John Charles Beales and ·our elusive Tnomas Jef
ferson Beale have nothin~ in common except similar r.runes and that Dr. Beales' land grant 
included the site of the alleged Beale ?.arty gold and silver mine. 

On pa~e 5, I ~uggasted that Tho~s Jefferson Beale used other names. One sug~ested 
\.TB.s: "¥,r. Glenn". Since ma.kiru~ that·· suggestion, I have had opf>Ort,mity to scan "The 
Journs.l of Jacob - 1821 - 182211 which :n-ovides a vary colorfUl description day-by-day of 
a trading mission out of Fort Smith(Ark) along the Arkansas River to Bent's Fort in Colo
rado and thence South to Taos and on in to Santa Fe. 

This mission comr.Arned by Colonel Hugh GLE~nl included these mcmb~rs: Yajor Jacob 
FOw~BR, the journalist and second in co~-and; Robart FO~ITER, brother or Jacob; Bnpti~te 
ROY, e.n in:;~?rpreter; Baptiste Pn\0; George DOUG!..~; ~r3.t'b..aniel PRYOR, an ex-sergeant ot 
the Lewis and Clark expedition; BO!m; BARBO; Lewis DA\.!Smr(Da·..tson holds the 
dubious honor of being the first of the Southwest ex~lorers to be killed by a bear.o~ 
16 Nove:1be:- 1821); TAYIDR; Richard HALTER; Eli l-IARD; Jessie VAN BIBER; 
STO'\.TER; SI11.PSON; Dudley Y~·!ELL; FI:wLEY; Baptiste l~ORJ..N; and, PAUL, a 
slave ~elon~ing to Jacob Fowler. It would be interesting if a relationship were found 
be'tiv;-~ · · ~s B. \.Jard(who broke Beale C!rpher No. 2) ar.d Eli \-lard listed above. 

Tnus far, I r~ve found no mention in Fowler's Journal of a meeting on the trail 
with the Becknell/Cooper Party. Becknell is recorded as the first to use heavy wagons 
in the trade lYi.th Santa Fe. A Braxton Cooper al'ld party was met on 12 June 1822 during 
the return trip. Likewise, a Captain James anri party 'lr.ra.s met on 18 June 1822. Once I 
have developed e. travel schedule-for the Becknell/Cooper party, it may be possible to 
equate Colonel Hugh GLENN with "Mr. Glenn" and hence to ~e out my sug~estion that 
Beale t1a.y have used the ruuile Mr. Glenn. 

Colonel Glenn, Fowler, · et al transited the vicinity or the alleged Beale Party mine 
twice durinp. this trip, the timing of which coincides with the alleged second gold ship
m~nt. T'r..~ Glennfi'owler Party sta,..ted \olest from Fort Smith on 6 September 1821 --The 
Beale Party started East in the "Fall of 1821" and buried the second shipment in Virginia 
during Dece~ber 1821. Even so, Elliot Coues' index of the Fowler Journal lists no re
ference to an individual by the P~e of Beale. Clearly, we no firm information as yet 
reg~reing the Beale Party of interest. However, we now have the n~es or t\.~nty ~en ~bo 
~re knovm to r~ve been in the vicin~ty of alleged Beale Party activity.. Xherefore, each 
n~e is a research objective for diaries, journals, letters and the like which ~Y shed 
some lii'ht on the Tho!'lB.s Jefferson Beale mystery. This should be done before any 'WOrk 
is donG 6n t~e Attachcent III list of na~~s which are "shot~~n-the-dark" except that they 
are also k."lown to have traveled West or St. Louis or to have been in Lynchburg time 
coincident with alleged Beale Party activity • 

... . . . . - .. - -· · .. . - ~ .. ·-... 
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The his tor ica.l research plan is a simple ono - follot.r every lead l There are not 
many! The readin~ or the Department of State files should be completed out to 1833. I 

11 

a::1 nov "!:eading Reel #48, April 1 - .Tuly 31, 1820. To get possible leads on a E·3ale Party 
catast~ophy, I jumped ahe~d for a rendin~ or Reel #54, May 1 -August 31, 1822. A reason
able objective for this year ls completion of Reel #58, Sept. 1 -Aug. 31, 1823. The files 
o£ the .Misso~ri Ter~itorial Agent and of Special Agents should be read'c?vfng the s~e 
period. Unfortunately, there is no research short-cut. These files are not indexed and 
there is no alternative to a scanning of the material. With practice, this can move fairly 
rapidly except that one just has to stop to examine other ·unrelated material which! have 
fotu~ to be most instructive and interesting. 

The s~~e goes for newspaper research for the period of interest. The detailed reading 
of the Lyr.chburg(Va) Press prcduced nothing about Thomas Jefferson Beale and his party. 
~~y? Or.e possible conclusion is that the Party was organized elsewhere in Virginia. ~fuere? 
According to :to~orriss, two of the Beale Party came fro::n Richmond. · Hence, the Ricr..:r.ond papers 
may report the organization or tne Beale P.arty. There may have been advertisements for re
cr-.J.its. '?his appears reasonable as there would have been no need for secrecy a.bo'J.t·: the 
organization or the Beale Party - the gold had not entered the picture. Yas Tho~s- Jef
ferson Beale the organizer of the party? Lacking other names, parties organi~ed having 
schedu:as in reasonable coincidence with the ChronoloS! in Xttachment I is the only basis. 

Following are the years of coverage and names or Rie~ond newspapers that may be read 
at the Library of Congress, Annex Building, Room 1026: 

Richmond Enquirer, 1804 - 1~7 
Richmond Times, 1813 - 1853 
Hornet, 1822 - 1823 · 
Mercantile Advertiser, 1809 - 1823 

The Vdsscuri Gazette(St. Louis) has been read. Following a~e other Ydssouri Territory 
newspapers that should be rc~ and which are available in the Library or Congress: 

St. Louis Enquirer, 1815 - 1826 
Missouri Republican, 1822 -
Columbia ~erald Statesman, 1819 - and successor papers to the Herald 

which coverad Franklin, }~ssouri· - at that time the assembly point for "the Trail". 

Another aid in directing the research is a ~~ecking or various poL~ts along the Beale 
I-arty ~:ir..e or travel. T'ne route ·vrest fro:n Southern :Vi"rginia passed through irhat is no•·r 
Charleston arrl i1u..-·'ltinzton_, \f. Va. via centrcl. .Kentuclcy or also along the Ohio ?...iver to 
the !lorgc:.nfield, Ky. area and--thence to Shalvncetol•'Zl, a princinal Ohio Rivar c.ro~sin!t on 
the tr:-..U to St. Louis. Shawneetown was the ri.rst territorial caoitol o:r nlinois .. !t is 
loc~ted on tl?-e Ohio just ~·lest ot the mouth or the ";1aba.sh River. Ter.!'itorial roco:rds, the 
journals of trading posts and ·ohio ?..iver ports_, personal. diaries, and nct-mpapers :nay record 
tran~it by the Beale Party. ~~ith four transits ~ithir.•~ a restricted period or t~e., the 
cha...'"lces <7:-e still So/SO for any one trip and you can figure the probP..bilities on .fou:-l 

· To t!'losc who wish to start historical study in relation to the 3e3l.e Party_, I reccc:::.er.d 
use of ;~obart Glass "Cl.eland•s bibl.iography in "This Reckless Breed of Hen11 , K.~pf, 1950, p.34i 
In use of .1l.ttach::!.ent II, those ite."'lS marked v-1ith an asterisk have been scanned. i-:e&!:',~hile 
hope springs eterr~ that infomation 'tnl.l be found identifying Beale and his. ?arty. If not_, 
nothing is lost. An exei ting experience 1il earl.y ~!estern PJ.story of the Un:i ted States 
has been gained! 

CARL vV. NELSON, JR. 
:6Co N. BRANDY'.Vit.!!: ST. 
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A CHHO~!OLOGY 3.3LATING TO T~ BEALE CYPiiEHS 

Based on: 11 The 3eale Papers11 , by George L. Hart_, Sr._, Pub. Roanoke(Va) Public Library, 1964. 

Jan/ April 1817: .A. !iissouri 'ferri tory hunting party rzas organized somewhere in Virginia b"<J 
thirty young ::en, all unidentified except for Thomas Jefferson Beale. ~1here in Virginia a.~ 
on what .date this party tias organized is not known. After reaching H.issou..."""i Territory, 
BGale was elected to serve asTrail Captain of the Party. 

19 l~ay 1817: The Beale Party left St. Louis for Santa. Fa. 

Circa 1 Dec. 1817: The .Beale Party a..."'Tived in Santa Fe. 

!·:arch 1818 :· The Benl.e Party members discover gold at a location seve raJ. days ride to· the 
North of. .Sa.l'J.ta Fe. Tlrl.s distance is further defil".ed as 250 or 300 miles in Beale •s letter 
to Robert Korriss dated 4 January 1822. 

SU:-!::"~3. 1.619: 'First Beale ?arty ship.'Ilent of gol.d and sUver from 1-Tew 1-Iex:i.co to Virgi.'lia. 

Nove~bcr 1819: Burial of the first gold a.~d silver hoard within five miles of Bu£ord 1s 
Tavr:rn, Be:iford County, Virginia. Gold weight: 1014 lbs. Silver weight: 3812 lbs. 

Jan/l{ar 1820: Thomas Jefferson Beale visits Robert and Sarah l{orriss at the ·=-rashir.gton 
Hotel, L~mchbll!'g, Virginia(As shown in this study_, no other reference has been four.d. to 
a Va!'lro-:'lgton F.otc1 or to Hobert 1-lorriss• association with it~. Two men of' Beale Is Party 
wen1. • · . :i.icli..'ilor.d. for Visits with family and friends. 

Narch(late) ~820: Beale and f'rierds depart Lynchburg for New Hexico. 

FALL 1621: Seco~ Be~.J.e ?arty ship."Uent of gold ani silver from New l·~exico via St. Louis 
into Virgir..:La. J~"'lles B. ~·iard•s solution of Beale Cypher No. 2 shows that ti">.is mipmd 
was reduced in si~e ~~ough the purchase of jewels in ·st. Louis in exchange for gold. These 
jet..;els 't·Tere valued at ~13,000 dollars. . 

Dscember 182~: Bu..'l"ial. o£ the second gold atld s:Uver hoard and the jewels at the sa.'lle 

;= 

location as the first near Buford's Tavern, Bedford Cou."lty, Vi.rgin:i.a. Gold "'reight: 1907 lbs. 
Silver ~·!eight: 1288 lbs. 

JB...L'"'luary 4, 1822: Date or Beale's letter to Robert Morriss written in Lynchburg i.'ll1hich 
the Ba.al.e Party operations were· Ciescribed. Morriss did not read this letter until l84S 
when he opened BeaJ.e•s lockbox. 

J:mu.,_ry 5, 1822: Date of BeaJ.e 1 s letter to 1-!orriss Written in Lynchburg. Beale gives a. 
short description of' the Cypher No. 3 message stating that the cypher protected the list 
or Beale. Party members ani certain relatives ~lho tmre heirs. This letter was not read by 
}!orns until taf'ter be bad opened the lockbox in l84S. 

Ja:n/!·:ar 1822: Pariod of Thomas Jefferson Beale •s last visit with Robert and Sarah l-iorriss 
in Lynchburg_, Virginia~ 

Late ~·larch 1822 ~ Beal.e gives custody of his lockbox containing letters and the cyphers to 
'l::Orriss a.."ld Beale departs for St. Louis. 

CARL W. NELSON, J? 
2606 N. BRANDYV.':NE ST • 
.''Or'"'""'-,......_, •• - . 
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:r:s.y 9, 1822: Date or fho;nas Jefferson Beale Is last letter to rtobert 1{orrio:l vTritten i..'l 
St. Louis. Georse L. H~t, Sr. (page 9) states that Beale l-Zas stayi.ng at the ?1Cl..'ltcr 1 s 
Hotel in .St. Louis. r1hera Ha:-t obtained this infomation is not kno1~n. This letter 
authorized :i.-:orriss to open the lockbox if Boal.e is not heard from a.ftcr ten yea:rs. 

lJ 

S.::>rtr?:G 1832: Robert l-iorri:=;s did not o;>en the lockbox as l-Tas authorized by Beal.e.. l•!orriss 
did not receive a letter from a frien:i of BP..U.e in StLouis. Per Beale•s statement,. tbi.S" 
letter 1-1as to have given the keys to the three cyphers to l~orriss. 

S~Rii':t: 1845: .Robert ~·forriss opened the Beale lockbox and made various attem-pts wit:b.out 
s~ccess to obtain and test keys for the cyphers. 
1861: Year Sa:::-cll Horriss died. .... 
1662: P..obc~ ?·Zorriss transfers custody of the Beal.e Papers to James B. '!,·lard 
1863: Year :'..obert l·~orriss died. 

Date an:; Year Ur~mo1-m: J.runes B. 1vard decyphers Beale Cypher Uo. 2 usine the key he dis
cov~'lr-od '"'!licl': v:ras b~sod on numbering the t-rords in The Declaration or Indeoer..dence begin
ning -r·:-ith 7-b t...rords 11~-J"hen in the course of hllr.lan event, •• " Resultant n'Ur.lbers "t-Iero 

sc;lectod after finding t-:ords 't·Tith first letters which tiere the same as the letter· or the 
text to be ency-phared. In effect, the resultant is a mult~-keyed multi-al.phabet cypher. 

1885: Jc:.-e::; B. ~fard publishes a pa."'lpp].et. on the Beale Cyphers which 'tfas pr...nted for sale 
at the Virgi::Ua Job Print, Lynchburg, Va. 

SU·:.:·::.; <. -LP.97: Clayton I. Hart, brother of George L. Hart, Sr., obtained copies of Be2l.e 
Cyz.:~H:• .. ; ~\ ..... ~. 1, 2, a."'ld .3 from N. H. Hazel:-wood. of l-iontvClle(former1y~Buford), Bedford County, V 

1903: Cla-yton I. Hart talked with Ja.rnes B. ~-lard and l-rith liard's son. Ward a."lCi his son 
confir:n.ed their wo:-k on the cyphers and or the elder Ward 1 s association With ~.obert 1-iorriss .. 
Clayton I. Hart obtained a copy of the \-lard pa1nphlet. 

1919: Period emi11g George L. Harj;,Sr., intensive 'l.iork and search for keys to the Beale 
~~hers. Clayton I Hart continued work on the cyphers until his death. 

Dccer.'Oer 1924: Bea.le Cyphers Nos. l and .3 were subnitted for analysis to Colonel George 
Fa'!Jyan or Riverban.'-c Laboratories in D.l.inois with no results. 

September 6, 1949: Clayton I. ·Hart dies. ___ ., 
1964: George L. Hart, Sr. SUl'llma.rizes his knowledge of the Beale Papers 'Whic.'l included the 
three cyphers. This .file may be seen at the Roanoke Public":Library, Roanoke, Virginia. 
Copies of this file are on sal.e by the Library. When I bought mine_, the price was ~16.85. 

CARL 'vV. N~LSON JR. 
2606 N. BRANDY'v\'iNE ST.' 
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Those ite:n.s r:o.arked uith ax:•l. asterisk have been scanned for Bea1e Party related material.. 
T'::.e process included :~.n index check 't~hen avail.abl.e and a reading of those portions wrhich are 
tir.le a:-..d place related to 2lleged Beale Party activity. Author :md titl.e only are lif:ted. 

*Ad~ .. .-ns, S:t.ilu•~l Hopki:1s, "S.:mta Fe Trail" 
At~erto:n, Le~:is E., "3usi.."1ess Techniques on the Santa. Fe Trail"; 1-lo.Hist • .Rov., V.X:X."IV, P• :335. 
;:·Beale, !.:c:;rRrd F. a.."'ld Heap G.H., "Central Route to the Pacific •• ", 1824i'l? 
B.J~f: I=':.:.:~:.ly Pt.:.;ers, Library of Congress Annex{5th.Fl. ). Two files of 2000 & 3500 ite:r..s resp. 
:-*E-2Clle Files, D!u1. Libra.:cy-, 1·lashington, D. C. . 
Beck, '::.:.r:..4 ;:m A., 11 :·!e":·1 HeY.ico - a I!i§.tory of Four Centuries". 
Ch<lV-'Z, . ..::::;elico, 11.!1.rchdioci:>e .1\.rchivef:, Santa Fe, N. M., 1678 - 190011

, L~¥CD3399.S3A5. 
*Ch:.~t~~!'.f..:n, F.i::-a"'l 1-~a.rtil"l, 11 The History of tht1 .oh:lerican F~ Trade of tho Far 1-lest11 , 2vo1s. 
Choutn.:.-.=., ;l.'!!JUste,. "Collection of i~!SS", l\j,issouri Historical Society_, St. Louis. 
*~1-:!.r:.:; '::.':-.o::.:ls D., :'Frontier .\."ilerica11 • 

*Clcl-:::1~: .1cbcrt Gl~ss, "This Reckl.ess Breed of }1en11 • See Bib. on page 347 ... 
Ccr~::.-y, :.J...,;·,ira Sheffield, "The Sto:r.r of the 1•1arkirlg of the Santa Fe Tra:llu., 19~5. 
··~."'!--.-.r"; •'· ;,-, .; ,..0.,. 11 r.t 1 0Ul.· • 5 11 
AvV._--"~, ..,. ___ .., ..... , ..., e ~ • 

Crocct'..:i.o:L:;._, ;:)tanlsy :Francis Lou:i.s, 11 Ciudad Santa Fe", Vol.I:l610-:1:821; Vo~.II:~821-1846. 
Dale~ Har::-~son c., "The Ashley-S:nith Explorations and! .Route to the .Pacific, 1822-182911 • 

-~':".,..:-.~ .. ,. ·.: L 11 '~a:n+-"' k'e Trai111 .... ...~~~ ........ ~ :.. ., ~ . ..,. .. ~- . 
Farr..:::.<:...--:1, 7hc.:.aas J ., 11 Tra.ve~s in the Great ~-lestern Pra:L.-iesn, 184J. edition. 
Fe :r::-is ~ ~·T c::-ren A., "Life in the Rocky 1-iounta:ins 1!. 

::-~~!-'..:-Fe~\}:~·~ •7.:-.. cob, 11Jou.rna.l of Jacob Fo\orler, 1821-182211:. Ed..Elliot Coues~ Ross&Haines, l-::in."'l1965. 
:J'·.::.5s.::::. ;_, .:.d. s., 11~rontier .l\.":lerican Life'~ • 
.:~...,'\'".;; ;.~ ., ......... e 11 Fron+-~c,.. Justice 11 
ft""'\,;c.;.._ .... , ••to:...)•• , .. ,., .. - • 

r.~~ '·'--.m"' nr:-,..,,. Gre~t n--"'"'alo Hunt" -..--.L-,..:' ··~J .a.c.:;:J ..,,..u;; c:. JJUJ..J.. • 

Gard, ~·hync, :1'fhe ChishoL11 Trail11 • 

Ge:1err:l Arc:-tivcs, S~creta.riet of Government, 1-!exico City, Expediente No. 45. 
Grn11t, Bl::nc...~ c., 11Kit Carson 1s Ot-m Story". 
Greene:. J., ::!:va.rts, "The Santa Fe Trade". ~834 - 1902. 
*<1regg, Josia.'l, 11 Cor.!!:'lerce of the Prairies''• 2 vo~s. 
Gregg, Xate Leil.a., nThe Road to Santa Fe, Survey and Marking, ~825-2711 • LC# F786.G798. 
Grierson, , 11 The VaJ.ley of Snadot·Ts11 1848. 

;:...::;:: ... ,..Edin, L.::::toy .s.., "i·:ountain }1cn and the Fur Trade" 2vc1s. TJB ref.v2 p.99(Lewiston Id.). 
0:-'k-'k~F .. arr:.ar, Philip ;:lay:~ n,.\ Guide to Archives a:cd Manuscripts in the u.s." 1961. 

-~'fiaTt, George L. Sr., 11 The Beale ?apers"., 1964. Roanoke(Va) Public Library, .)~6.85. 
F.lll, Josep~ J., "J\ntoine Robido"UX11

1 Colo.l-iag. Vo~ VII, No. 4, pp 12.$ - 132. 
Ei.storical Society of Net:r l~1exico, "Records of the Spanish and. Hcxican Ad."Uinistrations11 

1621-~846(1.3,087 £olios); also, 11The Vigil Papers, 1802-1848"(140 papers), the 
records of a Ne'tv 1-lexican official.. Santa Fe, New 1-Iexi.co. !fyra Ellen Jenkins:r- Arc 1t 

~.;:*~?.edges, Fra:1ces Beal., "The Genealogy c£ the Beale Family, ~399 - ~9.$611 .Ann Arbor, 19.$6. · 
Of 200 copic s printed, one is in the College of l·lilliam and 1-;.ary Library. 

F'..cr3an,' Paul, 11 'l'he Centuries of Santa Fe11 • 

Hulb1~rt, Archer Butler, 11Soutmrest on the Turquoise Trall11 , 1810 - 1825. LC#'FS9l.093 v2. 
Hunter, John D., 11l·!::mners and Customs of the \-lestern Indians11 

1 182.3 edition. 
J::..7:::.s, Tho:n."ls_, 11 'l'hree Years a.'"ilone; the IndiMs and l-lexic:ms11 • ~ C,t:- T Trl tS. 

~->J*:.-Jcffcr!:o!l_, Thorr .... 'i.s_, "Papers of Thomas Jefferson'', Vols. Vols l - 17. 
*Jeffer:3o~ Thomas, 11The Jefferson Bible". 
~!-.Kennerly, Hm. o., 11?ers:L'!rllon.Hill11 • 

.:;.Kirsch ten, Ernest, 11 Catfish am Crystal. 
H'E-.,OA~ 1 "IRAv~l-s t.V ~...+""1"'.4 f~ • 

CARL W. NELSON, JR. 
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1\J.o:~n, ~:cl~; or., 11 A Cenci ~t: S t.ucly Guidc 11 (mnp:i) 
La r':!.rr,c' cJli ver, II .:3antn Fe". 
Lar~on, ~obf:':::-t ~1. "?l0.t·T !·~exico Quest for Statehood". 
Laut, Ar.ncs Christenson, 11 .:3r...nta. Fe TraU". 
Lavender, D. s., "D-~nt•s Fort11

• 

Library of Cong:-css,. 11 Hi:::toric3l Rec-ord:i Survey", Guides and Cre clc List3 for Hissouri, 
K:J.nsns, and New ~!e:dco. 

Looney, !t-'ll.ph, 11 l~aul'ltP.d Hi!;hways11 • 

Lawrence, ~Uca..nor, 11 3or..nov"'ille Hission, 1032 - l8.3.$'(a name source)"~ Cal..Hist.Soc. 
~'1.1 :;r!erly, Vol. XXlli, No. l, pp 22 - 2S';and, Vol x, No. 1, p. 29. 

-::.:~·:a:;:oi'.fin Di.,.ry(c~ia_"'"S' co)O:tl~ an early trip on the Santa Fe Trail: by Arm l~agoffin). 
*z.:.:..rs, Sec text of this report on page 1. 
l·~-r:.::.d'!i-:G, 1-:. :-~., "J ou:-r.cl. o£ .1-J:. :r-:. k'La.'l'"nl.adu.'lce, 182411 • Pub. 1911 w/ootes by F. A. Sampson • 
K1.r::;!la.ll, Thomas 1-~itla..."ld, "St. Vrain's Expedition to the Gil.a in 182611 ,. Soutm1est Bistori.cal 

..tucu-terly, Vol XIX, No. 3, PP• 256 - 257. 
-.::·:cDcrmot.t, Jo!m Fra.nci.s, "The French in the 1-lississippi Val.ley11 • 

l·:cKc:nno;l_, c., 11 Iron !-',en11 • 

~·:·.P.::-rilvethnr_, D~Yicl, 1800-1892,. 111-!y Lj,.fc in the z.:ou."'ltains and on the Plainsn. 
-::-:::-;;::i::cell:-..necus Cor:·c:::;:Jondcncc of tha Depart.'llent of State,. 1-'.dcrofilm, National J..rchivns, 

'i~shingto~; Reel #34, April l, 1816 through ~~el #58, Dec. Jl, lG23. 
l·.oof.y, !ic .. :l:ph, t:'.i.'he Old 'l'rails 1-rest11 • 

-:-rA'*r:;:::,·rsiJ.:...:~:::R:3: See t.his report for listing on page 1 and on page ll. 
-0liva, Leo E., "Soldiers on the Santa Fe Trail.11 • LC#F786.o.5S. 
Osborne, Ru.s::ell, "Journal of a Trapper". 
P~~ttie, Jt::..":les o.: Ori.gin:-..1 1-fSS alleg~d t.o contain a listing of 170 passports held by 

mountain men and trappers of the era. Huntington Library. 
::t·::tx.::cr,~ . . : 11F..i.story of the .A.-neri.can Frontier" • 
.full·rling, Ge::-e1J.d, "'l'!le Path!indor11 • • 

Rcgistro Oi'icial. C.el Gobierno de lost Estada.s-Unidas 1-~exi.ca.nos, l-1exi.co City 1.8.30. 
*!tlchard, T. A.: 11A History of .A..'J'Ierican !:Zining11 , 1932. 

. ?.i.ddle, Kenyon, 11 Records and Haps of the Old Santa. Fe Tra:U11 1963. LC.;f786.R535, l47p. 
~?o.ister, Carl Coke, 11 C01n.anc.l'le Bondage11 , l95S. "The Greater Southwest~, 1934. 

"Southern .?lai.."'lsmen11 , 1938. "Border Captives••, 1940. 
~-Russell, Carl P., 11Picture Book of the Fur Trade11 , 1948. 
Ruxton,; G-eorge Frederick, 11.P.dventures in Mexico aiJd. .the Rocky ~iountains11 • 
Sabin, l:d-vrard L., "Kit Carson Da.ys11 • 

Sa.~e, ::lufus, 11 Scenes in the P.ocky j\Iountains11 • 

s~t:a. Fe Tr~de and Trail, Papers relating to the Santa. Fe Trade and Tr:a.de, 1823-48, 
. 150 pieces, !ttssour.i Historical Societ,r, Jefferson Memorial, (l{rs) 

>- SiCJt2~S Cil.t~-~i .. _ Frances E •.. S~adl.er, Manuscript Librarian. 
Sl,?bq:ette 1P~r~cord o:£ the Fur Trade in the Early l820 1s, Mo. Hist. Soc. St. Louis. 
Stct·:-art, G. R., "Ordeal 'by Hw.g~r". 
Tr:lde on the .. S~ta Fe Trail., Lexington(Ho) Historical. Society, an unknown quantity of pzpers_ 

. 1825 - l9l8. See LC Hist. Records Survey, Guide for 1-to., p.~ 
T:·:~i.I'.1.'~S,. Dr • .Reuben Gold, 11£arly vlestern Travel Series11

1 18 vols., Clark, Clevelani 190$. 
1\ritchel+, Relph '&nerson, "Old Santa Fe TraU''• 
Van Every, Dale, 11The Final. C..~allenge11 • 
Vestal, Stat".ley, 11l.fount.un !·1en11 • 

1-ieber, David J ., 11 The Ext.rar.jeros, 1825-2811 • ~rexican docur.z.ents of the Trail Trade. 
'\'les-ley, Erlgar B., 11The Gover!lr"..P.nt Factory System a."llong the Indians 179.5-182211

• Jom-...al. :.or 
Economics Rnd Business Histor,y, Vol. IV. 

'l-Iil.scn, Id.chard, "Camp l·ia.rch St:a.tistics of the Santa Fe Trail11 Lct!F786.v'17.5. 
~~1i~t, Willi~~, See text of this report, pages 8 and 9. 

* item scanned ~..H~A- .item studied CARL \/'/.NELSON, JR. 
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Follc-l:in.g is a listing of indiv'"iduals who enga~ed in travel ~·Teot o! St. Louis and totT;uid 
SC'w~ta Fe, so.r.;,e of uhcm cot:ld have been associated with the Beale ?arty during the period 

'. 

o:f alleged actiYi"ty l8J..6 - 1832. Date of death is given v1here known. Ncunes of these men 
ha.Ye bnen ob·::..3ined !rem boo~\:s listed in ;\.tt.acl:-.mont II, fron1 net-1spapers and periodicnls of 
the period., S.l"'-1 from the 11i-~scellanaous and Special Agent F:lles of the Depart.ilent of State,. 
!>Jation~ Archives. E~ch n."'L.'i!.e is a point of departure :for research leading to diaries, pass
port recor~s, jour~s, etc. which may in turn lead to observer reporting on the alleged 
Bo:1lc :t:~:--ty activities. Na.iles In:arked 'tvith an aoterisk relate to residents' of the Lynchburg, 
Virbi."'lia ~.-::·e~. ":-rho beca.une of their association with Robert I•iorriss might also have had an 
as~ociation ,.r:tth 'l'hom:a.s Jefferson Be~e during his visits to Lynchburg. These latter.lna."'les 
1-;c:-e collected largely· t::.~ough mj' rea..1ing of the Lynchburg{Va) Press., See l'!OTE, page 17. 
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ATTACHl11mT III( con • d) 

J~gent iJ:t D. c.) 
Shade_, Lt. 
S:ni th_, Lt. Francis 

*Sadler, Robert 
Settle, · Hr. 

NOTE: ANY NAME TIPE RESEARCH SHOULD BEGIN WITH THE tW.~ 
OF THE '1'-JEl'l'l'Y l'-2N LISTED IN THE JACOB FO~iLER JOtENAL 
\of'.diCH AP.E ALSO LISTED ON PAGE l.O OF THIS REPORT. 

S::1ith_, Joh.."'l 
Spencer, Samuel 
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BZALE CYPHER TEST KEY 

Page 19 contains 289 units of Test Key for 

Eeale Cyohers Numbers 1 and 3 which were de-

rived from Thomas Jefferson's "Report to the 

Director, University of Virginia"., which was 

published on 4 January 1822 in the Lynchburg(Va) 

Press. 4 January 1822 is the date of Thomas 

Jefferson Beale's letter to Robert I·lorriss 9f 

Lynchburg vrhich was found tiith the Beal.e 

Cyphers delivered to Robert Horriss late in 
. a 

}~ch lc22 •. Page 20 is/test solution for the 

Beale Cypher No. l t·Thich is based on the ,; 

Thomas Jefferson Report. ?age 21 is a test 

solution for Beale Cypher No. 3 which is also 

based on the Thomas Jefferson Report. A more 

detailed discussion may be found on Page 8. 

C,~.RL W. NELSON, JR.· 
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• of cllch on~ will be founJ the nat':'\as ·and 'r.:::sidunc~c of rclntive~~D.n:l othc::-c, 
: .•· 

to ~vhor:} they devise their ~espcctive portions. 
I f ' ,.A~,;.·•'," 

Fron this you will 'be ~naul'od to cdri:y ou.t the wishes of all by 
. . . 

c!istribu~in~ the portion of~ cn~h to tho ~~rt:i.c.s do:;ienat~:d. · .. Thi~· will. not be 

difficult" es their rel:.idcncc~··:~~~ ·~iv~n·,. ~nd' they" can ,!lacily be found. 
. T. J .6 . 

"The tl-10 letters given abc.vc were all the box contained thc.t were 
. . .. 
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. - . -. . . . 

~hich were, of course, unneaninG until th~y could be deciphered. To do this 
. : .. . ; - . . .. . . 

'-:e.s the tat;k. to . which I no'w dev~te:i l.,ycel f, and with but' po.rtia t. success, . . 

.: • • • I •• --==--.. . .. . ·: . ... . I .. - • • •. 

"The three ciphers ere given below, the one rinrked 11t:o.l 11 dec• 
. .. 

... -
.20 .. 
' . . .. ~ 

~ .. 
criping the exact. lo"cality o·f the vault where tho' treasure is buried; the ;,nc · 

. . . .. . . -
t'la~ked "No·. 211 stating the contents of the vault; 11rid paper C'.arked"No. 3~ 1 

:..ating the na6es and ~ddressoc oi .th~ pe~s~:~c- in.vo·l=~od: 
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. . " ' ... 
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