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Referaence is made to your memoramdum, subject: Secret Inks
Uureau MI-8, dated 31 March 1952, All sources available to this
Agency have been examined with a view to locating documents having
a bearing on the subject. The material which is forwarded here-
with is all that has been found. It is doubtful that a "complete
of ficial record of this Secret Inks Bureau" exists anywhers or was.
even made. The only possible sourcesnot searched by this Agency
are the World war I files of the Mz.htary Intelligence Uivision,
Var Deparwment, Washington, D. C.

The mater:.a.l being furnished you may be retained normanently.
bzncerely,

| - /5/
3 Incls: WILLIAK F, FRIEDVAN
1. Extracts dtd 25 kay b5 Consultant
and 3¢ Jun 1919, :
? 2. Secret Ink Data (58 pages) .
3. Oojects of the Parcels Post
¢ Censorship (2 pages)
j% W.F.Friedman/eby/22 Apr 52
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FEB 50 95 0 Nov 47, whi bmybeused. 4 oro %
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6 : Mr. We Fo Frledman, Consultant, DATE: 31 March 1952
AFSA=00-T -
FROM : p & A Officer, CIA/AFSA, Room 1011-B, AHS

SUBJECT: Secret Inks Bureau of MI-8

l. This office has received 5 requirement from the Technical
Support Staff, SAD/CIA, for detailed information regarding the
Secret Inks Bureau of MI-8 during World War I, Available
references, such as Yardley'!s "American Black Chamber" and "War -
Department Annual Reports, 1919," Volume I, Part 1, page 329 have
been consulted.

2. We would appreciate receiving information on the location
of the complete official record of this Secret Inks Bureau, and
any procedures necessary to get permission to inspect the record.
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nSecret Ink Data", for your retention.

Forwarded herewith is a photostat copy of
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Extract from

9The Achievements of the Cipher 3ureau (IiI~8)
During the Pirst World War:
Documents by Major Herbert 0. Yardley?

Dated 25 May 1945

nsecret Inks,

"That the enemy was using secret inks for some of his communications
was knovm in a general way from a very early date. The first actual case
that cam® to attention, however, seems to have been that of a letter
written with invisiole ink in Modern Qreeck and brought across the Mexican
border in thoe snoe of an illiterate woman, This was developed by simple
processes in M. I. 8 but many suspicious documentsdid not yleld to treate
ment., Infamtion of a goneral nature was obtained fyrom the British and
the Fremnch concerning Cerman technique in this field, and after much corre-
spondence M. I. 8 was put in possession of all the knowledge of our allies
in these threa ways:

(a) By a voluminous report transmitted through Captain J. A. Powell,
who was sont abroad in December 1917 to establish liaison with our allies
in all mtters of this general natwre.

(b) By the visit to America at the expense of M. I. D. of Nr. Se W
Collins, onc of the best of the British experts in the detection of secret
inks. :

(e¢) By *hc vicit of Captain Emmett K. Carver of . I. 8 to Great
Britain and France for ctudy in the laboratories thers.

"lorrespondence and other rrelinminaries delayed for a painfully long
time the estavlishment of a laboratory in M. I. 8. This did not actually
take place until. the removal to 1330 F Street in July, 1918. The labora-
tory was, however, at this date able to function irmediately in highest
efficlency. Its record under Captain Carver - and in his absence, under
Lte A. Jo KeGraillP- is one of thorough equipment for any problem in its
field ard of great usefulness, On an average over 2000 letters per week
wore examined from July 1, 1918 to February 1, 1919.%

119, Lieutenant Colonel A. J. McGrail was the only member of MI«8 in
Washington who later also was a momber of the Signal Security
Agency in the Second lorld war. From 191 until his death on 30
April 1945 Colonel MeGrail was in charge of all work involving
gsecret ink and photography.®
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vBrief Outline of Work Covered by M., I. 8
for the Year Ending June 30, 1919%

Dated June 30, 1919

"Be= That the enemy was using secret inks for some of its
communications was known in a general way from a very carly date., The
first actual case that came to attention, howyever, seems to have been
that of a letler written with invisible ink in l‘odern Greek and brougit
across the Kexican border in the shoe of an illiterate woman, This was
developed by sinmple processes in li. I. 8, but many suspicious documents
did not yield to treatment. Int‘ormation of a general nature was vbtained
from the British and French concerning German technique in this field,
and after much correspondence direct liaison was established with our
allies, This resulted in the creation of the Secret Ink Bureau whiich
discovered some {ifty important secret ink spy letters that led to many
arrests., The Geruan spy activities revealed in these letters ranged
from the establishment of gubmarine bases to the destruction of munie
tion factories. 4n average of over 2000 letters per week were examined
until the lifting of the censorship."
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