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llMQRj'NDJll FOR JMJOB-GEJERAL CLAYTON BISSELL 
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through Br1ga~1er-General Carter w. Clarke. 

lffl)ICATIONS OF GEltMAN OFFENSIVE 

In answer to a request addressed by you to London on 

Christmas Day, a report has been prepared, and a copy is enclosed 

herew.1,th at ANNEX B. Sir Edward Travis, Director G.c.c.s., asks --- ,_ 

me to make it quite clear that this is an uno:ffic~~.l .a~~~~ia~E' 

Erepared ey G.~.~S~ Neither War Office nor Air Ministry are 

responsible for it and it should not be quoted in any communication 

addressed to them. Copies have however been given to D.M.I. and 

A.C.A.S.I. 

, There is also attached, at ANNEX A, a covering minute 

received by cable for.-transmission to you. 

comment by D.K.I. and A.C.A.S.I. 

This minute is a joint 

I am instructed by General Menzies to present it with the 

report to"'yoursel:f, Brig.Gen. Clarke and Colonel McCormac,, and to 
! 
; 

ask ybu, at the special request of A.C.A.S.I. to pass a copy to 
........... ,.._~ 

-- =-2 

Major General J.P. Hodges, A.C. of Air Staff, A-2. · - -

;~~r-1-,-~ 
H.'lt. O'Connor 
Colonel, G.S. 

_ .... ~ 
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.0. 13526 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF 

MLITARY INTELLIGENCE .DIVISION, G-2 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

• TIT .I\ l'KPHESENTATIVE. ft .... JIE.ADi 
~~wu·1~ NSA OPERATIO!'!S Bra>G 

:;_~[£.,, ,~i;_:;t,lYP\ ~l.~~~o\,blp .... >{~ 

Attached hereto are the papers .:. .. I'1)!1 T:ri;vis tl.rou:,{h 0 1Cl)m.oT. 
Please ,·:raft a letter 0f a~'rreciati.an t" be passed to Travis. 
I desire your reco:11:iPndat.ion rovardin~ pa1·u~l'e!)h nr I German Signal 
Intelligence, on page 22. After cl iscussion f)f pa.r:'\graph 2. 1 

page 26, with General Osmun, Colonel McCormack .and Genaral WeckP.rli.ng 
I rli?sire your recom, 1endation. " 

Incl 

... . • '"' .. .J. ; ;, ~ 

~;~.~---
c LAY~YrJfJ b lSSELT .. 
M<t: ·11\,.nr::nP-ral, GHC 
i~ • C • of S. , G-2 
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of many interpretations and clues were right. Do not ag_ree clear ·--• ............... . 
warning given as to date. A:ci with all post-mortems, value 11e·s in. 

lessons which can be extracted for future use. 

Seconds Such lessons from the report apply partly to H~Q.s· . 

1n charge of operations and partly to H.Q.s responsible for over-a11· 

watch on war. 

(a) 

*bird: We believe following lessons can be extracted: 

Inte1+1genc~ s~:ffs must_noU!.£21D! .£.:I-gid .... !J\. ~lle2.' t_~Jmillt§. _ 
tong period s!nce'"tfermaris1aunche<f an O?l'ensive pro'Cfuced 
tendency in this case. 

Cb>· !-:t~*~!.i~o~m-~~;r:*it~itX~~x!~rr~al~'°"~~~tr~*~~~i. ... ~. 
~1-re1fbrts· sudC:ess Novemoer IIIrea offensives 1n weaken- .. 

ing Germans, obscured German freedom to confine the bulk ·9.r .. 
, their reinforcements in men and equipment to the West. 

(c) Intelligence staffs must appreciate enemy_view o.f current 
Allied operations. In th:ts operation they failed to · 
realiee the extent to which Germans felt tree to use their 
reserves for an attack. · · 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

Germans 

Germans 
our bad 

' : 
how . · · ·~ 

have learnt f'rca us now to employ deceptive 11!8asure; 

are learning too much of our Order ot ·Battle :troll :~ 
wireless security. . ·:.~ 

~ 
~ 

Fourths Must point out that dispositions in Ardennes were f; 
-~ 

noted by Strong in his intelligence appreciation 1n his GAD/SH ·142 -~' 

' . *' of 13th December which contained a warning that a relieving atta~k: ~ 
' .· .... . ".t 

there should be expected if some o.r the excess or divisions were not J 

moved away soon. q,ep~!'al~. ID:"adle;i,,.and strgns •nlfll'll t:e.~ · _: ... ~I. 
agreed seve'\!11 t~ P_'!ce!J!b!l': _!;1!,a,t !!tt'!!!!t.!IJ. .• AA1~.! ~·&~ i 
cards. . .. J.•~,~~.~i 

l (j '; ~ L b it C I . ~ '. ·. ·. · . ":.!S:;>· . , · U l T ft A· · . . -, _ . . ::-: .. / ~-i 
·-· ..-·: .. . r:.·· ... ."_ :J..~. 
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Co~1y l\f O. I J. -
28. 12. 44, 

TOP StUha..• U.LTBA 
INDICATIONS OF THE GElllJ.AN 

OFFENSIVE OF DECEMBEil 1 944 

A. Source cx/rnss. 

I. G.A.F. Evidence. 

II. Army Evidence. 

III. German Signals •. 

J:V. German Signals Intelligence. 

v. German Security Measures, 

B. Other Sources. 

I. HITT.ER interviews. 

II. German Parachute O~erations. 

c. Some Conclusions. 
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rt is not the purpose of this pa:pel .. to indulge in 
wisdom after the e11e11.t, but to learn what can bo learnt. 

(1 ) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

A. Source 0X/I:C~3. 

It can be stated at once that~-

Source gave clear warninG that a coµnter-offQn§ive\ 
was coming, -} 

He alsv gave \7fli'llID8. 1 thowJ} at rather short noM.,ce~ 
of when it was coming. 

4F":JIP"•.•Wi; ll nw g ...... 

He did not give by any means unmistakable indicatio2:.:s 
of' where it was comingi nor, on the mifiiary sidb, 
(\"hicfi was the :importar.di side). of its full scale. 

due to new and elaborate dccc tions 

German planning, on· thf' other hand, must 11ave been 
areatly help;.;d by the inEiecu1 ... i ty of' certain Allied 
signals. On this point the.warnings of source 
were both timely and ample, but· in vain. 

TOP S£Gf,1=1 ·l:JLTRA 

l'(" "' ,, . 
~ n&·~~ 

'"" U-flt f~/l ,, ~ 
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I. G.A.F. Evidence. 

Jor st enc, 
YLTRA 

(a) Goner al 

The G.A.F. evidence shows that ever since the last 
week in October preparations have boon in _train to bring 
the bulk o:r ~hq Lut'tviaffe on to" airfields j.n the West. 

The evi_dence has al·aays tended to sh.m1 that any 
such Westward move would be in support or the Army. But 

· it has never been possible to infer the exuct nature or 
timing of the Army operation. 

J:t seems that the original plan wa~ set in moti~n 
._about when the fighter. uni ts were ordered to 
send a vonce c achrnents to the Hest. The actual uni ts 
nover came 1~1cst in iqovernbor, _but preparatio1is continued. 

B;v about :November·20 the urgency seems t• have disappeared 
ond a certa.in hesitation is seen ree;ardinB the role 
of' these f'i.£;11.:tors. 

About Nov. -25th a striking chaneo took place in the 
Conrroe.i1d and f1 ... cm December 1st all measures were conco1"ted 
for the ultimate deployment al'l.d o:coration of the f'it;hter 
clC'se-suppo1'"t force- ·to aid. the attaclt:. 

Evidence that the blow was imnine11t appearedf'rom 
about December tf'f""""'!1"ss:t'bl'Er'""eV1t!OllO'e'"'o'.r' 1tS tlmlfig anti = 
duration was a!so available (Pilot a/c corning :f'o1" "al>out 
14 days"). ' 

Evidence bf Ltrecise :120111t of attaclt was never clear. 
The two-Groups of "'a rrn<YS;-Tri'_tne_ACM~"-.:. ·rnm~~!tmar'Bnd 
FR.ANIQi'URT areas, flanked a very 111ide field extending from 
KOELN to LUXEMBOURG. 

It should be emphasised that, se far as the G.A.F. 
was concerned, at no stage between the end of October and 
December 16 was there any radical change in the general 
planning. Every addi ti.Jn was simiJly a further elaboration. 
Thero was nothing to· show any change in G.A.~. strategy. 
In :f'act, this unbroken sequence of.preparation over a period 
of seven weeks tended to conceal any changc·s 1n the plans 
of the Army, though it seems clear that Army intenti~ns 
must have differed c•nsiderably in early November from what 
they had become by mid-December. 

~titJ-=- akrtu""IF"IAilj J. d#{ lvtJi"f'MAc/'ft; 

(b) Details j/(L - '· r./er L"ttw1.1rie 
Fil"St date = 
date of document. 
Second date = 
date of TP. 

I 

,...i Jf· '; -=:.T349/42 
18/10 

J"'~ 20/10 

T350/20 
25/10 
27/10 

Summary- Comment 

S~n~e~ents of Pol1cY 

Statement ~f G.A.F. Policy to These two messages, 
Navy. Defence of' Reich must taken in conjunctim 
be chief concern, and therefore, explain the whgle 
so long as warfare on main .G.A.F. policy 
·:fronts remained otati9, armies tlu'oughout Nove_mber 
would b~ deprived of close support. 8.nd ~ight up·t~ 

. Rundstec'it 's -·att~ck 
JODL passed to C.-i!l-C. V~"E8T .tc~ision in December .. The 
of OKW. Preparations being mf'd~ by G~A.F. like tlie 
OKL to l/t1 ing u-p very st11 l'l'.le ~1.·ighter · Army's strategic 
f'mrc.es in event o'f: large All ed attack -

· in West. Transfer not possible at present, _ · 
f'oI' reason.s non.ne~tet'i. ~;rt th ·~oo:rrin? ~r; f'l~l~ · ,.,.. . 

'f A f) ~::ft P _FL~ T ___ _._ .... ":- - -
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T350/20" 
·25/10 
27/10 

T350/15 
26/10 
·27/10 . 

. T353/6o· 
29/10 

. 31/10 

T345/101 
31/10 
.1/11 

T3.62/38 
·7/11 
8/11 

T361/167· 
7/11 
8/11 

T366/35 
11/11 
12/11 

,.e 2 -rors · REF ID =•fi.f2-- .-yL TRA 
·. suimnarl Comment 

. . 
JODL passed to c.-in-C. 
WEST decision of OKW. 

_ .. Pre'Parations being made 

Rtindstodt 1s attack in 
December. · The G.A.F. 
like the Army's strategic 
rese~vc, would onl~ be 
commi iited Y1hen tho AI•my' s 
defensive position 

~: 

by OKL. -to bring up very 
strong ~ighter forces in 
event of lar·ge Al.lied. attack 
in West. ~2:'9J:iisl'"er not 
possible at present, for 

·reasons con..~ected with 
training and fuel~ ) 

:req_uj_rcd. Until that 
moment they would be hold 
back. 

Earlier Indications of Nature of o·qora.tion 

Luftgau VI wanted belp in 
etocking up 11 airfields 
\Yi th C3 for 11project in 
"first few days of November". 
500 cbm •. requested, as 
stocks were dispersed and 
could not be moved about 
for "SCHLAG.ARTIC'rEH Eii·TSJ.T3u 
( 11 lightning employment"). 
Allusion to "three operations" • 

Jagdlcorps I to run a TZ~7'r on l 
"ait• defence by do.y 11 on· 2/1 ·1. 
Kommodorcs of J"G. · 2 and JG. 26 
to attend, as well.as a 
representative of JI(. II. l 
JG •. 2Q quoted GOERING order 
that re-equipment or· all 

_fighter aircr~ft as fighter 
bombers must be possiblu 
within 24 hours. 

This seems to have been 
genuinely concerned with . 
air defence. Du1•ing 
November air opposi tj.on 
to VIII USA!~ raids to 
Con tr al GrJR!lf.ANY was 
stop:ped up. -

MftVG up of Fig~to.£.._Units 

· Jagdkorps I reported to 
Jagdltorps II equipment of 
21 day fighter Gruppen 
belonging to JG. 's 3, 4, 11,· 
27' 77' 300. 

Referring to Jagdkorps I 
of 4/11, JG. 11 reported. 
GRIESI-IEIE, BIBLIS , and 
BABE:NHAUSEH suitable 
aii'"f'iclds. 

JG. 27 advance detachments 
in COLOGNE area. 

T ! : e a . 

Clearly foreshadows 
operati~n en large scale 
under control of Jagdkorps 
II. Other iui'.orination 
sho\ved J"G. 1 and 6 also 
involved; that is, almost 
the entire German fighter 

) f.'orce. 

All advanced detachments 
moved up about 7-8/11. 
E.;::cept for JG. 4, JG. 3 
and JG. 27, flying clements 
did not follow until a.bout 
17/12. (I.o. not until 

l actual or>ening of offensive; 
cf. reference to "lirihtning 
employmont" ). 

l::J LT r-. "• · / T364/14 . 1, .• J 

.... ~ ...... ~·~·~:o,..-.;.....,.;,_ . ..;..··-•"""' ........ '"'-''~ ........ "'""'"""-............. ___ ._._ ........... _.....,.......,;...,...,..... ........ 1o1oo.....,.="" ..... ·-=.,...· .... · ....,,. ................. ...,.,.,..,,......"'"'=."-'"'"-·="""-=="""""·· .. ...,--==·--"'c'"""'==-===··===--=-====-~=·-=-=·~=-=-~=·=-··~=·=·-~·=·--=-··=--=·=·=·'· 
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T364/14 
. 9/11 

10/11 

· . T362/111 
. 8/11 . 

9/11 

·T361/2 
6/11 
7/11 

.. ···· ... ·· T361/1 
.. · .. 6/11' 

. 7/11 

T367/53 
12/11 
14/11 

. T374/76 
.19/11 
21/11 ' 

REF ID~ 
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Advanced detachment Stab 
JG, 6 to · QUAKENBRUECK. 

TWEi'i"'TE and STEEJ:.nKfIJK to 
be prepared for I and II 
JG. 1. 

Advanced detachments of 
JG. 77 arriving at short 
notice on airfields in 
DUESSELDORF area • 

Advanced detachments of JG.300 
and JG. 301 arriving sh01"'tly 
at a.irf'i.elds in the KASSEI~ 
district. 

First mention of an adv-ru1ccd 
detachment of JG. 3. 

.Locations of advanced dctncn­
mcnts of JG. 3 in-the 
STO:&JU.1IEDE ~rea. 

l
Thcse units 
dropped out 
scheme. 

subsequently 
of .the 

R367.(A)/14 Reference to dif::Licul tics 
9/11 at new operational location 

· 14/ 11 of JG. 4. 

T359/71 
4/11 
6/11 

T359/122 
5/1·1 
6"/11 

'I'360/32 
5/11 
6/11 

T379/39 
23/11 
25/11 

~ringing in of SG. L~ 

III SG. 4 to REir!SEHLEN. S(j, 4 had been oJ;Jero.ting 
on the North Rusa imi 
Front. It appears to 
have been withdrruvn t~ 
GERiiIANY o.bout 4/11 to 
retrain with a new anti­
tank woap~n, so as tc. be 
brought into operation 
with the fighter units. 
Suggests rr.ost strongly 
that tho coming·opcration 
would be closely connected 
with the Army~ (Soc alsp 
under ":Oilot Aircraft" 
below). 

Stab and II SG. 4 tc- move 
to UNTER~UHLAUERSBACH to train 
in bad-weather ground-attack 
and re-equip with "Panzcrbli tz" 
(on anti-tanlc weap"ln) and MB, 
for operations on Western front. 

Elements o~ III SG. 4 retraining 
at UBETi":CLD. 

Stab SG. 4 at GUET~RSLOH. 

/Hi~celloncous events 

I !J :I: Q :c o ... c-;~ ... u, 
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T367/31 
12/11 
13/11 

T367/125 
13/11 . 
14/11 

T369/56 
14/11 
16/11 

T371/41 
16/11 
17/11 

T374/100 
19/11 
21/11 

T375/122 
18/11 
22/11 

REF ID:A5~42 
-4- ~l:ILJJlA 

·llisce_llaneo~vnnts 12/11-27/!j_ 

JG, 77 asked for repairs t~ 
an underground fuel-installation 
urgently required for "special 
~ontingcncy kno·wn to you". 

JG, 11 states that a:rrrmging of'. 
quarters by advru1ced dctachmonts 
oµ their mm rcspol1Sibility is 
forbiddcn 1 as endangering 
sccrocy·.· 

Pightcr units in West not to use 
Gcschwader badges or unit 

. marltings. 

Luf tgo.u ~:rv orclcr (bai:wd on 
J_,uftflottc Reich or•der o1' 14/11 ) ~ 
~erviccability of airfields 
int·endcd fo: .. l:>ringing up of. 
fighters to be reported d~ily. 

.A.R. c. DELr1.El'THOTIDT orderGd worlt 
on o.i~ficld def'cnccs to bu ha.l tcd 

··at once till completion of 
.airfields for "fighter o::_)<.:l"'O.timw 
V'BSTa. 

.waPning f1 .. om G.11.. F. Commoncl vr.msT· 
to Fla.le to e:;,:pcct appearance of 

··strongish fighter force~ in 
Western GD11Ml~UY. 

) 

An example of the 
olriqo1 ... o.to se0uri ty 
r1rcc11utiono 
throughout. 
These surnJ:c~ 
oft'cnsivc rµthor 
·than do fens i vc 
Intention. 

Obs·curc, :. Looltod. at 
tha timo as if things 
wcrt::1 about tcr begin; 
but ·-:n~ ovic1c:mcc. of' 
move 'up of ui·j.i ts • 
Order may have lkcn 
duo to Amnricm.1 
A1•my o.ttac!·:s -

-------··· T372/16. 
18/11 

. . . 
Above passed en by Luf\;gau. :~IV. 

e. p1 .. ccautionH1"~'" 
warnir g in c r.: 13 c 
f'i:;;ht.ers ht:tcl tn bo 
UGOd p1•omatU.l"'Oly. 

' •,I 

18/11 

T375/119 
21/11 
22/11 

T381/23 
25/11 
27/11. 

GOERI'.N·G doc is ion. Fight~~ 
aircra:rt intm'l.ded for oporo.tions 

· in the rJest not to bo cg:µi!lped 
with ~1 r:. T. C. n These hm-rover 
to ··be Jccpt ready. 

Rc-cq_uip:Ping v1ith "E. T.C." of 
. :f'ighter uni ts intended for 

operatior1s in the West and 
for employment as fighter 
bombers mtist be possible ,.,,i thin 
24 hours. 

) 

I 

This order and tho 
ric:;rt i .. cflcct a certa:in 
hesitation about this 
date - whe; then .. 
fighters to be used 
as such or not. 
Perhaps earlier plan 
was hanging f"iI'C as 
serious break-through 
by Allies came to 
socm unlikely. 

Last ton days c~ 
November pocsibiy o. 
replanning sta,':.t.: 
during which eo;.-::rd:;or 
of:t'61nsive hatched. 

Tut·· JL~··'-· . u ~ T r~ ;V ~373/8 

····-·--··. 
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!r37"' /8 
18; .1 
19/11 

T.:175/80 
.. · /94 

./120 
20•21/11 
22/11 

T378/83 
24/11 
25/11 

T379/60 
25/11 
2b/11 

T381/43 
26/11 
27/11 

T379/86 
25/11 
2E>/11 

T380/87 
26/11 
21/11. 
T383/95 
30/11 

_ __iQ/11. 
T390/22 
5/12 
6/12. 
T390/14 
5/12 
6/12 

e 
Advanced det~richment of a 
n. 27 un:i.t 1 moved from the 

KOELN ~ .. ~'~:·: .. ~-~'~l~. 
·",•;:,':,·~,f.%~::;,-: . 

JG. 27 fl~ing units moved up 
to tho ACHMER area, 

JG. 4 was operational and 
receiving orders from 5 J'D. 

"Auswertung" being set up 
for III SG. 4 at KIRRLACH. 

III SG. 4 at KIRH.LACH. 

Switch of JG. 27 mar 
nls• r·efloct this · 
hesitation. If thin~s 
wcro not to happen soon, 
it might be better to 
pull JG. 27 out of the 
exposed KOELN airfields. 

) Reason not clear. · They 
remained quiescent Wltil 
attack began. As 
tn:pericmccd close-support 
units the~ ma~ have 
been !ntended ~s n readily 
available ~eservo in case 
of broalt:-through by 1 or 
9 Armies. Unlike all · 
other unite coming up; 
JG. 27. had only been 
nwa.y from Jagdlcor1)s II f'c;>r 
about 3 "Vmcli:s; ·­
consequently its return · 

.cannot be evidence of an 
in"vontion at this date to 
ise1nf'orce th(.' front at 

· onco· Oh a lw:.• go scale. 

Bringing into operation •f 
JG. 4 and III SG. z.., about 
th1s date \Vas probably 
premature and a reaction 
to sucoossas of 3 and 
7 Al"'m:l.es. 

,_·'".,\ 
. .· 

•:· 

Al te(~!¥~~: !~ar~;1~0~~mt~~)and : ;·,::·;;::~:·:', ;,.,;. 
Fliegordivision 3 wi thdl:ta,wn 'lhese ·~~~t· ~significant, 

" I., 

from 011orntions. They. resul tdd in setting-

F. 1 23 and its uni ts suboramsr.eJ 
to Jagdkorps II. 

I KG. 66 subordinate to 
Jagdkor-ps II. 

Battle Unit IIALLEHSLEBEN 
sub. to JK. II. 

KG. 51 sub. to JK. II. 

TOP s c (. 

up ,a· very powerful close­
su];lpor'(: command, Jagdkor:ps 
IIt . controlling the bulk 
of the"German fighter 
~orce and all b~rnbing, 
ground-atte.cl< and night 
ground-attack forces in 
the West, Fighters were· 
controlled through1two 
subordinate commands, 
Jafue Middle Rhine and. 
Jagddivision 3. Jai'ue 
Middle Rhine prcviousl~" 
only in contrul of night­
righters a11d subordinate 
tr. 3 JD. Jagddiviaion 3 
in cont~al &f strategic 
dny and night fighters. 
G.A.F. Ccmmand WEST reta:ined 
c~ntrol only ot the long­
distmice Ar.234 recce a/c. 
In ~act, this recreated the 

/old 

. _ ... ·. ·- .. --- _ ·-·-·---...:..·~~- -~·-· ~· · ..;..;·e...,--· -· ..,.· t....irtilillll·C•· -----· -· . - --...--""""·~__,,....-_, ... ~ ........ ---·-------· 
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T381/12 
23/11 

. 25"."'7/11. 

T384/47 
29/11 
1/12 

T387/53 
2/12 
.3/12 
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JG. 4 and JG. 2 v.G.ded to 
signals list of Jafue 
Middle Rhine. 

JD. 3 return of atrengths 
of JG. 3, 'JG. 27, JG. 26. 

First return of day-fighter 
strengths by Jafue Middle 
Rhine to Jagdlcorps II, 
covering JG. 2 and JG. 4. 

TOP "'£Che. l1lTftA 

~ 
~ld G.A.F. pattern o~ 
Luftflo"f!te - Flicgcrk.or,ps, 
normal dul'ing the phae e 
of German offensive. . 

5 JD. remains outside the 
plan, showing t~at, 
Vlhex ever opex-ation might 
be intended, at least 
the extreme South of the 
front was excluded. 

• 

Type of PreRarations beins made 
by tf?iits ih ea.'1'.'lY December 

T384/16 Return of stocks of "E.T.C." 
T386/33 by I and III JG. 11. Returns 
29-30/11 quoted a reference of 26/10. 

. 30/11-2/12 

T398/53 
12/12 
15/12 

Jafue Middl o Rhine reported 
on trai:i.ing in "hcming flight" 
in JG. 4, JG. 2 and.JG. :1. 

R.396/.A/15 On 2/12 and 3/12, III JG.26 
5/12 carried out 4 pr~ctice fl1ghts 
13/12 in low-flying attack. 

T399/30 Return .of "E.T.C." by Jaf'ue 
· 14/12 Middle Rhine covering I, II, 
15/12 III and IV JG. 4 and I, II 

and lII JG. 2. 

l 

Insist!nce on bomb-release 

) 

gear and low-level attack 
agaiz:i points ·to army , 
co-operation. · 

Mentif'n of' Pilo.t Aircraft 
led to misinterpretation. 
Zielflug was thought to 
be praot~ce for inter~ 
oeption, as mi previous 
occasions. rn fa.ct, it 
is here used to meei1 
attack~ on gro•md tal'gets. 

T384/47 
·29/11 
'1/12 

ChronologY·EaI'lY Decemb~~ 

JG~ 3 airc!'aft in STOERMEDE 
area. 

'· 

·R.384/.A/84 Courses for National~ 
30/11 Socialist Leaders in Luftgau 
1/12 VI 3-16/12 cancelled owing 

to 11·impending special 
opera ti 0n 11 • 

. " 

This now has an obvious 
significance but the 

;. ' 

. . .. 

context is comparati'Ve;J..y "· · .~ 
trivial and· it w.as ·" ,• · 
impossible to attach its . . . ". ~ 
true valu~ t4 it owing 
to Gorman abuse of · · 
language. No doubt 

. "special operation"- ~ailed· , 
to ring· a ball. · -· ... .- -; 

.·:: . ' 

. .- .. · ~ >. ·i 

. 1 ... 
l 
• 

. . 

1ir 390/56 · \: ·· .... · ·:-, .- 1 

TO p SEC i, ~ • H lTRA- . : : : : :';.'.1•::f~1 .. 



T3Q0/56 
2/ 2 
6/12 

. R.398/C/77 
12/12 
13/12 

T390/26 
2/12 
6/12 

T388/13· 
3/12 
l+/12 . 

T392/62 
4/12 
8/12 

T389/3 
4/12 . 
5/12 

T393/18 
8/12 
9/12 
T389/11 
4/12 
5/12 
'T395/65 
10/12 
12/12 

T397/79 
13/12 
14/12 
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G.A.F. Cornmnnd WEST to 
Luftflottc REICH, Gen. Obe1"st 
STUI:'IP~~. "Enlargement repeatedly 
asked for of the DOPPELimPI1f.REIS 
extremely urgent. Non-
c otn})lia.nc c with request cnn 
have unpredictable ccnoe.qum1ces n. 

Obc1"st von l~ICHTE arriving 13/12 
o.t nest ru1d Re:;."'i tting f3taf':L' 16 
for DOJ?PELKOPii'-SPIEIJEH. FRgnr 

'~ .... . tJLTRA 

DO:OJ?ELKo:;:iF ( 11 do ubl u 
head") is also a c~rd 
gumo. On 15/11 the:ro 
was also a Rc:ihmy 
:!tovemcnt DO:?Pil:LIWPF 1 
npparcntly :)ii.X't ot: a 
Garnes rrnriu8, since it 
includ1,;d a 11·.11IS'l.111 • 

:Eiu"t thi3 seeL::: rnerae 
coiL.cidonce. Jt j,s 
possible in rGiros~oct 

to be informed. to i"'nncy meaning:.; :t"'or 
DOP::?ELK0:'?1'1 the ·OTJcro.tion 
(e.g. attack by trm Pz. 
v.rrnic:::;). · But thi3i:C. is nc, 
evidcnee that tho 
ordinary moanin~ plnys . 
any more part with 
DOPPELKOPF the -;pu1•ntion.. 
than with DOPF1i.i.1KOPF 

Luftgau XI to report by 5/12 
barrel requirements for otocking 
UP. for 11 I11ighter Ops. \'!EST". 

Luftgau VI to report to Luftflottc 
.ftEICH on mcas111"0S to.lrn11 for 
tochnico.l su9ply of units that 
had 0.1 .. :;."'ivcd i'or ops. in the Vfcst. 

the Railway Hovcmout. 

?yrotccrmics u~od as visual lThis fits in uith the 
navigation a.ids to be stored at pilot-aircraft technique, 
obscrvc:r poets. Instructions ace below. 
how to use them. 

All Kormnodores and Kornrno.:ndeure 
of day righter Goschwader 
except JG. 300 and JG. 301 to 
attend conference at Jagdk~rps 
II H.C). beginniri.g 5/12. 

)Very signif~c~1. t, 

l
Jagdkorps II is G~.ving 
ardors to mi.its formerly 
under Jngdko~ps I. 

Advanced Detachment II SG. 4 
arrived IaRTORF. lParaJ.lol to move up of 

fighter adva.nccd·dotachnul!s 
about 7/11. . 

Vfllon b1•otight up, JG. 11 to go )Minor swi toh •f 
to BIBLI:3, ZDLLlIAUSJim, and )clestinntion, in same area 
GROSSOSTH:!:IE. 10.s bcforu •. 1tysterious at · 
Referring to Jagdkorps II rnnstor~time, but later pilot-
ordor of 1/1 G' unusually aircraft documents showod.-. 
stringent security regulations .it r.cfcrred to tho 
governing briefing of' III JG.3 ~operation, as a whole. 
and subsequent movumcnts of ~ 
crews. , 

Luftgau XIV asked i~ LIPP~, 
AILERTCHEN, and BREITSCHEID 
were still required for JG.27. ~

'A hint that JG.27 always 
intended to return 'to the 
KOELN area and only moved 
North to cnncret0a 
airfields as a temporary . 
measure when, nbout 20/11, 
immediate employment; . 
seemed unnoccssr:r!'y. 

/T399/74· 

T 0 p s [ch L I tJ L.J .RA.~ 
. ,/:• ·.· 

., 

. •. 

· . ··•. 
l 
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T398/74 
14/12 
15/12 
T399/58 
15/12 
16/12 

T389/7. 
4/12 . 
5/12 

T400/94 
T402/7 
15-16/12 
17-18/12 
T397/7 
12/12 
13/12 
T398/78 
14/12 
15/12 
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Order from 3 JD. ta JG.1. 
Gl'll1:>pen to m•ve up. This 
order was distributed as 
low as Gruppen, owing t• 
urgency. 

III SG. 4 to transf cr to 
KIRTORF as soon as weather 
allows. · · 
First st.rcngth return oi' ,Jafuo 
Middle P..hine covering stab 
and I SG. 4 ZIEGElffiAIH 1 II SG. 
4 KmTORP, and III OG. 4 

. Kmill.u\CH. 

First movement of units 
prior to tae oporation •. 

) SG. 4 concentrating in 
area of ·KoELN for 
operations as a Gaschwade~ 
Shcus opcration;J in the 
South of third Gruppe .. 
wore outside gonorei plan • 

Intruder Operations by NJG.4 

I, II and III l•lJG. !t- to collect 
"window".. (To be in possession 
ot Gruppon at all costs by 
9/12). 
I and III NJG. 4 report 
arrival of window. 

NJG. 4 specifies airfields 
in HOLLA1"D for underttJ.cings 
ROPER w.d BARKER. 
ROPER shown to be an intruder 
oper~tion dire~te~ against 
Bomber Crmmand. 

Only loosely connected 
with the main scheme, 
and not very rovau.1.ing 
at the tirno. 
The most thut these 
preparations showed was 
that the G. : .• ~;t ~ wns 
becoming more offensive. 

BERTIE 
R.394/A/13 An o./c fuel column moving from 
8/12 OBERN'BtmG to ESCHBORU and 

This is a scheme tA 
prrwidc mobile G •. A. P. 
servicing unit~,preoumably 
for aircraft makina 
emergency 1a.J.dinga, in · 

11/12 then on, undGr keyword· BERTI~. 

BERTIE issued on 14/12, unita 
from A.R.O. 's KOELN Ellld 

the tactical area. 

T399/21 
14/12 
15/12 ALr.'.iELO to report at ALTEliKIRCHEN. 

T400/49 
15/12 . 
16/12 

T388/77 
4/12 
5/12 

T389/64 
4/12 . 
b/12 

BERTIE unite left GIESSEH and 
ETTI;·TGJI!.UGEN. 

The Pilot Aircratt 

16 pilot aircraft and crews 
to be provided by NJG.101 for 
II and III JG. 11 and I, II 
and III JG. 2, all in 

· FRANKFURT area. 
2 night-fighter crews tc be 
allotted for about 14 days as 
pilot aircraft for I, II, III 
and IV J~. 4~ I JG. 11 (all 
:i.n FRANIG.i'URT aroa) and I, II 
anc;l III SG. 4 at ZIEGEJilHAIM, 
KIRTORF, and KIRRLACH. 

r o r s E c , .... ,__ u L r r~ -~ . 

This is the most revealing 
of all. Air Ministry at 
first on 6/12 connected 
it with large-scale 
interception of strategic 
bombers, but SG.4 was 
hard to explain away even 
then. Lator reference to· 
low-l<3vel flight and · 
neuto mnrldng showed the 
pilot a/c must uo in·tcnded 
to assist large f'o1·1!1t.tions 
of .i'ightora and fj._:::Jyt;o1"­
b«1mbers to ;"·ct o:f'1' an.i 
find their target aroa. 
Firm connnents were sent te 
this effect about the 
fighters as soon as· the 
neccH.~snry indications lvere 
avniluble i.e, on 14/12. 
Sue below. /!t .. 



T390/29 
5/12 
6'/12 

'T391/78 
4/12. 
8/12 

T398/1 
12/12 
14/12 

.T399/31. 
13/12 
15/12 

T396/30 
8/12. 
12/12 

T398/30 
.9/12 
14/12 

T399/l.i.4 
8/12 
15/12 
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It \'ias on l+/12 tha·b ·.L 

2 nlght-fi~hto1·; crevrs ,. to · 
ensu!"c asseml)ly of st!'ong 
dE-1.Y.-t'ightcr :corma'ti<111s in 
bad woatl.1.or, sent to I 3 
II fllld III JG. ·1 in nor~L},1TD .. 

2 Ju. 88 crewe 00.ch .ri:o '.l 

number cf Rirf ields covorin~ 
units mentioned abova, v1us 
JG, 6, 3 1 '?.7 1 2G Flnd 55. 

Amend.monts to 11 Jagdkora:>s rr· 
master 0%'c1Ul' or 1/12. PlaI'O 
cnrtridgaR to bo tirod upm1rd 
when flying rt t lo\{ lovel. 
Pilot ai~crnft to paes on to 
for-matii:>ns ·oeing J od any o~dor 
for reonll. Ro:f'oronoP- ·to 

) 

SG. 4, till then ~:i1our.,ht 
to be on t 110 Rul'Jshtl-L 
Front, w&a seen -'ii·:J "be 
joining the rest of t l!o 
Goschvmdcr• in tho Vloet. 
It was nlso on ·4/12 that 
we hacl the f'irst indicat:kn 
.that II :::~G, L~ \"IS.a C'!OtH:l.ng 
on to opc1'11:1.tiotl llf1,or re­
ti•c.fa11:n,g. Conc.entro.tion of" 
a w~1clc spccio.l.l.sod j.¢ounC: 
attack GGBchwa.tlul' nt this 
junct11pe ct0~.r.1y sh•mOd 
that things woro r.Iov1ng. 

"Northern" snd irsouthet-11'' 
groups. 

Theao "groupE It c:011rJ:tles s 
rei.'ot' to c.Tu.tuo t'!J.ddlO 
Rhine and 3 Jagddiviaion. 
Thef: ar,q the· o··i~LJno.icatm 
o'f he intcnCl·od .PE. aroa 1 · 

nnd ihcm i;oSi,I'ot·1;t::,1J~~~ · 
Moro amondrnonts to master ora.oza me - only t~..Pl.:.~J.£ 
ot: 1 /1 2, dealing with drill f'or Sout,h o':f: l;t\I$"VlEJ.fil!l....1..~ • 
formation take-off with pilot excluded. 
ai!'craft 121 darkness and 
mnrking ot :raoute with ligJ,,ts. J 

~NlTE. Al;rf.!£.ld ;·id f'.~ta.,chutists 
~7ehr1:rcis VI V·lishcd to provont 
use of SENlYSE airtiolds ·by 
G.A.r., o~ which an advanced 
detachmont had ar1 .. ived. 

RUlIDSTEDT ga:"VO ClllI>hutic 
orders to 1Nohrkrois VI to 
allow G • .A. ::?. Command 'tiEST 
to UGC SENNE 1 and 2. 

$EI·nm 1 proscri bod as take-off 
airricld for a unit connected 
with 'rI'ansport Ccnnmnd .. 
Nearby airriclds listed as 
intermediate fuelling-point.a. 

'This was not graspea·· in 
its full. si~11ficanoe till 
tho rnozanine of 1 6/1 2, when 
on ELGAR message dealing 
with a large scale J~.52 
.ovoration :nade 1 t .ull 
clear. 'l'lle only 
intelligence qn the 
subje3ct wl1ich could 
however tie up SEI~TE with 
par~chutists only came in 
on the evening ot· the 1 5th. 
(T399/44). The wholo of . 
this int.elligenae was 
sianallod. V.J'I!Y fast ~ .. 
its truo ~crspcctive, on . 
. the 16th 1. e. b·~>fo!'e . tho 
parachute drcp lli.l t:t.:.c · 
17th but n:rter ·thu l:i.·G.l\R · · 
warning OJ."'"ld canoollo.t~.on 
of a Ju. 52 oyoration 1n 

)the early hours of 16th. 

. TOP SEC he• ULTRA 
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' ••~J "001ff3~v1:-+l.!4' -u \.I h ..... l:JLTHA I: 
. II. J ... rmy Evideno e • 

(a) General. 

Recapitulation of Geno1"al Si tu.nt·icn 
Be:f'o1"e

1 

the C
0

ounter-Off'e11si VO ____ ._.. ___ ~-----~----~~~~-

/1.fter the German rout in li'IUJ~CE and BELGIUM, when Alliod 
logistic difficulties permitted a stabilisation of the Germru1 
f'ront, HITL~a made up his mind to hit back. 

. i~or this he pushed on i!he ncv7 co.J.1-up and planned a 
strategic armoured reserve. 

. After the f o.ilurc at 1...iU:l'HEIM; the qcrmans,, though still 
watching this sector, appreciated that the grontest thror. t 
was t(a: KOELI\f. It was reasonable therefore to npp1"ocia~c 
that the move of the armoured rcs0rve to comT,>loto its rest 
and ref'i t in the KOELN sector wns a precaution ag:::d.ns t on 
attack there, which did in fact tali:e place. 

At the opening of this attaclc, which was concent:::•a.tucl 
on the drive for KOEI .. N, but covered the whple fronts o:i:~ 
American 3 :.md 7 Armies as well as of tho French Army, 
German dispositions rmre as fetllcv1s. 

Hceresg1•uppG "H" contrelled 15 Army, 1 Farn. Arm;y-: 
Armee Abt. CHRISTI!JTSEH (ex C.-in-C. IrETHEI~LAUDS), ru:cl A:i.'HlCO 

Abt. KLEFFEL (a new-comer f'rom the BALTIC). Thii:J f'ront 
was thinly held and tho Hoe1"csgruppe contrclled n~ J.r111C'•tro:.l 
or PG. Divisions. Tho state of tr.Lo tv:ei parachute divh~!.ona 
refitting was n't exactly lmown. There \7ere not in Ell'lY cmrn 
sufficient divisions to explain the presence of a opard 
Armee .Abt. Start". One possible explanation was tl1at it 
would control the development of the defences of th~ l<.hinc 
Brid.gcheac.1s in tho group rear-area. But this wee not 
convincilj,IJ F.l!l.d its prosenc·e may be• called "Riddle Number 1 ". 

Hec:rcsg1"uppe 11B" 1 in tho lcoy scctol", controlled 
5 Pz. Army and 7 J~rmy, with 6 Pz. Army in J:•escrve. Besides 
infantry ru.1d Para. Di viBions, 5 P::~. 1.rmy had .3 Armoured and 
2 PG •. Divisions in lj.no or in tactical reserve. BY stuliborn 

-righting, helped by the vmathe1", 5 PE'nzcr Army had managed 
to mal<:e the :~lliod offensive slow· nnd costly. Ultimately :tt 

~as appreciated by both sides that the control of the ROEH 
waters was :the key· to further advnnce, At the time qf the 
counter-offensive the Germans still had this contr~l. 

7 Army covered a much longer front, thinly held nnd 
mainly quiet, with pressur1J only on its ri~t wing. :j:t had 
one Armoured Divisicn. 

6 Panzer Army consisted ct that time of 4 Armoured 
Divisions, 

Then ccrtE..in changes in German dispositions l:>ecamc 
ft.1.dent. Panzer Army 5 :f'adod f'rorn view. IiB se~tor wan now 

-r- reported under Gruppe MAHTEUPFEL (hitherto G, O, c. 5 :rz • .t.l'i··:Y). 
This implied an up-grading and so possibly a roinforcc11;· ··. ;; • . 
in what was a "Schwerpunkt" sector. Thon elements of 15 .. l.·r.·i;/ 
started being idontif icd in Gruppc H./ .. NTEUii'~-1EI.1. This 
cr.iincidcd with evidence that 15 .:~rmy's T.1?. cHll-sign was being 
used on the line to 5 Pz • .f.rmy. It. wns :possible to assume 

/that 
-.i ;) d ~ . . I JI I: T p A." ~-r-tvHJr'--,os-i:t~.vv~l~c~ .. ~ . .....-~""tf~~T~t~\~Mi--
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that 15 ·Ai-•my \;·as relieving 5 Pz .. :~rmy, which had been 
tcmpoi"'arily up-til"adod to a G1"'uppo, while it ho.d clemento· 
of t 1;rn Armies ui1<101"' it. For reasons to be stC1.tcd ln.tul"', 
some interpretations "needed" another Army r.;·tnff further South. 
Thus a relief was suapcctcd. But German camouflage blnr1:-ed 
the evidenco, mak:in~ the relief (if' J:•olicf th.ore waa) sc.:em more 
gradual. than tho truth. This was "Jd.ddlo Humber 2 11 • 

It ·was, however, por::isiblc, on tllo thoo.t•y that 1!) ;~r·:ny 
was gradually wi thdl•mifing 1'r•orn Hccrosgi-•np:)c I-I, to eolvo 
"Riddle Number 1 ", fci• a cloa1• function \"iO.S imrnod.io.tcJ.y 
found for Armco .t".bt. KLEPli'EI in itE.1 plnco. 

There were trrn viows of'. the poasiblc destination of 
· Pz. Army 5.. One favoured the neighbourl1.ood of' 7 Army, v1lwro 
five new V.G. Divisions were rcncrtcd arriving f:".'cm GERHAI::-Y. 
7 Army, thoueh on a mainl;y C]iliot fl"'ont, contl:dned divisiono 
that were exhausted, pa1"t:Lm:!..a.r·ly those en tho right flan!:: 
South Pf 1.ACHE:N. It vma plausible that 5 Pz. A1~:.ny ·.:nir;ht 
bo neodcd to l"'Ost And i•cf j_ t e.ny of tl1.ose o.i't•~r thelr• .1'.'C.llnf 
by the new a1•rivals. The objection was that this wcr.1u b·.; 
wasting a Panzer· Staff'. In any case, this thco1•y ··:t:s :1'':"0 :; 

hold strongly, nox• widely, nor f'cr lone;. 

The arrival of 
Number 3". The fact 
here cut ·both ways. 

_) 

tho fi vc new V. G. Di v:i.sicns vms 11H.1.dc:lo 
that t:...;.a fulios ·were kncwn tt:J be weak 

This brin~s uo to A1"'my G1•01i}.) "G". It had originally 
controlled 1 and 19 Armies. With two Pz. and two PG. D.LVisions, 
1 Army had been "i:>earing tho "brunt of ?f.~~r.roN' s atto.clc. 
19 Army had been :r..•educcd to a bridgchco.d. Ii; containc,1 no 
armour. Then c.-in-c. u:in>or Rhino (appn.1·critly I·IIMtn,,r:.u 
himself) took over connnand not only of V'lest V!all clcfcmc<..s :Snst 
of the Hhinc, but er ·19 !a"!ny as well. La tor Heereagrnr1·0 
Upper Rhino was identified. This left Hecrosgruppc 11 G11 rd.th 
only 1 ~· ... rmy U..."ld · Grl.ippo FOEI!NE ( u:n enlarged Ccr9s sec.:·t;or). 

Hc1"e if ru1ywhorc was l"com f0r rJ. nc::w Panzer J ... rrny. 
Uoreover it would be :f'arriliar grm.md f'or Punzcr Army 5. 

'The appearnnce of new Plnk Division supported this. 

Such wn.s the picture trhon Wireless Silence was 
ordered :Lor all SS. Uni ts (including specifically some 
of those in Pz. Army 6). · 

We Nere uncertain nbout the Higher Ccmml:lnd in ~no 
North. We ·were hoping ·to brenlc the impasse in the 1V .. CI-IDrT 
Sector by an asaaul t on the n.o~!IT?. dams. We were n0t unduly 
worried about the ar1"'iVn.l of 5 V.G., ncn-o:f'fensivo divisions 
behind 7 Army. We had driven 1 1'..rmy back "'l1 to . the woo ·t Vlall 1 
but were still exerting enJugi~ pressure to justify tho 
arrival of a new Pz. Army Staf'f'. 

"Riddle Number 4 11 (HIMM.LER as c.-in-c'. Upper Rhine) 
could be connected with rep~r·t;s of trouble in the Black Forest 
and of discord between various Germon authorities, and· with 
the need to organise a static def'ence en the Upper Phine. 

. . 
By nctv1 the str•ategic armoured reserve was clearly 

on the move, but it comprised only :f'our divisions nnd +.~1nro 
were no direct clues to its operational nrea. Other nrr.1cll.r, 
which proved lat<n.. to be available, \"las belioired to bu j_n 
tactical rathci" than strategic reserve. It had n"lt been 
concentratoa. Lt moat two other. 1;rmourl3cl Divisions wc.ro 
available in GDHI :i~iIT. 

l OP . . . 
ot.'='•·· /Meanv1hile. 

- -- - --------- -------
' ... 

-, 
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.Meanwhile our two throats to GERMANY ·(HODGES and 
PATTON) lV~re both ternporarily blunted. This was not therefore 
the· time to use 6 "Fz. Army as a coUJ.1.tor-o.ttack force, u:1less 
we seriously threatened the ROER dams. Its moveraid not seem . 

'D:ecessarily to imply inuned:te:'te·-o:ction. t"·· .. ~·· 
·~ 

We were tantalisingly near the truth, but the German 
camouf'lago of formations just sufficed its end. 

·.r. 

(b) Details 

],i'or an explicit statement that an off'ensi ve was. being 
planned in tho Wost cno must. go to tho BAY series. (Occ Section .;s). 

The Jap3llese Ambassador nf.'tcr into1 .. viows with IiITLER and · 
RIBBENTROP (BAY/;~L 119 I 152, BAY/HP 113) reported that H!~aJJi;~ ~ 
intoncled en ofi'onsive in the r:est, to ti1kc place ill ;:rovc1·.·'.J.:.1 .... 

Source, however, did Drovidc detailed evidence fer 
the steps by which HITLER 's ordcn"' Yras implemented: 
(a) the form~tion of the strildng force, (b) tho rco1•t;a11i;J!·ttion 
of the chain of command. · 

. . 
Evidence for tho foJ?mation of the strilcilig :Loree was 

given in dei;ail, from the orders for sotti11g-up of Panzer 
Army 6 on 18/9 up to the imposition of wireless silence for 
SS. formations on 10/12. · 

The reorganisatlon of the.chain of command took 
place und~r a cl~ud of false names and cover-plvnning • 

. The only previous p·1ralle1 (apart fi•om the ul tr<i-SCcr•ct 
world of flying bombs ond rockets), and that on a :rmch n.01•e 
modest scale 1 was the GermEl.1"1 occupaticn of HUNG;.ny in 
March 1944. This reorganisation involved the switch ~f 
15 Army from North HOLLAiID to the .c"..ACHE!T area in orcJ.01., to 
free 5 Panzer Army; tho f'oi .. mation of a new .25 :.rmy ~;o· tDko· tI1e 
pj.ace of 1 5; mid the bringing up of both 5 and 6 Pmu;er 1~rrnies 
betvmen 15 and 7 .:.rmiei::;. In addition f'our ccrps staf't'a 
(67, 85 Infa:ntr·y,. 47 and 58 Pm1zer) were made available for · 
the· offensive by withdra.win$ them from the line, and two · 
Corps staffs· (53 ond ~ELBERJ nero brought up from othe1 .. fronts. 

The clearest indi.cations frorr. source for tho area. 
fi"om which the off'onsive was to be launched came :Lrom 
messafies icalin6 ".Ii th train movcmento. (Seo seo1J:an 3/~ belov~·. ) 

The ,fact. that Allied wireless insecurity permitted 
the Germans to :L'orm a substc.ntially acci.trate picture of: th~ 
Allied line-up in the sector 8outh of J~ACHEli is made abundantly 
clear by the Y Service ropcrts quoted.below. (Goe Section on 
German Signals Intelligence). 

Finally some minor points should be mentioned. 
The,forrr.ntion of n special unit for operations in the West 
was noted by sou~cc, and the existence of the unit, Panzer 
Bri.gal'\e ~ 50, as well as its connection with SKORZEl'TY, was 
spotted; the .connection of the unit with the rperation, 
however, was not recognised until it was met in the .fja10J 

f fj .,., h 1·. \ U 0 I; •. 
/A series 

lJ LT;! A 

. ..,,,,r··-



! . , 
. . . . 
·~ .. •. ·. 
; ·.· ... 
,.. 

. . . . . 

.. '· : 

REF ID :A55fftJP "EC f~ L" 
. ' f:ILTftA -13-

. A s0ries of messages· from 7 l~z·my in late November 
e~ly December underlining the wenkcncid condition of its 
formations may have helped to set the minds of Alliod 
planners at rest a.a ip a11y Gcrmroi threat frcm the i.u:rnMBOURG 
sector.-

:potential c;dstod, and ·e;o.vo J1ints ~~s to tho time and, lcse 
. . To sum up 1 sou:r.•ce mad...: plnin thnt a \Jorr.m ... '1 of'fcnsi ve:; \ 

c·lonrly1 the plnce of the o::.:.':i:cnsivc, Viuv.od ii'~ the lifub:_.°i! •.. 
o'! -~·vh~~· .~~§.. J.:i.fl:PPPµ~d, these hints occm sufficiently pfnin;· 
but iil10 picture as it now appcaro is n:')t the one which 
developed from day to duy • 

1 , Formu ti on 9 f striking r. o:i co •. 

A. Rest and Refit cf 6 ri~mx 

.Ref'. 

T320/33 
. 18/9 

27/9 

. ' 

T328/11 
30/9 
5/10 

~332/98 
'Y 7110 

10(10 

T340/8 
15/10 
17/10 

T346/97 
~8/10 
24/10 

T346/93 
22/10 
2ll/10 

Text 

------------,~---""·--, .... ·-. --
1 12,9,12 ss. ·Panzer Divisions. 
Heavy SS. Panzo1" Abtoilu.'11.gcn 
501, 502 and 503 ru1d Corps 
troops o? I SS. ·Panzer Corps . 
·subordinated for· rest and refit 
to Staff oi' Panzer Army 6. 

1 I SS. Pz. Corps, 1 1 12 SS. Pz.Divs. 
·and Pz.Lehr to rest and rufit in 
North Wes't GERMANY. 

Elements 9·ss. Panzer Division to 
area MINDE!T - HAUELli - H.t.:NMOVJ~R. 

.KEITEL 01"der: 6 Panzer l•nnY a,J 
OKW. Reserve, will control rest 
ona. refitting of I SS. p,.;.Corps, 
1, 2 1 91 12 SS. Pz. Di vs• nnd. Pz. 
'Lch'.r Div.· · 

Wi thdrnwalo f1•om lino: Panzo1 .. 
Lehr, Battle Groups 1 ru.1d 12 SS, 
Pz.Divs., 9 SG.Pz. 'Div,, 2 SO, rz. Div., H. Q.155 ~1 }~. Cor:i:m. 

""::i... 5'5 ..:-~ 

R t · ·· ""·~·,.,. o·"' ,..... Pz \"'m""r ... epo:x:• ing .,,en.u .. "' .1.. • ''.:i. . •• .i-..... ,, 
G SAI,ZiJPLEH (B:· 7e )/ 
1 ,;.Jn) -:-.,.,,. ,..,,....,...ni:t i::r;~niE"';.;t'1':.:j.~(~i.'.."' £'If· ti:?). 

J L e ~ ...... \,1\ .. 'J.-J. - • ..... ..L :"'• """" .&. • -..... ' , ,.. 

1 SS. ~) ~. :Ui v. LU3::3BEcr:.:c ~w 1 ) • 
1 2 ""<. P D. r-1rr. r-:r .... = .. - '". 7 t· ) .;),j. •. z, 1 v, •.) .. _,_ lv·.:r.:.L 1. .J • 
?z. I,ehl"' Div. !to:U7.hA!i3T::T B 86). 
2 SS. J">::.. Div. BU~Elf (B 52). 
9 ffi • .P.z. Div. r;ADERS°L•O''.I (B 3l~). 
Also Heavy DG. Pz. Abtcilungcn 
· 501 Slillll'EJLAG~ (B 65 ) , 
~02 G~SEI~'.3 (B 53), 503 . STI:l·:J.'.ELAGEH. 

TOPS ........... -. 
. L \J I• , 

/H. 
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B,. 6 Panzer Army Cii"•ossos the RHnm. 

Ref'. 

T373/52 
~/11 
i9/11 

rr371/50 
9/11 
18/11 

'1'378/6 
9/11 
24/11 

T365/110 
10/11 

.. 12/11 
,. __ ... · ...... •:··:.-... 

T373/G9 
16/11 
20/11 

T381/1 
25/11 
27/11 

T382/29 
27/11 
28/11 

Text 

Pz.. Signals Regt. 6 ar•ri ves 
:&.OELl'T area(! 

Command Ec;helon 6 :?anzor · J.rmy 
includ.od in contents of movement 
T /\J:.;:!:!j!l.2:ED1G, Elcmen ts o:t 1 2 SS. 
Pz. Div6 nlso liated, but not 
clear whether part. of S8.me movement. 

Transport o~ remainder o~ comr:iand 
echelon or 6 Pz. Army and elements 
1 SS. Pz. Div. 

Trz:mspo1"'t o.wny of' 6 Psnz0r ill•my. 
2, 12 SS. Pz. Divs. ::;J.1d Fz. Lehr 
"behind schedule. 

SS. rz. Lrmy 6 m1Q I SS. Pz. Corps 
. ac1-:3ressed Vi9. l~rmy Group B. 

Army Gr·ou;> r,. report :uontj_ons 
ntta~l;: 1:-y i·z. i.ehr Dj.v, area 
"rri:rS'l'IHGEl!. 

Pz. Lehr• Division in sitrcp under 
LXXXIX Corp[j. 

·----~~~~---------T395/71 Counter f:':t;tuck by Fz~ Lehr and 
4/12 11 Pz~ Dlv .. area s;J" .. RUIUOlT. 
12/12 

. T401/22 
16/12 
1 Z/12 

T378/88 
24/11 
25/11 

T380/91 
26/11 
27/11 

·Pz~ Lehr reports boundaries 
wi tl1 2 P z. Div. ond r.J~GC0l Corp::. 

r¥·;~ :1i lonco II SS. Corp~. 

II r-13. ?z. C!'.·i-1>8 suLni·U..inatoi to 
6 ?'""':. Ai-111y V!:i.th 2 ss .. , 11"!"\Rpe.:.~·j·f'io..:l. 
SS. Pz. Div:lsion, 3 Paracllu·~e 
Division. Intentions: "kurzfristig" 
::."'est, re:fi t and training before 
fresh cmploynisn.t~ 

I SSo Corps l0c~ted, _ .. ooc .. _ _.. 

I GS. Corps LEC!IElHCH, Flivo to 
locate Pz. L8hr, 1,2,9,10,12 ss. 
Divisions. 

·1 u r o co .. -

Comrn•:mt 

No indicati~n of 
destination. 

Last ref'ercnc·c to Pzc: 
Lohr before offensivr 

Clearly in prepurati( 
~or move up to 6 Pz. 

Lt bl ;"11\ 

"/rri""" 8 ' '3..t .,__) ._, I 
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Ref. Text 

--------------------------·--- --··----
T382/31 
27/11 
28/11 

T382/57 
28/11 
28/11 

T39'2./75 
1-3/12 
9/12 

T390/21 
4/"i 2 
6/12 

T392/38 
1+/12 
8/12 

. T395/49 
11/12 
·j 1/12 

T395/83 
10/12 
12/12 

T396/63, 
66, 79. 
11-12/12 

. 13/12 

T395/71 
4/12 
12/12 

T400/10 
15/12 
16/12 

T400/48 
16/12 
16/12 

Rations to 2 SS. Division at 
GREVE~TBIWICH (F 17) • 

Flivo I SS. Corps ropm:-tu 2 SS. 
:!)ivision BEDBIB~DYCK (F 28), 9 SS. 

. GELSDORF, (F 52) • -

Spare parts for 1 SS. BRUGKr:UI::HLEM 
(W 40), EUSKIRCHEN (F 33). 
9 SS - BOI~~ (F 53). . 
10 SS. - BENSBERG (F 56). 
12 SS. - PULID~Ih1 (F 36) • 
116 Pz. - BERGISCH GLADB: .. crn (F 56). . . 

Reporting centres: I SS. Fz.Corps 
HE...-rtRIG (F 2l~), 1 SS. Pz. Div-. 
MUELHED!i (li" 23 ) , 2 3S. P z. D.i.v • 
KPJ..RST (F 29), 12 SS. Pz. Dlv. 

·BnAUWEILER (F 36). 

Fuehrer Bcgloi t Brigacl•:J v.:rr:vr.ICI-I 
(L 35). 

9 38. GEI.SDORP .(P 52 ) • 

· Imposition of Wi~oless Silcnc,£. 

'l'hcse places 11 lik0 the 
G • .:'\.,Ii'. airf':i.clclo, are · 
de~epti vcl:r :i.'nr i~orth 
and suggest th~"U[rt ·l;o 
/".LCHElT sec to1•. 

Wireless silence for o.11 SS.formations. 
Trupps with II,SS. Pz.Corps and 2 SS. 
~anzer Division identified. 

Further Trupps invclvoa. in sjlence 
identified: XII SS. P::mzor Corps, 
1 and 12 SS. POJ."1zcr DiYisiono • 

Mcve up to 'F'inal Post ticna. 
----------~--------

Si trop under heading l~I·my Grcup B 
1 is &S Gruppc von Ii:iJ.J'TTr.lU:&'F'EL, 
7th Army, Rest and Refitting 
Staff 716, and unspecified Kd .... 
z. b. v. . . 

Rest and Tiefi tting Stai'f' 16 
boundru.•y vri th Gruppe von 
FlJ"?rEUJ:.'P:CL. 

Wireless silence I SS. CornG 
cnnccllcd. Locati·on SCHHii'TI·IEI!"I 
(F 16),. Diva. subol"'cli:n::1tod 

Cmnmeu·t; suggcGtccl 
"71 6 11 ~n e;rror :for 
1116 11 • Sitrep too 
croncralioocl, however, 
to point to any 
s~ecific localities • 
. 

C".1mme:nt peintcd out 
close associati011 Rest 
ruid Refitting Staff 16 
with 6 Panzer .t'~1"my, 
but no realisation that 
it wuc; iJ.entics.l with 
tho 1~rTJy i too:!.·~·. 

1 and 1 2 SS. P. rt..J. ::;01", 277 ::incl. . 
21 2 v. a-., 3 ?7r.u~a. --...r +-c ...... \hf'J-.j.:-:-1.a..,o:T"T'•··· w ... • 

ijll\\t\"" 

I c. 
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1. Panzer Divisions. 

Ref'. Te:x:t Connnent 

----------------------------·-·••• ......... .an .. - ..... _ 

... l~~~7 
.25/10 

T367/35 
. 11/11. 
13/11. 

Consigilmcnt i'or 2 Fz.Div. sent to 
Pz. Base NORTH;- Unloading Stc.tion 
BERGISCH GL .. '.DBACH. 

e:1ort term repair- scheme involving 
2,9,11, 21,116 Pz. Divs~, 17 us. 
P.G., 12 V.G, Divisi"ons. 

R.383/C/59~VT for 17 SS. P.G. Division under 
·26/·t 1 heading Rest and Refit 6 P7.. J~rmy. 
4112 

. ±392/9 
1/12 

. 8/1~ 

T391/35 
3/1?. 
7/12 

T392/75 
1/12 
9/12 

. Rest and Refitting ~taf'f ·1 6 inf'crmed 
· 8 tanks V with Cl"OWS l"'endy f'or 
load..i.ng to BF..RGI8CH GI.i.DBi\CH for 
116 Pz. Div • 
. . 
13 tanlcs V already to.i~c.i."1 over by 
P~~ Regt. 16 (·116 Pz. Div~) h:=td 
been blti.ckcd ancl handed ovcj:' to 
11 Pz. Div .. 

5 ~nnthor tnnlcs fm~ 116 i?z. Div. 

A::S.l, except 21 P :: • a.l'ld 
17 SSoJ>,G; Divisions, 
now (2!~/12) corinnittsd 
in the offensive~ 

17 ss. T:o. G. rtt n ... ·cacnt 
( 24/1 2) not ye·i;·· invoJ.vea. 
in 6 P:.:., J.rmy off:' ons i ve • 

2. . Parachute Divisions. (Mo·1crr.3nts later ·th::w.1 ·r Docei:fbm"). 

-Ref. ___________________ ......,. .. _,.. ... ______ ... ._ ........ ~ . ---
5 P.ara. Div. 

T396/18 
3/12 
12/12 

T397/96 
8/12 . 
14/12 

T389/8 
4/12 
5/12 

T390/25 
3/12 
7/12 

Transport authority 7 Arr.1y 
notified of movcmcn ts of elements 
5 Parachute.Division. 

6 Para. Div. gives up iv~/'r and 
armament for 5 Pnra. Div. 

Para. Pz,Jg.Lbt. 5 arr•ives in a.ren 
of employment without certain '!i/T 
equipment. 

2 Para. Division OI.DENBUTIG. 

.2 Paro. •. Div. 

T350/86 
19/10 
28/10 

T370/95 
15/11 
17/11 

W/T equipment to OI"'DEHZA.lJ, for 
elements 3 I'ura. Div. resting und 

. i"c-fi ttine. 

3 Para. Div. ENSCHEDE (V 40). 

··---...:..:: ... ,..•~ ... _ _. ,· .. ···- - . - . 

5 Pnruchute Dl v. (l.rmy 
Group B). 

Ilo location indicated, 
but comment suggusto'.i 
OLDENBURG area for the 
division. 

~ULTRA 
/T378/88 
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'I'378/88 
~l.t/11 
2.5/·t 1 

·t•i.i.00/ L.1-d 
. 16/12 
16/12 

)o . 
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Text 

.3 Pa . .:· a. Div.. subo:r:-dinu ted to II 28, 
Fz. corps i'or trai:r.·.:.:;.ng pur:poGe:J only. 

3 Para. Div. suborclino.ted. to I SS • 
Pzt corpr-

.Rc-::rganioation of Higher CL·nnnana .• 

Text 

Comment· 

Comment 
·---------.... __._........,_... __________ , _____ .-......----===---·-· =--= 

A. 

. T35B/9 
1/1 i 
1.1/·i 1 .--···-·- -

_,...---;"--
.. -- T363/20 

3/11 
9/11 

T364/55 
2/11 
13/1" 

T375/83 
7/11 
22/11 

T369/14 
11/11 
15/11 

T372/67 
13/11 

·19/11 

T~1711/106 
1 j/11 
21/11 

T372/35 
17/11 
18/11 

T385/23. 
26/11 
1/12 

'11388/26 
3/12 
4/12 . 

T392/2!1-
3/12 
8/12 

Fcrma:i.iicn of J\rmy Group H. ·---... -- . ----
Ho·c~"osgruppe H being set up. 

A1 .. ri1e-:g;.•up]/e STUD:!!;NT mentioned. under· 
Ro~J.."6EGl"l1.Pr•) B~ 

Composition "Jf' Army G!'oup H given in Equationa 15 Army, 
"Lerms of P.c~.:J.wny· nun~l)crs, plus 1 5 J?3. A1"my tentative 
Parachute /.l"my. ougges'tedo 

P3l.'oon.:ncl clements i'..ramy Abt. SERBIJ~ 
ror incluBj.011 in staf·f of' 1~1·my 
GroiJ.p H. 

Eefer5nco to sc·t ting up of Armec­
grupJ:'Hn (plural) in mcssr.1.e;o f'rom 
! .. I : .J.( .. ::·wg.&o-:l- -~)11e ff • 

Arrnec Gr:.:.._ppc CHflISTI.ANSEH farmed 
from G. 0, c. J\rmeci li1orces i'-:-JsTHF.RL1UWS. 

Armec Abteilung Ia..E'!.:>FEL 
c..ddl•essod ~r::.a /-.rmy Group. H. 

First mention cf G1~uppe M.AHT.SUF.l?EL 
in S:ttrep tmder Army Group 3~ 

Armce Or11ripc von IU\liTEUI'T'EL 
mentioned under ne·ereSi::',l"u:ppc Ba 

Sitrep shows s0ctor 15 Army 
ap~urcntly ro~uced. 

30 and 88 Corps under 15 Army. 

t:JlTRA 

Pre~riou.oly under 1\rm 
Gr•oup NORTH. 

This thought at the 
time to be temporary 
up-grading of Pz.Ar~ 

Comment pointed out 
inconsistency with 
~.1388/26. 
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Ref. Text Ce1nment 

T392/65 . 
3/12 
9/12 

15 Army add.J:oessed via Army 
• 

Group D. Comment· on cont1 .. r:u; t 
1 5 J::...r-my u11der A1 .. rny 
Group H on 3/1 2. 
T392/24, 

T398/37 
. 5/12 

·. 14/12 

Von Z.ANGEN acting G.o.c. G1"uppe 
von ~.iANTETJB,li'EL. 

c. Release of Corps 8taffs ____ __.,...._, ............ ......, ....... ___ ____ 

.T356/45 l53 Pz. Corps 
T357/48 · by 89 Corps. 
2/11,3/11 
2/11,3/11 • 

being relieved. 

T367/114 
13/11 
14/11 

T376/11 
21/11 
22/11 

Corpo TRESCOW relieved 85 Corps 
as from 15/11 • 

67 C•rps replaced by 30 CorpG. 

T375/11 l+ 2 ss. Corps no lcnger· in fcrrrer 
21/11 sector. 
22/11 

T377/35 
23/11 
23/11 

T377/73 l .T378/42 
24/11 
24,25/11 

T378/41 
24/11 
24/11 

T386/58 
27/11 
3/12 

T386/46 
2/12 
2/12 

6 P~n.. Di-:-:., 1r" }<I't1Vioi18 soctcr 
of 2 SS. Corps. 

2 SS. Cor}.Js i?livo !.LFTEH (F 1.~3), 
Ho su'bol:"dino:tied trorpa. 

67 Corr>s reserve of Arm~.r Group Ii. 

Sigs, Abt. 453 KREFELD. 

Flivo 67 Corps transferrinc. 

T 0 ,.. ~. 
. . ' j ••. T' I'" ... 

IJ ' l i ~ ¥ I 

Com::1ent sent later as 
~'.'HL 3531 • Ccnclus:l.,n 
thnt 1 5 J..rmy v1as • 
i"'elioving 5 "!:>z.J.rmy, 
bu~ tht.'i t :t>rtH"~CSS still 
incomplete. This 
suppo1 .. ted by cvj.den,ce 
frem other sourcca. 

0.1l;y- one oub::::oc;:_tvn!t 
rcfei-•onee to 58 !.):::11:,~er 
Ccr,..,,... 2"/1 ·1 ''J. ... 

I ... • '-> t:..., "' ... \. 

loc ~·'t1' nr"' (fv:. i/:.-.:.""lk/77) ~ ~ .~ , • 1 .•. •. 1 .L..,.1 ' V f 

until c.·,1nn ·: .. rice in 
offensive ·18/12 
(•r1.~02/7a). 

:No subsequent mention 
of 85 Oo!'rs until 
appearm1c'C; in offensive 
16. 11 2 ( 1r1~01 /22). 

67 Cor1)s the J:iir,ht 
Corps of 15 .,i•rn;-.,i in 
HOLLAND. · Teal;: p~.1.!'t in 
offensive, 

Previously 1uvlor 15 
. J ... rmy in NIJHDGl~N oector. 

Comment: 53 Corps 
not idcntj.fied since 
June when en Rt.ms:i.r.:.n 
frcnt; considered 
destro;;ed by 1:·:. o. 
Took part in off0rn·:;i ve. 

Comment: Ho"';,, cJ.c;l:l.i·· 
whether ~]O:.?\)S 
t1"'ancf'e1•1•ing or only 
the Flivo • 

/T386/55 

---~~~~- .. ~· . - __ e._.,_,, __ ,.,____ __ ~·· --· --



Ref'11 

T386/55 
. 2/12 
3/12 

~·395/7·1 
4/12 

. 1·2;12 

'1:39.?/50 
lh/12 

· 1 ·i/12 
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Te:ct 

Pnspecificd i'orrnaticn no 1011gc1• 
undel' 1 2 SS. Pon '3er Corps • 

47 Pz. CoP:ps unCl.e1 .. Gruppe van 
M .. Ar.rrEUFli'Jl:L • 

. Co:::.•j1s FELD!' to f".rmy Group H:i 
67 Corps to Army Group B. 

I.a.st. i•e..Ler•.,;;nct=~ ·::;o 
!~7 Pz. Corps before 
offe·(lsivc. 

· T395/8G . 74 Corps under Gruppe HAiPI'EUPFELo 
.10/12 
12/12 

J.n extension of 15 Aromy 
ar•ea rather than Iilove 
of Co1 .. ps. 

T382/51 
28/11 
28/11 

T3.87/1 
2/·12 
3/12 

T392/l~9 
3/12 
8/12 

3. 

• 

T359/103 
5/11 . 
6/11 

T' · !. ~~c,r-· ... _,~v_e qf __ ;r:~:i".':....ntry fo1"med (sec also move up of 3 
=-- and 5 Para. Divs. above). 

363 V.G. DiViGion to be bl"OU~'1.t. UJ! 
fro~ 67 Corps ror 5 Fanzor ~rmy. 

1!'nl ca di 11 r; S.i."'e as: 
.?.45 L>iv. l;; or· hGL:L-iOlJSb 
326 V. G. Division GI!WI.1STEilf (L28) 
BIT3URG (L 15). 
..::.iaehrer :3e0loi t B'l.?igadc ~,:tV~BEl'i­
:r·P.JillBACH (L 55) KI.RH (L 83). 
62 v. !.} . Div 0 ,~;rr·rLICH (L 3 5 ) • 
719 v. G. Div. s1.1Ju.J~UTnmN. 
560 "./. G. Div- •. LEFSDORif-·ff?EICHER 
(L 2~. ~. ' . 
SS.Pz.J-.bt.,501 - EUSKIRCHEl'i {F 33) 
353 V. G. Div. ZUELPIOH (F 23) -
EUSKffiCHii-i1T-BAJ..L (K 97). 
347 V. G. Div" area S_\tJ"{L..'J!~IfilN" 
(Q 73). 
Assa.ult C-un Brignac 200 TRJ.BEE­
rraIRBl.CH. 
:.rmy Engine<':r Bdc. 1~7, 1·IT.JlTS'IEREI:i?EL 
(F 31). 
Fuchl"'Cr 2G, Bogleit Be.lo., l:Ii'I'EIIVJiiG 
(':1· 18). . . 

, _ ·v. t..r. Di ~·::..cto,., f.,d.drcssoci. ZII.:GS!I:rJn:: 
(P. 2·f ) vi a 5 :r:ai1ze1 A1•r,1y. 

'J:hls can be seen now 
i;u ·ue part of' the 
concentration for the 
offensive. But it is 
als~ very misleading. 
The V.G.divisions going 
to the .i\.RDENNES are 
11.·~t high-q_µali ty uni ts. 

.illother hint, not 
understood at the time. 
;,. comme:n t pointed out 
that thiB vms believed 
to be in 7 ~\rmy' s area. 

A. Tiequests 1~.Q£._:::'irrhter Protection fen• 'l'roop r.:ovemen,t,s 

A1"ea I\l'LI,BTJr..G (L 1 6) - lCA:.L (\JJ __ :~' 1,..i 1
6 

~ 
G'l'.;'-rOLSmTi"T1- (T "'".)' ]"'\.,.c,··,r.····: ?. 
~\. '- J .. Cl.L " · l ' / - ~ ~ 11J.1 ... i~ t.1 

- :r~rrrL:~I:.C· (:r, ·1.'.:1 - D: :~:.;~'i'E.GT tP 26). 
T 0 P :S L G n ,_ • H L l lt • 

/T360/109 
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Ref. Text 

. T360/109 Area KALL {F 11 ) - TILBURG 
6/11 (unlocated) sugJest 1:YLI.BURG 

· 7 /11 (IJ· 1 6) • . - , . : ·' 
-----"'"··-·· -··-·--~-----· ·----~·· -·. ~,_//, .. ,.,_ •. _,,.11 • •• .,,..,.., 

\..~ ' 
T362/95 . Arl9a DUERITN, GEllOJ.J8TEIN, KYJJJ.Jf.,UJlG, 

·. 8/11 WITTLICH (IJ 35), BITBUl1G. 
9/11 

Simila1-- l"'eciuests f'or f ightor J)rc­
tection for train-movements and 
unloadings occurred repeatedly 
in the f'irst h£>.lf of December. 
(T388/70, ~390/84,\ T.393/10, 
T394/1 etc. ) in the areas 
I.mENCHI:J:T GLADBAO~ i - rfilI::SLDHZ -
Gll3VEUB!10ICH - OSTER.RATH (behirl.d 
AACHEH sector)·, -but also behind 
tre· f1 .. ont of the coming of'f'ensive 
- YlIT1rIJICH - IJI'rBT.ffiQ :.. BRUEEI., -
T:·nER - HILLBSHSIN. The night Qf 
9/12 (T394/1) was outstandin.r.;, 
with 38 trains (direction 
1mspecified6 but pretty clearly 
arriving), KOCHTI:l1i - TRIER, 
DUEMPELFELD - HILL~SHEH;I, a."rJ.d 
ZUELPICH. 

Cl'lrr.ment 

B. E.£,rmation of a Unit for a Snecial Und·3rtakh>: 
in ti1e West 

T350/47 
. 26/10 

1/11 

T357/45 
31/10 

. 3/11 

·T375/20 
19/11 
22/11 

T385/71 
30/11 

. 2/12 

T387/82 
3/12 
. 4;.12 

HITJ~n's orders for setting-up 
a special force for special under­
taking in the ·West. Y.nowledge .-:r 
I:nglish and American idiom 
-essential f'or volunteers, 

Call for volunteers. To be sent 
to GRAP:CI:P:70Dlffi • 

I'.VT, for ~.':;-;. Brigade 150 to 
GTI.A~EI·ITJOEJfil. 

c. ConcU ti on of 7 Arzr;y 

11Pir:;hting strength of 89 ::ind 344 I."l'Jf. 
Divs. weakened to an extraordinnry 
extent so that condition of these 
divs. demands their early relief". 

"Continuous decrease in fighting 
strength of ~wn troops •.•.•....• 
com:g~lling us to DUt in reserves 
at present available 11 • 

/T391/11 
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Ret• .. 

'.l'.'391/11 
'5/12 
7/12 

.• 

9~ad.:!:ng_-0f Divisio~:-

74 Corp~: 
3).3 I'i;v .' ~tA-\;e 
344 Div. ' 
·89 Div~ 

272 Div. 
277 Div.::· 
F-,(: :"""· ....... -"\ ... ,. 

'(18 ·v-~n:"·Div.) ~ITI) 
'26 Div. · (III) 

80 .Corps: 

(.} OITJli'l~l1 t 

: '·'"' . ~· 

·3-52 Div. {III) . 
2·12 Div. (incomplete) 

.• 1 

' .. 
... 

(III = Fully fit for defensive 
employment. 

IV = Condi tionall:iT fit for 
~efensive employment.) 

. .. 

.. 

.. 

III A Hotc en Germ'.pi. Signals In§_;tructiC2!!~c1 Precautions 

1 ) 

2) 

On 10/12 n wireless· silence was imposed on all" 
SS. formatj.ons on the 1.Vesterh Front. 
·'1hi.s was less s,ig:nif"ioan"G than it eoun~, .as 
such silences ha"re been ordered on urevious 

·occasions. The security ban was llo~ve"'v"er stricter 
than before, in that it did not exempt. even 
.&.•"..i...L" .;. .... 

On 12/12 tl"tore was a genc~s.l i:: ... .;ue of' ne,·1,·· signals 
instructions in area of Jagdlrnrps II. The1::e 
,·irerc to take effect f'r0m 0300/14/12 and conceroned 
2 Pa1 .. a, Korps .. 1, 2, 12 SS. Pz. Korps, 30, 66, 
67, -,-;_l·:- 80, 81, 86 an.d. 88 Co1"ps, \v:!.th 1, 2,· 9 
a..1d 12 SS. Pz. Divs. 
Hew signals inct1"uctions wo1·e als/:i ::;.ssued by the 
Jagdkor•ro, with eff0c~ from 11!/1 2, to its 
subordinate G.A.F. UnitB. 
This~ in ret1"' a:;pcct, W&.E: clc~rly :.;.t :prcr:ar,:..7..i011 
i'91"' the cf'f'c:L1si vo. But n ·~1:iil11r gcr:0ral isal.•.cr.i 
of signals instructio~1s had taken place i::..L IIJ~Y . 
aNl had -oorno no o3)crational significance whatever~:. 
bcin~ sj.m1):J;y a crcne:·nl :r.,e-organization. 

3) Tho W/T siloncc alread:,r i .. cfer1 .. cd to 1.'IO.S l"'Clax.ed 
on 16/12, Yihcn Source rc::_)o1•tcd tolog1"'ams to 1 SS. 
Pz. Korps~ 47 Pzo Korps, ~ and 12 SS. Dive. all 
starrJI)ed 1342-1350 and aut:t:ior:i..zing those H.Q. 's, 
to send iU~ messages. 
Similar instructj_ons were sont to 1 SS. Pz • .n~.v. 
at 00.35/17/12. 

/ Ot.hc~ fr·.~·mations 

TOP SeGHL • HlTRA 
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Other i'ormations must have l'eceived simila1" leav0, 
for late 011 17/12 the privilage was withdr~vn1 
again·· from 47 Pz. Korps, 7l.~ Km:>:ps,, 1 SG. Pz. Div. · 
and 2 Pz. Div. · 
This order of 16/12 was clef',rl;y the f'inal r.tartinc-­
gUJJ.. · But it vras received too late for we.1"ni11g. 

IV. German 8ignals Intelligenc~ 

Dver oince D-Day U.S. i3ignole have been of great 
assistance to the enemy. 8c..)1•es of j~nstancl9s, 
w;or .Attention o:r rdgn:~ls SeCl::.rity Of'ficers 11 , 

.have been sent to Einist1 ... ies and Corr.r.f.lilds, the 
last of'ten with high pric1"i ty; but with li ttJ.e 
noticeable result. It haG been enrphasiZC;d tha.t,, 
out of' thirty odd U.G. Divii:5ions in. the ·e3t, ... 
the G·crmans have conotantly known the locfJttr···::-:. 
~d o~ten tthheti1t1~c11tim.11s, of' E?-11 b~t t\!O o

1 
rt_tnA· ree. e=:'''·"",!j_· 

..:'!1e;~r !Q1ev: ~o JJ.e ::,olrc.10r:1 v1111g oi. u.:,. s rmy, _ . 
on a front 0r sorne 80 :1iiles, was mostly held 

· ci thei"' by new of' by tired c.1ivisions. 
0J1 11/11 A!.'IilY Group B appreciated: 11GeneraJ: 
r.rhe encr.iy is woakenin.a the ri[!ht win(; of: 
1 .Amo:L•icon Arra;; (clement~ of 83 Div.) in fl'-..:.vour 
of 3 AmericaJ1 Army. .Any vJ.an fo~ttacl<: b:;r _ thcr 
in the EII"EL is therefore· unliic'3l;}ru.. ('13677ii7, 
H::? 651~2. ) , · -~ 

It is, in short, a little startling to f:Lnd the-.t 
the Germans had a better :movrle.:1gc of' U. fJ. 
Order of Battle i':i."om their '3ignals Intellif)ence 
than we had 0£ Germa~ Ord0r of Battle f~om Source. 

V · German 'Jecuri ty r1Ieasures. "i1h0 Phantom Arm:. es 

It is elem• that hiCTh ci1 .. cles in tho Wehrmacht 
have devclo}.)cd an e:::t1•eme i .. espect for Allied 
Intelliaence anc1 c.listrust :.?or their orm countryrnen. 
They therefore decided bef'Oi."O the riresent offensive 
that o. cci. .. tnin runot:..."'lt of' dust should be "L.hrm'ln 
in the eyes of: all theii." sul)ordj_nntcs below the 
highest. :&.'a'Yl.l-;:. The;;,r had camouflaged the occupatiqn 

·of lIUI~·oA:;;.y as an. ope1 .. atio11 n.go.inst guei"il~as. 
::ow they cave false names, not merely to the ix• 
i11tent:j.0:;1s, but to Army ·aroups and Armies. · 
'.L1his deception ;)1 ... oved highl;i,r successful: iildcqcl 
without it all tllcir otiJ.Gr r.irccauticns. nlight wall 
have proved vnin. 

-· 

·• 
--'-· 

I As hns boon said, 

; -
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As haa been said, the nrran.:;ement 1:.f A1"mies hn<l 
been (No1"th to 3outh): 
1 5 Army (HO:LLJJ1TD ) 
1 Para. ;,1 .. my luor.JL.Al'i'D) 
5 P z. A1"my ( AACIIEr: o.r ea ) 
7 Ju•rny ( DUT~I?.EN - TJ.UEH ) 
w·ith6 SS.Pz. Arr:iy l"efitt:Ln:--: behincl EG3l..r~ -
DUESSEI.JDORP. 

In broad outline, the offenr3ive i:nv(~·lVt?d (not 
:necessarily in this o::..~cJ.er) ~ 
( 1 ) Insertion of G 88. F:3. .Army South of 

5 Pz. Arr.iy. 
(2) Relief of 5 Pz. .Army H. :-~. ( ~m.d 47 ?z. 

K9l"'J.JS) "oy 15 Army IL r;t. 
(3) Leapfroggine of ~ P z. Army II. Q. ~~outhward, 

oval"' 6 SS. Pz. .Ar•my, into a sector between 
1 t and 7 Army. 

To disguise t~is: 
(1) 6 sn. :>z. Army Y!AS carnouflnr;ec; ao 1t:i::.e•1ttng 

and nefi tting Staff 1611 • Sou:i:•c-; even get 
hold of documents adtressod to H6 SS .. :P~:: .. 
A d ~ • ~ ~· t , f'it• .t1.rm:r, ~ , .Lor 1nr.££~~qn, o J1.E'- l. u_~np.; 
Gitaf'f' 16 11

• As r·cfi ttin;::; was Drccj.soly 1•1hc-: c 
6 SS. Pz. .Army had be3n doing for '\'iGel;:r3, ~~:mt 
was· ext1 .. emcly J}lausible. This aliaG was 
still in use as l€:t.e on 25/12. 

( 2) W'.If"i1EUI:·:?EL, c ommardi1"!g 5 P~. .1.'U'my, \7C s 
!Jl'omoted to a bogus ·1Army G1"oup 11

, wh:i..ch 
tool:: over also his :Jignr-tls and his ccver·­
name 3HIJ\Jt. 

(3) I!Ieamvhile 5 Pz. Army wno stealing into_ 
position in the 3outh uJ1de:..• tho sobriquet 
of :r:L,olJjacccr i\.011ps s .. b. V. ". 
On 18 /1 2 Army Grou11 I.lt'.11TI:l.J:?F·EL was p:!.•ctendil1~ 
to contr0l 15 Army(T!.~02//6): ~:;uo d&ys 
latc1", o:J 20/12, 5 Pz. Arm;'}' was acain opcn·J..y 
bearin[j its old connnn:i<lm.'.' 1 s nni~1e as ;;Arr~'~O 
?.iANTSUFI;iEL", as it attacked in the next- -
sector ·nut c·ne to ·the South, on tho left of 
6 SG. Pz. Army (T405/57). . 

(4) This c~abcrat0 11camouflaginc of' c"mmand 
authorities", as tho Germans CRll0d it, Y:as 
o::-c:tcnded even to :1Li::!.':my Trans:.;iort Offices. 
Here the dis~uises wm:-e c.llovrnd to lapse on· 
17/12 (T405/6). 
It need hardly be added that in long.documents 
this sham would have exposed itself: but 
in tho short and allusive scraps seen by SourcG 
thcf>e fie ti tious H. Q's. pi-•oved smoke-s~reen 
enough. 

.. 

T .0 p s [ c h t". I_ y l T R-
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(a) . 
BAY/XL119 
21/8 
24/8 

. (b) 
. . BA Y/:0:.1 52 

4 /9 
10/9 
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I.na::eations that an off'enr: .. "-'P- in ~he We:::;-:. v .. [a iJ} i-::•.:.1<>J. ------------- ··----- --......----...... - ...... -........... ···-· --1 

Toxt 

Japa'l'lese Minister (1.Uotin.g Vice·-
. Hinister Porei..:~11 Affairs: 
Ge!'ma11s could not take inj.tiative 
and launch otfensive on bir, scale 
before apout two months~ 

Japanese Anibassadc.r after :Lnter-
Vi 6W with HI'I'IJER. and lUDBENTROP: 
w~1en the one million new trocps 
r..ow being formed, tcgether ";'!ith 
uni ts 'liYi thd1"'aw11 from other fronts 
were ready, aurl as soon. as 
i•o:;_)ler.1.ishment of' air force (now 
proceeding) wa.J concluded, ilitenticn 
·was to unclcrtslrn great ofi'cnsivc in 
Wost (prob 1kilY from Nov0mber 
onwards) • 

Japanese Ambaesal'lor af te::a inter­
view with :1P3BEili1RO:r?: 
TI.IBBENTRO? statc::d of':i:"'cnc;i vc as 
sooL no ~ossibic, to ba directed 
prirr.ariJ.Jr a£~ai.:nst 'dost, 
Unnble to name time. 

~ -l.? v.-,. . 

0olJ1mer .. -~ 

::he· t~.~c·u"ble with 
cviclcnr~e from Japam .. a.:i 
sour~es is that 
Japli...'V).t.::l.3tl r.'iinisterti ~B· 
les:- critical t;.-:i.i: ..... n some 
in l>elieving ·what they 
are ·told -· as the . 
Germans are awar~. 

H l TR.A 
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Landings 

.. 
1 · ·. ~ e .. -~~.- ·-- 1 ) 16/12. 0415 and 0419 messages il].te_rc~vt~d warning 

·· C . :·: ·... . ~Uni ts that 90 Ju. 52 's encl 15 Ju. Do' s were 
T,' · . go_ing. fi:-om T-:..1\DEllBORJ:r area• to m:>ea 6° - 6° 30 1 E. 

·. 

::: · · .- . "· . . . . . · ·-~-- . to 5_0° 31 ' - 50° 45' H. and returning by the · 
!:.>::.~· .· ._~·-, . ··- <~.~'.~a.me route. These messages _vmre cancelled at 0549. 

··· ..... :.:.· .... 
~-· . - .•· 

• · .: . - ... 2). ·. 1_7/1_~. At.·0042 and 0052 similar messages (with T.o.o. 
f .· :: : ~.·mrr;-and 0041) were intercepted warning 'li'lalc ·Uni ts 
t· ·. that 90 Ju. 52' s and 15 cTU. ~8 's were goir..g from 
~· .· ·PADERBORN ar0£>. tc area 6° - @30' E. and 50° 30' -· 
~-·· ·'·. ·.·.50° ·.45' N •• and returning by same route to land at 
t·~·-. · · · · : ·0430. A. further mossage l"cferPing. to thes.e two 
~,-,·_.;_··;.-_:·_·:_·> ·.·.·~.··. · ....... :.··· -"·-·. WEiS. interQepted at 0142. 111~ourse Horth ant'"!. ·.!er..;t". 
~ i. ·_, ,.-,T1:1e following action was taken: 
t. .. · 

l> ._· ' .· .. 1 ) On 16/12: . 
L; . _-_:, ·· .. -·.(a} The b~erational Watch B. P. phoned Fighter Gnr.lilland, 
f;: : :. .. '· - , Hut r (Air. a:p.d Army) , CAJ:n'EEBtmY, and CHEADLE, 

-_-. warn:l.ng· CHEADLE that this was not an ordinary · .. · ..... : . ·.- . ·. 

~.!: :· .. ~· ·.·· · ... 
. . ....... . :·. ··-•.. 

.. ,. 

..... 
~: .. 

·i. _.... . 
. .. 
·. (b) 

P\ (c) 
~ ..... 

' 

t . 
.'i< . ,,. 
f ... 

2) 
~ .. 

.-

- -; t_ransport operation •.. _The information \Vas passed to 
~-Hut 3, D •. D.I.3 and D.D~I.4 by teleprinter_ o.P.I. 
·. by 0800 hours. · . . · · 

CHEADLE! put the_ three messages out at 0450,. Ol.i5' .. ·, 
· .~68 to CAHTERBUR'l for the broadcast to R.A.·P.. uni ls 
·in FRANCE. 
Operational ~1a~ B.P. rmt out a c~nsidere-c'l. vers.L:i:i.:_ -

~-in G.A.G. teleprints to CANTEHBURY f'or the broad.cast 
. to R.A.,F. Units :in PRANCE, to Det. A. for .Sii.AEF A/C . 
"of'_S/A-2, CHEAD1"E n.o., A.I.4.B.,--J:.I.3.B., a.nd"'*ll ILf 

- . ._ . 
'1_ihe teleprints wore received at CANTERBURY.at 100.0 
hou:-s (f'irst two messages), 1 v30 hours third message. 

On 17/12 simils.I' action was taken:· 
CI:IEADLE put out the first two messages at 0117 and 
the third at 0224. GA. C+. teleprints wer_e received 
at CANTERBURY at 0155.hours for first two messages 
and· 0311 11ours f'or third mcsf!3&c;e·~ · · -·-

-~- ~·- ; . 

It Yiould appear theref'o1 .. e that the cancelled messnges 
of 16/12 gav-e a day's warnlng o:r tlw operation and 
that the messages ref'~~:r>.ing to th!3 operation itself 

... ·were ·dispatched to Hut 3 and R.A.F. units -in ::YRAI'rGE 
within half an hou1.. 0f their recei-p't here. . 

-Il.A.F. H.Q's. in FHANCE are i-aosponsible f'or. passing 
information of interest to the corresponding_ Army H. Q. 's. 

i::;;~_~h,A.-..& ~:-··.it should.""aieo be pointed." out tnat ~aii.-1i.A.F~ F1ioid "'_-~ -· 
';,;~ c/A ·~ _'_, __ -g~its. With, Grr-~ps ·-a~?-- th.e main American Field Unit 
l A . . I .• })/) . . ''111 tJ::i ~,P.~ ... 9th ,Air Force Should 11,ave taken and decoQ.ed 
u~· ,,_.~-;,.;'::'.,:.:.the Ge~man messc1.ges (it is knovm that 8th Group 

-. . (~~-·~i~AfA~ __ :-took t}?.~ ~essages on 16/12)~ . . __ , 

..... l"f:J +' 8 . ; 

_:~:~-- ._· ._. ·::."...:.:·· 

... --~ 

.L:·.-::-.;· . 

. . ; :;·.;:':ii 

-·--~l~~..J_ 
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c. Some Conclusion~· 

1. The Disto1"tion of Restrospect 

2·.' 

'3. 

One word of caution seems necessary at the out::;et, 
if injustice is not to be done to many responsib~L~ 
for appreciating this intelligence. 
There ie here collected the eYidcnce t!1at :pvinted 
to a Ge.rman of"fensive i11 the A~rnEHlTEB. 
Ther·e is not mu.ch here of tho evi.dence that pointed 
:to German offensives elsewhero. Where there was 
a tangled wood of detail, there are now left ste.nding 

. only the few relevant· trees: it is not· easy to 
·imagine hoVT difficult 'it was then to find the way. 
'And yet,had the Ge:camans really attacked in the }J't· 
AACHEM sectol', . it would not be very difficult to 
assemble substantial re::<.sons why· thay should have 
attacked there and· nowhere else. 

Aiterna~ive Appreciations 

It is however hard. not to feel, if' a brief' c;enc:r:-. .!.­
izatiort may ·be. allowed, that thore does exist a 
besetting tendency in Intelligence, of which th,. 

. present is ·a serious e~arnple - t}?.e te~d~µ,~y_.~.Q. 9~.£.QF10 
't(po wedded to O!l:_LY~~\!. 0£.Jl~P.-e.~_;y. ~!?:tent ions. It· 

·had grown-:eO"Oe general!~ belie1ted that the Oermans 
would .counte1"-attac'k, head-on, \:hen we had pushed 
them hard enough, probably in the 1-:oEH. sector vv:! tll 
ita ·d.anis. This idea died hard; and it killed .;.thf;r 
truer ideas of what was 1 .. ee.lly coing on. 
It is less impressive, no doub·(;, to deaJ always 
in nl ter.natives, to say "There ni"e 4 nhauc~s out of 
5 that the Germe..nr4 will do A; yet there is s"'t.ill 
1. in 5 that they 'Ii/ill do B". But unless Intellig:-ncn 
is perpetually ready to entertain all the alterrir.:.~:i.\'·· .. ':3, 
it sees only the evidence that favours the cJi.o.;::en 
-view; and, unconsciously, ot'h.er indications are, . 
not explained, but explained away. 

Heliance on Source 

There :is· a risl;: of relyincs too much on· S<;mrce. / ,. 
His very sµccesses in the past constitute a danger, 
if they lead to waiting for further information, 
because "Source will tell us that11 , or to doubting 
the 'likelihood of something happening because 
"Source ,.,ouJ.d have told us· that 11 • 

He told us all about RO~ 1r·~L 's attack· on the MAR.ETH 
LINE: but befo~e tI'.e K.ASSERINE PASS offensive 
we had failed, as here, to divine whe~e the blow 
that we saw was corning, would finally fall. 
There is always an element of' capriciousnoE?s and 
luck, which the steady flm; of our intelligence 
tends at times ·to leave forgotten. The evidence 
given a.bove was passed in its abundance to those 
'.1'.'e~ponsible. B11t in its very abundance, in its very 
authenticity, lie dangers. rt would be intel•esting, 
for eAample, to·k:now how much reconnaissance was. 
flmv11. over the EIFEL sector on the ·1'.at Army Front. 
Source gave all he kncv~-: but he cloes not always 
know everything. 

.,,.· 'J- \... ·- /4 • 

-~ ~· ... 
·---------·-···--- -· ·-

., 



f 

..... ..,...... --r~ ..,_-...:-.;-:-.-:..-;:i""'t'ol.":';"~ --:--"!"'.• "·:-:"!"'" :---:-:-=· ••• .. -~ • 

.f ;}~·s.~;-: > , · •.. 
.·. . ~ . . _. . : .. 

.. ·~~·.:. _,, . f1· :;_~--~~-

~ .~ .. ·. ._,_...... . 

.,· . .. 
' ;-.. 
-~ : .. 

~ .. · 
~ . . 
·~·. . : 

•. !··:··. 

· .. 
~ "; ·.•· 

~ '· . 

.. . 
·~ .: . 

t .. ~ 
' 

;' 
• 

l . 

5. 

... 

1··7 -<::! ·-

OermB.!--i suspicions of Alli ea IHtel 1igencc may be 
J.ulJod again by their present s'-!ccesa. Lndecid 
·. :i.<:.l:... &O·. J.ri ty mAasures have f'.or years shovm a 
repeated oscilla.tj_ ')n between s·udden spu:-ts of 
p1 .. ecaution and relaf>ses into lazineso a..i-id la:dt~·. 
Still the g~neral level of security clefini tely rises~ 
~~it is always possible that,having succeeded at 
last in surDri~ing ua,they may think the precautions 
taken well worth ~cpetiti0n. _ 
In any case it has to be :t'aced that, in future 
documents produced b;y- Source may need f;:u .. moI•e· 
cat>eful scrutiny fol .. o".'!casional booby-tr~ps, 
mare's nests, and red h.e::rings. Oi:r. the other hand 
if we improve· the Germans, they improve us. 
Thia time their phantom armies enjoyed a surp1 .. ise 
succe'ss: ·but the surp1 .. is0-valuc of' such stratagems 
·1s less easy to repeat • 

A_llied Insecurit~ 

.Tho Germans have this time prevented us from 
lmo·rring enough about. them; but we have not prevented 
tham f'rorn k..."'lowing far too much about us.· This 
lealcage is continuing as badly as ever, since the 
battle began. About other points in t;his peper, 
cnd.lesa Ol'gument is possible: no one will dispute 
the uisaatrous absurdity of handing the enemy, 

·month after month, vrith o:yen eyes anrl open hands,· 
om: m1n 01"'der of Battle. · 

Distr:i.bution 

The Directo~ (5 copies) · 

•, .. 



AR /)£#,V&S _... B~,\:!>~ 

ASfE>.rAENr 

I 'J7Av l'l+r 
:· ., ...... . ,· .. ' 



[ __ , 

r ' t/ 

I 

\ 

--~:·---··- ·~"""-'--::t"S:i2' 

/lf~fi/-
--,_cJfl 

OFFICES OF THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF 
-fjfj""'ffir-!:E!P~lt~~Aki-

WASHINGTON 

HiillOC/2122 

MEMORANDUM FOR MAJOR-GENERAL CLAYTON BISSELL 

through Brigadier-General Carter W. Clarke. 

INDICATIONS OF GERMAN OFFENSIVE 

In answer to a request addressed by you to London on 

Christmas Day, a report has been prepared, and a copy is enclosed 

herewith at ANNEX B. Sir Edward Travis, Director G.c.c.s., asks 

me to make it quite clear that this is an unoffi~~al ~EEreci~~ion, 

prepared by G.c.c.s. Neither War Office nor Air Ministry are 

responsible for it and it should not be quoted in any communication 
I 

addressed to them. Copies have however been given to D.M.I. and 

A.C.A.S.I.· 

There is also attached, at ANNEX A, a covering minute 

received by cable for transmission to you. This minute is a joint 

comment by D.M.I. and A.C.A.S.I. 

I am instructed by General Menzies to present it with the 

report to yourself', Brig.Gen. Clarke and Colonel McCormac~, and to 

ask you, at the special request of A.C.A.B.I. to pass a copy to 

Major General J.P. Hodges, A.C. of .Air Starr, 

TOP ~Ltiltt• tilIRf;. 

4._L 
----,~ 

,. 
I 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, G-2 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

24 January 1945 

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL CLARKE 

Attached hereto ate the papers from Travis through O'Connora 
Please draft a letter of appreciation to be passed to Travis. 
I desire your recommendation regarding paragraph IV, German Signal 
Intelligence, on page 22.., After discussion of paragraph .2 .. , 
page 26, with Gf!neral Osmun, Colonel McCormack and General Weckerling 
I desire y~ur recommendation. 

Incl 
Majo eneral, GSC 
A. C • of S. , G-2 

[Oe SECHEf ~l:fHA 



REF ID:~.?7742 

TOP SlBCaBT .ANNEX iS. 

First: Report shows clearly, as do all post-mortems, which 
1t4!WE._~~-··---~-.-~-..-:i!ll-'°l'N- P.··-a·--f·1·3il;r:WM'·· $'EJ:~~~~~~~ilif..~J""·1r.;·i···· -~ 

of many interpretations and clues were right. Do not agree clear 

warning given as to date. A8 with all post-mortems, value lies in 

lessons which can be extracted for future use. 

Second: Such lessons from the report apply partly to H.Q.s 

in charge of' operations and partly to IL. Q. s responsible for over-all 

watch on war. 

Third: Vile believe ·following lessons can be extracted: 

(a) f~!:~~!~~~~ 9s1!~~!.~e~fu~jsP.f~ufl~~flaf?~¥~~~ i~~~~·iog~~~bt~§~-~i 
tendency in this case. ~ 

(b) ~~~Lg~·~~7foilim6~~r~~ii~&~i~~nf"'6ii~~~r;~F..!&%~r~{~ :ei~~~~~~ be_ 
lolfa"r"''~epo!'tS'~"succfes-s· J.if0vem13e"r"'"l.T:r:tea offensives in weaken­
ing Germans, obscured German freedom to confine the bulk of 
their reinforcements in men and equipment to the West. 

. 

-, 

(c) Intelligence staffs must appreciate enemy.view of current 
Allied operations. In this operation they failed to 
realise the extent to which Germans .felt free to use their 
reserves for an attack. 

-=..-

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

o t e · e c e f o _ XR -~.ml~ ... ...Q1'..,.,m.ilU.SX.l'-.. ~~g,,,,q i3'. 
_JJre:tta:paJions could have been .. il'l;~~.r~~eg .. ~Jthet:: ..• ~§_t, .;.--- \ 

i of fens iY~. na 't!iJre ,,._or · ~: \ 
(ii) ~dsl~~~l!J.§:Quil9-.;1£.~ of central reserve t_" 

restore situation. \ \ 
..._Tactical reconnaissance, active patrolling_,.,._rua_pture !.ox ·~ _ 

interrogation of prisoners of ...:wax-.an~he-l:l.kQ nius~,. in_. \~ 
~ still remain s~re.s.:!!_g_uide_ to enemz,.J,,nt.entioUvi 

-ror Commanders in the fieia~- In this case weather and the : 
Siegfried Line, and not lack of effort, were presumably to 
blame. J 

cf 
I 

Germans have learnt from us now to employ deceptive measures1: 

Germans are learning too much of our Order of Battle from 
our bad wireless security. 

Fourth: Must point out that dispositions in Ardennes were 

noted by Strong in his intelligence appreciation in his GAD/SH 142 

of 13th December which contained a warning that a relieving attack 

there should be expected if some of the excess of divisions were not 

moved away soon .. 

cards .. 
N' •"'1NWl'i'r' 
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REF ID:A55774-

• TQfJ SECREt: YLTR" 
. i\l 

It is not tho purpose of this paper to indulge in 
·wisdom after the even;t, but to learn what can be learnt. 

(1 ) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

A. Source CY¥'r~~3S. 

It can be stated at once that:-

Source gave clear warning that a coµnter-offcnsiye\ 
was coming. -} 

He also gave \7acnine;, thour.]). at. rather short notj.cc~ 
of when it was coming. 

We. ff'R'fE' h -

He did not give by any means unmistakable indications 
of where it was coming~ nor, on the mir1tary s~ae;~~ 
{y•hich was the impor'tan side) Qf its full scale. 

This was la1 .. el clue to new and elaborate docc tions 
staged by German secur1 y. 

German planning, on the other hand, must have been 
greatly help~d by the in~ecurity of certain Allied 
signals. On this point the warnings of source 
were both timely and ample, but in vain. 

TOP SECRE1 bJLTRA 
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I. G.A.F-d-V_'11~~~7742 . 

• • ur ~fGRt • . . ULTRA 

• (a) General ----i 
The G.A.F. evidence shows that ever since the last 

week in October preparations have been in t~ain to bring 
the bulk gf' ~l:le: Luf't\iaffe on to aii-•fields in the West • ... 

The. ·evidence has always tended to shov" that any 
such Westward move would be in support of the Army. But 
it has never been possible to infer the exact nature or 
timing of the Army operation. : 

It seems that the original plan was set in moti9n 
about November ~t when· tho fighter units were ordered to 
send advoncea ao·achments to the West. The actual units 
never came 17c~t in November, but preparations continued. 

By about November 20 the urgency seems tco have disappeared 
and a certain hesitation is seen regarding_ the role 
of these fighters. 

About Nov. 25th a striking change took place in tho 
Command and from December 1st all measures ~ere concerted 
f'or the ultimate deployment and operation of the fiGhter 
clcse-support force to aid the attaclc. 

Evidence that the blow Yms imminent appeared from 
about Deccm'6er Lt[- !>USB:tb·1e--:ev:tdence: u:r··-=-1t-t:r-·'t:rntt:hg~ ana-·- -- -­
duration Yvas a!so available (Pilot a/c coming fol"' "about 
14 days"). 

Evidei;iqc of ~recise Il.,Oint o! .. ~ttacl~,.,.!~§ ~ever cle_a;a. 
The two Groups o'f" airficfds, in tfie Arnf'plifR - D'UE?3SELDORF and 
FRANKFURT areas, flanked a very wide field extending from 
KOELN to LUXEMBOURG. 

It should be emphas"ised that, se far as the d.A.F. 
was concerned, at no stage between the end of October and 
December 16 was there any radical change in the general 
planning. Every additi0n wa~ simply a further elaboration. 
Thero was nothing to show any change in G.A.?. strategy. 
In fact, this unbroken sequence of preparation over a period 
of seven weeks tended to conceal any changes in the plans 
of the Army, though it seems clear that Army intenti~ns 
must have differed c~nsiderably in early November frgm what 
they had become by mid-December. 

(b) Details 

Fi1"'st date = 
date of document. 
Seconcl. date = 
date of TP. 

T349/42 
18/10 
20/10 

T350/20 
25/10 
27/10 

Summary 

S~n~eraents o!'_Policy 

Statement tif G.A.F. Folicy to 
Navy. Defence of Reich must 
be chief concern, and therefore, 
so long as warfare on main 
fronts remained static, armies 
would b~ deprived of close ~upport. 

Comment 

These two messages, 
taken in conjunction 
explain the WhQle 
G .. A.F. policy 
throughout November 
and right up tr­
Rundstec'lt 's attack 

JODL passed to c. -i!l-C. \hiEST .=t.ocision in Decembe~ca. The 
of OKW. Preparations being m~d0 by G.A.F. like the 
OKL to 11r•ing u:p very st1•(1):n.g ~·ighter Army's strategic 
f~rces in event of large Allie~ attack 
in West. Transfer not Dossible at presents 
for reasons r.on."1.e~teii wi. th ·';rairri..11.P.' ~r: ftJ131_. 

TOP SECRET ULTRA 
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T350/20· 
25/10 
27/10 

T350/15 
26/10 
27/10. 

T353/60 
29/10 
31/10 

T345/101 
31/10 
1/11 

T362/38 
7/11 
8/11 

T361/167 
7/11 
8/11 

T366/35 
11/11 
12/11 

Summary 

JODL passed to c.-in-C. 
WEST decision of Oroiil. 
Preparations being made 
by OIUi. to bring up very 
strong fighter forces in 
event of large A1licd attack 
in west.. T~?"ernot 
possible at present, for 
reasons connected with 
training and f'uel• 

Comment 

Rundstedt 's attaclc in 
December. The G.A.F. 
lil1:e the Army's strategic 
reserve, would only be 
committed when the Army's 
defensive position 
required. Until that 
moment they would be held 
back. 

~rlicr Indications of' Nature of Oneration 

Luftgau VI wanted help in 
etocking up 11 airfields 
'Yi th 03 for 11 project in . 
first f'ew days of November". 
500 cbm. requested, as 
stocks were dispersed and 
could not be moved about 
fo1., 11 SCHLAG.l'ili.TIGEH EIHSATZ 11 

(i'ligl1tning employment"). 
Allusion to "three operations 11 • 

Jagdkorps I to run a TEW'r on 
"air defence by do.y11 on 2/11. 
Korrnnodores of' JG. 2 and JG.26 
to attend, as well as a 

· re:presentativc of J1C. II. 

JG. 26 quoted GOERING order 
that re-equipment of all 
f'ightor aircraft as fighter 
bombers must be possiblu 
within 24 hours. 

This seems to have "been 
genuinely conccrn0d with 
uir defence. During 
November ai:r opposition 
to VIII USAAF raids to 
Central GI'.lRMANY was 
stepped up. ~ 

~ve u32 of._Fi.rr.J:! ter Uni ts 

Jagdkorps I reported to 
Jagdkorps II equipment of 
21 day fighter Gruppen 
belongh1g to JG. 's 3, 4, 11, 
27 !I 77' 300. 

Referring to Jagdkorps I 
of 4/11, JG. 11 reported 
GRIESHEIH, BIBLIS, and 
BABENHAUSEU suitable 
airfields. 

JG. 27 advance detachments 
in COLOGNE area. 

Clearly foreshadows 
operati~n ~n large scale 
under control of Jagdkorps 
II. Othe1"' information 
showed J·G. 1 and 6 also 
involved; that is, almost 
the entire G0rman fighter 

) force. 

All advanced detachments 
moved up about 7-8/11. 
E~;:cept for JG. 4, JG. 3 
and JG. 27, flying cl0mcnts 
did not follow until about 
17/12. (I.e. not until 

l 

actual opening of offensive; 
cf. reference to "li~htning 
employment"). 

I 0 p s E c R E-T . ij L T RA . I T3 64/1 4 
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• T364/14 
9/11 
10/11 

T362/111 
8/11 
9/11 

T361/2 
6/11 
7/11 

T361/1 
6/11 
7/11 

T367/53 
12/11 
1 ll/11 

T374/76 
19/11 
21/11 

• REF ID:~~_774 • 
-3- ""f 0 fl :; t t; n c r ULT RA 

Advanced detachment Stab 
JG. 6 to ·QUAKEl'l"BRUECK. 

Tf1'El\i"'TE and STEENWIJK to 
be prepared for I and II 
JG. 1. 

Advanced detachments of 
JG. 77 arriving at short 
notice on airfiolds in 
DUESSELDORF area. 

Advanced detachments of JG.300 
and JG. 301 arriving shortly 
at airfields in the KASSEL 
district. 

First mention of an advanced 
detachment of JG. 3. 

Locations of advanced dctacn­
monts of JG. 3 in the 
STOEHMEDE b.rea. 

)These units 

l

dropped out 
scheme. 

• 

subseg_uently 
of the 

R367(A)/14 Reference to difficulties 
9/11 at new operational location 
14/11 of JG. 4. 

T359/71 
4/11 
6/11 

T359/122 
5/1·1 
6/11 

'I'360/32 
5/11 
6/11 

T379/39 
23/11 
25/11 

Bringigg_J;n of SG. l~ 

III SG. 4 to REINSEHLEN. 

Stab and II SG. 4 t"' move 
to UNTER~UHLAUERSBACH to train 
in bad-weather ground-attack 

lSG. 4 had been operating 
on the Nortl1 Russiqn 
Front. It appears to 
have been withdrawn to 
GERr11/'..NY about 4/11 to 
retrain with a new anti­
tank weapcn, so as to be 
brought into operation 
with tho fighter units. 
Suggests rr.ost strongly 
that the coming operation 
would be closely connected 
with the Army. (See alsp 
under "Pilot Aircraf't 11 

below). 

and re-eg_uip with "Panzcrbli tz 11 

(an anti-tanlr. v1ea1)')n) and MB, 
for operations on Western front. 

Elements of III SG. 4 retraining 
at UDET1',ELD. 

Stab SG. 4 at GUE~DRSLOH. , 

/Miscellaneous events 

T 0 P S E C le t: I tJ LT i\ A 
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T367/31 
12/11 
13/11 

T367/125 
13/11 
14/11 

T369/5G 
14/11 
16/11 

T371/41 
16/11 
17/11 

T374/100 
19/11 
21/11 

T375/122 
18/11 
22/11 

T372/16 
18/11 
18/11 

T375/119 
21/11 
22/11 

T381/23 
25/11 
27/11 

ID:A55774. 
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~.Iiscellaneo~Y,£gt,s 12/11-27 /11, 

JG. 77 asked for repairs t~ 
an underground fuel-installation 
urgently required for 11spccial 
co~til,'lgcncy known to you". 

JG. 11 states that arranging _g_l,'.. 
quarters by advanced dotachm0nts 
o;n. thei1 .. m-.r.n responsibility is 
forbidden, as endangering 
sccr·ccy.' 

Ii'ightcr units in West not to· use 
Geschwader budges or unit 
mar l~j.ng s. 

Luftgau ~:rv order (based on 
I1uftfl.otte Reich order of 14/11 ) : 
Serviceability of airfields· 
intended fo~ bringing up of. 
fighters to be reported daily. 

.l\ .• R. c. DELri,E:trn:onsT ordered work 
on airfield defences to be halted 

··at once till completion of 
.airfields for "fighter o:::)oratio11s 
VBSTi'• 

WaJ?ning f1.,om G.A. F. Command WIBS'J.1• 

·to Flak to expect appcEµ"ancc of 
· strongish fighter force~ ~n 

Western Glli1MANY. 

.. 
Above .passed en by Luf·ligau :-crv. 

GOERING decision. Fighter 
aircraf't intended for operations 
in tho west not to be equi:p:Ped 
·with ~'E.T.O. rr These however 
to .. be Jccpt ready. 

Ro-equipping with 11E. T. C, 11 of 
~ighter units intended for 
operations in the West and 
for employment as fighter 
bombers must be possible within 
24 hours. 

) 

) 

) 
) 

An example of the 
claqoratc se0urity 
precautions 
throu0hout. 
These .sugz..gE.j; 
ofi"cns i vc r11 t11cr 
·than defensivc­
IiitG'ntion, 

Obs·cui"o, ·. Looked at 
tl1c" tim0 as· if things 
wcr~ about to· begin; 
but"nr-i evidence of 
m9vo up of tmits. 
Ordc1"' may have bt.,Gn 
ciuc to Amnrican 
Army uttucl..:s -
e. p1.,ocnutiont:t1 .. y 
rvarnirg in co.so 
fighters h·nd to be 
us·od p1"'cmatu.i"'oly. 

. _, 

This order and tho 
ricxt reflect a certa:in 
hesitation about this 
date - Yvh0the1 .. 
fighters to be used 
as such or not. 
Perhaps earlier plan 
was hanging f"irc as 
serious brealc-through 
by Allies came to 
seem unlilrnly. 

) Last ten days of 

I 
Novem.ber po::mibiy a 
replanning stage 

. during whicb. cm.mto1"' 
o:f:'f'ensive hatcb.erl. 

T 0 P S L b " ..... U ~ T Ll Al ~373/8 



T31a(8 
18,JllP'1 
19/11 

T57.5/80 
/94 

/120 
20-21;11 
22/11 

T378/83 
24/11 
25/11 

T379/60 
25/11 
2b/11 

T381/43 
26/11 
27/11 

T379/86 
25/11 
2b/11 

T380/87 
26/11 
27/11. 
T383/95 
30/11 

-"""'3.Q'1C./,t11. 
'11390/22 
5/12 
6/12 .. 
T390/14 
5/12 
6/12 

• 
-~F ID:~77(42a~-

_, I VJ "1 - 1\1 ... l-tJ.J:J.H,ti • 
Advanced 4etachment of a 
Jm.. 27 unit moved from the 
KOELN a:rea to AOHMER. 

Switch of JG. 27 ma~ 
also reflect this 
hesitation. If thin~s 
wcro hot to happen soon, 
it might be better to 
pull JG. 27 out of ths 

) exposed KOELN airfields. 

JG. 27 flying units mov~d up 
to the ACHMER area. 

JG. 4 was operational and 
receiving orders f~om 5 JD, 

"Auswertung" being eet up 
for III SG, 4 at KIRRLACli. 

III SG. 4 at KIRRLAOH. 

Reason not clear. They 
remained ~uiesccnt until 
attack began. As 
oxperienccd close-support 
units, the~ may havo 
been intended ~s n readily 
available ~eservo in oase 
of btacalc-through by 1 or. 
9 Armies. Unlike all 
otho:r units o'Oming up~ 
JG. 27 had only baen 
ttway from Jagdkorps II for 
about 3 "v1eclcs; 
consequontly its return 

.cannot be evidence of an 
:t.:n".;cntion at this date to 
ua1nforce the front at 
once on o. lar~e scale. 

Bringing into operation of 
JG. 4 and III SG. l.~ a.bout 
'tl"iis date was probably 
premature and o. reaction 
to sucoosses of 3 and 
7 Armies. 

Alterations in Chain of Command 
· (Latt'e:r:a end .2£..-N'ovem'ber) 

Flicgordivision 3 withdrawn 
from operations. 

F. 123 and its u.~its subord.:fne.te 
to Jagdkorps II. 

I KG. 66 subordinate to 
Jagdkorps II. 

Battle Unit HALLE.IJSLEBEN 
sub, to JK. II. 

KG. 51 sub. to JK. II. 

TOP Sf Ch LI l:JLTRA 

These most significant. 
They resulted in setting­
up a very powerful close­
support command, Jagdkorps 
II, controlling the bulk 
of the German fighter 
force and all btmbing, 
ground-atte.clc and night 
ground-attack forces in 
the West. Fighters we~e 
controlled through1two 
subordinate connnands, 
Jafue Middle Rhine and 
Jagddivision 3. Jafue 
Middle Rhine proviousl~r 
only in contrul of night­
f'ighte1"s and subol"<:iino.te 
tc 3 JD. Jagddivision 3 
in oont~ol 6~ strategic 
day and nig11t fighters. 
G.A.F. Ccmmand WEST reta±nsd 
c~ntrol only of the lon~­
distmice Ar.234 recce a/c. 
In ract, this recreated the 

/old 
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T379/22 
T381/12 
23/11 
25-7/11. 

T384/47 
29/11 
1/12 

T387/53 
2/12 
.3/12 

T384/16 
T386/33 
29-30/11 
30/11-2/12 

T398/53 
12/12 
15/12 
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JG, 4 and JG. 2 a~ded to 
signals list of Jat'ue 
Middle Rhine. 

JD, 3 return of strengths 
of JG. 3, JG, 27, JG, 26. 

First return of day-fighter 
strengths by Jafue Middle 
Rhine to Jagdkorps II, 
covering JG, 2 a.i.~d JG. 4. 

l Gld G.A.F. pattern Of 
Luftflotte - Fliegerlcorps, 
normal during the phae e 
of German offensive, 

5 JD. remains outE:ide the 
plan, showing t~at, 
whex ever opeJ:>a·~i on might 
be intended, at least 
the extreme s:iu th of the 
front was excluded, 

• 

Ty;pe .9f Preparations bein~ ma~~ 
by un;hts in ea-r::,lY; D~efuber 

Return of stocks of "E.T.C." 
by I and III JG. 11. Returns 
~uoted a reference of 26/10, l Insist snce on bomb-release 

) 

gear and low-level attack 
again points to army _ 
co-operation. 

Jafue Middle Rhine reported ) 
on trai::iing in "hcming flignt 11 ) 

in JG. 4, JG. 2 and JG. :1. 

Menti~n of Pilot Aircraft 
led to misinterpretation. 
Zielflug was thought to 
be pract~ce for inter­
ception, as 0n previous 
occasions. In t'ac·t;, it 
is here used to mem~ 
attaclcs on gro•..1.nc.1. targets. 

R.396/A/15 On 2/12 and 3/12, III JG.26 
5/12 carried out 4 pr~ctice flights 
13/12 in low-flying attack, 

T399/30 
14/12 
15/12 

T384/47 
29/11 

'1/1 ~ 

Return of "E.T .. C." by Jafuo 
Middle Rhine covering I, II," 
III and IV JG. 4 and I, II 
and III JG. 2. 

Chronology Early Dece~ 

JG. 3 aircraft in STOERMEDE 
area. 

R.384/.A/84 Courses for National-
30/11 Socialist Leaders in Lui'tgau 
1/12 VI 3-16/12 cancelled owing 

to 11•impending special 
operation11 , 

This now has an obvious 
significance but the 
context is comparatively 
trivial and· it was 
illlJ.'.lossible to attach its 
true valu0 t4 it owing 
to German abuse of 
lmiguage. No doubt 
"special oporo.tion11 failed 
to ring a bell. 

/T 390/56 
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~~/56 
6/12 

R.398/C/77 
12/12 
13/12 

T390/26 
2/12 
6/12 

T388/13 
3/12 
4/12 . 

T392/62 
4/12 
8/12 

T389/3 
4/12 
5/12 

T393/18 
8/12 
9/12 
T389/11 
4/12 
5/12 
T395/65 
10/12 
12/12 

T397/79 
13/12 
14/12 

REF 
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G.A.F. bommond WEST to 
Luftflotte REICH, Gen.Oberst 
STUl.IJPI'. "Enlar gemcnt repc atcdly 
asked for of the DOPPELKOPPKREIS 
extremely urgent. Non­
compliance with request' con 

DOPPELK.OPF ("double 
head") is also a card 
game. On 15/11 there 

have un}?redictablo consequences". 

was also a Ro.ilYff.y 
Movement DO:!?PELKOPF, 
appl).rcntly ~)D.rt of' a 
GruTies Rorius, since it 
incl udud a 111 :'HIS'l1 11 • 

ObOl"St von FICHTE arri Ving 13/12 
at nest mid Refitting Staff 16 
for DOPPELKOPF-SPIEI~EN. FREDI 
to be informed. 

Luftgau XI to report by 5/12 
barrel requirements for stocking 
up for 11Fighter Ops. WEST". 

But this seem:~ r11er0 
coincidence. It j_s 
possible in rctrosDect 
to fancy mcnning3 for 
DOPPELKOI?:B1 tho OTJEJration 
(e.g.attack by two Pz. 
armies). But thol.70' is no 
evidence that the 
ordinary moaninG plays 
any more part with 
DOPPELK.OPF tl10 -;peration. 
than with DOPF1i'i.1ECPF 
the Raihmy Movomont. 

J.Juftgau VI to report to Luf·t;flotte 
REICH on measures ta!cen f'or 
tccb11ica.l supply of units that 
had ar;. .. ivcd f'or ops. in the West. 

Pyrotecnnics ue.ed as visual )This fits in vii th the 
navigation aids to be stored atlpilot-aircraft toghnique, 
observer po0ts. Instructions see below. 
how to use them. 

All Kommodores and Kormnondeure 
of day f'ighter Goschwader 
except JG. 300 ond JG. 301 to 
attend conference at Jagdlc.:ir:ps 
II H.Q. bcginniri.g 5/12. 

Advanced Detachment II SG. 4 
arrived KillTORF. 

VJhon brought UP.> JG. 11 to go 
to BIBLIS, ZELLIIAUSEN, ond 
GROSSOSTHEIM. 

)Very signif~cant. 

l
Jagdkorps II is g:i.·vi:nc; 
ardors to un.::..ts forruc1"lY 
under Jagdkorps I. 

)Parallel to move up of 
)f ightcr advanced dctachmcm:b3 
)about 7/11. 

Ref erring to Jagdlcorps II master 
order of 1/1~, unusually 
stringent security regulations 
governing briefing of' III JG.3 
and subsequent mov~ments of 
crews. ~ 

Minor switch Gf' 
clestination, in same area 
us bcforu~ .,N!ysterious at 
time, but later pilot­
a.ircraft documents showed· 
it referred to the 
operation, as a whole. 

Luf'tgau XIV asked i~ LIPP~, 
AILERTCHEN, and BREITSCHEID 
wore· still required for JG.27. lA hint that JG.27 ~lways 

intended to return·to the 
KOELN area and only moved 

lNorth to cnncrctcd 
airfields as a temporary 
measure when, ti.bout 20/11, 
immediate employment 

)seemed UIU~cccsso~y. 

/T399/7Li. 
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T3.it,9/74 
1~2 
16/12 

T398/71+ 
14/12 
15/12 
T399/58 
15/12 
16/12 

Order from 3 JD. t~ JG.1. 
Gruppen to mPve up. This 
order was distriuutcd as 
low as Gruppen, owing te 
urgency. 

III SG, 4 to transf or to 
KIRTORF as soon as weather 
allows. 
First strength return of Jafuc 
Middle Hhine covering Stab 
and I SG. 4 ZIEGENHAIJ:r, II SG. 
L~ KIRTOH.P, and III SG. 4 
KIRRLACH. 

First movement of units 
prior to the operation. 

SG. L~ concont:r.ating in 
area of KOELN for 
operations as a Goschwade~ 
Shous opcratiom in the 
South of third Gruppe 
wore outside general plan, 

~udar Operations by NJG.4 

T389/7 
4/12. \ 
5/12 

T400/9L(. 
T402/7 
15-16/12 
17-18/12 
T397/7 
12/12 
13/12 
T398/78 
14/12 
15/12 

I, II and III l'TJG. !~ to collect! 
11window". (To bl': in possession 
of Gruppcn at all costs by 
9/12). 
I and III NJG. 4 report 
arrival of window. 

NJG. 4 specifies airfields 
in HOLLAND for undertukings 
ROPER ar.d BARKER. 
ROPER shown to be an intruder 
oper~tion dire~tc~ against 

BERTIE 
R.394/A/13 An o./c fuel column moving from 
8/1 2 OBERNBUHG to ESCHBORU and 

Bomber C~mm!fild• 

11/12 then on, undGr keyword BERTIE. 

BERTIE issued on 14/1 2, uni ts 
from A.R.C. 's KOELN and 

Only loosely com1cctod 
with the main scheme, 
and not very ro"lrcuJ.ing 
at the time, 
Th'e most thut those 
preparations s~oweu was 
that the G. : .• ;:i. was 
becoming more offensive. 

This is a scheme tA 
prPvide mobile G.A.P. 
servicing units,preoumably 
for aircraft mnking 
emergency la:."ldings. in 
the tactical areo.. 

T399/21 
14/12 
15/12 ALr.lELO to l .. eport at ALTEMKIRCHEN. 

T400/49 
15/12 
16/12 

T388/77 
4/12 
5/12 

T389/64 
4/12 
6/12 

BERTIE units left GIESSEN and 
ETTIHG!U.USEN. 

!he ,I?l,lot Aircpa~i 

16 pilot aircraft and crews 
to be provided by NJG.101 for 
II and III JG. 11 and I, II 
and III JG. 2, all in 
FRANKFURT area. 
2 night-fighter crews to be 
allotted for about 14 days as 
pilot aircra.i't for I, II, III 
and IV J~. 4) I JG. 11 (all 
in FRANKFURT area) and I, II 
and III SG. 4 at ZIEGENHAIN, 
KIRTORF, and KIRRLACH. 

TOP SEC flt .... YLTRA 
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This is the most revealing 
of all. Air Ministry at 
first on 6/12 connected 
it with large-scale 
interception of strategic 
bombers, but SG,4 was 
hard to explain away even 
then. Later reference to 
low-level fligh·I; and 
n:eute marking showed the 
pilot a/c must uo in·tcnded 
to assist la1 .. go 1'o:i•1!1t.tions 
of fighters and f':i[::ht;or­
bombers to got o:t'i' ana 
find their target area. 
Firm comments were sent te 
this effect about the 
fighters as soon as the 
necessary indications were 
avniluble i. e, on 14f 1 2. 
Soc below. /It 
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T390/29 
5/12 
6/12 

T391/78 
4/12 
8/12 

T398/1 
12/12 
14/12 

T399/31 
13/12 
15/12 

T396/30 
8/12 
12/12 

T398/30 
9/12 
14/12 

1r399/l.~4 
8/12 
15/12 
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2 night-fighto~ crews, to 
ensure assenfuly of strong 
duy-fightcr :rormations in -
bad woo.tlJ.cr, oent to I 1 
II and III JG. 1 in HOLLAND .. 

2 Ju. 88 crewe eo.ch to a 
number of airfiolds coVorih~ 
uni ts ment ionell above, v:L us 
JG. 6, 3 1 ?.'1 1 2G and 55. 

Amendments to a. Jagdko:ra:1s II· 
master ottclo:r or 1 /12. FlaI'O 
cartridges ·to ba fixicd upward 
when f'lying nt low level. 
Pilot ai~craft to p~es on to 
formatiQTIS being Jed a:IlY o~aor 
for recall. Rofel'onoP. ·to 
"Northern" and "Southet1111' 
groups. 

More a.monClrncnta to mastc:tt OI'dol'.1 
of 1/12, doaling with d~ill for 
formation take-off with pilot 
a.ircratt in darkness and 
mnrking of ~oute with 11gl,ts. 

Y/ehrl:reis VI r.,rishod to prcvont 
use of SENNE airfields 'by 
G.A.F., o~ which an advanced 
detachment had arrived. 

RUNDSTEDT gave OlllJ;lhutic 
orders to VIJchrkrois VI to 
allow G.A. P. Command '{iEST 
to use SE}ThTE 1 and 2. 

f;3El'f.N'E 1 p1"cscrj.bod as take-off 
airf'iold f'or a i.mi t coru1ected 
with •rransport Ccmmand ... 
Nearby airfields listed as 
intermediate fuolling-1)oints. 

) 

It was on 4/12 that ·L 
SG. 4, till then t:i1oue,ht 
tQ be on t 110 Russinn 
Front, was seen Jlio 'be 
joining the rest of i.l:o 
Goschrmdor in the Vlost. 
It wo.s BJ.so on 4/~ 2 that 
ym hac1 the first indicat:ian 
that II 3G, L~ rms C'oming 
on to ovc1 .. nbioi1 f.l.f1,o:r- r~­
t1,::d11in,g, Co1"1contrntioh of 
a wl1clc spccinl.i.s0d. groun~ 
attack Goschvrnc1·.::ir at this 
junct11:re cJ.sar.Ly shr:mod 
that things wcro l;ioving. 

This was not g1"aspee· in 
its full significance till 
tllo mornj.ng of 1 6/1 2, ·when 
nn ELG.An. message dealing 
with a large scale Ju.52 
operation ~ade it ull 
clea1"'• '1.1ho o:nl:}r 
intelligence qn the 
subjGct which could 
however tic up SENNE with 
parachutists only came in 
on the evening of tho 15th 
(T399/44). Tl1e wholo of 
·this intelligence \!as 
stgnallod vwry fast in 
its true ~orspcctive, on 
the 16th i. c. l)r}fOl"'C the 
parachute drcp 1.)il tLc 
17th but a.ftc1, tJiu :._:.i.·O.All 
\7arning mi.d canccllut:i.cn 
or a Ju. 52 oucration in 

)the early hours of 16th, 

TOP SECi·\L!.. UbTRA- /·II. 
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TOP SfenL. ULTRA • II. Army Evidence. 

(a) Q._eneral. 

After the German rout in li'IU\NCE ond BELGIUM, when Allied 
logistic difficulties permitted a stabilisation of the German 
front, HITL:iJR made up his mind to hit bnck. 

For this he pushed pn the now co.11-up and planned a 
strategic armoured reserve. 

After tho f ailurc at i'JlNHEIM, the Germans, though still 
watching this sector, appreciated that the greatest thrcct 
was t~:KOELN. It was reasonable therefore to approcia~o 
that the move of the ar•moured reserve to comolctc its rest 
and refit in the KOELN sector 'lr·m.s a precaution agnins t an 
attack there, which did in fact truce place, 

At tho opening of this attaclc, which wus concentr•atuu 
on the drive for IWEI.1N, but covered the wh1=1le fronts o:t' 
American 3 und 7 Armies as well as of the French Army, 
German dispositj.ons were as fetllo\1s. 

Heoresgruppe "H" c9ntr•lled 15 Army, 1 Pa1"a. Ax•nry,. 
Armee ./\llt. CHRISTIANSEN (ex c.-in-C. ITETHEH.LANDS), ru1d ~·mec 
Abt. KI.1EFFEL (a new-comer from the BALTIC). This f'ron"'"e -
was thinly held and the Heeresgruppc controlled ni:l Arm0u:r·cd. 
or PG. Divisions. Tho state of the tw11 parachute divisJ.ons 
refitting was n't exactly known. There Yrcre not in any case 
sufficient divisions to explain the presence of a oparq 
Armee A9.t_. St.@:£.f. One possible explanation was that it 
would control the development of the defences of the Ilhinc 

.: Bridgeheads in tho group rear-area. But this wcs r...ot 
convincing and its proscnc·e may bt3 called ~'Riddle Number 1 11 • 

Heerosg1 .. uppe "B", in the key .sector, controlled 
5 Pz. Army and 7 J,_1"rny, ·with 6 Pz' • .Army in reserve. Besides 
infantry ond Para.. Divisions, 5 Pz. 1.rmy had 3 Armoured and 
2 PG •. Divisions in lj.no or in tacM.cal reserve. By stubborn 

-righting, helped by the weathc1"', 5 P£'nzer Army had managed 
to malce the Allied offensive slow and costly. Ultimately it 

~vas appreciated by both sides that the control of the ROER 
waters was the kcy·to further advance. At the time qf tho 
counter-offensive tho Germons still had this contrql, 

7 Army covered a much longer front, thinly hold nnd 
mainly QUiot, with pressura only on its right wing. +t had 
one Armoured Division. · 

6 Panzer Army consisted at that time of 4 Armoured 
Divisions. 

Then cert~in changes in German dispositions ~ecamo 
~ent. Panzer Army 5 faded from view. Its seGtor wns now 

,--reported under Gruppe MANTEUFFEL (hitherto G.O.C. 5 rz. 11.PiW)~ 
This implied an up-grading and so possibly a reinforco•11· :·.•"Ii, . 
in what was a 11 Schwcrpunlct 11 sector. Then elcmontn of 15 •. rr.w 
started being idcntif ied in Gruppc MANTEUF;.i'EI.1. This 
Cl':'.\incided with evidence that 15 Army's T.P. call-sign \7ns 'being 
used on the. line to 5 Pz. J.rmy. It. was possible to assume 

/that 
-rrtottP~s LHCi-+\ ~ hr-E· C::--t-• .....11:1~t4f:..&ft""""'A:...... 
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9tha t 15 Al"my was relieving 5 Pz .. 1'.rmy, which had been 
temporarily up-~raded to a Gruppc, while it had elemento 
of two Armies under it. For reasons to be stated Inter, 
some interpretations "needed" nnothor Army staf'f i'µrthc1 .. South. 
Thus a relief' was suspected. But German ccunouf1.uge blurred 
the evidence, making the relief (if relief there was) soem more 
gradua:.t. than the truth. This was "H.iddlo ITumboi.., 2 11 • 

It was, however, possible, on tho thoo1 .. y that 15 1~r".l1Y 
was gradually wi thdrmv-ing fr•om Hccresgruppc H, to sol vo 
"Riddle Number 1 11

, fo1~ a clear function wo.s imrncdio.toly 
found for A1 .. mee .t" .. bt. Y..LEPlilEI in its plncQ. 

Thero we1"'e tvro vicrw·s of. tho possible destination of 
Pz. Army 5. One favoured the neighbourhood of 7 Army, where 
five new v. G. Divisions were reported arriving r~om GT:!RHANY .. 
7 Army, though on a mainly quiet front, contnfa1cd divisions 
that were exhausted, part:t...mlarly those on tho right flan1r. 
South Pf .l\ACHE"N. It was plausible that 5 Pz. Ai~:ny might 
bo needed to i .. ost and refit any of these aft0r their• .t'clinf 
by the new· ai .. ri vals. The obj0ction was that th:is wcm.J.d °b~; 
wasting a Panzer Staff. In any case, this thcOl:ay ··-rcU:3 :r 11:il; 
held strongly, nor widoly, nor for long. 

The arrival of the fivo now v. G. Divisicns was 11H.i.dcD n 
Number ...3..." • The fact that t~~a fillies v1ere kncwn tQ be weak 
llb1"e cut both ways. 

_j 
,,..... This brings us to Army G1 .. ou.p "G". It had originally 

controlled 1 ru1d 19 Armies. Vii th favo Pz. and tw·o PG. D.Lvisions, 
1 Army had boon ·Dearing the brunt of PATrroN' s attaclc. 
19 Army had been :i.•educcd to a bridgehead. Ii; containcrl no 
armour. Thon c. -in-c. Upper Rhine ( appai•cntly HIMtrr,.r:11. 
himself) took over command not only of West Wall defences Sast 
of the Rhine, but of' ·19 Ar'mY as well. Later HeereH1gr1rr1·0 
U:ppcr Rhine was identified, This left Hecrcsgruppo 11 G11 vii th 
only 1 .l~rmy and Grup11e FOEHNE ( un enlarged Corps sec.: tor). 

Hc1"0 if anywhere was rcom fvr a riev1 Panzer J~rmy. 
ritcreover it would be farriliar ground for Panzer Army 5. 
The appearance of new Flak Division supporto'd this. 

Such was tho picture when·wirelcss Silence was 
ordered for all SS. Units (including specifically some 
of those in Pz. Army 6). · 

We -Nere uncertain about the High.el" Ccmmand in Jjl+o 
North. We were hoping ·to brealc the impasse in the AACHf.l'T 
Sector by an assault on the ROER dan1s. We were nC'lt ~dul~,r 
worried about the ar1 .. i val of 5 V. G. , non-ofi'ensi vc di visj_on.s 
behind 7 Army. We had driven 1 Army back ,,n to the W'eot Wnll, 
but were still exerting en..:.>ugh pressure to justify tho 
arrival of' a new Pz. Army Staff. 

~iddle· Number /;!:"_(HIMMLER as c.-in-c. Upper Rhine) 
could be connected with rep"'r·l:;s of trouble in the Black Forest 
and of discord between various German authorities, and with 
the need to organise a static defence on the Upper Phino. 

By naw the strategic armoured reserve was clearly 
on the move, but it comprised only fom" divisions and +.~1r:ro 
were no direct clues to its operational area. Other nrr.1c11r, 
which proved later to be available, was belicYed to bu j_n 
tactical rather than strategic reserve. It had n~t boon 
concentratoa. .J'.t most two other J~rmoured Divisions v1c!'c 
available in GDHIIL'.NY. 

IOP St:lih,_. \:ILTRA /Mcenwhilo 
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Meanwhile our two throats to GERMANY (HODGES and 
PA'rTON) were both tewporarily blunted. This vras not tlwrcfore 
the time to use 6 Pz. Army as a countcr-o.ttac1'.: f'o~~e,, urJ.less 
we seriously threntcned the ROER dams. Its moveyu.id not seem 
necessarily to imply inuned:ts:'"~e action. ~~v~ __, 

.... (~ 
We were tanto.lisingly near the truth. but the Ge1~nmn 

camouf'lagc of fo!'ma.tions just sufficed its end. 
_,,-·-- \ 

.--ia.. 

I' n 

(b) Details '. -.. ~ .... ,. ..:-_ ....... _ .... -, -·-

For an explicit statement that on nffensive was beinr; 
planned in tho West one must. go to the BAY series. (Sec Section .. B). 

The Japru:J.esc Ambassador nf'ter interviews with HITLER and 
RIBBEN"TllOP (BAY/~~L 119, 152, BAY/HP 113) reported that HI'I·T.J~~~ 
intcnoed an off'onsive in the nest, to t11l·rn place in novc1::"b6r .. 

Source, however, did provide detailed evidence fer 
tho steps by which HITIJER 's ordel"' \-ras implemented~ 
(a) the f'o1"'mation of the strildng force, (b) tho reo1•&;n.uil'38.tion 
of the cha.in of command. 

Evid.ence f'or the fOJ:>mation of the strilcing f'orce was 
given in detai+, from the orders for setting-up of Panzer 
Army 6 on 18/9 U:P to the imposition of wireless silence :C'or 
ss. formations on 10/12. ----.. ___ _ 

The reorganisatlon of the chain of cormnand took 
place under a cl~ud of false names and cover-plenning. 

,The only previous p'1rallel (apart fi•om the ultr'::l.-sccrct 
world of' flying bombs and rockets), and that 011 a JTJuch mo11 e 
modest scale, was the Germa..J. occupaticn of HUNG.t'J?.Y in 
March 1944. This reorganisation involved the switch ?f 
15 .Army from North HOLLAND to the AACHEN area in orC::.01 .. to 
free 5 Psnzer Army; tho f'o1"'mation of a neY1 25 ,,".rmy ~;o. to.kc tl1e 
p'.}.ace of 15; ond the bringing up of both 5 and 6 PEmzer J.rmios 
between 15 and 7 ~'.rmies. In uddi ticn four ccrps staffs 
(67, 85 Infantry, 47 and 58 Panzer) were made available for 
the- offensive by withdrawin~ them from the line, and two 
Col"J?S staffs· (53 and FELBER) were brought up from othe1" fronts .• 

The clearest indications fro~ source for the area 
from which the offensive was to be launched came from 
messarses ioaling "fli th train movements. (Seo sec ti-an. 3/r boloi~·. ) 

The .fact that Allied \"\Tireless insecurity permitted 
the Germans to form a substantially accurate picture of the 
l~llied line-up in the sec:.01" South of l1ACHEU is made a.bu..'11.dantly 
clear by the Y Service reports quotcd'bclow. (Seo Section on 
German Signals Intelligence). 

Finally some minor points should be mentioned. 
The formation of o. special unit f'or operations in the West 
was noted by sou'::'cc, ru1d the existence of the units Panzer 
Brigade ~50, as well as its connection with SKORZENY, was 
spotted; the ponnection of the unit with. the ~pcration, 
however, was not recognised until it was met in the fjclaJ 

TOP Sf!Grtc. ULTRA 
/A series 
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A series of messages from 7 Army in late November -
early December underlining the v1ea!mncd condition o·f' its 
formations mny have helped to sot tho minds of .Allied 
planners at rest as tp any Germon. throat frcm the 1.u:rnMBOURG 
scctoi"'. 

To sum up, sou:.i:•ce madv plain that a i...+orr:m .. n offensive;\ 
potential o;;:istod, o.nd gave hints [lS to tho time ai1d, lese 
clearly 11 the place of tho o:.:':t"cnsi vc. Vhmod i1::. the li[,ht 
of' ·what has. }]..flPP@ed, these hints ocem sufficicntl;y· p!o.in; 
hut ·lihe picture as it now appears is not the ono ·which 
developed from day to do.y. 

1 ' Formation of striking force. . . . 

.Ref. 

T320/33 
18/9 
27/9 

T328/11 
30/9 
5/10 

,;t\~332/98 
.II/ 7110 

10/10 

T340/8 
15/10 
17/10 

T346/97 
~ 8/10 
24/10 

T346/93 
22/10 
21~/10 

.. 

Text 

1,2,9,12 SS. Panzer Divisions. 
Heavy SS. Panzer Abteilungcn 
501, 502 and 503 ond Corps 
troops of I SS. Panzor Corps 
subordinated for· rest and refit 
to Staff of Panzer Army 6. 

1 I SS. Pz. Corps, 1,12 SS. Pz.Divs. 
·and Pz.Lehr to rest and refit in 
North Wes"li GERMA:N-Y. 

Elements 9 SS, Pai.kzer Division'to 
area MINDEN - H.AHELli - H.AN1WVER. 

KEITEL oi-•der: 6 Panzer f,rmy an 
OKV'J. Reserve, will control rest 
nnd refitting of I SS. P~.corps~ 
1,2,9,12 GS. Pz. Div3. and J?z. 
Lohr Div.-

Wi thdrmvals fi-•om lino: Panzei-• 
Lehr, Battle Groups 1 and 12 SS. 
Pz.Divs., 9 SG.Pz. Div., 2 SS, 
pz. Div., H.Q.155 Pz.Corps. 

"':r.. 5"5'_') 

Reporting Jen:t:!."e oi' ~m. · P z. .A1~my 
6 SAJSL.1PLEN (B:· 18 )/ . . 
1 SG. ?z. Corj)B J-,STERSHAG:S.:.·i (Yi 82). 
i SS. :r? !!: • Div. LU:'.::BBECIIT. ~Yl G1 ) .. 
12 SS. Pz. Div. Gl..lJJil\G-~E W 75). 
P z. I,ehr Div. HO:WZB.AUSE1'." B 8 6) • 
2 ss. P~. Div. Bu~REH (B 52) • 
9 ffi. Pz. Div. ra\DERSLOH (B 3L~). 
Also Heavy SS. Pz. Abteilungen 
501 S~lIT~ELAGER (B 65), 
502 GESEKZ {B 53 ) , 503 . SEN1:1ELAGER. 

Corr111c11t 

TOP S'ECF!~~ ULTRA-
/B. 
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Ref'. 

T373/52 
i:: 111 
- I 
i9/11 

~371/50 
9/11 
16/11 

'11378/6 
9/11 
21..t./11 

T365/110 
10/11 
12/11 

T373/G9 
16/11 
20/11 

T381/1 
25/11 
27/11 

T382/29 
27/11 
28/11 

• 
-·~ ,,_ - UL TR· A-

B,. 6 Panzer Army Crt'os~..JE.2 RHINE. 

Text 

Pz~ Sienals Regt. 6 arrives 
iCO~LN areaci 

Corrrrnand Echelon 6 Panzer J~rrny 
includod in contents of movement 
T.'\l!.!_!s.'!:tEB..1:"!.G. Elements of 12 SS p 

Pz. Div6 also listed, but not 
clear \"Jhethcr part of same movement. 

Transport of remainder of command 
echelon of" 6 Pz. Army and elements 
1 SS. Pz. Div. 

Transport away of 6 Panzer .A:!!my. 
2, 12 SS. Pz. Divs. ~d Pz. Lehr 
behind schedule. 

SS~ rz. Lrmy 6 i:ind I 38. Pz. Corps 
ad?resscd via Army Group B. 

No indication of 
destination. 

~~.Qhr....P.1visio:g_Qonri~i tteE!:._under Army Gr~E._Q;. 

Army Group G report mentions 
Rtta0l: by Pza r.eh1"' Div, area 
l'I:N"S'l'INGEJ;T. 

Pz. Lehr Division in sitrep under 
LXXXIX Corps, 

~~~~---------T395/71 
4/12 
12/12 

T401/22 
16/12 
1 Z/12 

T38l.i./:;.::; 
'">Cy ·(1 
1/12 

T378/88 
24/11 
25/11 

T380/91 
26/11 
27/11 

Count c r ~ttack by Pza Lehr and 
11 Pz. Dl"lrn area S.tJ\.RUNION. 

.pz~ Lehr reports boundaries 
wi tll 2 P z. Div. and LJCC{V Corps. 

Jl. SS ~--Q.9.£.P.§.. .. l!.lgves u~ .. 

w;l•_f' si lencc II SS. Corps .. 

II SS. Pi~ r.r.,1·1JG su"Lo1•Qinato·i to _ 
6 P:>:. ArnlY Ylith 2 SS .. 1 in1i;;:pecif'io...X. 
SS. Pz. Division, 3 Parachut;e 
Divisiqn. Intentions: "kurzfristig" 
~est, refit and training before 
fresh employirent~ 

L.§.~.Q_orps .1092~· 

I SS. Corps LECHENICH, Flivo to 
locate Pz, Lehr, 1,2,9,10,12 SS. 
Divisions. 

---- - - ---- -- -

Last reference to Pzq 
Lohr before offensive. 

Cloarly in preparation 
for move up to 6 Pz. 
!.LiilYo 



• Ref. 

T382/31 
27/11 
28/11 

T382/57 
28/11 
28/11 

T39~/75 
1-3/12 
9/12 

T390/21 
4/·j 2 
6/12 

T392/38 
l+/12 
8/12 

T395/49 
11/12 
·j 1/12 

T395/83 
10/12 
12/12 

T396/63, 
66, 79. 
11-12/12 
13/12 

T395/71 
4/12 
12/12 

T400/10 
15/12 
1 6/1 2 

T400/48 
16/12 
16/12 

• REF 
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Text Col11!'!1cnt 

--~~~------~------------~--~--------~-- ·----~-
Rations to 2 SS. Division at 
GREVENBROICH (F 17). 

Fli vo I SS. Corps rcpOi:>ts 2 SS. 
~ivision BEDBURDYCK (F 28), 9 SS. 
GELSDORl!,, (F 52) • 

Spa.re parts for 1 SS. BRUCKHUEHLEN 
(W 40), EUSKIRCHEN (F 33). 
9 SS - BONN (lt1 53 ) • 
10 SS. - BENSBERG (F 56). 
12 ss. - PULHEIM (F 36). 
116 Pz. - BERGISCH GLADBLCH (F 56). . . 

Reporting centres: I SS. Pz.Oorps 
HERRIG (F 2L~), 1 SS. Pz. Div. 
MUEI,HEI!~ (1, 23), 2 SS. Pz. Div. 
Kld\RST (F 29), 12 SS. Pz. Div. 

· B"R.AUVVEILER (F 36). 

Fuehrer Bcglei t Brigad':3 WITTLICH 
(L 35). 

9 SS • GELSDORP (F 52 ) • 

Imposition of Wi~eless Silence. ........... ------ . .. ................. 

These places!' J.ike the 
G. A. li'. ail"f':i.clds, s.re 
decepti vcly i~a.:r. l~orth 
and suggest 'th'.""oat to 
Al'.CHElT sector. 

'Nireless silence for all SS.f'o1 .. mations. 
Trupps with II SS. Pz.Corps and 2 ss. 
Panze~ Division identified. 

Further Trupps involved in sjlence 
identified: XII SS. Panzer Corps, 
1 and 12 SS. Pnnzcr Divisions. 

Mcve u-p to :B'ina.l Posi ticns. - - -
Si trep under heading ili-•my Group B 
lis'Cs Gruppc von Mf.i.NTEUFF'EL, 
7th Army, Rest and Refitting 
Staff 716, and unspecified Y.dJ. 
z. b. v. . 

Rost and Refitting Staff' 1 6 
boundai•y v:ri th Gruppe von 
I (f~NTEUPFEL. 

Wireless silence I SS. Corps 
cnncollod. Location SCHMIDTHEIH 

Commcn·t suggested 
11 71 611 en e;rror :ror 
111611 • Sitrep too 
gcnoi .. aliscd, however, 
to point to any 
specific localities. 

Comment peintod out 
close association Rest 
and Refitting Staff 16 
irfi th 6 Panzer A1 .. my, 
but no realisation that 
it wao j_dentical with 
tho Ar"Tly i tscJ.::.'. 

(F 16). Divs. subol .. flinatod _ 
1
21 

on
2 

~~ 1
0

2 s
3
s. 'l")P.nnzor, 277 e~c10 p ~ (: U \l \:-i ~ Ll It~ 

v • • ' !--0.1"8., 

I c. 
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c. Rest and Refij;_qf_~Q.rp10.tions not Ul1.'.J.or p_ j:>7.,. t1 ~",!!~~ 

Ponzor Divisions. 

Ilef. Text Connnent 

---~--------,---,--------------·--·-·~ ........ ~ ...... ___ ... _......,. 

T348/7 
14/10 
25/10 

T367/35 
11/11 
13/11, 

Consignment i'or 2 Pz.Div. sent to 
Pz, Base NORTH, Unloading Station 
BERGISCH GL:~DBACH. 

e:1ort term repair• scheme involving 
2,9,,11, 21,1.16 Pz. Divs .• , 17 88. 
P.G., 12 V.G. Divisions •. 

R.383/C/59M/T for 17 ss. P.G. Division m~dcr 
26/·11 heading Rest and Refit 6 Pz. Army. 
4/12 

T392/9 
1/12 
8/1 :2 

T391/35 
3/1?. 
7/12 

T392/75 
1/12 
9/12 

Rest and Refitting Staf'f 1 6 informed 
8 tanks V with crows rendy for 
loading to BERGI8CH GJ...iiDBACH for 
116 Pz. Div. 

13 tanlcs V already taken over by 
PzJ Re~t. 16 (116 Pz. Div~) hRd 
been blticked and. handed ovc:i~ to 
11 Pz. Div., 

5 I'onthor tonlcs f'o1 .. 116 Pz. Div. 

A'.'i..l , except 21 P:: , and 
17 SSoP.G." Divisions, 
novf (2!i/12) committed 
in the offensive" 

17 SS. :'J.G. at n ... ·cse!lt 
(24/12) not ye·i;-· involved 
in 6 :f>z. l~rm;'f of'fcnsi ve. 

2. Parachute .Divioions. (Movcir.ents later tb:l.11 ·J Dccel!1bo1 .. ). 

Ref. Text Oomnmnt ___ , __ , __________ ....._.._._...,. __ ..,._ ,. ________ .,..,...,, .. ---a 
5 Pn.£_a. Div. 

T396/18 
3/12 
12/12 

T397/96 
8/12 
14/12 

T389/8 
4/12 
5/12 

T390/25 
3/12 
7/12 

Transport authority 7 Army 
notified of movemcmts of' elcrncnts 
5 Parachute Division. 

6 Para. Div. gives up M/·r ai."ld 
armament for 5 Para. Div. 

Para. Pz,Jg.J.bt. 5 arrives in area 
of employment without certain W/T 
equipment. 

2 Para. Division'OLDE'NBURG. 

il_Paro.. Div. 

T350/86 
19/10 
28/10 

T370/95 
15/11 
17/11 

W/T equipment to OLDENZ.A1".I1 fol" 
elements 3 I,o.ra. Div. resting and 
l.,Cfi tting • 

3 Para. Div, ENSCHEDE (V 40). 

5 Pnrachute Dl"'T.. (.;.\rmy 
Group B). 

No location indicated, 
but comment suggestc:id 
OLDENBURG area for the 
division. 

:r 0 P SEC ft E i JJ LT RA- 111378188 
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Connnent ____________________________________ __,_,.. __ --- -

'I'378/88 
2.J.!-/11 
25/·11 

·~4.00/i.~J 
16/12 
16/12 

3 Pa . .:·a~ Div., subo:r:>d.inated to II E'Sc 
Fzo Corps for trai~~ng purpose3 only. 

-3 Pura. Div. subordinated to I SS. 
Pz, Co!'ps 

Rc-;rganisation of Higher Cvmmand. 

, ____ _.._._...,.___., ____ . _______ _ 
A .. 

T358/9 
1 /11 
1.1/·i 1 ---

' ----·. 

E..C2!..E1i::r~ i en of Arrnz GrpuJ2.J!. 

Roc~csgruppe H being set up. 

Comment 

--T363/20 
3/11 
9/11 

A1 .. :r1e·~g:!.•uppe STUDENT mentioneG. under 
Ru-:;re:=:gI'U:D:DO Bo 

'1'364/55 
2/11 
13/1-1 

T375/83 
7/11 
22/11 

T369/14 
11/11 
15/11 

T372/67 
13/11 
19/11 

T:?71~/106 
1 j/11 . 
21/11 

T372/35 
17/11 
18/11 

T385/23 
26/11 
1/12 

'11388/26 
3/12 
4/12 

T392/24 
3/12 
8/12 

Oomposi tion :)f' Army Group Ii given in Equationa 15 Army, 
t.erms of Pc.2.lwuy· numbers, plus 1 5 P~. Al"'my tentatively 
Parachute 1~1"my.. suggested .. 

Personnel clements A!.'my Abt, SERBili. 
r or incl m:;l on in staff' of· )~I·my 
Gr01.1p H. 

Refer13ncc to setting up of .1\.rmee­
grup~en (plural) in·mcssuge from 
!-! ._": J.r cu g~-:'-;·~P e ff. 

Armec G::.->t..ppe CHl.1ISTI.A:NSEN formed 
from G. o. c. Armed ] 1orces 1''!ETHERLANDS. 

1\.rmec Abteilung KLEPFEL 
e.ddr•essod v::.a Army G!.'oup H. 

First mention of Gruppe N/\N1r:Gt1FFE"L 
in Sit1"'ep ui:der 1~rm:y Group BJ 

Arrne e ·Grn:ppe von HA1'1'rEUL1FEL 
mentioned under ne·erese,1"'uppe Ba 

Sitrep shows sector 15 Army 
apparently rc~uced. 

30 and 88 Corps under 15 Army. 

TOP SECREi YLTRA , 

Prc~riou.5ly under Army 
Gr•oup NORTH. 

This thought at the 
time to be temporary 
up-gr~ding of ~z.Army 5. 

Comment pointed out 
inconsistency with 
'1~388/26. 

,/T392/65 
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Ref. Text Cemment. 

---------' --------------·----------.. --.. --
T392/65 
3/12 
9/12 

15 Army ad.dressed via Army Group B. Comment on cont1"0.s t 
15 Army under Army 
Group Hon 3/12. 
T392/24. 

T398/37 Von Z.ANGEN actj.ng G. O.C. Gl"Uppe 
5/12 von U.ANTETJB,l!'EL. 
14/12 

c. Release of Corps Staffs ___ ,_.........._,........ .........,_ 

T356/L~5 l58 Pz. Corps 
T357/48 by 89 Corps. 
2/11 ,3/11 
2/11 ,3/11 ) • 

being relieved 

T367/11 L~ 
13/11 
1 L~/11 

T376/11 
21/11 
22/11 

T375/114 
21/11 
22/11 

T377/35 
23/~1 
23/11 

T377/73 l 
T378/42 
24/11 
24,25/11) 

T378/41 
24/11 
24/11 

T386/58 
27/11 
3/12 

T386/46 
2/12 
2/12 

CorDo TRESCOW relieved 85.Corps 
as from 15/11. 

67 C~rps replaced by 30 Corps. 

2 SS. Corps no longer· in f'orrrier 
sector. 

6 Paro.. Di~:... 1n l-rev1oiia soc·tor 
of 2 ss. Corps. 

2 SS. Col"})S }?liV'O .ALb1TEU (F !~3). 
no su'bOl'•dinated t1"or-ps. 

67 Carris reserve of' !~r:my G1"oup H. 

Sigs. Abt. 453 IffiEFELD. 

Fliva 67 Corps transferring. 

T 0 P S. E C H E:-1~ U L T R A 

Comr.1ent sent later as 
~WL 3531. Conclusion 
that 15 1-.r:my wus • 
l"Clieving 5 Pz.Jlrmy, 
bu-lj that :prrrness still 
incomplete, This 
suppo1"ted by evidence 
from other sources. 

C.1ly one oubsoc;i.tv:mt 
reference to 58 :i.)211zor 
Cor1)s 22/11 .~ :::ic 
locatit:'ln (J'."f33/'S:~78/77), 
Ull t il D.j?!JC' ~.'.' <.:11.C G il'l 
offensive ·18/12 
('rlt02/78). 

No subseQucnt mention 
of 85 Oorro until 
appearance in offen.sive 
16/1 2 (T!~01/22). 

67 Corps ·tho richt 
Corps of 15 ,11•my in 
HOLLAND. Tcok pa.rt in 
offensive. 

Previously m1dor 15 
Army in NIJMEGDN sector. 

Comment: 53 Corps 
not identified since 
June when en Rn::::;sia.n 
front; considered 
destroyed by w.o. 
Took part in offensive. 

Comment: Not, c1uo.r 
whether Cor•;Js 
t1-iancre1•1•j.ng or only 
the Flivo. 

/T3_86/55· 
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T386/55 
2/12 
3/12 

1'395/7"1 
L~/12 
12/12 

~:395/50 
4/12 
1 ·i/12 

T395/8G 
.10/12 
12/12 

T382/51 
28/11 
28/11 

')~387/1 
2/'12 
3/12 

T392/49 
3/12 
8/12 

3. 

• 

T359/103 
5/11 
b/11 
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Te:::::t 

Unspecif'ied formation no longe1• 
una.e1• 1 2 SS. Pan ~er Corps. 

47 Pz. CoPDS u_~der Gruppe von 
MA}lTEtJ'F1'1EL o 

CO:L'}')S FELDr to Aramy GrOUJI H, 
67 Corps to Army Group B. 

74 Corps undel"" Gru:ppe HAIT1rEU1'1FELo 

Last, re.rer.Jnce "to 
!+7 Pz. Corps before 
offensive. 

J;n. extension of 15 Army 
.irea. rather than rnove 
of Col .. :PSo 

T' t. ~c2-.:::::::-ve of Ir..:Lcmtry fo1 ... med (sec also move up of 3 
---- -·- and 5 Para. Divs. above) • 

.36~ v. G. Division to be brought u:r;i . 
f'r01r. 67 Cori's for 5 Panzer Army. 

1~nloadi:ng e.1"0as: 
.?.45 j)i v o 1;. of r!tOLHOUS:G 
326 V.G. Division GE!lOLSTEIN (L28) 
BITBURG (L 1 5) o 

2uehrer :3e3lci t Brigade ':i'H..ABl!~N­
~R/tRBACH (L 55) KI.llH (L 83). 
62 V. G. Di Vo V\"F.L''rLICH (L 35). 
719 V. G. Div. S/./IRLAOTERN. 
560 V. G. Div,, DEHS.BOH.N-·SPEICHER 
(L 21.j.). . 
SS.Pz.Abt.501 - EUSKIRCHEN (F 33) 
353 V.G.Dive ZUELPICH (F 23) -
EUSKIRCHF..:N-B.1V.L (K 97). 
347 V. G. Div" area SAlill.LAUTERN 
(Q 73). 
Assault Gun Brigade 200 TRABEH­
TJ?./.RB/.CH. 
1~2"my Engineer Bdc. l}7, MillfS'IEilEIFEIJ 
(F 31 ) • 
li1uoh1"Cl ... 33. Bcgleit Be.le., C1''FE1'J3TJRG 
(':i 1 8). 

. ~ v. Li-. Di v·ision uddresse<1. ZINGSliED~ 
(P. 21 ) via 5 :Pa11ze1· Army. 

Contributory Evidence. 

This can be sean now 
iio be part of' the 
concentration for the 
offensive. But it is 
also very misleading. 
The V.G.divisions going 
to the .L\RDEiif1.lES are 
n8t high-g_uali ty uni ts.,, 

..'.ffiother hint, not 
m1derstood at the time. 
:. co:rmnen t pointed out 
tbat thi8 was believed 
to be in 7 ~\.1 ... my' s area. 

A. Requests f.or• :'.:?if"'..h.t.er Protection fol" '.Croop I\:ovem~n!E. 

/T360/109 
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T360/109 Area KALL (F 11) - TILBURG 
6/11 (unlocated) sug,:Jest EytI,BURG 
7/11 (JJ 16). ,- , -',,_.., -------- ~ ~:. ( 

rr362/95 Area DUEREH, GEIWLSTE'II'J", KYJ.JJ.JBUH.G, 
8/11 WITTLICH (IJ 35), BITBilllG. . 
9/11 

Simila1 ... i-•equ.ests f'or fighter pro­
tection foT train-movements and 
unloadin~s occurred repeatedly 
in the f'irst he.If of December. 
(T388/70, T390/84,\ T393/1 O, 
T394/1 etc.) in the areas 
I.~UENCHDN GL.ADBACH - ERK~LENZ -
GTI.EVE1TB20ICH - OSTERRATJ:I (behind 
AACHEH sector) 1 but also behind 
tre front of' the coming offensive 
- ljJI~r·rIJICH - EITBTJTIG :.. BRtJ:QHL -
T~1IER - HILLESHEIM. The night C'lf 
9/12 (T394/1 ) was outstanding, 
with 38 trains (direction • 
unspecified, but pretty clearly 
arriving), KOCHEM - TRIER, 
DUEMPELFELD - HILLDSHEIM, end 
ZUELPICH. 

Ct'lmment 

B. Fcrmation of a Unit for a SE,ecial Undertakin~~ 
in tile West 

T350/L~7 
26/10 
1/11 

T357/45 
31/10 
3/11 

T375/20 
19/11 
22/11 

T385/71 
30/11 
2/1?. 

i1387/82 
3/12 
4/12 

HITLER's orders for setting-up 
a-special force for special under­
talcing in the ·West. I\,nowledge of' 
~nglish and AmericaJ.i idiom 
-essential for volunteers. 

Call for volunteers. To be sent 
to GR.APEFr.rmmm.. 

!'.VT i'or 3.' z. Brigade 1 50 to 
GRAPEN\"lOEHR. 

liJJighting strength of 89 and 341-~ Inf. 
Divs. weakened to an extraordinary 
extent so that condition of these 
divs. demands. their early re1ief' 11 • 

11Contj_nuous decrease in f'ight~ng 
strength of' ~wn troops •........• 
comp~lling us to put in reserves 
at present available". 

-I 6 f S E C f\ t. r Y I: T R A 
/T391/11 
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74· cfo1•ps: 
<: r:;'Z iT'l'i ;:r · . ..,tA..1-G 
~ - '.J ..1.;;'lr • ,, t, 

344 Div. / 

89 Di"r:. 
272 Div. 
277 DiVo ··· 
~r:. ,.,_ ... "¥'\("'Ir 

( 1 8 .V. G-i'. Div. ) 

'TIT\ 
\ • - I 

:'IV) 

,~frj 
~III 
~ITI) 
(III) 26 DiVo 

eo Corps: 
352 Div,; . (III) 
212 Div. (incomplete) 

(III = Pully fit for defensive 
employment. 

IV = Condi tionallY fi:t for 
defensive employment.) 

SECKL1 BLT RA 

• 0 OIIJli1()Il t 

• 

;,._ 

• 

III A Hotc s:"Ll-!£!:m?.ii- Signals J:]!structio~ anc1 Precaut1™ 

. • 

1 ) On 10/12 ·a wireless silence was imposed on all:·· 
SS. formations on the western Pront • 

2) 

.IJhis was less signif icani; than it soun.~.-r:;r, as 
such silences have been ordered on previous . 
occasions. The security ban was however stricter 
than before, in that it did no·c exempt even 
.1' J...I." .:;;,, • 

On 1 2/12 tl1.ere was a gen0:'."'8.l j_b.JUe of ne'\·{. signals. 
instructions in area of Jagdkorps II. TlieBc ·· 
\"fel"C to l;ake ef'f'ect from 0300/14/1 ~ and concer•ned 
2 Pm"'a, Korps, 1; 2, 12 SS. Pz. Korps, 30, 66, 
67, -ii.+. 80, 81, 86 and 8e·c01"ps, v.r::!.th 1, 2,·9 
~1d 12 SS. Pzo Divs. . 
Now signals instructions were ala('} issued by the 
Jagdkorrs, with ef'foc~ from 1 l?/12, to its 
su"bor"dinste G.A.F. Units. 
This, in l"'etl"' ospcct, waf: clearly :.11 pre:pa1"'.s::;i0n 
:C'_gr the cff'cnsive. But nirnilar ge:r:eral issuee 
of' signals instructions had taken place il.L ITALY . 
and. had borne no operational significance V{hatever·, ~ 
bcin~ sj.'rrr£l:J.Y o. geno::ial re-organization • 

• 

3) The W/T silence alread;1,r refer1"'od to ·1:ms relaxed 
on 16/12, when Source reported telegPams to 1 SS. 
Pz, Korps~ 47 Pz. Korps, Z and 12 SS. Div. all 
stamped 1342-1350 and authorizing tho~e H.Q. 's. 
to send Kl~ messages. 
Similar instructions vrnre sent to 1 SS. Pz, J)j.v. 

at 00.35/17 /1 2. 

/ Oth0:c> fc-1..:mations 

l6P SECRE' UllRfr 
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Other formations rnust have received similar leave, 
for late on 17/12 the privilage was withdr~wn 

· again ...... f'rom 47 Pz. Korps, 7Li. KoI'J>S, 1 ss. Pz. Div. · 
and 2 Pz. Div. 
This order of 16/12 was clearly the final p,tarting­
gun. But it vras received too late for wa1"'11i11g. 

IV German Signals Intelligen9~ 

Bver oince D-Day U.S. Signals have been of great 
assistance to the enemy. Sc~res of instanc~s, 
11 ••.1or Attention of Gign:-ls Sem.::.ri ty Ol'ficars 11 , 

have been sent to I!linistries and. Cow.nands, the 
laot often with high prior•i ty; but with li ttJ.e 
noticeable result. It has been emphasized that..:1 
out of thirty odd U.S. DiviBions in the 'West, 
the Germans have constantly known the locatic··:;! 
and oi'ten the intentions, of all but two or three. 
~hc~r :!:,_new that the :~outhcrn wing of U.8. 1st Army, 
on a ~ront or some 80 ~il0s, was mostly held 
either by new of' by tired divisions. 
Oj1· 11 /11 Ai-•1i1y Group B appreciated: 11GeneraJ = 
The enemy is weakenincr the riCTht wing of 
1 .American Array (clement~ o"f 83 Div.) in favour 
of 3 American Army. .Any -plan ,;f'o£_~~~k ~;,r thc.:.r:~ 
in the EIL1EL is therefore· unlilc~ly"'. ITT i7f~7 11 
HP 651~2. ) · --

It is, in short, a little startling to find thEt 
the Germans had a better lcnowled3e of U.~J. 
Order of' Battle f'rom theii-• Signals Ini;;elligenc~ 
than we had of German Orde;1.. of Battle f'rom So-drce. 

V Gcrma.i.-i 3e£._uri ty l!Ieasures. 'i1he Phantom A...r_m~e.s. 

It is clcni"' that high ci1"'cle.s. in the Vlehrmacht 
have developed an .extreme respect for Allied 
Intellicrence and distrust :C'or their own countrymen. 
They therefore decided before the present offensive 
that a cm .... tain amou..."'1.t of dust should be thrown 
in the eyes of' all thei1"' subordj .. nntes beim-v the 
highest :;."anl:>:. They had camouflaged the occupation 
of ITUUGA:;1y as an ope1"'ation ago.inst gu~1"'il:t as. 
liow they gave false names, not merely to theil"' 
intentions, but to Army Groups and Armies. 
This deception r>roved highly successful: ihdccrl 
with.out it all their other precautions IT1ight well 
hnvc proved vain. 

/ As has boon said, -
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As has been said, the arrangement of Armies had 
been (l'To1.,th to South): 
1 5 Army !HOLL.i\.:ND ) 
1 Para.. Ar•my HOLLAND) 
5 Pz. Ai.,my AACHEN area) 
7 Army DUDREN - TRIER) 
Yfi th 6 ss. Pz. Arr:iy l"'efi ttin['; behiD.d KOELN -
DUESSEIJDORF. 

In broad outline, the offensive involved (not 
necessarily in this order)~ 
(1) D'lse1"'tion of 6 SS. Pz. Army South of 

5 Pz. Army. 
(2) Relief' of' 5 Pz. Army H.Q. (and 47 Pz. 

Kor:ps) -oy 15 Army H. Q. 
(3) Leapfrogging of 5 Pz. Army H.Q. Southward, 

over 6 SS. Pz. Army, into a sector between 
it and 7 Army. 

To disguise this: 
(1) 6 SS. Pz. Army vrns camouflage& as 111:.eath'lg 

a.."ld Refitting Staff 16 11 .. Sourc'3 even get 
hold of documents addressed to 11 6 SS~ Pz .. 
Army, §ld 2 for inf£~~~2n 2 to Refit1~ng 
staff 16 11 • A's rcf'i tting was I)rGcj_sely i•1ha t 
6 SS. Pz7 .Army had been doing for weel;:s, tho.t 

·was ext1'"'emely plausible. This alias was 
still in use as late on 25/1 2. 

( 2) I1lANTEUFFEL, c ommardine 5 Pz. Army, was 
p1"'omoted to a bogus ''Army Gi .. oup", which 
took over also his 3ignals and his cover·­
namc ERIKA. 

(3) Meanwhile 5 Pz. Army wno stealing into. 
position in the South unde~ tho sobriquet 
of :r1.:iclJ.jaeger Ko1•ps Zo b. V. 11 • 

On 1 _8 /1 2 Army Grau~ r:IANTilU::?FEL was p;;etcnding 
to control 15 Army T!.~02/76): tv/O days 
later, on 20/12, 5 Pz. Army was again open~y 
bearing its old comma:.'.'.lcler 's name as ;;Arrcr:o 
HANTEUFFEL 11 , as it attacked in the ne=z--t-·­
sector but one to the South, on the left of: 
6 SS. J?z. Army (Tl+05/37). 

(4) This elaborate "camouflaging of c~mrnal'ld 
authorities", as the Germans call·.::d it, i;:as 
e:;ctended even to ::I&ilway Transpo1"t Offices. 
Here the disguises were allo~ed to lapse on· 
17/12 (T405/6). 
It need hardly be added that in long documents 
this sham would have exposed itself: but 
in the short and allusi.ve scraps seen by Source 
thc~10 f'icti tious H. Q's. proved smolce-s.1reen 
enough. 

T .0 P S E C R l ·1 
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(a) 
BAY/XL119 
21/8 
2l~/8 

(b) 
BAY/:CL152 
4 ;9 
10/9 

(c) 
f~?i'~iPi13 
23/11 
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B~ Other Sources 

., 

Tuxt 

Japa._11ese Minister CJ_uoting Vice·-
1'.'iinister Foreign Affairs: 
Germans could not takG inj_tiative 
and launch of'fensj.ve on big scale 
before apout two months~ 

Japanese Anfuassadcr after inter-
vi 6W With HITJ.iER and HIBBENTROP: 
w:1.en the one million new troops 
r..ow being f'ormcd, tcgether with 
units withdrawn from other f'ronts 
~ere ready, a:L1d as soon as 
rcJ,JlerJ,ishment of air fprce (now 
11roc0eding) was concluded, in.tent ion 
was to l.U1dcrtalrn great off'ensive in 
Wost (probe.~1J.y from November . 
onYmrds). 

Japa.i."1ese Ambassat'lor af'te1"' lnter­
vim1 with :::uBBEITl1ROP: 
UIBBENTRO? stated offensive as 
soor;. Rs :;:iossibJ!c, tq be directed 
priIPariJ.y agai.nst West., 
Unnble ~o name tirnG. 

f;he Wes-.:; V:'::tS -o::: n·1.:.:i.12·i _____ .... ......,.. .... --··-·-

:·he trouble with 
evidence :from Japa.J.1t.a0 
sources is that 
Japa...11.ese Ministers are 
lesG critical the.n some 
in believing what they 
are told ·· as the 
Germans are awar8. 
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2. The Parachute Landings, 

The only advance inte1ligen~e of the Ge1 .. man offensive 
received in low-grade air c6des.was the following 
warning of the parachute landings (all times G.li.T.). 

16/12. 0415 and 0419 messages i~tercepted warning 
;}lak Uni ts that 90 Ju. 52 's end 15 Ju. 88 's were 
going from T.'J\DERBORJ:i area• to area 6° - 6° 30' E. 
to 50° 31 ' - 50° L~5' H. and returrii:ig by the· 
same route. These messages were cru1cellcd at 05L1.9o 

17/1 2. At· 0042 aii.d 0052 similar messages (with T. o. o. 
0033-8.J.J.d 0041 ) were intercepted warii.in.g li'lal;: Unit& 
that 90 Ju. 52' s and 15 Ju. as ts were goir.g from 
PADERBORIT ar0a to area 6° - €P 30' E. and 50° 30' -· 
50° 45' N •• and returning by ss.me route to lf'..nd at 
0430. A fur:ther message i->ei'0r1~ing to these two 
was intercepted. at 0142. 11 '~ourse Horth an .. :. '.'est 11

• 

The following action was taken: 

On 16/12: 
The Q:Q_erational Watch B. J?. phoned Fighter r:;,..,:r.mm.nd, 
Hut 3 (Air and Army), CANTEirnUP..Y, and CHEADLE, 
warning CHEADLE that this was not an-ordinary 
transport operation. .The information was passed to 
Hut 3, D.D.I.3 and D.D.I.4 by teleprinter O.P.I. 
by 0800 hours. 
CHEADLE put the three messages out at 0450, Ol-i.5~·~ 
0508 to CAHTERBURY for the broadcast to R. t •• li1 • Uni ls. 
in :B1RANCE. 
Operational Watch B.P. ·put out a co.nsidere-fl ve1"sio;:-_ 
in G.A.G. teleprints to C.AI~TERBTJRY for the broadcast 
to R.A.F. Units in FRANCE, to Det. A. for .SHAEF A/C 
of S/A-2, CHEADLE D.O., A:I.4.B., A. I.3~B., and J!)j 11.f 

- ~. 
1'he teleprints were received at CAi~frERBURY at ·1000 
hou:. .. s (first two messages), 1 U30 hou1"s third mess.age. 

2) On 17/12 similm., ac,;1011 was taken: 
CHEADLE put out the first two messages at 0117 and 
the third at 022L~. G.A.G. telcmrints v-rere received 
at CANTERBURY at 0155.hours ~or first two message~ 
and· 0311 hours for t11ird mossac;e. 

It Yrnuld appear therefore ·!;hat the cancelled messages 
of 16/12 gave a day's ii/arnl.ng of "the. operation and 
that the messages referring to th~ operation itself 
were dispatched to Hut 3 and n.A.F. Units in FRANCE 
within half an hour 0:f their receip1; he1 .. e. . 
n.A.F. H.Q's. in FP..ANCE are responsible ~or. passing 
inf'ormation of interest to the corresponding Army H.Q's. 

It should also be pointed out that .all R.A.F. li1iold 
Uni ts with Grr:.ups and the main American l~ield Unit 
with the 9th Air Force should have taken and decoded 
the German messages (it is knovm that 8th Group 
took the meBsages on 16/12): 

- HLTRA 
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Some Conclusions· -
The Disto1 .. tion of 11e.s.ti-•osP.~ 

One wo1"'d of caution seems necessary at the outGet, 
if injustice is not to be done to many responsible 
for appreciating this intelligence. . 
There is here collected the cYidcnce t;1at pvinted 
to a German offensive in the K.lDEH1'IBG. 
There is not much here of the evi.dencc~ that pointed 
to German offensives elsewhere. VJhere there was 
a tangled wood of detail, there arc now left ste.nding 
only the few relevant trees: it is not easy to 
imagine how difficult it was then to find the way. 
And yet, had the Germans really attaclccd in the 
AACHEN sector, it rvould not be very difficult to l/ 
assemble substantial re~sons why· they should have 
attacked there and nowhere else. 

2·. A~ ternati~....AE'Pl"eciations 

3. 

It is however hard. not to feel, .if a brief' c;encr::.!.­
ization may be allowed, that there does exist a 
besetting tendency in Intelligence, of whj.ch tl~' 
present is a serious example - th~ :t~g1d~;ncy j;_o becon~_c 
~o wedded ~o one view of ,cnerr.I int~ntions. It 
had grown to be generall~ believed that the Germans 
would counter-attack, head-on, when we had pushed 
ther:i hard enough, probably in t11.e UOER sector w:i. th 
its ·darris. This idea died hard; and it killed ,;: thf~r 
truer ideas of what was reelly Going on. 
It is less impressive, no doubt, to deaJ always 
in nlter11ativ0s, to say "There al"e 4 nhances out of' 
5 that the Germans wD.1 do A; yet ther0 is still 
1 in 5 that they 1;1ill do 13 11 • Eut unless Intellig::!lcp 
is perpetually ready to entertain all the al ter1,f.'1.'ti:i. ~··;.'-3, 
it sees only the evidence that favours the chor::en 
view; and, unconsciously, other indications are, 
not explained, but explained away. 

neliance on Sour£_£ 

There is a risk of relying too much on Source; 
His very successes in the past constitute a danger, 
if they lead to waiting for further information, 
because "Source will tell us that 11

, or to doubting 
the likelihood of something happening because 
"Source would have told us that 0 • 

· He told us all about ROF~rn:L 's ,attack· on the MAB.ETH 
LINE: but before tbe KASSERINE PASS offensive 
we had failed, as here, to divine where the blow 
that we saw was corning, would finally fall. 
There is always an element of capriciousness and 
luck, which the steady flm1 of our intelli~ence 
tends at times ·to leave forgotten. The evidence 
given above was passed in its abundance to those 
responsible. .Bi.tt in its very abundance, in its very 
authenticity, lie dangers. It would be inte1•esting, 
for e~amDle, to l<now how much reconnaissance was 
flovm over the EIFEL sector on tho 1·st Army Front9 
Source gave all he knew: but he does not alYYays 
lmow everything. 
I I 
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- ..., 
.r·- . .., .::!:}~@"'oved Ge1 .. rnen ·securi tY: 

Ge:-mSJ."1. suspicions of' Allied Intelligence may be 
J u.LJ cd again by their present suc0ess. Indeed 
· :i.c,_;,_:,:i sc.,.iri ty mP.asures have for years shovm a 
repeated oscillatj_ ')TI between sudden spu:::ats of 
precaution and relapses into lazinesf3 and laxi t~·. 
Still the ge_neral level of security clefini tely i•ises s 
and it is always possible that,having succeeded at 
last l:n sur:prising us, they may think the precautions 
taken well worth: ~opetition . 
In any case it has to be f'aced that, in future 
documents produced by Source may need far mo:Pe· 
cat'ef'ul scrutiny fol"" o~casional booby-t:c~ris, 
mare's nests, and rec1 he::>rings. On the other hand 
if 'l:Ye improve the Germans, they improve us. 
This time their phantom armies enjoyed a surprise 
success: but the surprise-value of such stratagems 
is less easy to repeat. 

AJ:.lied Insecuri t_,y; 

The Germans have this time prevented us from 
l::r.m1ing enough about them; "but we have not. prevented 
them f'1"or.i k.1.J.owing far too much about us. This 
lco.ka[1e is continuing as badly as over, since the 
battle began. About other points in tbis ~eper, 
endless argument is possible: no one will dispute 
the clis as ti-•ous alJsurdi ty of handing the enemy, 
r11onth after montl1., vii th o:gen eyes and open hands, 
ou::..- oi:!n OJ:>der of Battle. 

Distr1.bution 
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