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mwoc/2120 - 13 January 1945

RAL CLAYTON BISSELL -

* through Brigadier-General Carter W. Clarke.

INDICATIONS OF GERMAN OFFENSIVE

"In answer top a request addressed by you to London on

- Christmes Day, a report has been prepared, and a copy is enclosed

" YRR PP,

herewith at ANNEX'B. Sir Edward Travis, Director G.C.C.5., asks
me to make it quite clear that this is an unofficial a;ppreciation,' _5

prepared by G.C.C.S. Neither War Office nor Air Einistry are

regponsible for it and it should not be quo’ced in any comunication

addressed to them. Copies have however been given to D.M.I. and

MINTYIEM

A.C.A.8.I. - L
"There is also attached, at ANNEX 4, a covering minute

received by eable for .transmission to you. This minute is a joint

comment by D.M.I. and 4.C.A.S.I. R —

4

I am instructed by General Menzies to present it with the
report to'yourself, Brig.Gen. Clarke and Colonel McCormack, and to
ask you, at the special requeqt of 4.C.4.S.TI. to pass a copy to ,,
Major General J.P. Hodges, 4.C, of Air Staff, A- -2, -

B.¥. 0'Connor -
Colenel, G.S, e

K i
e =~ -

eclassified and approved for releasé by NS,& on 05-29-2014 pursuant tdi
0 13526
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WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, G-2
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

"WDGBI 2/, Jenuvary 1945

. MEMO’AAHDUM. POii GENLRAL CLALIL

Attached hereto are the papers “ron Trsvis throuwsh O'Com.or.
Please craft a letter of aupreciation tn be passed to Travis,
I desire your recommendation regarding paragrsvh IV, German Signal
Intelligence, on page 22, After discussion of paragraph 2,,
page 26, with General Osmun, Colonel McCormack and General Weckerling

I degsire your recomrtendation,

CLAYPON bISSELL
: Majon General, GSC
Incl 4.0, of ., G-2




Reporﬁnghqws c;ggg}xzwas_do all post-mortems, which ;3

T t:

of many ihterpretations and clues were right, Do not agree clear

. warning given as to date.

Ay with all post-mortemé, value 1lies in

e P A R

lessons which can be extracted for future use.

econd: Such lessons from the report apply partly to H.Q.s

in charge of operations and partly to H.Q.s responsible for ovar-a11' 
wateh on war.

Ihird: We believe following lessons can be extracted:

(a) Intelligence staffs must not become ri id in thejir t cggh_go
Long period since Germans Iéunche an offensive pro uced

tendeney in this case,

(b) vy losses among relatively few formations can ick
géxéood from ovér-aII Gér%gn Dubtput.  UpLimistic %ut“”’"
I“Tprrtg“SEEEbss NoveémbeT A1I1ed offensives in weaken-

ing Germans, obscured German freedom to confine the bulk ‘of

their reinforcements in men and equipment to the West.

(¢) Intelligence staffs must aupreciate enemy view of current
Allied operations., In this operation they failed to ;
realife the extent to which Germans felt free to use their

reserves for an attack,
(d) _Almost all evidence. frow ULIRA sources.ef military and alr
preparations could have been ntergreted e;ther ass :

(1) offensive natue, ¢ )
(11) _defgggmxgwnlﬁgmbuilding up of central reserve to

restore situation.
Tactical reconnaissance, active patrolling, capture for ¥
Interrogation of:gg%%§EEEg:Ef3Eﬁt;ﬁa:fﬁgflikﬂ_ﬂ2§§1_€ga -
spite of ULIRA, S remain surest guide to ene inten L.
or Commanders in the f1e \ ' he
giegfried Line, and not lack of effort, were presumably to
ame,

how 2
(e) Germans have learnt rron'us now to employ doceptive measuresg

.
Y

(f) Germans are learning too much of ocur Order of Battla from
our bad wireless security. : : y

Fourth: Must point out that dispositions in Ardennes were
noted by Strong in his intelligence appreciation in his.GAD/SH-142.:

‘ﬂ%’-}.?jt!@*'.";'{'mhﬁdasmm )

of 13th December which contained a warning that a relieving atﬁaék'

there should be expected if some of the excess or divisions were net

moved away soon. Generals Bradle and 8tro _
agreed several times in December that attack in Ardennes w.s/ER ﬁh!

"

cards,
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It is not the purpose of this paper to indulge in
wisdom after the event, but to learn what can be learnt,

A. Source BSAHESS
It can be stated at once that:-

(1) Source gave clear werning that a cou.nter—offonsive)
was comlng,

(2) He slsc gave varning, though at rather short notjce\,
o:f’ when it was coming.

(3) _He did not give by any means unmistakable indications
of where it was comin nor, Ol Gthe Milltery Si06s
(vhich was the 1'mpor€an’5 side)_of its full scale.

(4) This was largely due fto new and claborate dccggtlons
staged by Germen security.

(5) German planning, on the other hand, must have been
areatly helpcd by the insecurity of certain Allied
signals, On this point the warnings of source
were both timely snd ample, but in vain., ——

'Sl
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I. G'A.F. E'Vidence.

(a) Goneral

The G.A.F, evidence shows that ever since the last
week Iin October preparatlons have becn in train to bring
the bulk ef the Luftwvaffe on to airfic]ds in the West.

The evidence has always tended to show that any
such Westward move would be in support of the Army. But

it has never been possible to infer the exact nature or

timing of the Army operation.

It scems that the original plan was set in motion

- about November L, when the fighter units were ordered in

send advonced detachments to the Vest. The actual units
never came Vest in November, but preparations continued.

By about November 20 the urgcncy scéms te have disappeared
and a certain hesitation is scen rcgarding the rolec
of these fighters. _

About Nov, 25th a striking changc took place in the
Commend and frcm December 18t all mcasures viere concerted
for the ultimatec deployment and opcration of the flbhter
clcse-support force to aid the attaclk, .

Evidence that the blow was imminent appeared from

about DeceﬁBer”ﬂ“‘“pﬁssfbfe*evtﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ
duration was &lBo available (Pilot a/c coming for "about L.
14 days").

Evidencc of precis oint of attack was never clear.
The tWo Groups of aErTieIHs, in the ACHM =" DUESSELDORT and
FRANKFURT areas, flanked a very wide field extending from
KOELN to LUXEMBOURG.

It sheuld be emphasised that, se far as the G,A.F,

.was concerned, at no stage between the end of October and

Decenber 16 was there any radical change in the general

- planmning. Every addition was simply a further elaboration,

There was nothing to show any change in G.A,.F. strategy.
In fact, this unbroken sequence of prcparatien over a period

. of seven wecks tended to conceal any changes In the plans

of the Army, though it secms clear that Army intentiens
must have Aiffered censiderably in early November frem what
they had become by mid-Deccnber.

W = ObrKimmand deg Wehrmache
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(b) Details ' dlcL = e |uCruale
Pirst date =
date of document. '
Second date = .
date of TP, _ : b
Swmary _ Comment

SBatenents of Policy

>T349/L42  Statement ef G.A.P. Policy to These two messages;'

18/10 MNavy. Defence of Reich must ' teken in eonjunctim
20/10 be chief concern, and therefore, explain the whele
: so long as warfare on main ) G.A,F. policy.

fronts remained static, armies throughout November

would b2 deprived of close support. ) and right up te
: , Rundsted’'s attack
T350/20 JODL passed to C.-ip—-C.WEST Aceision  in December, The -

T . 26/10 of OKW. Preparatlons being mrdo by G.A. F. like the

’ QKL to Liring up very stre hte
27/10 ~ferces in e%en Xarne A 1ieﬁ attack Army's strategic

in West. Twansfer not possible at present,
for reasons ncnnected with Sraining e fiel,

- . T e i B
-~ . B - Jong.
e i 'ﬁ-p—e_:&P—B—H__ e e —————




1350/20
25710
897/10

- T350/15

. 26/10

27/10

) 'T553/60
| 29/10

T345/101
- 31/10
1/44

' T362/38
7/
8/11

T361/167

1
yi

T366/35
11/11
12/11

" Jagdkorps I reported to

| ' . WM

. Summary Comment
JODL passed to C.-in~C. Rundstedt's attack in
WiST decision of OKW, December. The G.A.F,

_ . .Preparations being made like the Army's strategic
by OKL. to bring up very reservc, would only be
strong fighter forces in commisted when the Army's -
event of large Allied attack ) defensive position
in West. Trenafor not requircd, Until that
possible at present, for moment they would be hecld

- reasons connected with back,

- trélning and fuel,

-Earlier Indications of Nature of Onoretion

Luftgau VI wanted help in
etocking up 11 airficlds
with C3 for "project in _
first few days of November',
500 cbm. reguested, as

- Btocks were dispersed and

could not be moved about

for "SCHLAGARTICGER EIINSATIY
("1ightning employment").
Allusion to "three operations®,

Jagdkorps I to run a TZVT on This seems to have bcen

"gir defcnce by day" on 2/11.) genuinely conccrned with .
Kommodores of JG.- 2 and JG. 26} air defence, During
to attend, as well as a Novenber aly opnosition

representative of JK. IT. to VIII USAAF raids to
. Central GIERMANY was
stcpped up.

© JG. 26 quoted GOERING order

that re-equipment of all

Tighter sircraft as fighter
~bembers must be possiblce

within 24 hours.

Mave up of PFighter Units

Clcarly foreshadows
operation en large scale
under control of Jagdkorps
II. Other information

Jagdkorps II equipment of
21 day fighter Gruppen
belonging to JG.'s :
27, 77, 300, showed JG. 1 and 6 also
involved; that is, almost
the entire German Tfighter

; force.

Referring to Jagdkorps I
of L4/11, JG. 11 reported
GRIESHEIL, BIBLIS, and
BABENHAUSEN suitable
airficlds.

All advanccd detachments
moved up about 7-8/11.
Except for JG. 4, JG. 3

and JG. 27, flying clcments
did not follow until sbout
17/12. (I.ec. not until
actual opening of offcnsive;
cf. reference to "11whtN1ng
emnloyment")

JG¢. 27 advance detachments
in COLOGNE arca.

'l'
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m36u/?h
. g/11
10/11

- T362/111

8/

9/11

T367/53
12/11
14/11

- T37L/76
‘19/11
21/11

o 11}/11

T359/71
/11
%’;1 1

T359/122
2/1 4
/11

T360/32
5711
/11

- T379/39
23/11

25/11

B csawmtarEe s e o i a e e

R367A) 1
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' Advanced detachment Stab

JG, 6 to QUAKENBRUECK.

TWENTE and STEENWIJEK to . '
be pfepared for I and II s
JG‘. L ]

Advanced dctachments of
JG. 77 arriving at short
notice on airfields in
DUESSELDORF areaf.

Advanced detachments of JG.300 )These units subsequently
and JG, 301 arriving shortly dropped out of the

at airfieclds in the KASSEL scheme.

district,

First mention of an advancéd
detachment of JG. 3.

. Locations of édvanced dotacn-

ments of JG. 3 in the
STOERMEDE arca,

Refercnce to difficulties

at new operational location
of JG. u—-

Bringing in of SG. U4

SG. L4 had been onerating
on the MNorth Russian
Front. It appears te
have been withdrawn to
GERIANY about 4/11 to
retrain with a new anti-
tank weapen, so as to be
brought into opcration

)with the fighter units.
Suggests most strongly
that the coming operation
would be closely connccted
with the Army. (Sce also
under Y»ilot Aircraftt
below).

IIT SG. 4 to REINSEHLEN.

Steb and II SG. 4 te move

toe UNTERSCHLAUEZERSBACH to train
in bad~weathcr ground-attack
and rec~cquip with "Panzerblitz!
(an enti-tank weapoin) and M8,
for opcrations on Western front.

Elements of III SG. L retraining
at UBETD LD,

Stab SG, 4 at GUETTRSLOH.

/Miscellancous cvents

'~y
'l'.'.

i W2 31 e @
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‘Miscellaneous cvents 12/|1 ?7/41

- T367/31 JG. 77 asked for rcpairs ts
12/11 en underground fucl-installation
. 13/114 urgently requircd for ‘"spcecial
: .. contingency known to you'".

T367/125 Ja, 11 states that arronging of

13/11 quarters by advanced detachments An example of the
14/14 on their own responsibility is elahorate security
- Torbidden, as endangering . nrecavtions
secerecey. throughout.
These supgest
T3 9/ Mghtor units in West not o uso offcnsive rgther .
14/11 Geschwador badges or unit _ than dofensive
16/11 .markings. intention.
T371/41 Luftgau 7IV order (bascd on
16/11 Tuftflotte Reich order of 14/11):
17/14 " Bcrviccability of airficlds

intended for bringing up of
. Fightors te be reported daily.

T374/100 A.R.C, DELLENHORST ordered work

19/11 on airficld defences tc be haltcd
21 /11 “at omcce till completion of | _
' .airficlds for "“1ghtcr onerations ' o =
'Fr"SlIlﬂ .

T375/122 -Warning from G,A. P, Command VEST ) Obscurc,- Looked at

18/11 -~ ta Plak to expect appcarance of ) the timc as if things
22/11 - strongish fighter forces in were about to beging
Western GF PMANY but ‘ne evidenecc of

move up of units.
Order may have been
auc to Amcricean
S : _ Army attacl:s -
R , - 8 precautionury
: warnirg in casc

Tighters had to be
Lscd prematursiy.

—— - . .
Tg;${16 Above passed cn by Lufugauw IV,
1 .
18/11
T375/119  GOERING docision. PRighter This order and the
21/11 aircraft intcided for opcrations next reflcet a certain
22/11 >in the West not to be cauinped hesitation about this
o with "E,T.C." These however date = whocther
to bc kept rcady. fighters to be used
: as such or not.
Perhaps earlier plan
. was hanging firc as
. scrious break-through
by Allics came to
) scem unlikely.
T381/23 Re~couipping with "E.T.C." of ) Last ten days of
25/11 . Tighter units intended for November possibly a
27/11 operations in the West and replanning stamc
for employment as fighter during which coumntoer
bonbers nmust be possible within offensive hatched.

2Ll- hOUI‘u.

—Fot—oTTon T Ry 137/8
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18,
ioy41

. T575/80
_ 9L

120
20—21/11
22/11

T378/83
2L/11

25/11

T579/60

25/11
26/11

T381/43
501%

27/‘”

'5279/86
i

T380/87
26/11
27/11,
7383/ 95
3051 :

1
T390/22
5/12
6/12.
7390/1L
5/12

&/12

REF ID:

Advanced deﬁ%chment of a
J&, 27 unit:moved from the
KOELN earesa. to ACHMER.

P ’%
LR )

JG, 27 flying units moved up
to the ACHMER ares,

JG. 4 was operational and
receiving orders from 5 JD,

YAuswertung" being set up
for III SG, 4 at KIRRLACH.

ITT SG. L at KTRRLACH.

Alterationu in Chain of Command -
(Leffer ond of November)

gwiteh of JG, 27 may
alse reflcct this
hesitation., If things
were nhot to heppern soon,
it might be better %o
pull J8. 27 out of the
exposed KOELN airfields.

Reason not clecar, - They
romained quiescent until
attack begen. As
oxpericnecd close=support
unnits, they moy have

becn 1ntended as 8 readily
availaeble Peserve in case
of break-through by 1 or
9 Armies, Unlikc all
other wnits coming up,

J&, 27 had only been

away from Jagdkorps II Tor
about 3 wecks;’
conscquently its return -

eannot be cvidenee of an

invention at this datc to
rvoeinforce the front at

‘ohco oh B large scale,

Bringinb into operation eof
Ja, L and III sa. L ebout
this date was probably
premature and a rcaction
to succosses of 3 and

7 Armilcs, : _

©,,
.

Fliegerdivision 3 withdrawn
from operations.

F. 123 end its units subor
to Jagdkorvs II.

I KG. 66 subordinate to
Jagdkorps II.

Battle Unit HALLENSLEBEN
sub, to JK. II.

XG., 51 sub. t0 JK. IT.

These most significanm.
They resulted in setting-
up a very powerful close-
support command., Jagdkorps
II, controlling the bulk
of the German fighter
Torce and ell bembing,
ground-attack and nlght
ground-attack forces in
the Viest. Fighters were’
controlled through|two
subordinate commands,
Jafue Middle Rhine and
Jagddivision 3. Jafue
Middle Rhine prcviously
only in contrul of night-
Tighters and subordinate
tc 3 JD. Jagddivision 3
in contreal &f strategic
day and night fighters.
G.,A.F. Ccmmand WEST retained
centrol only of the long-
distsance Ar.234 recce a/c,
In fact, this recreated the
/old




T379/22
7381/12
23/11 -

T38L/4L7
29/11
1/12
7387/53
2/42
3/12

T384,/16
T386/33
29-30/41

.30/11-2/12

T398/53
12/12
15/12

_—— e — —— - ———= |
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TOD ~en .
A

eld G.A,F, pattern of
Luftflotte - Fliegerkorps,
normal during the phase

of German offensive,

5 JD, remains outside the
plan, showing that,
wherever operation might
be intended, at least

the extréme South of the
front was excluded.,

J¢., b and JG, 2 added to
signals list of Jafue
Middle Rhine. -

JD, 3 return of strengths
of JG. 3, JG. 27, Je, 26,

' First return of day-fighter

gtrengths by Jafue Middle i
Rhine to Jagdkorps II, - . : .
covering JG. 2 and JG. h. ' :

Type of Preparations being made
by Units early December

Return of stocks of “E.T,C."

Insist =ce on bonm-reléasé

by I and IIT JG, 11. Returns
quoted a reference of 26/10,

Jafue Middle Rhine reported
on training in "hcming flight"
in J6G. 4, JG. 2 and JG. i1,

| I5{/396/A/1 5 on 2/12 and 3/12, III JG.26

13/12
- T399/30

1L/12
15/12

T58L/L7
29/11
/12

carried out 4 practice flights
in low=-flying attack,

Return of “E,T.C." by Jafue
Middle Rhine covering I, II,
III and IV JG. 4 and. I, II
and.III JG. 2. e

chrunologx Early December

JG. 3 aircraft in STOERMEDE
area, .

'ﬁ.SBA/A/Bu Courses for National-

- 30/11

1/12

Socialist Leaderz in Luf tgau
VI 3-16/12 cancelled owing
to ""impending special
operation',

gear and low-level attack

agaln points to army o !
co-operation. o i

Mentien of Pilot Aircraft

led to misinterpretation.

Zielflug was thought to

be practice for inter-

ception, as en previous
occasions, In fact, it _ :
is here used to nmeau ST i
attacks on ground targets.

This now has an obvious
significance but the

context is comparatively
trivial and it was
impossible to attach its. .- -
true valuo te it owing ;' o
to German abuse of R
language. No doubt

. "speclal operation' faiied f__{

to ring a bell._-*

/'.v 390/56




T390/56
o) 2
6/12

"R.398/C/77

12/12
. 13/12

T390/26
2/12/
6/12

1397/79
13/12

14/12

. REF ID:A557742 .
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G.A,F, Command WEST to
Luftfiottc REICH, Gon.,Oberst
STUIP. "Enlargement repeatedly
aslicd for of the DOPPTE hO“P{“EI%
extremely urgent. Hon— Xiovement DOTPPELLOPTEF,
compliance with request con apparcntly nért of a
have unpredictable consegueiices?, )Games serics, since it
included a " HISTY,

But this seen: mere
coinreidence, It is
possible in rctrosnccet
to fancy meanings for
DOPPELKORF the -operation
(e.g.attack by two Pz,
armlcf) But thérc is nac
evidcnce that the
ordinary mecaning plays
any morec part with
DOPPELKOPF thce =neration.
than with DORTELKOPF

the Ruailway Movemcnt.

DOFPELKORPF ("double
hcad") is also a card
game., On 15/11 therc
was also a Rolluay

Obcrst von FICHTE arriving 13/12
at Rest and Reritting Stafi 16
for DOPPELXOPF-SPIELEN. FREDI
to be informed,

Iuftgau XI to report by 5/12
barrcl rcoquirements for stocking
up for "Wighter Ops, VEST",

Luftgau VI to report to Lultflottc

EEICH on mcasures token for

technical gunply of units that
had arrived CTor ops. in the Vicss,

Pyrolcennics ubed as visual This fits in with the
navigation sids to be stored at)pilaet-aircraft tcchnigue,
observer nocts. Instructions )sce below, .
how to usc them,

211 Kommodores snd Kommendeure )Very significant, _
of day Tighter Goeschwader Jagdkorps II is giving
except JG, 300 and JG, 301 to crders to units fornerly
attend confercnece ot Jagdkorps )junder Jagdkormns I.

II H.Q. beginning 5/12.

Advanced Detachment I

8G. L Parallel to move up of
arrived LKIRTORF,

Tighter advanced- dctuchnﬁms
about 7/11. -

Minor switch eof
éestination, in samc aree
)as beforu. Mysterious at
time, but later pilot-
alrcraft documents showed -
‘it referred to the
;operation, as a whole.

Vhen brought up, JG. 11 to go

to BIBLI5, ZOLLIAUSEN, and
GROSSOSTHEIN,

Referring to Jagdkorns II master
order of 1/12, unusually
stringent security regulations
governing briefing of III JG.3
and subsequent movements of
crews,

NN /‘NV‘ W

JA hint that JG.27 alwajs
intended to return tc the
KOERLN arca and only moved

Luftgau XIV asked i” LIPPE, 2
%North to enncreted

ATILERTCHEN, and BREITSCHFID
were still required for JG.27.

airfields as. a temporary .
measurc when, about 20/11,

immediate employment .
secemed unneceessary.

| /m399/7h1
Z2TE ‘ HE'I C. |



o ':T5°9/7u
1 /1 2

m398/7k4
1M/W2
15/12

7399/58
15/12

1%;12

- m389/7.
b/12 "

5/12

TLOO/9L
TW02/7
15~16/12
17-18/12
7397/7
12/12
13/12
7398/78
14/12

15/12

R.39L/A/13
8/12

11/12

7399/21 |
AL/1e

15/12

=8 ?
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Order from 3 JD. te JG.1.
Gruppen to meve up. Thls
order was distributcd as
low as Gruppen, owing te

~ urgency,

IIT SG. 4 to transfer to
KIRTORY as soon as weather
allows,

Pirst strength return of Jafue
Middle Rhine covering Steb
and I 8G., 4 ZIEGENHAIH, II 8G,
L. KIRTORF, and III SG.

"KIRRLACH.

"~

2\

Flrst movement of units
prior to the operation..

8G. U4 concentrating in
arca of KOELN fcor
operations as a Geschwadern
Shews opcrationszn the
South of third Gruppe .
were outside genorsl plan,

Intruder Overations by NJG,L

I, II and III NJG.
“"window", (To be in posscssion
of Gruppon at all costs by

. 9/12

T and III NJG. 4 report
arrival of window,

NJG. L specifies airfields
in HOLLAND for undertulkings
ROPER and BARKER,
ROPER shown to be sn intrudey
operation dirented against
Bonber Cemmand,

BERTIE

An a/c fuel colum moving from
OBERNBURG to ESCHBORI and
then on, under keyword BERTIE.

BERTIE issued on 14/12, units
from A,R.C. 's KOELN and

li to collect) Only loosel,,r connected

with the main scheme,
and not very roveuling
at the timoc,

The most that those
preparations showed was
that the G....}%, was
becoming more offensive.

This is a scheme ta
previdec mobille G,A. T,
servicing units,presumably
for alrcraft making
emergency laadings, in

the tactical area,

ALMBELO to report at ALTENKIRCHEN.

BERTIE units left GIESSEKR and
ETTINGHLAUGEN. '

The Pilot Alrcraft

16 pilot aircraft and crews
to be provided by NJG.101 for
IT and IIY JG. 11 and I, II
and III JG, 2, &ll in

- FRANKFURT arca.
. 2 night-fighter crews tc be
alletted for about 14 days as -

pillot sircraft for I, II, III
and IV J¢. 4, I J6. 11 (a1l
in FRANKFURT arca) and I, II
and III S8G. 4 at ZIEGENHAIN,
KIRTORF, and KIRRLACH,

This is the most revealing
of all, Air Ministry at
first on 6/12 conmmected

it with large-scalec '
interception of strategic
bombers, but SG.U4 was

hard to explain away even
then, Later reference to
low=level flight and -
neutc marking showed the
pilot 8/c must bo intended
te assist large foruutions
of fighters and fi;htor-
bembers to isct off and
find their target area,
Firm comments werc sent te
this efilfect about the
fighters as soon as the
neccagary indications were

voaila i, on 1L./12,
x?eé bulg-‘l?. G }{
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2 night~fightor crews, to

eénsurc asegenbly of strong

day-fighter Jormatiens in

- bad weathoer, sent to I,

II and IIT JG. 1 in HOLLAMD,

2 Ju, 88 crewe cach to 2
number cf airfielés covaring
units mentioned above, plud
JG, 6, 3, P74 26 snd 53,

Amendmonts to & Jegdkorms IT
master order of 1/12, Flarc
cartridges to be fired wpward

- when flying at low lovel.

Pilot aireraft to pass on to
formationes being led any crdor
for recall, Refoerenece 4o
"Northern" and "Southern"

groups,

More amondments to master order
of 1/12, dealing with drlll for
formation take-off with pilot
aircraft in darkness and
marking of route with lights,

i l iV e

It was on 4/12 that 1

8G. L, til1l then thought .
tc be on the Russian
Front, wes seen tv be
Jjoining the rost of the
Geschwader in the West.

It was olso on L/12 that
wc had the first indicatim
that IT 26, L was coming
on to operablion Bf1.0r re-
training. Concentraotion of
a wacle speciallesed ground
attack Goschwader nt this
juneture closriy shaved
that things wers moving.

These "groupe" cdoubiless
reffor to Jurue liiddle
Rhine and 2 Jagddivision.

They arc the oly indlcatio

of the intonded ons,arca,
ond then rvegretomnty

vague = only tie orco
South ol FARLOLIGLIE 28 |

cxcluded, —

/

§ENﬁE Airfiq;d_ggaqupaghutists

viehrlreis VI wilshed to provent
use of SENNE airficlds by
G.AJ,, or which an sdvanced
detachment had arrived,.

RUNDSTEDT gave cmphatic
orders to Wechrkreis VI to
allow G.A,7, Conmand VEST
to usc SENNE 1 and 2.

SEMNE 1 prescribod as take-off
airficld for a unit connceected
with Transport Ccmmand.

Nearby ailriiclds listed as
intermediate Tueclling-points.,

JThis wos not grasped in
its full sipgnificance t1il1l

the morning of 16/12,vmen_ .

an BELGAR message dealing
with a large scale Ju.52
opcration made it all -
clear, The only
intelligence qn the
subject which could :
however tie up SENNE with -

paraschutists only came in -
on the cvening of the 15th |

(T299/44), The whole of
this intelligence was
signalled vory fast in

its true =erspective, on .

the 16th i.,e, bafore. the
parachute drep uva the
17th but after tho LLGAR
warning and cancellaticn
of a Ju. 52 oporation in

Jthe early hours of 16th, =' '

fo oin
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(a)  General.

Recapi itulation of General Situaticn
Before the Counter—Orfensive

After the German rout in FRANCE and bELoIUM, when Allied
logistic difficulties poermittced a stabilisation of the Germar
front, HITLGR made up his mind to hit back,

I'or this he pushed on the new call-up and planncd a
strategic armourcd rcserve.

. After the Fallurc at nhNHEIh; the Gcrmans, though cflll
watching this sector, appreciated that the grcatest thro:
was te . KOELN. It was reasonable thercforc to apprcciate
that the move of the armoured rcserve to commlete its rost
and refit in the KOELN sector was a precaution agoinst an
attack there, which did in fact take placc, :

At the opening of this attack, which was concentrated
on the drive for KOELN, but covered the whele fronts of
American 3 and 7 Armiecs as well as of the French Army,
German dispesitions were as fallows.,

. . Heeresgruppe "H" contrelled 15 Army, 1 Fara. Army
Armee Abt, CHRISTIAISEFN (ex Cv=in-~C. UBTHERLANDS ), and Aince
Abt, KLEFFEL (a new-comer from the BALTIC). This front
was thinly held and the Heeresgruppe contrelled na Armeured
or PG, Divisions, The state of the twe parachutc divisions
refitting was net exactly known., Therc wvere not in any case
sufficient divisions to explain the presence of a spare
Armee Abt, Starl?l, One possible explanation was that it
would control the development of the defences of the hinc
Bridgcheads in the group rcear-area. But this wes not

- eonvinecing and its prescnce may be called "Riddle Number 1Y,

Heerosgruppe gty in the keoy sector, controlled

5 Pz, Army end 7 iLrmy, with 6 Pz, Army in rescrve. - Besides
infantry and Para. Divisions, 5 Pz. Lrmy had 5 Armoured and

2 PG, Divisions in linc or in tactical rcserve. By stubborn
“Tighting, helped by the weather, 5 Penzer Army had menaged
to make the Allied offcnsive slow and costly. Ultimately it
vas appreciated by both sides that the control of thce ROER
waters was the kecy to further advance, At the time of the
counter~offensive the Germans still had this contral,

7 Army covered a much longer front, thinly held and
mainly quiet, with pressurc only on its right wing. It had
one Armoured Divisicn. '

6 Panzcer Army consisted at that time of 4 Armoured
Divisions, : '

Then certein changes in German dispositions hecamo

_evident. Panzer Army 5 faded from view. . Its sentor was novw
T reported under Gruppe MANTEUFFEL (hitherto G.0.C. 5 Pz, Aviy):

This implied an up-grading and so possibly a reinforcen . H. .

in what was a "Schwerpunkt" sector, Then elomoents of 15 ..viy

started being identified in Gruppe MANTEUFRIEL, This

cenincided with evidence that 15 Army's T.P, cull-sign was being

usecd on the linc to 5 Pz, Lrmy. It was possible to assume

/that
W)
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that 15 "Army was rclieving 5 Pz, .rmy, which had bccn
temporarily up-graded to a Grupnc, whilc it had clementn
of two Armics under it, For rcasons to bec stated later,
some interprotations '"needecd" another Arny staff further South.
Thus a relicf was suspected. But German camouflage blurred

~ the evidence, making the rclief (if rcelicf thore was) scem more
graduail than thc truth, This was "Riddlc ilumber 24,

It was, however, possible, on thc thcory that 15 Lvny
was gradually withdrawing {rom Hecroesgrupe H, to solve
"Riddle Huwber 1Y, for a clcoar function was immediately
found for Armece .bt., XLEPFEL in its place,

Therc were tiwo views of. the possible destination of

- Pz. Army 5.. Onec favoured the neighbourhood of 7 Army, whorc
five new V.G, Divisions werc repcrted arriving from GERUALTY,
7 Army, though on a mainly cuict front, contained divisions
that were exhausted, particularly those on the right flani:
South ef AACHEN. It was plausible that 5 Pz. Avmy wnight

be needed to rest and rcefit any of those aitsar their eclicl
by the new arrivals, The objecticn was that this woevrld bu
wasting a Pangzer Staff, In any case, this thcory —was 1o
hcld strongly, nor widely, nor fcr long.

. The arrival of the five ncw V.G, Divisicns was Y"R.ddle
Numbecr 3", The fact that tue 4llies were kncwn ts be weak
here cut both ways.

/*—f"'"_') This brings us to Army Group “G", It had originally
controlled 1 and 19 Armies. With two Pz. and two FG, Duvisions,
1 Army had bocen vearing the btrunt of PATTON's attack.
19 Army had been reduccd to a bridgehead. It contalincd no
armour, Then C.-in-C. Upper Rhine (apparently HIMMLO:
himselfl) took over command not only of West Wall defences Sast
of the Rhinc, but cf 19 Army as well, Later Heereggrnupyo
Upper Rhine was identified, This left Hecrcsgruppe Y"GY with
only 1 irmy and  Gruppe FOEHNE ( an enlarged Cerpe sector).

Hcre 1f anyvherc was rcom for a ncw Panzer Army.
HMoreover it would be famriliar ground for Punzcr Army 5.
The appcarance of new Flak Division supported this.

Such was the picture whei Wircless Silence was
ordered for all S3. Units (including spceilfically some
of those in Pz. Army 6),.

We were uncertain about the Higher Command in the
North. We were hoving to breck the impasse in the ALCHNN
Sector by an assault on the RCER dams, We were not unduly
worried about the arrival of 5 V,.G., ncn-offensive dlvisions

behind 7 Army. We had driven 1 Army back an to the West Wali,'-

but were still exerting enovugh pressure to justify the
arrival of a newv Pz. Army Staff.

"Riddle Number LY (HIMMLER as C.~in-C. Upper Rhine)
could be connected with repmrts of trouble in the Black Forcst
and of discord between various German authorities, and with
the need to organise a static defence cn the Upper Phine,

By new thec strategic armourcd reserve was clearly
on the move, hut it ccmprised only four divisions and +®anrn
were no direct clues to its operational area, Other armcuar,
which proved later to be available, was belicved to be in -
tactical rather than strategic resserve. It had n9t been
concentrated. Lt most two other. Srmourcd Divisions were
avalilablec in GORIANY. : '

———y ¥y L et ’ - '...
RVASECA- = TR /Meanvhile

g ooy



® REF ID:MMW

Meanwhile our two threats to GERMANY (HODGES and
PATTON) were both teuporarily blunted. This was not thercfore
. the time to use 6 Pz, Army as a countor-attack force, u.less
we seriously threatened the ROER dems. Its movepdid not seem .

‘Hecessarily to imply immedtaté dction., NP
We were tantalisingly ncear the truth. but the German
camouf'lage of formations just sufficed its end.

(b) Details

. For an explicit statement that an offensive was being .
planned in the West cne must, go to the BAY series. (Sce Scetion.B)
The Japanese Anbassador after intcerviews with HITLER and '
RIBBENTROP (BAY/:L 119, 152, BAY/HP 113) reportcd that HITLE:
intended an ofifensive in the Vest, to take place in Toverder.

S Source, however, did provide detailecd evidence fcr

the steps by which HITLER's order was implcomented:

(a) the formation of the straking force, (b) the reovgamizution
of the chain of command. :

BEvlidence for the formation of the striking force was
given in detail, frem the orders for setting-up of Panzer
Army 6 on 18/9 up to the imposition of wireless silence for
88, formations on 10/12, e

The reorgenisation of the .chain of command took
place under a cloud of false names and cover-plonning.
,The only previous parallel (apart from the ultra-sccrct
world of flying bombs and rockets), and that on a rmuch move
modest scale, was the German occupatien of HUNG-RY in
March 1944,  This reorganisatien involved the switch af
15 Army from North HOLLAND to the AACHEMN area in order to
free 5 Panzer Army; the fTormation of a new 25 Army %o take the
place of 15; and the bringing up of both 5 and 6 Penzer Lrmies
between 15 and 7 ..rmies, In addition four ccrps staffs
(67, 85 Infantry, L7 and 58 Panzer) werc made availablc for -
the offensive by withdrawing them from the line, and two
Corps staffs (53 and FELBER) were brought up from other fronts.

The clearest indications from source for the area
from which the offcnsive was to be launched came Lrom
. messapges lecaling with train movements. (sec seeggon e 7:t below, )

The fact that Allied wireless insecurity permitied
the Germans to form & substantially accurste picturc of the
Allied line-up in the secitor South of AACHE:] is made abundantly
clear by the Y Scervice rcperts quoted below. (Sce Section on )
German Signals Intelligence).

W

Finally some minor points should bc mentioned,
The formatien of a special unit for operations in the West
was noted by source, and the existence of the unit, Panzer
Brigade 150, as well as its conncction with SKORZENY, was
spotted; +the connection of the unit with the eperation,
however, was not recogniscd until it was met in the Tiold,

/4L zerics
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, A sories of messages from 7 Army in late Nevember -
early December underlining the weakencd condition of its
formations may have helped to set the minds of Allicd .
planners at rost as tp any German threat ;rcm the LUZEMBOURG

soctor,

. To sum up, source madcu nlain that a dernan offensive
: notential existed, and gave hints @ to thc time and, less
clearly, the place of the o‘iunsmve. Viewad in the light
, of vhat has happencd, these hints scem sufficicntly pIaig;
bt the picturc as it now appecurs is not the nnc which

dcveloped from day to doy.

1s  Pormation of striking forcc.
Ae Rest_and Refit of 6 Pz.irmy
"Ref, =~ Toxt

Corment

7320/33 4,2,9,12 SS. Panzer Divisions,
- 18/9 Heavy SS. Panzer Abteilungen
27/9 501, 502 and 503 and Corps
~ troops of I SS. Panzer Corps
. ‘subordinated for rest and refit
' to Staff ol Panzer Army 6.

T328/11 ' I SS. Pz. Corps, 1,12 SS, Pz.,Divs.
30/9 rand Pz.Lehr to rest and refit in
5 10 North Weastv GERMANY,.

/,/§352/98 Elcmonts 9 SS. Panzer Division to
arca MINDEN - HAMELLY - HANNOVER.

.1Q/1O
TEMQ/S . KEITEL order: 6 Panzer Army O3
15/10 OKW. Reserve, will control rest
S 17/10 and refitting of I 88. Pa.Corps,
1,2,9,12 55. Pz, Divs, and P=z.
) LChr DiVo ' _
- T3L6/97 Withdrawals from linec: Pengzer
18/10 Lehr, Battlc Groups 1 and 12 $8. e
2L,/10 Pz.,Divs., 9 50.Pz, Div,., 2 5%, :%ﬁﬁﬁ
Pz. Div,, H.G.155 Pz, Cerps.
Y4 55 = .
T346/93 Reporting senire of 133, Pz. Army
22/10 G SATZUFLEN (B 7€)/ )
21,/10 1 83, Mm, Corps PITERSHAGE. (W 82).

12 58, Pz, Dive SHLTWG,. voT75),
Tz. Lehr Div. HOLZRATSEY (B 86),.
2 88, Pn. Div. BUDRB (B 52).

9 SS. Dz, Div, VADBRSY.CH (B 'l!-)
Also Heavy 338. Pz. Abteilungen
,o1 SERHNELAGER (B 65), .

502 GESELZ (B 53), )03 SEITELACER.

1 88, My, Div. LUERRECLD %. 1).

b W il e !
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the RHINE,

B. 6 Panzer Army Crosses

Ref, Texs Commant
T373/52 Pz, Signals Regt. 6 arrives
- B/ KOELN arca.

15/11 .

1371/50 Command Echelon 6 Panzor' Army

9/11 . included in contents of movement

186/11 TANIITHPENG. Elcments of 12 SS.

Pz, Div., also listed, but not _
. clear whether part of same movement.,

m378/6 Transport of remainder oi cormand

9/11 echclon of 6 Pz, Army and elecments

24,/11 1 SS. Pz. Div.

1365/110 Transport away of 6 Pangzer Army. No indication of
' 10/11 2, 12 33, Pz. Divs. =nd Pz. Lehr destination.
o1/ tehind schedulc,

T373/€9 SS. Pz. Army 6 and I 3S. Pz. Corps

16/11 ~addressed via srmy Group B.

20711 '

Pz, Lehr Division Comnitted under Army CGroup G.

T381/1 Army Groun G rovort montions

25/11 attaclk vy L'z, Iehr qu. srea

27/11 PLiSTINGET. '

T362/29 Pz, Lehr Division in sitrep under

27/11 LXXXIX Corps,

28/11

A_——-—/-‘ .
- T395/71  Counter attuck by Pz. Lehr and " Last refercnce to Pz.
. 4/12 11 Pz, Div. area S/ARUNIOH, Lehr before offensive

12/12

.Tho1/22 Pz, Lehr rcports boundaries

16/12 with 2 Pz, Div, and LXKV Corp:s.

12/12 C
Ii 05, Corng Moves up.
TJSu/JJ %ﬂ‘ silence IT S5. Corps Clcarly in preparatic
0320' for move up to 6 Pz,
I o (1

T378/88 II 53, Pz, (~rpd subordinatei to

2L/11 .6 Pz, avmy with 2 88,, unspegitied

25/11 8S. Pz. Division, 3 Parachute

Division. Intcntions: "kurzfristig
rest, refit and training before
fresh employmrent.

I S8S., Corps located.

1380/91 ‘I 88. Corps LECHENIGH, Flivo to

26/11 locate Pz, Lehr, 1,2,9,10,12 S8,

27/11 Divisions, '




1 and 12 38, Panzer, 277 amad

-1 5m 2y v
Ref. . Text Corment
T382/31 tations to 2 S8S, Division at
27/11 GREVENBROICH (F 17).
28/11 :
- T382/57 Flivo I 8S. Corps reports 2 88,
28/11 Division BEDBURDYCK (F 28), 9 SS.
28/11  GELSDOR¥, (F 52). ’
T392/75 - BSpare parts for 1 88, BRUCKNUZHLEN  These places. like the
1-3/12 (W LO), EUSKIRCHEN (F 33). G. A, airficlds, are
9/12 9 5SS - BONN (I 53), deceptively iar dorth
10 88, - BENSBERG (T 56). and suggest thrceat bo
12 88, - PULHEIE (F 36). [LCHEN sector,
116 Pz, ~ BERGISCH GLADBACH (F 56).
7350/21 Reporting centres: I S8. Fz.Corps
12 HERRIG (P 24), 1 8S. Pz. Div.
6/12 MUELHEIM (¥ 23), 2 35, Pz. Div,
KAARST (F 29), 12 8S. Pz. Div.
.BERAUWEILER (P 36).
T392/38 Fuehrer Beglceit Brigade UITTLICH
h/12 (1. 35).
8/12
'T395/49 9 35. GIISDORT (P 52).
11/12 '
i1/12
- Imposition of Wireless Silencg,
P395/83 Wireless silcncc for all SS,formations.
10/12 Trupps with II 88, Pz.Corps and 2 S8,
12/12 Panzer Division identified.
T396/63, Further Trupps invelved in silence
66, 79. identified: XII S3. Panzcr Corps,
11-12/12 1 and 12 8S, Panzer Divisions,
- 13/42
Mcve up to Final Positicno,
T395/71 Sitrep under.heading Lrmy Grouﬁ B Comment suggeotoed
L/12 lists Gruppe von MANTTURFEL, "716" an crror for
12/12 7th Army, Rest and Refitting n{6n, Sitrep too
Staff 716, and unspecirfied Kd.. generaliscd, however,
ZeDe V. - ' : to point to any
: snecific localitics.
TLOO/10 Rest and Refitting Starf 16 C%nmmnt peinted out
15/12 boundary with Gruppe von closc association Rest
16/12 ARTEUTFEL. and Refitting Staff 16
' with 6 Panzer Lrmy,
but ne realisation that
it wag identical with
“the Army itool s
TLOO/4L8  Wireless silence I S8, Cormns
16/12 cancclled. Location SCHHIDTHEIM
16/12 (F 16). Divs. subordinated

R L Hh:i

21 2 _.\I-g G‘. [} 3 P."ll‘a. l b -!;

/ G,




TR W R e e R

—_—n

o. i

REG- ID:ASS42

and, Refit of Formations MOt under. & PZ. AN

TEUT A

S T L T,

and
17 88,7,G. Divisions,

1. ' “qnzer Divisions,

Ref, Tett Comment

Tﬁ?B/? Cousignment for 2 Fz,Div. sent to

. 14/10 Pz, Base NORTH; Unloading Stetion

25/10 BERGISCH GL..DBACH.

T367/35 fhort term rcepair scheme 1nvolv1ng Axl, excent 21 P,
11/ 2,9,11, 21,116 Pz, Divs., 17 88,

P. G., 12 V G, D1v151ons.

13/11

o R 583/0/59M/T for 17 88. P.G. Division under
: u/ﬁa heading Rest and Refit 6 Pz. Army.

1392/9

nov (21/12) committed
in the offensive,

17 38. ™.G. st necsent
(“4/12) not yet involved
n 6 Pz, Lrmy offensive,

' _Rest and Refitting Staff 16 infcrmed
1/12 8 tanks V with crocws ready for
-8/12 loading to BERGISCH GI.DBACH for
: 116 Pz, Div.
T391/35 13 tanks V already taien over by
3/12 Ps, Regt. 16 (116 Pz, Div,) had
7/12 been blecked and handed over to
11 PZ. Diva,
?3?2/75 5 Panther tanks for 116 Pz, Div,
. /12
9/12
2, Parachutc Divisions. (Movemsnts later than 1 Decewbor),
-Ref, Text Sommont

et AP S = e

" 5 Para,., Div.

T396/18 Transport asuthority 7 Army
3/12 notified of movements of cloments
12/12 5 Parachute Division,
T397/96 6 Para, Div. gives up #/T and
8/12 armament for 5 Tara., Div.
14/12 -
7389/8 Para, Pz,Jg.,bt. 5 arrives in area
L/12 of ewployment without certain V/T
5/12 equipment.,
T390/25 2 Para. Division OLDENBURG.
3/12
7/12

3 _Para, Div.
T350/86 W/T eouinmcnt to OLDENZALL for
19/10 elements 3 Iara. Div. resting and
28/10 -refitting.
$g7${95 3 Para. Div, ENSCHEDE (V 40).
17/11

5 Parachute Div. (nrmy
Group B).

o location indicated,
but comment sugzrested
QOLDENBURG area for the
division.,.

/T378/88



" Ref.

Comment

Text
T378/88 2 Para, Div. subordinated to II £8. _
g/ 11 Fz, Corps for trairing purposes only.
25/11 | : .
'400/ud 3 Para, Div. subordinated to I SS.
16/12 Pz. Corwnr
1612
Je - Resrganisation of Higher Curmand.
Text Comment

T358/9

1/11

NV L e
e

m363/ 20
3/11

- 9/14

T36l4/55
2711
13/11

T575/83
7/11
22/11

P369/1L
11,/11

15/11

1372/67

13/11

19/11
T371,/106

15/11

~eddresscd via Army Group.H,

Fermatien of Army Group H.

Fceresgruppe H being set up.

Armesgrupne STUDEHT mentioned under
Ecoresgrupno B,

Somposition of Army Group H given in Equations 15 Army,

terms of Poilway: nuwbers, plus 1
Parachute Lrmy. suggested.,
Parsomnel clements Army Abt, SERBIA

ior inclusion in staff of Army

Group . -

Refersnce to scitbing un of Armec-
grupren (plural) in message from

Toorrogsy pe H,

Armee Grugpe CHRISTIANSEH formed
from G.0.C. Armed Forces INETHERLAIIDS,

Armec  Abteilvng KLEVFRL

" Group NORTH.

B. Reilel’ of 5 Panzer army by 15 Army,

First niontion cf Gruppe MANTIUFEREL
in Siltrep under Army Group 3.

Previously under

5 Pz, Army tentativc

Arm

Armee Crippe von HANTEURFEL This thought at the
mentioncd under Heeresgruppe B. time to be temporary

up-grading of Pz,Arm;

Sitrep shows scctor 15 Army
apnarcntly rcduced,

30 ond 6C Corns under 15 Army.

Corment pointed 6ut

inconsistency with

1588/26.

Tor—SToo R
lU.r S LUR . JT592/65




Ref.

Text

She'

7386/L6
2/12
2/12

Sigs. Abt, 453 KREFELD,

Flive 67 Corps transferring.

I T

vefinse.
Tl +

i O AN
}] H

.,....
..'lu!
=
-

A s e b

G+

Cemment
T392/65 15 Army sddressed via Army Group D. Comment on contrast
3/12 . 15 Army under Army
. 9/12 Group H on 3/12.
T392/2l4,
T398/37 Von ZANGEN acting G,0.C. Gruppe Comuent scnt later as
"5/12 von MANTEUFIEL. SWL 3531, Cenclusinn
S 14/12 that 15 Army wes
: ' relicving 5 Pz.Army,
but that nracess still
inccomplete., This
supported by ecvidence
frem other sources.
Ce Relcase of Corps Eialfs
T356/L4L5 )58 Pz. Corps being relicved Caly cnc subceguent
7357/L8 )by 89 Corps. reference to 58 vonzer
2/11,3/11 Corns 22/11. uc
2/114,3/11 , location (M13/10578/77),
wmtil opne roace in
of fonsive 18/12
(ThO2/78).
T367/11L Corps TRESCOW relleved 85 Corps No subsequent mentioen
13/ as from 15/11. of 85 Corps until i
14/11 appearance in offensive
16712 (Tu01/22).
T376/11 67 Cerps replaced by 30 Corps. 67 Corps the richt
21/11 Corps of 15 .1rmy in
22/11 HOLLAND, - Tock burt in
offensive.,
T375/11u 2 88, Corps no lcnger- in fcermer Previously under 15
21/11 sector. CArmy in NIJHEGLN sector.
22/11
P377/35 6 Papa. Div, in zrovious sector
23/11 of 2 8S. Corps.
23/11
T377/73 ) 2 5S. Corps Flivo ALFTER (F L3).
T378/42 ) o subordinated troeps,
2h/11 .
2h, 25/11
TE}S/u1 67 Corms reserve of Army Group H.
2i/11
2L4/11
T386/58 Comment: 53 Corps

not identified since
June when cn Russicn
frent; considered
destroyed by Y.O,

Took part in offcensive.
Comment: Mol claaorw
whether Jorus
trancferring or only
the Flivo,

/T386/55

TP L U —
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Ref, Text Cormen’
T386/55 TUmspecificd formaticn no longey
" 2/12 under 12 S8S. Tanzer Corps.
3/12
n395/ 71 L7 Pz, Corps under Gruppe von Lasti relfsrance 50
u/12 MANTEUFFEL, L7 Pz. Corps before
12/12 offensive.
1395/50 . Corns. FELDT to Army Group H,
L/12 67 Corps to Army Group B,
14i/12
T395/88 74 Corps under Gruppe MAITEUFFEL. in extension of 15 Army
10/12 - _ . - area rather than move
12/12 of Corps.
™ L R:"‘“ve of Inluntry formed (gee q1so move up of 3
and 5 Para. Divs. above).
T382/51  36% V.G, Division to be brought up
28/11 from €7 Corps Tor & TFanzer Army.
28/11
. T387/1 Imlcading areas: This can be seen now
2/12 2u5 Dive ii, of LiCLIOUSE to ve part of the
3/12 326 V.G. Division GEROLQTEIU (128) concentration for the
' BITBURG (. 15). offensive, But it is
Fuehrer Beglelt Brigade TWLABELN- alsc very misleading,
_ IPARBACH (L 55) KIR¥ (L 83), The V.G.divisions going
- 62 V.3, Dive BITILICH (L 35). to the ARDENNES are
719 V u Div. S/ARLAUTERN, nst high-quality units,
560 V.,G. Div,. IulTSL}OR\T -OPEICHER
(. 24
SS.Pze iDL, 50T - TUSK IRCH“‘I‘I (» 33)
355 V.G,Div. ZUELPICH (» 23) -
EUSKIRCHEN~BALL (X 97).
347 V.G, Div, arcua SAARL! UTERN
(@ 73).
Assault Cun Brigade 20C TRABEDN-
TR/RBLCH,
Lrmy Enginecr Bde., 177, MUIISTEREIFEL
(» 31),
Tuchrer 30, Begleit Bde., CIMPEIDIRG
(!..il' 18)' .
7392/11% v VeuU.Divicior :ddresscd ZINGEINEIL .Another hint, not
.. 3/12 (P 21) via 5 Paunzer AILY. understood at the time.
8/12 . .. comment pointed out
that this was believed
to be in 7 ..rmy's area.
3. Contrivutory Evidence
. A. Requests Tor 'irhter Protsction £or Troon lovenents
T359/103 Area KYLLBURG (L 16) - XATL SF 11 e - .
5/11 GELROLSTEI™ (T, “”; - rnu.r w1 jUY ST O = ——H4:44rr'
6/11 - LIMLIRG (715, - \-Hf[. (P 26), '

/T360,/109
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Text Coamment

- d Ly u;’_g‘,l-‘ — l'! i—. .

6360/109 Area KALL Sr 11) - TILRURG

RS2

éunlocated sugrest IYLLBURG
,_,..7_'{1.1 B8 ety
'1‘,)62/95 .Area DUERIN, G"‘T’OLSTEII\T, KYLLEURG,
8/11 WITTLICH (L 35), BITBURG.
9/11
Similar reguests for fighter prc-
tection for ftrain-movements and
unloadings occurred repeatedly
in the Tirst helf of December.
(T388/70, ©390/84,| 159510,
739L/1 ete.) in the areas
I'UENCHEI GLADPAGI - ERIEZLLNZ -
CRIVENBROICH - OSTERRATH (behind
AACHEN sector), but also behind
tre front of the coming offeunsive
- WITTLICH - BITBURG = BRUEHIL -
TRIER - HILLDSHEIM. The night of
9/12 (T394/1) was outstanding,
with 38 trains (direction -
unspecified, but pretty clearly
arriving), KOCHEl - TRIER,
DUEMPELFELD - HILLLDSHEIlN, and
ZUELPICH.
B, Pcrmation of a Unit fer a Special Undsrtakin.
in tie West
- T350/L7 HITLER's orders for setting-up
26/10 a special force for special under-
1/11 taking in the West., Knowledge eof
: Znglish and American idiom
egsential for volwiteers,
T357/L5  Call for volunteers. To be sent
31/10 to GRAFZITIOTHR.
3/11
'P375/20 /T for 'z. Brigade 150 to
19/11 CRANEIVIOEHR,
22/11
C. Condition of 7 Army
T385/71 "Dighting strength of 89 and 3L) Inf,
30/11 Divs, weakened to an extraordinery
-2/12 extent so that condition of these
. divs. demands their early relief".
T387/82 "Continuous decrease in fighting
3/12 strength of >wn troops ...... .
compelling us to nut in PGQGPVPS

at present aveilable",
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SR REF ID:AS@)7421 PS$FEHi—
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Ref'. . Teah Commzont
| &;91/11 Grading of Divisions:-
b1z . .
7/12 74 Corps: _
P 253 Dy.” atate (lIT‘
3}4-1‘- DiV. ) ! .L\/)
272 Div. (ir1
277 Div.:r . 2111
ﬁ(’ "'\'- "\’“r
SR (18 v, G Div.) 2ITIg
oo 26 Div ' III
o ‘ 80.00rps~
p 352 Div, (IT1)
i 212 Div. (incomplete)
(IIT = Fully £it for defensive : v
: employment. '
IV = Conditionally fit for

defensive employment. )

-2

A ﬁotc on Cerman Signals Instructicna and Precautions

on 10/12 =a wireless silence was imposed on all"
88, formations on the Westerih Front.

Uﬁﬂs was less slignificanvt than 1t rounds, as
such silences have been ordered on previous

-occasions. The security ban was Liowever stricter
than before, in that it dld not excmpt even

a..l..l.v'yl -

On 12/12 there was a gencral is.ue of new signals
instructions in arsa of Jagdkorps II. Tha»
were to take effect from C300/1l/1Z and concerned

2 Para, Xorps, 1, 2, 12 88, Pz. Korps, 30, R
67, 7. 80, 81, 86 and 82 Corps, with 1, 2,-9
aad 12 8S. Pz, Divs.
Hlew signals inctructions were alss issued by the
- Jagdkorps, with effect from 11/12, to its
subordinete G,A.F., Units, ' -
' This, in retrospcct, was clcarly Ii prerarasion
Tor the cffecnsive., But scimilar gensral issues

of signals instructions had taken place iu ITALY
and had bornc nou oxcrational signlflcanbc whatever, ..
being simply a general re-~organization,

The W/T silcnce already referred to was rcelaxed
on 16/12, when Source re )orteq tclegrams to 1 SS.
Pz. Xorps., L7 Pz. Korps, 2 and 12 8S. Div. all .
- stammed 1342-1350 and authorizing those H.Q.'s,
to send KR messages. _ '
Similar instructions were sent to 1 S8,
at 0035/17/12,

Pz, Div.

/ Other foomations

| ol -
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Other 1ormat10ns nust have received similar 1uav
for late on 17/12 the privilage was withdraw:

again” from L7 Pz. Xorps, 7L Xorps, 1 85. Pz. Div,
and 2 Pz. Dive '
This order of 16/12 was clearly the Ffinal starting-
gun. But it was received too late for warning.

German Uignals Intelligence

Lver gince D-Day U.S, Signalu have besen of great
assistance to the enemy. Gecores of instances,
"lor Attention of Signrls Security Oofficers",

have been sent to liinistries and Comrnahds, the-
last often with high pricrity: bdbut with little
noticeable result, It has been emphasizcd that,
out of thirty odd U.S5. Divisions in the 'est,“
the CGermans have constantly known the locatic:

and orten the intentions, of all but two or tn“ee.

on & Tront or some &0 miles, was mostly held

‘either by new o¥ by tired divisions.

o 11/11 Arniy Group B appreciated: "’enera]--
The encny is weakening the right wing ef

1 American Armny (elements of 83 Div.) in favour
of 3 American Army. Any nlan for attack by thor
in the EIFEL is therefo;e unilikely',  (M567/071,
HP obhlLi2,) -

It is, in short, a little startling to flnd thet
the Germans had a better xnouleuge of U.5.

Order of Battle Trom their igna¢s Intelligence
than we had of German Ordcer of Battle from Solrce.

I

German Jcecurity lMeasures. The FPhantom Armies

It is clear that high cireles in the Wehrmacht
have developcd an extrene respect for Allied
Intellipgence and distrust Zor their own countrymei,
They thererore ddcided before the present offensive
that a certain amount of dust should be thrown

in the cyes of all their subordinates below the
highest vank. They had camouflaged the occupation
of HUI'GANY as an owveration against guerillas, -
Eow they gave false names, not merely to their
inteantions, but to Army Groups and Armies,

This deception »roved highly successful: indecqd
without it all their other precauticas might well
have proved vain, ' '

/ As has been saild,

+r

They knew that the outherny winz of U,H5, 18t ArmJ,a*__
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As has been said, the arrangemeant of Armies had
been (North to 3outh):

15 Army HOLLAND%

1 Para. Army HOLLAND

5 Pz. Army SAAGHEE area)

7 Army DULREN - TRIER)

with 6 88, Pz. Arny refittin~ behind ICILN -
DUESSLLDORE,

In broad outline, the offensive involved (not

necessarily in this owrder).

(1) Insertion of 6 SS. Fz. Army South of
5 Pz. Arny.

(2) Relief of 5 Pz, Army H.7. (and L7 Pz.

- Korps) by 15 Army H.G. :

(3) Leapfrogging of 5 Pz. Army H.Q. Southward,
over 6 SS. Pz. Army, into a sector between
it and 7 Army.

To disguise this: _
(1) 6 85. ?z. Army was camouflaged as "tesiing
: and Refitting Staff 16", Scurce even gct

hold of documents addresscd to ¥6 S2. Pz,
Army, and, for infcrmation, to Refitiing
g8tarT 16", As refitting was prceciscliy whet
6 S9SS. Pz. Army had be=n doing for weeks, +Haat
was exirenmely plausible., This alia: was
5t1ill in use as lste on 25/12.

(2) LANTEUITEL, commarding 5 Pz. Army, weos
nromoted to a bogus Army Groun', which
took over also his Jignals and his cover-

: name BRIKA.

(3) Meanwhile 5 Pz. Army was stecaling into.
pesition in the 3outh unde:r thc sobriquet
of "elijacger Koirps s.b.V.".
on 18 /12 Army Group iLINTOUDFEL was protending
to control 15 Army (TL02/76): +two days
later, on 20/12, 5 Pz, Army was again opcen.y
bearing its old commander's name as FArreo
VANTRUFFELY, as it attacked in the next
sector but cne to the South, on the left of
6 S8. Pz. Army (TLO5/37). '

(4) This elabcrate Yeamouflaging of cammand
authorities", as the CGermans called it, was
extended even to Rellway Transport Offices.
Here the disguisces were allowed to lapsc on’
17/12 (TLO5/6).

It need hardly bc added that in long .decumentis
this sham would have exposed itself: Ddut

in the short and allusive scraps secn by Source
these fictitious H.G's. proved smoke-szreen
enough.

oY




Ref,

(a)
BAY/X1119
21/8 -
21,/8

' '(R%/ 1452
B 415
L A

10/9

(c) i
BAY/i7113
16/11
23/11
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"B, Other Sources

-

Indications that an offenc’ve

a—— ———
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iJLbi;._.__HH_R_Al_,

in *he Wept V8 wistasd

AR T )

J4n
Lo |

Toxt

Japanese Minister guoting Vice-

JMinister Foreizn Affairs:

Germans could not take initiative
and launch offensive on big scale
before about two months,

Japancse Ambassadcr after inter-
view with HITLER and RQRIDBENTROP:
wihen the one nillion new trocps
row being formed, tcgether with

~

Sonmners

The trouble with
cvidence from Japaness
sources is thet
Japanese Ministers ara
less critical tizn some
in believing what they
are told -.as the.
Germans are awars,

units withdrawn from other fronts . o

were ready, aid as soon as
renlenishment of air force (now

proceeding) was concluded, iintenticn

was to undertake great oflcnisive in

West (probibly from November
onwards).

Japanese Ambaszsador after inter-
view with RIBBENTROD:

RIBBENTRO? statcd offecnsive as
soon 28 nossiblc, to b2 directed
primarily against Vest,

Unable to name time.

all I
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2. The parachute Landings | | '\H'H‘R#

.;1The only ‘advance Jintelligence of the German offensive
. % received in low-grade air codes.was the following
s fwarnlng of the parachute landings (all times G.1,T. )

R PR

1) 16/12, Ou15 and oL19 messagcs 1ntorccpted warning
© % Tlak Units that 90 Ju. 52's end 15 Ju. §38's were
' going from TADERBORN aresr to area 6° -~ 6° 30! m,
© to 50° 31' - 509 15" [, end returning by the’
-;same route. These messages were cancellcd at o549,

e ewo2) 7 47712, At OOL2 and 0052 similar messages (with T.0.0.
Uu e 07 w0033 end 0041 ) were intercepted warning Flak Units i
“that 90 Ju, 52's and 15 Ju. 88's were goir" from s
. PADERBORF arzs tc area 6° -~ 630' E, and 50° 30' C
1 50° 45! N, end returning by same route to land at

10430, A further message referring to these two
o - was intercepted at 0142, "ourse horth andl “estY. C
- ... The following actlon was taken' ' . P

" 1) on 16/12:

- (a) The QOperationsl Watch B.P.phoned Fighter Gommand, -
.+~ Hut 3 (Air and Army), CANTERBURY, and CHEADLE ' T
" .warning CHEADLE that thls was not an ordlnurJ .
- trensport operation, The information was passed to _
- "Hut 3, D.D.I.3 and D.D.I.Lk by telenrlnter 0.P.TI. -
- - hy 0800 hours. L
CHEADLE put the thres meéssages out at Ou50 ohs
ar TG CAWTERBURY for the broadcast to R.AJP, Unils
- 'in FRANCE. _ s
(e) 0 erational Watch B.P. put out a considered versioL - o
| .A.G. teleprints to CANTERBURY for the broadcast '”
to R.A, P, Units in TFRANCE, to Det. A. Tor SHAEF A/C
‘of S/A~2, CHEADLE D.O., A.I.L4.B., A.I.3.B., and M} it
A JORADNEH oL Tt (0T ~BROWEH e~ DETGL,

- g ~: - L T, WAG, T s e S
Y O PTG D T
. . R AU hd . .

o
St

e
» B

P T e R ] ot oo i o L sereatye
- e . _-. )

The teleprints were recelved at CANTERBURY at 1000 .
.. hours (first two mossages), u30 hours thlrd messavc. T

: . 2) On 17/12 similar actlon was taken: s
e + = -+ CHEADLE put out the first two messages at 0117 and T
o - the third at 0224. GA,G. tclonrint were received

dt CANTERBURY at 0155 hours for rlrst two messagos
- and: 0311 hours Tor tnird mcssaﬂe.' _ R

. '-. ‘-‘.

It would appear therefore bhat the cancelled messavss

of 16/12 gave a day's warning of the operation and
_ that the messages referrlng to the operation 1tse’f
" wore dispatched to Hut 3 and R.A.F, Units -in FRANCE
within half sn hour »f their rehelp% here. _
-RJAP, H.Q's. in FRANCE are responsible for passing .
1nformation of interest to the corresnondlng_Army H. Q 'S.
:@ult should also be pointed out thau all R A.-. Field
"~ Units with Groups-and the main American Field Unit o
" With the 9th Air Ferceé ghould have taken and decoded . i
“'Jnthe German messages (it is known that 8th Group - LT
> heok the messages on 16/12)
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Some Conclusions:

The Distortibn 6f-Restrospect

One word of caution seems necessary at the outset,
if injustice is not to be done to many responsidblie
for appreciating this intelligence,

There is here collected the evidcice that puinted
t0 a German offensive in the AIDENIES.

There 1ls not much here of the evidence that pointed

‘to German offensives elsewhere, Where there was

a tangied wood of detail, there are now left stsnding

. only the few relevant trees: 1t is not easy to
-imagine how difficult it was then to find the way.
‘And yet,had the Germans really attacked in the

assemble substantial ressons why: they should have

AACHEN sector, it would - not be very difficult to }
attacked there and nowhere else,

R o1

Alternative Appreciations

If is however hard not %o feel, if a Dbrief gencr:!

. ization may be .allowed, that there does exisi a

besetting tendency in Intelllgence, of which th-
praesent is a serious example - the tendency to beoome
too wedded to one view of enemy intentions. It

- h&d grown to be generally bpelieved that the Cermans

would counter-attack, head~on, vhen we had pushed

; them hard enough, probably in the ROER sector with

its dams. This idea died hard; and it killed . ther
truer ideas of what was reelly going on.

It is less impressive, no doubi, to deal always

in alternatives, to say '"There are L chances out of

5 that the Cermans will do A; yet there is still

1 in .5 that they will do B“.. But unless Intelligonce
is perpetually ready to entertain all the alterrastiv..g,
it sees only the evidence that favours the chosen .
view; and, unconsciously, other indications are,

ﬁot explained but explained away.

Reliance on Source

There is a risk of relying too much on Source, 1/
His very successes in the past consiitute a danger,

if they lead to waiting for further informaetion,
because "Source will tell us that", or to doubting
the 1ikelihood of something hapneﬂlng because '
"Source would have told us that"

He told us all about RO!I?EL's attack-on the MARETH - °
LINE: but before the XKASSERINE PASS offensive

we had failed, as here, to divine where the blow

that we saw was coming, would flnally Tall.

There is always an element of capriciousness and
luck, which the steady flow of our intelligence

tends at times -to leave forgotten. - The evidence
given eabove was passed in its abundance to those

responsible, Bnt in its very sbundance, in its very

authentlclty, lie dangers. It would bc intevesting,
for example, to know how much reconnaissance was .
flown over the EIPEL sector on the 45t Army Pront.
Source gave all he knew: but he does not always
know everything. '

9% /e | . |
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. The Germans have this time prevented us from

“month after month, with oven eyes and open hands, -

‘“;fémprovéd German Security

German suspicions of Allied Iute1ligenﬂe nay be
lIulled again by their present success. I[ndeed
"Aell 8¢.arlity measures have for years shown a
repeated oscillation between sudden spurts of
precaution and relabses into laziness and laxity.
Still the general level of security definitely vises,
and~it 1s always npossible that,having succecded at
last ia surpriging us, they may think the precautions
taken well worth »epetition.
In any case it has to be fraced that,in future
documents produced by Source may need far more:
careful scrutiny for occasional booby-traps,

" mare's nests, and red herrings. Ou the other hand

1f we improve the Germans, +hey improve . us,
This time their phantom armies enjoyed a surprise
success: but the surprise~value of such stratagems

18 less easy to repeat.

Allied Insecurity

knowing enough about them; but we have not prevented
them from knowing far too much about us, This ]
lecakage is continuing as badly as ever, since the
batitle Dbegan. About othor points in this peper, _
cndless argument is possible: no one will dispute s
the disastrous absurdity of handing the enemy, :

owi: own O*der of Lattle.

Distritbution

The Director (5 copies) -
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BRITISH JOINT STAFF MISSIONAf/

OFFICES OF THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF o
—tFER—ie

WASHINGTON
HMOC /2122 13 Januarxwggi5 R
M
N MEMORANDUM FOR MAJOR-GENERAL CLAYTON BISSELL
b , through Brigadier-General Carter W. Clarke.
] - |
e INDICATTIONS OF GERMAN OFFENSIVE
f
V In answer to a request addressed by you to London on
LB

Christmas Day, a report has been prepared, and a copy is enclosed
herewith at ANNEX B. Sir Edward Travis, Director G.C.C.S., asks

me to make it quite clear that this is an unofficial appreciation,

prepared by G.C.C,S. Neither War Office nor Air Ministry are

responsible for it and it should not be quoted in any communication
addressed to them. Copies have however been given to D:M.I. and
Q.C.A.S.I.-

There is also attached, at 4NNEX 4, a covering minute
received by cable for transmission to you. This minute is a joint
v | ‘ comment by D.H.I. and 4.C.A4.5.7T. = e

I am instructed by Genersl Mengzies to present it with tThe

report to yourself, Brig.Gen, Clarke and Colonel McCormack, and to

R 0]

ask you, at the special request of 4.C.A.S.I, to pass a copy to

e

Major General J.P. Hodges, A.C. of Air Staff, A-2.

i Colonel, G.S.

R ST SY J UI Nie: i S
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, G-2
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

“WDGBI 24, January 1945
MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL CLARKE

Attached hereto are the papers from Travis through O!Connor.
Please draft a letter of appreciation to be passed to Travis.
I desire your recommendation regarding paragraph IV, German Signal
Intelligence, on page 22; ter discussion of paragraph 2.,
page 26, with General Osmun, Colonel McCormick and General Weckerling
I desire your recommendation,

Incl AC, of S., G-2

Lk L
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Firsts Report shows clearly, as do all post-mortems, which

of many interpretations and clues were right, Do not agree clear

warning given as to date. AS with all post-mortems, value lies in

agreed several times in December.that attack in Ardennes was on the

cards.

lessons which can be extracted for future use.

Secondz Such lessons from the report apply partly to H.Q.s

in charge of operations and partly to H.Q.s respoﬁsible for over-gll

wateh on war,

Third: We believe Tollowing lessons can be extracted: é

(a) Intelligence staffs must not become rigid in their thoughtsﬁ
Long perlod Since Germans launched an offensive produced ’
tendency in this case.

_mw%w

(b)- Heavy. losses among relatlvely few formations can gquickly be
made good from over-all German Out] b @pﬁimlstic but”

}“16621 PEptrt e sUeeess November &1116d offensives in weaken-
ing Germans, obscured German freedom to confine the bulk of

their reinforcements in men and equipment to the West.

(¢) 1Intelligence staffs must appreciate enemy view of current
Allied operations, In this operation they failed to
realise the extent to which Germans felt free to use their
reserves for an atbtack. .

Y ER eSS O R P

Imost 2ll ev , 1. 4 _sources of military and alr
grepgrgt;ons could have been interpreted either as: g \

(1) offensive nature, or _
(ii) .defensive plus puildine up of central reserve t -
restore situation. 2\
Tactical reconnaissance, active patrolling, capture for L
interrogation of prisoners of war.and..the like must, in . k%
spite of ULTBA, stilY remain surest guide to enemy intention
“for Commanders in the fidIld.  In this case weather and the -
Siegfried Line, and not lack of effort, were presumably to

blame.

—t
b

(e) Germans have learnt from us now to employ deceptive measures;

(f) Germans are learning too much of our Order of Battle from .

our bad wireless security. ¥

Fourths Must point out that dispositions in Ardennes were

noted Dby Strong in his intelligence appreciation in his GAD/SH 142

of 13th December which centained a warning that a relieving attack

there should be expected if some of the excess of divisions were not

moved away soon. _Generals Bradley and Strong both known to have

—

T:F‘“‘"‘h* S
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INDICATIONS OF THE GERMAN
OFFENSIVE OF DECEMBER 19LlL

Contents: A, Source GX/HSS..
I, G.AF. Evidence.
II. Army Evidence, -
ITI. German Signals.
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Ve German Security Measures.
B. Other Sources.
I. HITIER interviews.
IT. German Parachute Operafions.
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It is not the purpose of this paper to indulge in

wisdom after the event, but to learn what can be learnt,

(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

A, Source GY/13S.

It can be sfated at once that:—

Source gave clear warning that a coggter-gfjcgg;zé)

was coming,

He alscg gave wacning, though at rather short notice:\

of when it was coming.

He did not give by any means unmistakable indications
of where it wag coming; Tor, ON GHE MillLary Si0ey

(vhich was the important side)_of its full scale,

This was largely due to new and claborate deceptions
staged by German securlity.

German planning, on the other hand, must have bcen
areatly helpod by the insecurity of certain Allied
signals, On this point the warnings of source
were both timely and ample, but in vain,
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® (a) Geoneral ;

The G.A.P, evidence shows that ever since the last
week in October preparations have been in train to bring
the bulk ef the Luftwaffe on to airfields in the West, \

The, evidence has always tended to show that any
such Westward move would be in support of the Army. But
it has never been possible to infer the exact nature or
timing of the Army operation, ’

It secms that the original plan was set in motion
about November gt when the Tighter units were ordered to
send advance etachments to the West. The actual units

never came Vicgt in November, but preparations continued.

By about Novenber 20 the urgency secms te have disappeared
and a certain hesitation is secn regarding the rolc
o these Tighters. .

About NMov. 25th a striking changce took place in the
Command and from December 1st all mcasures werc concerted
for the ultimate deployment and operation of the figliter
clese-support force to aid the attack,

Evidence that the blow was imminent appeared from
gbout Decomber l: —possivle-evidence o 1t8 timing and —
duration was also available (Pilot s/c coming for "about
14 days").

Evidencc of precise point of attack was never clear.
The tWo Groups of eirriclds, in the ACHME — DUBSSELDORE and

FRANKFURT areas, flanked a very wide field ecxtending from
KOELN to LUXEMBOURG.

It sheuld bec emphasised that, se far as the G.A.F,
was concerned, at no stage between the end of October and
Decenber 16 was there any radical change in the general
planning. Every addition was simply a further elaboration.
There was nothing to show any change in G.A.F. strategy.

In fact, this unbroken sequence of prcparatien over a period
of seven wecks tended to conceal any changes in the plans

of the Army, though it seems clear that Army intentiens

must have differed censiderably in early November frem what
they had become by mid-Dccenber.

(b) Details

First date =
date of document.
Second date =
date of TP.

' Swmmary Comment

SBatenents of Policy

7349/L2 Statement ¢f G.A.F. Policy to . These two messages,

18/10 Navy. Defence of Reich must taken in conjunctim

20/10 be chief concern, and therefore, explain the whele
so long as warfare on main G.A.F. policy
fronts remained static, armies throughout November
would b+ deprived of closc support. and right up te

Rundstedt's attack
T350/20 JODL passed to C.-in-C.WEST dceision in December, The
25/10 8§LO%W.1P?eparations b%ing mg@aﬁ%y G.A.?. like the
, o bring up very stre fighter o 3
27/10 forces in e%en of Xarge AT1i6d attack?T™W & strategic
in West. Transfer not possible at present,

for reasons connected with Seainine o fusl,
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® - Summary , Comment
T350/20 JODL passed to C.-in-C. Rundstedt's attack in
25/10 W3EST decision of OKW. December, The G.A.F.
27/10 _ Prcparations being made like the Army's strategic
, by OKL. to bring up very reserve, would only be
strong fighter Torces in committed when the Army's
event of large Allied attack defensive position
in West. Trangrer nob requirecd, Until that
possible at present, for moment they would be held
reasons connected with back.

training and fuel.,

Earlicr Indications of Nature of Oneration

7350/15 Luftgau VI wanted help in
26/10 stocking up 11 airfields
27/10 ¢ with C3 for "project in
first few days of November",
500 cbm. requested, as
stocks were dispersed and
could not be moved about
for YSCHLAGARTIGER EINSATLY
("1ightning employment").
Allusion to "three operations'.

T353/60 Jagdkorps I to run a TEWT on ) This seems to have been

29/10 "air defence by doy" on 2/11,) genuinely conccrned with !
31/10 Kommodores of JG., 2 and JG, 26) air defence, During
to attend, as well as & Novenber air opposition

" represcentative of JK. IT. to VIII USAAF raids to
. Contral GERMANY was
stecpped up.

T3L5/101 JG. 26 quoted GOERING order

3 /10 that re-equipment of all
fighter aircraft as fighter
bembers must be possiblc
within 2L hours.

Move up of PFighter Units

1362/38 Jagdkorps I reported to
7/11 Jagdkorps II equipment of
8/11 21 day fightor Gruppen
belonging to JG.'
27, 77, 300,

Clcarly foreshadows
operatien en large scale
under control of Jagdkorps
II. Other information
showed JG. 1 and 6 also
involved; that is, almost
the entire German fighter
) force.

T361/167 Referring to Jagdkorps I All advanccd detachments

7/11 of 4/11, JG. 11 reported moved up about 7-8/11.

8/11 GRIESHEIV BIBLIS, and Except for JG. L, JG. 3
BABENHAUSEN suitable and JG. 27, flying clemcnts
airficlds. did not Tollow until ashout

17/12., (I.e. not until
detual opening of offensive;
cef. reference to "11~htplng
employment"),

T366/35 JG@. 27 advance detachments
11/ in COLOGNE arca,

12/11
M‘—U—E—T—H— / T36L/1L




o
T36L/14
9/11
10/11

T362/111
8/11
9/11

T361/2
6/11
7/11

T361/4
6/11
7/11

T367/53
12/11

10/11

T37L/76
19/11
21/11
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Advanced detachment Stab
JG. 6 to - -QUAKENBRUECK.

TWENTE and STEENWIJK *to
be pﬁepared for I and II
JG. 1,

Advanced dctachments of
JG, 77 arriving at short
notice on airficlds in
DUESSELDORF area.

Advenced dctachments of JG.300 )These units subscquently
and JG. 301 arriving shortly dropped out of the

at airfields in the KASSEL scheme.

district,

Pirst mention of an advanced
detachment of JG. 3.

Locations of advanced dctacn-—
ments of JG, 3 in the
STOERMEDE area.

8367(A)/1u Reference to difficulties

/11

T3??/71
6/11

T359/122
5/1
6/11

T360/32
5/11

T379/39
23 /11
25/11

at new operational location
of JG. L.

Bringing in of SG. UL

SG. 4 had been operating
on the North Russian
Front. It appears to
have been withdrawn +to
GERMANY about L4/11 teo
retrain with a new anti-
tank weapeon, so as ts be
brought into opcration
with the fighter units.
Suggests most strongly
that the coming opcration
would be closely connccied
with the Army. (See also
under "Pilot Aircraft
below).

ITI 8G. 4 to REINSEHLEN.

Stab and II SG. L te move

to UNTERSCHLAUERSBACH to train .
in bad-~weather ground-attack
and rc~equip with "Panzcrblitz"
(an anti-tank weapon) and M8,
for opcrations on Western front.

Elcments of III SG. L retraining
at UDETFELD.

Stab SG. 4 at GUETCRSLOH.

/Miscellancous cvents




T367/31
12/11

13/11

1367/125
13/11
14/11
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T37L/100
19/11
21 /11

7375/122

18/11
22/11
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Miscellaneous cvents 12/11-27/11

JG. 77 asked for repairs tn

an underground fuecl-installation
urgently requircd for "speccial
contingeney known to you'.

J&, 11 states that arranging of .
quarters by advanced detachments
on their own responsibility is
forbidden, as endangering
seecreey.

T'ightcr units in West not %o usc
Gcaschwader badges or unit
markings, .

Luftgau JIIV order (bascd on
Tuftflotte Reich order of 14L/11):

" Serviccability of airfields-

intendcd for bringing up of .
fighters to be reported daily.

AR,C., DELMLENHORST ordercd work
on airficld defences to be haltcd

‘at oncec till completion of
.airficlds for "flghtcr onoratlons

WESTH,

Warnlng from G.A,T. Commana WEST )

to Flak to cxpect appegrance of
strongish fighter forces in

Western GERMANY.

—ee—

T372/16
18/11
18/11

T375/119
51 /11
22/11

T381/23
25/11
27/11

Abové passed cn by Lufugau XIV.

GOERING deccision. Fighter
alrcraft intcided for opcrations
in the West not to be equinped
with "B.T.C." These however

to be kept rcady.

Re~cquipping with "E.T.C.," of
Tighter units intended for
operations in the Wost and

for employment as fighter
bonbers must be possible Withlﬂ
2Ll- hO‘LlI‘u L]

L, N, N g W, g B T A R a

An example of the
elahoratc security
nrecautions
throughout.

These suggcest

,offons1vc rathon

than defensivce
intention.,

Obscure, - Looked at
the time as- if things
were about to boging
but ne evidencc of
move up of uuits.
Order may have been
ditc to Amcrican
Army attacls -~

a8 procautionary
warnirg in casc
Tighters had to be -
uged preomaturely.

This order and tho
next reflect a certain
hesitation about this
date - whother
fighters to be used
as such or not.
Derhaps carlier plan
was hanging firc as
gscrious break-~through
by Allics came to
scem unlikelye

Last ten days of
November possibly a
replanning stage

, during which countoer

offensive hatched,

—JoHP—S$+t 6. ||| IRD T373/8
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18/%1

19/11

7375/80
oL

120
20=21/11
22/11

7378/83
oL,/11
25/11

T379/60
2?11
26/11

7381 /4L3
26/11

27 /11

T379/86
2%/11
26/11

7380/87
26/11
27/11.
T383/95
30/11

30/11.

T390/22
5/12
6/12.
T390/1L
5/12
6/12
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Advanced detachment of a
JB., 27 unit moved from the
KORIN ares to ACHMER.,

JG, 27 flying units meved up
to the ACHMER area,

JG, L was operational and
rcceiving orders from 5 JD.

"pAuswertung! being set up
for III SG, L4 at KIRRLACH.

IIT SG., 4 at KTRRLACH.

Switch of JG. 27 may
alse reflcct this
hesitation. If things
werc not to happert soon,
it might be vetter t6
pull J@, 27 out of the
exposed KOELN airfields.

Reason not clcar, They
romaincd quiescent until
gttack began. As
o¥pericenecd close-support
units, they may have

been intended as n readily
available Peserve in case
of break-through by 1 or
9 Armies. Unlike all
other wunites eoming up,

J¢. 27 had only been

away from Jagdkormps II for
about 3 wecks;
consequently its rcturn

.eannot be covidence of an

invention at this date to
reinforce the front at
ohce oh n large scale,

Bringing into operation ef
Jé, L and III s¢. U4 ebout
this date was probably
premature and a rcaction
0 succosses of 3 and

7 Armics.

Alterations in Chain of Command
(Latter_end of November)

Flicgerdivision 3 withdrawn
from operations.

P, 123 and its units subordnsta

to Jagdkorps II.

I KG. 66 subordinate to
Jagdkorps II. )

Battle Unit HALLFIWSLEBEN
sub, to JK. II.

XKG. 51 sub, to JK. II.

These most significant.
They resulted in setting-
up a very powerful close-
support command, Jagdkorps
II, controlling the bulk
of the German fighter
Torce and all bembing,
ground~attack and night
ground-attack forces in
the Vlest. Fighters were
controlled through|twoe
subordinate commands,
Jafue Middle Rhine and
Jagddivision 3, Jafue
Middle Rhine prcviously
only in contrul of night-
fighters and subordinate
tc 3 JD. Jagddivision 3
in contrel s strategic
day and night fighters.,
G.A.F. Ccmmand WEST retained
centrol only of the long-
distance Ar.234 recce a/c,.
In fact, this recreated the
/old
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eld G.A.F. pattern of

L] Luftflotte - Fliegerkorps,
normal during the phase
of German offensive,

T379/22 JG&, L and J&, 2 acded to 5 JD. remains outside the
T381/12 signals list of Jafue plan, showing that,
23/11 Middle Rhine. -} wherever operation might
25-7/11. be intended, at least
the extreme South of the
front was excluded,
- T38L4/L7 JD, 3 return of strengths
29/11 of J@. 3, JG. 27, JG. 26.
1/12 \
7387/53 First return of day-fighter
2/12 strengths by Jafue Middle
3/12 Rhine to Jagdkorps II, .
covering JG, 2 and JG, l.
Type of Preparations being made
by UNLLS 4N early Decemper
T38L/16 Return of stocks of "E,T.C." Insistmece on bomb-release
T386/33 by I and ITII JG, 11. Returns gear and low-level attack
29-30/11 quoted a reference of 26/10, again points to army _
30/11~2/12 co-operation,
T398/53 Jafue Middlec Rhine reported ; Mentien of Pilet Aircraft
12/12 on training in "hcming flight') led to misinterpretation.
15/12 in JG. L4, JG. 2 and JG. i1, 7ielflug was thought to
be practice for inter-
ception, as en previous
occasions., In fact, it
is here used to mesai
attacks on ground targets.
R. 396/A/15 On 2/12 and 3/12, IIT JG,26
5/12 carried out U4 practice flights
13/12 in low-flying attack,
T399/30 Return of "E,T.C." by Jafue
14/12 Middle Rhine covering I, II,’
15/12 IIT and IV JG. L and I, II
and ITI JG. 2. -
Chronology Early Decenber
T38L/L7 JG., 3 aircraft in STOERMEDE
29/11 area, .
/12
R.38L/A/8lL Courses for National- This now has asn obvious
30/11 Socialist Leaderz in Luftgau significance but the
1/12 VI 3-16/12 cancelled owing context is comparatively
to "impending special trivial and it was
operation®, impossible to attach its

true valuc te it owing

to German sbuze of
language. No doubt
“gspecial operation' failed
to ring a becll.

/T 390/56 .
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T320/56
7 4
6/12

R.398/C/77

12/12
13/12

T3%90/26
2/12
6/12

m388/13
3/12
/12 -

T392/62
L/12
8/12

8/172

T397/79
13/12

14/12

o TGy

G,AF, Command WEST to
Lultflottc REICH, Gen,Oberst
STUMPT. “"Enlargement repeatedly
asked for of the DOPFELXOPFKREIS
cxtremely urgont. Non- Movement DOPPELKOPT,
compliance with request can apparcntly nart of a
have unpredictable consequences', )Games sorics, since it
included a ™MHISTH,

Bult this seerng mere
coinecidcnce. It is
pogsible in rctrosnccet
to fancy meanings for
DOPPELKOPEF the operation
(e.g.attack by two Pz.
armics ), But thorcd is neo
evidecnce that the ’
ordinary mcaning plays
any morc part with
DOPPELKOPF the -~neration.
than with DOPTELKCPF

the Railway Movement.

DOPPELKOPF ("double
hcad') is also a card
game, On 15/11 thore
was also a Roilwey

Obcrst von FICHTE arriving 13/12
at Nest and Refitting Staff 16
for DOPPELKOPF-SPIELEN. FREDI
to be informed,

Luftgau XI to report by 5/12
barrcl rcqguirements for stocking
up for "Fighter Ops. WESTY.

Luftgau VI to report to Lultflotte
REICH on mcasurecs taken for

. technical supply of units that

had ar:rived for ops. in the VWest,

Pyrotcennics used as visual JThis fits in with the
navigation aids to be stored at)pilot-aircraft tcchnigque,
observer pocts. Instructions )sce below.

how to usec them,

A1l Xommodores and Kommandeure )Very significant,

of day fighter Geschwader Jagdkorps II is giving
except JG@, 300 and JG. 301 to crders to units formerly
attend confercnce at Jagdkorps )under Jagdkorwms I.

II H.Q. beginning 5/12.

Advanced Detachment IT SG. 4  )Parallel to move up of

arrived KIRTORF. gfighter advanced dctachments
gbout 7/11.

When brought up, JG. 11 to go Minor switch ef

to BIBLI3, ZELLIIAUSEN, and destination, in samc are=s

GROSSOSTHEIM, as bcfore. Mysterious at

Referring to Jagdkorps II master)time, but later pilot-

order of 1/12, unusually alrcraft documents showed -

stringent security rcegulations it refcrred to the

governing briefing of III JG.3 lopcration, as a wholc.

and subsequent movemcnts of )

crews, )

Luftgau XIV asked i* LIPPE,
ATLERTCHEN, and BREITSCHEID
wore- still required for JG,27.

A hint that JG,27 always
intended to return “to the
KOELN arca and only moved
North to cnncrcted i
airfields as a tomporary
measure when, about 20/11,
immediate employment
)seemed unnccessary.

/T399/7hL



T3
e
16/12

T398/7L
/12
15/12
T399/58
15/12
16/12

T389/7,
h/12.
5/12

Tu00/9u
TUO02/7
15-16/12
17-18/12
7397/7
12/12
13/12
m398/78
1L/12
15/12

R.394/A/13
8/12

11/12

7399/21
114/12
15/12
TLOO/49

15/12
16/12

T388/77
L/12
5/12
T389/6L
L/12
6/12

Order from 3 JD. te JG.1.
Gruppen to meve up. This
order was distributed as
low as Gruppen, owing te
urgency.

IIT SG. L4 to transfor te
KIRTORYF as soon as wecather
allows,

Pirst strength roturn of Jafuc
Middle DRhine covering Stab
and T SG. 4 ZIEGENHAIN, II SG.
L. KIRTORF, and III SG. L
KIRRT.ACH.

_BEF 13:%37\1343' g

First movement of units
prior to the operation. -

SG. L concentrating in
arca of KOELN fcr
operations as a @Geschwaden
Shovs opcrations in the
South of third Gruppe

were outside goneral plan.,

Intruder Onecrations by NJG.L

I, II and III NJG. L to collech) Only loosely connccted

"window", (To be in possession
of Gruppen at all costs by
9/12),

I and III NJG. 4 report
arrival of window,

NJG. L4 specifies airfields
in HOLLAND for undertekings
ROPER and BARKER.
ROPER shown to be an intruder
operation direstced against
Bomber Cemmand.,

BERTIE

An a/c fuel column moving from
OBERNBURG to ESCHBORN and
then on, under keyword BERTIE,

BERTIE issued on 14/12, units
from A,R.C, 's KOELN and

with the main scheme,
and not very roveuling
at the timo,

The mosat that thcse
preparations showed was
that the G,...7*. was
becoming more offensive.

This is a scheme is
previde mobile G.A, F.
scrvicing units,presumably
for alreraflt making
emergency landings in

the tactical area.

ALMELO to report at ALTENKIRCHEN.

BERTIE units left GIESSEN and
ETTINGILAUSEN.

The Pilot Alrcraft

16 pilot aircraft and crews
to be provided by NJG.101 for
IT and III JG. 11 and I, IIX
and III JG, 2, all in
FRANKFURT arca.

2 night-fighter crews to be
alletted for about 14 days as
pilot aircraft for I, II, IIT
and IV JG. L4, I JG. 11 (all
in FRANKFURT arca) end I, II
and III SG, U4 at ZIEGENHAIN,
KIRTORF, and KIRRLACH,

This is the most revealing
of all. Air Ministry at
rirst on 6/12 connected

it with large-scale
interception of strategic
bombers, but SG.4 was

hard to explain away even
then., Later reference to
low=~level flight and

reute marking showed the
pilot a/c must boe intended
to assist large formations
of fighters and fightor-
bembers to get ofi and
find their target arca.
PFirm comments werc sent te
this efTect gbout the
fighters as soon as the
necessary indications were

availeble i.,e, on 1L/12,
SGe below. ' }f%



T390/29
5/12
6/12

T391/78
L/12
8/12

T398/1
12/12
1U/12

1399/31
13/12
15/12

T396/30
8/12
12/12

T398/30
9/12
/12

7399/l
8/12
15/12
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2 night-fightor crews, to
énsurc asgenbly of sgtrong
day-fighter formations in -
bad weathor, sent to I,

IT and III JG, 1 in HOLLAMD,

2 Ju, 88 crews cach to a
number of airfields coveoring
units mentloned above, plus
JG. 6, 3, 27, 26 8nd 53,

Amendmonts to A Jagdkorns II-
master order of 1/12, Flarc
cartridges to be fired upward
when Flying at low level,
Pilot aircraft to pags on to
formations being Jod any ordop
for reocall. Reference Lo
"Northern" and "Bouthern"
groups.

More amcndments to mastor order
of 1/12, dealing with drill for
formation take~off with pilot
aircraft 1n darkness and
marking of route with lights,

It was on L4/12 that L

8G. L, till then thoupht
to be on the Russian
Front, was scen to bc
Joining the rcst of 1lc
Goschwader in the West.

It was also on L4/12 that
wc had the first indlcatim
that I 36, L was coming
on to operabion Aflor re-
training. Concentration of
a whecle speciallised ground
attack Goschwadsr at this
juncture cleariy showod
that things wore moving.

Nt St

These "groupe® douhiless
refor to Jaruc liddle
Rhine and J Jagddivision.
They are the ovily indicatior
of the intendod ons,arca,
and then rogretyiukd

vague = only tuc sruc
South of CARTSAUN 8 |
cxcluded.

/

SENNE Aipficld and Parachutists

Yehrlreis VI wished to provent
use of SENNE airficlds by

G.A 17, , or which an sdvanced
detachment had arrivod.

RUNDSTEDT gave enmhatic
orders to Wcechrkrels VI to
allow @.A,F, Conmand VIST
to usc SENNE 1 and 2.

SENNE 1 prescribod as take-off
airficld for a uwnit connected
with Transport Ccmmand.

Nearby airfields listed as
intermediate fuelling-points,

This was not graspsd in
its full significance till
the morning of 16/12,when
an ELGAR messagce dealing
with a large scale Ju.b2
oneration made it all
clear, The only
intelligencc on the
subject which could
however tic up SENNE with
parachutists only came in
on the cvening of the 15th
(T399/Llt)s The wholec of
this intelligence vas
sipgnalled vary fast in
its true nerspective, on
the 16th i.c, batorc the
parachute drep on tlc
17th but after the LLCGAR
warning and cancecllaticn
of a Ju. 52 opcration in
)the early hours of 16%th,

/ II.
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) TI, Army Evidence.
' (a) General.

Recapitulation of Gencral Situaticn
Before the Counter-Offensive '

After the German rout in FRANCE and BELGIUM, when Allicd
logistic difficulties permitted a stabilisation of the German
front, HITLTER made up his mind to hit back,

For this hc pushed on the new call-up and planncd =&
strategic armourcd reserve.

After the failurce at ARNHEIM, the Germans, though still
watching this sector, appreciated that the greatest thrent
was tea.KOELN. It was reasonable thercforc to apprcciate
that the move of the armoured rcserve to comolcte its rost
and refit in the KOELN sector was a precaution against an
attack there, which did in fact take placc,

At the opening of this attack, which was concentrated
on the drive for KOELN, but covered the whple fronts of
American 3 and 7 Armies as well as of the French Army,
German dispositions were as fallows.

. Heeresgruppe "HY" contrelled 15 Army, 1 Para, Army,
Armee Abt. CHRISTIANSEN (ex C.-in-C. ITETHERLANDS), and Aimmec
Abt, KLEFFEL (a new-comer from the BALTIC). This front
was thinly held and the Heeresgruppc contrelled ne Armourcd
or PG, Divisions, The state of the twe parachutc divisions
refitting was net exactly known, There were not in any case
sufficient divisions to explain the prescnce of a sparc
Armee Abt. Stalf. Onc possible explanation was that it
would control the development of the defences of the Rhine
Bridgcheads in tho group rear-arca. But this wes not

- convineing and its prescnce may be called "Riddle Number 1%.

Heercsgruppe "BY, in the key secctor, controlled

5 Pz. Army snd 7 Army, with 6 Pz, Army in reserve. Besides
infantry and Para., Divisions, 5 Pz. Army had 5 Armoured and

2 PG, Divisions in line or in tactical rcserve, By stubborn
“fighting, helped by the weather, 5 Penzer Army had memaged

to make the Allied offensive slow and costly., Ultimately it
vas appreciated by both sides that the control of the ROER
waters was the key to further advance. At the time of the
counter~offensive the Germans still had this contrel,

7 Army covered a much longer front, thinly held and
mainly quiet, with pressurs only on its right wing. It had
one Armoured Division. '

6 Panzer Army consisted at that time of L Armoured
Divisions., s

Then certein changes in German dispositions became

r/gxident. Panzer Army 5 faded from vicw,. Its sector was now

reported under Gruppe MANTEUFFEL (hitherto G.0.C. 5 Pz, Ariy).

This implied an up-grading and so possibly a reinforcom i,

in what was a "Schwerpunkt" sector, Then elements of 15 ..vny

started being idcntified in Gruppe MANTEUIIEL, This

coincided with cevidence that 15 Army's T.P., call-sign was being

used on the. 1inc to 5 Pz. Army, It was possible to assumc

!
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that 15 Army was rclieving 5 Pz, Army, which had becen
temporarily up-gradced to a Gruppc, while it had elements
of two Armics under it. For rcasons to be stated latcr,
some interprctations "needecd" another Army staff further South,
Thus a relicf was suspccted. But German camouflage blurred
the evidence, making the rclief (if rvelicf therc was) scem morc
gradual than the truth, This was "Riddlc Iilumber 2%,

It was, however, possible, on thc thcory that 15 Arny
was gradually withdrawing from Hececresgruppce H, to solve
"Riddle Number 1", for a clcar function wos immediatcly
Tound for Armecc Abt. KIEFIEL in its placc,

Therc were two views of. the possible destination of
Pz. Army 5. One favourecd the neighbourhood of 7 Army, where
five new V.G, Divisions werc reported arriving rom GERMANY.
7 Army, though on a mainly quiet front, contained divisions
that were exhausted, particularly thosc on the right flanlk
South ef AACHEN. It was plausible that 5 Pz. Army wmight
be needed to rost and refit any of these aftaer their rclicf
by the new arrivals, The objection was that this would bu
wasting a Panzer Staff. In any casc, this thcory was ros
held strongly, nor widely, nor for long.

The arrival of the five ncw V,G. Divisicns wggwﬁgigﬂlgL
Number 3". The fact that tue Allies were kncwn te™De weak
heére cut both ways.

/,__—-————3 This brings us to Army Group "GV, It had originally

controlled 1 and 19 Armies. With two Pz. and two PG. Duvisions,

1 Army had bocn bearing the brunt of PATTON's attack.

19 Army had been reduccd to a bridgehecad, It contained no
armour, Then €,=-in~C. Upper Rhine (apparcntly HIMMLINL
himself) took over command not only of West Wall defonccs Tast
of the Rhine, but of 19 Army as well. Later Heeredgrnpro
Upper Rhine was identified. This left Hecrcsgruppe "GY with
only 1 irmy and Gruppc FOEHNE ( an enlarged Corps sector),

Here 1f anywhere was rcom for a new Pangzer LArmy.
Horeover 1t would be fariliar ground for Panzcr Army 5.
The appearance of new Flak Division supportced this.

Such was the picture when Wircless Silence was
ordered Tor all 88, Units (including specifically some
of those in Pz. Army 6).

We were uncertain about the Higher Command in -the
North. We were hoping "to break the lmpasse in the AACHEW
Sector by an assault on the ROER dams, We were not unduly
worried about the arrival of 5 V,G,, non-offensive divisions
behind 7 Army. We had driven 1 Army back nn to the West Wall,
but were still exerting enough pressure to Jjustify the
arrival of a new Pz. Army Staff.

"Riddle Number L' (HIMMLER as C,-in-C., Upper Rhine)
could be connected with repmrts of trouble in the Black Poraest
and of discord between various German authoritics, and with
the need to organise a static defence on thc Upper Phine.

By new the strategic armourcd reserve was clearly
on the move, but it comprised only four divisions and thors
were no direct clues to its operational area, Other arncur,
which proved later to be available, was belileved to bu in
tactical rather than strategic reserve, It had nnt been
concentratced, At most two other LArmoured Divisions werce
available in GIORMANY.

] ot Sttr= —4Y A /Meanvhile
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Meanwhile our two thrcats to GERMANY (HODGES and
PATTON) were both temwporarily blunted. This was not thoercfore
the time to usc 6 Pz, Army as a counter-attack force, unless
we seriously threcatoned the ROER dams. Its movepdid not secm

necessarily to imply immedisté @ction. by
We were tantalisingly ncar the truth. but the German 'nig-="“ﬂ

camouflagce of formations Just sufficed its end.

() Dotails R P

For an explicit statcment that an effensive was being .

plenned in the West one must.go to the BAY series. (Scc Scction.B)
The Japonesc Anbassador after interviews with HITLER and T
RIBBENTROP (BAY/ZL 119, 152, BAY/HP 113) reported that HITLE:
intended an offcnsive in the VWest, to take place in Noveuiber.

Source, however, did provide dctailcd evidence fcr
the steps by which HITLER's order was implcomented:
(a) the formation of the striking force, (b) the reovganization
of the chain of command.

Evidence for the formation of the striking CTorce was
given in detail, freom the orders for setting-up of Panzer -
Army 6 on 18/9 up to the imposition of wireless silence for
88, formations on 10/12. : ——

The reorganisation of the chain of command took
place under a cloud of false names and cover-planning.
' The only previous parallel (apart from the ulbtre-sccrot
world of flying bombs and rockets), and that on a much morve
modest scale, was the German occupatien of HUNGARY in
March 194k, This reorganisatien involved the switch »f
15 Army from North HOLLAND to the AACHEN area in order to
free 5 Panzer Army; the formation of a new 25 Army %o- take the
place of 15;: and the bringing up of both 5 and 6 Psnzer irmies
between 15 and 7 .rmies, In addition four ccrps staffs
(67, 85 Infantry, L7 and 58 Penzcr) werc made availablc for
the offensive by withdrawing them from the line, and two
Corps staffs (b3 ond FELBER) were brought up from other fronts.

The clearest indications from source for the arca
from which the offensive was to be launched came Lrom
messages lealing with train movements., (Sec sectisn 34 velow, )

The fact that Allied wireless insecurity permitied
' the Germans to Torm a substantially accurate picturc of the
N Allied line-up in the sector South of AACHE]T is made abundantly
t*\ clear by the Y Service repcrts quoted below. (Sec Section on
German Signals Intelligence).

Finally some minor points should be mentioned.
The formatien of a special unit for operations in the West
was noted by sourcc, and the existence of the unit; Panzer
Brigade 150, as well as its connection with SKORZEITY, was
spotted; the connection of the unit with. the eperation,
however, was not recognised until it was met in the fLiclad, T

/L serics
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A scries of messages from 7 Army in late Novemboer -
carly December underlining the weakencd condition of its
formations may have helped to set thc minds of Allicd

planners at rcst as to any German threat frcm the LUZEMBOURG
scetor,

To sum up, source madce plain that a derman offensive
potential cexisted, and gave hints as to the time snd, lesse
clearly, the place of thc oficnsive, Viewed in the light
of what has happcnecd, thesc hints gcem sufficicntly plain;
but the picturc as it now appears is not the one which
developed from day to day,

1 Pormation of striking force.
A, Rest _and Refit of 6 Pz.Army
Ref, | Text Cormont

7320/33 1,2,9,12 SS. Panzcr Divisions.

18/9 Hcavy SS, Panzer Abteilungen

27/9 501, 502 and 503 and Corps
troops of I SS. Panzer Corps
subordinated for rest and refit
to Staff of Panzer Army 6,

7328/11 ' I §S. Pz. Corps, 1,12 SS. Pz.Divs.
39/9 -and Pz.Lehr to rest and refit in
5/10 NMorth Wesv GERMANY.

j“1¥i6332/98 Elements 9 88, Panzer Division to
7/10 arca MINDEN - HAMBELIY - HANNOVER.

10/10
T34.0/8 KEITEL order: 6 Panzer Army as
15/10 OKW. Reserve, will control recst
~17/10 and refitting of I S8. Pz.Corps,
1,2,9,12 38. Pz, Divs, and Pz.
" Lehr Dive- ,
T3L6/97 Withdrawals from linc: Penzer
18/10 Lehr, Battle CGroups 1 and 12 S8.
24/10 Pz,Divs., 9 SG.Pz. Div,, 2 88,
Pz, Div,, H.Q.155 Pz.Corps.
Yy g5t
T346/93 Reporting Jentre of 13S. Pz. Army
22/10 6 SATZUFLEN (BT 78)/ .
21,/10 1 85. Pz, Corps PITERSHAGE: (W 82).

12 8. Pg. Div. SULINGEE (W 75).
Pz. Lehr Div. HOLZHAUSEM (B 86).

. 2 88, Pz. Div. BUZREN (B 52).
9 S5, Pz. Div. WADERSLOH (B 3L).
Also Heavy 88. Pz. Abteilungen
501 SENNELAGER (B 65),
502 GESEKZ (B 53), 503 SENITELAGER.

' 1 8S. Pz. Div. LUSBRECKD gw 1)

o
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B. 6 Panzer Army Crosses the RHINE.

Ref, Texb Commont
T373/52 Pz, Signals Regt. 6 arrives
=/ KOBLN arca.
19/11
7371/50 Command Echelon 6 Panzor Army
9/11 included in contents of movement
18/11 TAITTENRERG. Elcements of 12 88,
Pz. Div, also listed, but not
clear vhether part of same movement.
m378/6 Transport of remainder of command
9/11 echclon of 6 Pz, Army and elements
2/11 1 8S. Pz, Div,
T365/110 Transport away of 6 Panzer Army. No indication of
10/11 2, 12 338, Pz. Divs., and Pz. Lehr destination.
12/11 Ptehind schecdule.,

T373/¢9 SS. Pz. Army 6 and I 3S., Pz. Corps
16/11 adiresscd via Army Group B.
20,11
Pz, Liehr Division Committed under Army Group G.
T381/1 Army Group @& roport montions
25/11 attack by Fz. Lehr Div, arca
27/11 PIFSTINGEN. _
T382/29 Pz, Léhr Division in sitrep under
27/11 LXXXIX Corps,
28/11
A—-—""‘/
T395/71 Counter ettack by Pz, Lehr and iast refercncec to Pz.
u/12 11 Pz. Div., area SAARUNION,. Lehr before offensive,
12/12
ThWo1/22 .Pz. Lehr reports boundaries :
16/12 with 2 Pz, Div, and LXXXV Corpe.
12/12 :
II 58, Covrps Moves up.
T38L/ 55 W silence IT S8, Corps. Clcarly in preparation
ncy 17 for move up to 6 Pz,
1/12 ATIOV
T378/88 II S35, Pz, (ewrps SuUbordinatod to .
2”-/11 6 Pm. Aruy with 2 8S,, magpegifiod .
25/11 S8S. Pz. Division, 3 Parachute
Division. Intentions: "kurzfristig"
rest, refit and training before
frcesh employmwrent.
I 83, Corps located.
T380/91 I S5. Corps LECHENICH, Ilivo to
26/11 locate Pz, Lehr, 1,2,9,10,12 S8,
27/11 Divisions,
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1 and 12 38, Panzcr, 277
212 V,CG., 3 Para,

Frarmm = e AT

These places. like the
airficlds, are -

and suggest thrcat to

clogec assocciation Rest
and Refitting Staff 16

but ne realisation that

Ref. Text Conmont
T382/31 tations to 2 S8, Division at
27/11 GREVENBROICH (F 17).
28/11 .
T382/57 Flivo I SS, Corps recports 2 SS,
28/11 Division BEDBURDYCK (F 28), 9 88.
28/11 GELSDORF, (F 52).
T392/75 Spare parts for 1 S88S. BRUCKMUEHLEN
1-3/12 (W 4LO), BUSKIRCHEN (& 33). GJ AT
9/12 9 SS -~ BONN (I 53), deceptively far North
10 8S. - BENSBERG (F 56).
12 8S. - PULHREIM (F 36). AACHEN sector.
116 Pz. - BERGISCH GLADBACH (F 56).
T390/21 Reporting centres: I 5S. Pz.Corps
L/42 HERRIG (F 2L.), 1 SS. Pz. Div.
6/12 MUELHEIM (P 25), 2 3S8. Pz, Div,
KAARST (F 29), 12 8S, Pz. Div,
. BRAUWEILER (P 36).
T392/38  Fuehror Begleit Brigade WITTLICH
/42 (L 35).
8/12
T395/49 9 3S. GILSDCRT (F 52).
11/42 .
i1/12
Imposition of Wireless Silcencg.
T395/83  Wireless siloncc for all SS.fTormations.
10/12 Trupps with II SS., Pz.Corps and 2 SS.
12/12 Panzer Division identified.,
7396/63, Further Trupps involved in silence
66, 79. ldentified: XII SS. Panzcr Corps,
11-12/12 1 and 12 S8S. Panzer Divisions.
13/12
Mcve up to Pinal Positicns,
T395/71 Sitrep under heading Army Group B Comment suggestced
L/12 lists Gruppe von MANTEUFPFEL, n"716" an crror Tor
12/12 7th Army, Rest and Refitting 16", Sitrep too
Staff 716, and unspecified ¥d.. generaliscd, however,
Ze DoV, ) to point to any
specific localitics.
T4OO/10  Recet and Refitting Stalf 16 Comment peinted out
15/12 boundary with Gruppe von
16/12 ANTEUTFEL.
with 6 Panzer Army,
it was identical with
the Army itscl,
Th00/48  Wircless silence I S8. Corps
16/12 canceclloed. ILocation SCHMIDTHEIM
16/12 (F 16), Divs. subordinatcd

%%%}P—{f&{}“*ffzk}kqﬁkﬁr
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C. Rest and Refit of Formations not under & Br.Army

SRV PPy

Axl, except 21 Pz, and
17 88.P,G, Divisions,

Panzer Divisions, '
Ref, Text Comment
T348/7 Consignment for 2 Pz,Div. sent %o
14/10 Pz, Base NORTH, Unloading Station
25/10 BERGISCH GL..DBACH.
T367/35 Short term rcpalir scheme involving
14/11 2,9,11, 21,116 Pz, Divs., 17 88,
13/11 P.G., 12 V.G, Divisions,

R6383/C/59M/T for 17 8S, P.G, Division under

/12

T392/9
1/12
8/12

291/35
3/12
7/12

T392/75
1/12
9/12

2e
Rel.

heading Rest and Refit 6 Pz. Army.

.

now (24/12) committed
in the offensive,

17 38. ».¢ at pocsent
(°u/12) not yet involved
n 6 Pz, Army offensive,

Rest and Refitting Staff 16 informed

8 tanks V with crews ready for
loading to BERGISCH GLADBACH for
116 Pz, Div.

13 tanks V already taken over by
Pz, Regt. 16 (116 Pz, Div.) had
becen blecked and handed over to
11 Pz, Diva

5 Panther tanks for 116 Pz. Div.

Parachutc Divisions., (Movemsnts later than 1 Dccember).

Text

Comment

5 Para. Div,

T396/18  Transport authority 7 Army

3/12 notificd of movements of elcements
12/12 5 Parachute Division.

T397/96 6 Para, Div, gives up M/T and
8/12 armament for 5 Para, Div,.

/12

T389/8 Para, Pz,Jg..bt, 5 arrives in area
L/12 of employment without certain W/T
5/12 equipment.

T390/25 2 Para. Division OLDENBURG.

3/12

7/12

3 Pdra, Div, "

T350/86 W/T equipment to OLDENZAAL for
19/10 elements 3 Irara, Div. resting and
28/10 refitting.

$§;$495 3 Para, Div, ENSCHEDE (V 42).
17/11

5 Parachute Div. (Army

Group B).

Wo location indicated,
but comment suggested
OLDEHBURG area for the
division.

WM /T378/88
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Ref. Text ' Comment
7378788 % Para, Div. subordinated to II £S.
zl /11 Fz, Corps for training purposes only.
' 25/11
‘u00/id -3 Para, Div, subordinated to I SS.
16/412 Pz. Corps
16712
. Do Resrganisation of Higher Cummand.
Ref, Text ., Comment

Formavicn of Army Group H.

T?58/9 Eceresgruppe H being set up.
1/11

}.!,/"i 1//’
‘ T 7363/20 Armesgruppe STUDENT mentioned under
3/11 Hesresgruppe B,
9/11
T36L/55  Composition of Army Group H given in Equations 15 Army,
2/11 verms of Railway: numbers, plus 1 5 Pz, Army tentatively
13/1+4 Parachute Army. suggested.,
T375/83 Parsonnel clemcnts Army Abt, SERBIA
7/11 JTor inclusion in staff of Army
22/11 Group H.
T369/1L4  Refersncc to setting up of Armee-
11,/11 grupren (plural) in message from
15/11 Taorcugsrnpe He
T372/67  Armec Gruppe CHRISTIANSEN formed
13/11 from G,0,C. Armed Forces NETHERLANDS.
19/11
T37h/106 Armec Abteilung KLEFFEL . Previously under Army
15;11 . addressed via Army Group H. Group NORTH.
21 /11 '

" B. Rerief of 5 Panzer Army by 15 Army.

7372/35 First nention of Gruppe MANTEUFFEL

17/11 in Siirep wider Army CGroup 5,

18/114

T385/23  Armee Gruppe von MANTEUFFEL This thought at the
26/11 mentioncd under Heeresgruppe B, time to be temporary
1/12 up-grading of Pz.Army 5.
T388/26 Sitrep shows sector 15 Army

3/12 apparcntly rcduced,

L/12 : ’

T392/2L 30 and 88 Gorpé under 15 Army,. Comment pointed.out
3/12 inconsistency with
8/12 T388/26.

, FOPSECR T ULIRA /T392/65
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Ref. Text Cemment.

T392/65 15 Army sddressed via Army Group B. Comment on contrast

3/12 : : 15 Army under Army

9/12 Group H on 3/12.
T392/24,

T398/37 Von ZANGEN acting G,0.C. Gruppe Caomment scont later as

5/12 von MANTEUFRFEL. &AWL 3531. Conclusion

14/12 . that 15 Army was
relieving 5 Pa.Army,
but that process still
incomplete, This
supported by cvidence
frem other sources.

C. Relcase of Corps Stalfs

7356/L5 )58 Pz. Corps being relieved 0aly cnc subsequent

T357/48 by 89 Corps. reference to 58 vanzer

2/11,3/11 Corps 22/11. uc

2/11,3/11) . location (M33/T 78/77)
until eoppe-runce in
offensive 18/12
(TL02/78).

T367/11L
13/11
1h§11

m376/11
21 /11
22/11

T375/11L
21 /11
22/11

T377/35
23/11
2% /14

T377/73
T378/L2
2L/
2L,25/11)
7378/l
2lL/11
oli/11
7386/58

i’

T386/L46
2/12
2/12

Corps TRESCOW relieved 85 Corps
as from 15/11.

67 Corps replaced by 30 Corps.

2 88, Corps no lcnger- in former
sector.

6 Para. Div., in proevious saector
of 2 8S. Corps.

2 SS. Corps F¥live ALFTER (F L3).
Mo subordinated troeps,

67 Corps reserve of Army Group H.

Sigs. Abt, 453 KREFELD.

Flive 67 Corps transferring.

No subsequcnt mention
of 85 Corps until
appecarance in offensive
16712 (Tho1/22),

67 Corps “the right
Corps of 15 ..vmy in
HOLLAND, Took qut in
offensive,

Previously under 15
Army in NTIJMEGEN sector.

Comment: 535 Corps

not identified since
June when cn Russion
front; considered
destroyed by V.0,

Took part in offcnsive.

Comment: Noi clcar
whether Corwns
trancferring or only
the Flive,

/T386/55
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Ref, Text Gonmen’
T386/55 Hﬁspecified Tormation no longer
2/12 under 12 88. Panzer Corps. ,
3/12
395/ 71 47 Pz, Corps under Gruppe von Lasl referance %o
/12 HANTEUFFEL., ’ W7 Pz, Corps before
12/12 offensive.
1395/50  Corps FELDT to Army Group H,
L/12 67 Corps to Army Group B.
14/12
T395/88 7L Corps under Gruppe MAITTEUFFEL, Ln extension of 15 Army
10/12 : area rather than move
12/12 of Corps.
™ L Doacnve of Infentry formed (see also move up of 3 .
and 5 Para, Divs. above),.
T382/51 362 V.G. Division to be brought up -
28/11 from 67 Corps for 5 Panzer Army.
28/11 .
1387/ Unlcading ercas: This can be ssen now
2/12 2ub Div, . of MUOLHOUSD t0 pe part of the
3/12 326 V.G, Division GEROLSTEIN (L28) concentration for the
BITBURG (L 15). offensive, But it is
Suehrer 3Beglcit Brigade TRABEN- also very misleading.
TRARBACH (L 55) KIRN (I, 83). The V.G.divisions going
62 V.3. Div, WITTLICH (I 35). to the ARDENNES are
719 v.G, Div, SAARLAUTERN, net high-quality units.
%60 X\G. Div, DENSAORN--SPEICHER
L 24, '
SS.Pz.ADt.501 ~ FUSKIRCHEN (F 33)
353 V¥.G,Div. ZUELPICH (¥ 23) -
EUSKIRCHEN~BAAL (K 97).
347 V.G, Div. area SAARLAUTERN
(@ 73).
Assault Gun Brigade 200 TRABEN-
TRIRBACH.
Arny Engineer Bde. 117, MUNSTEREIFEL
(7 31),
Tuchrcr 30. Begleit Bde.,, CHTERBURG
(i 18).
T392/45 i VoW, Division addressed ZINGSHEIM Another hint, not
3/12 (r 21) via 5 Panzeir Army. understood at the time,
8/12 . .. comment pointed out
that this was believed
to bhe in 7 Army's area,
3. Contrivbutory Evidence.
. A. Requests Ffor Tighter Protection fovr Troop lovements
T359/103 B

n:

T

GEROLSTEI™ (I, 2f) - ELSICPE (B

Area KYLLBURG (I, 16) - KALL 5
N}
- BITEIKG (T 15) = BUSCHELM (P

11
16
26

—TJFoPStURTT=HHIRA-

/T360/109
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Ref, Text Camment
T360/109 Area KALL gr 11) - TILBURG
6/11 unlocated) sugzest KYLLBURG
/11 T, 16)- g -
nlon -
T362/95 Area DUERIN, GBROLS TﬁIN, KYLLBURG,
8/11 WITTLICH (L 35), BITBURG.
9/11
Similar requests for fighter pro-
tection for train-movements and
, unloadings occurred repeatedly
in the Llrst half of Deccember.
(388 300/84,\T)93/10
T390/ etc.) in thé areas
I"UENCHEN GLADBACH - ERKELLNZ -
GREVENBROICH - OSTERRATH (behind
AMACHEN sector), but also behind
the front of the ceming offensive
- WITTLICH - BITBURG - BRUBHL -~
TAIER -~ HILLESHEIM. The nlght of
9/12 (T39u/1) was outstanding ) o
with 38 trains (direction ' - ,
unspecified, but pretty clearly
arriving), KOCHEM - TRIER, )
DUEMPELFELD ~ HILLLSHEIM, end ) .
. ZUELPICH.
B. Fcrmation of a Unit fer a Special Undertaking
in tne West
T350/L47 HITLER's erders for setting~up
26/10 a-special force for special under-
1/11 taking in the ‘West, Knowledge eof
Inglish and American idiom
essential for voluuteers,
T357/L5  Call for volunteers. To be sent
3}/10 to GRAFEITOLHR.
3/11
T375/20 I/T Tor z. Brigade 150 to
19/11 CRAPENVOEHR.
22/11
C. Condition of 7 Army
T385/71 "Pighting strength of 89 and 34k Inf,
30/11 Divs, weakened to an extraordinary
2/12 extent so that condition of these
divs. demends their early reliefV,
T387/82 "Continuous decrease in fighting
3/12 strength of own troops ..........
L/12 compelling us to put in reserves

at present aveilable",

' /T391/11
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7391/11 Grading of Divisions:~

7/12 74 Corps:
383 Diw. atate
34 Div, !
89 Div"
272 Div
2;7_7 D.LV s "
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(18 v, Gi Dive )

26 Dive III
€0 Corps:
352 Div, - (1II)
212 Div. (incomplete)

o

(11T

Fully f£it for uefen51ve »
employment. ‘ .
Conditionally fit for -
defensive employment. ) .

v

IIT A Fotc con CGerman-Signals Instructiona and Precautions

1) Oon 10/12 a wireless silence was imposed on all"’
83, formations on the Westerih I'ront.
Mhis was less significant than it soungs, as
such silences have been ordered on previous
occasions. The security ban was liowever stricter
than before, in that it did not exempt even

.I.J.J.V'Yl -

2) On 12/12 there was a gencral isuue of nev, SLgnaLs
instructions in erea of Jagdkorps II. ihe
werc to bake effect from 0300/14/1” and oonccrned
2 Para, Korps, 1, 2, 12 88. Pz. Korps, 30, 66,
67, Th. 80, 81, 86 and 88 Gorps, with 1, 2,-9
nad 12 85. Pz, DlVS.
New signaels instructions were alse *ssued by the
Jagdkorps, with effect from 1/12, to its
subordinete G,A.F. Units. -
This, in retrospect, was clcarly In prerarasion
Tor the cffensive. But similar gernsral issuee
. of signals instructions had taken place iun ITALY |
' and had borne no opecrational significance vhatever,
being simply a general re-organization,

3) The W/T silcnce already referred to was rclaxed
on 16/12, when Source renorted teclegrams to 1 SS.
Pz, Korps, L7 Pz. Korps, £ and 12 SS. Div. all
stamped 1342~1350 and authorilizing those H.Q.'s.
to send KR messages. -
Similar instructions were sent to 1 SS. Pz. Div. .
at 0035/17/12, )

/ Other foomations
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Other formations must have received similar leave,
for late on 17/12 the privilage was withdrawn

- agaim-from 47 Pz. Korps, 7l Korps, 1 S3. Pz. Div, -

and 2 Pz, Div,
This order of 16/12 was clearly the final sterting-
gun. But it was received too late for warning.

German Signals Intelligence

Dver gince D-Day U.S, Signals have bzen of great
assistance to the enemy. Scores of instances,
Mor Attention of Signrls Security OfficersY,

have been sent to liinistries and Comnands, the
last often with high priority; bdbut with little
noticeable result. It has been emphasizcd that,
out of thirty odd U.S. Divisions in the West,
the CGermans have constantly known the locatio 3,
and orten the intentions, of all but two or threc.
They knew that the louthern wing of U.3, 1st Army,
on a {ront or some 80 miles, was mostly held
either by new of by tired divisions.

Oon" 11/11 Army Group B appreciated: "General:

The encny 1is weakening thc right wing of

1 American Arny (elements of 83 Div.) in favour
of 3 American Army. Any nlan for attack by them
in the EITEL is therefore unlikely'™, (1367/L7,
HP 6542, ) .

It is, in short, a little startling to find thet

the Germans had a better knowledge of U,S.

Order of Battle Trom their Signals Intelligence z
than we had of German Order of Battle from Sofirce,

l.

German 3ecurity lMeasures. The Phantom Armies

It is clcar that high cireles, in the Wehrmacht

have developcd an extreme respect for Allied

Intelligence and distrust Tor their own countrymcn.

They therefore dccided before the present offensive L
that a certain amount of dust should be thrown ~
in the cyes of all their subordinates below the :

highest rank. They had camouflaged the occupation
£ HUIIGANY as an operation against guerillas,

lLiow they gave false names, not merely to their
intentions, but to Army Groups and Armies.

This deception proved highly successful: i1hdecd

without it all their other precautions might well

have proved vain.

_ 9 ~

/ As has boen said,
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As has been said, the arrangement of Armies had
been (Morth to South):

15 Army HOLLAND%

1 Para. Army HOLLAND

5 Pz. Army AACHEN area)

7 Army DULREN - TRIER)

with6 88, Pz. Arny refittincs behind KOELN -
DUESSELDOREF.

In broad outllne, the offensive involved (not

necessarily in this order):

(1) 1Insertion of 6 SS. Pz, Army South of
5 Pz. Army.

(2) Relief of 5 Pz, Army H.Q. (and L7 Pz.
Korps) by 15 Army H.Q,

(3) Leapfrogging of 5 Pz, Army H.Q. Southward,
over 6 SS. Pz. Army, into a sector between
it and 7 Army.

To disguise this:

(1) 6 SS. Pz, Army was camouflaged as "Resting
and Reflttlng Staff 16", Socurcs even get
hold of documents addresscd to "6 S3. Pz.

Army, and, for infcrmation, to 1ef1ut3ng
gtafr 16", As refitting Was precisely what

6 SS. Pz. Army had been doing for weeks, that
was extremely plausible, This alias was
8till in use as late on 25/12.

(2) IANTEULTEL, commarding 5 Pz. Army, was
promoted to a bogus Army Group", which
took over also his J3ignals and his cover.-
name TRIKA, -

(3) Meanwhile 5 Pz. Army was stealing into.

) proesition in the South under the sobriquet
of "feldjacger Koirps z.b.V.'.

Oon 18 /12 Army Group MNANTEULRFEL was pretending
to control 15 Army ETu02/16) two days

later, on 20/12, 5 Pz, Army was agaln open.y
bearlnﬁ its old commander's namec as ‘Armnc
IMMT?UF“EL" as it attacked in the next

sector but one to the South, on the left of

6 88. Pz. Army (TL40O5/37).

(4) This elabcrate "camouflaging of cemmand
authorities", as the Cermans called it, was
extended even to Rellway Transport Offices
Here the dlS”u1SGS were allowed to lapsc on
17/12 (Tuo=/6)

It neced hardly bc added that in long decuments
this sham would have exposed itself: but

in the short and allus:ve scraps secn by Source
these fictitious H.Q's. proved smoke~szreen
cnough.

» -
.
»
.

(L'yj / B. Other Sourccs
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1, Indications that an offens’ve in *the Wcss wis plauned

Text Conmmers
Japanese Minister guoting Vice- “he trecuble with
Minister Foreisn Affairs: cvidence from Japanesc

Germans could not take initiative sources is that

and launch offensive on big scale Japanese Ministers are

before about two months., less critical thien some
in believing what they
are told - as the
Germans are aware.

Japancse Anbassadcr after inter-

view with HITLER and RIBBENTROP:

wihen the one million new troops

now heing formcd, tcgethsr with

units withdrawvn from other fronts

were ready, and as soon as

roplenishment of air force (now

proceeding) was concluded, intention

was to undertake great offensive in

West (probbly from November

onwards).

Japancese Ambassador after inter-
view with RIBBENTROP:

RIBBENTRO? stated offensive as
soon as Dossiblc, tg bc directed
primarily against West.

Unable to name time.
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2. The Parachute Landings

The only advance intelligence of the German offensive
received in low-grade air codes.was the following
warning of the parachute landings (all times G.L.T.).

16/12., OW15 and O419 messages intercepted warning
7lak Units that 90 Ju. 52's snd 15 Ju. 88's were
going from TADERBORI arear to asrea 6° - 6° 30' m,

to 50° 31' - 50° y5' 1§, and returning by the"

same route. These messages were cancelled at 0549,

17/12. At 0042 and 0052 similar messages (with T.0.0,
0033 and 0041 ) were intercepted warning Flak Units
that 90 Ju. 52's and 15 Ju. 88's were goirg from
PADERBORIT arca tc area 6° - & 30' B, and 50° 30! -
50° L5' N, ,and returning by same route to land at
oL30, A further message referring to thesc two

was intercepted at 0142, "ourse lorth and 'est',
The following action was taken:
on 16/12:

The Operational Watch B.P,.phoned Fighter Conrmand,

Hut 3 (Air and Army), CANTERBURY, and CHEADLE,

warning CHEADLE that this was not an ordinary

transport operation. The information was passed te

Hut 3, D.D.I.3 and D.D.I.L by teleprinter 0.P.I. —-
by 0800 hours. : . )
CHEADLE put the thres messages out at 0450, O45-,

0508 %o CANTERBURY for the broadcast to R.A.F., Unils. -
in FRANCE. '

Operationsl Watch B.P, put out a considered versioi

in G.A,G. teleprints to CANTERBURY for the broadcast

to R.A,PF, Units in FRANCE, to Det. A, for SHAEF A/C

of S/A-2, CHEADLE D,O., A.I.L.B., A,I.3.B., and M} ¥

Hajor~QHENoEES~Co: : .
The teleprints were received at CANTERBURY at 1000

hours (first two messages), 1030 hours third message.

on 17/12 similar action was taken:

CHEADLE put out the first two messages at 0117 and

the third at 0224, GA.G. teleprints were received

at CANTERBURY at 0155 hours for first two messages -
and- 0311 hours for third mcssage. -

It would appear therefore that the cancelled messagss

of 16/12 gave a day's warning of the. operation and .
that the messages referring to the operation itself , —_
were dispatched to Hut 3 and R.A.F,. Units in FRANCE
within half an hour »f their receipt here.

R.AF, H.Q's. in FRANCE are rcsponsible for passing
information of interest to the corresponding Army H.Q's.

It should also be pointed out that .all R,A.¥F. Ficld
Units with Greups and the main American Field Unit
with the 9th Air Force should have taken and decoded
the German messages (it is known that 8th Group

teok the memsages on 16/12).
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Some Conclusions-

The Distortion of Restrospect

One word of caution seems necessary at the outset,
iT injustice is not to be done to many responsiblie
for apprec:Latlno this intelligence.

There is here collected the cvidence that puinted
t0 a German offensive in the AQDENHRED

There is not much here of the evidence that pointed
to CGerman offensives elsewhere, Wherce therec was
a tangled wood of detail, there arc now left standing
only the few relevent trees: it is not easy to
imagine how difficult it was then to find the way.
And yet,had the Germans really attacked in the
AACHEN sector, it would mnot be very difficult to
agssemble substantial reasons why they should have
attaclked there and nowhere else.

Alternative Appreciations

It is however hard not %o feel, if a brief pgencezi-
ization may be allowed, that thcre does exist a
besetting tendency in Intelllgence, of which tih-
present is a serious example - the tendency to become
too wedded to one view of cnemy intentions. It

had grown 6 pbe generally believed that the (CGermans
would counter-attack, head-on, when we had pushed
ther hard enough, probably in the ROER sector with
its dams, This idea died hard; and it killed . thear
truer ideas of what was reclly going one. )

It is 1less impressive, no doubt, to deal always

in alternatives, to say "There are L chances out of

5 that the Germans will do A; yet therc is still

1 in 5 that they will do BY., DBut unless Tntelllgoncg
is perpetually ready to centertain all the alterrazivis,
it sees only the evidence that favours the choten
vicw; and, unconsciously, other indications are,

not explalned but explained away.

Neliance on Source

There is a risk of relying too much on Source. 1{
His very successes in the past constitute a danger,

if they lead to waiting for further information,

because "Source will tell us that', or to doubting

the likelibood of something happening because

"Source would have told us that“,

He told us all about ROMMEL's attack-on the MARETH . °
LINE: but before the KASSERINE PASS offensive '
we had failed, as here, to divine where the blow '

that we saw was coming, would finally fall.

There is always an element ol capriciousness and

luck, which the steady flow of our intelligence

tends at times ‘to leave forgotten. The evidence

given above was passed in its sbundance to those
responsible, But in its very abundance, in its very
authenticity, lie dangers. It would be interesting,

for example, to know how much reconnaissance was

flown over the EIFEL sector on the 1st Army Front.

Source gave all he knew: but he does not always
¥now‘evcrything.

/1 (o I /Ll-s ."'
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¥ proved Germen Security

Cermen suspicions of Allied Intelligence nay be
Juiled again by their present success. Indeed

'ACL? se.arity measures have for years shown a
repeated oscillatio-n between sudden spurts of
precaution and relahses into laziness and laxity.
Still the general level of security definitely visses,
and it is always possible that,having succeeded at
last in surprising us, they may think the procmutions
taken well worth weopetition

In any case it has to be faced that,in future
documents produced by Source may need far more:
careful scrutiny for occasional booby-traps,

mare's nests, and red herrings. On the other hand
if we improve the Germans, they improve wus.

This time their phaentom armies enjoyed a surprise
success: but the surprisc-valuc of such stratagems
is lcss easy to repcat. )

(3
)

Allied TInsecurity

The Germans have this time prevented us from

Imowing cnough ebout them; Dut we have not prevented
them from knowing far too much about us. This .
lecakage is continuing as badly as cover, since the
battle began. About other points in this peper,
cndless argument is possible: no one will dispute
the disastrous absurdity of handing the enemy,

month s&after month, with oven eyes and open hands,
our own Order of Battle.
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