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RE~u~~~09-
ARMY SECURITY AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 21,D C 

SUB.JJ!CT: Semi~ODthq Reports 

TO: ~Chiat, Arrq Securiv Agtmc7 

mau1 Director of Oommnicatiolll Research 
Deput7 Chief 1 Artq Secur!t7 Agem7 

22 Jaly 1946 

l. Attention ia illvited to current policies in regard to the 
preparation ot 9em1-morlthl.7 Branch reports which at present a:N aub­
llittecl to the Chief, kfq Securit7 At1,enc7, and., after being read b7 
him, are circulated amoag illterestecl organization• of the Agenc7, 
f1m117 being :tiled :ln the Hi..torical Unit. 

2. '!be Poat Biatorian ie not ,taa1111r with t.ha directive m 
which these report• are baaed and bu no interest in them &aide .trm 
tba tact that it ia hoped that the7 will form tor the future a NDning 
accoant ot the operatiom ot the Branches. 

3. In oomid&ring these report.a aolel7 :trcm the poillt of Tiw 
ot their 'Value aa permanent; hiatorical records, the following tacta 
ahoulcl be point.eel out 1 

a. 2he:re ••- to be no fixed atandard in st7le and format. 

b. Fn, it &1171 ot the ••i .. onthq reports ooaat.itute a 
balanced. account of tbe act1ri.t7 of the reapectin 
Branch in the period under report~ 

c. '!here 1a a tendanc7 to mpbaaise the uminal.1 rather than 
the routin.eJ tba dif'ticultiea emountered, rather than 
the aucceaaful ach18V8111Bnta. 

d. The writera ot these reports ua:ltonaq &88188 that the 
reader will be tulq aware ot tba past b.1eto17 of the 
Branch and mereq 'ld.llhea to keep himself currant on nn 
developne.nta. 

e. lo att•pt ia •de in 8ft7 caaea to make each report 
continue tba ato17 told 1n the preceding report. 

t. '1'he use ot abort titles tends to conceal the tru 
aigait1oance of the atat.-nta .made. 
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11DG.\S-l3 (22 Jal7 19"6) 

./+. It 1a quite cl.ear that. the11e reports might well aern a 
two-told twaction: 

a. !o keep the Commanding Otticer intona.ed ol dnelopments. 

b. To pl'OV'ide a permanent historical record. 

5. It ia equalq clear that ho119Yer wall the report• nmr ~ 
till the tirat fua.ctian, they do not begin to tult1ll the second. 
hture biatoriana will be unable to use them to rqr great extent for 
providing the necea&&l"J' intormation in ld.ltorical atudies. Rather 
it will be necessary tor each bietorian to go direct.q to the Branches 
concerned tor the data desired. 

6. In view ot these tacts, it ia reeam.end.ed that a atatt 
atucQ' be made to conaid.er whether changes 1n the buic directives 
concerning tbeae reports might not well be nacle in order to tultill 
1D better fashion the purpoee •ntioned above in paragraph 4b. 

'<a:d .s. JlcCRACDlf 
Captain, Signal Corpa 
Poat B1ator1an 
Bxtenaion 473 


