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FIRST TETATLED INTERRUGATION G TWO
ITALIAN SIGS OPERATORS

Name: S.GUL.TTI, Franco MERLO, Enrico
Rank: Pte Pte
Unit: 12 TP; 4 MANTOVA BN, 1 ARIY REGT, MONTE ROSA ALPINE D

FP No: 81687/D 81687/D
, Captured: 3| Dec 4lt, nr MOLAZZANA, Fifth Army Front

Secret No: M 45722 M 45/23, \k L\ |

Interrogated: CSDIC, OMF, 15 Jan 45
Subgect of Report: M ROS}L Div: Sigs Traimng, Eqpt and Procedure, Meteor Signal
in Code. )

1. TDREAMBLE

(2)  SAGUATTI
PY is & 19 yr old ry employee (telegraphist) from BOLOGNA. Conscripted
into Republican Army. Of average intelligence and answered questions willingky.

Function: ex-WT operator: Reliebility: Fair

B LT operetor

L]

(b) MERLO B

PW 18 a 19 yr old ry employee (telogrephist) from mr PAVIA,
Conscripted into the Republican Army, Answered questions, but has little infm of
value.

Function: IT operator Reliabality: Failr

2, HISTORY AND MCVEMENTS

(&) SAGUATTI

1 Jun 4y Celled up to BOLOGNA Area HQ and sent to GERMANY to a Cemp
at HEUBERG where 4 Bn, 1 arty Regt, ITALTA Div was in tng,
10 Jul 44 ‘Transferred to 12 Tp, L4 MANTOVA Bn, 1 Arty Regt, M ROSA
Alpine Div at MUENSINGEN (WUERTTEMBERG). .
25 Jul 44 Arrived with unit at GENOA. Unit then meved at short
antervals to CHIAVARI, SAN COLOMBANO, and, on or about
15 Aug L4 Arrived with umit at GRAWEGLL:, nr CHIAVARI, where unit
" remained for over two months (parts of i1t moved to GENOA-
QUARTO in the meantime, and others tp MELE, nr VOLTRI, and
. came back later), )
L Nov 4 Arrived at the front in the region of CASTELNUOVO da
GALFAGNANO,
31 Dec 44 Captured nr MOLAZZANA,

2 Jun 44 Called up to TORTONA Arca HQ end sent from there to
HEUBERG Cemp,
~ Subsequent movements a® for SAGUATTI.

3. TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT .

. PW were not trained as wireless cperators (in GERMANY), as 1 Arty Rogt
of M ROSa Dav already had encugh operators by the time they Joined 1t (MERLO steted
that this wes because mumber's of recruits came from.ry offices an N ITALY and vere
acquainted with telegraphy, therefore wonted 1ittle tng). They were trained as LT
operators and maint men, After the Div arrived in TTALY, SAGUATTI was given tng on
"h" and "k" sets and teught to encipher and decipher messages (see pard 5 below),
Tng was usually oarried out by Italian officers and NCOs.

1, MANTOVA Bn was equipped with "k" WP sets, East troop had two sets,
one for the (P and onme for the GPO's Comd Post, However, WI ccmns were only used
when LT did not work, Field telephores were of the FF 33 type.
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4.  CALLSIGNS, FREQUENCIES AND CODENAMES (S.GUATTI)

Callsigns were made up of three symbols and issued wonthly to HQ Regt
by the Div Sigs Offr. Regt semt them down to Bn HQ for the whole month and the
NCOs i/c stns were given callsigns for a period of ten days, Frequencles were
allotted in the same way, Both callsigns and frequencies were supposed to change
deily at midnight. Often frequencies were changed without requiring sanction from
Div Sigs Uffr, because of poor reception.

PW stated that as far ans he knew callsigns and frequencies were allotted
to units 1n the Div after computation by Italian perscnnel (cf CSDIC(MAIN)/Y 19
App "y n pera B, )

. Teleph~ne codenames (according to both PW) were changed every twenty
days, As an example PW quoted codenames which were used on 30 Dec Lt (sub-tm:l.ts
having seme codeneme plus numbers),

: HQ 4 MANTGVA Bn :  FONTANL
OP 12 Tp, 4 MANTOVa Bn :- FONTANA 121
HQ 12 Tp, 4 M.NTOVA Bn :  FONTLNA 122 )

-PW told forward interrogators that WT (°) callsigns were usually made
up of three letters, but now states that both figures and letters were used, It is
believed that PW most probably referred to RT comns when quoting the following
example,ie., on 30 Dec 44 callsign of 12 Tp was TUR, letters being spelt with the aid
of nomes of Ttalian oities, viz TORINO, UDINE, ROMA,

5. CIFHER (SAGUATTI)

Cipher wased by 1 Arty Regt, down to troop level, was of the box-squore
type, PW was only slightly acquainted with 1t compared with Sources interrogated
previously. All he knew was the general principle on which it was worked and that
it wos issued to umts by the Cermans, some of the docs received by his Tp being

» printed partly in the Gorman langucge., Keys changed daaly.

6. , METEOR SIGN.LS IN COIE (BARBARMELDUNGEN) (SAGULTTT)

P
PW stated that at 12 Tp HQ there was a receiving set (German mads) used
for listening in to Meteor Signals (BARBARAMELDUNGEN). He could only speak of trans—
missisns. of such signals as at Sep 44 when he was doing WT work, .t that taime trans-
+ missions were supposed tc be made from a plecé in the vicinity of MILAN and they took
place d.nily et 1215, 1815 and 0315 hrs, When the umit moved into the line he heard
that these trensmissions (or crders for listeming in”?) were at two-hourly intervals,
but he could not say whether they took place on the hour, quarter pest the hour, eto,
For further details see App "A".

7. PERSON/LITIES

(a) Itelians in 1 Arty Regt M ROS4 Dav (end Dec L)

Lt-Col GROSSI cC
) Magor PACE J OC 4 MANTOVA Bn

Lieut LAGUBTEN. Crd Offr ("AIUTANTE MAGGIORE") in 4 Bn .
Lieut SaVINI At Bn

' Capt  SANZO B oc 10 Tp
Copt  SCARLATTA , oc 11 Tp
Capt VALPART 0C 12 Tp
Lieut MALVICINI . GPO 12 Tp

) 2/1t  SATBENE OP Offr 12 Tp

Sjt BONONI WT operater at HQ 4 Bn

- Cpl LORENZI n " non "
L/ Cpl CANONICA " " n on n
Pte CARLESCO n n n on "
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WT Operator at H) Lk Bn
\* Operator in 12 Tp
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Pte , PANATO
Cpl FEA

(o)

¢.S.D.I.C.
C.M.F.,
22 Jan 45,

Gen
Magor
Lreut
2/Lt
Laeut
2/Lt
2/t
/Lt

LIFI
TOMMLST
TURRINT
CaSuTI
DELL.BOR..

-

RUCK

BUCHNER or
BUCKNER

WENISCH

C.RLONI
MARC/RINO
ROCCARING
VALPARAISO
ZIRON
S4RTGRO

REITER
ROI.GNOLT

r —

WO (Maresciallo) G..TTI

WO (Mar.Cepo) PIEIR.NI

T.ieut

2/t

wLBER..
MASS..

WO (Mar,Margiore) PROFILI
o (Mer.Copo) RENDINT -

Capt
Liout
Lieut
2/1t
2/1%
2/Lt

GIGLIOTI
SERRA
COLOSTIMO
GRASSO
SPOTURNC

NAPOLITANO

I/c LT det in 12 Tp
In LT det in 12 Tp

German instructor in IT (FF33) at
HEUBER: Tng Comp (10 Jul l.|J+)

Instructor in use of Cipher, with
Liaison Unat to M ROS: Div (Bep bk

Germon 10 %2 12 Tp, 4 MANTOV.. Bn {Dec Lk)

-

£dd1tional Talian non-sies pers-nnel in M ROS: Div (Nov Lk)
(PW Sources in CSDIC(MAIN)/Y 19.)

GOC

GSO 2 (Cps). at Div HQ
Ldgt XXIIY Recce Bn
on staff of Recce Bn.
0OC 2 Sqn, Recce Bn
L8man Offr Recce Bn
0C 1 Sgn

oc 1 Tp

I/c Mule Tpt Column in 2 Sqn

Coumes from TUNIS

In 2 Sqn

0C 3 Sagn

0C Eng P1, 3 Sqn

In " " "

In 1 Alpini Regt

0C 1 Bn, 3 Recgt

0oCc HQ Coy, 1 Bn, 3 Regt

cc 5 (Hy) Coy, 1 Bn, 3 Regt
In " " " "
In " " " "

In ” r 1 n

+  A.G.B.

\ .
gAY Lo 1 H:.’ d
'I“‘(R.P.F. EDWARDS )

Lt-Ool.
Comét CSDIC, CMF.
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IETEOR SIGNALS IN CODE ﬁ@mmmmmn)
(ref pata 6 of att report)

Signals of meteor date were sent in two-figure code, According to PW wind
veloeity (from 1 tc 12), tarometric pressure and direction of wind were given,
Mossages began with a number of two dicits which gave the key to the,code, followed
by the date and the spotheight ("quota") of the place whore the meteor observations
had heen made, After that followed figure-bigrams., These were teken down on a
special form prcvided for the purpose and which was drawn up on the lines of sketch 1.
The figures (bigrams) in column 1 of sketch were printed on the form in that order,
Scurce did not know if they were meant to indicate time of flight, or height of
apex of trajeotory above line of sight. A1l he could say was that he was certain
colunn 1 looked as 1llustrated, and that, of the three figure-bigrams following the
group already printed on the, form, the last one indicated the velooity of the wind
(from 1 to 12)., Berometrid pressure was indicated by elther the first or second
figure-bigram (NOT counting that printed on the form), as was direction of wind,
The direction ofwind was indicated by means of Germa.n Faeld Compass (MARSCHKOMPASS-
Z.HLEN) tearangs (dnuble hundred mils), -

(NDTE:~ PW GEESE (o# CSDIC(M.IN)/Y 25) when asked tc supply the order in

which meteor data was given in signals stated that 1t was gaven in
the following order and contained these elementsg

L e

1) Velocity of wind gLU""l‘(H"SCI'I\v’]Jﬂ)IGKEIT)
2) Humldity of air (LUFTFEUCHTIGKEIT)
. 3) Decimal places of ballistic pressure (IEZIMALEN DES BALLISTISCHEN
(for calculating air density) LUFTGEWICHTES),
It is thousht that PW GEESE!'s infh is more relu.able )
Sketoh 1
‘ ’ T ]
i 10 53 25 4O . In this example 53, 25, 40 are
15 o o ie — - ) meteor.-data in code, \
- 20 e .o . ] In order to deccde a message a
25 . .o . monthly table was used which contain-
30 . .o ed over 100 key numbers - see sketoh
X B 1, (P7 stated he was sure key mumters
50 went beyond the 100 mark,to about 150)
60 The key number in messages zave the
70 starting place in the table for de-
80 ' coding, Thus if the example ebovewas
90 signalled in key No 35, the encoded

messnge was placed along the table
from key numbeérs 35 - 45 incl and
the @coding figure-bigrams were de-

% dupted from the ficure-bigrams in
the signal, Thus 53, 25, 40 (groups
signalled) less 49, 20, 30 (figure-
bigrams opposite key No 35) would

' : give clear O4, 05, 10, ~

-

Skotch 2 - Degoding Table

22

—

49 20 30 + + Addition qroups
(subtracted when
decoding) |, '

- me —— — -
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