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COMINT production affected by expanded use of VEF by
1

Continued expansion of the use of very high yfi'equency (VEF) and of near-
1

VEF (27-29 mes.) commnications by

COMINT production, with the intercept facilities mow aveilsble.”

|will “materially affect

The use of VHF by other than

first detected last April. Since that date, VEF commmicetions have been

observed in

EO 3.3(h)(2)
0 3.3(h)(2) PL 86-36/50 USC 3605
PL 86-36/50 USC 3605

Note: The comments on Viet Minhs

further developed inf _Jof 9 Merch (Ttem #5) under the

title New major cryptographic systems reflects increased security in

\which a.p;pea.red.fin the Dally Brief of 8 March were

Viet Minh communications.
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Viet Minh reportedly [U.S OFFICIALS ONLY ]

repor'bs thet codes now used by Vieb M:th

general staff headquarters and between d.iv:.s:.on headquarters are

E \ He stabes that the ha.ve been working on these cod.es for

the past two months without success a.nd a.re beg:mn:mg t0 believe 'bha'b they

may be unbreakable.

According to which in ‘the

past provided the basis of estimabtes On _[to the Viet

Minh, have substantially dried up over thepast four mon‘bhs. Their infor-

mation on this aid is now derived I

This :.nforma‘bion does not perm:lt

accurate estimates of monthly tonnsges or Justify""sta:bements indicating

substantial, incresases. R

E0.3.3(h)(2)
PL 86- 36/50 USC 3605

Comment: Analysis of Viet Minh radio comnnmica‘bions through 28 Peb-

ruary, the date of latest available :.nforma‘bion, provides no evid.ence of

g significant change in cryptographic proced.ures. In addition,

indicate

accurate and timely exploltation of messa.éee from Viet Minh headquarters
to the divisions and between the division’s fas iate as 19 February.

The resemblance between the cipher systems employed by Viet Minh

headquarters and the has been noted since 1951 but it

is t00 general to permlt definite conclusions The higher degree of se-
curity evidenced in some of the systems u;sed. bm enemy headgunarters since

1l December may be the result of increaseti e@erﬁ.ence.

The officia.ll indicate a steady increase

in| |’during the past two years. There
is no evidence to suggest that this trend has changed significantly.

W SR e 4 Fvowa “s»
—.Ddtlj —Bu.”l'h.v\
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(Farther to Dally Brief of 3 Februsry 105W)

These a,evelopments

are belisved to be a contimuation of the ma;}or changes in'broduced on these
nets on 14 December when reporting procedures and formats as well as call-

glgns and frequencies were altered. The over-all pat'bern of these changes

reflect4 progress :t.n commmica:bions security. They

will also restrict, 'bempora.rily a.t least » & valusble source of air

intelligence. EO 3.3(h)(2)
PL 86-36/50 USC 3605

French military effort in Indoching ceriiicized:;: -H=b+—CPHESEARS—ONEY—

The U.S. army abtbache in Saigon reports his opinion thab staff and
procedures at French headquarters are of the "1935-1939 vintage" and
that General Naverre's strabegy end tactics approximste those of his
defense-minded predecessor, General Salan. Moreover, the abtache is
convinced that Navarre has been directed by Paris to conduct a "minimam-
casualty holding action" with a view to eventusl negotiations. He cibes
as examples of this the French commender®s failure to neubralize the out
numbered. enemy in central Leos, his x;listake in permitting the Viet Minh
to tie up troops and supply facilities ab Dien Bien Phu, and the absence
of aggresslive French patrolling.

According to the attache, the consensus of U.S. military opinion
.:Ln Indochina is that the factors militating aga.:t.nstJFrench success are
the lack of support from Parls, insdequate training, and a defensive
psychology. He observes that "the addition of unlimited supplies of the
latest U.5. equipment will not correct these deficiencies.”

USARMA, Vietnam, 3 February 195k.
Comment: Over the past few weeks, the abbache haz been highly

critical of French military strategy in Indochina.

058 TalyBuef
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\'W'J.ll probebly resuvlt in the enforcement of security mea-~

sures recommended by intelligence headquarters at Hanol, according 'ho*"/
& report prepared by G-2, SKB, of
of 11 and 12 Janusry. Although there has been s genersl tighten;ﬁg of

securlity throughout thf\' these nessages f.‘ur-bher

recommend the restriction of documents snd information reflecting COMINT

U EO 3.3(h)(2)
PL 86-36/50 USC 3605

sources to high levels of 'bh4

N\ at Fau s¥4
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Ascom City* processing cexiter, spproximately five hours after leaving

the entrucl-:ing points/south of the demiliterdzed zone., They will arrive

ervices Commmication City, near Taejong
EO 3.3(h)(2)

PL 86-36/50 USC 360l5/'

\fAs s result, a tightening of Viet Minh commmicatlons security

was anticipated which might produce “extremely grave" repermxssiéms.

Comment: [U.S, OFFICIALS ONLY] A recent report from Indochina

steted that the

adagpted by Viet Minh unlis In north Viet Nam and central Laos =t the
end of November. [U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY]

The 183rd battalion was last reporbed to have been operating in
north Viet Nam In the ares south of Lso Kay.

NsSA Daily Bred
/9 Jdan. sy
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Comment: Responsible NSA officials do not as regard the

above reported flights as indicative of the tern of activity

/ This change occurred one month prior to the day;hjé"/of a

predicted probable change. The significance of this cha.nge is ‘that

Iand—rrrthus,m,increasVes”"/’i:he security

| 'E0 3.3(h)(2)

of this cipher system. PL 86-36/50 USC 3605

=) P
the possibility exists that they willl resume the ewesberdwy Fouv wapu Th

schedule as the change was sbtarted 31l January 1953. The period
of reduced readibility does, however, continue & trend which has

been apparent in the history: of the Gipher.

EO 3.3(h)(2)

NSA Form 781-C135

PL 86-36/50 USC 3605
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soldiers with connné.pdo training are scheduled to lawnch a serles of ralds,
to begin this weekenﬂ, agalnst Jorden frontler villages. The commandos
will be orgenized in '(:eams of & to 8, and will not carry any ldentifying

markings.

Both sources believél

on 21 December were the precursors to these raids.

.| 28 Dec 53

EO 3.3(h)(2)
PL 86-36/50 USC 3605
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EO 3.3(h)(2)
PL 86-36/50 USC 3605

A)ﬁﬁ Dﬂ:/ﬂ Br:.(;
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