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HEMORANDUN OF CONVMISATION ITH MAd. WALTER FUOTE AT THE STATE DEPARTHNT
Ob_«EDNESDAY, 30 UAY 1945

1. ur. Jalter Foote was the aperican Consul General at Batavia, Java,
from 1927 until the capture of Java by the Japanese in 1942, except for &
short tour of duty in Australia. 4t the present time he is attached to
the State Jepartment and is standing-by to return to Jave as diplosatic
representative of the United Gtates Govermment. Hr, Foote knew all the
NiI officials intimately and was taken into thelr confidence in all
official matters in their relations with Japan. kr. Foote may be reached
on Branch 420 at the State Departament, in care of Yias Jane wilson.

2. ¥r. Poote got his information about the #inds "Set-Up" message from
"Tony" lovink, Advisor to the Covernor General for Bast Akiatic Affairs.
dr. Lovink is now Netherlanis Ambassador at Chungking, being one of the
few high Dutch officials Lo escape from Java. Kr, lovink was head of the
NET Intellipence Service and was well informed as to Japanese plans and
intentions. As early as July, lYil, ¥r. lLovink informed the Governor
General that Japan was plamming the conquest of Hast Asia and the only
thing in doubt was Just when the Japanese would commence their advance,
¥r. Lovink said the Winds "Set-Up" wus the first tangible thing that he
had to show his Government to prove his predictions. As he expressed it,
"It was the first thing I could sink my teeth into." Lkir. Lovink kept
warning the KEI Covernment as to the Japaness plans and preparationa for
war, and was regarded as an alamist. Subsequent events proved him 100%
correct throughout.

3. &r. Lovink informed Mr. Foote of the Winds "Set-Up", and Mr. Foote
sent Batavia confidential message ¥220, dated 4 December 1941, addressed
to the State Department, after thinking the matter over for about two
hours. This message was largely at kr. Lovink's behest. Lieut. Colonel
Thorpe, USA, and 1Lieut. Commander Slawson, USNX, got their tramslations of
the tiinds "Jet-Up" directly from the MEI #ar Department st Bandoeng.

(l.t.. Comdr. Slawson was killed in action off the coast of Hew (uines.)
{Lt. Col. Thorpe is believed to be still alive.)

4. The utch listened for the winds "Hxecute" wessage but did not hear it.
Mr. Foote is positive that he would have been notified if any Winds
"Execute” had been heard in Java. The Dutch were convinced that Japan was
going to maxe war on them on December 6, 1941, when the big couvoy of 35
transports (¥r. Foote's recollection), guarded by about six cruisers and
several destroyers,was sighted heading straight for Kota Bharu (alaya).
The Dutch did not think that Japan was going to attack the United States
and Pesrl Harbor came as a complete surprise tc them.

5. Vice admirsal Helfrich, NEI Commander in Chief, ordered his subs to sea
on Decsmber 6, possibly earlier, and stationed them to defend the Nether-
lands East Indles. 3Submarines had orders nol Lo comzence hostilities
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without positive orders. .hen the news of the Jap attack on Pearl Harbor
reached Java, the Governor General lmmedistely broadcast the following
nessags Lo all Nil armed forces:

"« are now at war with Japan which has just
attacked Pearl harbor,®

or words Lo that effect. The [utch Havy cosmenced hostilitiee irmediately
after this broadcast but took no hostile action before. E‘;’i@ Admiral
lielfrich attended the Jan Francisco ionference in 1745 as one of the Dutch
delegates., The story that XSl Fleet put to ses on December 6, 1941, wiih
orders to sink anything flying the Japanese {lag sees to be a somewhat
garbled version of what actually happened.

6. The HEI Intelligence were very alert. They had all the leading
Japanese under constant survelllancs Lhroughout Hovember and December,
1941, and had most of them under arrest within fifteen rminutes of the tine
the news of the attack on Pearl bharbor was broadcast by the Governor
General. kr. Foote perscnally saw one whole block of Japauese run dowm
the strest in their underclothes in the custody of ¥MEI policezenm.

7. Ur. Foote lived next door to the Japsnese Consul General and saw hies
arrest a few mimutes after the previously-mentioned incildent. ir. Foote
saw the Japanese lConsul Gensral burn his codes and secret papers in his
back yard a day or so before Pearl Karbor. He could see servants bringing
papsrs frow the consulate and could see the smoke flame up each time a new
bateh was thrown on. (Mr. Foote was burning his own secrei papers at the
sase Lioe in his own bsck yard.)

8. dhen kr. Foote came to sashington about a year ago, prior to going to
duty at Curacaoc, Wiil, he looked up all his telegrams and reports on file
in the itate Department to refresh his wemory. Mr. Foote recalled the
4220 as socon as he saw it. He stated that there was no record in the
State Department of any further refersnce to the wWinds kessage or anything
in the nature of a war warning, and that he did not recall ever having
sent one. He 1s thoroughly convinced that the Dutch did not hear the
4inds "Execute" message but that they would have believed it if they had
heard it. kr. Poote was one of the very last white men to leave Java.
lie eacaped on a small stesmer from a small port down the coast with
nothing but the clothes on his back. lie received the waming to get out
from Captain J. ki, Creighton, L.o. Havy, who escaped through sose other
route, believsd by plans.

9. *Tony" Lovink was thorcughly convinced thut the iiinds "Exeoute* message
would contain the Japaness GCovernment's decision as to peace or war with
Russia, the United States, and England (including NEI}, respectively, and
impressed this fact on Mr. Foote.

1. The above memoranawe is prepared from notes made at the time and is a
reasonably accurate summary of Mr. Foote's statements.
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