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For ¥r. Dewey's eyes only, 27 September 1944.

"y dear Governor: Colonel Clarke, my messsnger to you of yesterdsy, Sep-
tember 26th, has reported the result of his delivery of my lietter dated September
25th. 4As I understand him you (a) were unwilling to commit yourself to any
agreement regarding 'not communicating its contents to any other person' in
view of the fact that you felt you already knew certain of the thinge probably
referred to in the letter, as suggested to you by seeing the word 'cryptograph,!
and (b) you could not feel that such s letter as this to s presidential ecandidate
could have been addressed to you by an officer in my position without the knowledge
of the rresident,

"as to (a) above I am quite willing to have you read what comes hereafter
with the understandin: that you are bound not to communicate to any other
person any portions on whleh you do not now have or later receive faclual
knovledge from some other source than myself. 4As to (b) above you have my
word that neither the Secretary of War nor the President has any intimation
whatsoever that such a letter has been addressed to you or that the preparaticn
or sending of such & communication was being considered, 1 asaure you that
the only persons who saw or know of the exlstence of either this letter or my
letter to you dated September 25th are Admiral King, seven key officers re-
sponsible for security of military ecommunications, and my seeretary who typed
thess letters. [ am trying my best to make plain to you that this letter is being
addressed to you solely on my initiative, ‘dmiral King having been consulted
only after the letter was drafted, and I am persisting in the matter because the
military hazards involved are go serious that I feel some action is necessary
to protect the interasts of our irmod forces.

"I should have much preferred to talk to you in person but I could not
devise a method that would not be subject to preas and radio reactlcns as to why
the Chief of staff of the Army would be seeking an interview with you at this parté

cular moment. Therefore I have turned to the method of this letter, with
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whieh Admiral King eoncurs, to be delivered by hand to you by Colonel Clarie,
who, incidentally, has charge of tie most secret documents of the Var and havy
Lepartrents,

"In brief, the military dilemma is this;

"The most vital evidence in the rearl Harbor matter consists of our
intercepts of the Japanese diplomatic communications. Over a period of years
our eryrtograph people analyzed the character of the machine the Japaness were
ueing for encoding their diplomatic messages. Based on this a corresponding
machine was built by ue which deciphers their meassagesa. Therefore, we possessed
a wealth of information regarding their moves in the raclfic, wihich in turned was
furnished the State Department--rather than as is popularly supposed, the Ctate
ZE9S7§7 Dapartrent ,roviding us with the inforaation--but which uafortu-
nately made no reference whatever to intentions toward Hawail until the last
messaze before Dacenber 7th, which did not reach our hands until the following
day, Lecenber 3th.

"Now the polnt to the present dilemma is thet we have gone ahead with this
husiness of deciphering their codes until we poasess other codes, Zerman as wall
as Japanese, bul our main basls of information regarding Hitler's intentions in
Furope is obtained from Daron Oshima‘'s messages from Berlin reporting his
interviews with !iitier and octher officiale to the Japanese Govesrnment. Thess
are still in the codes involved in the fearl Harbor events,

"To explain further the eritical nature of this set-up which would be wiped
out almost in an instant if the least suspicion were aroused regarding it, the
battle of the Coral Sea was based on deciphered messages anc therefore our few
ships were in tne right place at the right time. Further, we were able to con-
centrate our limited forces to mest thelr naval advance on iidway when other-
wise we almost esertainly would have been some 3,000 miles out of place. e
had full information of the strength of their forces in that advance andé also of
the smaller force directed aguinst the Aleutians which finally landed troops on
Attu and Kiska,

uGperetions in the Pacific are largely guided by the information we obtain of

Japaness deployments. We know their strength in various garrizons, the rations
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and other stores contimuing avaliabie to them, and what ie of vast importance

we oheck thelr fleet movements and Lhe movaments of their convoys. The heavy
losses reported from time to time which they sustain by rsason of our submarine
action, larjgely rcsuil from the fact that we know the salling dates anc routes of
their coanvoys and can notify our submarinee to lie in walt at the proper points,

"he current ralds by Adwiral -lalsey's carrier forces on Jajpunese shipplny
in sanile 38y anu elsevherp were largely based in timiny on the known movements
of Japanese coavuys, Lwo of =hich were caught, as anticlipated, in his destructive
attacka,

"You wii. understand from the foregoing the utterly tragic consecuences {f
the present politiocali debates regarding :earl “arbor cieclose to tha enemy,
Jerzan or Jap, any suspicion of the vital ssurces of information we possess,

"The ~obarts' raport on ; carli “arbor had Yo have wmithdrawn from it all
raferance tu this highly secret matter, thsrefore in portions it neceasarily
appoared incomplets. 7The sume reapon which dictated that course ie gven
sore laportant today because ocur gources have bheazn srestly siaberated.

“ZE?%?;? A8 anot:er exampie of the deliocucr of the situation, some of
vonovaa's people (the U33) without telliing us, instituted a secret szareh of the
Japanese szbassy offices in rortugul., ‘s a result the entire military attache
Japanede gode all over the world was chan-ed, an though thls neecurred over a
jear ayo, we have not yet bean sbie to break ihe new code and have thus lost
this invaluable source of information, particularly regzarding the Zuropean
situstion,

"y further most serious embarrasanent 1s the fact that the “ritiah government
is involved concerning its most secret sources of information, regzarding wmhich
only the Prime inister, the Chlefs of Staff and a very limited nusber of other
officisals have knowlsdge.

"4 recent speech in Conzress by “epresentative Harness would clearly suzgest
to the Japanese that we have been reacding their codes, though ¥r. Harness and
the Araricun public would rrobsbly not draw any such conclusion,

*The conduct of General iisenhower's campaisn and of all operations in the
incific are ciossly related in conception and timing to the information we

sscratly obtain through these intercepted codes. They cuntribute greatly to the
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vietory and tremendousiy to the saving in American lives, both in the conduct
of current operations and in looking towards the early teraination of the war,

R] am presenting this matter to you in the hope that you will see your way
clear to avoid the tragic results with which we are now threatened in the present
political «:a.la;n.igné.‘ié

“Plesase return this letter by bearer, 1 will hold it in my most secret file
subject to your reference should you so desire.

"Faithfully yours,
(5gd) @. C. MARSHALL,*
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the recent action of Cox“éress in requiring Ammy and Navy investigations for
action before certain dates has compelled me to bring back the corps commander,
General Gerow, whose troops are fighting at Trier, to testify here while the
Germans are counter-attacking his forces there. This, howevever, is a very minor

matter, compared to the loss of owr code information,"



