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March 21, 1922,

/Y)
My dear Major Churchill: /

with reference to your note; rece ived here the
13th instant, regarding the que;s"tion of a distinguished service

¢
medak for Colonel George Fabyaﬁ, 1 am unable to locate anything

from you.

‘The only information found in our files regarding
the matter»is that contained in the letter fram this office,
May 7, 1920, to Colonel Fabyan, copy enclosed.

Very truly yours,

George O. Squier,
Ma jor General,
1 Incil. Chief Signal Officer of the Army.

Major Marlborough Churchill,
Military Intelligence Division,
General Staff.

Epprovedior Release by NSA on 11-18-2014_pursuantto £ 013520
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IN REPLY OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER,

REF (2]
ER T WASHINGTON

it crch 14, 1Y33.

Subject: Distinguished Service L.ed: 1.

wmajor Joseph 0. ..uborgne, Hdars. 6th Corps .rex,
Chicago, Iliinois.

AN

1. The fiwing of .prii 7th, 1923, &s tne timo limit

_on the swarding of decorctions for service performed during
the recent war, nos brought to the @ ttention of the Chief
Signal Officer, the desirsbility of considering the (uestion
as to whether or not tnere 2re members of the Sicnzl Jorvs
who have not received <n cward of the uJistinguished fervice
led2l to which they ore justly entitled. He s tnerefore
directed me to recuest you to submit =s soon %s »ossible

the names with wny sttendont details vnich muy be nt your
disposal of zny Signzl Corps officers whom ;ou consider were
overlooked in the matter of decorations. It will be greatly
appreciated if you will consicer this n:.tter .t once :nd
forward to this OleCc wny views whicn you m.y huve in the
matter.

By order of the Chief ti:mtl Cfficer.

4
/. //%oé«ga,,

T JOM LW

qu 6th C-Ao, ().1.)119;0[)-, 18193 . PEI’Shin(" Rdc, "hiuftﬁ(), Illu, hﬁarch 2[{‘
1923, - To the C.3.0. of the Army, Washington, D.C.

1. I can submit no names of Signal Corps officers whom I
consider eligible for the Distinguished Service Medal. ,
/

2. In connecvtion with the award of the Distinguished ¢ e}v1ce
Medal, nowever, it is believed that action should be taxen r1thout delay
by the Chief Signal Officer in the case of Jolonel George FabyaJ of
Geneva, Illinois, whose patriotic expenditure of money and the time of

his establishment at Geneva, Illinois, during the war, in my estimstion,

\)\\\»ﬁ -
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merits the award of the Distingulshed Service lLiedal.

3, During my incumbency in the Office of the Chief Bignal
Officer, 1 at ozne time started a recommendation for securing the
Distinguished Service Medal for Colconel George Fabyan. The papers should
be somewhere in the files of the Engineering & Research Division, if not
in the main files., Wegvtiations for the recommendation had procseded to
the following point: Several letters were exchanged between myself, rep-
resenting tne Chief Signal Officer of the Army, and the then Chief of the
Military Intelligence Section of the (General Staff, Colonel Van Deman,
wio had been materially assisted by the wori of Jolonel Fabyan's cipher
bureau. The outcome was that the Chief of Lilitary Intelligence sald that
if the Chief Signal Officer of the Army would initiate the recommendation
to The Adjutant General, he would more than gladly indorse suCh recom-
mendation for the award of the Distinguished Service lledal to Colonel
Fabyan. The matter hung fire in the Office of the Chief Signal Officer
for some time, although General Scuier seemed to be satisfied to make
the recommendation. About that time, however, the time limit for filing
claims, then in operation, was closed, and the recommendation failed to
reach the General Btaff,

4, T understand that some time recently a search was made in
the Office of the Chief Siymal Officer for papers hearing on this subject,
bat that the search was unsuccessful. This I cannct understand, because
to the best of my knowledge and belief, all the napers in the Case were
in the office safe of the Chief of the Engineering % Research Division.
kven the form of citation had been worked up :nd was agreeaole to the
Chief of the 1filitary Intelligence.

5., There Is on file in the Office of the Chief Signal Officer
g letter of commendation written by General Squisr sometime in 1920 or
1321, wnich he personally gzave to Colonel Fabyan as a token of appreciation
of the Oftice of the Chiefl Jignal Officer for the services rendered to his
office during the war. The essence 9f this letter might be used in the
recommendation for tne Dlstingulshed Service Medal, if approved by the
Chief Signal Officer. Inasmuch as the services rendered by Colonel Fabyan's
cipher laboratories were rendered to more than one part of the Government,
namely, both the Sizmal Corps and the Military Intelligeuce of the WVar
Department, the Naval Communications Service of the Havy Department, and
to the Jtate Department, nas well as to the Depurtment of Justice, it is
felt that no mistake will be made in giving the recommendaztion the broadest
possible form, sO as to indicate the national character of the distinguished
services rendered by Colonel Fabyan.
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6, The facts on which the recommendation should be based are
as follows: Colomel Fabyan, at the outbreak of the war, had a cipher
laboratory established (which he rapidly expanded), and took over tor
the United States Government znd the various Departments just rmentioned,
the "breaking" of codes and ciphers concerned ndt only with the operation
of German spies in this country but also the lexican operations. His
Cipher Bureau "broke!" many messages of great importance to the various
Departments in Washington at a cost of absolutely zero to the Govermment,
the whole burden of the expense of mzintuining a cipher laboratory, the
pay of the employees, their housing, and all other expense being borne
by Colonel. Fabyaa. In addition, {olonel Fabyan proposed t0o the Wwar
Departicent, and had accepted by the Chief Signal Officer, the proposition
of sending to Genmeva, 11linois, t0 Colonel Fabyan's laboratory, a number
of selected Signal Corps officers and men for training in cipher work.
A very successful course was zZiven by Colonel Fabyan's operatives to the
selected Signal Corps personnel, at a considerable expense to Colonel
Fabyan. The volume of work done by his cipher laboratory was tremendous,
and his only recompense has been a letter of commendation from the
Chief Signal Officer of the Army.

7 I recommend that the recommendation for the Distinguished
Service Medal be put .in shape and be submitted without delay to Major
Ralph Van Deman, former Chief of the Military Intelligence, as well as
to the present Department of Military Intelligence, for indorsement ard
concurrence,

8e It may be arzued that Colonel Fabyan does not deserve this
medal on account of the fact that it was his employees who did the work,
but this view does not recognize the part played by Colonel Fabyan ir the
expenditure of money and time in the organization of his bureau, and in
a thousand other ways, which places the Credit for his success on his own
shoulders.

9. If any further data is reguired from me with retference to
this recomrendation, I shall be glad to forward it without delay.

X \}ﬁaﬁi¢,6ﬂ,l?u\1___
Jo« O. MAUBORGNE, ©.
_Signal Officer. 7.

——

’
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major Gemeral G. O. Yguier,
Chief Zignal Officer,
Washington, D, C.

My dear General Syuier:

I am under the impression that some time in 1919

or 1930 you had under
nosing Colonel George

consideration the question of pro-
Yabyan, of Riverbank, Geneva, Illinois,

for a D.2 ... and that I concurred in writing.

I can find no record of this correspondence in our

Do your files throw any light a,.om it, or do you
perscnally recollect anythin; about it?

Very sincerely yours,

r
N Z’Lwrz:z{,l/m_.__
ies Churchill,
Jajor, Gensrazl “taff,
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&01..Fabyan,..Geo. Co WAR DEPARTMENT.
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER,
WASHINGTON.

....... Engineermsivision
ing and Research

7 May, 1920
From: The Chief Signal Officer of the Army
\
To: Colonel George Fabyan, Riverbank Laboratéries,
Geneva, Illinocis
Subject: Work of Riverbank Laboratories for the Signal
Corps during the Vorld Var
1. Thée time has come when the Chief Sigmal Officer of the

Army feels that he should express to Colonel Fabyan and his personnel
at the Riverbank Laboratories, the profound admiration and thanks of
the Signal Corps for the distinguished services rendered to the
United States during the World War by Colonel Fabyan and his Cipher
Laboratorises, not only in commection with the work accomplished on the
cipher problems submitted to these Laboratories by the Signal Cops,
but also in connection with the training fac¢ilities and instruction in
code and cipher provided by Colonel Fabyan for Signal Corps officers
without expense to the Government.

2. The greatest achievements of the Riverbank Laboratories,
in the opinion of the Signal Corps were, first, the successful attack
on the printing telegraph cipher as st first employed by the Signal
Corps, &nd, second, the unassailable and highly scientific analysis and
praparation of a method demonstrating the possibility of successfully
attacking the seme cipher 1f the cipher indicators of the two key tapes
were encoded by & method prepared by the Military Intelligence Department
of the Army.

3. That all of this wark and work on numerous other pro-
blems which was of inestimable value to the Government of the United
States, was carried on at a great expense to Colonel Fabyan, end witnout
expense to the Unlted States, 18 a noteworthy fact which brings us to
‘the acknowledgment that not only has Colonel Fabyan proved to be a great
public benefactor, tut he has demonstrated again, that the civilian who
does not don the uniform in time of public peril may accomplish as
greet things for the benefit of the Governmené as many who fight

in the front line trenches ageinst the enemy.
O M&D

George p Squiar,
v jOl‘ Genal‘al Uo s'u na.
hief Signal Officer.




