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IN REPLY 
REFER TO •• -,.. 

WAR DEPARTM.ENT 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER 

WASHINGTON 

Sept. 29 1 1936. 

Memorandum For Mr. William F. Friedman and Mr. Frank B. Rowlett, 
w. P. and T. Division, 

Office of the Chief Signal Oftieer. 

SUbject: Improvemen~ in Cryptographs, 
Patent Applieation Ser. No, 70,412. 

1. This will report the first oftieial action from the Patent 
Office i:m. the matter of your. abow entitled application. Copy of the 
Exeminer's communication dated June 24, 1936, is transmitted herewith 
f'or your files together with printed copies of' the four united states 
patents cited as reterenees. 

2. Witk sp&oial reference to the retuirement tor division, it 
ia regarded as important, it possible, to maintain a generie clailli or 
cla1ms in thia ease to the and that by so tlCJing 19 •"Y also be able to 
retain speeitie .el.aims to three torma or motiricatioas of the inventio:m.. 
It :ls 8\lggestei ·that our eonsiderat14!H1 of this retuiremen.t be very care• 
tully made "1th a view to showi:Rg by pNper argument, it the eireunstanees 
will permi t 9 that at least oae broad claim ge:a~rie 11•·· all tornm may be 
patentably distinguished trom tae art cite4. Inciden~~ly, eonsiderati0a 
should be given to tbe question of whether or not the Examiner is right 
in his grouping of the specific claims as indicated under II and III, 
page 2 of the official letter. 

3. As to the grounds of rejection of the various claims by .. . 
the Examiner, it appears desirable that all of the criticisms and gretuade 
of rejection be diseussed·at a conference in advance ot the p:reparatio• 
of a formal response to the oftie ial aetion; whic:h will also afford an 
opportunity to go into all pba.ses of the ease at tJais stage. 

4, You are requested in d,ue eourse to sub.mi t a memorandum 
discussing the various reterenee patents· ani bri11ledi•g out the differene4(s 
and advantages in favor of the· present invention over the diselosures ot··. · 

·said :pateats• 
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5. A 'full response.to the official action must be on file in 

the Patent Office not later tban Decemb~,£~, 1935, and a conference 
may be arranged at your convenience and~a·COrii)>etent time to permit 
the preparation of our response in advance of the critical date. 

By order of the Chief Signal Officer. 

Charles A. Rowe. 
Encl. Patents Section, Signal Corps. 
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