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Usar Ir, hLvans:

Itemr Ho. 15} in the Fabyan Collection, now in the Pare Book
Xoom of the uibrary of Congress is Cave Beck's The Unjversel
Chagacter, etc., printed in London in 1657,

As you perhaps know, & few of my associates and I have been
interested, for a nunber of years and as s purely lsisure-time
home project, in trylng to zake some sense of the mo-called
Voynich ¥anusoript, which containe cipher writings. allegedly
attributed to Roger 3Bacon, :aving reachied scae tentative conclu-
sions with respect to the Saslic nature of *he eryptographlic system
underlying the writing in the Voynich X33, 1 have been mearching
through the literuturs for certain types of systems suggcested in
the i6th and 17th Centuries as "universal languages,” The Cave
Beck bock recently cave to my ettention and I would llke very much
to hlave & copy of it {or cdetalled and osreful study of itz ooun-
tents, It seems diffleult wnd expenzive to obtein the book, and
in lieu of the book itself, a photostatic copy would do., OSut the
peraonal expense of photostuting it at the Library mukes zme
hesitets. n the other hani, I could probably have the work
done with our own facilities, if the book could ba made svailebie
oy just one day, and couid make more than cne copy for the use
of my asscclates in the project, :

In view of the fact that it wap through my intersassion that
the Library acquired the Fabyan Collection, could you possidly
make an excepticn to the .idbrary's ruias and let me borrow thc
book for the time and purpose 1nuicutwd?

Assuring you of my apprecietion of your kine considcration of
- my requeat and with cordial greetinzs, 1 am

Sincerely yours,

¥1LLIAK F, FRIELMAL
. : Chief, Technical Jivision
ur. lather H, Evans
Librarian of Coniress
agshington, D, C.
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