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Mr. Waisg, from the Committee on Naval Affawrs, submitted the
following

REPORT

[To accompany 8. 1453)

The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the bill

(S 1453) for the relief of Maude P Gresham, having considered the
~ same, report favorably thoreon, with amendment, and, as amended,

recommend that the bill do pass

Amend the bill as follows

Page 1, lines 6 to 8 mnclusive, strike out the following
Navy, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise a rﬂn the sum of
815‘:&0 h:lsl. full -o{ﬂemon{ for the late Oor:{mm:dor Wﬂuamplgm ruhﬁ'- invention

- And 1nsert in hieu thereof the following-

Navy, the sum of $8,750 and to Agnes M Driscoll the sum of $6,250, out of any
money in the Troas not othorwiso appropriated, said sums to bo in full and
complete setticimnent of all claims by said partics against the United Statos arial
{rom tm Il::cntlon of the late Commandor William F Gresham which sal
nven

Amend the title of the bill so as to read
A bill for the relief of Maude P Gresham, and for other purposes.

Thepurpoeeofthobﬂlmto%aytot.lmmdowoftholatoCommander
Willlam F Gresham, United States Navy, the sum of $8,750 and to
M Dnscoll the sum of $8,250 1n ull and complete settlement
of all claxms by said parties against the United States from the
mvention of the lnte Commander Wilham F Gresham which has been
acceptod by the Navy Department for use mn connection with naval
communication facilities

The bill was mtroduced at the request of the Navy Department
The Department states that the bill is 1n accord with the program of
the President and mnvolves an additional cost to the Government of
$15,000

Commander Gresham mvented a device that gréatly mncreased the
efficiency of an umportant part of the nuval communication service
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This device was of such o secret and confidentml nature, and of such
importance to the National defense, that the Navy Department con-
fiscated 1t for the exclusive use of the Navy and prevented Com-
mander Gresham from obtuiming a patent thercon  If this invention
had been patented 1ts usefulness would have been destroyed, as 1t
would then have been open to public mspoction

Prior to hia death, Commander Gresham requested that he be com-
pensated for his invention m the amount of $30,000 Upon receipt
of his request the Secretary of the Navy conivened a board of three
officers to recommend the amount of compensation to be puid to
Commander Greshain The board found, after careful comparson
of Commander Gresham’s invention with earlier and sunilar devices,
that 1t greatly increused the efficiency of an important component
part of the naval communication service and that $15,000 vould be
a fair compensation therefor

The Navy Department has recently conducted a further investiga-
tion 1nto the matter and 1s of the opimon that Commander Gresham
was the sole inyentor of the device, but that the fundamental criypto-
graphic prmclrlos which the machine w as designed to employ probably
was concened by Mrs Drnscoll and disclosed by her to Commander
Gresham The committec 18 therefore of the opmmion that Mrs
Dniscoll’s nghts and interests 1n the inyvention are substantially equal
to those of Commander Gresham and that she 18 entitled to a faur
percentage of any compensation which may be granted to Mrs
Gresham The commttee, thercfore, recommends an amendment
g!f'antmg Mrs Gresham the sum of $8,750 and Mrs Driscoll the sum
of $6,250

Payment 'of compensation 1in like amount to Capt Russell Wilson,
Umted States Navy, for an mvention which during the World War
was the basis of the Navy’s systemn of secret communications, was
authorized and directed by the act of June 13, 1935

The committec has inspected this invention and helieves that 1t 18 of
great value to the Goyernment in connection with the secret communi-
cation [ucihities of the Navy and 18 of the opinion that, although the
value of this mnvention to the Government cannot he measured n
dollars and cents, $15,000 1s a fair compensation therefor.
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