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Headquarters Counter Intellizence Corps Regio
9TO0th Counter Intellizence Corps Detachment APO 225 13 May 1948 B
Fille D-219001 V 1150
‘Summsry Report of Investigation:
Subject ROTE KAPELLE (Red Orchestrs) :Cross ref: ROEDER,Manfred Dr J(QTHELDU)
1 Reason for investigation: ™S e~
a. The designation ROTE KAP%LLE (Red ORchestra) was the cBe . - .—-
name for & Top Secret operestion which the Abwehr inititated in August 19041
after finding ¥he first evidence thet Russia was recelv intelligence .
F#Pf information from certain espionege elements _in Weifs Furope ands_
Centrffl Europe. The Gestepo whn took the R/K casw over from the Abwehr
in July 1942,succeded in vmcovering and largely destroylng & wide and
well organized espionage net which was in the service of soviet pussia.
H,ghly pleced Nazl officials considered the R/K case as The most importail
Gérmen counter espionage ###¢ operation of the entire war.Howver,the R/K
operation also proved its value from a positive intelligence point of
view,since a consldereble number of trensmitters were kept operating
wlth the ald of captured and 'turned' wireless operators,therety enesbling
the stepo to feed false or inaccurate information to the Russian General
Staff/The GEstapo was convinced that the Soviet intelligence did not
know of the "true fate of thelr Western and Central European esplonage
net until AUgust 1944 when the last communication line to Moscow was
cut.
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b. A record check let this hq arrive at the conclvgion ,in late
1947,that the material so far gathered on the R/K case had been negligible
and thet a thorough study of the closed case might prove to be prcfitable
inasmuch &8s a number of personalities fgrmcrly connected with the R/K made
thelr appearance in public, supporting S viet views and policles.

c. Synce mest survivors of, the R/K purge lived in the Berlin (N53/
Z75) area,direct contact was estrblished,after obtaining the approval of
Higher Head@Wrters,with Mr WALLACH of Region VIII¥The contention of
OTHELLO (OTHELLO is the code name of Dr Manfred ROEDER) thst the R/K
was not 'dead! was further substantisted during a ccnfgrence on 26 and 27
January 31948 in FRANKFURT (L51 M 67) between Mr Kelly,Hqs 970th CIC Detach-
ment ,FUCOM,Mr Wallach of ﬁs& on VIII and Mr Gérby and the undersigned
agent of this dffice during®4§t came to light that former R/K members had
been under invegstigstion by _Reglon VIII since the middle of 1947.1t was
thercfore decied to exploil OTHELLO's knowlegge of the R/K case and
to place special emphasis on those personalities who after due consider-
ation of their background and paest activitles,could be used as & mesns
of penetratingt former R/K personnel.((page 25)

d. Arrangements were mede to hsve Qthello transferred to this
area under this hq's Jjurisdiction,as reported by this office on 31 Dec 19%7
SRI Subject Walter HUPPENKOTHEN (EIDELIO),Manfeed ROEDER (OTHELLO) fille
V-1150 to Hqs 970th CIC. Det FUCOI A®0 757 US _Army. OTHELLO arrived at
thTs HQ on 23 Daecernitcr 1947 and preperations for a thorough prolonged int-
errogation had been completed by 18 Jan 48.

2. Synopsis of previous investigations:

ad to seversl R/K
Hctivities.A series of

discreet investigations & 'nd d i Tmportant former
R/K member resulted in the & le (personal date on
i R/K survivors. This material WnE Al b £0 Bhis officef end
Fproved of considerable value during the course of the investigation
Fof OTHELLO. Furthermoee,it became evident to CIC Berlin that survivors of
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