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Message #1 From: Saigon To: Pa! i:s 20 November 197 2 

Initial interview by South Vietnamese negotiator, Pham 
Dang Lam, with Henry Kissinger. Kissinger reported that he 
will raise all of the South Vietnamese objections to the draft 
treaty, but cautions South Vietnam that he holds little hope 
of obtaining all that South Vietnam asks on two key points: 
1) the withdrawal of North Vietnamese troops, and 2) the 
changing of the composition of the National Council for Concord 
and Reconciliation. 

Message #2 From: Saigon To: Paris 20 November 1972 

Saigon reiterates conditions it will insist on: 

1. North Vietnamese Troop Withdrawal 
2. Makeup of National Committee on Reconciliation 

and Concord 
3. Makeup of International Conference 
4. Respect for DMZ 

Saigon also thought "the false air of optimism the U.S. 
Government is building up" should be dissipated. 

Message #3 From: Paris To: Saigon 20 November 1972 

Kissinger informs the South Vietnamese that he had given 
Le Due Tho the list of 69 modifications to the draft treaty. 
Le Due Tho will respond to modifications at next meeting, but 
Kissinger cautions South Vietnamese to begin to plan for compromise. 
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Message #4 From: Saigon To: Paris 21 November 1972 

Saigon instructs representatives in Paris to "squeeze the 
most news out of Kissinger", to intensify deep backgrounders to 
press and friendly circles stressing Nixon Doctrine, and POWs 
exchange as bargaining issue. 

Message #5 From: Paris To: Saigon 22 November 1972 

General Haig briefed South Vietnamese that the North 
Vietnamese had rejected practically all of the requests for 
modification. General points demanded by the North Vietnamese: 

1. Withdrawal of the U.S. and allied troops in addition 
to foreign civilians under contract to companies working under 
auspices of armed forces. 

2. Establishment of the National council within 15 days 
after signing, elections within 5 months, and the resignation 
of President Thieu two months before election. 

Haig stated that Washington had report SVN "stalling 
for time" and warned against disasterous consequences if 
negotiations break down because of SVN actions. 

Message #6 From: Paris To: Saigon 22 November 1972 

Forwarding of texts of new articles proposed by North 
Vietnam. No comments on South Vietnamese reactions . 

.!.i '~·11 ~· L___:_J (-:::_.:-~'. .... ..!. --• .:..J_~--:.J .:.__. ----·-·· _ _, () 
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Message #7 From: To: Paris 22 November 1972 

Message contained instructions to Paris Delegation calling 
.for condemnation of North Viet Nam's position and intransigeance. 
Message also indicates that SVN cannot consider other points 
of contention (DMZ, used up war material, etc.) until their 
two basic prinicples, "namely the North Vietnam troops and 
the National Council of Council and Concord" are being resolved. 

Message #8 From: Saigon To: Paris 22 November 1972 

Responding to the North Vietnam proposals for change 
in Articles, Saigon states that South Vietnam cannot consider 
these points until the two basic problems are solved: 1) the 
withdrawal of North Vietnamese troops and, 2) a change in the 
composition and function of the National Council. 

Message #9 From: Saigon To: Paris 20 November 1972 

Message contains SVN assessment of proposed NVN changes. 
SVN remains firm on NVN troop withdrawal, and National Council 
of Reconciliation & Concord. SVN also considers the linking 
of the release of POWs to the release of political prisoners an 
internal affair to be solved by the two SVN parties. Additional 
subjects covered in the message concern the DMZ, a reference to 
three Indochinese states, the wording of the preamble, insistence 
that the U.S. - GVN relationship be a separate agreement, the SVN 
version of the ICCS & protocol commissions. 
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Message #10 From: Paris To: Saigon 18 November 1972 

Paris requests essential points contained in President 
Nixon's letter to President Thieu. 

Mess?lge #11 From: Saigon To: Paris 19 November 1972 

Paris informed that the letter from President Nixon to 
President Thieu did not contain anything new concerning the 
U.S. position. 

Message #12 From: Paris To: Saigon 22 November 

Kissinger informs South Vietnamese that at the session for 
22 November he plans to return to the question of North Vietnamese 
troop withdrawals. Acknowledging South Vietnamese reservations 
about a new U.S. proposal on the DMZ, Kissinger agreed to with­
hold presenting it until a formulation is forwarded from Saigon. 

Message #13 From Saigon To: Paris 23 November 1972 

Reports that Professor Nguyen Tien Nhung arrived in Paris 
to confer with Ambassador Pham Dang Lam and General Tran Van Don. 

Message #14 From: Paris To: Saigon 23 November 1972 

SVN negotiator reports on 22 November session with Mr. Kissinger. 
Mr. Kissinger asked SVN negotiator if instructions had been received/ -
from SAigon to which the SVN negotiator gave the tenor of their 
earlier position. Mr. Kissinger, according to the SVN pegotiator 
launched an attack against an organized press and radio campaign 
presently being carried on in Saigon aimed at the U.S. Government 
and him (Mr. Kissinger) personally. Mr. Kissinger, according to 
the message, went on to take issue with SVN "Maneuver t() gain time" 
SVN foot dragging, lack in ;I?aris of SVN individual with "power to 
make quick decisions on the spot," and his obligation"to negotiate 
according to my (Mr. Kissinger) best judgment." Mr. Kissinger 
indicated that NVN was already reviewing the Draft Protocol and 
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that Le Due Tho could refuse to modify the draft in which 
case SVN will have impeded the signing of an agreement thereby 
having a disasterous effect when U.S. Congress reconvenes in 
January. The other option open to Le Due Tho is to make 
modifications in which case the U.S. will have no choice but 
to accept the compromise solution. 

The SVN negotiator reported his impression that the U.S. 
and NVN will reach an agreement which will be a little better 
than the present draft but which would not correspond to SVN 
desires. 

Message #15 From: Saigon To: Paris 23 November 1972 

Saigon asks that Kissinger be informed that as long as 
the two main problems are not solved--North Vietnamese with­
drawal and the formation of the National Council--it is not 
useful to enter into the details of the other points. Saigon 
also requests that Kissinger be queried as to whether the North 
Veitnamese have rejected the South Vietnamese proposal for a 
"two phased" withdrawal of all foreign troops and a demobilization 
of the ARVN and NLF forces. 

Message #16 From: Saigon To: Washington 24 November 1972 
and Paris 

Denies reports that Radio Saigon has launched a personal 
attack on Kissinger. Radio Saigon was only reviewing the press 
reports of the negotiations. 

Message #17 From: Paris To: Saigon 23 November 1972 

Paris forwards a recapitulation of the four Kissinger--
Le Due Tho meetings, listing proposed changes to the draft accords. 

Message #18 From: Paris To: Saigon 23 November 1972 

Paris advises Saigon that Le Due Tho through Kissinger had 
responded negatively to two points, one of which concerned "on 
the basis of one-for-one and return to their native places." 

'f©IP ~k~~c-[ 0~\~~~A 
ITEM 
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Message #19 
\~...... b~ :./ "' ..; ...i: ... .... ,-:... .. ... : ~· '- "' . 

To: Saigon 24 November 1972 

Kissinger inform/s South Vietnam that, contrary to his 
expectations, North Vietnam made no important concessions at 
the 23 November meeting and throughout all four meetings he has 
been able to obtain only a few modifications. 

Because Le Due Tho implied North Vietnam would make no 
further concessions, Kissinger stated that there are three 
options open to South Vietnam: 

1. We maintain our position in full, thus risking a 
breakdown in negotiations. 

2. Be content with what has been obtained thus far on 
the condition that North Vietnam concedes on a few additional 
points, namely, demobilization on a one-for-one basis, and a 
change in the wording for the establishment of the National 
Council. 

3. Accept the agreement in its present form with the 
condition that South Vietnam will free political prisoners 
in exchange for a de facto withdrawal of North Vietnamese 
units in Military Region 1. 

Kissinger expressed his preference for the second option 
and that continued support for SVN by the U.S. Government, 
Congress and public is more important to South Vietnam than 
satisfaction concerning clauses in the agreement. 

Message #20 From: Paris To: Saigon 24 November 1972 

The Paris Delegation advised Saigon that they were 
continuing to refuse the communist demand for release of 
political detainees at the same time as the release of POWs. 

Message #21 From: Saigon To: Paris 24 November 1972 

Saigon asked Paris to immediately respond to an earlier 
Saigon message. 

--- -- - ·-- --------
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. a WHITE HOUSE ONLY TRANSMITTED HEREWITH •s A DELTA coNTRO.LL.ED . . '. , 
w MESSAGE. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY-~IMITAT~ONS ON DJSTRJBUTION ARE 
- RE~UIRED. THIS ~ MESSAG~ WAS t~ANSMITJ€o To THE W~l!E HOUSE ONLY. 
~FOR SERIES CHECK - .. • -
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<( AVS, ~us. AV.J.14, AC!fn;CA. CJ A.BI NI~ ORP~ y. M 1 LG-HIB. o. o. 
~SOUTH VIETNA~~SE PEACE NEGOTIATOR REPORTS KISSING~R INTERVIEW 

xx cc 
FR PARIS: SOUTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATION: . 20 NOV 72 oJooz 

. PHAM DANG LAM 
o To SAIGON: PRESIDENT•S OFFICE: FLASH 251PDVN1TM 
w ((PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT>) 
~ HOANG OUC NHA; C<AND>> FOREIGN MINISTRY 
- NGUYEN XUAN PHONG C<1>> AND J HAD A pqfLIMINARY INTERVIEW WITH 
en ((DR, HENRY A;>> KISSINGER IMMEDIATELY cc VAL FOLLOWING) HIS 
en ARRIVAL THIS EVENING AT 2300 HOURS. THE INTERVIEW TOOK PLACE 
<(Al THE RESIDENCE OF THE u.s. AMBASSADOR. WHERE KISSINGER AND ..J - . -
uHIS PARTy ARE BEING HOUSED• KISSINGER TOLD ME THAT HE HAS RECEIVED 

THE RECENT DOCUMENTS GlvEN To AMBASSADOR (cELLSWORTH)) BUNKER By 
OUR GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING THE DRAFT AGREEMENT ALTERED BY US. I ASKED 
HIM WHETHER, DURING THE coURSE OF CONVERSATIONS WITH LE ouc THO, 

c HE WILL PRESE~T AL~ THE POINTS RAISED BY US. KISSINGER REPLIED 
w THAT Hf WILL USE ALL OF OUR ARGUMENTS, He-HAS LITTLE HOPe OF-
- oBTAINING ALL . THAT WE ASK cB VAL ON TYE> TWO KEY POINTS: NAMELY, 
~THE WITHDRAWAL oF NoRTH VIETNAMESE T~ooPS AND THE ' CNCR ((NATIONAL 
~COUNCIL FOR CONCoRD ANO RECONCILIATlo~>>. BUT HE BELIEVES THAT 
~HE CAN EXTRACT CB VAL FROM THE NORTH> VIETNAMESE SOMETHING MUCH 
<(SETTER THAN THE PRESENT DRAFT" AGREEMt~T. ON THE OUESTloN oF ..J . . . . .. - ' 
u NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS, IN THE EVENl OF (B VAL UNSATISFACTORY) 

RESULTS, THEO.•. WILL MAKE A.STATEMENT REAFFIRMING THAT NORTH 
VIETNAM HAS NO RIGHT TO SEND ITS TROOPS TO SOUTH VIETNAM, 
KISSINGER RECOGNIZES THAT ~E WILL HAVE To FIGHT To CHASE OUT THE 

o NORTH VIETNAMESE BUT THAT IN THIS WAY THE AGREEMENT COULD NOT 
w BE INTERPRETED AS RECOGNIZING-THE RIG~T OF NORTH - VIETNAM TO 
- INTERVENE IN THE SOUTH. ON THE SUBJECT OF - THE CNCR, KISSINGER 
~WILL ASK FOR A Fo~MULA REPLACING THE THREE EQUAL COMPONENTS BY 

- w REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VARIOUS ~OLITltAL TRENDS I~ SOUTH VIETNAM. 
Cl) HE WILL BE DE~INITE (CON THE POINT)) THAT.THE CNCR WILL HAVE AS 
<(ITS PRINCIPAL-RESPONSIBILITi THE ORGA~IZING OF ELECT10NS •• - AS 
_J WELL AS ON A Few LOOSE ENDS: NAMELY. (C VAL PROVIOING FOR) THE 
u APPLICATION oF THE AGREEMENT FOR NATIONAL RECONCICIATION AND 

CONCORD AND OEMOCRATtC LtBERTfEs. KISSINGER WILL TRY To 
SUPPRESS THE ~HRASE CONCERNING . THE POSITIONING OF-COMMITTEES AT 

o ALL LEVELS, ANO IN CASE OF ~AILURE, To SUBSflTU!E FOR THE FORMER 
w FORMULA A MORE VAGUE ONE; FOR EXAMPLE, AFTER THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
- THE CNCR, THE-Two · souTH V1ETNAMESE <B VAL -PA~trEs5 WILL DISCUSS 
~THE CONDITIONS.OF ORGANIZATION AND FU~CTION. ON THE QUESTION OF 
~DETAILS, HE AGREED TO TURN CHAPTER I~ ART IDLE I T6 CHAPTER IV 
en AS WE PRQPOSEO, SHOULD THE NORTH VIET~AMESE REFUSE, "ARTICLE I 
<C WILL BE MODIFIED iN THE SENSE THAT IT WILL ENUNCIATE THE PRINCIPLE 
~ oF ReSPEcT FoR lNDEPENDENcE. YNITY AND SoVERElGNTY BY EVERYONE . 

AND NOT ONLY BY THE U.S. ARTICLE IX 0 WILL _LIKEWISE BE MODIFIED 
IN THE SAME MANNE~. WITH RE~A~D· TO T~~ ~c~s;' KlSSlN~ER FEELS THAT 
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LVED ((IN-VIEW OF THEIR))-ALREADY HAVING BEEN CONTACTED. ON 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, ACCORDING TO KISSINGER• LON NOL 
RTEDLY DOES NOT INTEND TO PARTICIPATE SO AS NOT TO BRING UP 

tH CASE OF ctEXILiD P~INCE ~OROOQM)) SIHA~OUK. AS Fo~ SoUVANNA 
PHO ~A. HE REPORTEDLY DOES NoT LIKE To ((1 WO G))-HlS PRESENT 
SITUATION THAT IT SOUNDS AS THOUGH THE 1962 GENEVA ACCORDS IS TO 
BE BROUGHT AGAIN BEFORE ANOTHER CONFEqENCE. CONCERNING THE 
PARTICIPATION OF JAPAN, KISSINGER REVEALED THAT HANOI DEMANDS THE 
PRESENCE oF INDIA CC VAL WITH> THE CA~DIDACY OF JAPAN. IF WE WANT 
JAPAN To PARTICIPATE IN THE-CoNFERENCEt WE MUST ALSO ADMIT INDIA. 

0 KISSJNGER WISHES TO KNOW IMMEDIATELY THE OPINION dF OUR GOVERNMENT. 
w ON T~E DIFFERENCES BET~EEN THE DRAFT AGREEMENT GIVEN <<US)) BY 
- KISSINGER ON i9 oCToaER AND THE TEXT BROUGHT BY CCTHE u.s. DEPUTY 
~NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR, GENERAL ALEXANDER Me)) .HAIG, KISSINGER 
~POINTED oUT THAT THE LATTER 15 UP To DATE~ THE KISSINGER DRAFT WAS 
~MOD IF JED ON CERTAl'4 POINTS AFTER AN E><CHANGE OF -VIEWS WITH NORTH 
<VIETNAM. KISS)NGER PROMISED TO RESTO~E THE FORMER ·woROING CONCERN­
~ JNG THE REP~ACMENT OF ~AR MATERIAL D~STROYEO, DAMAGED, WORN OUT, 

AND USED UP, lT WAS A~SO AGREED THAT IMMEDIATELY AFTER EACH 
SESSION KISSINGER OR A MEMBER.OF HIS DELEGATION ~ILL GIVE US AN 
ACCOUNT ((OF "HAT TRANSPIRED>>, AMBASSADO~ VUONG VA~ BAC HAS 

o ALREADY ARRIVED, TQAN KIM P~UONG IS E><PECTEO MONO~y. 
w ((l)) DEPUTY SoUTH VIETNAMESE NEGotlAToR Al THE PARIS PEACE TALKS, 
-ACCORDING TO PRESS OF 6 SEP 72, u. -- XXHH 
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WsAIGON REITERATES POINTS OF CONTENTION IN PEACE PLAN TO PEACE TALKS 
!::DELEGATION 
(ff) 

mxxcc 
~F'R SAIGON: HOANG DUC NHA d CCSPECIAL ASSISTANT TO 

THE PRESIDENT>> 2~ NOV 72 
TO PARIS: DELEGATION -- 2711/PTT/BT/TM 

TOP SECRET. 
Q IN VIEW OF YOUR DISCUSSIONS WITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, I 
wWOULD LIKE TO DRAW YOUR ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING POINTS WHICH 
~WE ARE GO! NG TO HOLD ON TO. 
- 1. ON NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOP WITHDRAWAL. WE TAKE CARE OF 
mIT BY FIRST ASKING FOR WITHDRAWAL OF ALL U.S. FORCES AS WELL AS 
~ALL OTHER NON-SOUTH VIETNAMESE F'ORCES AND SECOND BY THE DEMOBILIZA­
~TION AND SENDING BACK THEIR NATIVE PLACESCSIC>. THIS SECOND 
UAPPROACH WOULD TAKE CARE OF NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY ELEMENTS 

INCORPORATED IN VIET CONG UNITS. 
2. THE DMZ AS STIPULATED IN ARTICLE 24 OF THE GENEVA 

AGREEMENT SHOULD BE RESPECTED BY ALL PARTIES. 
3. ON THE CNRC (CNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR RECONCILIATION AND 

OW CONCORD>) WE FIRMLY OBJECT TO THE THREE EQUAL COMPONENTS AND MAKE 
-SURE THAT IT HAS NO GOVERNMENTAL FUNCTIONS. WE MAY AGREE TO A 
lL!l.. FIFTY-FIFTY COMPOSITIOM. 
00 4. ON THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE WE HAVE DROPPED JAPAN 
~BUT INSISTED ON KEEPING CAMBODIA AND LAOS. ALSO WE WANT THE 
'""'11,CONF'ERENCE TO BE CONVENED ONLY AFTER CEASE-FIRE AND TROOP 
dwITHDRAWAL IN LAOS AND CAMBODIA ALSO. OTHERWISE IT WOULD BE 

THE OFFICIALIZATION OF THE PRG CCPROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY 

5. I THINK KISSINGER IS TRYING TO COAX THE GVN CCGOVERNMENT 
0 IETNAM>> INTO ACCEPTING NORTH VIETNAMESE DEMANDS. I THINK 
Y U SHOULD DISSIPATE THE FALSE AIR OF OPTIMISM THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
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...J WITH AMBASSADOR PHUONG BAC AND NGUYEN· XUAN PHONG, WE MET T.ODA·Y···· ·---·-- :l\~-~-: , .. 
. UWITH CDR. HENRY A.)) KISSINGER .AT 1830 HOURS. KISSINGER INFORMED l~ _5:; 

US THAT HIS MEETING WITH LEDUC THO LASTED FROM 1030 HOURS TO 161Zl0 ;;;~ .· ~-
HOURS. LE DUC THO OPENED THI<.: SESSION \HTH A LONG STATEMENT IN .g; 5: 
1.mICH HE ACCUSED THE UNITED STATES OF' HAVING BHOJ<EN ITS PROMISE TO £1-E U) 

w 0 · I 

0 sIGN THE AGREEMENT ON 31 OCTOBER. IOSSINGER RESPONDED BY RECALLING ;§ . 1-· 

w THAT IT HAD BEEN CLEARLY SPECIFIED THAT EVEHYTHHJG WHICH WAS AGREED s::: 
-TO BETWEEN HIM AND LEDUC THO HAS TO BE REFERRED TO SAIGON. ~~ 
LJ...AT THE RESUMPTION OF THE SESSION CCIN THE )) AFTERNOON, LEDUC THO ~~ 
~ ASJ<ED KISSINGER WHAT CHANGES OUR SIDE DESIRED TO MAJ<E TO THE TEXT -~_f 

OF' THE DRAFT AGREEMENT. l<ISSINGER THEN GAVE A LISTING OF THE §ai 

~SIXTY - NINE MODIFICATIONS WHICH WE HAVE REQUESTED, THE LIST WHICH ~~ 
UWAS GIVEN CCTO GENERAL HAIG)) RY CCU.S. AMBASSADOH ELLSWORTH)) l: ~ 

BUNKER AT SAIGON. LE DUC·THO TOOi< NOTE CCOF OUR LIST)) WITH g~ ~ 
SARCASTIC COMMENT ON THE SO-CALLED TECHNICAL NATURE OF' THESE ~:;i·. ~ 
MODIFICATIONS. IN HIS TURN LEDUC THO ASKED KISSINGER HOW THE -~~ ~ 
CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES IN LAOS AND CAMBODIA COULD COINCIDE WITH ~.g 0 ~ ~ O A CEASEFIRE IN SOUTH VIETNAM. "l:!ITH SIMULTANEOUS STATEMENTS .,en w 

WC <ANNOUNCING A CEASEFIRE)> DY POTH SIDES", ANSWERED l<ISSINGER. ~ ~ 
IJ.. LE DUC THO ALSO POSED QUEST IONS ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ~ 
(/)CONTROL COMMISSiorrn AND Al30U THE MANNE.R IN ',·JHICH THE LJ.s. u 

(/)ENVISIONED THE REPATRI/HION OF THE pow· s. Ot-1 THE FIRST POINT, 
<(KISSINGER INSISTED UPON THE NECESSITY F'OR SIGNING OF' DIF'F'ERENT 
..JPROTOCOLS AT THE SAME TIME AS THI!: CCSIGNING OF)) THE CEASEFIRE 
UAGREEMENT. DURING THE BREA!{ BFTHEEN SESSIONS, l'ISSINGER BROUGHT 

0 CCTHE REPUBL"IC)) Or VIET NA!~ ATTACHED TO THE CUESTION OF NORTH 
V E NA·MESE TROOPS IN SOUTH VIF.TNAt·1. HF. EMPHASIZED THAT THE SATIS­
F C ORY SETTLEMENT OF' THIS r:)UESTION \·.1DULD FACILITATE Tl-IE 

T~E DUC THO'S ATTEMTION THE Pi1IME HlPOHTANCE '·-~1-lICH THE GOVERNMENT 

S T ION Or OTHER PROBLEMS. LE DUC THO LET IT BF. UNDERSTOOD 
THAT IF' WE RAISED THIS QUE:STION HE WOULD AGAIN OPEN THAT Or @~~. ? ~-.. : ·· · 
POLITICAL PRISONERS. \~E MADE THE OBSERVATION THAT THESE WERE TWO ~ I_·. 
DIFFERENT PROBLEMS. IN ANY CASE, CCSHOULD)) HANOI COMMIT ITSELF 

···ra·\.fITl--IDRAWING ALL THEIR rrrnop~), THE LIBERATIO[~ OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 
. COULD BE EXAMINED. 

PARTICULARLY REGARDING THE WITHDRAWAL OF NORTH VIETNAMESE 
TROOPS AND THE C~JCR CCNATIOf".JAL COUNCIL F'OR CONCOHD AND RECONCILIATION)) 

Q HERE ARE THE MOD Ir ICAT IONS PROPOSED BY 1\1 SSHJGER: 
l1J XXHH 
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rJ rI NAL SE CT ION OF' TWO 

IJ.. EXCLUSIVELY FOR DELTA CONTROL OFFICER 
. (f) 

~ \~f.\R NING: THE COM INT CONT A I l~ED HEREIN IS UNUSUALLY SE MSIT I VE. 
.J IF A USIB MEMBER (OR HIS SPECI.~LL Y DESIGNATED DEPUTY> .APPROVES 
UTHE USE OF THIS COMPARTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SECRET CODEWORD 

PUBLICATION, THE PRECISE COMHJT SOUHCF. OR TARGET (WHICHEVER 
IS SENSITIVE). SHOULD RE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSSIBLE 
AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 
IN ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATER !AL MUST BE M/\INTA !NED UNDER DELTA 

0 S!:CUR ITY CONTROLS. 
.. w 
lL TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE: MESSAGE. 
(i) NORMAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 
Ul DOLL-VND. PLEA SE ADVISE IF' A NY L IfrllTAT IONS OVER A ND ABOVE 
<(EXISTING DELTA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS d TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 
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ON THE QUESTION OF' NORTH VIETl~AMESE Tr~OOPS, KISSINGER PROPOSED 
TWO FORMULA! IONS AT THE r··lE TIME, NAMELY: .. 

1. THE WITHDRAWAL Oi' ALL FORCES -- U.S., ALLIEIJ,- AND NON­
O SOUTH VIETNAMESE; C CAND)) 
w 2. A DEMOBILISATION OF TROOPS ON A ONE-Fon-ONE BASIS AND 

. iL RETURNING THEM TO THE IR PLACE OF BIRTH. 
ffi MOREOVER, THE PRINCIPLE THAT THE ARMED FORCES OF EACH 
U>COUNTRY MUST REMAIN WITHIN THEIR NATIONAL FRONTIERS WAS ALSO PROPOSED 
<IN THE CHAPTER CCREFERRHJG TO)) LAOS AND CAMBODIA. ACCORDING TO .: .: · G KISSINGER THE COMMUN I ST 5 IDE WOULD BE OBL !GED T 0 ACCEPT AT LEA ST ONE 
. OF' THESE THREE FORMULAS. 
. CONCERNING THE CNCR, THE MODIFICATIONS PROPOSED HAVE BEEN 

CB VAL TREATED> CCAS liOLLQl..JS)): 

c..i 
ui 
::i 
a) 

t. THE DESIGNATION IM VIETNAMESE -- WHICH RECOMES "ADMINISTRATIVE ~:; 
t=~ 

CRGAN" RATHER THAN "GOVEl1Nil\1G APPARATUS." .n1J 
·~ 2. THE COMPOSITION -- TO REPLACE THE THHEE COMPONENTS BY RE- ~~ .. 
-PRESENTATIVES OF ALL POLITICAL INCLINP,TIONS IN SOATH VIETNAM. .,:c; 

~ 3. THE FUNCTION-- IT HILL BE SPECIFIED THAT THE CNCR WILL HAVE fi_ 
(J)AS ITS PRINCIPAL TASI< THE ORGANIZING OF ELECTIONS, CCAND)) IN !·~ 
<(ADDITION, THE PROMTION OF THE APPLICATION OF THE AGREEMENT FOR £~ . 
...J NATIONAL RECONCILIATION Al'JD CONCORD ANIJ DEMOCRATIC LIBERTIES o ~ 
UC INCLUDING A REFERENCE TO MAINTAINING THE CEASEFIRE AND THE .[~ 

PRESERVATION OF PEACE>. :,g 
MOREOVER, KISSINGER PP.OPOSF.D PURELY AND SIMPLY THE PHRASE ~ ~ , 

RELATIVE TO THE HJST/\LLATION OF THE COMMITTEES AT LOWER LEVELS. ;; ~ . , 
IN CAS E OF' A REFUSAL BY NORTH VIETNAM, HE WILL THEN PROPOSE ~~ . ' 

0 OUR FORMULA, NAMELY CCTHAT)) AFTER THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CNCR, .... 
·WtHE TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES WILL DISCUSS THE DETAILS OF THE l';i§ · 
LL ORGANIZATION AND FUMCTION OF THE CNCR. ~~ ·• 
(J) KISSINGER LET US !<NOW THAT THE ONLY MODIFICATION ASl<ED BY. US WHICH t~ 
U>HE DID NOT PRESENT TO LEDUC THO CCWAS THAT)) CONCERNING THE ICCS .,.c £:2 
<CFOR.THE REASON ALREADY MENTIONED IN OUR CABLE YESTERDAY. o::: 
...J KISSINGER ASSURED US THAT WE CAN COUNT ON INDONESIA. KISSINGER 
U~IILL MEET WITH CCINDONESIAN PRESIDENT)) SUHARTO IN BRUSSELS ON 

WEDNESDAY MORNING AND 1.HLL TAJ<E THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 
.·· PRESS INDONESIA TO INSTALL AN EMBASSY IN SAIGON t),S SOON AS 

POSSIBLE. 
I LET KISSINGER KNOW THAT WE ARE NO LONGER INSISTING ON THE 

~CANDIDACY OF JAPAN AS A MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE BUT 
-THAT ~JE STILL INSIST ON THE PARTICIPATION BY CAMBODIA AND LAOS. 
~KISSINGER REPEATED THAT NEITHER L'ON NOL NOR SOUVANNA PHOUMA WISHED mro PARTICIPATE IN IT. HE "·GAHi ASKED UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES 
<CHOW WE PLAN TO HAVE THESE TWO COUNTRIES PARTICIPATE. . 
_J TOMORROW AFTER~·ou LE DUC THO WILL GIVE HIS RESPONSE TO THE 
U SIXTY-NINE REQUESTS FOR MODIFICATIONS. l<ISSINGER AGAIN CAUTIONED 

US AGAINST THE ILLUSION THAT THE COMMUNIST SIDE WILL ACCEPT ALL 
CR MOST OF THESE MODIFICATIONS. KISSINGER ASl<ED US TO PLAN RIGHT NOW 
ON COMPROMISE SOLUTIO!~S. IN ANY CASE HE NEEDS TO !<NOW THE ANSWER 
OF OUR GOVERNMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE REACTIONS OF LE 

0 DUC THO WILL HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO US. IN THE MEANTIME 
W KISSINGER ASKED US TO COMMUNICATE TO HIM BEFORE WEDNESDAY A MEMORANDUM 
lL BY OUR GOVERNt1ENT ON THE DR/WT PROTOCOLS ((REGARDING)) recs AND 

. (J) THE JOINT MILITARY COMMISSIONS, 1.•1HICH HE PROMISED TO DELIVER TO LE 
(J) DUC THO ON C CWED NE SDA Y)) l\T THE LATE ST. .. 
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EXCLUSIVE FOR DELTA CONTROL OFFICER 

WARNING: THE COMINT CO.NED HEREIN IS UNUSUALLY sAITIVE. 
,:Ji 11' A USIB MEMBER COR HIS.SPECIALLY DESIGNATED DEPutW-APPROVES 
in~ THE USE OF THIS COMPARTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SECRET CODEWORD 
l~ PUBLICATION• THE PRECISE COMINT SOURCE OR TARGET <WHICHEVER 
;Ji IS SENS IT IVE> SfDULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSSIBLE 
~ AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 
~ IN ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
j S::CUR IT Y CO NT RO LS. 

TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
MAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 
L • PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 
STING DELTA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
NSMITTED TO T HE WHITE HOUSE 0 NL Y. 

[] 

-V:fETNAM£Sl:- - (SOtrrHI ·-ENG1.X-Sff - - - - - ·- - -
XXMMENPtiHF0072326 
3/00A>OLL•VND/I' •72 
AVS,AVN,KUS/FORP'9,D. 

~ SllGON GIVES INSTRUCT IONS TO REPRESENTATIVES IN PAR IS CONCERNING 
~KISSINGER-THO TALKS 
W'!J 
~ xxcc '1 JiR SAIGON I HOANG DUC NHA C <SPECIAL 
"- A SS IST A NT TO T ME PRESIDE NT> > 2 1 NOV 72 18.3 0 
U TO PARIS a DELEGATION •• 33iJ0/PTT/BT /TM 

TOP SECRET. 
REFERENCE YOl.ll CABLE NR. "26/PDVNC C 1> >. I HAVE WELL 

rQ l!IDERSTOOD CONTENT OF FIRST MEET ING• ANYWAY WE CANNOT GIVE 
W IMMEDIATE ANSWERS TO WHAT u.s. GOVERNMENT HAS REQUESTED• 
1 ON THE CONTRARY WE SHOULD INSIST HARD ON OUR CRUCIAL POINTS. 
~ H\NOI AND U.S. GOVERNMENT ARE TRYING TO GET OU'JlON THE SPOT 
~APPROVAL. I THINK THAT YOURSELF, SPECIAL ASSISTANT COEUYEN 
~ PHU>> D UC C (2) >, AMBASSADORS <<TRAN Kii'!> > PHUONG ( (3) > A ND C <VUONG 
~VAN>> BACCC4)) SHOULD SQUEEZE THE MOST NEWS OUT OF KISSINGER 

:) AFTER EACH MEETING SO THAT WE AT HOME HAVE ALL THE DATA TO 
WORK WITH. CC VAL TODAY> PLAY THE GAME REAL COOL. AS FOR 
DEEP BACKGROUNDERS<<SIC)) TO PRESS OR FRIENDLY CIRa..ES SUGGEST: 

1. INTENSIFY THEM. 
2. DRIVE HARD ON MERIT OF NIXON DOCTRINE NOW ESPECIALLY 

'81 IN THE LIGJ« OF THIS AGREEMENT• HIT ON CENTRAL POINT NAMELY, 
LnJl .ARE THE LIVES OF FIVE HUNDRED POW• S WORTH THE RISK OF SACR I• 
'7' FICING SEVENTEEN MILL ION AND A HALF SOUTH VIETNAMESE? 
~ 3. ON QUESTION WHETHER U.S. GOVERNMENT WILL BE ABLE TO 
~ GET BACK ITS POW 'S SUGGEST YOU T mow OUT HYPOTHESIS ACCORD ING 
1i1'. TO WHICH GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM MIGHT BE WILLING TO EX­
.J CHANGE ALL ITS NORTH VIETNAMESE Pow•s NAMELY THIRTY EIGKI 
u THOUSAND AGAINST FIVE HUNDRED AMERICAN Pow•s. BEST REGARDS. 

((1)) SUBMITTED· FOR SERIES CHECK ON 20 NOV 72. 
C<2>> SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

ACCORDING TO COLLATERAL 3 JUL 71. TO ARRIVE IN PARIS 
w WEDNESDAY PllRNING, 22 NOV ACCORDING TO 
,_Q_~ 3/00 A:>OLL•VNDIT551•72, 201945Z NOV 72 • 
= ((3) > 50111' H VIETNAMESE AIWBASSADOR TO WAS HI NGTO N ACCORD ING TO 
JL 
~ 3/00/VND/I54•72 271501Z JUN 72. 

~.LJ'U ((4)) SOUTH VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR TO GREAT BRITAIN, ACCORDING 1:1=-'I. 
·~ TO COLLATERAL OF 10 JUL 72. 

.n Tl 21 NOV 72 1223Z 
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:~HllE HOUSE 

T 8 P 8 E 8 R g T ijNQRA QihTA iQMTRQhhiQ ITi~ SECTION ONE OF TWO 

TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A DELTA CONTROLLED MESSAGE. PLEASE 

ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. 

OTHIS MESSAGE WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 
w 
~VIETNAMESE CSOUTH> 
(/) 

(f) 3/0 0 ID OLL -V ND/ - 72 
<( 

OGENERAL HAIG BRIEFS SOUTH VIETNAMESE fiOLLOWING SECOND 

KISSINGER-THO MEET I NG 

FR : PAR IS: SOUTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATION; ((AMBASSADOR)) 

· ~PHAM DANG LAM -- 22 NOV 72 0340 

ILTO: SAIGON: PRESIDENT'S OFFICE; CCPRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT>> 
(f) 

~HOANG DUC NHA; AND F'OREIGN MINISTRY FLASH 27/PDVN/TM 
_J 
UTHE SECOND MEETING CCBETWEEN DR. HENRY A.>> KISSINGER AND LE 

0 

DUC THO TOOK PLACE TODAY BETWEEN 1500 HOURS AND 2100 HOURS. 

CCIN AS MUCH AS>> KISSINGER AND CCU.S. DEPUTY ASSISTANT 

~SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC AFFAIRS WILLIAM H.>> 
IL 
(f)SULLIVAN HAD TO GO IMMEDIATELY AFTER CC VAL THE MEETING) TO 
(f) 
<BRUSSELS, IT WAS ((THE DEPUTY NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR, 
_J 

UGENERAL ALEXANDER M. > > HAIG, WHO GAVE US AN ACCOUNT C COF THE 

MEETING)). WITH A TAUT AIR HAIG ANNOUNCED THAT THE NORTH 

0
VIETNAMESE HAVE REJECTED JUST ABOUT ALL OF OUR REQUESTS FOR 

~MODIFICATIONS. WORSE YET, THEY HAVE HETURNED TO THEIR POSITION 

m { CFROM >) BEFORE 8 OCTOBER 0 N KEY PROBLEMS. IN EFFECT: 

:) l. ON THE QUESTION OF WITHDRAWAL OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS, 
u 

LE DUC THO REJECTED ALL THREE FORMULATIONS·-NAMELY, THE WITH-

DRAWAL OF CCALL>> FORCES CC VAL EXCEPT> SOUTH VIETNAMESE, 

ODEMOBILISATION ON A ONE-FOR-ONE BASIS AND RETURN TO THEIR 
w 
IL NAT IVE LA ND , C CA ND)) THE PJH NCIPLE THAT THE ARMED FORCES OF 
(/) 
(J)EACH COUNTRY MUST REMAIN WITHIN CCTHEIR RESPECTIVE» NATIONAL 
<( 
dFRONTIERS. NOT ONLY DID THE NORTH VIETNAMESE MAINTAIN THE 

E~T WORDING CONCERNING THE WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. AND ALLIED 

T OPS, BUT THEY ALSO DEMANDED THE DEPARTURE OF ALL FOREIGN 
- - - -- - - - --
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Doc ID: 6549596    Doc Ref ID: A504075cIDlJLIANS UNDER CONTRACT WITH COMPANIES WOR Kl NG UNDER THE 

AUSPICES OF THE ARMED FORCES <ACCORDING TO HAIG, 35 COMPANIES 

WILL BE AFFECTED>. 

I 2. UNDER THE CNCR «NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR CONCORD AND RECONCIL-

OIATION)), THEY REJECTED ALL MODIFICATION5 RELATING TO THE 
w 
~APPELLAT°JON CIN VIETNAMESE AS WELL AS IN ENGLISH>, THE 
(/) 

~.coMPOSIT ION, AND THE F UNCTION <EXCEPT FOR THE REFERENCE TO 

OMAINTAINING THE CEASEFIRE AND PRESERVING THE PEACE>, AND 

MAINTAINED THE LOWER-LEVEL COMMITTEES. MOREOVER, THEY 

DEMANDED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CNCR WITHIN 15 DAYS, 

~ELECTIONS WITHIN 5 MONTHS, AND, «MOST» NOTEWORTHY, THE 

LL RE SIG NATION OF PRESIDE NT C CT HIEU)) 2 (IJQ NTHS BEF"ORE THE ELECT 10 NS. 
Ul 
~IN ADDITION, THEYSMAINTAINED THE TERM GENERAL ELECTIONS AND 
..J 
UTHE CLAUSE "FROM THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE CEASEFIRE TO THE 

FORMATION OF THE GOVERNMENT" INSTEAD OF "TO THE COMPLETION 

OF THE POLITICAL PROCESS," AS PROPOSED BEFORE. 
·o 

W3. ON THE SUBJECT OF THE DMZ, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE REFUSED ANY 
LL 
UlREFERENCE TO ARTICLE XXIV OF THE GENEVA ACCORDS AND PROPOSED 
Ul 
<(INSTEAD THE FOLLOWING NEW WORDING, WHICH REPLACES THE FIRST 
..J 
UPARAGRAPH OF ARTICLE X: '"AS STIPULATED BY THE 1954 GENEVA 

AGREEMENTS ON VIETNAM, THE MILITARY DEl"1ARCATION LINE BETWEEN 

0
THE TWO ZONES AT THE 17fH PARALLEL IS ONLY PROVISIONAL AND . 

WNOT A POLITICAL OR TERRITORIAL BOUNDARY. PENDING REUNIFICATION, 
LL 

UlSOUTH AND NORTH VIETNAM SHALL RESPECT THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE 
(/) 

~AND (C VAL DECIDE> THE MODALITIES FOR THE MOVEMENT ACROSS THE 
u 

PROVISIONAL MILITARY DEMARC AT 10 N LI NE.'" 

CONCERNING POW'S, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARE NOW TYING THE 

OLIBERATION OF U.S. PRISONERS TO A SIMULTANEOUS RELEASE OF 
w 
LL.POLITICAL PRISONERS, AS LEDUC THO GAVE KISSINGER TO UNDERSTAND 

~YESTERDAY DURING THE BREAK. 
<( 

dON THE OTHER POINTS, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARE ALSO MAINTAINING 

TEORIGINAL TEXT. THUS, THEY REFUSE TO RESTORE THE WORDS 

11 SD UP" WITH RESPECT TO THE REPLACEMENT C(OF WAR)) MATERIEL, 

WI OUT GIVING ANY EXPLANATION. THEY REFUSED TO OMIT THE WORD 

"THREE" FROM THE PHRASE "THREE INDOCHINESE COUNTRIES.'" ACCORDING 

TO HAIG THEY DO NOT, NONETHELESS, SEEM TO INSIST ON MAINTAINING 

THIS TERM. 
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0 ON CH APT ER I , ART !CLE I , THE NORI H VIET NAME SE REFUSED TO CHANGE 
w 
1.1..PLACES AND AGREED ONLY TO THE MODIFICATION SAYING THAT THE 
(/) 
U>INDEPENDENCE, UNITY, ((AND)) SOVEREIGNTY OF VIETNAM WILL BE 
<( 

GRESPECTED BY ALL COUNTRIES AND NOT SOLELY BY THE U.S. 

CONCERNING THE PREAMBLE, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE DEMAND THAT THE 

FOUR SIGNATORY PARTIES BE DESIGNATED PARTICULARLY AS IN THE 

~INITIAL TEXT. IN ADDITION THEY REF~SE TO HAVE U.S.- DEMOCRATIC 

LLREPUBLIC OF VIETNAM RELATIONS MADE THE OBJECT OF A SEPARATE 
l/) 

~BILATERAL AGREEMENT. 
_J 
UF'INALLY, THEY WOULD NOT AGREE TO SIGN THE PROTOCOLS AT THE SAME 

TIME AS THE AGREEMENT, SEEING IT AS A MANEUVER BY THE U.S. TO 

DELAY THE SIGNING OF THE AGREEMENT. 
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T 8 P S E 8 R E T ijMBAA BELIA 88NTR8LLEB ITEM FINAL SECTION OF TWO 

I TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A DELTA CONTROLLED MESSAGE. PLEASE ADVISE 

I IF ANY LIMITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE 
0 
WWAS TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 
LL 
mVIETNAMESE <SOUTH> .FRENCH/ENGLISH 
l/) 

j 3/00/DOLL-VND IT -72 

UTHE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD WILL 

ORGANIZE FREE AND DEMOCRATIC GENERAL ELECTIONS PROVIDED FOR 

c)IN ARTICLE XI .B AND DECIDE THE PROCEDURES AND MODALIT !ES OF 

~THESE ELECTIONS. THE INSTITUTIONS FO~ WHICH THE GENERAL ELECTIONS 

~ARE TO BE HELD WILL BE AGREED UPON THROUGH CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN 

~THE TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES. THE GENERAL ELECTIONS WILL BE 
u 

HELD WITHIN FIVE MONTHS OF THE CEASE-F'IRE. TWO MONTHS BEFORE THE 

GENERAL ELECTIONS MR. NGUYEN VAN THIEU WILL.RESIGN. THE NATIONAL 

OCOUNCIL OF RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD WILL ALSO DECIDE THE 
w 
iLPROCEDURES AND MODALITIES OF SUCH LOCAL ELECTIONS AS THE TWO 

~SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIE~ AGREE UPON. 
<( 
_J"ARTICLE XIII. THE QUESTION.OF VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES IN SOUTH 
u . . 

VIETNAM SHALL BE SETTLED BY THE TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES IN 

A SPIRIT OF NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD, EQUALITY, AND 

~MUTUAL RESPECT, WITHOUT FOREIGN INTERFERENCE, IN ACCORDANCE 

LL.WITH THE POSTWAR SITUATION. AfYJONG THE QUESTIONS TO BE DISCUSSED 
(/) 

~BY THE TWO SOUTH VlETNAf•IESE PARTIES ARE STEPS TO REDUCE THE 
_J 
UEFFECTIVES OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE TWO PARTIES AND TO 

DEMOBILIZE THE TROOPS BEING REDUCED. 

"ARTICLE XIV. SOUTH VIETNAM WILL PURSUE A FOREIGN POLICY OF PEACE 
0 
WAND INDEPENDENCE, RESPECT THE MILITARY PROVISIONS OF THE 1954 
LL 
lf)GENEVA AGREEMENTS ON VIETNAM, WHICH PROHIBIT THE JOINING OF ANY 
(/) 
<(MILITARY ALLIANCE OR MILITARY BLOC OR THE MAINTENANCE BY FOREIGN 
_J 

UpQWERS OF MILITARY BASES, TROOPS, MILITARY ADVISERS AND MILITARY 

_ P~ONNEL ON _ITS TERRITORY; IT WILL MAINTAIN RELATIONS WITH ALL 
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CO~TR £Es-, IRR ESPE CT I VE OF THEIR POL IT !CAL AND SOC !AL SYSTEMS, 

ACCEPT ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL AID FROM ANY COUNTRY, WITH NO 

POLITICAL CONDITIONS ATTACHED. THE ACCEPTANCE OF MILITARY AID 

BY SOUTH VIETNAM IN THE FUTURE SHALL COME UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF 

THE GOVERNMENT SET UP AFTER THE GENERAL ELECTIONS IN SOUTH VIET-

11 NAM DESCRIBED ON ARTICLE IX B." 

_I) ( <l)) 3/00/DOLL ·V ND IT -72, IN PROCESS; MESSAGE REPORTS BRIEF I NG 
_I) 

~BY GENERAL ALEXANDER M. HAIG ADVISING AMBASSADOR LAM OF PROCEEDINGS 

.)OF THE SECOND ROUND OF TALKS BETWEEN DR. HENRY A. KISSINGER AND 

LE DUC THO. 
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en TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A DEJ..TA CONTROLLED MESSAGE. PLEASE: ADVISE 
< IF ANY LIMITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESS'AGE 
-.i WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE 1-0USE ONLY. 
u VIETNAMESE <SOUTH) FRENCH/ENGLISH 

3/00/DOLL-VND /T-72 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORWARD TEXTS OF NEW ARTICLES PROPOSED BY 

0 LE D UC THO IN PAR IS 
w. FR: PARIS: SOUTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATION; CC AMBASSADOR)) PHAM 
- DANG LAM -- 22 NOV 72 0300 
u.. TO: SAIGON: PRESIDENT•s OFFICE; CCPRESIDENI"IAL ASSISI' ANT)) 
Cl) HOAl\t3 DUC NHA; AND FOREIGN MINISTRY Fl.ASH 28/PDVN/TM 
en P lR SU A NT TO 0 UR TEL EG RAM NU M3 ER 2 7 I PD VN /T M 0 F 2 2 ID VE t'B ER 1 97 2: 
<e CCI)•) ·CB .. VAL HERE ARE) THE TEXTS Or THE NEW ARTIO..ES VIII AND 
d "IX· PROPOSED BY LEDUC TJ-D. THE FORMER ARTICLE IX BECDMES THE 
U NEW ART !Cl.ES IX, X, XI, XII, XIII, AND IV IN THE t-ORTH 

VIETNAMESE DR AFT. 
"CHAPrER III. CAPTURED AND DETAINED PERSONNEL OF THE PARTIES. 

0 "ARTIQE VIII.A. THE RETURN OF MILITARY AS WELL AS CIVILIAN 
w PERSONNEL CA?f URED AflD DETAINED IN VIETNAM SHALL BE CARRIED OUT 
- SIMlLTANEOUSl. Y WITH AID CO MR... ET ED 0 N THE SAME DAY AS THE TROOP 
u.. WITJ-DRAWAL"MENI'IONED CC VAL IN) ARTICLE V. THE PARTIES SHALL 
V> EXCHAt-.nE CDMPLETE LISTS OF THE ABOVE MENT!Of'ED CAPTIBED AND 
en DETA !NED PER &J NNEL 0 N THE DAY 0 F' THE SIG Nil'U 0 F' THIS AGREE ME NT. 
<! "B. THE PARTIES SHALL HELP EACH OTHER TO GET INFORMATION ABOUT 
-1 THOSE Mil..ITARY AS WELL AS CIVILIAN PERSONNEL OF' THE PARTIES 
U MISSING IN ACT ION TO DETERMINE THE LOCATION AND TAKE CARE OF THE 

GRAVES OF' THE DEAD SO AS TO FACILITATE THE EXHUMATION AND 
REPATR !AT ION OF THE REMAINS Af\D TO TAKE SUCH OTHER MEASURES AS 
MAY BE REQUIRED TO GET INFORMATION ABOUT THOSE Sf ILL CD NS ID FRED 

o MISSING IN ACf ION. 
~ "CHAPrER IV. THE EXERCISE OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE•s 
"'- RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION. 
V> "ART !CLE IX. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
en VIET NAM A NJ THE GOVERNMENT OF THE U.S.A. UNDERTAKE TO RESPECT 
,<t THE FOLL OW ING PR !NCI Ft ES F'OR THE E XER CI SE 0 F' THE SOUTH VIET­
·-i ~MESE PEOPLE'S RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION. 
;u '"A. THE &>UTH VIETNAMESE PEOR..E·s RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION 

IS SAffiED CCAl\D)) INALIENABLE AID SHALL BE RESPECTED BY ALL 
CD UNTR IE s. 
"~THE &>l.ITH VIETNAMESE PEOFtE SHALL DECIDE THEMSELVES THE 
P ITICAL FUTURE OF SOUTH VIETNAM Tl-ROUGH GENUINELY FREE AND 
DE CRATIC GENERAL ELECTIONS UNDER INTERNATIONAL SUPERVISION. 
'"C,. THE UNITED STATES DEO..ARES THAT IT RESPECTS THE ffiUTH VIET­
NA SE PEOPLE'S RIGHr TO SELF-DETERMINATION; IT IS f\DT CD MMITTED 

TO A NY POL IT !CAL TENDENCY OR TO ANY PER so NAL IT y IN sour H v IETNAM 
AND IT DOES f'l)T SEEK TO IMPOSE A PRO-A MER I CAN GO VER NME NT IN 
SAIGON. 

·• 
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"ART !CLE X. THE TWO rotrrH VIETNAMESE PARTIES UNDERTAKE TO RESPECT 
THE CEASEFIRE Al'-D MAINTAIN PEACE IN SOUTH VIETNAM, SETTLE ALL 
MATTERS OF' CONTENTION THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS, AND AVOID ALL ARMED 

0 
CD NFI.. ICT • · 

w "'ART !CLE XI. IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE CEASE-FIRE, THE TWO SOUTH 
- VIETNAMESE PARTIES WILL ACHIEVE NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND 
u.. CONCORD Af'D CCXM)) HATRED Af'D ENMITY, PROHIBIT M..L ACTS OF 
Cl) REPRISAL AND DISCRIMINATION AGAINST INDIVIDUALS OR ORGANIZATIONS 
Cl) THAT HAVE COLLABORATED WITH 0 NE SIDE OR THE 0 THER; ENSURE THE 

"<i: DEMOCRATIC LIBERTIES OF' THE PEOPLE, PERSONAL FREEDOM OF SPEECH, 
-1 FREF!)OM OF THE PRESS, FREEDOM OF MEETiro, FREEDOM OF ORGANIZATION, 
u FREEDOM OF' FOLITICA.L ACTIVITIES, FREEDOM OF BELIEF, FREEDOM OF 

MOVEMENT, FREEDOM OF' RESIDENCE, FREEDOM 0 F' WORK, RIGHT TO PROPERTY 
OWNERSHIP, AND RIGHT TO F'REE·ENTERPRISE. 

0 "ARTICLE .XII. IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE CEASEFIRE, THE TWO SJUTH VIET­
w NAMESE PARTIES SHALL HOLD CONSULTATIONS IN A SPIRIT OF' NATIONAL 
- RECDNCil..IATION Al'D CONCORD, EQUALITY, MUTUAL RESPECT, Al\TD MUTUAL 
u.. !'ON-ELIMINATION TO SET UP AN ADMINISTRATIVE SfRUCTWE, C~LLED 
Cl) THE NATIONAL 00 UNCIL OF' NATIONAL RECD NCIL IA TIO N AND CO NCD RD, 0 F' 
Cl) THREE EQUAL SEGMENTS. THE CDUNCIL SHALL OPERATE ON THE 
< PRINCIPLE OF UNANIMITY. AFTER THE NATIONAL CDUNCIL OF' MATIONAL 
-' RECONCILIATION AND CDNCORD HAS ASSUMED ITS FUNCTIONS, COUNCILS 
.u AT A LOWER LEVELS WILL BE FORMED. THE TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

PARTIES SHALL FORM THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF' NATIONAL RECONCILI­
ATION AID CONOORD WITHIN 15 DAYS AND SIGN AN roREEMENT ON IN-

0 TERNA!.. MATTERS OF &ll.ITH VIETNAM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, NOT LATER 
w THAN 3 MO~ITHS AFTER THE CEASEFIRE CDMES INTO EFFECT, IN KEEPING 

., \{ITH THE 00 lIT H VIET NA ME SE PEOPLE• S ASP IR AT IO NS FOR PE A.CE, 
u.. INDEPEf\DENCE, AND DEMJCRACY. 
Cl) "G. THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 0 F' NATIONAL R ECO NCIL I AT 10 N AND CD NCOR D 
Cl) HAS THE TASK OF PROMOTING THE TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES' 
< IM R... EME~IT AT ION 0 F' THE SIG NED AGREE ME NT S, A CH IE VE ME NT 0 F 
_. NATIONAL REOONCILIATION AND CONCDRD, AND ENSURir£ DEMOCRATIC 
u LIBERTIES. 
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THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD WILL 
ffi GANIZE FREE AND DEMOCRAT IC GENERAL ELECTIONS PR OVID ED F' OR 

0 IN ARTICLE XI.B AND DECIDE THE PROCEDURES AND MODALITIES OF 
w THESE ELECTIONS. THE INSTITUTIONS FOR WHICH THE GENERAL ELECTIONS 
- ARE TO BE HELD WILL BE AGREED UPON THROUGH CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN 
~ THE TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES. THE GENERAL ELECTIONS WILL BE 
en HELD WITHIN FIVE MONTHS OF THE CEASE-FIRE. TWO MONTHS BEFORE THE 
Cl) GENERAL ELECTIONS MR. NGUYEN -VAN THIEU WILL RESIGN. THE NATIONAL 
< COUNCIL OF RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD WILL ALSO DECIDE THE 
~ PROCEDURES AND MODALITIES OF SUCH LOCAL ELECTIONS AS THE TWO 
u SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES AGREE UPON. 

'"ARTICLE XIII. THE QUESTION OF VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES IN SOUTH 
VIETNAM SHALL BE SETTLED BY THE TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES lN 

0 A SPIRIT Or NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD, EQUALITY, AND 
w MUTUAL RESPECT, WITHOUT FOREIGN INTERFERENCE, IN ACCORDANCE 
- WITH THE POSTWAR SITUATION. AMONG THE QUESTIONS TO BE DISCUSSED 
~ BY THE TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES ARE STEPS TO REDUCE THE 
~ EFFECTIVES OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE TWO PARTIES AND TO 
~ DEMOBILIZE THE TROOPS BEING REDUCED. 
~ "ARTICLE XIV. SOUTH VIETNAM WILL PURSUE A FOREIGN POLICY OF PEACE 
-i AND INDEPENDENCE, RESPECT THE MILITARY PROVISIONS OF THE 1954 
u GENEVA AGREEMENTS ON VIETNAM, WHICH PROHIBIT THE JOINING OF' ANY 

MILITARY ALLIANCE OR MILITARY BLOC OR THE MAINTENANCE BY FOREIGN 
POWERS OF MILITARY BASES, TROOPS, MILITARY ADVISERS AND MILITARY 
PERSONNEL ON ITS TERRITORY; IT WILL MAINTAIN RELATIONS WITH ALL 

~ COUNTRIES, IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR POLITICAL AND SOCIAL SYSTEMS, 
- ACcEPT ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL AID FROM ANY COUNTRY, WITH NO 
1.1.. POLITICAL CONDITIONS ATTACHED. THE ACCEPTANCE OF MILITARY AID 
~ BY SOUTH VIETNAM IN THE FUTURE SHALL COME UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF 
Cl) THE GOVERNMENT SET UP AFTER THE GENERAL ELECTIONS IN SOUTH VIET-
<! NAM DESCRIBED ON ARTICLE IX B." . 
~ CCl>> 3/00/DOLL-VND/T-72, IN PROCESS; MESSAGE REPORTS BRIEFING 
U BY GENERAL ALEXANDER M. HAIG ADVISING AMBASSADOR LAM OF PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE SECOND ROUND OF TALKS BETWEEN DR. HENRY A. KISSINGER AND 
LE DUC THO. 
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~THE USE OF THIS COMPARTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SECRET CODEWORD 
W) 

: ~PUBLICATION, THE PRECISE COMINT SOURCE OR TARGET <WHICHEVER 

~drs SENSITIVE> SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSSIBLE 

AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 

IN ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
a 
WSECURITY CONTROLS. 
lG: 
(ij TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
m 

.<NORMAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 
.JI 

' UooLL-VND. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 

EXISTING DELIA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 

0
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REFERENCE YOUR .• CABlES 27 AND 28/PD:VN:((l)) I WISHToINFORM-

YOU THAT I HAVE WELL RECEIVED AND UNDERSTOOD THEIR CONTENT. AFTER 

OREPORTING TO PRESIDENT «THIEU>> AND NSC CCTHE NATIONAL SECURITY w 
= 
~COUNCIL)), I CONVEY TO YOUR TASK FORCE THE FOLLOWING DECISIONS: 
00 
00 1. WE TAKE NOTE OF NORTH VIETNAM•s REJECTION OF OUR 

; o:( 

0PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS. THIS SHOWS THE STRONG INTRANSIGEANCE Or 
NORTH VIETNAM IN THE FACE OF OUR GOODWILL. 

2. THE GVN CCGOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM)) REALIZES THAT 

SooRTH VIETNAM HAS NOT SHOWN ANY GOODWILL IN CONSIDERING ouR 

~MODIFICATIONS IN THE PRINCIPLES AS WELL AS IN THE DETAILS. 
M -
~CONSEQUENTLY, WE BELIEVE THAT AS LONG AS THE TWO BASIC PRINCIPLES, 
..Jj -

UNAMELY THE NORTH VIETNAM TROOPS AND THE CNRC ((NATIONAL COUNCIL 

FOR CONCORD AND RECONCILIATION>>, WHICH WE HAVE SUGGESTED ARE NOT 

BEING RESOLVED, AND AS LONG AS NORTH VIETNAM IGNORES OUR POINTS 
0 
~AND· MAINTAINS THEIRS, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THE GOVERNME N~ OF 
~ 
ffiSOUTH VIETNAM TO CONSIDER THE OTHER POINTS WHICH NORTH VIETNAM 
m 

'<HAS JUST PROPOSED. IN OTHER WORDS, IF NORTH VIETNAM MAINTAINS 
~ 

U C<ITS)) I NTRANSIGEANCE, THEN WE CANNOT SOLVE THE WHOLE PROBLEM. 

ONLY WHEN THEY SOLVE OUR TWO BASIC PROBLEMS CAN WE SEE SOl'IE HOPE 

0 FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF OTHER POINTS; NAMELY THE QUESTION 

~OF THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE, REF'ERENCE TO "USED UP" <<WAR MATERIALS)), 
= 

~AND LOCATION OF' CHAPTER ONE. ALSO, THERE IS NO POSSIBILITY AND 

, ~REASON TO GO INTO THE DETAILS WHEN THE BASIC PRINCIPLES ARE NOT 
~u 

BEi NG RESOLVED. 

3. PLEASE COMMUNICATE THOSE VIEWS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH 

QVIET NAM T 0 THE U .s. GOVERNMENT SIDE. 
w 
~ 4. I TAKE THIS OCCASION TO STRESS AGAIN THAT AS THE TASK 
= m 
@FORCE OVER THERE, YOU <CARE TO)) REPORT BACK HOME YOUR ASSESSMENTS 
o:( -
QAND PROPOSITIONS REGARDING POINTS WE CAN CONSIDER FOR MODIFICATIONS, 

OF~OURSE WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE BASIC PRINCIPLES ARE MET. 

AT OME NSC WILL ALSO ASSESS AND CONSIDER MODIFICATION CCOF THE)) 

OTH R POINTS I MENTIONEWREVIOUSLY. I WOULD THEN jkY OVER THERE 

TO BRING LATEST INSTRUC:pf'ONS. BUT I STRESS HERE TH1' I WILL COME 

--ol11L-Y w-HEN_N_ORl'H- VIET-NAM SHOWS GOODWlLL 
L· • '· '•, 

, PRINCIPLES. BEST REGAR. 

0 CC D) BOTH MESSAGES WERE SUBMITTED FOR 
w 
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0 TO WHITE HOUSE CATTN MR DAVID MCMANIS FO 
1.1.l ZEM 
'..:... T 8 P S E 8 R ii T WPlilRi'1 iiilsTA £0tl'f~Olskil2 ITiM 
~ EXCLUSIVE FOR DELTA CONTROL OFFICER 

.·. If) 

<WARNING: THE COMINT CONTAINED HEREIN IS UNUSUALLY SENSITIVE. 
~ IF A USIB MECtEI ER COR HIS SPE CI ALLY DESIGNATED DEPUTY> APPROVES 
_,THE USE OF' THIS COMPARTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SECRE! CODEWORD 

PUBLICATION, THE PRECISE COMINT SOURCE OR TARGET <WHICHEVER 
IS SENSITIVE> SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSSIBLE 
AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 

- IN ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
~ ~CUR ITY CONTROLS. 

TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE • 
.. ·~ MJRMAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 

:.,., OOLL-VND. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 
"i EXISTING DELTA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 

. J TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 

VIETNAMESE CSOUT H> ENGL !SH 
:XXMME NP 01FOO72.3 2 7 
3/00/DOLL-VND/f •72 

:: AVS ,A VN, KUS /FOR PI • 
.!.J 
·: ~IGON INSTRUCTS ITS SPECIAL TASK FORCE IN PARIS CONCERNING 
:;) ffiOPOSED MOD IF I CAT IONS TO DRAFT PEACE PROPOSAL 

· . .. : J) 
< xxcc 

. ·. ~ FR SAIGON: C <PRESIDENT• S OFF ICE; 
'-' PRESIDENTIAL ASSIST-ANT)) 

HOANG DUC NHA 22 NOV 72 - -
TO PARISI CCSOUT H VIETNAf£SE 

DELEGATION>> IMMEDIATE 2738/PTT /BT /TM 

i • 

·-.. ~· 
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REFERENCE YOUR CABLES 27 AND 28/PDVN.((1)) I WISH TO INFORM 

= 'rOU THAT I HAVE WELL RECEIVED AND .UNDERSTOOD THEIR CONTENT. AFTER 
Q REPORTING TO PRESIDENT <CTHIEU)) AND NSC CCTHE NATIONAL SECURITY 
~ CDUNCIL)), I CONVE'l TO YOUR TASK FORCE THE FOLLOW ING DECISIONS: 
; 1. WE TAKE NOTE OF NORTH VIETNAM'S REJECTION OF OUR 
J fROPOSED MODIFICATIONS. THIS SHOWS THE STRONG INTRANSIGEANCE OF 

NJRT H VIET NAM IN THE FACE OF 0 LR GOODWILL. 
2. THE GVN ((GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM)) REALIZES THAT 

NJRTH VIETNAM HAS NOT SHOWN ANY GOODWILL IN CONSIDERING OUR 
MJDIFICATIONS IN THE PRINCIPLES AS WELL AS IN THE DETAILS. 

) OONSEQUENTLY, WE BELIEVE THAT AS LONG AS THE TWO BASIC PRINCIPLES, 
J NAMELY THE NORTH VIETNAM TROOPS AND THE CNRC <<NATIONAL COUNCIL 
: FOR CONCORD AND RECONCILIATION)), WHICH WE HAVE SUGGESTED ARE NOT 
:; BEING RESOLVED, AND AS LONG AS NORTH VIETNAM IGNORES OUR POINTS 
~ AND MAINTAINS THEIRS, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF 
~ S'.>UTH VIETNAM TO CONSIDER THE OTHER POINTS WHICH NORTH VIETNAM 
~ H\S JUST PROPOSED. IN OTHER WORDS, IF' NORTH VIETNAM MAINTAINS 

CC ITS)) INTRANS IGEANCE, THEN WE CANNOT SOL VE THE WHOLE PROBLEM. 
OtJbY WHEN THEY SOLVE OUR TWO BASIC PROBLEMS CAN WE SEE SOME HOPE 
FPR FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF OTHER POINTS; NAMELY THE QUESTION 
Of THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE, REFERENCE TO "USED UP" C CWAR MATERIALS)), 
AND LOCATION OF' CHAPTER ONE. ALSO, THERE IS NO POSSIBILITY AND 
REASON TO GO INTO THE DETAILS WHEN THE BASIC PRINCIPLES ARE NOT 
BEING RESOLVED. 

3. PLEASE COMMUNICATE THOSE VIEWS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH 
VIET NAM TO THE U .s. GOVERNMENT SIDE. 

4. I TAKE THIS OCCASION TO STRESS AGAIN THAT AS THE TASK 
FORCE OVER THERE, YOU C CARE TO)) REPORT BACK HOME YOUR ASSESSMENTS 
AND PROPOSITIONS REGARDING POINTS WE CAN CONSIDER FOR MODIFICATIONS, 
OF COURSE W II H THE UNDERS!A ND ING THAT THE BAS IC PRINCIPLES ARE MET. 

::.; AI HOME NSC WILL ALSO ASSESS AND CONSIDER MODIFICATION CCOF THE)) 
r: ar HER POINTS I MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY. I WOULD THEN FLY OVER THERE 
: TO BRING LATEST INSTRUCTIONS. BUT I STRESS HERE THAT I WILL COME 
~ONLY WHEN NORTH VIETNAM SHOWS GOODWILL AND RESOLVES our TWO MAIN 
') FR I NCIPLES. BEST REGARDS. 
~ ((1)) BOTH MESSAGES WERE SUBMITTED FOR SERIES CHECK 22 NOV 72. 
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,zz J::Jz ct CEX C048 

, ;oE #8581/8295 
ZN M SH 
Z 221825Z NOV 72 ZYH 
FM DIRNSA 
TO WHITE HOUSE CATTN MR DAVID MCMANIS FOR SERIES CHECK> 

,zEM 
'' 'T 8 P 8 E 8 R ii I Wi48RA iikI:': QQtl'lR'ii'klsi'.Jil IIi'."'1 
' SECT ION ONE OF rwo 

EXCLUSIVE FOR DELTA CO NIROL OFFICER 

·WARNING: THE COMINT CONTAINED HEREIN IS UNUSUALLY SENSITIVE. 
IF A USIB MEMBER COR HIS SPECIALLY DESIGNATED DEPUTY> APPROVES 

, .THE USE OF THIS COMPARTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SECRET CODEWORD 
PUBLICATION, THE PRECISE COMINT SOURCE OR TARGET CWHICHEVER 
IS SENSITIVE> SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DE~EE POSSIBLE 
Alf> NO REF'ERENCE SHOULD BE MADE IO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 
IN ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
S::COOITY CONTROLS. 

TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
, OORMAl. DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELIA SUBSERIES 

.;.DOLl.-VND. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 
•EXISTING DELTA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
,·TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 

VIETNAME~ CSOUTH> ENGLISH 
XMMENP01F0072327 
/00/DOLL-V ti>/T -72 
VS,AVN, KUS/F'ORP/. 

SAIGON MAKES INITIAL ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSED NORTH 
VIET NAME SE CHANGES TO DRAFT PEACE PROPOSAL 

xx cc 
FR SAIGON: OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT; 

C <PRESIDENT !Al. ASSIST ANT)) 
HOANG DUC NHA 22 NOV 72 2200 

TO PAR IS: AMBASSADOR PHAM DANG LAM IMMED lA'fE 3308/PTT/BT/Tl'l 

TOP SECRET 
REFERENCE YOUR CABLES 27 AND 28/PDVN. ((l)) I WISH TO CONVEY 

.::·TO YOU Ol.R PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ON THE CHANGES PROPOSED BY 
• 11 OORTH VIETNAM: 

. le WE REMAIN FIRM ON THE PROBLEMS OF NORTH VIETNAM TROOP 
---1WIT){)RAWAL AND THE CNRC CCCOUNCIL OF NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND 
·i 

100NCORD>>. AS I HAVE INDICATED IN MY TELEGRAMS 3275, DATED 
19 NOVEMBER,CC2)) AND 2711, DATED 20 NOVEMBER,((3)) WE TAKE CARE 
Or NORTH VIETNAM TROOPS BY FIRST THE WITHDRAWAL OF NVA AS NON-

. S>UTH VIETNAMESE FORCES AND SECOND BY DEMOBILIZATIONS AND SENDING 
';ccIROOPS)) BACK TO THEIR NATIVE PL.ACES. WE INSIST ON ADMINISTRAIIy_E::>--.,, 
1 

:ORGAN IN CHARGE OF ELECTIONS FOR THE CNRC AND NOT THE NCNRC 
· CC NATIONAL. COUNCIL OF NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD)). ..J.J_ / 

;•:wE DELETE THE REFERENCE TO THREE EQUAL SEGMENTS. WE Al.SO ~ 
'riDELETE THE REFERENCE TO THE ENSURING OF DEMOCRATIC LIBERTIES, 
':PERSONAL FREEDOM, ETC. BECAUSE WE v n:w THAT, IN CASE OF AN 

. ;AGREEMENT, WE ARE STILL ENTITLED TO GOVERN OUR COUNTRY WITH OUR 
EXISTING LAWS. WE DELETE GENERAL AND REPLACE IT BY NATIONWIDE. 
'ME DO NOT AGREE ON A TIME FRAME FOR THOSE ELECTIONS. 

2. AS FOR THE NORTH VIETNAM DEMAND TO LINK THE RELEASE OF 
PRISONERS OF WAR TO POLITICAL PRISONERS, WE VIEW THIS AS OUR 

'. 
1 INTERNAL AFFAIRS Atl> CCWE BELIEVE)) THAT THE TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

''.'.PARTIES W 11..L SOL.VE THIS QUESIIQN aEJWEE_N THEMSELVES. 

. ., 

" .. , 
I 

. '' 

,., 
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'
1 3. ON THE QUESTION OF THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE, WE HAD PROPOSED 
".iALMOST THE SAl1E WORDING BUT WE INSIST ON CHANGING ITS PLACE. 
1

·•: NORTH VIET NAM WANTED IT TO BE PUT BACK IN THE OR !GI NAL PLACE 
·r;sECAUSE rHEY CONSIDEH THAT ONLY THE u. s. AND IHE ORV CCDEMOCRAIIC 
;;REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM)) CCWILL)) SIGN THIS AGREEMENT. WE INSIST ON THE 
1 WORD PERMANENT BEFORE POLITICAL. HOWEVER, WE MIGHT CONSIDER THE 

RE ST OF' THE ST AT EM ENT. 
4. WE ARE FIRM ON DELETING THE REFERENCE TO THREE INDOCHINESE 

Sf ATES. 
5. ON THE PREAMBLE, WE MAINTAIN OUR WORDING, NAMELY, THE 

. , PARTIES PART IC I PAT I NG IN THE PARIS CONFERENCE 0 N V !ET NAl1. 
. 6. WE MAINTAIN THAT THE CHAPT£R RELATING TO u.s.-DRV RELATIONS 

• 1 •• SHOU..D BE A SEPARATE AGREEMENT WHICH THE GVN ((GOVERNMENT OF 
/1 SJUTH VIETNAM)) MIGHT ACKNOWLEDGE. 
·1. 7. THE PRECEDING ARE JUST OUR PRELIMINARY REACTIONS CONCERNING 

lTHE PROPOSED CHANGES BY NORTH VIETNAl1. AS INDICATED IN MY 
'TELEGRAM 2738((4)) WE SHOULD NOT ENGAGE IN THE WORKING OUT OF 
DETAILS WHEN OUR BASIC POINTS ARE NOT RESOLVED. IN OTHER WORDS, 
WE CANNOT AS OF NOW ANSWER THE QUESTIONS RAISED BY THE U.S. AS 
TO KNOWING WHAT POINTS WE ARE GOING TO STICK TO, WHAT POINTS 

1WE MIGHl' COMPROMISE, AND WHAT POINTS WE MIGHT DROP. AS YOU HAVE 
:·•IRIGHl'LY POINTED OUT TO CCGEN. ALEXANDER M.)) HAIG, WE ARE NOT TRYING 
•1 IO STALL FOR TIME; RATHER, NOHTH VIETNAM IS BEING EXTREMELY 
, . INTRANSIGEANT. FRON YOUR WORKING SESSIONS WITH US AT HOME, YOU 
,J;AND THE TASK FORCE OVER THERE CAN ANSWER THE U.S. SIDE ON OUR 
Ji· BAS! C PO I NI S. HOWEVER, IN THE MEANTIME CABLE BACK YOUR PROPOSED 
iMODIF"ICATIONS ON POINTS YOU DEEM CAN BE CHANGED. 
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•.IO WHITE HOUSE CATTN MR ""'AVID MO"IANIS FOR SEHI£S CP'""CK) 
:zEM 
:r Q P 6i IS 8 R Ii I WMiR:\ 81ilsi:\ 8QtJTRilslsliQ ITlill4 
.FINAL SECTION Or TWO 
EXCLUSIVE FOR DELTA CONTROL OFFICER 

WARNING: THE COC"JINT CONTAINED HEHEIN IS UNUSUALLY SENSITIVE. 
. IF A USIB MEMBER COR HIS SPECIALLY DESI GNAT ED DEPUTY> APPROVES 
. THE USE OF t HIS CONPARTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SECRET CODEWORD 
PUBLICATION, THE PRECISE COMINT SOURCE OR TARGET CWHICHEVER 

... IS SENSITIVE) SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSSIBLE 
AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 
IN ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
~CUR IT Y CO NTROL.S. 

TRANS1ITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
NORMAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 
DOLL-VW. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 
EXISTING DELIA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 

VIETNAMESE CSOUTH> ENGLISH 
XXMMENP02F0072327 
3/00/DOLL-V ND/T -72 
AV S, AV N, KUS/ FORP/ • 

SAIGON MAKES INITIAL ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSED SAIGON NORTH 
VIET NAME SE CHANGES TO DRAFT PEACE PROPOSAL 

xx cc 
s. ON THE Ices AND PROTOCOL COMMISSIONS, OUR TECHNICAL 

SfAFF IS STILL WORKING ON OUR OWN VERSIONS WHICH, WHEN COMPLETED, 
WILL BE FORWARDED TO YOU AS WELL AS TO THE U.S. 

9. NGUYEN PHU DUCCC5)) WILL BE BRINGING YOU THE TEXT OF THE 
,, DRAFT AGREEMENT AS REVISED BY THE GVN AND WILL POINT our CLEARLY 

OUR CHANGES AND THE REASONS FOR THOSE CHANGES. 
((1)) BOTH ITEMS WERE SUBMITTED FOR SERIES CHECK ON 22 NOV 72. 
((2)) AN UNPUBLISHED MESSAGE, AVAILABLE IF REQUIRED, IN WHICH 

0((3)) 
( (4)) 

((5)) 

II 22. 
XXHH 
450 
#8582 

NNNN 

SAIGON INFORMED PARIS THAT A LETTEH FROM PRESIDENT NIXON 
TO PRESIDENT THIEU DID NOT CONTAIN ANYTHING NEW AND WAS 
ESSENTIALLY WHAT GENERAL HAIG TOLD THIEU. 
SUBM !TIED FOR SERIES CHECK 20 NOV 72. 
SUBMITTED FOR SERIES CHECK 22 NOV 72. 
SPECIAL ASSISI ANT IO THE PRESIDENT, SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN 
PARIS ON THE EVENING Or 22 NOV 72, ACCORDING TO 3/00/VND/T98-72, 
IN PROCESS. 
NOV 72 1516Z 
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4'f ZNY -MMNSH - . 

• ~ z 2~o~5oz NOV 72 ZYH 
FM OlRNSA 
TO WHITE HOUSE (ATTN: MR. D. MCMANIS FOR A SERIES CHECK) 
ZEM - . . -• 

t:ll T 0 " 8 E e " e T '4t191i1A BEt;T;I( &e~•TReLt:ii I Till 
wJ/00/00LL•VNOlt ~72 . - .. 
= TRANS~lTTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLaMATIC ·• ~ ~ESSAGE. ~LEA§E Aci~IS~ IF ANY-LIMITA1IONS-ON DJSTRJBUTION ARE 

• 
roREaUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS TRANSMITTED To THE-WHlfE-HOUSE ON~Y. 
rosoUTH YfEfNAMESE NEGoTIATOR-IN PARIS-REQUESTS TExT OF 
CNJXON LETTER To SAIGo~ AND RESPON~E - - - .-

• ~FR PA~IS: DEL~GATIQN; (CAMBAS~AOQR)) PHAM DANG LAM 18 NOV 72 1725 
TO SAIGON: PRESIDENT•S OFF1CE: SPEDAL 
AsslsTANT HOANG DUC NHA ·RoOrlNE 32/?DVN/TM 

• 
PLEASE CABLE us-THE-ESSEN!IAL.-POINTS OF THE RECEN! LETTER ((FROM ~. 

iaS, PRESIDENT>) - . - ----
w~IXQN DE~IYER~O BY CCAMBASS~OQR ELLSWORTH~> BUNKER ON WEDNES~AY AND OUR 

• ~RESPONSE TO THIS LETTER, 
ro Tl 18 NOV 72 - l623Z. - . 
ro 120 -
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ffiTO WHITE HOUSE CATTN MR DAVID MCMANIS FOR SERIES CHECK) 
'lil]ZEM 
~T e f' a E 8 H E T MP1BRA BElsTA 8Qfl'fRQlslsl!iQ ITl!iM 
~1EXCLUSIVE FOR DELTA CONTROL OFFICER 
((} 

WARNING: THE COMINT CONTAINED HEREIN IS UNUSUALLY SENSITIVE. 
IF A USIB MEMBER COR HIS SPECIALLY DESIGNATED DEPUTY) APffiOVES 
THE USE OF THIS COMP RTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SEffiET CODEWORD 

. PUBLICATION, THE PRECISE COMINT SOURCE OR TARGET (WHICHEVER 
rtl IS SENSITIVE) SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSSIBLE 
~"·AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 
J.l',IN ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
~1 SECURITY CONTROL s. 
UJL; 

~ TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
t;· NORMAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 

DOLL-VND. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY.LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 
EXISTING DELTA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY• 

QVIETNAMESE (SOUTH> CIPHER ((ENGLISH)) 
WXXMME NPIZl !F0072327 
[fl: 3/00/D OLL-V ND IT . -7 2 
«;J)AVS ,AVN ,KUS/l'OR Pl• 
tU] 
<SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMENTS ON PRESIDENT NIXON•S LETTER TO THIEU 
d 
r7 ·~ 
"'--"XXCC 

FR/lSAIGON: OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT; 
t ~ C (PRESIDE NT IAL SSI ST ANT)) HOANG 
~ ; DUG NHA 19 NOV 72 

Tu PARIS: ·AMBASSADOR PHAM DANG LAM IMMEDIATE 

REFERENCE YOUR C BLE 22/PDVN/TM. ((1)) I WISH TO INFORM YOU 

• 
• 
• 

THt\T ~11xoN•s LETTER To PRESIDENT ccTHIEU>> DID NOT CONTAIN ANYTHING • L 
l'EU • IT IS ESSENTIALLY WHAT HAIG TOLD PRESIDENT CCTHIEU)) • IN 
OTHER WORDS u.s. GOVERNMENT MAINTAINS ITS P6Sif!6N.-ONTHEPRINCIPAL---:-----
POINTS NAMELY THE TROOPS WITHDRAWAL AND THE CNRC ((NATIONAL • e 0 

COUNCIL FOR CONCORD ND RECONCILIATiiON)) WITH THREE EQUAL ~ 
COMPONENTS. WE HAVE SENT U.S. GOVER'NMENT MEMO DATED NOVEMBER ~ 

OEIGHTEEN IN WHICH WE OUTLINE OUR POSITION AND WE HAVE ALSO GIVEN • ~ 
Wu.s. GOVERNMENT OUR VERSION OF DRAFT AGREEMENT. IT IS BASICALLY § 
ll~WHAT ((THE)) TASK FORCE HAD WRITTEN ON OCTOBER 25 PLUS SOME MINOR 'd 
0]CHANGES. A SPECIAL EMISSARY WILL BE BRINGING YOU THOSE ·~ 
OOD OCUME NTS MONDAY. I HAVE TO STAY HERE TO HOLD THE FORT. ~ 
QLBEST REGARDS. ~ D ((1)) IN PROCESS OF PUBLICATION. ·~ 
~"'!I 19 NOV 72 0406Z ~ 
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. ;:·: . .TR'. M,IJT~D HEREW_l~H IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMAJIC 
r .::::; ~.E. GE~. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS ON D1STR1BUTJO,f\1 ARE .. 

;::,:_:; .REP, .-~~D:'!•' Tl:U;;:. ~ESSAGE ~AS TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE Hou2e ONLY •. 
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: •• }:'·1:.:::.~0.\L _:y1;EJ~AM.E~E AMBASSADOR IN PARIS REPORTS ON FIRST -0~ "Tr10 ·22 
~1 :_:>':d:.,:·:·,N.,9Y .~Eij_.:~EETl~G~.WITH MR. KISSINGER, . .. :~ . .. ·: \ .. J·d PA~·1s:i.j.~SOUlH V:IETNAMESE DELEGATION: ((AMBASSADOR)) PHAM DANG 
·.· :~i-"!,:~ .. : .... · ' · ...... -·-· -~------ - .OTO 22 Nov :72-~.4.e~- _, .......... . -
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ORIG, PREC, JMMEOf.ATE 
SAIGON: PRESIDENT•s OFFICE; ((SPECIAL ASSISTANT)) HONG U~c 

ORIG SERIAL 29/PD~~/TM 
w NHAi AND FOREIGN MINISTRY 
-TOP SECRET. 
u..WE HAD TWO MEETINGS TooAY WITH CCDR. HENRY A. )) KJSSJN~ER, AT 1245 
;;; HOURS ANO AT 1945 
(J)HQURS RESPECTIVELY. BERORE <C VAL Al\D ) AFTER HIS' MEETI~G WITH LE cue 
< THC. 
~DURING THE FIRST MEETING KISSl~GER INFORMED US OF WHAT ~E PLANS 
0

10 DO Al TCDAY'S SESSION 
WITH LE DUC tHO: HE IS RETURNl~G TC THE OUEST10N OF NOR!~ VIETNAMESE 
TROOP WITHCRAWALS AND 

oHOPES TO OBTA1N AN AGREEMENT o~ TWO OF THE THREE FoRMAL~T10NS PROPOSED. 
w. 
- HE WILL REJECT THE 
~NE~ NORTH VIETNAMESE WORDING I~ ARTICLE VIII. 
(J)WHICH LINKS THE Ll5ERATlON 
rnoF POW•S TC THE 
<FREEING OF POLITICAL PRISONERS. ON THE CNCR cCcOUNrlL f~/1 
~NATIONAL RECoNCILATION AND CONCORD)) 
~E HAS.RESIGNED HlwSELF TO THE FORMER ENGLISH TER~ "ADM~NSTRATIVE 
STRUCTURE," FOR 
WHICH THE VIETNAME~E TRANSLATIO~ WILL BE 11 COW CAAU HANH CHANH. 11 

o CONCERN 1 NG THE COMPOSITION 
wOF THE CNCR. HE WILL TRY AGAIN ((WllH THE>> FORMUL~: "R~FRESENTATIVES. 
-oF ALL Pl.111cAL 
~TENDENCIES JN SOUTH V1ETNAM. WHCSE MEMBERS SHALL BE CHO~EN EQUALLY BY 
(/)THE TWO PAFHJES. 11 

(J) IN AS MUCH AS THE COMMUNISTS REFUSE TO OMIT THE PHRASE ~ELATING TO 
~ JHE ESJABL 1 SHMENT OF 
uLOWER LEVEL cOMMJTTEES, HE WILL PRCFOSE REPLACING 

THIS PHRASE WITH: "AFTER THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE CNCR, THE TWO SOUTH VIT~AMESE PARTIES WILL rilSCU~S DETAILS 
OF ORGANIZATION AND 

~ oFUNCTION OF THIS ORGANIZATlCN. 11 IN ADDITION,HE SHOWED u_ A NEW FORMULA 
w 
- cONcE RN I NG THE DMZ 
~ CCDE~ILITARIZED ZONE)), 
<JJ AS WE t.'AOE RESERVATIONS 
(/')THIS FOR~ULA1 HE AGREED 
<FOR US TO GIVE HIM OUR 
~FORMULATION. CONCERNING 

WHICH ~E INTENDS TO SUBMIT TO L~ DUC THO. 
ON 
TC POSTPONE <~PRESENTATION>) WH!LE WAITING 

"GENERAL ELECTIONS", KISSINGER ~ECALLED THAT 

NORTH 
VIETNAMESE REJECTED THE TER~ "~ATIONAL" UNDER THE ~RETE~l THAT 

0. 
w THIS WORD CONVEYED THE IDEA 

~ -OF THE AREA RATHER THAN THE NATURE OF THE ELECTIONS. AC~CRDING TO 
~LE DUC THO. PR0vINcIAL . .. 
<JJELECTIONS ORGANIZED (C VAL OVER> ALL <U WO G)) TERRITO~~ cOULD BE 

.; rn CALLED "~All ONAL 
<ELECTIONS•" TO AVOID THE TERM "GENERAL ELECTIONS." WE C~~LD SPEAK OF 
-'''ELECT IONS FOR 

~ U~ATIO~AL l~STITUTJONS. 11 HOWEVER, KISSINGER FEELS T~AT T~IS FOR~ULA 
BRINGS TO ~IND MORE 
((THE IDEA OF)) CONSllTUANT ELECTIONS. AND THAT• AFTER A~L. IT \'lOULO BE 
BET R To OPT FoR THE TERM "GENERAL ELECTIONS." 

0 
w 
u.. 
(/') 

(/) 

< 

BE E fINlSHING, KISSINGER INSISTED ON HIS NEED 10 KNO~ AS 
soo AS POSSIBLE AND IN 
GOO TIME, OUR GOVERNMENT'S COWMENTS ON THE NORTH ~IETN~~ESE 
RES NSES AND AGAINST THF U.S. PROPOSALS• 
~ T EGR~M ON THE SECOND ~ETl~G WITH KISSINGER WILL )o~LOW. WE CALL 
YOUR ATTENTION ··~ 
PARTICULARLY TO THE TENOR OF OUR SECOND MEETING WITH KI-SINGER. 
TI 22 NOV 72 2300z 
900 
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• 
~ TO WHITE HOUSEICATTN: MR. D. MCMANIS FOR A SERIES (:HECK~ 

ZEM 
T e I' e t! C fol ii T ~11AliH BlikT' e&tlTliHHs .. I TSiU 
3/00/VND/T -72 . & 

• TR MITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAM DIPLOMATIC 
ME GE~ PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS ON DJSTRJBUTJ~f\ 

• 
REO RED. THIS MESSAGE WAS TRAf\SMITlEO 10 THE WHITE HOU~E 
SERl S CHECK REQUESTED 22 NOV 72 . 
. VI NAMESE ~NGLJSH 
(50 H) . 

• SOUTH VIETf\AMESE PROFESSOR REPORTEDLY ARRIVES JN PARIS 
- F-RO M-l+f E U • S , 

• 
FR SAIGON: PRESIDENT'S OFFICE; ((PRESiDENTIAL ASSISTANT~) 

OTC 23 NOV 72 111J20H 
HOANG OUC NHA 

0 
l;J 

VJ 
-.....J 

ARE 
ONLY. 

o . . ORIG PREC FLASH _ 
• w TO PARIS: SOUTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATICN: AMBASSADOR PHAM ~~NG LAM 

. ORIG SERIAL 2739/pTT/B! 

• 
~I UNOERSTA~D THAT PROFESSOR NGUYEN TIEN NHUNG HAS ARRIV~C FROM THE 
en U"S.A. To SEE You . 
WANri GE~ERAL cclRAN VAN)) DON, PLEASE TELL HIM TO c6MMUN~CATE WITH ME 

• 
~ VIA CODED CABLE OR SPECIAL COURIER. BEST REGARDS. 
-!I 2 00 0 . 
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. zzo 
DE #0659 3280526 
ZNY ViMNSH 
Z 230525Z NOV 72 ZYH 
rM D IRNSA 
TO WHITE HOUSE <ATTI~ MH. L:. i•iCi"IMJIS/FOH A SEHIES CHECK) 
ZEM . . 
I a p 5 F c [J v I w·.;,;JHt ,. 'ilsT (: r OklT'i f°llsl:slik' I Hii'i SECT I ON ON£ OF HJ 0 
TRANSMITTED HEREWITH I~ ·A DELTA CONTROLLED 1·;t:SSAGE. PLEAS£ 
ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIOl'JS OVEH J\Nl.i Ai.IOVE EXISTING i\C:STHICTIONS 
ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS TRANSNITTEU TU THE WHITE HOUSE 
ONLY. 
VIETNAMESE CSOUTH> fl\ENCH 
3/00/D OLL-VND/T-72 
SOUTH VIETNANESE NE GOT !AT on i\Ei-' OHTS ON SEC ONl.i 2Z N OVEMiJER 
MEETING WITH MR. KISSINGER IN PARIS 
rH: PARIS: SOUTH VIETNAl'JESE ))ELEGATIOM; CCAi'r.Bi-\SSi\lJOR)) PJif\i'·J DANG 
LAM 23 NOV 72 0100 
TO: SAIGON: PHESIDENT'S Ofr"IC£; CCPHESILENT!f1L ASSISTANT>> HOANG 
DUc NHA; ANL FOREIGN MINISTRY IMMEDIATE 3~/PDVN/TM 
TOP SECHET. 
KISSitHiER BEGAN bY /'.\Sl~ I NG US WHET Hl::i-\ WE HAl; HE1J1:.I VED I IJSTRUCTI ONS 
FHOM SAIGON. WE THEN INFOJ1MEIJ HIM OF THE Tt:NUH Of YOUH ~il::SSAGE 
NUMBER 2738 PTT/BT/TM OF 22 NOVEMUEH. 
WE STRESSED THAT IN VIEW OF THE INTJ1ANSIG~ANCE AND TOTAL ABSENCE 
OF" GOODWILL ((ON THE PArn o~· TJi£)) c..:01•Ji·H..1NIST SIDE, WE fEEL THAT 
WE MUST HOLlJ TO OUR POSITION ON THE TWO J<EI PHOilLEMS. THESE TWO -
PROBLEMS ViUST BE Bt:SOLvEL; ({; VAL BEFO;{EJ WE Ant: ftBLE TO AP~'nOACH 
THE OTHEH!:i. 
CCTHIS EVOKEL)) A COMPLETELY UNE~PECTE~ HEAGTION ON THE PART Of 
KISSINGEH, WHO LAUNCHED !~TO A VIOLENT ATTACK AGAINST WHAT HL 
cALLEIJ AN OHGANIZED Pid:;ss MW HAD10 CMiPlilGN PHESEtHLY IJEING 
CARRIED ON IN S/1IGON AHJED AT THE U.S. GOVC:;;Ni'iENT AND HIN 
PERSONALLY, AS WELL AS AGAINST OUH STB/.\TEGY IN THE MAT'fEH OF · 
NEGOTIATIONS. THIS STl\f\TEGY IS lJt\ScJ., C CACLOHDING TO)) HHl, ON 
TWO FALSE POSTULATE.S, NM•iELY: "FinST, PHESILEiH NlXON t;OES NOT 
~JEAN WHAT HE SAYS AIW, SECOND, HIS £i'JISS1UIY (}\lS::HNG~iD MIS1"{EPHE-
SENTS HIS VIEWS. 
HE ALLUDED TO THE SENL1l NG OF SPE~ltiL ASSISTl\IH NGUYEN PHU DUG TO 
WASH! NGT ON. KISSI NGEH bi-:LIEVES T 1-11\T OUH GOVC:fHJr;·a:JJT IS THY IN~ T 0 
MANEUVER TO GAIN TIME, A MANELiVER WHICH HE TEHMEu SUICIDAL • 
HE REPROACHED oun GOVEr\Nl'fJENT'S NON-COOPEliATl'v'E 1-\TTITUDE AIW 
CITED AS AN EXAMPLE THE FACT THAT THE PnOTOCOLS WERE ~OMNUNl~ATED 

() 
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)> 
tn 
Ul 
"TJ 
1'11 
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1'11 
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TO OUR GOVEHNNENT BY CCTHE U.S. DEPUTY NATIONAL SEi.;UHlTY ADVlSOR,_-:::-~Cl. 
GENERAL ALEXANDEH i'J.)) HtilG, MOHE THAN 2 WE~J{S /.\l.;O td~D· THAT WE ~-. 
HAVE NOT YET MADE KNOWN OUH POINT OF' VIEW. · j/-1 
HE ALSO STRESSED THE FACT THAT CCEITHEH)) WE I.JU NOT WANT TO OR 
WE ARE NOT PREPARED T 0 GI VE HIM THE p or NTS Or COMPH O~il SE 01( T 0 . 
IND IcATE TO HIM WHAT IS £SSEiH I t\L fOH us ANJj WHA r I~ NOT CCESSEN~ ....... l""'i 
AMONG THE 69 REQUESTS FOH MODH~ I Ct\T I UNS, IN Oi-:LiEH T 0 ALL OW Hfrl 
TO CONDl).CT. NEGOTIATIONS. 
ACcCRDING TO HIM, SAIGON SENDS THHEE AMBASSAL>OHS JUST TO 
SUPERVISE WHEN IT HE:ALLY N£l::US SOi'lEONE WITH THE POWER TO l•iAKE 
QUICK DECISIONS ON THE SPOT. UNlJEn THl!:SE CIH1..UMSTANvES, HE 
WARNED US THAT HE WILL D~ OBLIGED TO GO AHEAD ANU NEGOTIATE 
-"ACCORDING TO MY BEST JUUGNEIH." HE INFORMED CCUS)) THAT HE 
RECEIVED PRECISE INSTRUCTIONS FHOM PRESILENT NIXON ON THIS 
SUBJ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

r 
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AT THE MEETING THIS i:u• .. fEHNtlllN Hi:: f.1Li{f::l\Ul' SULlMITTEU TO NOtaH 
VIC:INAM THE OHA~·T PHOTO~OL f.1S fi WOHKING DOCUl·IENT. THE HESULT, 
AcCORlHNG TO HlN, WILL iJE TH1H i;,1£ WILL FINLJ ounSELVES FACED 
WITH A FAIT ACCOMPLI AS CCWE ~!U)) 6 WEEKS AGO. THIS TIME WE 
WILL NOT HAVE ANY VALID HEASON TO A~CUS~ THE U.S. OF NEGOTIATING 
WITHOUT CONSULTING US. 
ACCORDING TO J<ISSINGEH, TWO C1;SES (;OULD AiUSE: EITHEH LEDUC THO 
WILL MAINTAIN HIS TOTAL REFUSAL TO MODIFY THE DRAFT AGREEMENT, 
OR, WHAT IS MORE PROBABU:, HE WILL E:ND UP, f1S ON U OCTOBEH, 
MAKING CB VAL CONCESSIONS>. IN THE FIRST CASE, SAIGON WILL HAVE 
GAINED A TACTICAL VICTOHY DY SUCC££L;ING IN IhPEDING THE SIGNING 
OF' THE AGREEMENT, BUT THE Efr~r.GT OF THIS STATE Or ,~fFAIHS WILL 
NOT BE SLOW IN HEVEALlNG ITS~U- 1\5 DISASTHOUS \•JHEN GON(jHESS 
RECONVENES THE FIHST OF NEXT JANLlAHY. IN THE S~CON~ CASE THE 
U.S. WILL HAVE NO OTHER CHOICE UUT TO ACCEPT THE COMPROMISE 
SOLUTION, EVEN IF THIS SOLUTION IS NOT SATIS1.-ACTOl\Y TO US. II 
WILL THEN BE TOO L/1TE Fon us TO STOP THE COUHSE OF EVENTS. HJ 
SHORT, KISSINGEH IS LETTING US CHOUSc WHETHEi·1 TO GOOPC:RATE WITH 
HIM BY MAKING OUR POINTS OF' VIEW KNO\vN LiUIHNb THE COURSE OF THE 
NEGOTIATIONS OR TO RISK HAVIN~ IO A~CEPI A FAIT ACCOMPLI. 
HE CONSIDERS AN OPEN COl-JFHONTATION BETWEEN WiiShli'HHON Ai"Ji.J Sl\lGOiJ 
AS INEVITABLE IF THE NEGOTIATIONS AH[ Cf\HlUilJ our tiJITHOUT OUH 
COLLABOHATI ON. 
AFTER KISSINGEH HAD FINISHElJ HIS LENGTHY UUTiJUit~T, \~E Ei\PHESSC:D 
OUR SURPRISE ON· THE SUBJECT UF HIS REACTION AND REMINDED HIM 
THAT THE PRINCIPLE OF COOPEHi1TION BETWEEN THE U.S. GOVEHNMENT 
AND THE GOVERNMENT CCOF SOUTH>> VIETNAM HAS NEViR BEEN.QUEST­
IONED, AND THAT WE ARE HERE TO COOPERATE. 
750 
#0659 
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F'M DIR NSA 

0 TO WHITE HOUSE CATTN MR. D. Mr.MANIS/FUR A SERIES CHECJO 
w ZEM 
- T A P '9 E 9 R ii T IJUQR .0: l!'lSlsT :'\ GQ PI["QQlsls liik' IHi M FI ~.tAL SE CT IO N 0 F' TWO 
LL TRANg.'IITTED HEREWITH IS ti, DELTA CO~JfROLLED ~·1F.SSAGE. Fl.EASE 
V) ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ARO VE EXISI' I~IG RESTRICTIONS 
en ARE RE QlJ IR ED. TH IS MESSAGE WAS TR A NS MITT ED TO THE WHIT F: l-0 USE 
<C ml Y. 
~ VIET NA ME SE C SO lIT H) FR F.NCH 
u 3/00 /DOLL- VND /T- 72 

WE INFORMED KI SS INGER THAT WE aJ NS ID F.R AS UNFAIR THE U.NFO UND FD 
ATTACKS ~AINST OUR GOVERNMF.NT; INDEED, CCTHERE IS)) l\YJTHif\E 

0 
CCWH!CH)) PER"'1ITS CCH!M)) TO l\SSERT THAT OUR GOVERNMENT IS 

w TR YHtl TO 8 UY TI fl1E. M.. ~, AT t'-!O T H1F. D ID W F CALL INTO QUESTION 
- THE WORDS OF PRE SIDE t'-'1' N !XO N OR THOUGHT T H.l'\T KISSI !\t3 ER HAD 
LL EXCEEDED NIXOWS INSTRllCTIONS. Tl-IE F'ACT IS THAT THft: KEY 

. .. en PROBLEMS ARE g) VITAL TO US THAT WE ARF OBLIGED TO I-OLD 
V) F'IR 1'1. Y TO 0 llR POSIT IO N 0 N T HEM. 

·· ... <C WE REMINDED HIM AL !:U THAT IN RECENT WEEKS WE HAVE SUBMITTED TO 
_, THE U. s. GOVERNMENT MA NY MF.MOR ANDA CONTAINING ALTERNATIVES 0 N 

·. U VARIOUS PROBLEMS. THAT IN ITSELF IS SUFFICIENT PROOF OF OUR 
DESIRE TO CDOPERATE. 
KISSINGER REPL !ED BY SAYHtG THAT THE PO SIT IO NS EXPOSED IN THESE 

0 MEMORANDA ARE MAXP.11JM PO SIT IO MS, 0 N WHICH WF CA Nf\UT HO PE TO 
w CJ3TAIN COMPLETE SATISFACTION. HE REPEATED THAT HE NEEDS TO KIDW 

f\DW JUST I-OW FAR WF. CA~1 GO IN THE WAY OF aJMPROMJSE ON EACH 
LL IMPORTANf QUFSI'ION AND THE LESS IMPORTANT POINTS, WHICH COULD 
V) CB VA1.. FINALLY) BE ABANDONED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF A PACKAGF 
V) DE AL. 
<C WF. HAVE THF. I"'1PRFSSION THAT OF.SPITE THE f.\PPARF.NT INTRANSIGEANCF 
~ CB Vrt. OF' LEDUC THO>, Tl-IE U.S. AND f\DRTH VIETNAM WILL REACH AN 
U AGREEMENI' WHICH WILL BE A LITTLF: BETTER THAN THE PRESENT DRAFT, 

PUT WHICH WOl.l.D f'.DT OORRF.SFUMD WITH WHAT WF. DESIRE, WHETHER WF. 
LIKE IT OR NOT. KISSINGF.R' S ACCUSATIONS AND WARf'JINGS, WHICH WE HAVE 
mTED, CB VAL WERE> INTENDED TO JUST I FY f.\CT IO NS 0 F' THE U.S. IN 

~ SUCH AN EVENI'UALITY. TO AVU ID f!JRNISHING Sl!CH A PRF'TFXT ,IWE 
SUGGEST: 

LL 1. CENTERHU OUR PROPAGANDA AGAINST CDMMUNIST IMTRANSIGEANCE. 
;;; 2. DROPPHU THE LESS IMPORTANT POINTS IN ORDER TO BE ABLE TO J-OLD 

. en TO THE TWO KEY QUE ST IO NS. THESE !NU. LIDE, FOR EXAMPLE, THE 
. . ·: <C CXlMRJSITION OF THE ICCS; PARTICIPATIO~l BY CAMBODIA AND LAOS 

_. IN THE INT ER NATIONAL CO NfERF. NCE; THE FOR MLIL A FOR "CD MPLET ION 0 F' 
u THE POLITICAL PROCESS;" ARTICLE VII, <CON THE)) RELATIONSHIP 

c CBETWEEN THE)) u.s. AND THE DEro rn AT IC REPUBLIC 0 F' VIETNAM; 
ART !Cl.ES XVI AND XVII; MJO EVEN THE DESIG NATI0~1 OF PARTIES IN 
T~ffiEAfrBLE. . 
0. THER FOINTS: CDNCERNII\~, FUR EXAMPLE, THE TERM "GENERAL 
El. IONS,'' WE FEEL THAT ~-'E CAN ACCEPT THE WORD "GENERAL" 
I E OBTAIN SATISFACTION ON THE CNrn, IT BF.Il\B WELL UNDERSTOOD 
TH WE REJECT ALL OTHER COMMUNIST DEMANDS CONCERNING THF. RFSIG-
NAT ION OF PRESIDENT CCTHIFU>) AT A SET T!t'IE BEFORE THE ELECT IO NS, 
ETC.; OR, FOR EXAMPLE, Tl-fE QUESTION Of THF. RELEASE OF' POLITICAL 
PR !SONER S WHICH WE CAN TIE C Cl WD G)) 1¥3REENIF.NT RY NORTH VIFT-
~M .TO WITH:>RAW ALL NOP.TH VIF.TN1'111ESE TROOPS. 

WE HOPE TO RECEIVE IMSTRl.ICTIONS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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WARNIN~: THE COMINT CONTAINED HEREIN IS U~USUALLY SENSITIVE. 
IF A USIB MEMBER COR HIS SPECIALLY DESIGNATED DEPUTY) APPROVES -. THE USE OF THIS COMPARTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SECRET CODEWORD 

- PUBLICATION, THE PRECISE COMINT SOURCE OR TARGET CWHICHEVER 
- IS SENSITIVE) SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSSIBLE 
y AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 
~ IN ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
~ SECURITY CONTROLS. 

TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
NORMAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 
DOLL-VND. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 
EXISTING DELTA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 

~ TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 
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TOP SECRET I 
PURSUANT TO YOUR CABLE 30/PDVN Or 22 NOVEMBER: 
1, THE GOVERNMENT CCOF SOUTH)) VIETNAM REAFFIRMS AND ASKS YOU 8 TO COMMUNICATE TO CCDR. HENRY A,)) KISSINGER OUR POSITION ON NEGOTIA­

- TIONS IN PROGRESS, AS LONG AS THE TWO FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS--
~ NAMELY, THE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS AND THE 
fJ) FORMATION OF THE CNCR -- ARE NOT RESOLVED, WE FEEL THAT IT IS 
~NOT USEFUL TO ENTER INTO THE DETAILS OF THE OTHER POINTS. HANOI'S 
~ INTRANSIGEANCE HAS PUT US IN A DEAD END SITUATION, PLEASE TELL 

KISSINGER PLAINLY THAI WE ASK HIM TO DISCUSS WITH THE NORTH 
U VIETNAMESE THE TWO FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS ON WHICH WE HAVE EXPRESSE 

OUR DISTINCT POSITION IN OUR RECENT MEMORANDUM GIVEN TO THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT ON 18 NOVEMBER LAST AND THAT WE DEMAND AN ANSWER FROM 

Cl HANOI CC 1 WD G)) CB VAL ON THE TWO) KEY POINTS, ONCE THESE TWO 
W POINTS ARE RESOLVED, IT WILL MORE USEFUL TO DISCUSS THE OTHER POINTS, 
Li: SUCH AS THE STATUS OF THE DMZ CCDEMILITARIZED ZONE>>, THE WORDING 
- OF ARTICLE I, ETC. IF HANOI CONTINUES TO MAINTAIN THAT NORTH 
~ VIETNAMESE TROOPS HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN THE SOUTH, ON 
~THE ONE HAND, AND IF THEY CONTINUE TO KEEP <<THE WORDING)) 
-; "COW CAAU CHINH QUYEEN",C(l)) THE THREE EQUAL COMPONENTS, ETC,, 
'iJ ON THE OTHER, THEN THE GOVERNMENT <<OF SOUTH>> VIETNAM WILL NOT 

BE ABLE TO PUT FORTH ANY MORE INITIATIVES, ON THIS POINT, PLEASE 
ASK KISSINGER EXPLICITLY WHETHER NORTH VIETNAM HAS CB VAL 
CONSENTED> OR NOT TO ABANDON THE REFERENCE TO THE THREE EQUAL 
COMPONENTS. 

~ 2. PLEASE ASK KISSINGER ABOUT THE RESULTS OF THE CONVERSATION 
=BETWEEN· PRESIDENT CCTHIEU)) AND <<AMBASSADOR ELLSWORTH)) BUNKER ON = !9 NOVEMBER. IN THIS CONVERSATION PRESIDENT <<THIEU}) ADVANCED THE 
~FOLLOWING IDEA AND ASKED THE U.S. GOVERNMENT TO EXPLORE THIS IDEA 
E WITH NORTH VIETNAM. IN A FIRST PHASE BETWEEN NORTH VIETNA~ AND 
~SOUTH VIETNAM AND BETWEEN THE COMMUNISTS AND THE ALLIES, THE U.S • 
. :-:; AND ALLIED FORCES CB VAL WILL BD OBLIGED TO WITHDRAl.# FROM SOUTH 

' -= ..., ,,.-
-' 

:' l 'J 

--
- ' ·•. 
' : -
~ :... .J 

"' VIETNAM WITH IN 60 DAYS, < C AND>) THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES WILL ALSO ' 
WITHDRAW COMPLETELY FROM SOUTH VIETNAM WITHIN THE SAME TI~E FRAME, 
WHILE THE FARVN CCARMED FORCES OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM)) WOULD 

_ DEMOBILIZE ITS MANPOWER BY THE SAME NUMBER AS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF 
-! NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ALREADY WITHDRAWN. IN A SECOND PHASE --
~I.E. THE PHASE BET~EEN FARVN AND NLF CCNATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT>> 
=TROOPS -- THE FARVN AND NLF TROOPS WILL, GRADUALLY AND WITH THE 
J) AGREEMENT OF THE PART I ES, REDUCE THE IR MAN POWER, DEMOBILIZE THE 
~ TROOPS THUS REDUCED, AND RETURN THEM TO THEIR PLACE OF BIRTH. 

' :: 

j .J J: 

-:: ) 

<THIS REDUCTION AND DEMOBILIZATION WILL BE SIMULTANEOUS AND EQUAL - · -
~ ((IN APPL I CAT ION)) FOR THE GOVERNMENT CC OF SOUTH)) VIETNAM AND THE NLF, ~ ~ :j 
U PLEASE ASK KISSINGER WHETHER HE HAS INFORMED THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 

OF OUR IDEA. IF SO, WHAT IS THE IR RESPONSE? 
XXHH 
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Q 13511 
w 
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LL. FINAL SECTION OF TWO 
tn 
tn 
<C 
-1 
n 
- WARNING: THE COMINT CONTAINED HEREIN IS UNUSUALLY SENSITIVE. 

IF A USIE MEMBER COR HIS SPECIALLY DESIGNATED DEPUTY> APPROVES 
THE USE OF THIS COMPARTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SECRET CODEWORD 

~ PUBLICATION, THE PRECISE COMINT SOURCE OR TARGET <WHICHEVER 
~ IS SENSITIVE) SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSSIBLE = AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 
~ IN ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
r.r, SECURITY CONTROLS. 
t("'; ... 
~ TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
,~NORMAL DISTRI3UTION l'OR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 
~ DOLL-VND. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 

-

EXISTING DELTA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 

:,~ VIE TN AM ESE <SOUTH) FRENCH 
.. ·. XXf'iMEN P01 F0072328 
< 3/00/DOLL-VND/T -72 

_, 

SAIGON INSTRUCTS PARIS NEGOTIATORS REGARDING KISSINGER-THO MEETINGS 

xx cc 
3. NIXON HAS SENT A LETTER TO PRESIDENT C CTHIEU)) IN THE 

.:.i TONE THAT KISSINGER EMPLOYED WITH YOU. PRESIDENT CCTHIEU)) IS 
~ TO ANSWER <<THE LETTER)) AND I WILL SEND YOU THE MAIN POINTS 

<<OF THAT)) RESPONSE. 
;n 4. PLEASE COMMUNICATE WITH KISSINGER IMMEDIATELY AFTER 
~ RECEIVING THIS TELEGRAM, ACCORDING TO THE INSTRUCTIONS IN 
....! PARAGRAPHS 1 AND 2. PLEASE CABLE ME THE RESULTS IMMEDIATELY. 
~ CCl)) VIETNAMESE FOR "GOVERNING STRUCTURE." 
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· TOP Sl~ET. ... .. 

"Cl :w JfERI tS A R!CAP!Ttl.ATION OF THE RESULTS 0, TKE FOUR klSSINC£R•• 
LL 
(/) . 
~en LE DUC THO MEETINGS, AS PRESENTED TO us AT THE m:a I'INING or OUR MEET-
,c( 
·...J 
·u ING 'tODAY, THUR~OAY, WITH KISSIYGER. 

a 
:~ ~ZE! ItlG AS !Hi~ SUilJtCT nf' A r~LOWIN~ TELF.:GRA~. 
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~'Iii! GOVERNMEHT OF THE u~ .A. APD THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

·• 
VI£TNA" AID THE GOV!:RNM£NT ((OF THE>> DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC or VIETNAM 

u 
~ -
~ 1Li. THE PROVIStONAL RtVOLUT IOltARY GO\f£RN"1EflT Of THit RRPUBLIC OF 
1i 
:fl 
.:s s~:rr i( VIET~Afll ... 
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!)11'·:APTER I, ARTICLE l. THE' nE\f WORDING ACC£Pr!:D BY NORTH 

~A~ CCIS))t"ALL COl'll'IlUES SHAU. RtSP!CT THE lRDEPEIDEICE• SOVER• c 
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•oet; ~ ; . _." I 

l-i ~ ~ tLl i 

jU FINAL SECT ION Or TWO ~ ~ :'': ~ 

I ~/00/llOl.L•VND/T •72 H.~f i 

~ 1r AIY L 1rur Anou oN o ISTR rsur 101 ARE RE QllJRED. rats 0 : I 

u !j:GE VAS TRANSl'llTT[I) TO THE VlllTE HOUSE 0111. y. 0 I 

"mM!SE ( OUTH) FREMCJ4ENGLISH _ ~ -
0 

1 

,, ~-OR SOV!RUOllTY MD IIOEPEllDl:"Clt·. TH! Rl:ST . ((REMAIN~~) UICHA~-~D: ~;,_ ': ' .· 0: I 
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b ALuYuCE ,c1i rilll PR~,i,,.u AllD •ORr" vm11•wt·: couatERPROPosALs. o! 
!fi: BECOMES THE fllW APttJCl.E as. THUSLY y()Rl)EtJ• .. ARtlCLE l5• THI Rtl)ltFJCA- : 
~ ~ o~ 

~ TIOll or ll?EflAPI SHALL BJ CARRIED our .STEP BY STEP THROUlH l'EAr.t:f"ll. 
0 

oi 
t MEANS. ON TH£ BASIS OF D!SCUSSIO~S AND AOR!!PS!NTS sgrfi££N IORTK AND ~- ~ 
I !: 0~ 

! ~ ~ '> 
·-"' 0 

18 SO!J1'~ \tittNAM WI?HOut CO£RClOH OR AnNEXATION BY EITH!R PARTY AID ~lo~ 

!~ II.IT HOllt f ORUG N I llTER YER ENCE. THE Til1!: l"OR REUN Il"ICAT ION 11 ILL BE AQREED n L~' 
m ~c 
I<( -;:; :!: 

!-1 U?OM BY RORTH A~D SOUTH VI!TNAM. '3Er>Dl?Jll RZUWIF'ICA'TINJ, THE ~~ ;-·· v ~~~-
>-

~ ~ ~ 

LL. 
(n ?OL!TICAL 'i!\ TF.:?.:1!TORil\L 
(..') 
<( 

-' e!/JAL ...... CL''.ATIO' or °'l''!t" u f 1-, tJJ!. ·..- !-'.i°'!, ,J {" , (_i;. 

VIET~A0 SHALL RESPECT rm: DMZ \(!JEMILITA~IZED zom:)) CH tITHF.~ $10~ 

8 :,f THE PROV I SimfAL 0Ei'1AR CAT ron L IN2. SOUTH AND ~WR!H VIET~Mi SHALL 

lL 

~ ?f?OM'PTL 'f START tlEG OT IAT IONS TO',#ARD THE RE•ESTA3L ISHt-:EriT Or 
.~ 
'_J 

.U ~W:iMAI.. RELATIONS IN VARIOUS ~~zz:tos. SOUTH AND NORTH VIETNA~ en. 

VAL SKAlL> MOT JOIM ANY MILITAR'I ALLIANCE OR MILITARY aLOC AND SH'ALL 

,o 
~ u;;y Al.LOW F"OREIGN POWERS TO MAINTAIN MILITARY BASES, TROOPS, f'IILITM~Y 
!.L.. 
<]) 

,~ r~VISERS, Alm MILITARY P£R90NHEL OM THEIR RtSPE:CTIVL TERRITORIES, 
,_J 

u ',;· ':rrrtlt..An:n IH THE J95.it GtNE:VA AOREEMENTS ON VIETPAM." 

~H/\PliR VI. MEW ART.~~L£ JS, ALIAS FORl'ltR ARTICLE 11, PARAORAPH 

A._~~~£ THE co~MUNISTS(..)R!ED TO MENTION ONLY THE ~~tftES PART• 

\2... ~ - ·- ' - ~--.. - '"'!'"• ..... _,... - • -~~ 

..: :: ... - _. 

- : '-· z 

C· 

(;. 
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IO DE~;OIATIED J'~rICUl.AllLQKI': FOIJI SIGNATOR l£S, AS thllt Pl!B'.AllBLE. 

0 

~ . . . . .· 

jl.J.. 15. NEW ARtlCL! 1?. THE fORMtR ART?a.t 12 B!:COfltES THE NEV ARTICLE . 
~ . 

}j 17 v.nHOUT CHAllOt. 
Ju 
., 16. NEW ARTICLE ts, ALIAS JiORfllU ARTICLE J:S. THE OILY CHANGE IS 
J 

lo THE OM!SSIOll or THE \IORO -GUARAIT£F." FROM TH! EXPR£SSIOtt 
lw 
!~ "INTERNATIONAL GUARANT££ COPfftR!Nct• IH PARAGRAPHS B AND Ct IN 
lcn 
I<( i-1 PARAO~APH E OF' THE SAME ART ICl..S:, REPLACE •tHE ?RINCt?tr:' OF' RESPECT ,u 
l 

FOR SCVE~LIGNTY" JY "RESPECT FOR TH~ PR INCI?LZ OF SOVEf!EIGH!Y 

·~ OF' S0~1'H 1·JIETtlM1" ON "fHE :rnRTH VIETNMiE:SE P..::O?OSAL. ItJ l'ARAGn.~Pf.f 

LL. 
:(J) H OF THE: ~:iMl!E ARTICl.Et IU THE LA2! fh'f~ASE RSPL~CE "1'HE INT:!HH4TIOnAL 
(/) 

'<! d \.'P.rAR!tNTSE CONF"ERENCS .. WI!~{ •tH£ INTER NAT I0:1AL COtJFERENCE ?ROVtnED 

NEH ARTICLE J!) 9 ALIAS F"OfH1~R ftRT !CLE 14 • lN THE 'SSCOi'1D 

~ ?AP.AGRA?J-4 AFTER "THE u. 3. A. A~D TH£ DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
;or:( 
_J 

;u Of VIE'T~AM·, ADD •on 8EHALr OF TH£ PARTIES PARTICIPATING 

IN THE PARIS COMYF.RENCE ON VIETIAM, V!ll PRO?OSE, rrc.· 
0 
'W D. CHAPTER VI?• N~\i ARTICLE 2e, AllAS FORMER ARTICLE SS. PAAA­
;IJ.. 
.<I; 
tfl GRhPH cc VAL A) ((WILL SE>> MOOJYIED AS FOLLOWS1 •rH£ PARTlES 
~ . . 
_J 

·,. ' 
-· PM'tT lC!PAT ING IN T !1£ PAR IS CONF'ERENC! ON Vl£TfM"' Sl{ALL STR lCTLY 

~CT TllEIR OBL?GATtORS UNDER THJI: :.t'4 GENEVA AGR&:&tll!MTS ON 

CAMdOOIA ARO TH! l~S2 GENEVA AG!tttl9EITS OfL~AOS Alt> THE 
. .,.., . 

Q,, ,.. 
"' 

j 

c1 
l 

c-·1 
·:i/.·. ·. 0 
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"THI PAR ft IS PART IC IPAT ING ti· THI PAR IS COl,EREICE Oii Vl£tflAfll: 
... 

• '1,· 

' . 

'.) CMDDTAKI fO .CC VAL ·Rtl'RAIN) FROM· USlllG tHE _TtRRtrORY .oF CAMBODXA 
~ . . . . 

-~ AID THE TIRRITORY OF LAOS to tlr;ROACK_ o• tKI SOVE,.r:.IGrtY AID n . . . 
) SECURITY or ONE MIOTHER Atm OF OTH!"R COUITRtEs.• . _.:. 
J 

) Or1I1TE:1> FROM THE £Xl'RF.SSIOt' •rK£ THRE£ IffOOCHIH£St COUNTRIEs.­
J ·-
' " 
n 19. tlEW ART ICLi 2 t • THE fORMER ART ICL£S 
f) 
1. J NE\/ ARTICLES 21 AHO 22, WITHOUT CHANGE. 

16 ANrl 17 B!COMt THE 

CftAP!ER IX. THE JiOR~ER ARTICLE 113 BECOM£S THE NEY ARTICI.£ 

3 ?.3. TH£ LAST PHRASE, ·EuoSZQUENTLY A YRE:ff.CH Tl~T WILL BE PREPARED 
-
.L. 

g FOR REFER~NCt, ;.. HAS BEEN OMlTT£D~ 
t . 
_J 

J Tl 2-4 NOV 72 11272 
.. 

. · .>. 

91J8 

) - .. - . - ~ -....... ~. 
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"' · ~ r ~ j..-il" ''4 . .,..+.., 

I PL 86-36/5~ USC 36051 

Z ci CEXD 631Z 

5~ ,----, #8267 3291330 
·zNY~ 
Z 241329 NOV 72 
F'M DIR tJSA 
TO WHITE HOUSE (ATTN MR DAVID MCMANIS Fon S~RI£S CH£CK) 
ZEM 
T i P s • " R & r ~i1iil~H. "•Is r.... '*'mi.ii Oist. a],1 Ir n · 
EXCLUSIVE FOR DELTA CONTf~OL OFFICER 

WAR NI NG: THE COMH.JT CONTAINED Hl!.1H.:HJ IS Ut~USUALLY SENSITIVE. 
IF A USI3 !1:Eh3ER cor; ttIS SP£CIALLY DES!Gi~A'££D DEPUlY) l~PPROVES 

•. • ¥• .I 

-
-

-

-
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Tl-£ USE OF J:lIS COl·lPAR'L·iENTZu ITEr·. IN !A TO? SEC;:i:r CODE\'10J=:D 
PUBLICATION, TH?. ;:>;~::CI S~ COM! NT SOUR CE OR TAR GET (!;J HI CHE V£H 
IS SENSITIVE> SHOULD BE CONCEALED T 0 THE f·iAXI ViUi·~ Db:GR!!:E POSSIBLE.: 
AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SEP.IAL • 

.-JIN ALL OTHEH CASES, THIS [IJATERIAL ~iUST BE r·~AINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
·_.·SE CUR IT Y CONTROLS• 

·: TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
·.·NORMAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERI:::s 
·· DOLL-VND. PLEAS£!: ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 
:EXISTING DELTA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 

VIETNAMESE: (SOUTH> FRENCH, ENGLISH 
xxr··:ME NP01F0072329 
3/00/DOLL-VND/T ·72 

AMBASSADOR Lfl.M In ?ARIS RESPONDS TO QUERY BY PRESIDENT THIEu·s 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT 

xx cc 
· 1FP. PARIS: SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

DELEGATION; CC Vi3ASSAD ))R PHfl.1·1 
DANG LAM 23 NOV 72 240eH 

TO SAICON: PRESIDENT'S OFFICE; 
C CPR ESIDi :\T IAL SSI ST ANT)> 
HOANG DUC i•IHA FLASH 33/PDVN/Tl'J 

TOP SECRET. 
J'-:EFERENCE YOU~ TELEGRAf;j NUMBER 2762/PTT/JT DATED 24 NOV 72. 
:.IE PUT THAT QUESTIOM TO KISSINGER YESTERDAY CCAND)) HE RESPONDED 

THAT LE DUC THO HAD REJECTED IT ENTIRELY, AS CCHE DID)) THE sn:PLE 
FORMULA "ON THE BASIS o:,;E FOR ONE AND HETUR N TO THEIR nATIVE 
PLACES." 
TI 24 ~JOV 72 09432 
XXHH 
35(' 
#3267 

A"!> r:;:, !!'. '!1 
j.j•" ~· • . • j :..;t 

-

-

-
-
-
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~ I PL 86-36/50 USC 3605 I 
RELEASED FOR iR/\NSMISSION 

u. - . 
~~~I 1•0662 3290701 
< ZNY ~MNSrt - . . 
~ Z 2407'00Z NOV 72 ZYH 

FM OIQNSA 
TO "HITE HQUS~ (ATTN: MR. D, MCMANIS FOR A SER}ES CHECK) 
ZEM 

0 T i 12 i e e Ft i T a:'tleRA SECT I ON ONE OF THREE WHITE HOUSE ONL y 
wTRANSMlTTED HEREWITH IS A DELTA CONTRJLLED MESSAGE • . PLEASE ADVISE 
- IF A'-'Y L.tMITATloNS ON ·01STRlBUTIQN ARE REQUIRED. -THIS MESSAGE . 
~WAS TRANSMtTrtci TO THE WHIT~ Ao0sE ONLY. - -
·:J 3/00/DOl.L.•VNOiT -72 . -
'·-"VI ETNAMESES (SOUTH> FRENCH 
< SOUT~ VIETN~MESE REPORT TONE OF KISSl~GE~ BRIEFING. FEW SIGNI• 
~FICANT NaRT~ ~IET~AME~E CON~E~sloNs lN DRA~T CH~NGEs 

FR PARIS: DELEGATION; <<AMBASSADOR)) -· ·24 NOV ?2 0230z 
PHAM DANG CAM 

To SAIGON: ?RESIDE~TtS OFFICE; FLASH 32/POVN?TM 
- <<PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT,> 
:J HOANG OUC NriA: ALSO SENT TO 
, FOREIGN ~1N1STRY 
_:::TOP SECRET, . 
w IN ~ ToNE vERy G~AvE AND ~l~FERENT FROM THAT wH!CH HE EMPLOYED 
~YESTERDAY• <<DR. HENRY A.>> KISSINGER INFORMED US THAT• CONTRARY 
~To HIS EXPECTATloNS. THE NoRTH VIETNA~ESE MADE No IMPORTANT 
~CONCESSIONS TODAY EXcEPT THOS~ CONCER~ING THE DMZ <COEMILITARIZEO 

ZONE)) AND ?ROVlSJONS ON CAMBODIA ANO LOAS. HE RECOGNIZES TrlAT 
AFTER FOUR ~EETING~ WITH LE DUC THO • . HE H~S BEEN ~BCE TO OBTAIN 
ON~y A FE" ~ODJFICATloNs. ROUGHLy SPECAKING. ASlDE FROM THE NEW 

~~ORDING ON THE DMZ, WHICH. WITHOUT BEING TOTALLY SATISFACTORY. IS 
~BETTER TMAN TRE FO~ME~ TEXT• AND ON tAMB001A ANO [AOS. WHICH 
. ~ MENtJoNS EX?R~SSLY THE OBLIGATioNS oF NORfH VIETN~M OERIVEb 
: ((FRJ~ THE>> GENEVA AGREEMENTS OF 19S4 AND 1962, THE OTHER SIGN-
:? IF ICAl'.ST CHANGES CO~CERN: - . 
f. t. ARTICLES 1-ANO 9.c., WHICH NO LON~ER REFER PAR!l~ULARLY TO THE 
·'!;. u.s. -
~2· ARTICLE 7•• RES!ORATlON OF THE WORDS "DESTROYED" ANO nUSED UP"• 

REFERING TO THE REPLACMENT OF ~AR MATERIEL. 
3, ARTICLE 12;6. THE FUNCTIONS OF THE CNCR CCCOUNCIL FOR NATIONAL 
RECONCILIATION AND co~co~D>i NO LONG£R JNtLUOE ~M~INTENANCE OF 

~CEASEFIRE AND PRESERVATION OF PEACE," 
w 4, A~TICLE 14, BETTER ~ORDING, . 
- 5, A~f ICLE 20. NORTH VIETNAM AGREED TO o~~T THE "ORD •rHREE" FROM 
~ MTHREE INDOCHINESE COUNTRIES,• KISSI~GER INFORMED ·us THAT LE ouc 
~THO G~VE Hl~ · to U~OERSTAND THAT WE SMOULD NOT Ei~ECT ANY FURTHER 
~ "CONCESSIONS"-ON 1HE ~ART OF NORTH ViETNAM. KISSl~G~R URGENTLY 
~ REJUESTEO THAT WE . EXPLAIN ro OUR GOVERNMENT THE EXTREMELY SERIOUS 
~ SlTJATION T~E-u.s. GOVERNMENT ANO THE GOVERNMENT-(CO~ SOUTH)) 
VIET~AM ARE IN BECAUSE OF THIS STATE-~F A~FAIRS •. 
THREE POSSIBJLITJES ARE TO BE CONSIDE~ED. -ACCORDING TO KISSINGER, 
Fl~ST OPtIONi WE MAINTAIN OUR POSiTION IN FUL(, TMOS RISKING A 

BREAKDOWN l~ NEGOTIATIONS. IN - THIS CASE THE WAR WILL CONTIN~E WITH 
TH~ f~ESENT U1S1 SUPPORT FOR 2 OR 3 MONTH~, AET~R W~JCH WE CAN Bf 
CERjT~IN THAT M&~ITARY ASSISTANCE COULD NO LONGER BE MAINTAINED. 

SIE!c 0 ND 0 pr I 0 N ; 1¥ ~ AR f s AT I 5 F I E 0 ~q r H w AH T we HA v E 0 BT lq NE 0 - 0 N 
co~~ITION THA1 NoRTH VIETNAM GIVES c(US)) . SATISFACTION ON A FEw 
ADOlTIONAL POINTS. KISSINGER THINKS THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO -
REQUEST THE REINTRODUCTION OF-THE FO~~UL.A FOR O~MOBILiZATION 
ON A ~NE-FOR-ONE BASIS CBUT WITHnUT REFE~ENCE TO •RETURN To THEIR 
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ADDITIONAL POINTS. KISSINGER THINKS T~AT WE WILL BE ABLE TO 
REQUEST THE REINTRODUCTION OF-THE FO~~ULA FOR OEMOBILlZATION 
ON A ONE•FOR•bNE BASIS (BUT- WITHOUT ~EFERENCE 16 wRETURN TO THEIR 

.NATIVE Pt.ACC:SI" WHICH THE NO~TH-VIETNAMESE REJECT"CATEGORICAL.L.'<>•@ 
- AS WE~L AS ADDING !HE. TERM "E~UALLY A?POJNTED e·rTH~-!WO PARTIES" tr { (/~ 

AFTER T~E WORDS "THREE EQUAL SEGMENTS.• IN ANY CASE, SHOULD THE / 
~NORTH VIETNAMESE REFUSAL. LEAD-TO A BR£AKDOWN, WE WILL BE IN A . 
~BETTER PoSTUR~ To DENOUNCE !H~ co~MUNIST ~~o FAIT~ AND INTRANSIG-

~ EANCE ANO PROVE THAT T~E coM~UNISTS DJ Nol SINCERELY DESl~E PEACE 
~ (C VAL BUT> ON~Y (<DESIRE>> THE DEPARTURE-OF THE O.S, -
n THl~D OPTION: WE.ACCEPT THE- AGREEME~T IN ITS PRESENT FORM• WITH 
~AN UNDERSTANDING ACCOROlNG to WHICH WE AGREE TO FREE POLITICAL 
~ PRISo~ERS I~ £XCHANGE ((FOR. THE)) OE FACTO WITHDRAWA~ oF NORTH 
o VIETNAMESE UNITS IN MR <(MILITARY REGION>> l WITHIN A FRAMEWORK 

CALLED THE "REDEPLOYMENT OF THE FORC~S OF
0

LIBERATiON." IN THIS 
CASE, -wE WILL-DEMA~D THE WITO~AWAL o~ THE GREATEST POSSIBLE 

~NUMBER OF NORTH VIETNA~ESE TROOPS•• loo.ooo FOR~EXAMPLE. IF THE 
~NORTH VEITNAM~SE REFUSE SUCH AN UNDERSTANDING, THEY WILL BEAR 
- THE RESPONSiel~ITY.CCFOR THE>> BREAKDOWN ((IN NEGOTIATIONS>>: WHILE 
=IN THE FACE OF PUBLIC-OPINION~ WE WOULD At LEAST.HAVE MADE THE 
en MAXIMUM PROOF-OF OUR GOOoWILL. - - - . -
w KISSINGER DOES NOT HIDE HIS PREFERE~CE FOR THE SECOND OPTION FOR 
~THE FoLL.oWl~G 'REASONS: - - - - . 
~ FIRST, THE U.S. GOVERNMEN! WILL HAVE A SOLID BASIS FOR CONTINUED 
~ASSISTANCE To-THE GOVERNMENT ((Qf so~TH))-VIETNAM; -
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RElEA.SED FOR TRANSMISSIO~ 

J PL 86-36/50 USC 3605 I 

~ ii~ II #0SS3 3290701 
-ZN~ 
~ Z 240700Z NOV 72 ZYH 
en FM DI RNSA 
~TO WHITE HOUSE CATTN: MR. D. MCMANIS FOR A SEkIES CHECK) 
< ZEM 
_, T 9 P iS i Q R i I 11mapo SECTION TWO OF THl-(EE WHITE HOUSC: o:~LY 
u TRA~SMITTED HEREWITH IS A DELTA CJNTriOLLE~ M~SSAGE. PLEASE ADVISE 

IF ANY LIMITATIONS ON DISTRidUTION A~E riEGUihED. THIS ~iSSAGi 
WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE W~ITE HJUS2 ONLY. 
3/0J/uOLL-V'.IJD/T -72 

: SECO~J, FOR KISSI:JGEr< THt: QUESTIO:-J l)f l~Jt1TH VIET;·JAitlt::3C: TnuJP.3 
- IS 'JJT ~ DECISIVE FACT0H; FOH EVEN IF TH~ QUESTiu~ IS SiTTLED J~ 
!-?\PER, ~JOiHH VIETNAiYI ·wILL STILL ac: ABLE .~uI Tu CAnnY JuT ((fHC. 
; AGREEME~T>>, AS IN THE CASE OF LAOS. ((WHAT IS)) iSSE~TlAL IS 
~THAT THE U.S. GOVER~~ENT IS DC:TE~MINED TO riEACT ~ITH £XIn~~i 
4IJIOLE'JCE AGAHJST A:~Y VIOLATIO,'J ((uF THD) AGriEi.1•IC:1JT dY .. ~onTH 
...J'J!ET'JAM. KISSI:rnER, I:-J FACT, LED LE DUC THCJ Tu J,Ji)EnSTA;~i.) 
•.) CLC:l\RLY THIS POINT mJ SEVC:nAL OCCAS!Oi~S. 

SHOULD WE TAKE THE SECO~D JPTION, THE il.S. GOVifi~MENT WILL 
MAKE A U~ILATERAL STATEMENT J~ THE QUESTIO~ OF NOnTH VIiI~ANiSE 
T~OO?S, FOR WHICH THE: DRAFT CCTEXT)) FOLLOWS: 

~ "TH~ QUESTION OF VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES IN SOUTrlE VI~I~AM--
"THE U.S., WITH THE CO~CUri~EMCE OF THE hE?U3LlC JF VIEI~A~, 

~TAKES NOTC: OF THE FOLLO~ING STATEME~TS MADE av SPECIAL AJVISOn 
~LE DUG THO IN THE cau~s~ OF THE NEGOTIATIO~S WifH Dn. KIS3I~GEa: 
'" '"Oi-~E FORCES I~J SOUTH VIE:T~Al"1 THAT HAVE C0r'1C: FitJi'i :Jui\TH 
<VIETNAM CONSIST OF SJUTH VIETNAMESE WHJ fiEGttOUPEJ IN ;.JO!iTH 
~VIET~AM PLUS NORTH VIETNAMESE WHO WENT SOilTH AS VOLUNfEEriS A~D 
U ~GANIZED THEMSELVES INTO UNITS.(27 SEPTEMBER 197~>' 

"'THE REGULAR ARMY OF NOHTH VIETNAM IS IN NOnTH VIETNAM. 
C27 SEPTEMBER 1972)' 

"'NOT ONLY SHOULD MILITARY EFFECTIVES BE rlEDUCiD, aur THE 
o SOLDIERS SHOULD BE DEMOBILIZED AND RETURNED TO THEIR IMTIVE 
~PLACE. (10 OCTOBER 1972>' 
~ "'WE PUT DOWN A PROVISION SAYING THAT THE WAY TO riEU~IFY 
~THE COUNTRY IS THROUGH PEACEFUL MEANS AND STEP-BY-STEP rtESTORATION 
~ rHR~UGH AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES. THEN HOW CAN THEriE BE A 
c USE JF MILITARY MEANS av ONE SIDE .AGAINST THE OTHER SIDE? 
-' C27 SEPTEM3ER 1972)' 
u "'AFTER THE RESTORATIO~ UF PEACE ((Q WD G)) THE E~FOnCEME~T 

OF :", CEASEFirtE CC VAL IF TH£) TiiJO SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES AriE 
JOLl1J BY A REAL SPIRIT OF PEACE AND WANT TO PHESEhVE LASTING 
PE~~~;THEN THIS QUESTION CA~ BE RESOLVED EASILY. C27 SEPTEMBErl 1972)' 

i.l'fH u.s.' '.YITH THC: cor~CUkf(ENCE OF THE REPUdLIC OF VI~TNAM, 
BIUP.1ETS THESE STATEMENTS AS MEANING THAT NOriTH VIETiMM DOES 
:-JiJT yLUM THE RIGHT TO MAINTAIN ARMED FO_RCES 11~ SOUTH VIETNAM.· . . 
A.3 K THE U.S. MJD THE REPUaLIC OF VIETNAM, ARTICLE 13 OF THE- · 
AG~~EME~T, WITH REGARD TO ilEMOaILISATION, AND AHTICLE 15, WITH 
REGA~D TO THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE, MAKE CLEAR THAI Nd OUTSIDE·.STATE 
~'5 THE RIGHT TO MAI~TAIN FOHCES IN SOUTH VIETNAM A~D NO PhUVISION 
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IN ~HE A~REEMENT IM~LIES SUCH A RIGHT. THIS CONStITUiES ONE OF IHE 
ESSENTIAL PREMISES ON WHICH THIS" AGREEMENT IS BASED." r· 

· MANY TIMES KISSINGER INSISTED ON THE FACT THAT CONTitrnED SUPPORT @ 
SY THE U.S. GOVERNM~NT, CONGRESS, AND CCPUSLIC>> OPINION IS MORE 

o IMPORTANT FOR THE GOVERNMENT CCOF SOUTH>> VIETNAM THAN SATISFACT!O[~ (~ ~: 
~CONCERNING CLAUSES IN THE AGREEMENT. . 
~ WE REMINDED CCHIM)) THAT IT IS THE NORTH VIETNAMESE INTRANSIGEANCE 
;;; WHICH IS THE CAUSE OF THE PRESENT SERIOUS SITUATION CONCERIUNG 
~NEGOTIATIONS~ KISSI~GER STATED THAT HE HAS NO INTENTION OF BLAMING 
<IT ON THE GOVERNMENT ((OF SOUTH)) VIETNAM, auT THE FACT IS THAT 
~THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AND.THE GOVERNMENT CCOF SOUTH>> VIETNAM CCNOW>> 
UFACE THE NECESSITY OF CHOOSING BETWEEN THESE THREE OPTIONS. WE 

ALSO STRESSED THAT IT IS MORE DIFFICULT NOW THAN IN OCTOBER TO 
ACCEPT AN AGREEMENT WHICH ALMOST THE SAME AS THE INITIAL D~AFT4 I~ 
EFFECT, ON THE ONE HAND, HANOI HAS ALREADY kEVEALED THE TENOk 

~OF THIS AGREEMENT, CCWHILE>> ON THE OTHER HAND, THE POPULATIO~ 
- OF SOUTH VIETNAM HAS MANIFESTED ITS UNANIMOUS OPPOSITIO~ PRINCIPALLY 
~AGAINST THE ABSENCE OF ANY MENTION nELATIVE Tu THE wITHDRAWL OF 
;;; ~ORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS AND AGAINST THE DISGUISED COALITION 
~FORMULA. WE RECALLED THAT PRESIDENT NIXON HIMSELF STATED THAI 
<THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WILL NEVE~ SIGN THE AGREEME~T AS LO~G AS 
~THE AM3IGUITIES SUBSIST AND THE VITAL QUESTIO~S REMAIN UN~ESOLVED, 
U WHICH IS THE CASE WITH THE PKESENT DRAFT, FOLLOWING IHE HEFUSAL OF 
CO~MUNISTS TO BRING IN THE NECESSA~Y CHANGES. KISSI~GEn ST~IiD THAI 
HE UNDERSTANDS PERFECTLY OUk INTEK~AL PnOdLEMS, auT TrlAT IT IS 
A MATTER OF CHOICE RENDE~ED CC VAL INESCA?A3LE> dY P0LICifICAL 

? R~ALITIES I~ THE U.S. 
- WE ASKED KISSINGER ~HETHEk THE CALENDAh GIVE~ dY CCU.S. UEPUTY 
~ ~ATIO~AL SECURITY ADVISER)) GENERAL CCALEXANDEk ~.)) H~IG, ~LlhI~G 
~~IS RECENT VISIT TO SAIGON, HAD dEEN SENT ro L~ DUC TH0. Hf 
~ ~~S~ERE~ AFFIRMATIVELY. WE EXP~ESSED OUh CO~C~R~ A~0 POINI~0 UUT 
~THAT THE CO~MUNISTS HAVE PLAYED AND CO~TI~UE IO PLAY O~ THE 
~ J~ADLI~E SET 3Y THE U.S. KISSINGErl rl~TOrlTED aY CLAIMI~G THAI FOh 
J THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IH~RE IS NO DEADLINE ~XCEPI THAI uF NEXT 3 JA~UAhY 
FIR~LY SET BY NORTH VIETNAMESE. 
35{) 
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oTO WHITE HOUSE <ATTN: MR~ D. MCMANIS FOR A SERIES CHECK) 
WZEM 
Li:T 8 P 8 E 8 M El T ~Ml!JM:\ FINAL SECTION OF THREE WHITE HOUSE ONLY 
(/)TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A DELTA CONTROLLED MESSAGE. PLEASE ADVISE 
mIF ANY LIMITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE 
<WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY • 
...J3/00 /DO LL-VN D /T -72 
U WE THEN ASKED KISSINGER WHETHER HE FORESEES FURTHER MEETINGS 

\oJ I TH THE . N 0 RT H VI E T NA ME SE • K I SS I NG ER I N F 0 R ME D US TH AT HE \II ILL A SK 
TO MEET CCl WO G)) IN A TETTE-A-TETE WITH LE DUC THO IN ORDER TO 
WARN HIM ABOUT THE SUBJECT OF THE RISK OF AN IMMINENT BREAKDOWN 
CCIN NEGOTIATIONS>> IF NORTH VIETNAM MAINTAINS ITS INTRANSIGEANCE. 

0HE WILL LET LE DUC THO UNDERSTAND THAT IN THIS CASE THE U.S. 
~GOVZRNMENT "WILL REACT WITH VIOLEN1 MEANS." KISSINGER WILL PROPOSE 
~TO LE DUC THO A FIFTH MEETING FOR NOON ON SATURDAY. IF THERE IS 
(J)ANY PROGRESS, HE WILL STAY UNTIL MONDAY AT THE LATEST. IF NOT, HE 
OOWILL RETURN TO WASHINGTON ON SUNDAY MORNING. 
< HE GAVE US AN APPOINTMENT FOR TOMORROW AT 1830 HOURS AND ASKED dus TO BRING THE RESPONSE OF OUR GOVERNMENT ON THE THREE OPTIONS 

ENUMERATED ABOVE AS WELL AS ANY SUGGESTIONS OUR GOVERNMENT 
CCMAY HAVE)) FOR MEETING THIS SITUATION. 

KISSINGER ADDED THAT, ACCORDING TO HIS SOURCES, HAWOI IS MORE 
I~TRANSIGEANT AT THIS TIME BECAUSE IT IS SURE TO BE ABLE TO PLAY 

(ilN THE DZADLINE OF 3 JANUARY TO RENDER INEVITABLE A CONFRONTATION 
~ETWEEN SAIGON AND WASHINGTON. 
~ IN VIEW OF THE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT CONSEQUENCES OF ONE OR 
-ANOTHER OF THE THREE OPTIONS LEFT TO US, WE SUGGEST REPLYING TO 
mKISSINGER THAT BOTH THE U.S. AND CCSOUTH)) VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENTS 
<WILL HAVE TO CONSULT EACH OTHER IN ORDER CB VAL TO ARRIVE> AT 
...JA COMMJN POSITION IN THE FACE OF THIS NEW SITUATION. FOR 
UTHIS REASON, ANOTHER SERIES OF MEETINGS BETWEEN KISSINGER AND 

LE DUC THO MAKES IMPERATIVE THE TIME TO PERMIT CONSULTATIONS 
BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND SAIGON. THESE CONSULTATIONS CAN BEGIN 
DURING THE FORTHCOMING VISIT OF SPECIAL ASSISTANT NGUYEN 
PHU DUC IN WASHINGTON. 
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24 November 1972 

#22 To Paris from Saigon 

Saigon reiterated its stand that the two key issues, 
withdrawal of NVN troops and the formation and prerogatives 
of the National Council of Concord and Reconciliation, 
remain unresolved and that these two points represented 
life or death for 17 million South Vietnamese. Until such 
time as agreement on these points was achieved, Saigon 
believed it could no longer make any initiatives, and that 
a strategic decision would have to be made since it affected 
the survival of the South Vietnamese Nation. The SVN 
delegation was told to advise Kissinger of the decision of 
the SVN Government and "ask him one last time if he has 
explained to the North Vietnamese" Thieu's proposals of 
19 Novexnber. 

DELTA ·CGNTROLLE;D ITEM 
·I"·' 
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#23 

•1'op SECRET UMBRA 
OELTA-·eoNTROLLED-ITEM 

. LfMIR~.J~~ISfRIBtlTIOt~ 

To Saigon from Paris 24 November 1972 

This message consisted of the text of a message 
President Nixon sent to Mr. Kissinger in Baris for his use 
and forwarding (unless Kissinger had strong feelings other­
wise) to President Thieu. President Nixon's message 
indicated that the domestic political situation could bring 
about a cut off of all military and economic assistance 
as early as 1 February 1973. The message went on to say that 
there is strong sentiment for the U.S. to go it alone and 
make a separate deal with NVN for the'-return of our POWs. 
Also, the President reiterated his determination to take 
massive action against NVN in the event they break the 
agreement, indicated that we had reached a crossroads because 
of the political reality in the U.S., and opined that the 
option of continuing the war was no longer open. 

:FeP SEGRE+ lJMBR;~ 
DiLTA~ COMTROLLED ~ l=FEM 

. L.l .. 41tED _ C~StRHiUl10l>J 
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24 November 1972 

#24 To Saigon from Paris 

This message reviews a meeting between Mr. Kissinger 
and South Vietnamese delegate Nguyen Phu Due and Pham Dang Lam 
conducted on the 24th. According to the message, Mr. 
Kissinger informed Le Due Tho in an hour long private session 
that a breakdown in negotiations by North Vietnam would lead 
to massive retaliation by the U.S. Although both Kissinger 
and Tho had agreed to meet on the 25th, Kissinger was planning 
to ask that the session be cancelled and postponed one week 
because to hold the session under the present circumstances 
would lead to a breakdown in negotiations. 

Kissinger warned that by Thursday evening SVN will have 
to decide between going forward together with the U.S. or to 
go its separate way, in which case the U.S. would make 
separate arrangements for release of POW's, and aid to SVN 
would be cut off. Kissinger insisted that Due be in Washington 
as soon as possible to meet with President Nixon, and offered 
Due a trip to Washington on his plane. Kissinger indicated 
that it would do no good to use Nixon's adversaries, since they 
would criticize President Nixon but would not support you (SVN). 
The options open to SVN according to Kissinger were to 1) 
rejected everything; 2) accept the draft agreement with a few 
modifications; or 3) give satisfaction to the Communist side 
on the political prisoners issue in exchange for a de facto 
withdrawal. The SVN delegate reiterated their previous 
concerns, including their proposal of 19 November. Kissinger 
repeated that Le Due Tho rejected it on the pretext that there 
were no NVN troops in SVN. 

The message closed with an urgent plea from the SVN 
delegate that the SVN government "take a clear and distinct 
position. 11 

t•"<., .. , I • ~.. r 'I .. - .. .. .\ 
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25 November 1972 

#25 To Paris from Saigon 

Presidential Assistant Hoang Due Nha in Saigon asked 
the Paris delegates to tell Dr. Kissinger to continue to 
fight for the two SVN points. Unity of purpose was urged, 
"throwing in the sponge" was condemned, and the gravity of 
the situation (life and death for SVN) was stressed. 

The presentation or this appeal directly to Kissinger 
prior to his meeting with Le Due Tho was £or inclusion in 
the SVN official archives. 

Nguyen Phu Due was to remain in Paris until he received 
orders from President Thieu . 

• •""". :'": ;·• •• ~~ .~ ·","" "• • -, ; I •· • • • 
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24 November 1972 

#26 To Saigon from Paris 

Special Presidential Assistant Nguyen Phu Due submitted 
the following evaluations to Saigon: 

1. Although there is truth to the claim of lack of 
congressional support on the question of aid, the U.S. 
government does.not want to create support. Nguyen Phu Due 
argued that there was no support for operations in Cambodia 
in 1970 nor for renewed bombing and mining of NVN, but such 
operations were conducted. 

_ ... t :r.x • 

2. Forced to choose between signing the proposed 
agreement or withdrawal of U.S. aid, SVN should choose to die 
as martyrs for the cause £or which they have fought so long. 

3. If the U.S. wants to negotiate for the return of 
their POW's, SVN will be ready to offer all assistance, i.e. 
offering to free 38,000 political prisoners. 

4. Withdrawal of U.S. troops is not a problem. 

5. SVN should ask the U.S. not to attack it publicly 
since this would bring counter-attacks. 

Nguyen Phu Due asked for Thieu's approval of these 
evaluations and asked for final instructions before departing 
for Washington. In regard to Kissinger's complaint that SVN 
newspapers were attacking him, Nguyen Phu Due was of the 
opinion that regardless of the merit of the accusations 
the matter should not be inflamed. 

. ~1! ~.~ ~ k.~ '?.~·3. "M, •:• 
-~".· . ...;, J ...... :£ . .".:~ ';.. -:~j_;' ~ 
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25 Nov 72 

To: Paris Fr: Saigon 

Referring to a previous telephone conversation, Saigon 
asked Pham Dang Lam to stress to their friend, presumably Mr. 
Kissinger, that nobody in Saigon had said anything, in fact, 
Saigon had had the information ministry deny UPI dispatches 
saying Saigon attacked Kissinger. 

Ta: Saigon Fr: Paris 25 Nov 72 

This message consisted of the text of a Pham Dang Lam 
memorandum delivered to Kissinger at 0915 25 November. The 
memorandum dited communist negativism, intransigence and 
a disregard for SVN views. It stressed that since the 
communists cons&der negotiations just another aspect of the 
fighting "our side must meet the challenge in pursuing our 
common efforts'.' Mr Kissinger was urged to push for the two 
SVN points so that the immense sacrifice of SVN and the US 
will not have been in vain. The memo closed with an 
acknowledgement of US political problems and SVN appreciation 
for the past efforts of the US government to secure congressional 
and public support for a "just peace". 

, ,. ···r; 8iZraL.:h _,... ... : ...... . .. ~ '··4 \ ~1·.,., r-:~ ~:~.: ~!·, .. ~r:·.·.:~~h~.:: ~ 
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CONTROLLED 
25 Nov 72 

#29 To;Saigon From: Paris 

Pham Dang Lam informed Saigon that he had delivered a 
memorandum (see previous item) to Kissinger at 0915 on the 25th. 
At that time, Kissinger advised Lam that he would remind Tho 
that the two (SVN) questions are the cause of the present dead­
lock. Kissinger further indicated that in view of the attitude 
of the SVN government, he would discuss procedural as opposed 
to substantive matters with Tho ~o avoid a possible breakdown. 
Tho agreement to a new series of meetings might not be forth­
coming according to Kissinger and again warned SVN of the 
consequences. Kissinger cited a press report covering the last 
Kissinger-Tho meeting and asked that Saigon stop revealing 
what he has communicated to the South Vietnamese on negotiations. 
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TOP SECRET 

REFERENCE YOUR CABLE NR5. 31/PDVtHCl>> AND 32/PDVNCCD>. 

FOLLOWING DELIBERATIONS BY THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ooAND TAKING INTO ACCOUNT YOUR SUGGESTIONS, I HAVE THE HONOR TO 
Ul 
<(INFORM YOU OF THE F'OLLOWING • 
.J 
u J, THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM STATES THAT THE TWO 

THE ~ POINTS FOR .A JUST PEACE A ND AN HO NOR ABLE OOLUT ION OF 

CtFLICT, WHICH ARE ALSO THE POINTS OF LIFE OR DEATH FOR 17 

MILLION SOUTH VIETNAMESE--NAMELY, THE RETREAT Of NORTH 

VIETNAMESE TROOPS AND THE FORMATION AND PREROGATIVES OF THE CNCR 

.((NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CONCORD AND RECONCILIATION>>--ARE NOT YET 

RESOLVED, ON THE CONTRARY, NORTH VIETNAM STILL REMAINS INTRANSIGENT 
0 
!:!:! AND STILL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO STAY IN SOUTH VIETNAM EVEN AFTER 
1.1.. 
ffiTHE GENEROUS PROPOSAL MADE BY PRESIDENT CCTHIEU>> AND TRANSMITTED 
Ul :5 TO THE U ,S • GOVERNMENT 0 N 19 NOVEMBER, THE SUBST ANGE OF WHICH WAS 

U COMNUNICATED TO YOU IN MY WIRE NR. 2749/PTT/BT/TMCCl)). ON 

THE OTHER HAND NORTH VIETNAM STILL ADHERES TO THE CNCR AS A 

O "COW CAAU CHINH QUYEEN"CC2>> WITH THREE EQUAL MEMBERS, THE CNCR 

~-AT LOWER LEVELS, GENERAL ELECTIONS, ETC., NOT INCLUDING THE 

-ill DEMAND THAT PRESIDENT CCTHIEU> > RE~IGN. THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH 

j VIETNAM REAFFIRMS THAT AS LONG AS THESE TWO KEY PROBLEMS ARE NOT 
u 

RESOLVED WE CAN NO LONGEH l1JAl<E «ANY)) IIHTIATIVES. IF HANOI 

AGREES TO MODIFY ITS POSITION ON THESE POINTS, THEN THERE IS 

Q HOPE AND WE CAN CONSIDER OTHER MODIFICATIONS. 
w 
LL 2. IN LIGHT OF HANOI'S INTRANSIGENCE AND THE IMPOSSIBILITY -
~OF GETTING THEM TO COOPERATE, THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM 
<( 

·.J DEEMS THAT THE DECISION TO BE MADE IS Of' A STRATEGIC NATURE, 
u 

ESPECIALLY SINCE IT AFFECTS THE SURVIVAL OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

NATION. CONSEQUENTLY, THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT FEELS THAT 

~A STRATEGIC DECISION TO DECIDE UPON THE STRATEGY FOR AND NATURE 

-
LL OF PEACE AND WAR IS ESSENTIAL BETWEEN THE TWO PRESIDENTS OF 
Ul 
~SOUTH VIETNAM AND THE UNITED STATES. IN THIS CONTEXT, THE 

d PRESIDENT «THIEU>> WILL GIVE THE NECESSARY INSTRUCTIONS FOR 

NGUYEN PHU DUC IN VIE~J OF HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH ((PRESIDENT)) NIXON. 
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( . ... ._, 

"' 

<·• 
,, -
~~ 
1-- -

'" (fl 
:::i 

t; 
z 
IU 
l'.l 
...:( 

. .J 
<( 
z 
n: 
Ill 
~-
·~ 

r·· 
0 ... 
~ 
a: 
0 
•l. 
lfi 

I 
I 

,. 
:1: 

'" 1: 
"' 

"· _., 
<"• 
I~ .. , 
I ... ,. 
"' 
"' () 
j;· ,, 
() ,., 

11: 
n 
J· 
/ 

'" :: 
;." 
n: 

'" f; 
l~ 

-·, 
·:· 

'i 



Doc ID: 6549596    Doc Ref ID: A504075

0 THIS EVENING' MEETING WITH US AT 1900 HOURS. w 
LL 
U) 
tn 
•:{ 
_J 

u 

"24 NOVEMBER 1972. 

"TO HENRY A. KISSINGEh 

"F'ROM THE PRESIDENT 

0 
W "I HAVE CHECKED TOUAY AS TO THE ATTIDUE OF TH~ LEADING 
LL 

m UEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS WHO SUPPORT US IN THE SENATE ON 
-1'. 
_J 

U VIETNAM. IN PREPARING F'OR THE CONSULTATION CB VAL IS TO TAKE> 

PLACE ONCE AGREEMENT rs REACHED, WE HAVE INFORMED THEM 

0 
W OF' THE KEY PROV IS IONS IN THE OCTOBER 8 AGREEMENT CC:>) THE HET URN 
LL 
U) 

: ~ OF' OUR POW' S, A CEASEr IRE, AND A FORMULA UNDEt< WHICH THIEU 
_J 

u 
RE AINS IN POWER AND ALL SOUTH VIETNAMESE HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY 

T PARTICIPATE IN A ~HEE ELECTION TO DETERMINE WHAT GOVERNMENT 

THEY WANT F'OR THE r UT URE. THE RE SULT OF TH IS CHECK IND I CATES 

THAT THEY WERE NOT ONL~ UNANIMOU~ ~UT VEHEM~NT IN STATING 

O THEIR CONCLUSIONS THAT IF SAIGON IS THi ONLi ROADBLOCK FOR 
w 
LL REACHING AGREEMENT, 0 N TH IS DAS IS THEY WILL PER SONA LL Y LEAD 
(/) 
(/) 

5THE F'IGHT WHEN THE NEW CONGhESS RE~ONVENES ON JANUARY 3 
u 

TO CUT OFF ALL MILITARY AND ECONOMIV ASSISTANCE TO 

O SAIGON. MY EVALUATION IS THAT THE DATE OF' THE CUT-OFF WOULD BE 
w 
LL 

'(I) FEBRUARY~ THEY fi'URTHEH BEL!EVE THAT UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES WE HAVE 
_ lJ) 
<( d NO CHOICE BUT TO GO IT ALONE AND TO MAKE A SE!ARATE DEAL WITH NORTH 

VIETNAM F'OH THE KETURN OV OUR POW' AND F'OR OUR WITHDRAWAL. THESE 

~ARE MEN WHO HAVE LOYALLY SUPPORTED THE IJ•E• ON 3 NOVEMBER, CAMBODIA, 

LL 
m LAOS, AND 8 MAY. THEY HAVE GREAT AFFECTION FOR THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE m 
<( 

d PEOPLE AND GHEAT RESF~~T FOH PHESIDENT CCTHIEUJ) PERSONALLY, BUT THEY 

POINT OUT THAT THE VOTES IN THE SENATE THIS PAST YEAR FOR APPROA-

0 
W PRIATIONS FOR SUPPORT OF THE EFFORT rn V!ETNAM HAVE BEEN WON ONLY BY 
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(f) 
ff) GREAT EFFORT AND BY VERY SMALL MARGINS. THEY ALSO !JOINT OUT THAT 
-1. 
_J 
U THIS TIME THE HOUSE L;ANNOT Sf\IJE APPt(OPR IAT lONS, nEL;AIJSE THE S~NATE 

WOULD BLOCK ANY HOUSE MOVE TO RESTORE Fn~lDS WHICH, INCIDENTALLY~ IN 

0 
W VIEW OF THE MAKE- P OF THE ~ff\•J HOIJSE, IS HIGHLY UMLIJ<ELY, 
LL 

lfl 
~BY SIMPLY LETTING THE APPROPRIATIONS BILL DIE IN CO~.JFERENCE. THIS 
_J 

u 
MESSAGE, UNLESS You HAVE STRONG FEELINGS OTHERWISE, SHOULD BE PASSED 

Or THROUGH THE SOUTH VIET NAME SE NEU OT !ATOR S TO THIEU, TELL HIM THE FAT 

rs IN THE FIRE. IT rs TIME TO FISH OR CUT DAIT. WE DO NOT WANT TO GO 

IT ALONE. I PERSONALLY ltJANT TO STAND lU THIEU AND THE SOUTH VEITNAMESE 

O GOVERNMENT BUT AS I HAVE TOLD HIM rn THREE SEPARATE MESSAGES, WHAT 

w 
~REALLY COUNTS IS NOT THE AGR~EMENT BUT MY DETERMINATION TO TAKE 
(j) 
(j) 

5 MASSIVE ACTION AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM IN THE EVENT THEY BREAK THE 

u 
AGREEMENT. THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN THE SOUTH MEAN ABSOLUTELY 

O NOT HIN G IN T HAT EVENT UAL IT Y. IF T HE Y < C IJ ti L HAD N 0) F 0 R CE S 
w 

. LL 
lfl THERE AT ALL 
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.:.( 

~AND I REFUSED TO ORDER AIR RETALIATION ON THE NORTH WHEN INFILTRATION 
() 

STARTED TO BEGIN, THE WAR WOULD BE RESUMED AND THI!: OUTCOME WOULD BE 

1·1 
111 VERY MUCH IN DOUBT. YOU MUST TELL THIEU TH~T I FEEL l•JE HAVE NOW 
\l_ 

1n 
(f) REACHED THE CROSSROADS, WHETHER HE TRUSTS ME AND SIGNS l•JHAT I HAVE 
·...i.. 
~ 

U DETERMINED IS THE BEST AGREEMENT WE CAN GET AND WE HAVE TO GO IT 

t'l 
IJJ 

ALONE AND END OUR OWN INVOLVEMENT IN THE WAR IN THE BEST TERMS WE 

iL CAN GET. I DO NOT CC VAL GIVE) HIM THIS VERY TOUGH OPTION BY PERSONAL 

(J) 
(j) 
·-{DESIRE, BlIT BECAUSE OF THE POLITICAL REALITY IN THE UNITED STATES • 
. J 
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THE SENATE aY RESOLUTION AND DIRECTIVE TO THE PRESIDENT ouRj.NG THIS 

c 
!!!LAST SESSION INDICATED THEY THOUGHT WE OUGHT TO ACCEPT. TELL THIEU 
11. -Ul 
~I CANNOT KEEP THE LID ON HIS STRONG SUPPORTERS IN THE HOUSE ANO SENATE 
.J 

UMUCH LONGER. THEY ARE TERRIBLY DISTURBED BY WHAT THEY READ AND HEAR 

ABOUT OF SAIGON. IT IS TIME FOR US TO DE CC DE TO GO FORWARD TOGETHER 
0 
IJJ 
~OR TO GO OUR SEPARATE WAYS. IF WE GO SEPARATE WAYS, ALL THAT WE FOUGHT 
-Ul 

~FOR SO ~ANY YEARS WILL BE LOST. IF ON THE OTHER HAND, HE WILL JOIN US 
.J 
u 

IN GOING FORWARD ON THE COURSE I HAVE LAID OUT, WE CAN, OVER THE LONG 

PULL , WIN A VERY SIGNIFICANT VICTORY. THE THIRD OPTION OF OUR TRYING 
0 
w 
!;:!:: TO CONT I NUE TO GO FORWARD TOGETHER Of\J THE BASIS OF CONT I NU I NG THE WAR 
ID 
(/) 

<( IS SIMPLY NOT OPE hi. THE OOOrl HAS BEEN SLA;viiv:EO SHUT AND FA ST BY THE . .J 
u 

LONG TIME SUPPORTERS OF THE HARD LINE IN VIETNA~ IN THE HOUSE AND 

0 sENATE WHO CONTROL THE PURSE STRINGS." 
.W -
~A TELEGRAM WILL FOLLOW ON OUR CONVERSATION WITH KISSINGER AFTER 
(/) 
(/) 

~THE MEET ING. 
u 
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V> TO WHITE HOUSE/CATTN: MR. D. MCMANIS FOR A SERIES CHECK) 
< ZEM 
~ T 8 P 8 E 8 R E T tH1BRA BEl:::TA 88fffR81::1:::EB ITEP4 SECTION ONE OF' TWO 

3/00/DOLL- V ND/T - 72 
TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAM DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. PLEASE 
ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. 

o THIS MESSAGE WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITEHOUSE ONl..Yo 
UJ VIET NAME SE C SOUTH> FRENCH --
- KISSIOOER TO POSTPONE WORK MEETING WITH LEDUC THO ONE WEEK, 
~ PRESSES SOUTH VIETNAMESE FOR OPTION DECISION 
V> F'R PARIS: DELEGATION; CCAMBASSADOR)) 
V> PHAM DA f'll LAM 
< TO CC SAIGON:)) PRESIDENT• S OFF'ICE; 24 NOV 72 2330Z FLASH 35/PDVN/TM 
_. ((PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT>> HOAOO DUC NHA 
u TOP SECRET. 

ACCOMPANIED BY ((SOUTH VIETNAMESE PRESIDENTIAL)) ASSISTANT 
flnUYEN PHU DUC, WE HAD A MEET!~ TODAY WITH CCDR. HENRY A.)) KIS-

o SUllER F'ROM 1830 CCHOURS>) TO 2030 CCHOURS)) • KISSINGER BEGAN BY 
UJ ASKit-6 US WHAT ANSWER WE HAD RECEIVED CC VAL F'ROM> SAIGON PURSUANT 

~ z~~~so~o~~~:I~~~~2~Ey~::;~¥~;BT~~.G~¥~s~~E~ ~:~~~~~~~ ei~~LiHE 
<n DISCONTENT CCWHILE)) READIOO THE MEMO. 
V> HE THEN DREW FROM HIS POCKET A MESSAGE ADDRESSED TO HIM BY 
<PRESIDENT NIXON AND WHICH HE READ TO US. AFTERWARDS HE INFORMED 
-'US THAT HE HAD MET CB VAL LEDUC> THO TODAY IN PRIVATE CONVERSA­
u TION F'OR AN HOUR TO LET HIM KNCM THAT A BREAKDOWN IN NEGOTIATIONS 

BY NORTH VIETNAM WOULD LEAD TO MASSIVE RETALIATION BY THE U. S. 
KlSSIMlER AND THO 1-lc\D AGREED TO HOLD CCI WD G)) A WORK SEESION 

0 TOMORROW AT NOON. HOWEVER, INASMUCH AS THE MESSAGE WHICH WE GAVE 
UJ HIM TODAY DOES NOT CONTAIN THE CCSOUTH>> VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT'S 
- ANSMER ON THE THREE OPTIONS, HE IS PLANNING TO ASK THAT THE SESSION 
~BE CANCELLED F'OR TOMORROW AND POSTPONED ONE WEEK. ACCORDIOO TO HIM, 
V> TO HOLD THE SESSION TOMORROW UNDER THE PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD 
(/)RESULT IN A BREAKDOWNCCIN THE NEGOTIATIONS>). HE WILL MEET LE Due 
<THO TOMORRCM IN ANOTHER PRIVATE CONVERSATION TO ASK TO POSTPONE THE 
-' MEETil'll UNTIL NEXT SATURDAY. HE CB VAL WARNED) US THAT BETWEEN NOW 
u AND THURSDAY EVENIOO OUR GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE TO ANSWER CLEARLY CAS 

TO)) WHICH OPTION WE SHALL CHOOSE. HE TOLD US UNEQUIVOCALLY THAT: 
•wE HA VE REACHED A CROSSROAD; WE \II ILL GO FORWARD TOG ET HER OR WE 
WI~ GO OUR SEPARATE WAYS. IF YOU DO NOT GO ALOOO WITH US, WE WILL 
HA A SEPARATE ARRAMJEMENT WITH NORTH VIETNAM ON THE RELEASE Of 
PCM• SAND THE WITHDRAWAL OF' U.S. TROOPS. IN THIS CASE U.S. AID TO 
SO H VIETNAM WILL BE CUT OFF'." 

SSIM3ER ADDED,"YOU ARE PLAYIOO A DELAYIOO GAME ON AN INFLEX­
IBLE DEADLINE; TIME IS RUNNI~ OUT FOR YOU. NOW DEBATE IS SENSE­
LESS, MEMORA NOA ARE FUTILE, A ND WORK I 00 SESSIONS ARE USELESS."' 

KISSIN3ER OFFERED ASSISTANT OOUYEN PHU DUC AND AMBASSADOR(CTRAN 
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KIM)) PHUOOO A TRIP TO WASHIOOTON TOMORROW AFTERNOON ON HIS PLANE. 
HE REASSERTED THAT PRESIDENT NIXON WILL RECEIVE DUG AS SOON AS HE 
ARRIVES. DUC DECLINED THIS INVITATION, SAYING THAT THE DATE OF' HIS 

0 DEPARTURE FROM PARIS F'OR WASHIOOTON CANNOT BE SET UNTIL AFTER 
w RECEIVIOO FINAL INSTRUCTIONS FROM PRESIDENT CCTHIEU)). KISSIOOER 
- INSISTED ON THE PRESENCE OF DUC IN WASHIOOTON AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, 
~ SUSPECTIOO A DILATORY MANEUVER ON OUR PART. ··vou ARE ON YOUR OWN 
V> TIME; YOU ARE PLAYitll WITH FIRE," HE TOLD DUC. HE SAID AGAIN AND 
V> REPEATED MA NY TIMES THAT NEXT THURSDAY:"YOU WILL GO WITH US OR 
<(YOU WILL DESTROY YOURSELF." 
-1 IN A NY CA SE, A F'TER THURSDAY THE COURSE OF' EVE NT S WILL BE IRR E-
u VERSIBLE. KISSIM3ER WILL LEAVE WASHIOOTON NEXT F'RIDAY F'OR PARIS 

CCI WD G)) WILL BE THE LAST MEETI~. HE CC VAL CALLED TO OUR ATTN­
TION> T~T IT WILL DO NO GOOD TO USE NIXON'S ADVERSARIES, WHETHER 

o THEY BE FROM THE EXTREME RIGHT, THE EXTREME LEF'T, OR THE PRESS, TO 
w ATTACK THE DRAFT AGREEMENT, IT WILL NOT BE THESE PEOPLE WHO WILL 
: BE' ABLE TO SAVE SOUTH VIETNAM. THEY CRITICIZE PRESIDENT NIXON BuT 
- THEY DO NOT SUPPORT YOU. NEXT JANUARY YOU WILL KNOW WHO ARE YOUR 
V> FRIENDS AND WHO ARE YOUR ADVERSARIES. 
V> 780 
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wro WHITE HOUSE/CATTN: MR. D. MCMANIS FOR A SERIES CHECK> 
LJ..ZEM 
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(1)3/00/DOLL-VND/T -72 
<(TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAM DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. PLEASE 
...JADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. 
UTHIS MESSAGE WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITEHOUSE ONLY. 

KISSINGER RECALLED THE THREE OPTIONS WITH WHICH WE ARE FACED: 
FIRST OPTION, REJECT EVERYTHING. 
SECOND OPTION, ACCEPT THE DRAFT AGREEMENT AS IT IS, WITH 

THE FEW f'DDIFICATIONS ALREADY MENTIONED. IN THIS CASE KISSINGER 
OsELIEVES HE CAN OBTAIN TWO MORE MODIFICATIONS, ONE CONCERNING THE 
WooRTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS BY ADDING THE PRINCIPLE OF DEMOBILIZATION 
!::ON A ONE-FOR-ONE BASIS,AND THE OTHER CONCERNING THE COMPOSITION 
(J)OF THE CNCR <<COUNCIL FOR NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD>>. 
(/)THE TERM "THREE CONPONENTS" WILL BE KEP, BUT WITH THE INSERTION 
:)"EQUALLY APPOINTED BY BOTH SIDES." IN THIS CASE ALSO KISSINGER 

FEELS THAT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO REACH AN UNDERSTANDING ON THE 
UQUESTION OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS. ACCORDING TO THIS UNDERSTAND­

ING, THE GOVERNMENT CCOF SOUTH>> VIETNAM WOULD LIBERATE A CERTAIN 
NUt'BER OF POLITICAL PRISONERS IN EXCHANGE CCFOR THE)) DE FACTO 
WITHDRAWAL OF A CERTAIN NUMBER OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN 

oMILITARY REGION I, WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF "REDEPLOYMENT OF 
wLIBERATION FORCES." SHOULD WE ACCEPT THIS OPTION, THE u.s. GOVERN­
LJ..MENT WILL MAKE A UNILATERAL STATEMENT ON THE QUESTION OF VIETNAMESE 
-ARMED FORCES, THE TEXT OF WHICH WAS SENT TO YOU YESTERDAY. 
~ THIRD OPTION, GIVE SATISFACTION TO THE COMMUNIST SIDE ON 
<(THE QUESTION OF THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS, WHICH 
...JWILL BE ACCOMPLISHED UNDER THE SAME CONDITIONS AND IN THE SAME TIME 
UFRAME AS THE RELEASE OF Pow·s. ON THE OTHER POINTS,ACCEPT THE 

AGREEMENT AS IS• IN EXCHANGE FOR THIS CONCESSION, ASK THE 
(X)MMUNISTS FOR A DE FACTO WITHDRAWAL, PURSUANT TO AN UNDERSTANDING, 
OF A LARGE NUl'43ER OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS - FOR E){AMPLE, 150,000. 
ACCORDING TO KISSINGER, THIS OPTION HAS EVERY CHANCE OF BEING 

0REJECTED BY NORTH VIETNAM. 
~ KISSINGER AGAIN STRESS THAT WE CAN NO LONGER DETAIN THE MO­
lL.f11ENT OF DECISION. WE HAVE ONLY ONE PllRE WEEK TO CHOOSE. AFTER THAT 
(J)IT WILL BE TOO LATE. 
~ CCINASMUCH>> AS KISSINGER MENTIONED MANY TIMES THE ABSENCE 
1r CC VAL A CLEAR> ANSWER FROM OUR GOVERNMENT ON THE CONCRETE 
uQUESTIONS WHICH HE POSED AND SEES IN THAT A PROOF OF A DILATORY 

MANEUVER, I INTERVENED TO BRING THINGS INTO FOCUS BY POINTING 
OU~THAT THE ANSWER THAT KISSINGER EXPECTS FROM SAIGON DOES NOT 
CC RELY>> CONCERN CONCRETE QUESTIONS BUT, IN REALITY, A CHOICE 

ON HICH HANGS THE DESTINY OF 17,000,000 SOUTH VIETNAMESES. 
UN R THESE CIRCUMSTANCES IT IS COMPLETELY UNDERSTANDABLE THAT 
PR IDENT CCTHIEU>> AND OUR GOVERNMENT MUST WEIGH ALL THE 
OJNSEQUENCES BEFORE MAKING A DECISION IN ONE DIRECTION OR ANOTHER. 

FOR HIS PART ASSISTANT NGUYEN PHU DOC ASKED WHETHER THE FORMULA 
FOR WITHDRAWAL AND DEr«:>BILIZATION IN TWO PHASES, DISCUSSED BY PRES• 

c ... 
U1 

' 0 .... 
;,,,,,.iz 

.... 
~ 

"" "' 

"' z 



Doc ID: 6549596    Doc Ref ID: A504075

!DENT CCTHIEU AND AfYBASSADOR ELLSWORTH>> BUNKER ON 19 NOVEMBER, 
HAD IN FACT BEEN GIVEN TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND WHAT THEIR 
REACTION WAS. KISSINGER REITERATED THAT LE DUC THO REJECTED IT 

0
oN THE PRETEXT THAT THERE ARE NO NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN SOUTH 
VIETNAM, ONLY SOUTH VIETNAMESE OR THE DESCENDENTS OF SOUTH 

~VIETNAMESE CWHO>> REGROUPED IN NORTH VIETNAM IN 1954. ASSISTANT 
~DUC DEFENDED THE POSITION OF OUR GOVERNMENT ON THIS QUESTION AS 
~WELL AS ON THE OTHER. KISSINGER REPEATED WHAT HE HAD SAID·; THAT 
<CIS, THAT IT IS NO LONGER THE TIME FOR DISCUSSIONS, BUT FOR 
. ...JDECISIONS. 
U LET US INSIST ONCE AGAIN ON THE EXTREMELY SERIOUS NATURE OF THE 

SITUATION AND THE URGENCY FOR OUR GOVERNMENT TO TAKE A CLEAR AND 
DISTINCT POSITION IN FULL KNOWLEDGE Or THE CASE. 

· TI 24 NOV 72 2232Z 
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• TO WHJTE HOUSE CATTN: MR. o. MCMANJS FOR A SERr~s CHECK) 
ZEM -

c T 0 p e ! c R c: r l:IMBAA DECf A COIHROCC!U I' E!Oi 
w TRANSMITTED HERWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAM DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. PL.EASE 

• - ADVISE IF A~'i'-LIMITATIONS ON OJSTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED, THIS MESSAGE 
~ WAS .TQANSM I TTEO TO THE WHITE HOUSE ON1.. Y • - . - - - - . -
OOVIETNAMESE (S6UTH) FRENCH · 3~00/DOLL•VNO/T ·12 

• 00 INSTRUCTIONS FOR KISSINGER SENT BY SOJTH VIETNAMESE TO PARIS 
<FR SAIG6N: ?R~SlOENT•S O~FltEi CCPRESIOENTJAL ASS)ST~NT)) --
_, . HOANG DUC NHA - - . -

• u TO PAR J 5: SOUTH VIETNAMESE OEl,.EGA TI ON: 25 NOV ~2 1045H FL.AS~ 
AMBASSADOR PHAM DANG LAM . . 2i60S/PTT1BT/TM 

Top SEC~ET . - . - .. . 
• c I HAVE Rlcel.VED YOUR CABL.~ NO. 34. PURSYANT TO MY T;LEGRAM NO. 

w 3332: 
1. PLEASE TELL <<OR, HENRY A.>> KISSINGER BEFORE HJS MEETING 

• ~"ITH LE OUC TAO TODAY iHAT THE GoVERN~ENT-CCOF SOOTH)) VIETNAM 
oo ASKS T~AT HE.-AS THE REPRESENTATIV~ bF - AN ALLlED eoONTRY. CONTINUE 

• en TO ·F I G H T W I TH THE NOR t H V I ET N AME 5 E F OR OUR TWO P 0 l NT S • S I NC E 
<THE u.s. HAS ACKNOWLEDGED T~AT bUT TWO KEY POINTS .ARE NOT UNREASON• 
~ABLE. AND ON !HE CONTRARY ARE QUJTE REASo~ABLE. THEN WHY NoT 

CONTINUE TO FIGHT ON INSTEAD OF THROWING IN THE SPONGE? THE 
• GOVERNMENT ((OF SOUTH>> VIElNAM CONSIDERS KISSINGER TO BE ON OUR 

SID~. A~D T~E ~OVERNMENT ccOF SOUTH>) VIETNAM E~~~cTS TO SEE 
c HI~ FIGHT FOR THE-COMMON CAUSE, IF A.GOVERNMENT C(OF SOUTH>> 

. • w VIETNAM REPRESENT A ti VE WERE IN HIS PLACE. - HE . "OU(.O CARRY ON 
- THE FIGHT WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ON THESE POINTS - OF ~JFE 
~OR DEATH FOR - SOUT~ VIETNAM·- - -

• 00 2 • . PLEASE TE~L fHls . DIRECTLY To KISSINGER PRIOR TO His MEETING. 
en THIS JS FOR oOR OF~icIAL ~R~HtV~s. DO YOU-HAV~ TME Ml~UTES 
<OF YOUR CONVERSATIONS ~ITH KISSINGER? 

• ~ . J, PLEASE CABLE ME <<YOUR>> RESULT§ ANO THE DATE OF KISSINGER'S 
DEPARTURE, 

• 
REGARD~Ess, NGUYEN PHU DUC IS TO AWAIT ORDERS FROM PRESIDENT 
<<THIEU)) BEFORE LEAVING C(PARIS>>. REGARDS 

c TI 25 NOV 72 0256Z .. -
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TO WHITE HOUSE <ATTN: MR. D. MCMANIS FOR A SERIES CHECK> 
ZEM . 

o I b P 3 EC R E I bMBNA UECIR CQICIAQCCLD ilLM 
wTRANSr.tlTTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAM DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
~PLEASE ADVISE-IF A~Y ~IMITATIONS ON ~ISTR~BUTION ~RE REQUIRED. 
- THIS MESSAGE NAS TRANSMITTED To THE N~ITE HOUSE ONLY. 
©VIETNAMESE (SO~TH> FRENCH JiOO/OOLL•VNO/T -72 
oosoUTH VIETNAMESE SPECIAL PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT SUBMITS 
~EVALUATloN oF-~ISSINGER-THo-MEETINGS To PRESIDENT-THIEU 
0 FR PARIS: SOUTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATION: ((SPECIAL -~ 

. P~ESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT)) NGJYEN.PHU cue 
To SAIGON: PR£51DENTtS OFFICE: ((PRESIDENTIAL 2• NOV 72 0100 

ASSISTANT)) HOANG DUC NHA - FLASH 36/PDVN/TM 
o TOP SECRET• . -
w PURSUANT To QUR TELEGRAM No. 35/PDY~/TM OF 24 NOVEMBER, I HAVE THE 
~HONOR OF SUBMITTING TO PRESIDENT <<THIEU)) AND THE Nsc ((NATIONAL 
-SECU~ITY COUNCIL)) THE FOLLDWlNG EVA(~ATIONS: -
00 AT THE PRESENT TIME NEITHER NoRTH VIETNAM NoR THE u.s. WANT To 
UlCHANGE THE SUBSTANCE OF TEIR DRAFT AGQEEMENTo <<DA. HENRY A•>> 
<KISSINGER INVoKEO THE ABSENCE oF CoNG~ESStoNAL SUPPORT ON THE 
J . - . . uOUESTloN oF AID. THIS IS TRUE To A GREAT D~GREE. ~OWEVER, THE 

FACT IS THAT THE u.s. GoVERNMENT DoEs NoT""ANT To EXCITE AND 
CREATE SUPPoRt, BECAUSE HE DECLARED To us THAT HE CONSIDERS THIS 
AGREE~ENT AS A GREAT VICTORY FOR OUR . SIDE, . 

o IN COMPARISON, O~E RECALLS THAT EVE~ THE U,5, MILITAR1 OPERATIONS 
w IN CAMBODIA IN 1970 AND THE RENEwED BOMBIRGS AND fHE MINING OF 
- NORTH VIETNAM .THIS YEAR (B VAL DID N6T> CREATE NOTEWORTHY ADVERSE 
~REACTJONS AGAINST fHE ~.s. GOVERNMENT IN U.S. PUSLIC OPINION·- ON 
WT~E CONTRARY, IN ANY CASE, ~RESIDENT-NIXO~ HAS ~DtiPTEO A FORCIBLE 
00 ATTITUDE TO~ARD US ON . THIS QUESTION A~D TELLS US THAT MILITARY AND 
<ecoNOMIC AID "OULD BE (B VAL CUT OFF) BY THE us. CONGRESS ON I 
~FEBRUARY IF WE REF\JSE TO SIGN THIS AGQEEMENT, -

HE EXORTS US TO . ACCEPT THE TEXT Of-THE PRESENT DRAFT AS IS, ON 
WITH CCI WD GJ) (C VAL MORE) NEGLIGIBLE MODIFICATIONS: IF NOT, 
THE U.S, WILL . MAKE A SEPARATE AGREEMENT WITH NORTH VIETNAM, FOR THE 

o RETURN OF THEIR POW•S AND U.S. lflTHOkAWAL; . 
w I FEEL THAT~ FACED WITH THIS SITUATION, WE ARE OBLIGED TO PRESENT 
- TO PRESIDENT NIXON OUR CONVICTION THAT EVEN THOUGH WE HAVE FULL 
~CONFIDENCE IN CB VAL THE LOYALTY> AND FRANKNESS OF THE U.S. GOVERN• 
00 MENT, CC VAL WE> KNOW THE CO~MUNISTS.SETTER THAN THEY BECAUSE OF 
wouR PREVIOUS EXPERIENCES. WE KNON THAT ACCEPTANCE 0 0F THIS AGREEMENT 
< IN ITS PRESENT FOR~ WILL BRlNG CERTAI~ DEATH TO FREE SOUTH VIETNAM. 
~WE ALSO KNO~ THAT A COMPLETE ANO SUDDEN HALT OF u.s.AID WILL BRING 

THE SAME RESULT. IN THE FAC~ oF THIS "CHOJCE. WE PREFER To DIE AS 
MARTYRS FOR THE CAUSE FOR WHICH NE HAVE FOUGHT SO.LONG, HOWEVER. 
IF THE Uo•• WANTS TO NEGOTIATE FOR THE RETURN OF THEIR PON'S• WE 
Wl~BE AUDY To oFFER ALL oF · oUR AS~ISTANCE, EVE~ AT THE PRl_CE oF 
(8 V L GREAT SACRIFICES> TO HELP THEM ACHIEVE THIS GOAL• OFFERING 
TO EE Ja,ooo PoLiTICAL PRISONERS IN SOUTH VIETN~M-IN EKCHA~GE 
FDR 00 u.s. PON•S, . . 

U.s. GOVERNMENT SUGGESTS THAT W~ USE THIS TRUMP CARD IN 
Exe ANGE FOR THE DE FACTO WITHDRAWAL oF THE NVA ((NORTH vJETNAMEsE 
ARMY)) IN A WAY PARALLEL TO THE stGNl~G o~ THE PRESENT DRAFT 
AGREEMENT, euT WE ~REFER To U~E THiS ' ~oST - IMPoRTA~T-TRUMP CARD To 
HELP oUR FRIENDS REtoVER THEIR PoW•S QATHER THAN SIGN AN AGREEMENT 
"ITHoUT HAYING oBT~INED SATISFACTION ON oOR cc VA( TWO) KEY . 
QUESTIONS, - . - . 

0 AS FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF u.s. TROOPS, THAT IS NOT A PROBLEM. THUS, 
w THE PRINCIPAL GOALS o~ THE ~.s. GOVER~MEN! INDl~A!ED IN TODAY'S 

~LETTER FROM PRESIDENT NIXON CAN BE AC~IEVED IN THIS MANNER. 
w ALL T~AT ~E - ASK rs THAT HE GIVE us-A CH~NCE TO MAKE fHE NIXON 
~DOCTRINE SUCCEED, (THAT DoCTQINE) WHICH OUR TROOPS AND OUR PEOPLE 
<HAVE ALREADY BEGUN To SHow tHE VALUE '' lF IR SPLENDID FASHION By 
~REPULSING THE . ENEMY oFFENSIVE . THIS Y~AR U~DER W~L~ KNOWN CIR~UM-

STANCES0 
WE SHALL ALSO ASK HIM NOT TO ATTACK us PUBLICLY, FoR THIS WoULD 

OBLIGE us ALSO To JUSTIFY OURSELVES P~BLICLY WITH MUCH MoRE VIGOR 
0 AND DETAIL THAN WE HAVE CB VAL HEREToFoREi USED. THIS WOULD 
wBRING ABOUT A PUBLIC CONFRONTATION THAT WE SINCERELY WANT TO AVOID• 
- PLEASE SUBMIT THESE IDEAS TO PRESIDENT t<THIEU>J, AND ASK HIM 
~IF HE APPRovEg OF THEM, GlvE ME HIS ~INAL'INSTRUCfloNS BEFORE MY 
rn DEPARTURE FOR . WASHINGTON, - - - . . -
oo KISSINGER INDICATED Jo ME TODAY THE DESIRE OF PRESIDENT NIKON TO 
<SEE ~E IN WASHINGTON AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND SAID . THAT.MY DELAY 
~COULD-BE INTE~PRETED By THEMS~LVES AS A "~ILATO~y MANEUVER" AND 

SIGN OF ILL•Wl~L. 
KISSINGER COMPLAINED BITTERLY ABOUT THE ATTACKS AGAINST HIM IN 

CERTAIN ((SOUTH)) VJEfNAMESE NEWSPAPEQS AND SA1D OPENLY THAT THESE 
a ATTACKS ARE BEING INSTIGATED BY THE ~OVERNMENT ((OF SOUTHJ) 
wVIET~AM, NHATEVER ~AY BE THE <B VAL MERIT> OF THI~ ACCUSATION, 
~I FE!L THAT If IS BETTER (C VAL NOT !O> l~FLAME MATTERS IN THIS 
- AREA. 
oo Tl 25 NOV 72 0319Z 
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• T 0 W H lT E H 0 US E ( AT TN : r-4 R , D, MC M AN 1 S FOR A SER I ~ S C H ~ C K > 
ZEM 

~ T P i Ii & R i T 'lttiR • 0 . 
~ TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE • 

• ~NORMAL. DISTR1BUT10N FOR THI? ME?SAGE . JS I~ T1-1E .. , ••• ;suase1ues 
= •••••••• PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE EXIST-

• 
00 ING REStRICTlONS ARE REQ\jlRgo. THIS MESSAGE WAS T~ANSMITTED TO 
W THE WR l Tf HOUSE ONL.Y • . - - -
~ Vi ETNAMESE C SOUTH) ENGL t SH 3/00/VNOtT • 72 
d A. VS. !(US/OP IN, F'ORPIB, O, - -

• g TH I EU' s PRESS-SEcRET AR y OEN I ES Ro LE IN KI SS INGER SLANDER 
FR ((SAIGON:>> PRESIOENTtS OFFICE; CCPRESIOENTIAL- -- -

PRESS SECRETARi>J AOANG bUt . ~HA . . . 
• ~ To PARIS; (CD£LEGATloN;)) AMB~SSAOOR 25 Nov 72 FLASH 2768/PTTtBT 

ru PHAM DANG LAM . -

• 
~ AS PER OUR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION. I wou~o ~IKE You To STRE~S 
=To OUR FRIEND (Cl)) THAT SO FAR NOBODY IN 'SAIGON lNCLUOING ME 
00 HAS NOT CCSic>> sAlo ANYTHING ON WHAT IS GOING dN~ j C0NFIRM -
00 TH1S, AS A ~ATTER OF FACT, i HAD THE - JNFO~MATiO~ Ml~tSTRY OENV 

• ~ THE UPI . c<Ur.U!ED PRESS INTERNATIONAL)) DISPATCH SAVIN~ THAT 
gRADIO SAtGON ATTA~KED - OUR FRI~NO. LA!ELY !HE FOREIGN PRESS HAS 

TRIED TO CONTACT ME. BUT I HAVE REFUSED TO SEE THEM • . 
.. so, P~EASE TE~L · ouR FRIEND THAT 1-0NOERSTA.NO THE PROBLEM . 

FULLY AND A~ Nol FOOLISH ENciUGH To PLAY ·~ THE HA~DS oF CoMMUNISTS • 

• 
~HE SHOULD RATHER REALIZE THE COMMUNIST TRICK TO . PREEMPT THE 
w ISSUE A.NO ASSORE FOR THEMSELVES THE FIRST WORDS. ~E SHOULD NOT 
=ATTRIBUTE EVEiYTHiNG THEY SAY - TO ME.-1 AM NOT GOO-ALMIGHTY IN 
~ SAJGON, TELL-HIM J Wl~L SEND HIM A LETTER VIA C(PRESJDENTlAL 

• m ASS I ST ANT)) NGUYEN PHU OUC ON- TH IS, J 00 NOT LI KE -to BE SLANDERED 
m ANO ACCUSED, - . . . . . . . 

c <<&>> POSSIBLY REFERS TO OR• HENRY A. KISSINGER. ~HO HAD BEEN 
• ~DESC~IBED BY RADIO .SAIGON AS RAVING OVERSTEP?ED THE INSTRUCTIONS 

GIVEN HIM BY PRESIDENt NIXON,-ACCORDING T6 A UPI OISPATCH OF 
21 NOV 72, . -

• Tl 25 NOV 72 1022Z . 
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OTO ;.liHITE HOUSE <ATTN: MR. [•JCMANIS, MR. FAZ.IO FOR A SERIES CHECK) 
w 

. LL z Ei'{l 

~I g It s i Q 'i ii T ~f'lQw a lii':ilsIA QQ DlTMQlsb.ik' ITiM 
<( 
~TRANSMITTED HERE~ITH I~ A SOUTH VIETNAMESE MESSAGE. NCR~AL u 

DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUESERIES. PLEASE 

.~VISE IF ANY LH1ITATIONS OVER AND ASOVE EXISTING RESTRICTICNS 

_··.·;~ARE REGU_IRED. THIS f•iE.SSAGE WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE iNl-iITE HOUSE ONLY • 

. ·. ·. -~VIETNAMESE GOUTH) FRENCH, ENGLISH 3/00/DOLL-VND/T -72 
: (/) 

... ··:< .. ·.:; .. :·:·.~,,:-~TEXT OF ME~JORANDUM GIVEN TO KISSINGER BY SOUTH VIENTNAIYiESE IN PARIS 
:·:· ·:. · .. ...J 
.:_ ::._ :;_-_..:_·.-·::. u FR PAR IS: sour H v IET NAMESE DELEGATION; ((A!YiBASSADOR)) PhAM DA NG 

LAM 25 NOV 72 1000 

TO SAIGON: PRESIDENT'S OFFICE; <<PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT>> HOANG 
.· .c 

: .···. :w DUC NHA IMMEDIATE 37/PDVN/TM 
LL 
U) TOP SECRET 
(/) 
<( THE TEXT OF THE MEMORANDUM iiJHICH I GAVE TO KISSINGER THIS 
...J 
Uri10RNING AT 0915 HOURS: 

(t·rHROUGH THE ACCOUNTS GIVEN BY DR. KISSINGER OF HIS MEETINGS 

wfj-1 LEDUC THO SINCE NOVEfrl.BER 20, CC1S)))72 THE "G_O~ERNMKNT OF .. THE· 

REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM NOTES THAT THE COMMUNIST SIDE HAS ADOPTED A 

PURELY NEGATIVE ATTITUDE AND HAS DISPLAYED ABSOLUTE INTRANSIGENCE. 
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···AS A MATT ER OF FACT THE COMMUNIST SIDE HAS REFUESED TO TA KE 

SERIOUSLY INTO ACCOUNT THE POINTS OF VIEW OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
0 
-~THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, "POINTS.OF VIEW WHICH THE U.S. GOVERN-
1.J.. 
(J) MENT HAS RECOGNIZED AS LOGICAL AND REASONALBE WHEN IT HAS ACCEPTED 
(J) 

_:)TO PRESENT THEM TO THE COMMUNIST SIDE IN THE ABOVE MENTIONED 

UMEETINGS. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CONSIDERS 

THAT SINCE NEGOTIATIONS ARE FOR THE COMMUNIST JUST ANOTHER ASPECT 

O OF THE FIGHTING, OUR SIDE MUST MEET THE CHALLENGE IN PURSUING OUR 

~COMMON EFFORTS AS THIS DECISlVE STAGE TO WIN THE PEACE AS OUR 

~MEN HAVE DONE ON THE BATTLEFIELDS IN ALL THESE PAST YEARS. THE 

;~GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAi1l wISHES TO STRESS THAT IN 
u 

ASKING FOR NEW EFFORTS ON THE PART OF DR. KISSINGER TO PRESS THE 

COMMUNIST SIDE TO SETTLE THE CC VAL TWO) UNRESOLVED KEY ISSUES, 

0 NAMELY THE PROBLEM POSED BY THE PRESENCE OF NORTH VIETNAMESE 
w 
LL. TROOPS IN SOUTH VIETi~Al': CCXM)) CCVIC:TNA~])lE2E PEOPLE, IT IS 

. (f) 
(f) NOT PROMPTED BY ANY MOTIVES OTHER THAN THE DESIRE TO REACH A 
~ . d GUENUINE CEASEFIRE AND HONORABLE AND LASTING PEACE SO THAT 

THE IMMENSE SACRIFICES MADE BY THE SOLDIERS AND PEOPLES OF 

SOUTH VIETi\AloJ AND OF THE UNITED STAT~S 1.VILL [l;OT BE MADE IN VAH!, 

· 8 Tl-iE GOVERNMEt\1 OF THE REPUi3LIC OF VIETiMliJ U~iDERSTANDS THE 

LL. INTERNAL POLITICAL PROBLEMS FACING THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
CJ) 

,··.·:-·.,~STATES AND I.3 ALL THE MORE DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR Tl1E EFFORTS OF 
. _J 

:.UTHE U.S. GOVERNMENT IN SECURING CONTINUED CONGRESSIONAL AND 

PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR OUR COMMON EFFORTS TO ESTABLISH A JUST AND 

LASTING PEACE. AS IT IS A LIFE OR DEATH MATTER FOR THE 17,000,000 
0 
W SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE, WE DEEPLY HOPE THAT NO EFFORT WILL BE 
l.l.. 
(f) SPARED DURING THE COMING DAYS TO OVERCOME NORTH VIETNAMESE 
(f) 

~INTRANSIGENCE WHICH IS THE ONLY OBSTACLE TO PEACE. 
_J 

u "SINCERELY YOURS 

~"PHAM DANG LAM" 

T LJ2s NOV 72 1042Z 
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EXCLUSIVE FOR DELTA CONTROL OFFICER 

0 
W WARNING: THIS COMINT IS UNUSUALLY SENSITIVE. F A USI3 MEMBER OR 
1.1. 
(f) 

U1 HIS DESIGNATED DEPUTY APPROVES USE OF THIS ITEM IN A TOP SECRET 
< 
_J 

U CODEWORD REPORT, THE COMINT SOURCE OR TARGET WHICHEVER IS SEN-

SITIVE WILL BE CONCEALED AND NO REFERENCE MADE TO THE DELTA SERIES 
0 
w 

, Li: OR THIS MATERIAL WILL BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA SECURITY CO~JTROLS • 
. CJ) 

. : (j) 
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.. . VIETNAMESE C SOUTH) FRENCH 
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io .w 
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. ...J . 
tu KISSINGER REPORTEDLY UNSURE NORTH VIETNAMESE WILL AGREE TO NEW 

S~IES OF TALKS 
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"') 

UJ 
LL 
(/) 
(/) 

FR PARIS: SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

DELEGATION; ((AMBASSADOR)) 

PHAM DANG LAM 25 NOV 72 1100 

:3 TO 
u 

SAIGON: PRESIDENT• OFFICE; 

C (PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT>) 

O HOANG DUC NHA IMMED !ATE 38/PDVN/TM 
w 
LL 

~ TOP SECRET. 
<( 
_J 

U PURSUANT TO YOUR TELEGRAM 2 765 /PTT /BT /TM: 

AMBASSADOR ((TRAN KIM)) PHUONG AND I ,,,ENT TO THE U. E. 

0 
W AMBASSADOR•s RESIDENCE THIS MORNING AT 0915 HOURS TO GIVE A 
LL 
({J 

~MEMORANDUM TO CCDR. HENRY A.)) KISS INGER, THE TEXT OF WHICH 
_J 

u You WILL RECEIVE BY SEPARATE TELEGRAM. 

0 
w 

KISSINGER INFORMED US THAT HE WILL CB VAL REMIND> LE DUC 

LL THO, DURING THE MEETING ARRANGED FOR 1000 HOURS TODAY, THAT THE 
if) 
(j) 
<t: TWO QUESTIONS ARE THE CAUSE OF THE PRESENT DEADLOCK. HOWEVER, 
_J 

u 
HE WILL NOT ENTER INTO DISCUSSIONS ON SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS BUT 

O WILL LIMIT HIMSELF TO THE PROCEDURAL QUESTION IN ORDER TO AVOID 

w 
LL A BREAKDOWN SHOULD "LE DUC THO MAKE AN OFFER HE COULD NOT ACCEPT, 
(/) 
(/) 

j GIVEN THE ATTITUDE OF THE GOVERNMENT CCOF SOUTH)) VIETNAM." 
u 
~ KISSINGER IS NOT SURE THAT LE D UC THO ,,,ILL AGREE TO A NEW 

seJIES OF MEETINGS. THAT WILL THEN BE THE BREAKDOWN ( ( N 

NEGOTIATIONS)) OF WHICH HE CC VAL HAS ALREADY> WARNED US ((AS TO)) 

• ,_ 
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;rl 
THE CONSEQUENCES~ 

·o 
w 
LL 

ON THIS POINT, HE INFORMED US THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 

~ HA VE CB VAL DEALT ANOTHER TR !CK) CCI N AN ART !CLE BY>) CC VAL LELA NT> 
<( 
_J 

• U IN THE HERALD TRIBUNE ((DESCRIBING)) WHAT WENT ON DURING THE LAST 

MEETING ((BETWEEN)) KISSINGER AND LEDUC THO. HE BELIEVES THAT 

0 
WTHIS WAS BROUGHT ON BY A DEEP BACKGROUNDER CC VAL BY) PRESS 
LL 

~SECRETARY ((HOANG DUC)) NHA TO THE ENGLISH-LANGUAGE PRESS. 
<( 
_J 

U KISSINGER ASKS THAT SAIGON ( C VAL STOP) REVEAL ING, N THE FORM OF' 

A BACKGROUNDER OR IN ANY OTHER FORM, WHAT HE HAS COMMUNICATED TO 

Cl 
!..Ll US ON THE SUBJECT OF' THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. 
LL 
(fJ 

~ HE MADE AN APPOINTMENT FOR NOON TO INFORM US OF THE RESULTS 
_J 

U OF HIS CONVER SAT IONS WITH LE DUC THO. HE PLANS TO RETURN TO 

,..., 
_J 

··' _, 

WASHINGTON THIS EVENING OR TOMORROW MORNING. 

·-:-TI 25 NOV 72 1013Z 
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#30 From: Paris To: Saigon 25 Nov 72 

Mr. Kissinger informed the South Vietnamese that Le 
Due Tho had agreed to postpone further sessions until 4 
December. 

The South Vietnamese were warned by Kissinger that 
yesterday's letter from President Nixon had been personally 
dictated by the President and that "When I leave on Sunday, 
I shall be under instructions to proceed and to drive the matter 
to a cone:lusion. Nothing is to be gained by delaying". 

After general discussions of Vietnam's place in the 
world, the South Vietnamese Ambassador summarized the meetings 
as more courteous and relaxed than the previous sessions, 
"but Kissinger remains firm on the deadlines 11

• 

#31 From: Saigon To: Paris 26 Nov 72 

Presidential Assistant Hoang Due Nha will arrive in 
Paris on Monday, 27 November. Special Assistant Nguyen 
Phu Due will be departing Paris £or the US on Tuesday, 28 
November. 

. 
(_--·· .::;:..··' ·····'t . . . :'.-"::.:.~/\ 

, ___ ))1.· ... -51 ~ •-il 
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Message #32 FROM: Saigon TO: Paris 27 November 1972 

A letter which the South Vietnamese press secretary is 
apparently taking to Paris will supposedly stress that the 
internal political solution for South Vietnam should be left 
"wholly to the Vietnamese themselves." The letter adds that 
the U.S. should only discuss matters with the North Vietnamese 
that directly concern them, concluding that the time has come 
"to Vietnamize the negotiations." 
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U TR A NSifiITTED HEnEWITH I.S A SC UTH VIET NAME SE D If LC MAT IC 

~ESSAGE. ?LEASE ADVIS~ IF ANY LIMITATIONS GN DI~1~IEUTIC~ 

0 ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WA~ T~ANSMITTED TO THE ~HITE 
w 

. ii: HO USE 0 NL Y • 

m VIET NAl'!ESE CSOUTH> FRENCH 
< d SOUTH VIET NAMES:: NEGOIATOR IN PARIS REfCRT5 ON 

2E5 NOVElfzB£R "KISSINGER MEETINGS 

x cc 

F PARIS: SOUTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATION; CCAMBASSADCR)) 

PHAM DANG LAM 25 NOV 72 210e 
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HOANG Due NHA FLASH 39/PDVN/TM 

0 TOP SECRET. 
I.LI -IJ.. OUR MEETING TODAY WITH CCDR. HENRY A.» KI5Sl['.;GER -(I) 
(I) LASTED FROM 1430 HOURS TO 1630 HOURS. SPECIAL CCPRESIDEl~T IAL)) 
<C d ASSISTANT NGUYEN PHU DUC wA5 ALSO PRESENT. 

KISSINGER INFORMED US THAT DURING HIS ~EETING THIS 

11:0RNING FROM 1000 HOURS UNTIL NOON WITh LE DUC Tl-iO, HE 

~VIGOROUSLY INSISTED ON OUR TWO VITAL POINTS, WHILE PASSING 
-
~IN REVIEW THE RESULTS CCOF THE)) MEETINGS THESE LAST 
(I) 

~DEW DAYS vJITH NORTH VIETNAfvl. ACCORDING TO KISSINGER, THAT 
....I u AROUSED VIOLENT REACTIONS ON THE PART OF LE Due THO. 

AFTER AN HOUR OF ACRINONIOUS CC VAL ABUSE>, LE DUC THO 

AGREED NONETHELESS TO THE U.S. PROPOSAL TO POSTPONE UNTIL 4 
0 
LLIDEMCEMBER THE WORK SESSION PLANNED FOR TODAY. KISSINGER HAD -IJ.. 
ffi PREVIOUSLY GIVEN LE DUC THO TO UNDERSTAND THAT THERE wOULD 
(I) 
<C BE MASSIVE RETALIATION IN THE EVENT OF A BREAKDOWN It<; 
....I 
U NEGOTIATIONS PROVOKED BY A NORTH VIETNAMESE REFUSAL TO 

POSTPONE THE SESSION. 

0 
KISSINGER AGREED WITH LE DUC THO THAT THE Two SIDES 

~WILL ABSTAIN FROM COMMENTING ON THE NEGOTIATIONS UNTIL 

m 4 DECEMBER. HE CONSEQUENTLY ASKED US TO AVOID SPEAKING OF 

~ ANY DEADLINE OR LACK OF PROGRESS. I INFORMED KISSI !\GER 
u 

THAT SAIGON HAD OFFICIALLY DENIED THE BRITISH AGENCY DISPATCH 

ATTR !BUT I NG T 0 A HIGH SOUTH VIET NAlviESE PERSONALITY CLOSE TO 

0 THE INDEPENDENCE PALACE INFORMATION ACCORDING TO WHICH THE 
I.LI 
LL KISSit\GER - LE DUC THO MEETINGS HAVE MADE NO PROGRESS. -m KISSINGER SAID THAT HE GREATLY APPREICATED THIS DENIAL, 
<C d WHICH HE CALLED CONSTRUCTIVE AND TIMELY. 

D 
CONCERNING THE NEXT WEEKLY SESSION CCAT THE HOTEL ~lAJESTIC 

0 AVENUE>> KLEBER ON THURSDAY, 30 NOVEMBER, IT WAS AGREED 

B 'EEN HIM AND LE DUC THO THAT NORTH VIETNAM Ai~D THE U.S. WILL~ 

~AKE TEMPERATE SPEECHES. HE HOPES THAT WE WILL DO LIKEWISE. ~ 
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wILL MEET wITH MR. ((NGUYEN PHU)) DUC Al~D Hl{rj CCI vJD G)) WHAT 

l KISSINGER HAS ALREADY TOLD US. HE PARTICULARLY DREW OUR ATTENTIO~ 
-I 

~TO THE FACT THAT THE MESSAGE WHICH HE GAVE US YESTERDAY HAD BEEN 
-, 
] PERSONALLY DICTATED BY PRESIDENT NIXON HH1SELF AND THAT WE 
I 

] "!•IUST TAKE IT EXTREMELY SERIOUSLY INTO CONSIDERATIOr\." 

KISSINGER STRESSED THAT THE SERIES OF MEETI~GS BEGINNI~G 

NEXT 4 DECEMBEk wILL BE THE LABT AND THAT \VE l1IU::>T NOT EXPECT 

1 ANOTHER POSTPONEMENT. '-' 
I_ HE 1.~ARNED US AGAINST A STRATEGY CONSISTING, FOR US, OF 
I) 

~ LETTI~G THE U.S. SIGN THE AGREE~IENT AND THEN SCREAt'Hl\G FOR 
I 

l 
) SATISFACTION CC VAL OR) "AFTERWARDS GO ALONG WITH US 

-1 

RELUCTANTLY, FOR THIS WILL HAVE DISASTROUS EFFECTS; BECAUSE 

IT wILL TAKE AWAY THE [l'JORAL SUPPORT, AND THE U.S. CAN t\O 

~I LONGER BE PROUD OF THE AGREEt'iENT." IN THIS CASE, THE U.S. 
L 

~GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE DIFFICULTIE~ PERSUADING CONGRESS TO 
I) 
:!: CO NT I NUE AID • 
I 

J KISSINGER RETURNED AGAIN TO THE SUBJECT OF THE !\EXT 

CCROUND OF)) f\EGOTIATIONS TO SAY: "BEYOND NEXT \\<EEK WE WILL 

_ BE IN DEEP TROUBLE. WHEN I LEAVE ON SUNDAY, I SHALL BE UNDER 
l 

11 
INSTRUCTIONS TO PROCEED AND TO DRIVE THE MATTE.R TO A CONCLUSIOI\. 

!~ 

I) NOTHING IS TO BE GAil'llED BY DELAYING. 
I) 
.J> ..... 
_J 

) 

KISSINGER THEN ANSWERED A NUMBER OFQUESTIO~S POSED BY 

- NGUYEN PHU DUG. HERE IS Tl-iE TENOR OF THE ANS\iiER~ Cfli THE MOST 

IMPORT A NT PO I NT 5: 

-:-1 ON THE QUE:5TION OF UNDER WHAT CIRCUi'1STAtvCES AND HOW 
11 
1~ THE U.S. WILL REACT TO VIOLATIONS OF THE AGREEME~T, KISSI~GER 

~ I NF OR MED C<US)) THAT: 
~ J "THE U.S. WILL OVERREACT VIOLENTLY TO THE FIRST VIOLATION." 

TH COULD BE CCEITHER)) A VIOLATION OF THE CEASEFIRE, 

A VIOLATION OF THE DMZ ((DEMILITARIZED ZONE», OR A VIOLATION 

0 HE CLAUSES CONCERNING THE REINFORCEMElllT OF COMNUNIST 

TROOPS IN SOUTH VIETNAM. THE U.S. WILL REACT PRINCIPALLY 
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. SY AIR FORCE INTERVENTION ·c·oMING FRO~!" THA]LAND' F'RO[tJ "THE PACIFIC' 

AND FRO~ GUAN. A Ll.5. MILITARY COMMAND WILL BE ~STAELISHED 

~ rn THAILAND TO KEEP AN EYE ON THE CEASEFIRE ll~ IKDOCHINA. 
l..I 
.L Oi\ TEE QUESTION OF THE LEGAL BASIS FOR A ~iEW U.S. INTERVENTIOl\ 
:n 
~AFTER THE CEASEFIRE, KISSINGER REPLIED THAT THE U.S. PRESIDENT 
:=:( 

jwILL ALwAYS FIND AN EXCUSE FOR ACTING OR NOT ACTil\G. hE 

5ELIEVES THAT IF THE AGREEMENT CAN BE OBSERVED FOR 01\iE 

YEAR, ~E '.YILL BE ASLE TO OBTAIN A SITUATIOI~ Slt'HU\R TC KOREA. 
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· . ffi TO. WHITE HO.USE CATT N: MR. D. MCMANIS FOR A SER I ES CHECK> . . . en .. 
... ~ ZEM. 

. :ul 8. p 8 ! e R E T HFIBRA BELTA eeMTReLLJ!:B ITl!!l SECTION TWO OF THREE 

,-_:~:. 3160/DOLL~VND/ . ., ... -72 
't' 

... :.·Jo TR:ANS~·ITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC 
w . .-" . : 

·. ~LLMESSAGE.· PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION 
. ~ffi ': . . . 
·en~~ REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE 

· .... :~- ~ou ~E.,. a·Ni. v·. 
... : ··~L:.: " ·:ON THE QUESTION OF' WHAT IMPORTANCE VIETNAM HAS FOR THE u.s., 

CCDUC ASKED>>: "YOU TOLD CCUS>> VIETNAM IS IMPORTANT FOR THE .... 
'C u~· s·. HOW IMPORT ANT?" KISSINGER ANSWERED BY CI TI NG THE 
. IJJ . 
~EXAMPLES OF THE DETERMINATION OF PRESIDENT NIXON IN ISRAEL, 
(I) ' 

-(I) JORDAN, CCAND>> PAKISTAN TO SHOW THAT THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
· .... <( 

. : ~U.S. ~S ALWAYS READY TO SUPPORT I TS ALLI ES, EVEN AT THE RI SK 

.·· .. OF I.NCURING INTERNAL.OR EXTERNAL DISAPPROVAL. HE ALSO RECALLED 
1:" 

· .·. 19 MAY. f972, WHEN PRESIDENT NIXON ORDERED THE BOMB! NG OF ,,. . . .. ~ . 

·.· · .. ~ .NoRTH VIETNAM AND THE MI NI NG C COF NORTH VIETNAMESE>> 

:!;!:PORTS, ACTIOO AGAINST THE ADVICE OF A MAJORITY OF' THE NATIONAL ,en ... 
·.~·SECURITY .cOUNCIL. HE SAID THAT VIETNAM HAS BECOME "THE 
. .J '. . ' . 

·. USYMBOL"OF u.s~ FOREIGN POLICY. THE u.s. CANNOT LET SOUTH VIETNAM 

. : ·:DOWN, CANOT LET SOUTH VIETNAM BE SWALLOWED BY THE COMMUNISTS, 
. ,. ; 

· .. · .. ;·>.:~··CAUSE 50·,000 AMER! CANS HAVE DIED IN VIETNAM AND ·MORE THAN . ' .. c . . . . 
. /<·!!! l:,000'~000' HAVE FOUGHT IN VIETNAM." 

. -..'.-.._.-.·~ ·::=:,. ' ~o "r~E' QUEST I 0 N c CAS TO)) WHY THE DI F'F'I CUL TI ES SURMOUNTED 
· ... en. . . .. ... . . .. .. _. 1111 : • • • •• ~ 

;.· .·.:'· ... :~-t~ST MA:Y WOUlD BECOME INSURMOUNTABLE NEXT JANUARY, KISSINGER 

:: :_·.: ~-~NSWEREfl T.HA.T IN THE PAST IT WAS POSSIBLE TO ACT THANKS 

·.·. · i·T~· ', HE pff'oiusE. or AN AGREEMENT 0R1oorNG AN END To rnE wAR. 

. · . . . . . S NO LONGER POSSIBLE, FOR WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO OBTAIN 
. I ' 

. AN AGREEMENT, THE TERMS OF WHICH ARE BETTER THAN WHAT THE 
'. I•,': ,'• • >1 · . .' • ' 

. · .... U.S .• CONGRESS ASKED IN EXCHANGE FOR A U.S. DISENGAGEMENT, 
·. . .. 
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. QUESTION: ·HBw· DOES KISSINGER SEE THE SITUATION AFTER c. .. ..- ' ' · ... ': _ ...... ;.··.·. --~ .·. .. . _.. . 
.~THE":cEASEF'IRi~· u'NriE:R~THE:-'.HYPOTHESIS:CCTHAT THE)) .ACCORDS 

. ~ '· .. - . .· :· ... .. :· ;,: '·. ' - .": ·,·,·.: .·,·. . 
.(J) CCWILL BE>>.SIGNED? KISSINGER SAID THAT AT TJiE SIGNING, 
. (J) . ·. . . . . . ; . ·.· . . . . . . . 

-~NI xoN WILL MAKE:· A :_sTATEM_~N~ .::co NT Ai"'tu NG THREE ?oi Nrs·: · 

· -(J· -~ .. : ·1~· ·THE u:_.s~ Rtc6GNi::izk~"'."'tHE::_GovE:RNfl1ENTiaF-···vIE;NAM As THE 
- ' . -. ~ . -;·. . . ' . . . 

ONLY LEG AL GOVERNMENT IN SOt.tJH VIETNAM. 
4 • . .. 

. . ~ ' u 

"· .. O . 2. CCTHE U.S.)) DOES NOT RECOGNIZE THE RIGHT OF ANY 

. _ ..... '.· :~FOREIGN TROOPS TO. BE PR'ESE~;f:I N SOUTH VIETNAM • 

. . ~ 3. ANY VIOLATION OF' THE ACCORDS WILL PROVOKE A 

.:_: __ :?·):~REACTION OF.EXTREME VIOLENCE. ~N ;HE. PART OF THE u.s • 
. ·:·U 

PRESIDENT NIXON WILL MEET WITH PRESIDENT CCTHIEU)) 

WITH!~! 2 WEE KS FOLL0 1.:JI NG THE SIG NI N3 OF T!iE ACCORDS, TO 

0 REAFFIR~1 U .s. - SOUTH VIETNAMESE SOLID ARI TY. 
w 
LL 

. -. (/) 
(f) PE 
<( 
...J 
u 

KISSI ~BER ADDED THAT THE POST WAR AID MECHAMISM WILL 

SET UP RIG HT A F'TER THE SIG NH:G 0 F THE ACCORDS. 

TO A QUESTIOM C0~1CERNING THE CE/l.SEFIRE IN-PLACE, 

KISSINGER INFORMED CCUS)) THAT THE U.S. INFORMATION SERVICE 

Htl.S SET UP A .MAP I NDI CATI NG THE POSITION OF EACH COMMU~ffST 

. :8REGiMENT, EACH POSITION CIRCUMSCRIBED BY A CIRCLE WITH 

I.LA RADIUS OF 5 KILOMETERS. THIS MAP SHO'.iJS CCAS>> EXCEPTIONS 
(/) 

... ·. _ ~ QUAm NGAI AND BI NH DI NH PROVINCES, ( CWHERE)) THE COMMUNISTS 
..... '·; ·...J 
... ::<.U OCCUPY VERY LITTLE TERRITORY AND EVEN LESS POPULATIO~) • 

. ... , KISSINGER IS PREPARED TO SHOW ASSISTANT DUC THIS MAP 

. . . IN WASH! NGTON. ·,. r. 
_ ... .-.·_o 

.. w ON THE QUESTION OF FUTURE ELECTIONS IN SOUTH 
. LL 

({)VIETNAM, KISSI~BER BELIEVES THAT NO ELECTION IS POSSIBLE 
.·. (J) 

-.~WITHIN A YEAR PECAUSE OF' THE UNANIMITY RULE. MOREOVER, 

. U IT IS RAT HER THE COMMUNISTS WHO HAVE EVERY REASON TO DREAD 

.. ~TIONS OR REFERENDUM. 
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UTO WHITE HOUSE <ATTN: MR. D. MCMANIS FOR A SERIES CHECK> 

ZEM 

0 T " I' " !!! e" ~ T '11J~"A 1'!!'.LTA eeNT"etU!B IH!fl FI"NAL SECTION or THREE 

. : •.···~ 3/00/DOLL-VN)/ -72 

. ~TRANSMITTED HEREWITH rs A SOUTH VIET~!AMESE DIPLOMATIC 
· ~. ~ 

./...JMESSAGE. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS ON DISTRIEUTION 
u 

ARE f:iEQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE Wti.S TRANSMITTED TO THE l!~HITE 

HOU SE 0 \11. Y. 

0 O~! THE QUESTION o~ THE CO~l POSITIO~~ OF' recs, KISSU.~GEP. 
w 
IJ..THH1KS THAT IT IS TOO LATE TO ~10DIF'Y IT. MOREOVER, HE -. CJ) 
CJ) THINKS THAT COMMUmST COUNTRIES LIKE HUMGARY A~!D POLPi.i\lD 
<! . d ARE PREFER?l.ELE TO ~lEUTRAL COU~·:TRIES LI KE Sl:.JEDEN, 

DENMARK, Am AUSTRIA, THE GOVERNMENTS OF \•Jl-{ICH ARE LEFTIST 

AMJ HOSTILE TO OUR C~. USE. HE ADDED «THAT THE)) U.S. 

a wHAS ~EAt\1S OF ACTING ON POLAND, WHICH NEEDS U.S. TE:CHNICAL 

l.J.. ASS IS T AN CE • 
(J) 

· · Ul 0 N THE QUESTI 0 N OF THE ATTITUDE C COF THE PEOPLE'S 
·.:·:_:<:) 

UREPUBLIC OF)) CHINA AND THE SOVIET UNION ·, KISSINGER 

0 

DISCLOSED TH.~. T THESE TWO COUNTRIES HAVE EXERTED A MODERATING 

INFLUENCE ON HAt\'OI. BECAUSE OF CC VAL THE REALtTY) 

·.w ((Or)) THEIR ((SITUATION)), PEKING DOES NOT WANT NORTH 
IJ.. 

. CJ)VIETNAM CCTO BECOME AN)) ALLY OF MOSCOW ON THE INDOCHINESE 
CJ) 

::) PE NI NSUL A A ND BECOME A THREAT C<TO HER)) SOUTHERN FLANK • 

. u FOR THIS -REASON SHE HAS NO INTEREST IN INTRODUCING AN 

I~IBE QUAITTITY OF ARMS INTO NORTH VIETNAM. AS FOR THE 

11ET UNION, SHE IS ADHERING TO <<A . POLICY OFllAVOI~JNG 
CDNFRONI'ATION WITH THE U.S. IN A REGION ((50)) FAR AWAY 

AS LO~ AS THE COMMUNIST REGINE IN NORTH VIETNAM IS ABLE 
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-=90 SURPRISE . HER~ C<THE PEOPLE •s REPUBLIC OF)) CHI NA IS IN 

FAVOR OF.'f.HE FOUR INDOCHINESE STATES. BOTH THE SOVIET 0 . -

~UNION AID ((THE PEOPLE•s REPUBLIC QF)) CHINA KNOW THAT 
l.J.. -

(J) THE U .s. WI LL NOT LET THEM HAVE A FREE HA ND IN INDOCHINA. BUT 
CJ) 

:)IF THE U.S. IGNORES VIETNAM, THESE CURES WILL NO LOMGER 

U EXIST. 

RETURNI!\'G TO THE QUESTION OF' SIGNING THE AGREEMENT, 

O KISSIN3ER ASKED US EAR~TESTLY "NOT TO DEPRIVE THOSE WHO 
w 
l.J.. HELP YOU THE PRIDE OF WHAT THEY HAVE ACHEIVED." HE 

~POI NT ED OUT THAT IN THE EVENT 0 F' ll.N OPEN CO NFR 0 NATI ON 

J CCPETWEEN)) SAIGON·AND WASHINGTON, THE U.S. PUBLIC 1.~ILL ARRIVE AT 
u 

THE CO!'-!CLUSION THAT EITHER THE U.S. GOVERNMENT Hll.D BETRAYED SOUTH 

VIETN~.M OR THAT SOUT!--1 VIEH·!AM IS SH0\1.1! ~JG ITS I mRATITUDL 

.JIN EITHER CASE THE EFF'ECT l1.10ULD BE EQUALLY DISASTROUS • 

.J.I 
:J.. THE TOM:: ((OF' THE)) DISCUSSIO~!S v.:AS MORE COURTEOUS 
J) 
J} MD T:-E ATtv!OSPHERE MORE R~L~.XED THAN DUR I NG THE: PRECEDING 
~ 
jYIEETI~:GS, BUT KISSI~1GE~ R'.<.:Mll.I~'.S :IR~! O~·! THE DEADLINES. 
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TO WHITE HOUSE <ATTN: MR. D. MCMANIS FOR A SERIES CHECK> 

ZEM 

0 T e P' s I! e R I! T tH1!R A 1' l!LTA ee IHH ettl!1' I Tl!M 
\!!)] 

~TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A VIETNAMESE DIPLOMAT! C 
= 
00 
@MESSAGE. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS ON 
~ d DISTRIBUTION ARE REQ.UEIRED. THIS MESSAGE lcJAS 

TRAt\lSMITTED TO THE WHIT~ HOUSE ONLY. 

VIETNAMESE CS OU TH> ENGLISH 3/00/D OLL-VND/T -72 

~PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT HOANG DUC NHA TO ARRIVE IN 
= 

~PARIS MONDAY; NGUYEN PHU DUC TO DEPART PARIS TUESDAY 
W» 
~FR SAIGOM: PRESIDENT'S OFF'! CE; CCPRESIDENTI AL 
~· 
U ASSIST ANT)> HOAf\TG DUC NHA 

TO PARIS: <<SOUTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATION>>; 26 NOV 72 1320 

AMBASSADOR PHAM DANG LAM FLASH 3341/PTT/BT/M 
c 
~SECRET. 
i.!. 
m 
® 

ARRIVING MONDAY NOON YOUR C CPARIS>) TIME VIA TWA CCFLIGHT» 

~811. PLEASE HAVE «SPECIAL ASSISTANT NGUYEN PHU>> DUC CCAND>> 

UAMBASSADORS «TRAN KIM>> PHUONG AND CCVUONG VAN>> BAC WAIT. I 

E~CT TO GO TO WORK UPON ARRIVAL. SPECIAL ASSISTANT DUC CAN 

L~E EARLY TUESDAY CCFOR THE U.O. >>. PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE 

RECEIPT CB VAL OF> THIS CABLE. C < l > > BEST REGARDS. 

(Cl)) AMBASSADOR LAM ACKNOWLEDGED RECEIPT IN MESSAGE NO. 40/ 

---PDVN/M DATED 26 NOVEMBER 1972. THIS MESSAGE CONTAINED NO OTHER 

INFORMATION AND WILL NOT BE ISSUED SEPARATELY UNLESS REQUESTED. 
~ 
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SUMMARY OF VIETNAMESE PEACE TALKS 
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MESSAGE #33 FROM: Paris TO: Saigon 27 November 1972 

Paris informs Saigon that Presidential Secretary Hoang 
Due Nha's plane had broken-down in Tel Aviv and would be late 
in arriving in Paris. 

MESSAGE #34 FROM: Paris TO: Saigon 27 November 1972 

Hoang Due Nha informs Saigon that he had just arrived in 
Paris. 

MESSAGE #35 FROM: Saigon TO: Paris 27 November 1972 

President Thieu directs Nguyen Phu Due and Ambassador 
Tran Kim Phuong to go to Washington while Hoang Due Nha to 
return to Saigon. 

--~--- -----------------------
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Message #36 From: Saigon To: Paris 27 November 1972 

President Thieu directs Hoang Due Nha to reserve sufficient 
time to work with Nguyen Phu Due adding that a delay in Due's 
departure for Washington is not important. 

Message #37 From: Saigon To: Paris 27 November 1972 

Informs Paris that Col. Vo Van Cam will try to telephone 
"the secretary" in order to discuss very important matter. 

Message #38 From: Paris To: Saigon 28 November 1972 

Nguyen Phu Due is scheduled to arrive in Washington at 
1800 Tuesday. 

Message #39 From: Paris To: Saigon 28 November 1972 

Hoang Due Nha forwards to Saigon the proposed conclusion to 
a letter from President Thieu to President Nixon. The letter, 
in part, states that the acceptance of the draft accords as they 
now stand will frustrate and defeat the common basic purpose of 
the U.S. and South Vietnam. The article goes on to reiterate 
Saigon's basic two points: namely the withdrawal of North 
Vietnamese forces and the composition of the National Council 
of Reconciliation and Concord. 

Message #40 From: Saigon To: Paris 28 November 1972 

Saigon queries possibility of returning to the 8 May 
proposal as a solution to the impasse. 

Message #41 From: Saigon To: Paris 28 November 1972 

Saigon agrees to the draft proposal of the conclusion to 
the letter to President Nixon. 
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Message #42 From: Paris To: Saigon 28 November 1972 

Paris reports no objection to returning to the 8 May 
formula, but feels the position will be difficult since the 
North Vietnamese have already rejected it. 

Message #43 From: Saigon To: Paris 28 November 1972 

Relays information that President will meet with Nguyen 
Phu Due on Wednesday at 3:00 p.m. If Due misses the appointment 
it is doubtful that another could be arranged. 

Message #44 From: Paris To: Saigon 28 November 1972 

Informs Saigon of departure time of Due and Phuong for 
Washington and Nha for Par;i,,fiii S-.u.-.. 

-rOP sEcRs;T UMBRA 
.. --~- -- .. ' . -- --. ----··· 

ITEM 
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Message #45 From: Saigon To: Paris 28 November 1972 

Saigon reiterates its proposal of returning to the 8 May 
formula as the method of achieving peace. They add that during 
Mr. Kissinger's first visit to Saigon, he put forward the idea 
"of returning to the 8 May formula after the election." 

EO 3.3b(3) 
PL 86-36/50 USC 3605 

TOP !5_S~J;T QM&AA 
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Doc ID: 6549596    Doc Ref ID: A504075

TOP stpRE:T UMnR -
DELTA CON'flfOLLED FEfJt'-

Message #47 From: Paris To: Saigon 29 November 1972 

Saigon informed that Hoang Due Nha will depart Paris on 
29 November and will arrive in Saigon on 30 November. Nha 
has requested that the press be diverted from Ton Son Nhut 
airport. 

Message #48 From: Paris To: Washington 29 November 1972 

Instructs Nguyen Phu Due to stress the moral side of the 
matter, especially the last two pages of a letter apparently 
from President Thieu to President Nixon. 

Message #49 From: Saigon To: Washington 29 November 1972 

Saigon's Washington Ambassador is instructed to cable the 
news of the talks between President Nixon and Nguyen Phu Due 
immediately following the interview. 

Message #50 From: Washington To: Saigon 29 November 1972 

Nguyen Phu Due files preliminary report on session with 
President Nixon and Mr. Kissinger stating that he had elucidated 
various aspects of the South Vietnamese position and would 
forward the details by coded message. Due also informs Saigon 
that on 30 November he is scheduled to meet again with the 
President and Mr. Kissinger. 

Message #51 From: Washington To: Saigon 30 November 1972 

Nguyen Phu Due reports that President Nixon informed him 
that the next negotiating session in Paris would be the last. 
Due then outlined Saigon's three main objections to the draft 
accords present form: 1) withdrawal of the NVA forces, 2) the 
composition and functions of the National Council for Recon­
ciliation and Concord and 3) South Vietnam's opposition to the 
PRG as a parallel government. President Nixon then instructed 
Mr. Kissinger to make an effort in the direction of the South 
Vietnamese requests. Kissinger then proposed three chanoes in 
the wording of clauses in the draft accord. 

r:f@P ~~,q~;~~ 1)J0'.11I5S~ 
&>iLsTA. C()>ITRGLLED HEM 
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Message #52 From: Saigon To: . Washington 30 November 1972 

Saigon complains about tardy reporting from SVN delegation 
in Washington. Saigon is ready to.have "messages quickly in 
the clear" rather than late. 

Message #53 From: Saigon To: Washington 30 November 1972 

Saigon asked its Washington representatives to apologize 
to the U.S. Government for delays which were caused by technical 
difficulties. Instructions for the meeting with President Nixon 
and Mr. Kissinger indicated that the SVN delegation should 
1) reiterate that the withdrawal of NVA remains unresolved as 
does the composition function and prerogatives of the CNCR, 
2) stress that until these two points are resolved no internal 
political solution between SVN and NLF could be achieved 
3) show good will and be receptive to new ideas, 4) ask that 
the 8 May military solution be reconsidered or altered so that 
the U.S. military disengagement could be achieved leaving SVN 
to continue their fight and negotiate with the NVN and NLF on 
internal political questions. Under such a solution, the 
United States would then only have to seriously carry out 
military and economic Vietnamization and take retaliatory steps 
in case of a violation by NVN. 
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AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 
IN ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
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w 
ti: TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
U)IDRMAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 
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LL ffiESIDE NT !AL SECRET ARY HOANG D UC NHA' S FL lG HT DELAYED IN TEL AV IV 

en IO<CC 
U) FR PAR IS: DELEGATION; MAJOR 
~ ((NGUYEN VAN)) HUNG((l)) 27 NOV 72 1155 
U TO SAIGON: <<OFF ICE OF THE PRESIDENT)) 

MAJOR NGUYEN BINH THIEU(( 1)) 

~ 
I JUST TALKED TO AMBASSADOR ((PHAM DANG LAM)) AND HE INFORMED 

flE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
THE AIRPLANE BROKE DOWN EN ROUTE CAT TEL AVIV) AND 

«PRESIDENTIAL)) SECRETARY (<HOANG DUC NHA)) WILL ARRIVE AT THE 

• 
• VERY EARLIEST AT 170121 HOURS PARIS TIME, 240121 HOURS SAIGON TIME. -:#= 

THUS, INFORM THE CHIEF- OF CABINET ((COL. VO VAN CAM)) OF THIS. 33 
I REPEAT: ACCORDING TO THE AIRLINE COMPANY, 1700 HOURS PARIS • 

TIME IS THE VERY EARLIEST THAT THE SECRETARY CAN ARRIVE HERE AND 
--AT- PRESENT THE PLANE-HAS BROKENDOWN-T~f-°TEL-·Av1v~-- tJ.:rus-coi..:-:- -- - --- -- - - -- -

((VO VAN)) CAM CAN TALK WITH THE SECRETARY NO LATER THAN 2400 
l-0 URS FR 0 M SA lG 0 N • 
((1)) NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED. 

0 ((2)) HOANG DUG NHA WAS SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN PARIS MONDAY NOON, 
~ PARIS TIME, ACCORDING TO A MESSAGE OF 26 NOV, BEING SERIES 
\L CHECKED. 
iii TI 27 NOV 72 1055Z 
OOXXHH 
t(450 
~ #3086 

• 
• 

u ·~ 
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SOUTH VIETNAMESE PRESIDENTIAL SECRETARY ARRIVES IN PARIS 

xx cc 
wFR PARIS: ((PRESIDENTIAL SECRETARY)) 
W HOANG DUG NHA 27 NOV 72 1920 
[i,10 SAIGON CVO VAN CM> 051/PDVN 

t?J"'-m PLEASE INFORM PRESIDENT CCTHIEU)) THAT I HAVE JUST ARRIVED IN 
QCPARIS. BECAUSE OF MECHANICAL TROUBLE, I WAS 7 HOURS LATE. I AM 

'cJ SfARTING TO WORK NOW. PLEASE ((8 VAL STAND BY)) AND PRESENT 

1 
'1 
j 

-1 

~jl C<THlS)) TO PRESIDENT CCTHIEU)) IMMEDIATELY. 
TI 27 NOV 72 1822Z 
XXHH 

~~~33 ~";' 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
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~PRESIDENTIAL SECRETARY HOANG DUC NHA TO RETURN TO SAIGON FROM 
~PARIS; PRESIDENTIAL SSISTANT DUC AND AMBASSADffi PHUONG TO GO TO 
u'J.ol ASH! NGT ON 
,YJ'I1 

G2'~xcc 
7~FR SAIGON: C CCHIEF OF GABI NET)) 
'lb! VO VAN CAM 27 NOV 72 2310 

TO PARIS: AMBASSADOR CCPHAM DANG LAM)) FLASH 2782/PTT/VP 

(';· PLEASE RELAY THE FOLLOW! NG DIRECTIVE FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
ui) 1. C (SPECIAL)) SSISTANT CC NGUYEN PHU)) DUC AND AMBASSADOR 
;~,«TRAN KIM)) PHUONG RE ENOUGH TO GO TO WASHINGTON. ((!))AM 
~}RELYING ON THEM TOT KE SUFFICIENT PAPERS AND DOCUMENTS TO CONTINUE 
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':JJJ 2. CCPRESIDENTI L)) SECRETARY CCHOANG DUC)) NHA MUST RETURN TO 
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""7\XHH 
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I AiJOKE THE PRESIDEiH I i'J OIWEii TO Pl\ ESE NT THE ViESSAGE. CC 1)) 
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11 
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I) 
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WILL ARRIVE IN WASHINGTON ON TUESDAY AT 18~0 HOURS UASHINGTON TIME, 
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( ( )) REQUEST THAT CCCOL)) CAM SHOW THE FOLLOWING TO PRESIDENT 

O < CT.HIEU)) IMMEDIATELY~ 

LU .;:: .. 
-·~ "TCf;THE PRESIDENT OF.THE REPUBLIC FROM HOANG DUC NHA~ 
(/) ' '·· . 

(/) . -: . 

_'.'.)"HERE IS THE PROJECTED CONCLUSION CCTO THE)) LETTER CCTO PRESIDENT 
u 

NIXON))~ PLEASE GIVE US YOU FINAL OPINION CCON IT))~ 

· o "CONCLUSION 
w 

~"DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, 
(j) 
<( 
~ "I CONVEY TO You IN ALL CANDOR MY VIEWS ON THE MAJOR ASPECTS OF THE 
u 

PEND ING PEACE SETTLEMENT IN THE SP IR IT OF THE VERY CLOSE AND CON-

8 FIDENT RELATIONSHIP WHICH HAS ENA3LED US TO OVZRCOME TOGETHER SO 

LL 
· (J) MA NY D IF F I CULT IE S IN T HE PAST F 0 UR YE AR S • 

(J) 
<( 

d "THE BLOOD WHICH HAS BEEN SHED SY SO MANY SOLDIERS OF OUR TWO 

COUNTRIES FLIGHTING SIDE BY SIDE HAS FORGED UNBREAKABLE BO~JDS OF 

0 
. W FR IENDSH!? BETWEEN OUR TWO :JAT IONS. WE OWE TO THEM TO ENSURE THAT THE 

LL 

-~ SACRIFICES THEY HAVE MADE WILL COMTRIBUTE TO THE KHlD OF PEACE 

........ j 
-UTHEY GAVE THEIR LIVES TO BRING ABOUT. 

"THOSE BRAVE MEN HAD BEEN CALLED UPON TO FIGHT TO REPEL 

·o 
·.·w THE UNDE(CXM)) NORTH VIETNAMESE AGGRESSION IN ORDER 
-LL 

. (J) 

~ TO ENABLE THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM TO LIVE IN FREEDOM, 

~ 

U AND TO ESTABLISH GENUINE PEACE AND 

BBILITY roR THIS PART or THE WORLD. TO THAT EFFECT, ouR Two 

GOVERNMENTS, IN MANY SUMMIT CONFERENCES AND NUMBEROUS STATEMENTS, 

. ·- ·- -- . --- ·- . 
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HAVE DECLARED THAT THE PURPOSE OF OUR STRUGGLE cc VAL· WAS) TO MAKE 

Q SURE THAT AGRESSION SHOULD NOT BE CC VAL REWARDED) AND THAT THE 
w -

.-1.J.. PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM ARE ENTITLED TO EXERT THEIR RIGHT TO SELF 
en en 
j ~DETERMINATION FREE FROM THE PRESSURE:OF~VIOLENCE 

·, ,. ..·· . ~ ,;: u 
AND THREAT OF F'ORCE, AND FREE FROM ANY EXTERNAL INTERFERENCE. 

0 FOR THE REASONS I ((GAVE)) EXPLAINED ABOVE, THE DRAFT AGREEMENT WHICH 
w 
LL 
00 THE COMMUNISTS ATTEMPT TO IMPOSE ON US CANNOT BY ANY OBJECTIVE 

.m 

. ·•· <( 
....I STANDARD FULFILL THESE CRITERIA~ ON THE CONTRARY, THEY WILL .· u 

NEG ATE ALL THE EFrORT S AND SACR IF ICES WE Hri VE MADE FOR SO LONG. 

~"I WOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT CCl WD G)) THAT THE VIE~S I EXPRESS HERE 

lL. 
tJ) ARE 
m 
<( 

.J THE u 

NOT MERELY MY PERSONAL ONES. THEY REFLECT THE FIRM CONVICTION OF 

17 MILLION AND A GALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, 

IN EVERY WALK OF LIFE, AS EXPOUNDED FORCEFULLY AND UNMISTAKABLY BY 

.0 
W THEIR CB VAL ELECTED> LEADERS AT ALL LEVELS, IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, 
LL. 

.. , .. ~THE SUPREME COURT, THE PROVINCIAL AND VILLAGE COUNCILS THROUGHOUT 
. ··. <( 

.. ·: ... · _J 

.. ·.- U THE LAND, AS WELL AS DIRECTLY AND SPONTANEOUSLY IN POPULAR AND 

SPONTANEOUS DEMONSTRATIONS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, 

0 
W UPON THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE 9 POINTS IN THE COMMUNIST DRAFT AGREEMENT 
LL. 
m 
~ PUBLISHED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AGGRESSORS IN THEIR RADIO BROADCAST 
_j 

u LMT MONTH. 

u .. NO ONE CAN DENY THAT sour H VIET NAM IS THE VICTIM 01' A 

BLATANT AGRESSION COMMITTED BY.NORTH VIETNAM~ THEREFORE, ANY 

u 
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I - SUGGEST ION THAT OUR·--·PEOPLE AND ·-THEIR CB-VAL ELECTED) .. LEADE.RS 
. -

OARE AN OBSTACl.~"E TO PEACE FOR RESUSIN-G THE TERIMS ·IMPOSED BY 

w -
~THE.AGGRESSORS IS A MOST CRUEL IRONY. 
en 
en 
_:5 "I AM AWARE THAT, FROM THE STANDPOINT OF' THE U.E., THIS 
u 

PROTRACTED WAR IN A FARAWAY LAND HAS BEEN TAXING TOO HEAVILY 

O -ON YOUR HUMAN AND NATURAL RESOURCES. THEREFORE, THIS CANNOT 
w 
l.J.. 
CJ) GO ON INDEFINITELY~ THAT IS WHY YOU HAVE AROUSED GREAT AD-
en 
<( 
.J MIR AT ION THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND STRONG SUPPORT IN THE u . 

u.s. BY THE NIXON DICTRINE, WHEREBY THE u~s. WILL CONTINUE 

~TO HONOR ITS COMMITMENTS ABROAD, AND WILL HELP OTHER PEOPLES 
:.LI 
l.J... 
m TO DEFEND THEMSELVES, EACH MENAC~D COUNTRY BEING EXPECTED 
m 
<.'( 

d TO PROVIDE THE MAMPOWER AND TO DI SPLAY THE DETERMINATION 

IN ITS SELF-DEFENSE. IN THIS REGARD, YOU HAVE CONSIDERED THE 

:l '"'E L TH" ~-M LL.In PU3 IC OF' VIETNAM AS ,. TEST CASE OF CCTHE)) NIXON DICTRINE. 
l.J... 
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_J 
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3330441 

Z 280439Z NOV 72 ZYH 

Cl 
W FM DIRNSA 
IJ.. -Cf) 

~ TO WHITE HOUSE 
_J 

U ZEM 

0 
w 

T Q iZ. i i Q R ii T YMQRt; iiilsiL'z QQHTRQlslsliii ITiiF1 FHJAL SECTION OF TWO 

IJ.. 3/00/VND/T. -72 
-Cf) 

~TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A VND/T MESSAGE. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY 
_J 

u 
LIMITATIONS ON· DISTR.IBl!l'ION ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 

TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITEHOUSE ONLY• 
0 
l.IJ 
IJ.. . 

(J) "I AM PROUD TO SAY THAT CCTHE>> SOtrrH·VIETNAMESE 
U> 
c( 

d PEOPLE HAVE DONE FULL"Y THEIR· SHARE IN THIS JOINT UNDERTAKING~ 

. A(]A T !ME ·WHEN THE u.·. ~ HAS WITHDRAWN HALF A MILL ION OF ITS 

rUoPS, THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES AND PEOPLE "HAVE 

THWARTED A GENERAL. OFFENSIVE __ LAllNCHED THIS YEAR BY THE 
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NORTH VIETNAMESE AGGRESSORS WITH HUGE AND SOPHISTICATED 

:l 
~ARMAMENTS SUPPLIED BY THE COMMUNIST POWERS. THE AGGRESSORS 
J. -/) 
~HAVE BEEN GREATLY WEAKEr~ED BY THAT SETBACK. THE NIXON 
.J 
:J 

DOCTR !NE HAS BEEN FULLY VIND IC AT ED. WHAT REMA INS IS ONLY TO 

ACHIEVE WHAT HAS BEEN MOSTLY DONE ALREADY, TO FULFILL OUR 
0 
w 
LL COMMON GOALS OF PEACE WITH HONOR, AND A GENUINE AND LASTING -(I) 
~PEACE FOR SOUTHEAST ASIA • 
..J 
u 

" NSTEAD, THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE SETTLEMENT, AS THE 

COMMUNISTS NOW TRY TO IMPOSE ON US, WILL FRUSTRATE AND DEFEAT 
0 
w 
~OUR COMMON BASIC PURPOSES, BECAUSE IN THAT SETTLEMENT THE 
(I) 
(I) . 

j COMMUNIST AGGRESSORS REFUSE TO ACCEPT THE OBLIGATION 

u 
TO WITHDRAW THEIR TROOPS CONCURRENTLY WITH THE WITHDRAWAL 

0 OF ALLIED TROOPS FROM SOUTH VIETNAM. THE DRAFT AGREEMENT ALSO 
w -
ffi DISCARDS THE ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLES OF THE 1954 GENEVA AGREEMENT, 
(I) 

j BY THE REFUSAL OF HANO I AMONG OT HER THINGS TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE 
u 

PRINCIPLE THAT THE TWO STAtES OF VIETNAM, DEMARCATED BY THE 

0 J7TH PARALLEL HAVE TO RESPECT THE DMZ AS WELL AS EACH OTHER' w -IJ.. 
(i) TERRITORY~ FURTHERMORE, IN THE DRAFT AGREEMENT NORTH 
(/) 
<( 

d VIETNAM ARROGATES THE RIGHT TO IMPOSE A POLITICAL SOLUTION 

O~THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM, WHICH IS BOTH CONTRARY 

TLJTHE 1954 GENEVA AGREEMENT AND TO THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 

w 
u 
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INTERFERE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF ANOTHER STATE. UNDER 

l 

.
11 

THESE CIRCUMSTANCES ONE CAN HARDLY WONDER wHY THE NORTH 
I_ 

J) & VIETNAMESE AGGRESSORS WHO HAVE BEEN SO UNCOOPERATIVE DURING 
I 

J 
FOUR YEARS OF PEACE TALKS IN PAR IS NOW CLAMOR SO LOUDLY 

FOR THE PROMPT SIGNATURE OF THE DRAFT AGREEMENT WITHIN VERY 

11 
-;~ CLOSE DEADLINES. 

:n :n 
~ " AM AWARE THAT THE U. E'. CONGRESS LOOKS ON FOREIGN AID 

I 

u 
WITH MISGIVINGS. BUT I HAVE NO DOUBT THAT wITH YOUR FORCEFUL 

O AND PERSUASIVE LEADERSHIP, YOU CAN GAIN SUPPORT FOR WHAT 

w 
~ NEEDS TO BE DONE TO SAFEGUARD FREEDOM AND THE LONG RANGE 
(/) 
(/) 

~ SECURITY OF THE FREE WORLD,AS YOU HAVE DONE ON MANY PREVIOUS 

u 
OCCASIONS IN RECENT YEARS, AND EARLIER THIS YEAR. 

a "THE u.s. GOVERNMErff HAS RIGHTLY STATED THAT VIETNAM 
w -l1.. 
(/) HASBECOME A SYMBOL OF U •• FOREIGN POLICY, AND THAT THE 
(/) 
<( 
~ KIND OF SETTLEMENT FOR VIETNAM WILL DETERMINE THE KIND OF 
u 

PEACE IN OTHER CCPARTS>> OF THE WORLD. IN FACT, THE 

~ NAT IONS OF THE WORLD ARE WATCH I MG CLOSELY THE KIND OF PEACE 

-l1.. 
<I> IN VIETNAM TO DETERMINE THEIR COURSES OF ACT ION IN THE 
(/) 
<( 

d PRESENT AND IN THE FUT URE. 

(l "THE ISSUE THEREFORE GOES MUCH BEYOND VIETNAM ITSELF. 

Bu THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE CANNOT D 0 LESS THAN TO CONVEY 

___:r_o You. IN UTMOST SINCERITY AND FRMlKNESS THEIR VIEWS 
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ON THIS VITAL MATTER, ON THE BASIS OF THEIR LONG AND INTIMATE 

Q 
. W EXPERIENCES WITH COMMUNIST TOTALITARIAN ISM AND EXPANSIONISM, . IJ.. -(/) 
~AND BECAUSE THEY WILL HAVE; TO LIVE OR DIE UNDER THE SETTLEMENT 
...J 
u 

TO BE CONCLUDED WITH THE COMMUNISTAGGRESSORS~ NO MATTER WHAT 

ACTION YOU FEEL YOU HAVE TO TAKE UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, I 
. Cl 
w 

. IJ.. WISH TO" ASSURE You, MR~ PRE$IDENT' THAT THE VIETNAMESE 
(J') 
U) 

.•··'· · ... :<(PEOPLE AND MYSLEF ARE DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR WHAT YOU HAVE DONE 
.. .. :.,·.-· .. :·· _J 

u 
· IN RELATION TO VIETNAM IN RECENT YEARS~ I HOPE MID PRAY 

·o THAT OUR GRATITUDE WILL GO FAR BEYOND IT, AND FUTURE GENERATIONS 

w 
.LL IN VIETNAM WILL REMEMBER YOU AS THE LEADER OF A GREAT ALLIED 
. (J') 

(J') 

~ NATiriN WHICH WILL B~ING ABOUT LASTING PEACE IN FREEDOM 

u 
FOR VIET NA~1 AND sour HE AST AS IA." 
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TRANSMITTED HEREWITH rs A VND/T MESSAGE~ PLEASE ADVISE 
0 
w 
LL IF ANY LIMITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. THIS 
(J) 

~ MESSAGE WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY~ 
..J 
u 

VIETNAMESE CSOUTH) VIETNAMESE 

SAIGON OFFERS FURTHER THOUGHTS TO TASy FORCE OF NEGOTIATORS 
0 
w 
~ IN PARIS 
ll) 
ill 
~FR SAIGON: PRESIDENT'E CABINET; COL. VO VAN CAM 28 NOV 72 
u 
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FOR THE TASK FORCE. 

CC VAL P_R_~ S IE ~lT T lj IEjJ2___ 0FFE__R ~-THE ~9~_1.,._QW H{_G ___ SUBJE CT S 

<ll FOR 
<( THE TASK FORCE'S CONSIDERATION: 
.J 
u 

"SHOULD THE SUBJECT OF THE 8( CXG) )5 SOL UT ION BE RAISED 

WITH THE ALLY? WOULD IT BE OF ANY ADVANTAGE TO US? IF 
0 
w 
LL (C VAL THAT) SOLUTION IS PICKED, WOULD CC VAL IT RESOLVE 
-(/) 
~THE MATTER) FOR ALL THREE SIDES? SHOULD CC VAL THAT) 
.J u 

SOLUTION BE DISCUSSED IN WASHINGTON OR NOT?" 

0 ANSWER (C VAL PRESIDENT THIEU) BEFORE LEAVING (<FOR w 
LL \•J A SH ING T 0 N) ) ~ 
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_J 

U TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A VND/T MESSAGE. PLEASE ADVISE IF 

ANY LIMITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REr.iUIRED~ THIS MESSAGE 

0 
W WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 
LL 
(I) 

~VIETNAMESE (SOUTH> FRENCH 
_J 

U SAIGON SUGGESTS ADDITIONAL IDEA FOR CONCLUSION OF' LETTER 

T~PRESIDENT NIXON 

FR SAIGON: PRESIDENT' E OFF'ICE; CCCH!EF' OF' CABINET)) 

VO VAN CAM 28 NOV 72 1300 
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HOANG DUC NHA IMMEDIATE 2799/PTT/VP 

1~ ((WEl) AGREE TO THE CCDRAFT OF THE)) CONCLUSION 

' 
CCTO THE LETTER TO PRESIDENT NIXON AS RELAYED EARLIER 

,~FROM PARIS FOR PRESIDEN.T THIEU'E APPROVAL))·. ,_ 
IJ.. -' (/) 

2~ IF THE TASK FORCE FEELS THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL, 
\ (/) 
\ <( 
c ..J 
U PLEASE ADD THE FOLLOW ING IDEA IN THE CONCLUSION: 

I 

'1 

1 "THE PEROPLE AND THE GOVERNMENT OF (( OUTH)) VIETNAM 
\ 

l.o 
I~ ARE WELL AWARE THAT THE QUESTION OF SIGNING T~E PEACE, 

(/) 
~WITHDRAWING u~ s~ TROOPS, AND RECOVER ING u~ ~ PRISONERS 

..J 

UIS AN IMPORTANT REQUIREMENT FOR THE U~E~ PEOPLE ((AND IS)) 

BEYOND A POLITICAL QUESTION OF SERVING U~ ~ INTERESTS IN 
0 
IJ.j . I 

IJ.. THE WORLD. NEVERTHELESS, FOR THE VIETNAMESE PEOTLE, IT 

(/) 

~ IS NOT A QUESTION OF POLITICS OR OF SIMPLE INTERESTS, 
.J u 

IT IS RATHER A QUESTION OF LIFE OR DEATH FOR 17 AND A 

HALF MILLION ((VIETNAMESE PEOPLE)) IN THE PRESENT AND 
0 
w -
~ FOR THEIR FUTURE GENER AT IO!~S~" 
(/) 
(/) 
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~OUTH VIETNAMESE _TASK FORCE IN PARIS DISCUSSES PROS AND c·ONS . 
'l:PF VAR rous FORMULAS RELATED ro. PEACE TALKS (( 1)) 

xxcc · 
FR . PAR Is: sour H VI ET NAME SE . 

. DELEGATION; TASK FORCE 28 ·NOV 72 07~5 
fijro SAIGON:· PRESIDENT •s CABINET; . 

COi.,.. · VO VAN CAM ~- 31 /PDVN/TM · 

-ti> TOP SECRET 
(I) RE F"ER~ NCE YOUR TELEGRAM NR·. 2785. . . . 
j .W.~.WOULD HAVE NO _OBJECTION TO RETURNING TO THE 8 MAY FORMULA. 
t1IF IT COULD CC VAL APPEAR) TO RESOLVE THE. IMPASSE, BUT IT APPEARS 
-OIFFICULT TO us· TO RETURN TO ((THIS)) FORMULA BECAUSE THE COMMUNISTS 

HAVE ALREADY REJECTED .IT~ IN EFFECT, THIS FORMULA ADVOCATES A. 
CEASE-FIRE AND THE RELEASE OF POWS BEFORE ANY POLITICAL SETTLEMENT. 

cor.· COURSE, WE COULD COMBINE T.HE 27 JANUARY SOLUTION WITH THE 8 MAY· 
lJ.{ORMULA. NEVERTHELESS, (B VAL NORTH VIETNAM), WITH AN OBVIOUS · . 
~VAm'AGE, WILL CLING TO THE CURRENT DRAFT AGREEMENT ANb WILL, 
lLIN ALL LIKELIHOOD, MOVE THAT CCWE>l, CONCERNING THE DRAFT AS IT 
(iiSfANDS, TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT. THE POSSIBILITY OF ANY .. SUBST.ITUTE .. 
U>FORMULA DEPENDS :UPON THE WILLI MG NESS OF THE U.S. GOVER NM-ENT TO MOVE 
<t'r1£ PREVIOUS QUEST°ION ((POSSIBLE OMISSION)),·CERTAIN BASIC 
~PRINCIPLES. q2)) THIS IS VERY IMPROBABLE GIVEN THE CURRENT STATE 
voF THINGS. ·WE · FEELGN NEVERTHELESS, ·THAT THE PROBLEM CAN BE RAISED 

CO NVE NIE NTL y·. · . · 
( .(1)) REISSUED BASED ON FURTHER ANALYSIS. · .. 
CC2)) ALTERNATE TRANSLATIOI~: ••• "OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT TO POSE 

C . · THE QUESTION .TH T PRECEDES CERTAIN BASIC· PRINCIPLES"; 
W MEAN! NG UNCLEAR. . 
[LI" I .28 . NOV 7.2 0634Z . 
ffiXXHH __ - · _ . 

~l~~29 . :TOP .·3-r== .;j~ET Uii::3RA1 
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ffi1 Q P ii QR i T NMiRA 3/00/VND/T -72 
c( 
_J 

U TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A- VND/T MESSAGE. PLEASE ADVISE IF 

ANY LIMITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REgUIRED~ THIS MESSAGE WAS 

a 
~TRAN SM ITT ED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 
lL. 
Ul 
U> VIETNAMESE C OUTH> FRENCH, ENGLISH -­
<( 
_J 

U SAIGON RELAYS SECHEDULE FOR NGUYEN PHU DUC TO MEET PRESIDENT 

N~ON 

•.• · 

·. · .. 

FR SAIGON: CC PRESIDENT• CAB !NET>); COL~ VO VAN CAM 28 NOV ~2 164 0 if'/ 3 

. ~ . . --· ----- - ·· ·. . . - -· 
TO PARIS: SOUTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATION; HOANG DUC NHA IMMEDIATE 2790/ 

C PTT /VP 

Ill.JI 
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m 
j WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF DISCUSS-ION WITH THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

u 
TRAN VAN LAM~ THIS EVENING~ 

c2~ AMBASSADOR c<ELLSWORTH)) BUNKER CAME TO COMMUNICATE THE FOLLOWING 
I.LI -ffi MESSAGE T 0 RESIDENT C CT HIEU)) ~ PLEASE I NF ORM C (PRES !DENT IAL)) 

(J) 
<( .. 
-IASSISTANT CCNGUYEN PHU)) DUC. 
u 

"PRESIDENT NIXON HAS ASKED ME TO INFORM YOU THAT HE HAS CB VAL NOW> 

'C SET ASIDE 3:00 P~M~ ON- WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29 <WASHINGTON TIME) 
IJ.J ·-1.1. 

:u;To MEET WITH MR~ DUC~ PRESIDENT NIXON ANTICIPATF!:S THAT MR~ DUG WILL 
I CJ) 
: <( 1d BE AVAILABLE F'OR THAT MF!:ETING AND HOPES THAT MR~ DUC WILL-, FOR THIS 
\ 
' 
I 

j WEEK IS SO FULL THAT IF THE APPOINTMENT IS MISSED, THERE MAY NOT 
\ 

l~ BE ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY FOR HIM TO MEET WITH MR~ DUC~" 
: G: 
lu; ti" " fU> R"'GARDS. 
!-!( 
\ .J u 300 

·-------....-l!!l!'IP"!l'pmlll _____ ,.,...._ ______ ~~-.. ,.,..--,.....,.._ ----.-.. ···~--,,.,.-.-····-.-,---~--··-··-.-.--. --
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00 
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.J 

0 

U TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A VND/T MESSAGE~ PLEASE ADVISE IF 

ANY LIMITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED~ THIS MESSAGE 
0 
w 
i«.. WAS TRANSMITTED T 0 THE WH !TE HO USE ONLY~ 
-(ff) 
~ VIETNAMESE (SOUT) FRENCH -­
.Jl 
u 

. NGUYEN PHU DUC AND TRAN KIM PHUONG TO LEAVE PARIS FOR 

WASHINGTON; HOANG DUC NHA TO RETURN TO SAIGON FROM PARIS 
0 
w 
~ 

~FR PARIS: ((SOUTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATION)); HOANG DUC NHA 
(/} 
(ff) 

~ 28 NOV 72 0940 

u 

T~ 
SAIGON: PRESIDENT• CABINET; COL. VO VAN CAM IMMEDIATE 

054 /PDVN/P 

_SPF.CI.AL_ A_SSISTf\NT _((_NGUYEN PHll)) .DllC -"r~D AMBAS.SADO_R __ _ 
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CCTRAN KIM)) PHUONG ARE DEPARTING CCPARIS)) FOR WASHINGTON 

0 
~_AT _t.230_HOUR?_JODAY ( 1J30 _l:-IQUR_S_T_l)ESDAY, -~~--L(tl__Q~L~BER)) 
-Ul 
~SAIGON TIME)~ I CCHOANG DUC NHA)) EXPECT TO DEPART ((PARIS)) 

l..J 

U FOR SAIGON ON WEDNESDAY AND I WILL ARRIVE CCIN SAIGON)) 

0 
w 

ON THURSDAY. 
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~TO WHITE HOUSE CATTN MR DAVID MCMANIS FOR SERIES CHECK) 
•... ZEM 
(}) T i P i Ji 8 R i T WBUiRJ; 
Ul 
<( TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. d PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATION ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. 

THIS MESSAGE WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 

VIETNAMESE C (SOUTH>) FRENCH 
XXMMENP01F0072333 

Cl 3/00/VND/T ·72 
~~AV S,AV N, KUS/FORP/. 
II. 
if) SJUTH VIETNAMESE CABINET CHIEF ISSUES INSTRUCTIONS PRIOR TO SVN 
(f) OFFICIALS MEETING WITH U. s. PRESIDENT 
"1: 
_J xxcc 
U FR SAIGON: ((OFFICE OF' THE» PRESIDENT; 

CCCOL.)) VO VAN CAM 28 NOV 72 1850H 
TO PARIS: AMBASSADOR PHAM DANG LAM IMMEDIATE 2793/PTT/VP 
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(_) FOR ASSISTANT CC NGUYEN PHU)) DUC AND AMBASSADOR CCPHAM DANG)) ~ ~; :;~ 
I.ti LAM; IF ASSISTANT DUC IS ALREADY EN ROUTE, PLEASE FORWARD. , ·- v' ,·, \, .,, 
[L "PURSUANT TO YOUR RESPONSE CONCERNING THE 8 MAY SOLUTION WITH ~ .~ .~i 
iJj A VIEW TO PROVING THAT OUR GOVERNMENT. DOES NOT CATEGORICALLY OPPOSE .~ .~ u 
U> ALL OPT IONS PROPOSED BY THE Ue s. GOVERNMENT, WE THINK THAT YOU SHOULD, , 
<.(NEVERTHELESS, PROPOSE TO PRESIDENT NIXON THE IDEA OF RETURNING TO ~ 
.J HIS SOL UT ION OF' MAY 8. IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT HE CC NIXON)) WILL REPLY 
UTO YOU THAT THE COMMUNISTS HAVE ALREADY REJECTED n. YOU HAVE, AS 

A RETORT, THAI THE COMMUNISTS REJECT EVERYTHING EXCEPT A SOLUTION 
TOTALLY ADVANTAGEOUS FOR THEM, THUS ALLOWING THEM TO WIN. INSIST 

D
IN THE TALKS THAT EVEN IF CCWE)) RETURN TO THE 8 MAY SOLUTION ONLY 
THE USA A"1> THE COMMUNISTS HAVE ANYTHING TO GAIN. NAMELY, THE 
USA WILL SECURE THE LIBERATION OF' ALL u.s. PRISONERS AND WITHDRAWAL 
OF' U. s. TROOPS WITHIN 4 MONTHS AND THE COMMUNISTS WOULD SECURE A 
TOTAL CESSATION OF BOMBING AND MINING IN ADDITION TO WITHDRAWAL ~ 
OF U.S. TROOPS Atll PERHAPS ALSO OTHER ALLIES WITHIN 4 MONTHS. AS ~'f.~ 
FOR US, WE WILL ALWAYS BE IN A DISADVANTAGEOUS POSITION. NAMELY, 
THE CESSATION OF' THE BOMBING AND MINING OF NORTH VIETNAM IN ADDITION 
TO THE WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. TROOPS AND PERHAPS OTHER ALLIED BUT NOT 
THE WITHDRAWAL OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS. EVEN WITH A CEASE-FIRE 
THROUGHOUT ALL OF' INDOCHINA WITH INTER NATIONAL SUPERVISION, PROV ID ED 
FOR IN THE SOLUTION, WE STILL ARE ACCEPTING GREAT RISKS BECAUSE THAT 

0 WILL NOT PREVENT NORTH VIETNAM FROM REVITALIZING ITSELF, CONTINUING 
~:!TO RECEIVE AID FROM THE COMMUNIST BLOC, PURSUING NEW INFILTRATIONS, 
LL Ft.OTTING A VIOLATION OF THE CEASE•F'IRE, AND PREPARING A NEW 
if) OFFENSIVE." 
(J) I REMIND YOU THAT DR. KISSINGER, IN HIS FIRST VISIT 10 SAIGON, 
<'-(PUT FORWARD THE IDEA OF RETURNING TO THE 8 MAY FORMULA AFTER THE 
..JU ELECTION. 
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0 
W ~UTH VIETNAMESE PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT RETURNS TO SAIGON FROM PARIS -LL 
-xxcc 
~f'R PARISI DELEGATION; SPECIAL 
~ SECRET ARY TRAI'! NGOC B lCH 29 NOV 72 15 00 
.JTO SAIGONJ OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT J 
U DIRECTOR OF' THE CABINET COLONEL 

VO VAN CAM •• M 

PLEASE BE INFORPIED THAT PIONSIEUR HOANG auc NHA TOOK A PLANE 
~TODAY, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, «AIR FRANCE» FLIGHT AF 192, AND 
_ CCWILL)) ARRIVE IN SAIGON ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30. ACCORDING TO 
LL HIS WISH, Pl.EASE DIVERT THE PRESS AT TAN SON NHUT AIRPORT. -
(iiTI 29 NOV 72 1400'l 
(1)}11 x 
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0 &>UTH VIETNAMESE PRESID·ENTIAL ASSISTANT IN PARI.S ISSUES 
wINSTRUCTIONS TO SPECIAL ASSISTANT IN WASHINGTON -!:xxcc 
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,PARIS: CCPRESIDENTIAL 
ASSISTANT)) .HOANG DUC 
NHA. 29 NOV 72 

WASHINGTON: AMBASSADOR 
TRAN KIM PHUONG FLASH 57/PDVNCH/PA 

,· .. 

PLEASE ADVISE SPECIAL ASS.ISTANT NGUYEN PHU i>uc THAT I SUGGEST 
IN YOUR MEETING THIS AFTERNOON TO PLEASE STRESS THE LAST 'PART OF 

0THE LETTER, PAGES 15• 17 •. PLACE THE STRESS ON THE l"X)RAL SIDE OF 
~THE MATTER. , 
LL. Tl 29 NOV 72 ·09 1 lZ 
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TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC ME.SSAGE. 
PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATION ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. 

0THIS MESSAGE WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 
I.LI 
LLVIET NA ME SE C SOUTH> 
U)XXMMENP01F'0072334 
(1)3/00/VND/T -72 
<(AVS, KUS/FOR P /B ,D • 
..J 
UsAIGON ASKS THAT RESULTS OF MEETING BETWEEN VIETNAMESE SPECIAL 

ENVOY AND PRESIDENT NIXON BE SENT IMMEDIATELY AFTER INTERVIEW 

xxcc . 
QFR SAIGON: COL~ VO VAN CAM 29 NOV 72 2150H 
WTO WA SHI NG TON: AMBASSADOR TRAN 
LL KIM PHUONG IMMEDIATE 2830/PTT/VP -
(I) PRESIDENT ((THIEU)) lS AWAITING NEWS OF THE TALKS BETWEEN 
~((SPECIAL)) ASSISTANT NGUYEN PHU DUC

0

AND PRESIDENT NIXON. PLEASE 
..JC<SEND)) A CABLE BY PLAIN LANGUAGE TELEX IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE 
UlNTERVIEW. I WILL BE ON WATCH CONTINUALLY STARTING TODAY. 

TI 2 9 NOV 72 09 1 lZ 
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ASSISTANT)) NGUYEN PHU DUC 29 NOV 72 2055 

a 
~TO SAIGON: PRESIDENT' UFFICE; CHIEF OF Cti.J3 HJET VO VM CAM -- 263/ lL . 
(/) 

~ W/VP 
..J u . 

. FOR YOUR . ItJF'OR1•iA1' !Or·J, HAVE C01•1E F'Ron A LONG MEET ING w ITH 

PRESIDENT NIIWN AT THE WHITE HOUSE ((WHICH LASTED)) F'R01•1 1500 

a· 
w . 
1J... TO 17~·0 _HOURS. DR, JCISSHJGER At-JO GENERAL Hl'IIG ASSISTED AT THE· 

U) . 
U) ... 
<(MEET.ING, AMBASSADOR C C'fRAf-J l{!1vi) > PHUONG WAS AT 1•1Y SIDE • 
..J 
u 

I PRESENTED YOUR LETTER 10 PRESID!!:NT rHX-m1, WHO READ IT WITH 

0 GREAT CARE, AND THErJ I ELUCIDA'.fi~D VARIOUS ASPECTS Ur OUR POSIT ION. 

w 
~ IMMEDIAtELY FOLLOWING THIS MEETING I HELD ~ DISCUSSION FOR AN HOUR 
U) . 

U) 

. j AND A HALF' WITH DR. !USS IM GER HJ HIS OFF ICE. THE ATMOSPHEf'IE ·. 

u 
.· WAS·CORDIAL, THE DETAILS OF 11·1r:: CONVERSAlIOnS.\HLL BE SENT 

cj CCTO YOU» BY CODED l'iESSAGE, 
w 
LL 
(j) TOM.ORROW I WILL HAVE ANOTHER MEET ING WITH l{!SSHJGER AT 0915 
(/) . 

<( 
..JHOURS FOLLOWED BY ANOTHER MEETING l:JITH PRESIDENT NIXON AT 1130 
u 

-· ·-·-· · .. -
HOURS~ RESPEGTS, C"C 1)) 

·. 

0 (Ct)) THE ABOVE 1•1ESSAGE foR01•i WASHINGTON l:JAS PRECEDED BY ~ w . - .· 
IJ... 
U> MESSAGE TO THE SVN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON FROM COL, VO VAN CAM 
U> 
.<( 

d IN SAIGON DATED 300935 NOV, NO. 2275/TELEX~ CAM' MESSAGE READ 

A~FOLLows: "IMMED IATEL y AFTER THE AUIJ IE ti CE ((\~ITH PRES !DENT 

NUON» PLEASE: 1. CABLE 1•iE THE PRuG~A1·1 ur ccPRESIDEiHIAL» 

ASSISTANT NGUYEN PHU DUC. 2. AWAIT THE URDERS ·ccOF)) PRESIDENT 

O.S'ali-
c ctHIEU))," AT APPROXIPIATELY lYetz 1-IOU~S 30 NOV, THE coot·CLERK· 

c . 
WAT THE WASHINGTON EMBAS~Y RESPU~DED TU COL. VO VA~ CAM' PLEA lL . 

(/) 

~THAT "PRESIDENT C CTHIEU)) S I1•iPAT IEtffL Y A\•rAIT ING ASSISTANT 

..J 

u DUC' $ MESSAGES" B.Y SAYING THAT SHE WAS WORKING ALONE AND WOULD 

TRANSMIT-THE MESSAGE JUST AS SUON AS SHE COULD GET IT 

a 
w .. . 
lL ENCIPHERED, 
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~TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A Vi-JD/I i'!ESSAGE. PLEASE ADVISE ff 
...J 
u 

ANY LIMITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. THIS ~ESSAGE 

WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 
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:S- VIETNAMESE C OUTH> FRENCH 

u 
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i 
Oro w 

. -
CC A IGON)): PRES ID ENT w S OFF ICE; CHIEF OF CABINET, 

-lL -(/) 
(/) 

- <( 
: ...J :u 

Q 
w 

COL~ VO VAN CAM URGENT SS/C/TKP/W/264/TLX 

PURSUANT TO MY TELEGRAM NO~ 253 OF 29 NOVEMBER: 

PRESIDENT NIXON SAID THAT THE NEXT NEGOTIATING SESSION 

LL IN PARIS WILL BE THE LAST, AND THAT "UNLESS THE AGREEMENT IS 
(/) 

~SIGNED, corrnRESS WILL CUT OFF AID TU SOUTH VIETNAM. 
_J 

u 

Cl 
w 
l.J... 
(fJ 
(/) 
<( 
..J 
u 

I PRESENTED, WITH INSISTENCE AND WITH DET~ILED ARGUMENT, 

OUR POSIT ION OF THE THREE F'UNDt=i.r·1ErlTAL PROBLEr·1S: 

1. WITHDRAWAL OF THE NVA CCNORTH VIETNA~ESE ARMYll; 

2. COMPOSITION AND FUNCTIO~S OF THE CNRC c<NATIONAL 

COUNCIL FOR RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD>>; AND 

0 3. OU?. OPPOSITION TO THE ?RG ((PROVISIONAL RE VOL UT IONARY 
w 
~GOVERNMENT>) AS A GOVERNrriENT PARALLEL TO GVIJ ( CGOVERl'JMENT 
(/) 
<( 
_J OF SOUTH VIE!l-JAM>). 
u 

NIXON SAID FIRST OF ALL THAT WHAT IS ESSENTIAL FOR 

0 THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM IS THE SUPPORT OF THE U~ • GOVERNMENT 
w 
!: AS .WELL AS THE DETERMINATION Or THE u.E. CCTO RESORT TO)) 
ti) 
(/) 

~-VIOLENT REPRISALS AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM IN CASE OF VIOLATIONS, 
u 
A~ NOT THE CLAUSES OF' AN AGREEMENT WHICH, ACCORD ING TO 

H~ WORDS, IS "JUST A PIECE OF' PAPER" DEVOID OF' IMPORTANCE~ 
--

AT THAT CCPQHJT)") -I DREW HIS ATTENTION TO THE GRAVE 
----------· - - ---·-· -
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-· REPERCUSSimJS ON THE. MORALE OF THE ARVN C (ARMY OF THE . 

~REP UBL IC. OF VIET NAM)> AND THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM, 
-11. -U> WHO STAND TO COMPROMISE EVERYTHING SHOULD ,,,E NOT BE ABLE TO 00 .. 
<( 

dEXPLAIN THAT THE AGREEMENT IS A SUCCESS FOR OUR CAUSE, 

AND WE CANNOT DO THAT Ir SATISFACTION IS NOT GIVEN TO THESE 

0 
W F'UNDAMENTAL PR INCI?LES. 
IJ.. . 

ill rJIXON THEN GAVE INSTRUCTIONS TO CCDR. HENRY A.)) 
<( 
....I 
U KISSINGER TO MAKE AN EFFORT IN THE DIRECTION REQUESTED AS 

POSSIBLE• 

0 
!J.I 
LL 

WITH t·JIXO[·.J' S APPROVAL, J{ISSHJGER ?~OPOSED THE FOLLOWING 

(J) 

~FOR 
....I 

us: 

u 

0 
J.l 

1. CONCERNING THE NVA, HE WILL SEEK TO ADD 10 ARTICLE 

15, ON THE DMZ CCDEMIL!TARIZED ZONE>>, THE PHRASE: "RESPECT 

~EACH OTHER'S TERRITORY IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 24 OF 
J) 

~THE GENEVA AGREEMENT." IN ANOTHER CONNSCTION IN THE NEW 
_J 

u 
ARTICLE 13, THE PHRASE "THE QUESTION OF' VIETNAMESE ARMED 

· FORCES IN SOUTH VIET~!AM SHALL BE SETTLED BY THE TWO 
:l 
JJ 

~ SOUTH VIETNAMESE PART !ES" COULD BE MODIFIED TO READ: 
.0 
(). 
J i "THE QUEST ION OFS SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES IN SOUTH 
) 

V~TNAM, ETC~" 

~ 2. HE WILL TRY TO HAVE THE WORDS PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY 

GOVERNMENT ELIMINATED FROM tl--lE TEXT OF THE AGREEMENT~ 

_,)\ ·. : .. 
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3~ CONCERNING THE CNCR, ALL THAT HE WOULD BE ABLE TO DO 

~IS TO OBTAIN THE WORDS "AD1'iINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE" IrJSTEAD OF. 

IJ.. 
CJ) "GOVERNMEtJTAL STRUCTURE." ••• ((1)) 
(/) 
<( 
...J 
u· 

( C 1)) REM.4 IND ER OF TEXT NOT PRE SE NTL Y AVA IL ABLE. 
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TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
NORMAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 
DOLL•VND. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 

I 

TING DELTA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
SMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 

~ - • 3 03 C SOUTH> FRENCH 
t. NP 0 lFOO 72334 

3/00/DOLL-VND/T -72 

- TR!EU' S SPEClA[ -ENVOY REPORTS--TALKS -WITH -PRESlO-ENT NIXONTCTI )- --- -

xx cc 
FR WASH! NGTON: CCSOUTH VIETNAMESE 

o EMBASSY>>; CCSPECIAL PRESIDENTIAL 
ASSISTANT)) NGUYEN PHU DUC 30 NOV 

;:;:: TO SAIGON: PRESIDENT •s OFFICE; 
CHIEF OF CABINET; COL. VO VAN 

00 
CAM URGENT 55/C/TKP/W/264/TLX 

72 0100 

~ ••• NONE OF THE OTHER WORDS IN THE TEXT CAN BE CHANGED, !N-
u Q..UDING THE WORDS "THREE COMPONENTS" WHICH WILL THUS REMAIN. IN 

EXCHANGE FOR THE MODIFICATIONS INDICATED ABOVE, HE SAID THAT WE 
MUST ACCEPT THE OTHER PORTIONS OF THE TEXT, AS IS, IN A GENERAL 
PACKAGE. IF POSSIBLE, PLEASE GIVE ME YOUR INSTRUCTIONS FOR A 

c RESPONSE TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT TOMORROW MORNING C30 NOVEMBER 
w 1972) IN WASHINGTON. I PRESENTED TO PRESIDENT NIXON YOUR 
~PROPOSAL FOR A RETURN TO THE SOLUTION ADVOCATED ON 8 MAY AND 
- FOR VIETNAMIZATION OF THE PEACE BY DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN 
~THE VIETNAMESE PARTIES. CCPRESIDENT>> NIXON REPLIED THAT IT IS TOO 
~LATE FOR THAT NOW. IN HIS WORDS "WE HAVE NO MORE TIME. WE PASSED 
~THAT PERIOD." CONCERNING THE EXCHANGE OF 10,000 NORTH VIETNAMESE 
u PRISONERS FOR U.S. POWS, NIXON SAID THAT HANOI HAD ALREADY REFUSED. 

ON THE SUBJECT OF YOUR MEETING WITH NIXON TO DISCUSS THE NEGOTIA• 
TIONS, HE SAID THAT SUCH A MEETING IS NOT POSSIBLE UNTIL AFTER THE 
ACCORD IS SIGNED. AT THAT TIME HE WOULD BE VERY HAPPY TO RECEIVE 

o YOU HERE TO CONFIRM HIS SUPPORT FOR YOU. NEVERTHELESS, HE GAVE US 
w THESE PROMISES IN CASE AN ACCORD IS SIGNED: 
: J. MILITARY AND ECONOMIC AID TO SOUTH VIETNAM. 

2. THE U.S. AIR FORCE WILL RESUME BOMBING IN CASE OF 
00 COMMUNIST VIOLATIONS. 
00 3. HE STANDS FIRMLY WITH YOU. 
~ 4. HE HAS UNDERSTANDINGS WITH RUSSIA AND PEKING ON LIMlTA• 
u TIONS OF COMMUNIST AID TO NORTH VIETNAM. 

AT THIS TIME CCPRESIDENT>> NIXON ALSO BROACHED THE QUESTION 
OF THE VIETNAMESE PRESS AND SUGGESTED THAT 1 WOULD BE BEITER If 
THE DIFFERENCES OF VIEW BETWEEN THE T~O GOVERNMENTS REMAINED SECRET 

Cl AT THIS T !ME IN THE COMMON INTEREST. 
w <<tl) CONTINUATION OF MESSAGE SUBMITTED EARLIER TODAY WITH THE 

SAME SERIAL NUMBER. 
~ TI 30 NOV 72 0905Z 
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ffiESIDENT THIEU PREPARING DIRECTIVE FOR PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT DUC 

~~C::::::::ONCOL. VO VAN CAM, 
CHIEF OF THE PRESIDENT• S 
CABINET 30 NOV 72 1945 

TO WASHINGTON: AMBASSADOR TRAN 
KIM PHUONG IMMED !ATE 2282/f LX 

THE PRESIDENT HAS DIRECTED CCME TO)) REPORT CLEARLY TO THE 
AMBASSADOR C CT HE FOLLOW ING>) : 

1. THE TEXT OF CCPRESIDENTIAL>> ASSISTANT ((NGUYEN PHU)) 
((JDUC'S MESSAGE THAT THE PRESIDENT'S OFICE FINISHED RECEIVING 
~AT 1800 HOURS SAIGON TIME ARRIVED TOO LATE BECAUSE IT HAD TO 
~BE ENCRYPTED. THE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE FINISHED DECRYPTING IT 
;AT 1815 HOURS. THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL MET AT 1700 HOURS 
OOAND IS STILL IN SESSION. THE PRESIDENT IS STILL PREPARING A 
~DIRECTIVE WHICH CCI>) WILL SEND AT ONCE UPON ITS COMPLETION. 
o=ll 2. THE PRESIDENT DIRECTED THE TELEX BUREAU IN WASHINGTON 
Ura SEND ((MESSAGES)) QUICKLY IN THE CLEAR BUT THE BUREAU DID NOT 

CARRY OUT «THIS DIRECTIVE>>. THUS, REQUEST THAT THE AMBASSADOR 
PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE PROBLEM OF TIMELINESS AND WHEN WE 

[Q)ASK CCTHE BUREAU)), <CIT)) MUST REPORT TO THE AMBASSADOR AND CARRY 
~OUT C CT HE REQUEST)>. 
=TI 30 NOV 72 
~XXHH 
({li))J50 
00#8344 
~ 
d 
u 

0 
~NNNN 
~ = 92 

" ..r:: 
~ . 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 



Doc ID: 6549596    Doc Ref ID: A504075

p 
,. 

M fll~""'111 1 

... ' . I " -. •: 
·· .. ' .'l'w .. _ . 

• I ' ',, 

. '.. . ·.·· ! 
PHCTONG : ·, < : 

' .. 
' '. i 

,: .,. :'.' "· .... I··· ha.via 
'I •It.· 
( v··:·.<i.'<• 

. t ·,y;: 

\ ·.:•~d ''decodi:~9 
I \ ~til lat~ to ay ,· we 
. ~ . ··, ·.:,, 

.: t,.:: 

.. 
! 
i 

~ttitude on 0 
''·' I 
.we re·quest un 

. '· ·; .. 

2 •. ' _ltere 
, f I 

.. wit!\ i;he .~sc 
, I 

. .Governineni.pr 
.· . . . . I ...... ·· . . ' 
.'telegram, :the " . . .. ·. . , . 

·' (ll401tnotcia) · 

· done. Howeve 
I 

: · .does I 

·i•I· 

·these-
.. Mil· 

I 

I 1 
· ~ i rs ! ' •· ' '.·' 1 · ' • I,.· ··: 1· ' 1 " ', I 

atant [NGUYEN l?HU ·ouc 'and Ambassador 
'I···,,;-

' ~ . ' ' 
L ~ • ' . 

e part of° the u. s • Government· on 
.: 

telegt.sm the··'Governmant of South Viet~~ IW::· 
' . ' ~ ., '.·. ~.. :: .. · ' >·~·' -.. ·• .. ·.·.·,,;,·~.·.·,~:.·.·,:~.· .. ;1~.1,1 

r~ ~ . ' •, .. ,1" 1.:,·;1 :-~~."11~1. , ff'r 
as ··rf$presentect in our. memg qf·8~; ·Jg}~%'. 

, d''! .-.,:,"If ' 
aiio~ the text of the agreement wit~~ :l;:,~~lv· 

\ '·'. : ', ' ' ' ··~1-~· ·1~f_{1t~~1k,1 

t);\e u. s .. ~/v~r~men:· ~ ~~?qe~ts : a~~'i'~dt,9~'~1;(~, 
' Tl' ·.·. 

~· .. ,' _: 
: 1.: , I ,' ,~ ;·· 

-l .\'1 ·;·;· 
. I ' 



Doc ID: 6549596    Doc Ref ID: A504075

' .. 

,---- - . 
. ' 
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that ~e are e~couraged by the good will other parts as is. 

of the u.s · Go 

Q) Please 4tat 

I I . . 

fundam~ntal pro~lems are not yet resolneA-.-

[THIEU] !reaff ir~s that the two key roblems 

• j • 

n~ely the~pre ence 
I 

and prerog~tiv s of 

-: are prob~ems of life jBild 
! 

·and we demand 

. and the lcomposi sion as well as the functions. 

! National ·Council lof Concord and Reconciliation]­

eath ~or!us. We lwant to see them r 

l ajout.them, as am be_._trplici ~ u _ indicated in our 

resent t~ia !il2: s~de._following the line of 
--'-----;....~-+-~----+--+--H1i---~--r-1 -~ ' 

President t~ [PresideritJ NIXON. . Kindly stress to $™U{$':~.Urnrt:: 
~--. --+-,~~-~-~+----t--+-- \ I 

[President~ NI wo problems are eiqual. Trlat is to say that on i 
----~-tt--e_m_e-nt as !well as !in reality, if the problem 

- I I 
i$ not resolved, .th~re ~ can be Hmf no internal 

. 
the princiJ?le 

.~--i------i---;-us and ~he JL~.[Nat~onal Liberation Front] and 
! . l 

vice verea. 
I 

reason thete 

two problems . , 

th:e_'?rgumen'SS in the l~tter.) For this 

paths leitg il'ZXE~fil'imf~1.~?lllI~ Either [2] these 

___ 4 ...... ·. ~::_eemen 1 
according ~.o our proposals 

• ' I 

a~ which w~ have e ... lained, defended and t:i:1rn:~12nf1of1!~ 

el_a_b_o_r_a_t_e_d~'_o_n--+_o_r~ont~_a di eC~~tly in the l or reject these tw~~ 
-----f---f e they· ~re · n _ l ______ --------

' ' I ' I © For the~e r-'-----· : 10W ~ f!lax{mum of. <JOOd wil!__and ·not to atopearJS 

an obstacl ---~~ .~~e, --~nd [ the r~.t:.~;:l}_~~risoners before 
i 
f 
I 
I 
I 

. ~ 

. : 

I 
' 

~hr is tma;:i_!..,_! _w_e __ _ 
j 

~ May. 'l'hUs t 

troops, 

t'. U.S. keconsid r ~he military solution of 
·--;---;--;+--

that is, a retreat~o~f ___ _ 
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Message #54 From: Washington To: Saigon 30 November 1972 

Ambassador Tran Kim Phuong and Nguyen Phu Due report 
that they are scheduled to meet Mr. Kissinger and General Haig 
on Friday, 1 December at 1030. Due will depart for Saigon on 
Saturday morning and Phuong will leave for Paris on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Message #55 From: Washington To: Saigon 30 November 1972 

Due reports that during his meeting with Mr. Kissinger 
on 30 November he continued to insist on South Vietnam's 
fundamental questions, whereas Kissinger responded that it 
was not possible to obtain any change beyond those mentioned 
yesterday. Kissinger again asked SVN to provide a list of 
priorities, "defining those points on which we place the most 
importance and others on which we can effect a compromise." 
President Nixon informed Due that the agreement was to be 
signed by 22 December at the latest and that he would meet 
with President Thieu prior to the signing, "not to negotiate, 
but to personally give formal assurances of support." 

Message #56 From: Saigon To: Washington 1 December 1972 

In this message, Saigon advised the SVN delegation in 
Washington that the U.S. Government had not found a way "to 
defend us (SVN) against the Communists." Saigon further 
indicated that in any effort to place SVN objections in 
priority order, the questions of NVN withdrawal and the CNR~ 
were of equal priority and that resolution of all other 1 

" 
.. ~ .: . 

questions was contingent upon these two issues. 

Special Assistant Due was instructed to return to Saigon 
to report to the Government, while Ambassador Phuong was in­
structed to go to Paris to brief and assist Lam. 

T~P 6-~CAM. tJJ~@iM 
DELT>;-·co~~TROLLED ITEM 
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Message #57 From: Washington To: Saigon 1 December 1972 

Nguyen Phu Due will arrive in Saigon on 4 December. 

Message #58 From: Paris To: Saigon 4 December 1972 

Mr. Kissinger informs South Vietnamese that he has received 
instructions to conclude negotiations this we·ek on the basis of 
option two--demobilization on a one-for-one basis and modifications 
in the wording of the article creating the National Council for 
Reconciliation and Concord. Kissinger also reconfirmed that the 
U.S. has decided to sign the agreement on 21 December. 

Message #59 From: Saigon To: Paris 4 December 1972 

Saigon informs Paris that at this time it has no additional 
instructions, pending the completion of the NSC meeting. 

Message #60 From: Paris To: Saigon 4 December 1972 

The South Vietnamese delegation in Paris requests 
instructions in the event that the draft protocol is agreed 
to and presented to the plenary session for discussion this 
Thursday. Ambassador Lam suggests three courses of action 
which are open to South Vietnam: 

1. boycott the session 
2. attend the session without participating in the 

discussion 
3. attend the session and participate in the discussion 

Message #61 From: Paris To: Saigon 5 December 1972 

Mr. Kissinger informs the South Vietnamese that North 
Vietnam has rejected all of the modifications to the draft 
agreement as proposed by the U.S. Kissinger added that at 
today's work session he will make no more new proposals and 
that "In case they accept option 2, we will settle. In case 
they maintain their demands- we are going to suspend the 
negotiations." 

17©~ &ii;C:REY UM&AA 
DELTA-=cQNmou,£9 ~n:M 
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Message #62 From: Paris To: Saigon 5 December 1972 

Ambassador Lam informs Saigon that the work session 
scheduled for 5 December between Mr. Kissinger and Le Due Tho 
had been postponed until 6 December. Lam speculates that the 
session may have been cancelled to avoid a breakdown in the 
negotiations and would also allow the U.S. to seek the inter­
vention of a third party in an attempt to persuade North 
Vietnam to accept modifications to the draft accords. 

Message #63 From: Saigon To: Paris 5 December 1972 

Saigon informs Paris that the National Security Council 
is awaiting the report on the second Kissinger-Le Due Tho 
meeting before forwarding its opinion. (Saigon had apparently 
not received the earlier message stating that the scheduled 
5 December meeting had been cancelled.) 

Message #64 From: Saigon To: Paris 6 December 1972 

Saigon requests that Mr. Kissinger be reminded that he 
had promised in Washington that he would use all his efforts 
to persuade the North Vietnamese to accept modifications that 
the Sooth Vietnamese feel are essential to solve the two basic 
questions regarding the accords. According to Hoang Due Nha 
these basic questions are: 1) the withdrawal of the NVA to 
North Vietnam, 2) no PRG as a parallel government coexisting 
with the GVN, and 3) the National Council of Reconciliation 
and Concord. 

Message #65 From: Paris To: Saigon 6 December 1972 

Mr. Kissinger informed the South Vietnamese that Le Due 
Tho remains firm in his opposition to any change in the draft 
accords and, in fact, withdrew all of North Vietnam's earlier 
concessions. Kissinger added that if South Vietnam desires to 
make any changes to the 8 October draft "then we must make 
reciprocal concessions." Another meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday and if North Vietnam maintains its position, a break­
down in the negotiations is inevitable because the U.S. will 
not sign the 8 October draft as it now stands. 

Kissinger concluded his briefing by emphasizing to the 
South Vietnamese that it is in their best interests to become 
advocates of a common agreement rather than push for an agreement 
only between the. U.S .... an. d NO!'t+-ei;nam. 

~~~ 
- ------------------·- -
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Message #66 From: Saigon To: Paris 7 December 1972 

Saigon reiterates its position regarding modifications 
to the draft accords. Ambassador Lam is instructed not to 
give a yes or no response to any question by Mr. Kissinger 
about the possibility of a separate agreement between the 
U.S. and North Vietnam. The object is to avoid "Kissinger 
cornering us into being the first to suggest an agreement." 

Message #67 From: Paris To: Saigon 7 December 1972 

Ambassador Lam requests confirmation of and instructions 
for comment on an alleged interview with the SVN Foreign 
Minister which will appear in the 8 December issue of the 
New York Times. According to Lam, the Foreign Minister stated 
that South Vietnam is prepared to sign the ceasefire and is 
ready to free "civil prisoners" to aid the U.S. in recovering 
POWs. 

Message #68 From: Paris To: Saigon 7 December 1972 

In reference to Item #66, Ambassador Lam explains to 
Saigon that Mr. Kissinger only brought up President Thieu's 
letter incidently and did not appear to be seeking a pretext 
for justifying a separate agreement between the U.S. and North 
Vietnam. Lam added that Kissinger had earlier clarified the 
only reasons that would oblige the U.S. to seek a separate 
agreement, namely, "political realities in the event that it 
would be impossible to arrive at a common accord." 

Message #69 From: Paris To: Saigon 7 December 1972 

Mr. Kissinger informs the South Vietnamese that the 
7 December meeting did not register any progress, although 
Le Due Tho did modify the North Vietnamese position of 
yesterday when they demanded upholding the unabridged version 
8 October draft. Kissinger added that at the meeting on 
8 December, if' Le Due Tho does not attempt "to test" the 
points on administrative structure, the DMZ, and demobilization, 
"Kissinger will ask for an adjournment and will return to 
Washington for consultations." Lam concluded the report to 
Saigon by stating that Kissinger continues to believe that 
the South Vietnamese Government is adopting a strategy of 
letting the U.S. act alone without making an active contribution. 

=rer e_E!ZRE=r Q_-~BRA 
. BELT A . EOHTROl:LED ITEM I'.\ 

--------------------· ~ -·- . ·- -
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Message # 70 From: Saigon To: Paris 8 December 1972 

Saigon sends new instructions to Paris, revealing com­
promise on some key points such as agreeing to the elimination 
from the texti the words "administrative structure". Saigon 
also states that if agreement is on the equal demobilization 
by both sides then "we have no objection to freeing all so­
called political prisoners." 

Message #71 From: Paris To: Saigon 9 December 1972 

Mr. Kissinger informs the South Vietnamese that he feels 
he will be able to obtain from the North Vietnamese: 

1. deletion of "administrative structure" 
2. relinquishment of the demand for discussion on a 

new status for the DMZ 
3. renunciation of the request for withdrawal of 

foreign civilian personnel 
4. some conc~ssion on the question of reciprocal 

non-violation of territory. 

Kissinger also told the South Vietnamese that, "In the 
next 48 hours, we will reach the point of either breaking up 
or accepting what we could achieve at that time". 

Message #72 From: Saigon To: Paris 9 December 1972 

Saigon informs Paris that the NSC is scheduled to meet 
and will forward instructions as soon as possible. 

Message #73 From: Saigon To: Paris 9 December 1972 

Saigon rejects all points presented in item #71, stating 
that a South Vietnamese compromise on the release of political 
prisoners is a great sacrifice and only will be considered if 
North Vietnam accepts all of South Vietnam's proposals. Saigon 
also reiterates its firm opposition to the PRG playing any 
role in the agreement, either by signing or being mentioned 
in the preamble. 

TSP St:CR~T ClMBR:A ---- - ·-----~···· . --·- ·-------..:: 
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Message #74 From: Saigon To: Paris 9 December 1972 

Saigon clarifies its position on the signing of the 
agreement, basically adhering to the "two sides" formula 
with the US-SVN on one side and North Vietnam-NLF on the 
other. The message added that the NLF is considered as 
comprising part of the Communist side and "will be designated 
as the NLF, not as the PRG". 

Message #75 From: Saigon To: Paris 9 December 1972 

Paris reports on 9 December K~ssinger briefing. After 
giving a brief summary of his session with the North Vietnamese, 
Mr. Kissinger displayed his displeasure at a South Vietnamese 
memorandum (the text in item #73) stating that anytime he 
attempts to consult with the South Vietnamese on negotiation 
tactics, Saigon insists on raising points already rejected by 
North Vietnam. Kissinger concluded his briefing by stating 
that he is convinced that an agreement not entirely satis­
factory to SVN "is still better than being without an agreement". 

Ambassador Lam concluded his report by stating that 
with Kissinger remaining so long in Paris and General Haig 1 s 
return to Washington to brief the President, it is his im­
pression that next week's meetings could well be the last. 

T9~ S_i~_Blii:T UMBRA 
DELTA EONTROllE9 rttM ~. 

-----------------------------
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Message #76 From: Paris To: Saigon 11 December 1972 

Ambassador Lam requests instructions as to whether he 
should approach Maurice Schumann regarding Schumann's 
statements concerning France's role in the reconstruction 
of Vietnam. Lam adds that since North Vietnam and the NLF 
have responded favorably to Schumann's statement, "The French 
press considers our silence to date as reticence toward France." 

Message #77 From: Saigon To: Paris 9 December 1972 

Final point of message #73 (previously unreadable). 
Saigon again insists that if the problem regarding North 
Vietnamese troops remains unresolved, "it is impossible to 
arrive at an agreement." 

Message #78 From: Paris To: Saigon 11 December 1972 

Mr. Kissinger requests that in President Thieu's speech 
before Parliament he address the negotiations in general terms 
without making any specific proposals. Kissinger believes 
this approach would gain South Vietnam the support of U.S. 
public opinion, especially if President Thieu states he is 
ready to aid in obtaining the release of U.S. POWs. 

Message #79 From: Paris To: Saigon 11 December 1972 

Mr. Kissinger informed the South Vietnamese that the 
11 December meeting again resulted in no progress. Le Due 
Tho expressed his opposition to a four-party signing of the 
accord, suggesting the U.S. and North Vietnam sign one copy 
of the agreement with the PRG mentioned in the preamble and 
South Vietnam and the NLF sign another copy with the preamble 
omitted. North Vietnam then openly speculated on the 
inevitable and imminent confrontation between Washington and 
Saigon. 

Kissinger will return to Washington immediately following 
the 12 December meeting. Ambassadors Porter and Sullivan will 
meet with the North Vietnamese on 13 December and Sullivan 
will remain in Paris for two more days, if necessary, to 
discuss protocol arrangements. 

+or SECRET UMBRA 
. . - ·-----'-..• - - ··-·- . 
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Message #80 From: Paris To: Saigon 12 December 1972 

Ambassador Porter briefed the South Vietnamese on the 
three sessions held on 12 December. Porter emphasized that 
even though no further date had been set for meetings with 
Le Due Tho, Kissinger's departure from Paris did not signify 
a break in the negotiations. However, Porter added, Washington 
will stay in touch with Hanoi to see "what we can do with them." 
Ambassador Lam also reported that negotiations have reached a 
decisive stage and that Washington seems to have decided to 
deal directly with Hanoi without consulting the South Vietnamese. 
Lam concluded that "from now on it will be through normal 
diplomatic channels between Saigon and Washington that we will 
obtain information on the progress of the negotiations." 

Message #81 From: Saigon To: Paris 13 December 1972 

Saigon repeats its statement that as long as the vital 
points are not resolved " it is useless to discuss details." 

Ambassador Phuong is instructed to return to Saigon 
before flying on to Washington. 

In his speech tomorrow at the plenary session, Ambassador 
Lam is directed to "present the ideas of President Thieu in 
his message concerning the truce", and to "make much of the 
stir created by this offer in the press." 

TOP ~~~a U_M~~ 
D£LTA ·coNifROLLED ITEM 
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Message #82 From: Saigon To: Paris 12 December 1972 

In answer to Ambassador Lam's question regarding SVN 
relations with France (Item #76), Saigon states that relations 
with France have never been any problem and "if the problem 
arises now, we will have to revaluate our relations". 

Message #83 From: Paris To: Saigon 13 December 1972 

Mr. Kissinger, prior to departing Paris, informed 
South Vietnamese that he did not know if or when he would 
be returning to Paris adding that, "this was not a break­
down, and that he did not foresee an important development 
before Christmas". 
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~SPECIAL ASSISTANT ((NGUYEN PHU)) DUC AND I wILL HAVE A MEETING 
..J 
u 

WITH DR. CC HENRY. A.)) ,.KISSINGER AND GENERAL C (ALEXANDER 

~.>> HAIG. SPECIAL ASSISTANT DUC WILL TAKE A FLIGHT FOR 
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S rn L'ASHINGTON TO AWAIT YOUR INSTRUCTIONS UNTIL SATURDAY 
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:i ON SATURDAY AF'TERNOON AT 1700 HOURS I 1,.ILL TAKE A 
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:-:( 
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.: : ·.· · .·: :) NGUYEN PHU DUC REPORTS RESULTS OF 30 NOVEMBER ~1EET INGS 

:·:', .. ·~-~·· UWITH PRESIDENT NIX~N, DR. KISSINGER, AND GEN HAIG 

FR WASHINGTON: ·<<SOUTH VIETIMMESE EMBASSY));CCSPECIAL 

· · .. QPRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT» NGUYEN PHU DUC 30 NOV 72 2230 

. . ··::· .. ~TO SAIGON: PRESIDENT'S .OFFICE; ((PRESIDENTIAL)) PRESS 
. ., 

.. :: . ~SECRETARY HOANG DUC NHA URGENT 269/W/VP/TLX 

_.:·>:· .· ~ TODAY I HAD A MEETING WITH CCDR. HENRY A.)) KISSINGER FOR MORE 
;.< u 
...... THAN AN HOUR. 'AMBASSADOR (CTR,l\N KIM» PHUONG \.IJAS WITH ME. ((GENERAL 

... · ALEXANDER M9)) HAIG WAS AT KIS~INGER'S SIDE. I PRESENTED .WITH 

;:::> 0 INSISTENCE OUR ":· w POINT OF VIEl~ ON THE FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS. KISSINGER 

~ [REPLIED.THAT.HE HAD ALREADY DISCUSSED THESE 
.. . 

PROBLEMS AT LENGTH WITH.· 
·-. 

mTHE OTHER SIDE AND THAT IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN ANY CHANGES 
< . . . 

··,:' 
.. ,. dBEYOfl;'D THOSE HE MENTIONED YESTERDAY. MOREOVER, IT IS NOT EVEN 

CERTAIN THAT WE WOULD BE ABLE TO OBTAIN COMPLETE SATISFACTION ON 

OF THESE LIMITED CHANGES. WE MUST BARGAIN AND WE MUST THEREFORE 

· .::.°<~ESTABLISH A LIST OF PRIORITIES, DEF'INING THOSE POINTS ON WHI_CH 

:_.1.1;.VJE PLACE .THE· MOST IMPERTANCE AND OTHERS ON WHICH WE CAI~ EF~ECT 
U> . 
~A COMPROMISE. II~ ANY EVENT, HE SAID THAT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO 
.J 
UDEMAND EXPLICITLY THE WITHDRAWL OF NVA ((NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY>> 

FORCES.WHICH ARE ALREADY IN SOUTH VIETNAM. CONCERNING THE CNCR 

ALL 

. ((COUNCIL FOR NATIONAL CONCORD AND RECONCILIATION)), HE MAINTAINED 
,0 

· ·. ·.~THE SAME POSITION AS HE DID YESTERDAY. CONCERNING THE MENTION OF 
..... IL. 

.. U)THE PRG CCPROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT>>, HE SAID THAT 
U> 
<CTHE OTHER SIDE STILL INSISTS ON M£1arorHNG THE PRG AT LEAST H! 
...J 
UTHE PREAMBLE. BUT WE CAN TRY TO DETACH THE PREAMBLE CB VAL BY 

Mf}NG A UNILATERALSATEMENT, DESPITE THE SIC.HUNG OF THE 

AtJE~lENT. 
I THEN APPROACHED THE {{QUESTION OF>l APPLYING THE SOLUTION 

OF 8 MAY AND THE VARIOUS CB VAL POSSIBILITIES) OF THIS SOLUTION. 

']: 
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f
~ ,~ISSINGER SAID THAT AS OF. 19 JUiY HE HAD ALREADY PROPOSED THIS 

SOLUTION_T_O L.E "ou:-C- THb-,w-~o---ENERGETICALLY THRUST IT ASIDE, 
10 ,. . 
! ~BECAUSE THE COMMUNISTS WANT ABSOLUTELY TO TIE THE POLITICAL 
d.L. 
-;(ii QUESTIONS TO THE MILITARY QUESTIONS. 
. Ul 

:_:) l\ISSINGER ASSURED ME AGAIN THAT THE U.S. _HAS NO INTENTION TO 

ULEAVE SOUTH VIETNMl IN THE HANDS OF THE COMMUNISTS. FOR REPRISALS 

((AGAINST THE)) COMf'tiUNISTS, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT CAN INVOKE MANY 

0 CLAUSES II~ THE AGREEMENT, NOTABLY THOSE ON NO REHJFORCEMENTS, 

. ~RESPECT OF THE DMZ, RESPECT FOR THE CB VAL TERRITORY OF LAOS Al\D 

mcAtvJBODI.4), AND CEASE-FIRE. 

~ I EVOKE ANOTHER ASPECT OF THE FROBLEM: HE SAID THAT RUSSIA 
u 

AND ?EhING viANT TO Fll'~D IN TliIS AGREE[']£[\iT A [":EAi1JS OF ALLOwING 

~:Or:TH VI~Tt\Ai~ CCTO ,:JITHDRA\•;')) FROl•1 SOLTH VIE.Tf~AM \dTHOUT LOSING 

0 FACE A t<D 0 F LE AV I i\ G T HE R ESP 0 NS I B IL IT Y I ~~ T l-i E SC UT H T O T h E NL F w . 
IJ.. (OiATIOi\AL LISERtHIOt~ FRONT)). FOR Ti-HS REASOf~, THERE IS At\ urnER­
U) 
U)ST.4~;orr1;G BELvEE!\ RUSSIA AND THE u.s. GOVER~iMENT or~ THE LH':ITATIOt\ 
<( 

dOF AID TO NORTH VIETiUil)J. IF THE AGREE~,El\T IS l\OT SIG[·.ED, RUSSIA 

WOULD BE FREE TO SEt·lD tv:ASSIVE G:U:i.i':TITIES OF ARtfiAMEtHS TO NORTH 

VIETi1JAt~, AT A THiE \d·lEN THE U • .3. GOVE?i\[;;E.!\T \dLL t·:OT SE J'.1BLE TO 

~FURUSH .l\ID 3!'.:CAUSE OF OPPOSITIO[··! n.: COti:G:=:ESS. 011' THE on:ER HAf'\D' 

~IF P::~ESIDEi\T .((THIEU)) DECIDES TO AGREE TO THE ACCORD, NIXON 
Ul 
~WILL BE: HAPPY TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT CCTHIEU)) AT MIDWAY C<ISLAND)) 
...J 
UBEFORE THE SIGNHJG OF THE ACCORD. SHORTLY AFTER THE SIGNING OF 

THE ACCORD, THERE WILL BE A CONFERENCE OF ALLIED COUNTRIES, 

_·- iNCLUDI NG CCSOUTH>) KOREA, THAILAND, THE PHILIPPINES, ETC. 
a-
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INDIC.~TION THE ORIGINAL;.,.TR~.NSMISSION 1,•,'AS NOT RECEIVEp. END CRITIC 

I IXER CISE ~ES SAGE. 
Cl 
·!!:! ffi S 3 1 DEC 7 8 

·ffi 05 0 I PL 86-36/50 USC 36051 
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Cl #01Zl0!ZI w .. 

u 

~NNNNKAP!78~AB878KAB878KAB878KAB878KAB878KAPB78ZCZCKAE878KHA747 
(I) • oozzD 
dnE #0669 3361257 

Z f\'Y M M ~JS H 

Z 011?.55Z DEC 72 ZYH 

~ F:'·1 9IR NSA 

LL.TO WHITE HOUSE C.O:TTN :•1R. D. MCMANIS/FOR A SERIES CHECK) 
en 
(I) 
c( ZEM 
..J 
UT i P IS ii QR ii T \HUHH. Q!ilsT:"t QQtITliUi'lalsiQ ITiD4 FINAL SECTION OF TWO 

TRANSMITTED HERE1:HTH IS .A VND/T MESSAGE. PLEASE ADVISE IF 

ANY LI~flTATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE 
Cl 
!!:! '-~AS TR A NSY! ITT ED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY 
l.J.. 
ffi VI E::T ~1AMESi!'. CS CU TH) FRENCH 
(I) 
<( 3/00/DOLL-VN:l/T -72 
~ 
.U I W.O.S THEN RECEIVED BY CCPR:SSIDENT)) NIXON FOR CB VAL 40 ?!INUTES). 

~1(xp~ CALLED TO MY ATTENTIO~! THAT HE HAD RECENTLY MET WITH SENATORS • 
Art] CONGRESSMEN WHO ARE USUALLY CONSIDERED AS HAWKS. THEY ARE ~mw • 

UNANIMOUSLY IN FAVOR OF' THE AGREEMENT. IF THE AGREEMENT IS NOT ~_s;-.r • ?IGNE:D_, JH_EY_ W_IL_L MO LONG~R_ V_O'l'E_FQR_ THE ~{EC_Es_S~RY APPR OPR I I'.\ TT mis. 
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HE REASSURED ME THAT THIS AGREEMENT DOES NOT qo~1STI TUTE A POISON 

PILL, AS WE F'EAR. IF P~ESIDE~JT (<THIEU)) DECIDES TO ACCEPT THE 
0 ,, u 
:!. AGRE~rv!E ~IT ' H~ - 1.iJI LL B!': HAPPY TO REC EI VE PRESIDE-NT C CiHI EU)) AT 
LL 
ffi ~HD':J AY, ~OT T 0 NE GO TI ATE BUT TO PERSO~~ALL Y GIVE PR ESIDE~!T 
,Ul 
j CCTHIEIJ) > FORM AL ASSU~ ANCES OF SUPPORT AND OF HIS DETERMI ~rnTI ON 

U CCTO EFFECT>> REPRISALS Il\! THE. EVENT OF VIOLATIONS, AS WELL AS 

THE U.S. GOVERl\~·1ENT'S POSITIOr~ TO :iECOGNIZE ONLY THE GV~! 

O CCGOV!:MME~IT OF' VIETNAM>) IN SOUTH VIETNAM. THE DATE OF THE 

~SIG NI ~:G OF THE ~.GREEMENT WI LL BE 22 DZCEMBER .l\T THE LATEST. IF 

m GVN REFUSES TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT, IT WILL BE THE END OF' THE ALLIA~!CE. 

:)AT THAT MOMENT ECO~~OMIC A~!D MILITARY AID \'JILL STOP. H5: REPEATED 
u 

THAT WHAT COUNTS IS THE ALLIANCE AND PLEDGE TO REMAIN AT OUR SIDE 

SHOULD WE SIGN. COl\~CER NI ~!G THE PO I NTS IN DISPUTE, HE SUGGESTED TH AT 

OWE '!£STABLISH A PRIORITY LIST. HE SAID THAT THE U.S. GOVRN~~!H 
w 
LL WILL TRY TO OET ti.IN THE MOST POSSISLE, BUT NOT EVERYTHING CA~~ -Ul 
(/)EE OBI AI m:o. NIXON SEEMED D '€TERM I NED Af\m ASKED ME TO TRANSMIT 
<C 
QTO PRESIDENT «THIEU>): "PRESIDENT THIEU MUST ~mT BREAK THE 

ALLI A ~!CE." 

TOMORROW AT 1030 HOURS, I WI LL HAVE A FINAL WORK SESSION ill! TH 

~KISSI NG~R ON TH'.!: PROBLD~ OF PRIORITY LIST. PLEASE CABL~ H~SBUCTIOi-JS. 
-!: AFTER THAT SESSION I PLA~! TO TAKE THE FIRST AVAILABLE PLANE TO 
(/) 

~SAIGOt\' L:!:AVIm WASHI~:GTON SATURDAY MORNING • 
.J 
U AMBASSADOR PHUONG PLAtl1S TO LE.l\VE SATURDAY EVENI~JG !'0~ PARIS WITH 

A VIE'.'·' TO BRIEFING AMBASSADOR CCPHA?'J DANG)) LAM IN PREPARATION 

FOR MOl\DAYS 'S SESSION. 
0 
WTI 1 DEC 72 05!!HZ 
IL. 
Ul 300 
Ul 
<( #0669 
.J . 
U NNNMKAE 879 Kt'i.B 879XAB 879KAB 879 KAB 879 KA.B 879 XAB879KAB879KAB879KAB 879ZCZCXABil 
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'I'll llTE ~ : r:l:=Joi: ONLY 

fl'ELlA COr~TROllED ITEM 
J PL 86-36/50 USC 3605 I 

~~ZJ::]CEXCG72 
!::DE #3217 3362005 
en ZN 
(J)Z 012001Z DEC 72 ZYH 
<(FM DIRNSA 
-110 WHITE HOUSE <ATTN MR DAVID MCMANIS FOR SERIES CHECK) 
UZEM 

T 9 P ti IS e ~ Ii T ~H48~A Blil!T:°t 8911TR8LLl!8 ITEf1 
EXCLUSIVE FOR DELTA CONTROL OFFICER 

OwARNING: THE CO MINT CONTAINED HEREIN IS UNUSUALLY SENSITIVE. 
Wff A USIE MEMBER COR HIS SPECIALLY DESIGNATED DEPUTY) APPROVES 
~THE USE OF THIS COMPARTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SECRET CODEWORD 
U)PUBLICATION, THE PRECISE COMINT SOURCE OR TARGET (WHICHEVER 
({)IS SENSITIVE) SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSSIBLE 
~AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 
~W ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
U~CUR ITY CONTROLS. 

TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
N:>RMAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 

OOOLL-VND. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 
WEXISTING DELTA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
J.LTRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 

~VIETNAMESE (SOUTH) 
~ l'V<MME NP 0 lFOO 723 36 
..J3/00AlOLL-VND/T -72 
UAVS,AVN,KUS/FORPIB ,D ,o. 

FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS FROM THIEU TO SPECIAL ENVOY AND AMBASSADOR 
L'J WASHINGTON 

8xxcc 
~ FR SA I G 0 N : PR ES ID ENT ' S 0 FF I CE ; 

((PRESIDENTIAL PRESS 
SECRETARY)) HOANG DlJC NHA 1 DEC 72 

WASHINGTON: «E 1'13ASSY)) ; 
AMBASSADOR TRAN KIM PHUONG IMMEDIATE 3384/PTT/BT 

ATTENTION SPECIAL ASSISTANT ((NGUYEN PHU)) DUC AND AMBASSADOR 
CCTR AN KIM)) PHUONG • 

PURSUANT TO YOUR TELEGRAM NR. 269, I HAVE THE HONOR TO IN-

1. AFTER SE VER AL CONSECUTIVE INTERVIEWS WITH «PR ES IDE NT)) 

u 
.,; 

::i 

' - >.. 0 ~ 

.;; 0 

~ -~ 
" 

U
FORM YOU OF PRESIDENT CCTHIEU))'S DECISIONS. 

NIXON AND ((DR. HENRY A.)) KISSINGER , WITH ARGUMENTS AND VERY 
QEAR EXPLANATIONS BY THE GOVERNMENT OF.SOUTH VIETNAM ASKING _jj_.56 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, IN CONJUNTION WITH THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE =ft-
GOVERNMENT, TO DEFEND THE LOGICAL AND REASONABLE POSITION AND 
IHE _INT~RE~TS Or THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE IN THE FACE OF THE UNFAIR 



Doc ID: 6549596    Doc Ref ID: A504075DEMAND"S-AN-D THE rNTRANSIGENCE OF THE COMMUNIST SIDE, AND--AF'TER 
'JOUR REPORTS, THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM DEEMS THAT THE 
U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS NOT FOUND A WAY OUT WITH THE COMMUNISTS TO 
DEFEND US AGAINST THE COMMUNISTS AND TO DEFEND THE INTERESTS Q OoF THE RVN CCREPUBLIC OF VIETNAM)) ON THE TWO KEY POINTS OF LIFE 

~00 DEATH -- NAMELY, THE WIRTHDRAWAL OF THE NVA CCARMY OF NORTH 
l.J..VIETNAM)) AND THE COMPOSITION AND SCOPE OF THE CNRC ((NATIONAL 
Ci)OOUNCIL OF RECO~CILIATION AND CONCORD)). FOR THESE REASONS YOU 
OO~OULD ELABORATE ONE LAST TIME TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT THAT FOR 
<l:SJUTH VIETNAM, ANY SOLUTION OF WAR OR PEACE BOILS DOWN TO THESE 
..Jrwo KEY POINTS -- NAMELY, THE AGGRESSOR ARMY OF NORTH VIETNAM 
UrusTE WITHDRAWN AND THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION FOR 

SJUTH VIETNAM MUST BE PRESERVED, I.E. BETWEEN THE RVN AND THE 
flLF ((NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT)) WITHOUT INTERFERENCE BY NORTH 

O
VIETNAM, EITHER POLITICALLY OR BY THE PRESENCE OF «ITS)) ARMY 

I I y WIN SOUTH VIETNAM. ALL OTHER QUESTIONS ARE MEREL RESULTANT 
-FROM THESE TWO KEY PROBLEMS. CONSEQUENTLY, IF YOU MUST REPLY 
~TO THE QUESTION ON OUR PRIORITIES AS THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS 
©ASKED, YOU CAN ONLY SAY THAT OUR TWO KEY PROBLEMS ARE TWO 
©EQUAL PRIORITIES. ONCE THESE TWO PRIORITIES ARE RESOLVED THE 
~OTHER QUESTIONS CAN THEN BE RESOLVED AS A CONSEQUENCE. 
.J 2. FOR THE ABOVE-MENTIONED REASONS, WE CAN NOW ONLY ASK 
UrHE U.S. GOVERNMENT AGAIN TO DEFEND OUR REASONABLE POSITION ON 

THESE TWO POINTS OF LIFE AND DEATH AT THE NEXT MEETING WITH 
THE COMMUNISTS CCIN AN EFFORT)) TO ARRIVE AT A SATISFACTORY RE-
SJLT. THEN WE CAN, DEPENDING ON THE RESULTS, CONTINUE TO WORK 

PwITH KISSINGER IN PARIS OR SAIGON. 
W 3. THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 
U... C 1) SPECIAL ASSISTANT DUC WILL RETURN TO SAIGON AFTER 
([}THE MEET ING WITH K !SS INGER TO REPORT TO THE: GO VER NME NT. 
(i} (2) AMBASSADOR PHUONG WILL GO TO PAR IS TO BRIEF IN 
c::CTIME AMBASSADOR C CPHAM DANG)) LAM. AMBASSADOR PHUONG WILL REMAIN 
JIN PARIS UNTIL THE END OF THE SESSION BETWEEN KISSINGER AND THE 
UmMMUNISTS BEGINNING ON 4 DECEMBER. DURING THIS TIME AMBASSADOR 

PHUONG WILL ASSIST AMBASSADOR LAM. AFTER THAT DEPENDING UPON 
THE RESULTS OF THE MEET ING BETWEEN THE U.S. AND NORTH VIETNAM, 
CCB VAL AMBASSADOR PHUONG)) WILL EITHER C <REMAIN AND)) REINFORCE 

OPARIS OR HE WILL RETURN TO SAIGON.((!)) 
W CC 1)) AS IN TEXT; OPOSSIBLY "WASHINGTON" IS INTENDED. 
li:TI 01 DEC 72 084SZ 
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PHAM. DANG· LAM 

0 TO 
llJ 

SAIGON: "PRESIDENT'S OFFICE; C CPRESIDENT IAL ASSISTANT>) 43/PDVN/TM 

LL -(I) · ... HOANG DUC NHA 
U) 

·< G TOP SECRET 

DR. KISSINGER ARRIVED THIS EVE~HNG AT 2300 HOURS WITH HIS USUAL 

···o . 
. 1JJ SfAF'F'~ HE MADE NO STATEMENT TO THE PRESS. IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER 

. . LL 

. . · .. m ·NGUYEN XUAN PHONG C Cl)) AND I HAD A MEET ING ':l ITH HIM AT THE U. E~ 
"'.·t:;·::·:<·:~ 

.. u . 

.. A.M3ASSADOR• S RESIDENCE. 

KISSINGER BEGAN 3Y ASXING US WHETHER WE HAD RZCEIVED IHSTRUCTIO~S 
. 0 

w 
.·.~FROM SAIGON. REPLIED THAT OUR GOVERNME~T IS AWAITING THE RETURN OF 

(j) 
(fl · 5 SPECIAL ASSISTANT NGUYEN PHU DUC TO HAV~ 8 COMPLETE REPORT OF HIS 

u· 
MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT NIXON • 

. . . ·. "I"C:T 1IG'""t:1 TH ... ~1 I•1l<QR''· .... ,... . :· .. Cl I\ .., __ l\ C.!\ J ~{. i .• ,. ~ :·•~!.} US THAT AS FAR A5 HE ~AS CONCERNED, HE HAD 
.... ··. w 

·.· ... · .i.L RECEIVED FROM PRESIDENT MIXON, DURING A· F'INP,L INTERV!EU YZSTERIJ.!\Y HJ 
~. -

. . . . (/) 
. : .... · .... ; <( 
._.·· .. :_.·.··.:::· ...1 W~Y BISCAYNE, INSTRUCTIONS TO CONCLUDE NEGOTIATIONS DURHlG THIS 1:J!!:E1< 
::.:-<-·:.··':::U -

ON THE BASIS OF OPT IOM TWOCREF'ERENCE OUR MESSAGES 3!'/PDNV PDVN/TM Or 

·o 23 NOVEMBER AND 35/PDVN/TM OF 24 NOVEMBER>. HE REAFFIRMED WHAT 
··:w 

. ·. LL 

. ·.U> PRESIDENT ~JIXOr~ HAD TOLD SPEBIAL ASSISTMJT NGUYEN PHU DUC; NAMELY, 
. (J) 

. <( 

. : .·. d THE u~s. GOVEFHJMENT HAS DECIDED TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT ON TWE~lTY-ONE 

D~EMBER. 
·uNCIDENTALL Y, HE INF'OR MED US OF' THE 

. . 

REACT ror~s o·:r. PRESIDENT N!XOtJ 

REGARDING THE TELEVISION BROADCAST IN WHICH FOREIGN MINISTER TRAN 
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VAN LAM STATED THAT NVACCNORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY>> TROOPS MUST LEAVE 

0 . 
W SOUTH VIETNAM ·BEFORE THE SIGNHrn OF' .THE AGREEMENT. ACCORDING TO IJ.. . 
(/) 

~KISSINGER, PRESESIDENT NIXON, WHO PERSONALLY VIEWED THIS 
..J 

U BROADCAST OVER THE TELEVIS°ION, CC 1 WD G)) IT IMMEDIATELY IN ORDER 

TO EXPRESS HIS DISCONTENT, BEH!G OF THE OPINIOr~ THAT SUCH A cormrTIOrJ 

0 
LLI 
LL IS WELL ( B VAL BEYOND ) THE GVN (GOVERNMENT OF' V.IETNAM> POSITION 
(/) 

~AND EXPOSES TO BROAD D.1\YLIGHT THE PROFOUND DIVERGENCE BETWEEi·.J 
_J 

u 

0 
lJ.J 

SAIGON Mm WASH I NGT orv. I CB VAL INTERR UPTE:D) TO SAY THAT TH~ 

!~TENTION 8~ THE FOREIGN MINISTER WAS NOT TO PROVOKC A PUBLIC CONFRON-

U.. TAT ION WITH T!-!E U. • 3UT TO GIVE KISSINGER AN .~RGUMEMT FOR 3RH!GHJG 
tn 
:.n 
<!'.PRESSURE iO BE,~R OM T'.·{E COMMTJHIST SiDE~ HE: Ri!:PLIED THAT, ?.EGP.RDLESS 
..J 
u 

OF SA IG or·.;. rrnsrn !01·!, ??.ZS IDE NT ~.: I;rnr·.J HAD I'.-l STi1 UCTED HIM TO J ISCL OSE 

Q NOTHING ~ORE TO us or THE TENOR OF THE CONVERSATIONS ~ITH LE DUC THO 
:.iJ 

GOH!G TO c<.~LLO!J OR)) ?ROVOt(~ LEAi(S cCREG.l\RDING THE ~!EGOTIA-

I HAD PREVIOUSLY CO~?LAINED THAT THE ORTF CCFRENCH RADIO-TELEVESION 

ffi ORGANIZATION».,. CHAN.NEL TWO .• HAD REVEALED PART OF THE INTERVIEWS OF 

.L . n SPECIAL ASSISTANT NGUYEN PHU DUC IN WASHINGTON CONCERNING THE n . . 
~. 

j POSSIBLE .MEETING ((BETWEEN>> PRESIDENT NIX?N AND PRESIDENT THIEU~ 

~OMORROW KISSINGER WILL HAVE A PRIVATE MEETING WITH LEDUC THO IN 

Tu MORNING, DURING WHICH HE WILL PRESENT OPTION TWO~ A WORK SESSION 

. IS PLANr~ED FOR THE AFTERNOON. 

... · i5L·: .. 
N 

6 
IO ... 
I 
"' .... 
en 

iii . g 
.. ~ 

0 

·..:.. 

·.· ···.·-·. ·· . 
• .' .. . .. . = .•• 

l.U 
IJ) • 
::i ·. "· 
>- : . 
u 
2 
u.: 
c.:J 
<( 
..J 
<( 
z 
::c: 
u.: ..... 
!: 
c:: 
0 
IJ.. 

:2: 
c::. 
0 
IJ.. 
I.I) 

:r 
;-



Doc ID: 6549596    Doc Ref ID: A504075

KISSINGER. BELIEVES THAT ON WEDNESDAY WE SHALL ttAVE ·SETTLED THE 

0 
~FINAL ISSUE OF THE NEGOiiAIIOIVS. 
IJ.. 
(/) 

~ I REMINDED KISSINGER THAT uUR GuVER Ni•iE11Jl' E PUSH !UN WAS FULL y 

...J 

U BROUGHT OUT BY SPECIAL ASSISTA1vT NGUYEiv PHU DUC. IN A1vY CASE, IF VE 

RECE IYE INSTR ucr ION s FROl"J SAIGON BEFORE HIS l'JEET ING w IT tt LE ouc THO' 
Cl 
w 
~WE WILL COMMUNICATE THEM IMMEDIATELY TO kIM. 

(/) 

~ ( ( 1)) DEPUTY sour H VIET NAME SE NEG·OT !ATOR Al l'HE PAR IS CONFERENCE ON 
..J 
u 

VIETNAl'I, ACCORDING TO COLLAlERAL OF 3 SEP 1972 •. 

4 DEC 72 !!'J033Z 
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I~ FM DIRNSA 
ll) 
ll) 
<(TO WHITE HOUSE 
..J 

'U 
l 
i ZEM 

i 

.,r .... . ,.:, ....... , •.. 
··.··• . . . ,,;:::;: . 

l CT e P 8 ii 9 R I! T ~ii8R:': iiilsT:"t QQtriRQklsiQ ITif'I 

'LL.I 

~~IRANS~ITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE MESSAGE. NORMAL 

U> 
:5oISTRIBUTIOl'i FOR THIS 1'1ESSAGE IS Il~ THE DELTA SUBSERIES~· 
·U 

PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LHlITAT IONS OVER AND ABOVE EXIST ING 

0 RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS i•iESSAGE WAS TRANSMITTED TO 
LL.I -LL 
ii) THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY• 
ll) 
<( d VIETNAMESE (SOUTH) 

3~/DOLL- VND/T- 52 

NilAST MINUTE INSTRUCTIONS FROM SAIGON tts-y. 
__ FR.-5hlG.O~L:_OEf_!CE _DF. LI-IE_ .. P.RES_IQE~LT_; __ C_CE.:EE.C..IAL __ .__0A j}E_C _72....-1220_ 

ASSISTANT)) HOANG DUC NHA 
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W TO PAR IS: AMBASSADOR PHA1'1 DANG LAM 
11. -U> 
I~ TOP SECRET 
,...J 
u 

REFERENCE YOUR· MESSAGE NR 43. 

I HAVE THE HONOR TO I1VFuR111 Yuu AS FOLLOWS: 
·Q 
w .. 

2863 /PTT /BT /TM 

'11. 1• THE NSCCCNATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL>> IS WAITING FOR A BRIEFING 
. U> 

·~FROM SPECIAL ASSIS1A~1 ((NGUYEN PHU)) DUC IO BE BROUGHI UP TO DATE 
...J 
u 

ON THE DETAILS OF THE DISCUSSIONS. AFTER THE NSC MEETING, WHICH IS 

1 SCHEDULED FOR THIS AFTERNOON SAIGON Til'iE, I SHALL SEND YOU NEW 
'C 
w 
~ INSTRUCT IONS~ HOWEVER, UrJLESS THE SPECIAL ASSIST Al' NT REPORTS OTHER­
(/) 

. U> 
<C WISE THE SPIRIT OF THE NSC' 

~ ...J 
<u 

INSTRUCTIONS To· DUC ·AND ((WASHINGTON A~BASSADOR TRAN Kl~)) PHUONG 

·c AND WHICH PHUONG DISCLOSED TO YOU, REMAINS IN FORCE. IHIS IS FOR 
w -
~YOUR· INFORMATION; 
(/) . 

<( ' 
...J 2• AS FOR KISSINGER, PLEASE TELL Hilti lHAT OtHER THAN WHAT SPECIAL 
u 

ASSISTANT DUC DISCUSSED WITH PRESIDENT NIXON THE GVN ((GOVERNMENT 

.Q OF' 
:l1J ,_ 
: 11. ,-

U> 
; (/) 
I<( 
.J 04 

·U • 

VIETNAM)) HAS NO OTHER INSTRUCTIONS FOR You Al THIS TIME~ 

BEST REGARDS. 

DEC 72 0525Z 
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·ffi::D.~-~ .. . ~'820,4 3~9 l 505· . . 
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·~~ .. -~t~lJ.@Z>U.E.C ·. ·7.2 · , . . . .·· ·:.: . ":· 
·0~FM 13 IR N-SA .. ·· 1 

:· . _... . •• . ~.· ... . ,. ·'·'. . • • · . 

~i•·bTb ·W"klIT~E HOIJSE,· (ATTN MR.b'A'JID MCMANIS FOR SERIES CHE:CK.) 
:·.~EM·. -

----y--- - ------ -~··· .. : 
. -. 

• a~ .• : ).: • 

.. '·. 

·.. . .. .. 

.:·. I, 8~ P 8 ~-· 8 'H S T t:JHBHA .8ElsTA _88tlTR8bbE8 ITEM 
.EXCLOSIVE FOR DELTA CONTROL .OFFICER 

-~ WAR~.ING~ _THE .COV1fNT. CONTAINED HEREIN' IS UNUSUALLY SENSITIVE •. 
..:.. IF A USIB.~MEMBER COR HIS SPECIALLY DESIGNATED DEP.UTY) APPROVES 
ffi THE '''USE OF ti{~~~ CO~l.PARTM.ENTEJJ ITEM IN A TOP SEGRE.I coo'EWORD 

P~~LJ:CATION~,. THE- PRECI'§E COMINT. SOURCE OR TARGET (WHICHEVER . 
~ IS SENSITIVE-> SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXI.MUM. DEffiEE POSSIBLE 
...J AND NO R)::FERENCE SHOULD BE .MADE"TO THE NSA .DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 
U IN. ALL OJ'HER..'CASES, TH1S MATERIAL MUST BE "MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA . 
. .. $.ECUR IT'{· C()l!JIROLS. . . · . . 

TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MES.SAGE • 
.. NORMAL DISl'RIBUTION FOR nus MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERI~S 
Q DOLL.;.V:rllb •. ·J?.LEASE.-ADVISE IF ANY Lli1.ITATIO.NS OVER AND. ABOVE 
UJ.EX-IST°ING DELTA-:RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUiRED. THIS t1ESSAGE WAS 
ii: TRANSMITT°ED TO THE WH°ITE-.HOUSE ONLY.-- . (/) . . . 

(/)VIETNAMESE CSOUTH) 
<( XXMMENP01F0072339 G 3/00/DOLL-V NQ/T -72· 

AV,_S, KUS/FORP/B. 

SOUTH VIETNAM MAY ADOPT ONE OF THREE POSTURES IF A TEXT OF THE 
. AGCORD IS SUBtvlI'TTED AT THE NEXT PLENARY SESSI°ON OF THE PARIS 

0 PEACE .T'A_LKS 
'-~'v ... -
~'/\XCC... · 
:".4 {R _' :P'/tR IS: DELEGATION; . C (AMBASSADOR>). 
.'q).\<":ri~ ·'PHAM DANG LAM. 4·DEC 72 12158" . 
-~TO SAI~ON: P~ESIDENT"' S OFFICE; 
·.:.J C-CPR.ESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT>> 
U HOA.N'G DUC. NHA · FLASH 44/PDVN/TM ·.· .. . ,·.: 

top SECRET 
'.... ~:iN T'HE EVENT THAT CCDR. HENRY A.>) KISSINGER AND LE DUG THO 
··SHOULD.· _DEF'I!H~T~L!Y")GREE ON THE I.EXT Of. THE ·ACCORD BEFORE THURSDAY, 
n WHICH IS L!KELY,. !J "IS .ANTICIPATED I.HAT THE PROTOCOL DRAFTS WILL 

.1.1:1 BE S!JBM IT TED .. FOR D ISCUSSIEl.N AT 'THE PL EN ARY' SESSION NEXT THURSDAY 
·ii:.AT tRE<HO'TitL NA.JES!ICJ,0R. AT 'Tfl£"·.FOLLOWING' SESSIO~_Ne KISSINGER HAS 
·ut~R"EAD'{ r§~N;_S,~IDf;REp _:T H~s·, .:PR'f>CEDURI~~-;. "ANJ?. . AMBASSADOR (CW ILL I AM J. )") 
(J)•'J~JR!f:~i·i·',:':~:, 'itt.~~L'A:s.r S:Pl!;_E.CH, AL~_UD.ED ,;TG. ::THI:S. IN- SPEAKING OF' TJ-IE~~ .~ '. . 
~ ttl~~~}:}lab,~.t:.;~~J!i';'irii:\RIS.'M.~ETINGS.WOU.!:-D BE CALL~D 0 0N TO PLAY CONCERNING .. · .. · · ·• ;t !'·PIE· GARR-if~~ 04iJ[;:.~bE<HIE ACCORD.··· . ··'. .:'l-. 
:~· .. . I'N fHi_"~tA.Si!. wt ,..gAN· ·C.HOOSE B£TWEEN THREE ATTITUDES: . >~ ·'_- ' 
.' .: ;~:;.~. -,.e;~~~:B,IT' TH~ .SESSION BY OUR· ABSENCE, WHICH WOULD I NP IC-ATE·"· . . •. 
. · ·A. .B. EAK .ON ·OUR. PART. . · · . · . .. . 

·~· . ·2.. ATTEND" THE SESSION wtr..uo!JT PARTI.Ci.PATING IN THE DISCUSsfo.rf .. · 
~. "Q. _HE' 'PROTpcoL DRAFT s, .. ·wHI ~~- .. W~·ULD ·suR EL:'r ae:· INTERPRETED' AS WELh:~~· "·:: .. . •. •_, 
,_~:. ~ :. DESI~~ _qN 0 UR PART TO D H~50CIA_TE OURSELVES FROM THE AGRJ;.:EME Nt~ .. ·_·:.. ..-.:4. ·r_:}.{,: 
~'.:;: ·. 3. · A.Tl'.END AND PARTICIPATE IN. THE DISCUSSION, WHICH IMPLIES · ,._ .::\ ... ;:.~ ~-:\ 

. ACCEPTANCE ((6G)) THE AGREEMENT. . ...• ..-: •. 
rr IS EV ID ENT THAT OUR ATTITUDE AT THE NEXT SESSION DEPENDS ON. . ·. ,. 

~~m:-7D'E~CTSI01V .-oUR :GUW~JfNMEf\ff~l'JAJ(ES--m~-·THE llTEGO!lATITIN'S . I [\J r-HE-nr-·. - .,. :·'>;;;: . 

.• ;»: ... -ENTIRETY. BECAUSE 9F THE URGENCY CCOF' THE SITUATION)), I HAVE THE · ,_. ~--~, 
.1-0NOR I·Q~, .. ,(\JsLVAL RE'QUE-ST EARNESTLY) THAT INSTRUCTIONS BE DULY SEN! . ·.N 

TO us· sd.'il'~P.IAT WE MAY ACT IN CONFORMITY WITH GOVERNMENT POLICY. -~-; 
OW TI 4 DEC 72 113 5Z .Iii!!- L. 0 • ~ 
- XXHH _,.,- .-, "! 

"L 650 · . .;~, 
~t) #82:© 4 . , .. .. . .. ~ .. ., . . . 
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3400433 

.. u 
·ZMY Mi'iNSH 

Z 05J432Z DEC 72 ZY~ 
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- ii: F'M D I:l t·J SA 
.. (/) 

rJ) 

< TO ~HITE HOUSE 
.J 
u 

ZEM 

-' 

c T a It 7 * c " i T Wi'iiiliH QilsT:O. "•Pl¢liH~lslsliii ITi~·'. SECT ran OM~ OF T1.'i0 
. . . ·:w 
._·. ·. . : ~ TRA?·J_S:UTTED HEREWITH IS A SOUiH VIETNAMESE ~-~ESSAGE. NOiH.JAL 

. (/) 
... :·.: ..... · .. ,;' <( . . 
: . ..:: .. _-·.: . ...J DISTRI3UTION F'OR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUSSERL:S. 
/\)::·.·.·-':, u 

PLEASE ADVISE IF' ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE EXIST ING 

0 RESTR !CT I ON S ARE REQUIRED~ THIS ~·1ESSAGE WAS . TRANSMITTED . .. ·w 
LL 
(/) TO THE \'iHITE HOUSE ONLY~ 
en 
< .· d VIETtJAMESE C_ SOUTH) rRENCH . 

3AO/DOLL-VND/T-72 

K~SINGER BRIEFS SOUTH VIETNAMESE IN PARIS AFTER 4·DECEMBER 
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D~LEGATION; CCAMBASSADOR)) PHAM DANG 
'.~-

TOP SECRET 
0 

, .. w " ... 
.. . LL C CDR •. HENRY A.)) l<ISSINGER RECEIVED THE T ~SK F'OR CE IN · F'ULL CCAT)) 

(J) 

. . . ~ 2t3~ HOURS, AF'TER HIS TUO MEET H!GS, THE OiJE: A CONF'IDENT IAL CON~ 
:<<: : .. ·.:_;__:_.:, ..J 

··:··· u 
VERSP,T ImJ WITH LE DUC THO HJ' THE MORt·.JDJG .. ~:.JD THE: OTHER HI THE 

.J 
·" r.T '7° •· 1 oo ,, A T-JOP. '< ........ ~ ......... :-; ~ Ic···.··i :.=1· i-T ·_p -_, ','-'E !'11 :-: i. •·• ~~' e.. :.'I • J - w - ~ n 

0 
w" 
l.l. l<IS_SL-!GER QU:!:3TIO·;·.JED US OMCS: P,GlHM A5 TO '.'!l·ETi~E:2 'JE ;;,~D ;(ECZilJED 

. (/) 
{!) 

-<(ANY ElSTRUCT IOr,;s FR Of>~ S.tiIGO!·.] srnc~· YZSTZRD:.,Y, T8 UHICi{ I :1EPLIED 
I _. 

u 
THAT, UNI IL NEW ORDERS. C CARE RECEIVEJ)), THE POSIT IOi·J LA'ID DOHN BY 

. ~'"'~CT'L ((PR,...~ID,..~1 -iI"L)·) ,·".,:::::::rc:::_T_il,r.· .• 1-_1 :.··Jt'.:f1iY-... "',\t. ,o,uLl D. u·1c DU-.'·'.I.',1G H.IS ,'«.si:;:-1Ir.· .. 1!'.!:::· .. _ .. .-.·· .. ·a ::iri!. ":11 •• c.~; c.t. 1-: ..., .... _ .. ~u ._ __ ~- __ 

. . . . !JJ 
· .. ·."·.-

~ IN WASHINGTON REMAINED VALID. 
· .. • . . (/) 
. . (J) 
" . <( 

:·:.:::: ... _.:,::: ... , ..J !<I SS INGER THEN BR IEF'L Y GAVE US .~ N ACCOUNT. ·OF' HIS TWO MEET ING·s~ 

.;:/=>./;-:::.::-..;. 0 
ACCORDING TO l<ISSINGER, DURING· THE MORNING 1-lEETHIG WITH .LE DUC. THO, 

· 0 THO· MADE A LONG INbICTMENT AGAINST THE U.E. F'OR THE THREATS.UTTERED .· .. · .w 
....... LL 

.. 

. . . . (J) BY l(ISSHJGER LAST WEEK cr~ASSIVE RETALIATION BY THE U~E~ .IN ·THE: EVENT 
. . (J) ... 

. . <( . 

· d o~ A ·BREAK IN THE NEGOTIATIONS·INSTtGATED BY HANOij~ 

. rfllAS ONLY IN THI~. AFTERNOON• SESSION THAT KISSIN~ER 0PR6PDSE~ .DPT ION 

2Llo LE DUC THO; THAT IS, THE PRESErJT DR.'AF.T AGREE.MENT '\aJITH'·r·HE':F-OL-. 

.. 
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MAitnAHJ ARTICLE 8~ c~; . . . 

CJ 
~REJECT H~NOI' DEMAND TO INCLUDE FOREIGN CIVILIAN PERSONNEL CHARGED 
LL 
(/) . 

~WITH THE FUNCTION OF MAINTAINING WAR ~ATERIEL AMONG FOREIGNERS WHO 
...J 
u 

MUST BE SENT HOME UNDER ART ICLE3; 

ADD "ONE-FOR-ONE BASIS CB VAL AND) RETURN TO THEIR NATIVE PLACES" 
0 
I.LI 
LL TO THE CLAUSE ON THE DEM03ILIZATION OF THE RESPECTIVE FORCES OF THE 
(/) 
(/) 
<(TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES; 
...J 
u 

.::l 
w 

THE CORRECT TP.MlSLATION II\! VIETNAMESE OF THE TERi·~ "ADMINISTRATIVE 

ST?.UCTURE" At-JD THE ADDITION OF "C:E1UALLY P1PPOicHED BY BOTH SIDES" 

U... AFT::!:R THE TE:R~~ "THREE EQUAL SZGr11ENTS"; CCAND)) 
ti) 
:n 
~ADD "AND RESPECT EACH OTHER" TERRITOR~' TO ARTICLE 15, ON THE DMZ 
\.) 

((DEMILITARIZED ZONE>>. 

~ MONET HELE SS, ACCORD I NG TO l~ I SS INGER, L~ D UC THO REJECTED ALL OF' THE SE 
:.u 
;.L. 
~MODIFICATIONS AND DEMANDED IN ADDITIO~: 

J) 
:::( 
...J 1. OMIT PARAGRAPH C OF ARTICLE 8 CONCERNING POLITICAL PRISONERS WHO 
u 

WERE TU BE RELEASED AT lttE SAME llnE AS lHE Puw~E. 

0 2. THE SENDiivG HUr1E uF FOREIGN CIVILIAN PERSONNEL CHARGED WITH THE 
w 
LL 
U> FUNCTION OF l'lAINTAINING OF WAR IYJETERIEL WITHIN THE SAl'IE IIIYJE FRAl'lE AS 
U> 
<( 

d THE U.S. FORCES. 

3~ESTORING THE FOR1;1£R WORDiivG uF ARTICLE 1, CHAP".tER I; THAT IS: " 

-T~ U.S. RESPECTS THE !~DEPENDENCE, SuVEREIG~lY,.UNITY AND TERRITORIAL 
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VIET NA11'1~" 

0 
~ LE D UC THO LET Il BE UNDER SJOOD THAl IF i' !iE U. • IS NO J. IN AGREE1•1ENT, 
IL -U) 

~ THEN THE UNL y SUL UT IUN IS Tu REI URN iu iHE DRAF'T AGREE11Jfjtj 1 UF" 8 

..J 

U OCTOBER• 

THINGS STOPPED AT THAT POINT. KISSINGER Ai~D LE D UC l HO AGREED fO 11uLD 

0 
w ii: A WORK SESSION i01110RROW AF:LERiHJlfi~ iu GIVE ·EACH SIDE 1 I1•1E iu REFLECJ.. -U) 

~~WE THEN ASKED KISSINGER WHICH TACTIC riE WILL E~PLuY TuMMORROW. HERE 
_J 

u 

:o 
w 

IS HIS ANSWER: "IN CASE iHEY ACCEPi OP!ION 2 iuMURRuW, WE WILL CB VAL 

SETTLE> • IN CASE THEY 1•1A INTA IN THE IR DEL'IAL~D S, WE ARE GU ING TO SUS PE ND 

ii: THE NEG OT IAT rorvs. I w ILL iVOT i~AKD Al~ y 1vEW PFWPUSAL s. IF ·1 HEY DO NOT -U) 
U) 
<CHANGE, I DO NOT CHANGE, TOO." 
..J u 

IN THE FIRST CASE-- THAI IS, ACCEPIANCE OF OPIIUN 2 BY HA~ul-- 1HE U. 

:as~ WILL NOT MAKE PUBLIC I~~EDIAIELY IHE FACT 1HA1 IHE AGREEMENT HAS 
w 
~ BEEN DEF IN IT IVEL Y CONCLUDED. WHILE AWA IT ING THE RE SUL TS OF J.Ui'llJRROW 
U) 
U) 

. ~ AGTERNOON' SESSION WHH THE NORJH VlEINAi1iESE. KISSINGER ASKED AND 
:U 

CC! WK G)) ~ANY IIMES lHAl SAIGON ABSiAIN FRU~ A~Y SiAJ.EME~J. UR COM-

:() MEfHARY ON NEG OT !AT IONS IN PROGRESS, 11\j ORDER 1~01 TO CB VAL INCUR> 
JW ·-' IJ.. 
'ffi THE RESPONSIBILITY IN THE EVENT OF A RUPIURE • 
. U) 

< d KISSINGER ASKED IN ruRr~ OUR OPI1~IU1v AS 10 LE DUC !Hu;; E ANSWER ror~ORROW~ 

HIMSELF, HE THI~KS THAI TriE NORiH VIEYNAMESE WILL HARDEN THEIR 

OELT>, _ CONTROLLED ITEN~ 

-

• 

< At 

·~--
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u 
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(I) 
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u Mrf INGS WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE 
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• 
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··-TO: SAIGON: PRESIDENT·E~-:: OFFICE; CCPRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT>> 

~ HOANG DUC NHA IMMEDIATE 45/PDVN/TM 
-LL - . -
U> TOP SECRET 
U> 

;<( 

d POSITION, BECAUSE THEY ARE CONVINCED BY THE TRAIN OF EVENTS THAT A 

CONFRONTATION BETWEEN SAIGON AND WASHINGTON WILL BE INEVITABLE AND 

~THAT ALL THAT REMAINS FOR HANOI IS TO AWAIT THE CUTTING OFF OF ALL -LL 

m SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE CCBY THE)) U •• 
<C 
.J 
U IN ANY CASE~ ACCORDING TO KISSIMGER, THREE POSSIBILITIES COULD ARISE: 

EITHER HANOI INSISTS THAT WASHINGTON BRING PRESSURE TO ~EAR ON SAIGON 

0 
~ WITH A VIEW TO THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE DRAFT AGREEMENT OF 8 OCTOBER AS 
LL 
U> 
U> IS; OR HANOI REFUSES TO SIGN ANYTHING AND PREFERS TO WAIT FOR CONGRESS 
<C 
...J 
U TO BRING AN END TO AID TO SOUTH VIETNAM; OR HANOI ACCEPTS A SEPARATE 

AGREEMENT WITH THE U. • LIMITED TO THE RELEASE OF U.E. P0\!!9 E IN EX-
0 
w 
LL CHANGE FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF U.E. TROOPS Ai~D THE END OF U~E~ MILITARY -U> 
U> . 
<( AID • 
...J 
u 

KISSINGER ASSURED US THAT IN THE FIRST CASE, THE U •• WILL REFUSE TO 

IMPOSE ON SAIGON THE DRAFT AGREEMENT OF 8 OCTOBER WITHOUT CHANGE, 
0 
w 
LL NOT BECAUSE THIS DRAFT IS BAD, BUT BECAUSE OUT GOVERiv1•iEiV1 HAS PLEDGED 
U> 
U> 
:) ALL OF ITS PRESTIGE IN lHE CA1•iPAIGN WilH A VIEW ·ro MOD IF"Y!NG THE 
u 

AnEEMENT. 

wLITOLD l<ISSINGER THAT IN OUR OPHUON IF HANU I ADuPTS Alli INTRAi'iSIGEANT 

ATTITUDE, IT IS BECAUSE II IS ENCUURAGED BY ALL Ur lHESE REVELATIUNS 
------ - - - - ---- - - - - ---- - - - ·-----------
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IN THE PRESS ACCORDING TU WHICH THE U.S. HAS DECIDED IO CONCLUDE AN 

~ AGREE1,1EN'f EVEi>J BEFORE THE El~D OF J HIS WEE l<• KISS I1vGER AGREED 'f HAT IT 

IL -Ul IS WORTHLESS FOR WASJ1!11JGTU1·j AND SA!GU11J TU THROW TtiE RESPNSIBILITY 
Ul 
<C d ON EACH OTHER FOR lHE LEAKS. iHE ESSENlIAL 1riING NOW IS 1MA1 iriE U~ • 

,. 

GOVERN~ENT AND THE GOVER~~ENT OF SUUitt VIEINA~ RE~A!N UN!lED IN ORDER 

~TO FACE ANY EVENTUALITY. 

Li: 
ffi WE HAVE THE I1•IPRESSI011J lHAl 'fHE APPARENT HARDENiiJG BY HA11JOI IS 01~LY 
<C 
..J 
U A SHAM tACIIC IO SEE TU WHAT DEGREE i~E U •• IS I~PA1IENT TO CON-

CLUDE AN AGREEMENI. WE SHALL riAVE NO FURinER oousrs, Iw ANY CASE, 

:o 
~ ror10RROW EVEN ING OR WEDNESDAY EVEN H.1G AT TnE LATEST. 
IL -<I) 
<I) 4 80 
<C 
..J 
u #0660 

0 
IJ.I -LL -<I) 
<I) 

~ NNNN 
u 

0 
w -lL -<I) 
<I) 
<C 
..J u 
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...J EXCLUSIVE FOR DELTA CONTROL OFFICER u 

WARNING: THE COMINT CONTAINED HEREIN IS UNUSUALLY SENSITIVE. 
IF A USIB MEMBER COR HIS SPECIALLY DESIGNATED DEPUTY> APPROVES 
THE USE OF THIS COMPARTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SECRET CODEWORD 
PUBLICATION~ THE PRECISE COMINT SOURCE OR TARGET CWHICHEVER 

0 IS SENSITIVE) SHOULD BE CONCEAL~D Tb THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSSIBLE 
W AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 
lL IN ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELI A 
(J) SECURITY CONTROLS. 
(J) 
<( 
...J 
u 

TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE • 
NORMAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 
DOLL-VND. PLEASE ADVISE lF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 
EXIStING DELTA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 

O VVVVIETNAMESE (SOUTH). 
W XXMMENP01F0072340 
lL 3/00/DOLL-VND/T -72 
(J) AVS, AVN, KUS/FORPIB, D. 

~ AMBASSADOR LAM SEES POSSIBLE U.S. FIRE OF THIRD PARTY TO HELP COUNTER 
...J NORlH VIETNAMESE INTRANSIGENCE u 

xxcc 
FR PARIS: SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

DELEGATION; ( (AMBASSADOR)> 
PHAM bANG LAM 5 DEC 72 1245Z 

0 TO SAIGON: PRESIDENT'S OFF ICE; 
W ((PRESIDENTIAL SECRETARY>> 
LL 
(J) 

HOANG DUC NHA IMMEDIATE 46/PDVN/M 

Ul SECRET 
<( CONCERNING THE PROPOSAL OF THE AMERICAN SIDE, LE DUC THO . d HAS AGREED TO POSTPONE UNTIL TOMORROW MORNING THE WORKING SESSION 

SET FOR THIS AFTERNOON AT 1500 HOURS. THE REASON FOR THE CANCELLA-

• o' ., . 
N 
6 
\J) 

"' 
-~ "' 

• 
• 
• m

N OF TODAY'S. SESSION COULD BE TO ( B VAL AVOID> A BREAK CAUSED 
NORTH VIEr~.AM'S IN. TRANSIGENCE. THE u.s~ COULD PUT THIS RESPITE 
36 HOURS TO GOOD USE BY TRYING TO MAKE NORTH VIETNAM SEE REASON 
OUGH THE INTERVENTION OF A THIRD PARTY. 
H . . 

Tb 2. 
C: CORRECT TITLE LINE TO READ j. 

i 

AMBASSADOR LAM SEES POSSIBLE U.S. USE OF THIRD PARTY TO HELP COUNTER 
-~NORTH VIETNAMESE INTRANSIGENCE-

400 
0 

#3023 

w 
LL. -i<Jl 
(J) 
<( 
...J 
u 

#-.6 "2 NNNN 

-----------

·~ () 
z 
;::: 
z 

·~ ~ I--
Cf) z 
::i w - ::;: co z 

~. ··~ "' ~ . > 
~~ ~ 
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. ~JETNAMESE (SOUTH> 
XXMMENP0 IF0072340 

-i 3/00/DOLL-VND/T -72 .,, 
:AVS,AVN,KUS/FORP/. 
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J>&ltrrH VIET.NAMESE NATIONAL SECURITY CO~CIL AWAITING RESULTS OF 
-~ SEQCil;ND KISS'.IN:GER-THO MEET ING 
....... 

I - --
(j·l(;}fCC _ 

FR SA IG'ON: _ PRESIDENT •s OFF ICE; 
C CPRES.IDENT IAL SECRETARY>> 
HOANG DUC NHA 5 DEC 72 2020H 

TO PARIS: ((DELEGATION>>; 
0 AMBASSADOR PHAM DANG LAM IMMEDIATE 2877/PTT/BT/TM 
w 

TGP SECRET. 
~ l HAVE RECEIVED YOUR CABLE NR. 45/PDVN • THE NATIONAL 
~SECURITY C0tmCIL IS AWAITING THE RESULTS OF THE SECOND l'1EETING · 
<TO FO·Rf!lUL.AfE .AN QPIN ION. PLEASE CABLE ME THE RE SUL TS AFTER -
-''YOU HAVE RECEIVED THEM. 
U TI 5 DEC 72 1358Z 
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Q 
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U> 
U> 
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3/00/DOLL-VND/T-72 

=-

FR EMCH 

--- ., .. ' 
I 

.. _ ·---·· . 



Doc ID: 6549596    Doc Ref ID: A504075
····TITLE: LATEST INSTRUCTIONS FROM SAIGON 

~FR: SAIGON: cCPRESIDENTIAL ADVISER>>HOANG DUC NHA 6 DEC 72 1210 

-IJ.. -Ul TO: PARIS:·· A"MBASSADOR PHA D-A·N:G ·LAM 2884/PT-T/VP/Tl'i-
Ul 
<( 

d TOP SECRET 

REFERENCE YOUR MESSAGES 43 AND 45. 

~ AT THE INSTRUCT IONS OF PRESIDENT THIEU, PLEASE RE!YIIND DR. KISSINGER -LL -m THAT IM WASHINGTON HE PR01viISED C PECIAL ASSISTANT NGUYEN PHU)) DUC 
<( 
_J 

U THAT HE WOULD USE ALL HIS EFFORTS TO GET THE OTHER SIDE TO 

ACCEPT THE MOD IF !CAT IONS WHICH WE CONSIDER ESSENT !AL CONCERN ING 

0 
~THE THREE BASIC QUEST IONS, TO WIT: 1--THE wITHDRAWAL OF' THE 
1.1. 
Ul 
Ul NVACCNORTH VIETNAFiESE ARrlJY)) TO NORTH VIETNAM, 2--[~0 PRGCCPROVI-
<C 
..J 
U SIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT>> AS A PARALLEL GOVERNAMENT CO-

EXISTING WITH THE GVNCCGOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM)), 3-~THE 

0 

~ CNRCCCNATIONAL COUNCIL OF RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD>>~ 
-(/) 
~ IN WASHINGTON DR. KISSINGER PROMISED TO TRY TO OBTAIN THE F'OLLOtHl~G 

'_J u 
MOD IF !CAT IONS REGARD ING THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE NVA. 1--NEW ART !CLE 

13 (THE QUEST ION OF VIET NA1•iESE ARMED FOR CE S IN SVN (CE 0 UT H VIETNAM)), 
0 
IJJ 
-~ETC~> WILL BE MODIFIED AS FOLLOWS: (THE QUESTION OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
Ul 
Ul 
~ARMED F'ORCES IN SVN SHALL BE SETTLED BY THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES); 

u 
2nIN NEW ARTICLE 15 CONCERNING THE Df'IZCCDEMILITAR-

I~D ZONE>>, HE WILL ADD: CAND RESPECT EACH OTHER'E TERRITORY 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 24 OF THE 1954 GENEVA AGREEMENT>; 3--

Oo 
Ul 
N 

~ .., 
o~ ,... 

O> 

• 
• 
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·IN ADDITION TO THESE TWO POINTS WHICH DR. KISSINGER PROMISED, MR. DUC 

~ INSISTED ON THE TERMS CALL OTHER NON- ourH VIE'H!Ai'1ESE 'i"ROOPS - - -) 

-lL -en IN THE ARTICLE THAT DEALS WITH 1HE WI"irtDRA'.l,AL OF FOREIGi~ en . 
c( 
.J U TROOPS, CONFOR !ti I NG TO T ttE JO IiH CQi;11•1UlHQUE F'R(Ni 1•1 ID WAY hi tJUL Y 19 69 ~ 

CONCERNING OUR OPPOS!l ION 10 1 HE CuNCEP1 uF !WU PARALLEL GOVERNMENTS IN 

~ SVN, DR. KISSINGER PROIUSED TO iiAVE TiiE WURDS PRG REViuVED FR0t'l ALL THE ·-IJ.. -m TEXT. PLEASE ASK HIM IF HE hAS USED riIS EFFORTS IN THIS SENSE. 
<( 

,.J 
U AS FOR THE CNRC, 1•1R. DUC TOLD HI1·1 Tt1A'1 !HE GVN IS KEEPING 10 ITS 

PROPOSALS. 

0 
~THE ESSENTIAL Ttth,G IS TH.Al DR. KISSINGER 1·1US1 PRESE1u 1nESE PROPOSALS 
LL -en . en WITH FORCE AND CONVICTION AND NOT ~ERELY FOR FUR~' SAKE• 
c( 
.J 
U YESTERDAY RADIO HAiVUI TAKING UP Ai~ EDITURIAL F'RUl'l Ii1E 111EWSPAPER NHAN 

DAN MAINTAINED THAT THE NVA HAS THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN SVN BECAUSE 

a 
w 
~VIETNAM IS ONE (CNATION)). ANUTHER REASuN Tu IwSISI UN iHE WifttDRAWAL 
-en 
~ OF THE NVA. BEST REGARDS • 
.J ;u 

I 06 DEC 12 0605Z 

800 .o 
. LLI 
-'~ #0670 
en en 
' <( 
,.J 
·u 

N~N 
\ 

,,......,_ 

-~ 

'----------------------~----------------~-"··-·-' 
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~TO WHITE HOUSE/ATTN: MR. O. MCMANIS FOR A SERIES CHECK 
LL -Ul ·m ZEM 
<C 
.J 
U T e P 8 E 8 R E T BE~TA 88NT~9bbE8 ITEM 

SECTION ONE OF TWO 
c 
I.LI 
,[ 3/00/DOLL-VND/T -72 
·-:m 
: ~ T~ANSMITTED HERE WITH IS A VND/T 
.J ·-u 

MESSAGE> PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OM 

DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
·C 
'I.LI 
'. ~ TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY~ 
(/) 
(I) 

· j VIET!MMESE FRE!~CH 

1U 

CnUTH> 

K~SINGER BRIEFS SOUTH VIETNAMESE ON 6 DECEMBER MEETINGS 

. / 
LJJIT.H NORTH VIETNAMESE IN PARIS 

• 
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FR PAR IS:. SOUTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATION; CC Al''iBASSADOR)) PHAM DANG 

~ LAM 

Ul 
,(I) 
<C 

tS DEC 72 2230 
- ·.r-· ".;;... -·.,·· 

I 1'i~"JED IATE 

d TO SAIGON: PRESIDENT• OFFICE; cCPRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT)) 

4 7 /PD VN/TM 

~ HOANG DUC NHA -ll.. -· m TOP SECRET. 
~ <C 
..J 
UTHE MEETING TODAY BETWEEN KISSINGER AND LE DUC THO LASTED 

FROM 1030 HOURS TO 1530 HOURS. KISSINGER RECEIVED US AT 1900 HOURS. 

·c 
W WE IMMEDIATELY ASKED HIM WHAT HAD BEEN THE RESULT OF 

~Li: -en 
:(I) THE EFFORTS WHICH 
;<( 
'..J 
'.U HE HAD PROMISED TO IYJAKE DURING THE MEETINGS WITH SPECIAL 

ASSISTANT NGUYEN PHU 
ic 
w 

~LL DUC IN WASHINGTON, PARTICULARLY ON THE THREE POINTS: 
-:en 
!~ 1. THE WITHDRAWAL OF' NORI H VIET NAME SE TROOPS~ 
i.J 
·u 

2. THE EXCLUSION OF ANY f'lENT ION OF THE PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY 

0 GOVERNMENT IN THE AGREEMENT~ ·w ·-, ll.. 
· ffi 3 ~ T HE D MZ ~ 
(/) 
<C :d KISSINGER RECALLED HAVING PROMISED SPECIAL ASSISTANT NGUYEN PHU DUC TO 

D~HIS BEST ON ONLY THE LAST POINTS. ON THE 

rUAGREEMENT WITH HIM, KISSINGER IS SAID TO 

SPEClAb..._.A.SSISTANT 

FIRST POINT, AND HAIG rs 

HAVE INFORMED 

,., 
... 
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NGUYEN PHU cue THAT HE COULD NOT HARBOR Af~Y ILLUSION • OF' THE TWO 

c 
~ THINGS, EITHER 
LL -U> REQUEST TO CHANGE ART !CLE 13 SOLELY BY CHANG ING "VIETNAMESE 
U) 
<( 

d ARMED FORCES" TO 

"SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES." SUCH A F'ORMULA WOULD NOT RESOLVE 

~ ANYTHING, -IL. -
~ BlIT WOULD BE DANGEROUS HJ THE SCMCE THAT NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE 
<( 
.J 
U NOT AFFECTED 

BY THE DEMOBILIZATION. OR COMBINE THE FORMULA "THE QUESTION OF 

'Q 
~ SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
LL -U) 
U> ARMED FORCES, ETC~" WITH THE ADDITION TO ARTICLE 3 
<( 
.J 
U "WITHDRAWAL OF ALL NON- OUTH 

VIETNAMESE TROOPS~" THIS ADD IT ION HAS ALREADY BEEN CATEG OR !CALLY 

0 
w 
[ REJECTED -<I) 

~ BY LE DUC THO~ l<ISSINGER ADDED THAT DUR ING 
_J 

'U 
HIS ME ET ING S WIT H T HE NORTH 

VET~JAMESE ON 27 NOVEMBER, THIS SINGLE QUESTION OF NORTH 
0 
w -!:!: VIETNAMESE 
U) 
<I) 

:) TROOPS TOOK UP THREE ENT IRE SESSIONS; ALL ALTERNATIVES 

u 
HnE BEEN TR !ED WITHOUT 

S~CESS~ YESTERDAY HE RAISED 

BUT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 

THIS SAME QUESTION ANEW, 

~ =; z iiiiL D . .!~ .P. .E ~:W. 'ii2 GT W :P,.ry;v,rtr:=::::N 
- ::.- ---.. ... ::s:::::: ;;;;; 

-~ ol 
. U> 

"' 6 
"' .., 

~~ r­cn 

... ~ 
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HE C <KISSINGER)) DWELT F'OR AS MUCH AS 3 OF' THE 5 HOURS THAT 
0 
IJJ -!!: YESTERDAY'S 
Ul 
Ul 
j MEETING LASTED WITHLE DUC THO ON POINT 2 
u 

REGARD ING THE PRG ( ( PROVISIOMAL 

0 REVOLUTION ARY GOVERNMENT))~ THE RESULTS WERE EQUALLY 
·w -
ffi NE GAT I VE~ LE D UC THO 
Ul 

·~rs NEHEMENTLY OPPOSED TO ANY MODIFICATION OF' THIS SUBJECT. 
u 

REGARDING THE 3RD POINT, I~E. THE ADDING OF "RESPECT EADH 

0 OTHER'S TERRIOTY ·w -LL. 
:ii) IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 24," THERE WAS A SIMILAR VIGOROUS 
Ul 
<( ·d OPPOSITION ON THE 

:~PART OF' THE NORTH VIETNAMESE~ 
'lJ.. -
·~AFTER THIS PRELIMINARY, KISSINGER GAVE US AN ACCOUNT OF' HIS 
. <( 

'..J . U MEET ING 

WITH LE DUC THO TODAY~ 

,o 
~IN A SOLEMN TONE, HE STATED THAT LE DUC THO HELD CB VAL ENTRIELY) TO 

'lJ.. 
: ii) 
·m HIS INTRANSIGEONT POSITION~ WHEN KISSINGER MADE ANY NEW PROPOSAL, HE 
. <( 

'...J 

U :~HO)) 

#0661 

i -·w1& I 
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...1 FM DIRNSA u 

TO WHITE H~USE/ATTN: MR. D. ~CMANIS FOR A SERIES CHECK 

0 .. w ZEM 

IJ... 

(J) r a P s E c a s T Pi'.kT>: r; 9i!T~ ~lslsiB It E!tl 
UJ 

.·:· .. ·.,, <( 
,· .: ...1 

·." .. "· U FINAL SECT ION OF TWO 

3/QO/DOLL-VND/T -72 

0 
-~TRANSMITTED HERE WITH IS A VND/T 
LL 
(/) 
(J) MESSAGE~ PLEASE ADVISE IF' ANY Lii''IITATIONS O'N 

. :) 
U DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 

TLI~JSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. . 

HELD STRICTLY TO THE PUSifIUN WHICH HE ADUP1ED DURING THE 

EARLIER SESSIONS. - ·- -- - -- . . ~ - - - - ---~-~ ---- --- ·-- •-- -- -- -

,. 
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:.1 ACCORDING fi'i~§i:SSINGERi LE nuc>(il() kAS GONE BACK 

0 
... { ... ..,.. 

·~ ON AL~ OF;kIS~EARLIER LL ,• - ... <A; ' . - ,-; 

-
~ CONbE~SION~~CkEFERENCE OUR 
..J 

. U 23 NOVEMBER), -·AND HE 

_. ..• ' ........ 

CABLE NO. 22/PDV~/r~ DA!ED 

IS NOW DEMANDING THAT THE ACCORD CC VAL BE RETAINED) 
·o w 

LL IN ITS 8 OCTOBER FORM. 
(/) 

. . . . ~ IF WE DE S IRE 0 T 0 A i4 F' EC TA N Y C HA NG E T 0 I 1 , WE 1•1 US l 111 A KE 
: - ".'.::, ;_·-·. _J 

. u 

RECIPROCAL CONCESSIONS 

0 CA DIRECT ALLUSION !U !HE FREEING uF PULI1ICAL PRISuNERSl. 
w 
l.J... 

.(J) xISSINGER I~.)F'ORMED us HiA1 rtE WILL ViEEI AGAIN ~\!ITH LE DUC 
(/) 
<( 

...J THO TOIYJORR OW u 

AT 1500 HOR_S. IN THE VENT THAl 1HE NOR1H V!ETNA111ESE 

.. ~ ["1AI:~TAIN THE SAr·1E 
·-1.L 

~POSITION AS TODAY, A BREAK-DOWN WILL BE INEVIIABLE SINCE 1HE 

.. <: 
. :·.::'' _J 

. :·_.U U.S.HAS NO 
' .. . 

INTENTION OF' REUTRNING TO IHE 8 OClOBER DRAF1 ACCURD, 

·o 
·WAS IT STANDS. 

LL 
(/) 
(/) C ( XG)) ( C VAL KISS INGER) WILL I HEN RETURN TU WASHING TUN THIS 

. <( 
_J 

U :;--:; !DAY. 

H~((K!SSINGER)) SAID lHAl WE SHU\JLD Nu1 REJOICE CCUVER .A PuSSIBLE 

3~EADK-DOWN 

- ---------~--- .... -~-~~---------------··- ---··--~ .. -----·-
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IN THE NEGOTIATIONS)) BECAUSE l"HE CONSEQUENCES 

! WILL BE JUSI AS DISAS1URUS 
·Q . . . . . ·.· . . . 
w -~ AS IF THE BREAK-DOWN WERE PROVOKED BY US. IH FACT, "WE 
(J) 
(J) 

j WILL CC VAL BEGIN) TU 
u 

WORK IN A D IF'FEREtH FRAr1EWOR K." Af i HIS PO IN 1 iiE l'JENT IO NED 

0 THE LETTER FROM 
w 
~ PRESIDENT (er HIEU)) f 0 PRESIDENf NIXON AND ASKED IF' THIS 
(/) 
<( 
..J LETTER FR Ot"l 
u 

PRESIDENT CCI IEU)) TO PRESIDE:i>Jl id)\011J AND ASKED IF' i HIS LE11ER 

0 CC VAL H1PL !ED) 
w 
lL 
(J) THAT WE WERE SUGGEST ING THA1 1 HE U.E. L·iAKE A SEPARA1E 
(/) 
<( 

d AGREEMENT WITH HANuI 

OiJ THE LIBERATION OF POW' !Pi EXCrlA111GE: uFR TriC: DISENGAGEtr1ErH 

~ OF THE U.S. 

LL. 

~WHETHER OR NOT iHE cu~D!i!UN FUR !HE CESSA1Iuw uF u •• 
<( 
...J 
U MILITARY AID Ju GVr1 

. ((GOVER NEMT OF SOUT i1 VIET 1vA1'1)) WERE INCLUDED I1'oJ SUCH A 

Cl 
~ SEPARAIE AGREE~ENI, 
..... -J) 
Cf) THE RESULTS WILL· BE THE SA;1;E. CONGRESS WILL PUf Ar1 END 10 
<(· 
...J 

U ALL KND S Or U.S. 

M~lr ARY AID AS SOON AS i hE u. s. Pow• s ARE FREED AND 

u.s~ IRUUPS ARE REPAIRIAIED. 
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I . . .·. ' 
- ·~:-· . . .·. ~ 

j VIE1NAM IN lHE 
0 " 
I.LI 

~ EVENT OF' A SEPARATE AGREEMENT AS OPPOSED TO A Cu~~uN AGREE~~~I. 
Ul 
Ul . 

;:5 IN THE FIRST 
·u 

CASE, HANOI WOULD RETAIN FULL F'REED01·1 uF AC1 !UN, WITH 

. 0 NO RESTRICTION REGGARDING 
w 
~ THE RE.IiVFORCEl'iENT A1vD SUPPLY OF ( C VAL I HE tvORT H VIETNAMESE) 
(/) 

::-.:.:;j FORCES Hi THE 
u 

SOUTH. < (IT WOULD HAVE>) NO 03L IGAT IOt·l TO RESPECT THE Dr·1Z 

0 ((DEMILITRAIZED 
w 
LL 
(/)ZONE)) ((OR)) THE BORDERS uF LALiS A0JD CA1·1BuDIA. DURil'JG TKIS 
(/) 
<t d TIME THE LI.~. WILL 

HAVE BEEN RlD OF ALL INVOLVEMENT WITH REGARD TO SOUTH VIETNAM 

.8 AND INDOCHINA. 

!J.. 

~ IN OTHER WORDS, SOUTH VIETNA~, LAOS, AND CA~BODIA WILL BE 

'.'· ..... '.,~ 
·.: . U LEFT BY THEMSELVES 
·· .. ". ' .... : 

TO FACE NORTH VIETNAM ((WHICH WILL HAVE THE>) 

. 0 
.W 

!J.. UNRESTRICTED AID OF MOSCOW 
Ul 
(/) 

j A~D PEKING~ ON THE OTHER HAND, IN IHE CASE OF A SINGNING OF A COMMON 
u 

AnESMENT 

B~ALL PARTIES ((INCLUDING SOUTH VIETNAM)), THE 

U.S. WILL BE BOUND FOR AN 
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... ":I_". - "· '".P .,,_, 
··, 

l INDEFINITE PERIOD TO .SOUTH VIETNAM AS WELL AS 
; 

I 
f ~ TO INDOCHINA. THE AGREEMENT WILL 
-: LL._ -·(I) CONSITITUTE A LEGAL BASIS FOR THE U.E. TO INTERVENE, 
(I) 

. <( 

·d INCLUDING MILITARILY~ TO 

MAKE NORTH VIETNAM RESPECT THE AGREEMENT 

_ ~ CC AND TO PER MIT THE U. • )) TO 
. LL 

. ~CONTINUE TO FURNISH MILITARY AID TO SOUTH VIETNAM. 
: . ··:" .; '.-' :~ <( 

- -. ...I 
· U KISSI~GER E~PHAASIZED THAT THIS IS THE RE6L 

P203LEM<THE REAL ISSUD. 

0 
W THZ REST IS OF LITTLE IMPORTA~CE C RRELEVANT), 
LL 

. (/) 
CJ) EV~N IF WE OBTAIN SOME CHA~GES, 
<( . 
...I 
U FOR EXAXAMPLE, THE ADDITIO~ OF "RESPECT FOR 

EACH OTHER• S TERR IOTRY ~" 
0 
w 
l.L HJ RESPONSE T 0 r•lY QUE ST ION AS TO WHET HER HE 

(/) 

···.,-:.· .. >-:~((KISSINGER)) HAD 
. - .....J 

... _:.':-U 

. ·o 
-w 

RENEWED EFFORTS ON THE THREE. POirJTS MENTIOMED 

IN YOUR CABLE CCNO~)) 2884/ 

LL PTT/VP/TM, KISSINGER REPLIED THAT IT IS NOw TOO LATE 10 BE MAKING 
(/) 
(/) 

· ~ ~EW PROPOSALS 

u 
cnVAL \'l!THOUT) 

.~~ NOW DEPENDS 

INVOLVING CONC~SSIONS ON OUR PART. 

UPON THE ATTITUDE OF THE 

NORTH VIETNAMESE, WHICH WILL BE 
-- - - - -- ---------~-~~--~ 

l 

L 

,: II 
.. 
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TOP bECRET tJMBRA 
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<( 
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~ ~z~l30G3 3421503 
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ci:: F'Jil DIR NSA 
-1 TO WHITE lfJUSE CATTN l'R DAVID MCMANIS f'OR SERIES CHECJ<) 
u ZEM 

I U f ! £ 0 ft ! T tlff>HA B!LTA 861ffR8Ll:::E!B ITl!M 
EXCLUSIVE FOR DELTA CONTROL OFFICER 

0 WARNING& THE COMINT CONTAINED HEREIN IS UNUSUALLY SENSITIVE. 
~ IF A USIB MEMBER COR HIS SPECIALLY DESIGNATED DEPUTY> APPROVES 
LL. THE USE OF THIS COMPARTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SECRET CODEWORD 

· - PUBLICATION, THE PRECISE CO['llNT SOURCE OR TARGET <WHICHEVER 
~ JS SENSITIVE> SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSSIBLE 
< AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL• 
-1 IN ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
u ~CURITY CONTROLS. 

TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
WRMAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 

o lXlLL-VND. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 
w EXISTING DELTA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
i: mANSMlTTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 

VIETNAMESE CSOUTH> FRENCH 
XXMMENP f/JlFOO 7234 2 
3/00/DOLL-VND/I' -72 

0 

I.LI 9\IGON INSTRUCTS PARIS NEGOTIATORS TO AVOID ANY IMPLICATION THAT 
L;: SUGON SUGGESTS U.S. SIGN SEPARATE AGREEMENT WITH NORTH VIETNAM 

U) xxcc. 
-~FR SAIGONI PRESIDENT'S OFFICE; 

-1 · CCPRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT)) HOANG DUC NHA 1 DEC 72 18f/JS 
·. u TO PARISI ((SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

DELEGATION)); AMBASSADOR PHAM 

.. 
"' "' ~ 
~ 

:!: 
v 

0 

"' z 

~ 
~ 
z 

§ 
w 
> g 
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a: 
0 
3: ·, . 
Q ·:.· 
l.JJ: . 

iJ: ·. 
\<\ 

"' . DANG IMMEDIATE 2894/PTT/BT/TM 
L~ .. 

n TOP SECRET. 
REFERENCE YOUR CABLE NR. 4 7. 
WE WISH TO DRAW YOUR ATTENTION TO CCl WD G)) FOLLOWING POINTS& 
1. ACCORDING TO YOUR REPORT, THE U.S. IS THINKING OF RE· 

SlLVlNG THE QUEST ION Of' THE NVA C CNORTH VIETNAMESE AR MY)). BY TWO =l=i:=•-1:... 
R>Rl'IUl.AS I Ell HER TO REQUEST A SINGLE MODI FI CATION TO ARTICLE 13 ~'CJ 
'fS'/ CHANGING "VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES" TO "SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
tfiMED FORCES," OR BY COMBINING THIS FORMULA WITH THE ADDITION TO 
#lTlCLE 3 CCOJi)) "WITHDRAWAL OF ALL NON-SOUTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS." 
'IOU ARE TO EMPHASIZE THAT THE POSITION OF THE GVN CCGOVERNMENT OF 
IDUTH VIETNAM)) ON THE QUESTION OF THE NVA IS THAT THIS QUESTION 

o S<OULD BE RESOLVED BY BOTH OF THESE FORMULAS, AND NOT BY ONE OF 
~THE TWO. ARTlCLE 3 WITH THE ADDITION WOULD BE AIMED AT THE 
LL. N:>RTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS.! AND ARTICLE 13, WITH THE PMJDIFICATIONS 
- INDICATED" IN THE 18 NOVt.l'IBER GVN ME('() WOULD SETTLE THE QUESTION 
~ OF GVN AND. NLF CCNATIONAL LIBERATION F"RONT» TROOPS, AND WOULD BE 
..i: AIMED AT THE ELEMENTS OF NORTH VIET NAM WHICH ARE INCORPORATED 

. -1 INTO THE NLF UNITS. 
u 2. ACCORDING TO YOUR REPORT, KISSINGER, IN SAYING "WE 

WILL HAVE TO WORK IN A DIFFERENT FRAMEWORK, "CB VAL WANTS TO 
IMPLY THE IDEA THATT THE GVN HAS SUGGESTED THAT THE U.S. MAKE 
A SEPARATE AGREEMENT. ACCORDING TO PRESIDENT CCTHIEu•s)) IN-

C ~RUCTIONS, IF' KISSINGER EVER RAISES THE SAME QUESTION, DO NOT 
w GIVE HIM A YES OR NO RESPONSE. THE OBJECT IS TO AVOID HIS 
~ CCKISSINGER)) CORNERING US INTO BEING THE FIRST TO SUGGEST A 
- ~REElllENT • ON THE CONTRARY, YOU ARE TO ASK HIM THE REASON FOR 
I/) THE QUESTION, AS WELL AS THE IDEA THAT HE IS FORMULATING ON 
.·~ THIS>PROBl.EM. THEN CABLE ME AND PRESIDENT caHIEU)) WILL GIVE 
-1 '\OU THE NECESSARY INSTRUCTIONS. ABOVE ALL, AVOID GIVING 
u KISSINGER A PRETEXT f'OR CORNERING US AND TELL HIM THAT YOU RE­

QJIRE INSTRUCTIONS C <FROM)) PRESIDENT CCT HIEU)). 
Tl 7 DEC 72 1127Z 
XXHH 
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THE USE OF THIS COMPARTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SE~ET CODEWORD 
PUBLICATION, THE PRECISE COMINT SOURCE OR TARGET <WHICHEVER 
IS SENSITIVE> SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSSIBLE 

~ AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 
,_,j IN ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
-'- ~CURITY CONTROLS. 

:!) 
:n TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A sour H VIETNAMESE DI PLO MAT IC MESSAGE. 
~ NlRMAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 
3 DOLL-VND. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 
:,; EXIST ING DELTA RESTRICT IONS ARE REQUIRED• THIS MESSAGE WAS 

1RANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY• 

tJ 

VIETNAMESE CSOUT H) 
-~ XXMMENP 0IF00723.\2 
:.. 3/00 AlOLL-VND IT -72 
~ AVS,KUS/FORP,OPINIB • 
..) 

9JN DELEGATION, PARIS, ASKS SAIGON FOR CONFIRMATION OF AND 
INSfRUCT IONS FOR COMMENT ON ALLEGED INTERVIEW WITH SVN FOREIGN 
MINSTER 

'
1 xxcc 

L FR PARIS: DELEGATION; C<Al"'BASSADOR>> 
PHAM DANG LAM 7 DEC 72 1830Z 

ll TO SAIGON: OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
~ SPECIAL ASSISTANT HOANG DUC NHA FLASH 526/PDVN/MAE/94 

J SECRET• 
THE NEW YORK TIMES CORRESPONDENT IN PAR IS INFORMS US THAT 

TOMORROW THIS NEWSPAPER WILL PUBLISH AN INTERVIEW WITH THE 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS TRAN VAN LAM. IN THIS INTERVIEW 

.::i THE FOREIGN MINISTER STATES THAT THE GVN ((GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH 
• 1 VIETNAM>> IS READY TO FREE CIVIL PRISONRS TO AID THE u.s. IN 
, RECOVERING ITS PRISONERS OF WAR. IN THE SAME INTERVIEW THE 
~ FOREIGN MINISTER ALSO STATED THAT THE GVN WOULD AGREE TO 
.i, SIGN THE CEASE•FIRE CCAGREEMENT>>. PLEASE CONFIRM THIS INTER­
~ VIEW AND PROVIDE US WITH COMPLETE INSTRUCT IONS FOR COMMENTS TO 
-; THE PRESS. PUBL ICAT 10 N OF THIS INTERVIEW WILL SURELY PROVOKE 
J REACTIONS ON THE PART OF THE u.s., WHICH INSISTED THAT OUR 

GOVERNMENT ABSTAIN FROM ANY OFFICIAL STATEMENTS WHILE THE 
JRIVATE TALKS ARE GOING ON, PARTICULARLY STATEMENTS PUBLICLY 
EXPOSING A DIVERGENCE CCOF OPINION>> BETWEEN SAIGON AND 
W~IHlNGTON. 
Tll1 \7 DEC 72 1825Z =: 
#3191 ' 
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ZEM 
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00 
<:(TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A VND/T MESSAGE. PLEASE ADVISE IF' MiY 
....! 
u 

LIMITATIONS Of1J DISTRIBUTIOrJ ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 

O TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 
w -
~ VIETNAMESE (SOUTH) FRENCH 

. lD> 

:S 3/00/DOLL-VND/T-72 
u 

AMBASSADOR LAM ANSWERS SAIGON CONCERN REGARDING KISSINGER• 

C REMARKS ABOUT A SEPARATE U. -NVN AGREEMENT 
w 

PARIS: VIETNAMESE DELEGATION; AMBASSADOR PHAM DANG LAM 

7 DEC 72 2300 

T~ SAIGON: OFF' ICE OF THE 

LJ FLASH 49/PDWJ/TM 

-=TOP SECRET 

PRE SIDE NT; ~lR. HOANG D UC NHA 
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REFERENCE YOUR TELEGRAM NO 2894/PTT DATED 7 DECEMBER~ IN RESPONSE 

Q, 
.~ T.O YO.UR T\i.10 QUEST IONS: 
LL -m 
~ l• XISSHJGER UNDERSTMJDS FULLY THAT WE DESIRE THE ADDITION OF' BOTH 

...JI 

U PHRASES AT THE SA[YJE TIME. SINCE NVNCCNORTH VIETNAM)) HAS DEFINITELY 

REJECTED THE FORMULA <WITHDRAWAL OF' ALL NON-EOLITH VIETNAMESE 

0 w 
~ FORCES," WE CANNOT HOPE THAT THEY WILL AGREE TO CHANGE ARTICLE 
= 
WI 
~ 13, AS WE ARE ASKING~ MOREOVER, KISSINGER TOLD US THAT IT IS 
...JI 

·U 
NOW ABSOLUTELY IMPOSSIBLE TO GET THE NVN TO AGREE TO ANY ALLUSION 

OF' THE PRE SEN CE OF' NORTH VIET NAME SE TROOPS EVEN BY RE FERR ING TO 
0 
w 
ii: THEM IN A VAGUE FORMULA OR INDIRECTLY. 
m 
00 J 2~ TODAY KISSINGER WILL NOT RETURt~ TO THIS QUESTION~ YESTERDAY 

u 
HE BROUGHT UP PRESIDENTCCTHIEU)l'E LETTER ONLY INCIDENTALLY AND 

Q HE DID NOT APPEAR TO BE SEEKING A PRETEXT FOR JUST IF'YING A 

w 
= 

~POSSIBLE SEPARATE AGREEMENT CC3ETWEEN THE U.E. AND NVN))~ 
00 
00 
~THE REASONS WHICH WOULD OBLIGE THE U.E. TO ENVISION SUCH A 
u 

SEPARATE AGREEMENT HAVE ALREADY aEEN CLEARLY ELUCIDATED BY 

0 KISSINGER: THEY p,RE THE U •• POLITICAL REALITIES IN THE EVENT 
w 
= 
ll.!... 
ffi THAT IT WOULD BE Ir~POSSISLE TO ARR IVE AT A C0f.1MON ACCORD. HE 
00 
< ..;d ALSO EXPOUNDED IN DETAIL UPON THE CONSEr.lUENCES OF' A SEPARATE 

A~EEMENT. ONE POINT IS CERTAIN: U •• MILITARY AID WILL BE 

B~UGHT TO AN END~ IN OTHER WORDS, WE CANNOT HOPE TO CARRY ON 

. THE WAR AL.ONE AND .ST.ILL. BE NE.F' IT _,FR OM _U~. ~ ~ID~ F'URTHER MORE,_ THE 
. '·· 

U •• WOULD NOT HAVE ANY LEGAL BASIS FOR HITERVENT ION IN THE EVE[iJT 

0 
~ OF' A 
~ 
= 
® 
®TI 
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n 
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.J 
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LAM · .. 70EC72 2:500 .. 

:e TO:'. SAIGON.~:· PRES I DENT ·.s 
ii: -U> OUC NHA 
U> . . <C 

d TOP SECRET 

OFFICE; ((PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT>> HOANG 

, 48/PDVN/TM 

WE jJST SPENT AN HOUR CCYVITH DR. HENRY A. KISSINGER)) FROM 20;0 TO 

·.: ·. ~ 21::50 HOURS• ACCORD I NG TO KI SS INGER, HIS MEET I NG. TODAY WI TH LE .. DUC 
": ·:.: .. ii: -. (I) • 

U> THO, WHICH LASTED FROM 1500 TO 1900 HOURS, DID NOT REGISTER ANY 
. - <C 

:··: ·.::::;_._.::: _J 
·:_· .. U PROGRESS. 

YC:STERDAY NORTH v IEH~AM HAD GONE 8AC:< ON ALL THC:: co;,JCESS 10:-JS ·:·'.'HCC;-l 

.Q 

•' .. .. ~ .. 

W THEY HAD PREVISOUSLY ~ADE A~D CE~ANDEO UPHOLDIN~ THE UNAaRIOGEO TEXT 
LL 
(/) 

·. (/) OF THC: Jp,AFT AGREE1v:E:,:T OF 0 OCTOBER, Oii ::LSE '.'!I TH SJ:·.E CdMJGES BUT 
<( 
_J ' 

U ((ONLY>> ON THE CONDITION THAT ARTICLE 8C 3E OMITTED AND THAT THE 

u. s. AGREE ·ro I f\JCLUDE THE CLAUSE ( (a;··~ THE)) :: I THDnA~'iAL OF FORE I Gi·J 
·.·· ·o 

w 
:':~CIVILIAN PERSONNEL IN ARTICLE 3. KISSINGER ~EJECT£G 60TH ALT~RNATIV~S. 
. ti) 

·'-~TODAY LEDUC THO MODIFIED HIS POSITION SLIGHTLY; HE IS NO LONGER GOING 
... · .. ;·:' ..J 

.... · ... U 
.. ·.:· . .-,. BACK ON ALL THE CONCESSIONS, BUT INSISTS ON THE FOLLO;VING POINTS: 

A~TICLE 1 MUST BE RESTORED IN ITS FORMER WORDING (DURING PRE-Q . 
. . . : IJ.I 

. ···: ~ IJUS MEETINGS, BETWEEN 20 AND 27 NOVEMBER CC1 WO G>>, LE DUC THO HAD 
. . . . (/) 

(/) 

.· 5 A~REED TO A NEW ARGICLE 1 WORDED AS FOLLOWS:"ALL COUNTRIES SHALL RE­
.-· u 

-ncT ETC .• ") 

~IN
1

CHAPTER SEVEN, ON CAMBODIA ~D LAOS, LE DUC THO ASKE~ TO HAV~ 
OMITTED THE WORDS"THEIR 03LIGIATIONS.UNDER, ETC.," IN THE NEW ARTICLE 
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Doc ID: 6549596    Doc Ref ID: A504075I 20, WHICH WOULD READ "THE PARTIES PARTICIPATING IN THE PARIS CON-

'~ FERENCE _ON VIETNAM SHALL STRICTLY RESPECT THE 1954 GENEVA AGREEMENTS 
:LL 

Im ON CAKBODIA AND THE ,962 GENEVA AGREEMENTS ON LOAS, ETC.· 

<( 

Id). ARTICLE ,5, ON THE Olv~Z((DEMILITARIZED ZONE)). LEDUC THO ASKED 

TO ADD AFTER "SOUTH AND NORTH VIETNAM SHALL RESPECT THE DMZ ON EITHER 

~SIDE OF THE PROVISIONAL MILITARY DEMARCATION LINE" A PHRASE DRAWN UP 
IJ.. -
~THUSLY: "NORTH VIETNAM AND SOUTH VIETNAM SHALL DISCUSS THE STATUS 
ct: 
_J 

U OF THE DMZ." KISSINGER IMMEDIATELY REJOCTED THIS AMENDMENT. 

REGARDlf°'JG OUR (C VAL 01~1r~) iviODIFICATIONS, LEDUC THO: 1. REFUSED TO 

0 
W CHANG::: T:-1::: TE2'i:;''AD1.\li'~STRATIVE STRUCTUP,E; "2. RC:JC::CTED THE PP,OPOSAL 
LL 
(/) 
(f) ((1 ~·m G))((PROVICli~G THAT)) 9e: DAYS SE ALLO·:;E!J FOR OEiv'.OSILIZATION; 
<( 
_J 

U 3. OPPJS'.::D AL.~:·jLJl:'JG ARTICLE 15 CC~'·~ITH TH)) ?:-JRASC: "RESPECT EACl-i 

OTHER'S T~RRITORY" AND ~OULD NOT AGREE TO TH~ VARIATION PROPOSED BY 
0 
:.u 
~ ~ISSl~GER, "~OT USE FOR:E AGAINST EACH OTHER;"CCAN0)) 4. REFUSEJ TO 
(/) 

~OMIT MENTION OF TH~ PRGCCPROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVER­
.J 
u 

NMENT)) IN THE PRO AMBLE. 

LEDUC THO TOLD KISSINGER THAT IF WE GIVE HIM SATIFACTION ON ALL OF 
0 
!.1J 
~THESE POINTS, HE WOULD FOREGO DEMANDING OMISSION OF ARTICLE 8 C. 
/) 
J) 

~-KISSINGER INFORMED US THAT A RESTRICTED SESSION IS PLJNNED FOR TOM-
~ 

OnOW AT 1500 HOURS BETWEEN KISSINGER, ((GENERAL ALEXANDER 

c~ND DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FAR EAST AND 

M.))HJIG 

PACIFIC 

-AFFAIRS WILLIAM H.)) SULLIVAN ON ONE SIDE AND LEDUC THO, XUAN THUY 
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l AND CCVICE FOREIGN MINISTER )) NGUYEN CO THACH ON THE OTHER. 

1~TO OUR Ql£STION ((AS TO)) WHICH TACTIC HE WILL ADOPT TOMORROW, KISSl­

ilL 
J-1m NGER REPLIED THAT HE WILL MAKE NO NEW PROPOSJLS. IF LE DUC THO DOES 

!< , ..J 
:U NOT TRY TO TEST THE POINTS ON ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE, THE DMZ, AND 

DEMOBILIZATION, KISSINGER 'l'llLL ASK FOR AN ADJOURWENT AND WILL RETURN 

~TO WASHINGTON FOR CONSULTATIONS. 
LL 
(/) 

~~·.· .- (/) AFTER TH IS EXPOSE', KI SS I ;-.JGER ASKE 0 US l/'/HA T WE THOUGHT OF A PURE 
. - <( 

.J 
U AND SIMPLE SUPPRESSION OF THE TERM "ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE"" ~E 

ANS~EREO THAT THE FUNCTIONS OF THE CNRCCCCOUNCIL FOR NATIONAL RECON-

0 
W CILIATION AND CONCORD)) ~UST BE EXPRESSLY Ll~ITED TO THE ORGANIZATION 
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<( 
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WE REMINDED KISSINGER THAf w~ SrILL CONSIDER AS VITAL THE PROBLE~S 
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OF WITHDRAWAL OF NORTH VIETNAMESE IROOPS AND !HE S1A1US OF 1HE C~RC 

0 
w FOR REASONS BROUGHT. our AT GREAT LENGl H BY SPECIAL ((PRESIDENT !AL)) 
LL 
ti) 

~ ASS! sr ANT NGUYEN PHU D UC DUR ING THE or 11ER 1•1EE'f I1vGS Iiv WASHING JON • 

...J 

U KISSINGER REPEATED VIGOROUSLY WHAI HE HAD ALREADY IULO US ~ANY TIMES: 

~THERE ARE UNLY TWu BASIC QUESTIUNS. HUW CA~ ihE U •• BESf DEFEND 
- - 0 

-_ w 
_-,·:LL You: BY CONTINUING THE PRESENT WAR OR WITH "!HE OC1uBER DRAF1 AGREE1•1ENr 

(J) 

-_~WITH S01•1E CHANGES? IF THE PRESEN1 WAR COt1Jl!NUES, IT WILL BE WITHOUT 
- - :·- .: _J 

-U 
- US," HE SAID, "FOR Itii A FEW 1•10NTriS !nE u •• CUNGRESS WILL FORCE US 

0 
w 

TO ~ITHDRAW." ON THE UfHER HAN9 ~IIH AN AGREZ~E~1 !ME U •• WILL 3~ L~-

LL GALLY UBLIGA1~D iu DEFEt'ID SUU1!i VIETr!?i.r;'; AND lU PRESERVE PEACE HJ LJ­
(f) 
(j) 
<( DOCHINA. 
...J 
u 

HE EVOKED !HE CASS OF SOU!H KO~ZA. SUPPOSING NU~lH KUREA SENDS 

0 TROOPS AGAHJST SOUTH l<OREA, u •• P113LIC OPiriIUllJ IJUIILD APPROVE u.E. 
·W 

~INTERVENTION AND WOULD SUPPORT SUCH AN ACTION; BECAUSE, INSOFAR AS 
c.n 

' .. -~THE u.s~ IS BOUND BY Al~ AGREE1'1Erfl, THE J-iONOR uF lHE A.E. WOULD BE -. ·: .-_ _. u 
AT STAKE~ 

. 0 ~qSSINGER ASSURED US T rtAI 11E IS i~Oi ivAIVE Ei'JOUGH !U BELIEVE IN w 
LL 
(J) TH!!: GOOD FAITH OF NORTH VIETNAM UR THAT THE POLITBURO IN HONOI HAS 
(J) 
<( 

d ABANDONED THE REALIZATION OF uBJECTIVES SET DUWN IN THE WILL OF HO 

C~ MINH~ 
LUIES IN 

YET ONE i•iUST TAKE INTO ACCOUt'iT UNRELENTING POLIT !CAL REA-

THE U •• THE SITUATION WHICH WE SHALL HAVE to FACE UP 

TO IS THAT, FOE _sTR lCILY BUDGETARY _REASONS, THE AIR FORCE BA5-ED IN __ _ 
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THAILAND WILL BE REDUCED BY FIFTY PERCENT AND NVAL FORCES IN VIET-

0 
~ NAMESE TERRITORAL WATERS WILL UNDERGO A TWO-THIRDS REDUCTION. 
1J.. -. (/) 

~<<THIS IS)) WITHOUf COUNTING THAT BY NEXT MARCH THE POLITICAL SITUATION 
...J 
u 

WILL 3E !~POSSIBLE. SUCH A SITUATION WILL CERIAINLY NOT ESCAPE THE 

ATTENTION OF THE POLITBURO IN HANOI. WHAT KIND OF AGREE~ENT CAN WE 
Cl 
w 
1J.. HOPE TO OBTAIN THEN? 
(/) 

~WE REPLIED THAT WE ARE PERFECTLY CONSCI0US 0F U.E. PULI1ICAL REALI­
.J 
u 

TIES 3UT THAT, IN AS1\';UCH AS THE DR AFT AGREEtviENT TU UCHE S UN PR08LEl'1S 

VITAL TO SOUTH VIETNA~, WE ARE COUNTING ON THE U.S. GOVERNMENT TO 
0 
w 
~VIGOROUSLY JEF[ND OUR LOGICAL AND REASU~A3LE ?UINT OF VIEW. 
(/) 
(/) 

~ }(ISSI:rn:s::R CONTINUES TO BELIEVE THAi CJU2 GOVE~~.1 FJE1\ll rs ADOPTING A 

u 
STRAT5:GY CONSISTHJG OF LETTING THE U •• ACT ALOt,JE WITHOUT MJ'.l.!{ING AN 

0 ACT IVE: C8NTR IBUT I0f'J. 
w 

~ W~ REPLIZD THAT OUR POSITON IS W~LL KNOWN TU DR. KISSINGER AND 1HAT 
(/) 
<( 
.J OUR GOVERNMENT IS RELYING ON HIM TO DEFEND IT BEFORE THE COMMUNISTS~ 
u 

RETURN!r~G TO THE ATTITUDE OF OUR GOVERNl"JENT, l(ISSINGER DEPLORED 

THE FACT THAT· PRESIDENT NIX.ON HAS RECEIVED NO REACTION FROM ((OUR)) 
Cl . . . 
!!:! GOVERNMENT SINCE THE RETURN TO SAIGON uF SPECIAL ASSISTANT NGUYEN 
1J.. -(/) 
(/)PHU DUC~ THE INVITATION BY PRESIDENT NIXUN Tu 111EEI WBH PRESIDEN 
~ . 

U c<THIEU)) HAS NOT EVEN BEEN ACKNOWLEDGED. 

W~ANSWERED THAT WAS NOT A ~AJIER OF DELIBERATE AH II UDE UN OUR PART, 

KISSINGER REPROACHED us 1110REovER FOR ASKING HIM TO ALWAYS INSIST 
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ON THE SA!~E POINTS WITH THE SAME ARGUr1E:NTS; HE IS NO'f IN A POSITION TO 

O DICTATE.CONDITIONS TO NORtH VIETNA~ HE CONCLUDED BY HOPING THAT SAIGON 
w . 
- i~ 

LL UNDERSTANDS THE NECESSITY OF A CLOSE AND TRUSTING CUUPERATION BET~EEN 
(/) 
(J) 

~THE u~s. GOVERNMENT AND THE GOVERNMENT OF (( UUTH)) VIETNAM, WHICH 
u 

ALONE CAN SAVE SOUTH VIETNAM. 
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WARNINGI THE COMINT CONTAINED HEREIN IS UNUSUALLY SENSITIVE. 
IF A USIB ME113ER COR HIS SPECIALLY DESIGNATED DEPUTY> APPROVES 
THE USE OF THIS COMPARTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SECRET CODEWORD 
RJBLICATION, THE PRECISE COMINT SOURCE OR TARGET C\tlHICHEVER 
IS SEN SIT I VE) SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSS IBLE 
AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 
IN ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
~CUR ITY CONTROLS. 

TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
MJRMAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 
DOLL-VND. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 
EXISTING DELTA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 

VIET NAME.SE CSOUT H> 
XXMME NP 01FOO7234 3 
3/00/DOLL•VND IT •72 
AVS,AVN,KUS/FORP A3 ,D. 

SAIGON ISSUES INSTRUCTIONS TO PARIS DELEGATION; INDICATES WILLINGNESS 
TO FREE POLITICAL PRISONERS 

xxcc 
FR SAIGONI <<PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT)) 

HOANG DUC NHA 8DEC 72 2110 
TO PARIS I DELEGATION J AMBASSADOR 

PHAM DANG LAM -- 2908/PTT /BT /TM 

l1 TOP SECRET 1 ! PURSUANT TO YOUR CABLE NR • 49. 
l HA VE THE HONOR TO INFORM YOU OF THE FOLLOW ING. 
1. IN ARTICLE 1, WE DO NOT AGREE WITH THE RESTORATION OF' 

THE FORMER WORD ING• WE HOLD THE FOLLOW ING WORD ING "ALL COUNTRIES 
SHA LL RES PE CT , ET C, " 
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2. CONCERNING CHAPTER 7, WE AGREE TO DELETE THE WORDS 
'THEIR OBLIGATIONS UNDER, ETC." AND REPLACE THEM WITH THE PmASE 
AS SUGGESTED. THIS CHANGE RENDERS THE ARTICLE LESS PRECISE BUT 
WE FEEL THAT WE CAN ACCEPT IT TO SHOW OUR GOOD WILL. 

3. ON ARTICLE 15 ON THE DMZ ((DEMILITARIZED ZONE», WE MAIN-
TAIN OUR POSIT ION AS INDICATED IN THE 18 NOVEMBER MEMO AND AS 

--- aABORATED BY SPECIAL ASSISTANT <<NGUYEN PHU)) DUCAT THE MEETING 
.. IN WASHNGTON • IN PARTICULAR, THE WORD "PERMANENT" MUST BE 
1

,· ~STORED BEFORE "POL IT lCAL OR TERRITORIAL BOUNDARY" AND REFERENCE 
·, M.JST BE MADE TO ARTICLE 24 OF THE GENEVA AGREEMENT AFTER THE WORDS 
~ESPECT EACH OTHERCC'S)) TERRITORY". 

4. IF NECESSARY, WE CAN ELIMINATE FROM THE TEXT THE WORDS #-70 
"ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE". HOWEVER, THE NATURE AND PREROGATIVES 
OF THE CNRC CCNATIONAL COUNCIL OF RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD>> 
MJST BE DEFINED AS INDICATED IN OUR 18 NOVEMBER ME£ttl • 

5. WE MAINTAIN THE POSITION THAT THE PRG <<PROVISIONAL 
. REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT>> MUST NOT FIGURE ANYWHERE IN THE AGREEMENT; 

tEIT HER IS THE PREAMBLE NOR THE SIGNATURES. WE REMIND YOU THAT 
THIS IS ANOTHER VITAL POINT,, CB VAL THAT IS>, WE WILL NEVER ACCEPT 
lWO GOVERNMENTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM. IF THERE IS AGREEMENT ON THE 
TEXT, SIGNATURE COULD BE BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AND THE DRV 
((DEMOCRAT IC REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM>> ONLY, IN THE NAME OF THE "PARTIES 

TO THE PARIS CONFERENCE". THE GVN <<GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM>> 
AND THE NLF' <<NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT)) WILL MAKE SIMULTANEOUS 
llHLATERAL STATEMENTS OF ADHERENCE TO THE ACCORD. THIS <<WOULD BE 
DONE>> TO AVOID THE PRG SIGNING AS CCA>> GOVERNMENT IN THE TEXI' Or THE 
roREEMENT • IN THE SAME MANNER, WE WILL NOT ACCEPT THE PARTICIPATION 
OF THE PRG IN THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE WHICH WOULD FOLLOW THE 
SIGNING OF THE AGREEMENT. 

6. WE ALSO REJECT THE PROPOSAL TO SET A 90•DAY DELAY FOR 
DEMOBILIZATION, RECALL THAT THE QUESTION OF DEMOBILIZATION WAS 
!YrtDE EXPLICIT IN MY TELEGRAM NR. 2749 DATED 23 NOVEf'EER AND IN 
ffiESIDENT <<THIEU'S)) LETTER TO CCPRESIDENT)) NIXON. TO WITZ IN A 
FIRST PHASE WHEN ALL ALLIED TROOPS WILL WITHDRAW IN 60 DAYS, ALL 
tnRTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ALSO WILL WITHDRAW COMPLETELY DURING THE 
S\ME PERIOD. THEN, WE WILL DEPXJBILIZE OUR CCTROOP» STRENGTH BY A 
MJMBER EQUAL TO THE TOTAL NUMBER OF NVN TROOPS WITHDRAWN. IN A 
~COND PHASE WHEN THE TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES WILL DISCUSS 

''
1 INTERNAL POLITICAL QUESTIONS, WE WILL DEMOBILIZE PARALLEL TO AND 

IN CC VAL PARTIAL ACCORDANCE WITH> THOSE NLF UNITS THAT CAME FROM 
-- THE SOUTH. IN THIS CONTEXT OF DOUBLE DEMOBILIZATION, WE HAVE NO 

·n CJ3JECTION TO FREEING ALL SO-CALLED POLITICAL. PRISONERS. THUS, 
~J.: 

" /fiTlCLE SC COULD BE ABANDONED IN EXCHANGE FOR THE POINTS <<MENTIONED>> 
~OVE THAT WE CONSIDER INDISPENSABLE. PLEASE EMPHASIZE TO 
<CDR. HENRY A.>> KISSINGER THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR CONCESSION AND 
THAT THIS CONSTITUTES, AMONG OTHER THINGS, OUR ACTIVE CONTRIBUTION 
AND A GREAT SACR If'ICE. 

7. ON THE POINT RAISED BY KISSINGER, NAMELY, THAT WE HAVE NOT 
'a'ET REPLIED TO THE INVITATION FROM NIXON TO PRESIDENT <<THIEU>>, 
fl.EASE TELL HIM THAT THIS INV IT AT ION IS CONDIT ION AL TO PR ES !DENT 
CCTHIEU))'S AGREEING TO SIGN THE ACCORD. DISCUSSIONS ON THE ACCORD 
IRE NOW IN PROGRESS, CONSEQUENTLY, PRESIDE NT C CT HIEU)) CANNOT YET 

· REPLY T 0 THE I NV 1 TAT ION • 
Tl 8 DEC 72 14 04Z 
XXHH 
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I xxcc 
0 
~FR PARIS: SOUTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATION; ((AMBASSADOR)) PHAM DANG 

, -
• (f) 

~LAM 9 DEC 72 0200 
_J 

u 
TO SAIGON: PRESIDENT•E OFFICE; PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT HOANG 

DUC NHA Fl.ASH 50/PDVNTM 
0 
w 
LL TOP SECRET~ 
(f) 
(j) 
<! THE RESTRICTED SESSION C CBETWEEN DR. HENRY A.)) KISSINGER AND 
_J 

u 
LE D UC THO TODAY LASTED F'ROM 15 00 HO URS TO 19 00 HOURS~ LI KE LAST 

~NIGHT, ((OUR)) DISCUSSION WITH HIM BEGAN AT 2030 HOURS AND ENDED AT 
-
_..!_.! 

'...!.. 2t45 HOURS~ WE LET HIM KNOW THAT WE HAD JUST RECEIVED AN IMPORTANT 
·.J 
.J 
~MESSAGE FROM SAIGON BUT THAT WE PREFERRED TO LISTEN FIRST TO HIS 

ACCOUNT ((OF THE SESSION WITH THO))~ KISSINGER THEN GAVE US A BRIEF 

C EXPOSE ON WHAT HAPPENED: 
..LI 
l.l.. 

LE DUC THO INSISTED ONCE AGAIN ON THE ADOPTION OF THE TEST OF -·.n 
•fl 
< 
-1 THE DRAFT AGREEMENT AS DETERMINED ON 8 OCTOBER~ HE REITERATED HIS 
u 

DEMAND FOR THE OMISSION Or ARTICLE 8~C., THE WITHDRAWAL OF FOREIGN 

0CIVILIAN PERSONNEL, AND THE DISCUSSION ON A NEW STATUS FOR THE DMZ w 
LL 
(J) < CDEMIL !TAR !ZED ZONE)). ALL OF THESE DEMANDS WERE REJECTED BY 
(/) 

<! 
dKISSINGER~ LEDUC THO OPPOSED ONCE AGAIN, MOREOVER, THE AMENDMENT 

(1 
"rSPECT EACH OTHER'S TERRITORY," AS ilELl 

AilHE VARIATION "SHALL NOT USE FORCE AGAINST EACH OTHER;• THE 

ONLY CONCESSION WHICH THO WOULD BE READY TO MAKE IS TO OMIT THE 

.. 

-
~ -=· 

. -
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-

-
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I WORDS '"ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE'" IN THE EVENT THE U~E~ AGREES TO THE 

0 
~MENTION Or THE PRG ((PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT)) IN THE 

(/) 

, ~ PREAMBLE~ IN THIS ALSO, THO WOULD NOT SEE ANY DISADVANTAGE AS TO 
...J 
u 

WHETHER IT BE SPECIFIED IN THE FORM Or A FOOTNOTE THAT THE PREAMBLE 

DOES NOT IMPLY RECOGNITION OF THE ORGANIZATIONS WHICH ARE MENTIONED 
0 
w 
lL THEREIN~ 
(J) 

~ KISSINGER AND THO AGREED ON ANOTHER SESSION TOMORROW AFTERNOON AT 
_J 

u 

0 
w 

1500 HOURS~ 

WE ASKED KISSINGER TO STATE PRECISELY HIS THOUGHTS ON THE SUBJECT 

Li.. OF THE 90 DAYS TO BE ALLOWED WITH REGARD TO DEMOBLIZATION, WHICH HE 
'.f) 
:.n J PROPOSED YESTERDAY AND WHICH THO HAD REJECTED~ KISSINGER CONFIRMS 

u 
THAT THIS 90-DAY DELAY WAS INDEED PROPOSED BY HIM~ HIS INTENTION 

0 IS TO TIE THEREBY THE DEMOBILIZATION TO THE SETTLEMENT OF THE 

~POLITICAL ISSUES CC FOR WHICH)) THE SAME DELAY HAS IN EFFECT BEEN 
(f) . 

. j FORESEEN IN ART ICl..E 12 ~A. C NEW)~ HOWEVER, NOW THAT SAIGON AND HANO I 
u 

ARE REJECTING THIS DELAY, THE QUEST ION NO LONGER PRESENTS ITSELF'~ 

0 WHEN ASKED ABOUT LE DUC THO' ATTITUDE DUR ING TODAY'E SESSION, w 
lL 
(J) KISSINGER ANSWERED THAT ALTHOUGH THO DISPLAYED COMPLETE INTRANSIGEANCE 
U) 
<{ 

joN THE QUESTION OF THE WITHDRAWAL OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS '"HE 

cM INUES TO REJECT CATEGORICALLY THE FORMULA 'NON-EOUTH VIETNA~ESE 
rLlPs· AS WELL AS CCANY)) MENTION OF 'RETURN TO NATIVE PLACES'~'" 

KISSINGER THINKS_THAT___H[_ WILL BE ABLE TO OBTAIN FROM_IHO: 

: ::.. . 
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I 1~ DELETION OF' "'ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE; .. 

0 
w 
LL 

2~ RELINQUISHMENT Or THE DEMAND FOR DISCUSSION ON A NEW STATUS 

(/) 

~FOR THE DMZ; 
_J 

u 
3~ RENUNCIATION OF THE REQUEST FOR WITHDRAWAL OF FOREIGN 

CIVILIAN PERSONNEL; CCAND>> 
0 
w 
~ 4~ PERHAPS SOME CONCESSION ON THE QUESTION OF RECIPROCAL NON-
-·n 
:]) 
q:VIOLATION OF' TERRITORY. 

MAKING THE POINT OF THE NEGOTIATIONS, KISSINGER TOLD US: "IN THE 

_NEXT 48 HOURS, WE WILL REACH THE f'OINT OF EITHER BREAKING UP OR 

-
:.:: ACCEPT It~G WHAT WE COULD ACHIEVE AT THAT TIME~" 
., 

,, 

"-
--- RETURNING TO OUR VITAL PROBLEMS, HE INSISTED ON THE FACT THAT HE 

HAS SEIZED EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE THESE QUESTIONS AGAIN AND 

:J AGAIN~ NOTHING BUT THE QUEST ION OF' THE WITHDRAWAL OF' NORTH VIETNAMESE 

:.1.. 
:-::; TROOPS OCCUPIED F'OUR SESSIONS DURING THE PRESENT CCEERIES OF')) 
.), 

.J') _,,,. 
...... ' 

...J MEETINGS. HE PROMISED TO CONTINUE TO STRUGGLE WITH THIS SAME PROBLEMS. 
u 

YET HE PERSISTS IN TELLING US IN ALL SINCERITY AND IN CONFIDENCE 

OrHAT THERE rs HOPE OF OBTAINING SATISFACTION ONLY ON THE F'OLLOWING 
jJ 

.;) POINTS: 
·J) . 

:( 
..J 
. ' v 

J ~ CONCERNING MENTION OF THE PRG IN THE PREAMBLE, ADD A FOOTNOTE 

r"l 
s!EfIFYING THAT THIS MENTION DOES NOT SIGNIFY RECOGNITION or THE PRG. 

lJ 2~ ON ARTICLE 1, THE POSSIBILITY Or OBTAINING .SOMETHING IN 

EXCHANGE FOR A RETURN TO THE FORMER WORDING, CCAS)) DEMANDED BY 
---------------- - -

-

-

.1 :..~ 
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NORTH VIETNAM~ <KISSINGER.BELIEVES THAT CB VAL INASMUCH) AS THERE 

0 
~IS A REFERENCE TO THE GENEVA CB VAL ACCORDS> OF 1954, THE PHRASE HAS 

({) 

~NO MORE BASIS THAN C 1 \iDG)) CLAUSE OF' STYLE>~ 
_J 

u 
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ID 
c( 
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= 
IL!!.. 
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-~· 

®TO WHITE HOUSE (ATTN: MR. D. MCMANIS FOR SERIES CHECK) 
m 
c( 

d ZEM 

Ti 8 P B E 8 A E T ~!:18AA l!JELTA 98PJTRi!:LE9 I TEI:\ SECT I ON TWO OF THREE 

s TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A VND/T MESSAGE. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY 
= 
II!. 

m Ll~ITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
c( 
=8 
U TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 

ylET~A~ESE (SOUTH> FRENCH 

0 
~ XXMMENP02-0072344 
II.!!.. 
= m 
~ 5100/DDLL-VND/T -72 
.J 
U SOUTH VIETNAMESE REPORT KISSINGER BRIEFING AFTER EIGHT DECEMBER 

~BTING r~1TH rwRTH VIETNAMESE IN PARIS 
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5. RESTORATION OF THE WORDS "DESTROYED AND USED UP" REGARDING 

Q THE 
w 
~SY 
m 

REPLACEMENT OF WAR MATERIEL (ALREADY AGREED TO ~N PRINCIPLE 

NORTH VIETNAM). 

ID 
<( 
di 4. ON THE SUBJECT OF THE CNRC ((COUNCIL FOR NATIONAL 
u 

RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD>>, THE ONLY POSSIBLE CONCESSION ON 

C THE PART OF NORTH VIENTAM IS THE OMISSION OF THE WORDS ''ADMINISTRATIVE 
IW 

ffisTR.UCTURE," ASIDE FROM ABANDONING "MAHHEl\JAMCE OF THE CEASE-FIRE MJD 

00 
c( 
..J THE PRESERVATION OF PEACE" IN THE LIST OF FUNCTIONS OF THIS 
u 

c 
w 
~ 

ilJ!.. 

0 RG AN I Z AT I 0 N • 

5. ADOPTION OF THE EDITION OF THE NEW ARTICLE 15 ON THE DMZ AS 

ID WORDED IN THE MODIFIED DRAFT AGREEMENT, ((WHICH WAS)) THE SUBJECT 
m 
c( 

di OF OUR CABLE NO. 31/PDVN/TM DATED 23 NOVEMBER • . u 
6. IMPROVEMENT OF THE RELATIVE DISPOSITIONS OF CAMBODIA AND LAOS 

0 
W FROM THE STANDPOINT OF STRENGTHENING THE REQUIREMENT FOR NORTH 
= 
llJi.. 

~ VIETNAM TO 
c( 

RESPECT THE GENEVA ACCORDS OF 1954 AND 1962. 

..J 
u 

0 
w 
= 
·l!. .... 
. <n 

?. THE POSSIBILITY OF REDUCING THE DELAY BETWEEN THE CEASE-FIRE 

IN VIETNAM AND THE CEASE-FIRE IN LAOS AND CAMBODIA. 

WE THEN PRESENTED TO KISSINGER THE ;vlEMO ENUMERATING THE SEVEN POINTS 

'm CONTAINED IN YOUR MESSAGE WHILE STRESSING THE SCOPE OF THE 
c( 
..J 

U CONCESSION NHICH WE WILL BE READY TO MAKE CC VAL ON THE SUBJECT OF) 

BICLE 8.C. IF WE OBTAIN SATISFACTION ON ALL OF THE POINTS ~JHICH 
'l'!E HAVE RA I SEO. 

·1 v Sl 
N 

6 
"' ... 

~~-
.... 
"' 
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;clSSINGER READ THE MEMO CLOSELY, SAYING THAT HE WAS PLEASED TO SEE 

C THAT OUR GOVERNMENT WAS NOW DISPLAYING THE WILL TO COOPERATE WITH THE 

w 
= 

~U.S. GOVERNMENT EVEN THOUGH ON MANY POINTS OUR POSITION REMAINS 
m 
VflJ 

.j UNCHANGED. 
u 

KISSINGER THEN MADE POINT-BY-POINT COMMENTS: 

C ON THE DELETIOl\I OF "ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE, "KISSll·~GER 

IL!!.!I 
= 
I!!. ffi REPEATED THAT ALL THAT WE COULD HOPE IS THAT THIS TERM WILL NO 
m 
c( 
~LONGER BE INCLUDED IN ARTICLE CB VAL 12) A. CNEWl. u 

FOR THE REST, CONCERNING THE CNRC, ((HE REITERATED)) THE 

~ ltviPOSSIBILITY OF OBTAINING ANY CHANGE OTHER THAN REiviOVING THE 
= 
llJL. 
= m ccFOLLOWING)) FUNCTIONS FROM THIS ORGAISM: "MAINTENANCE OF THE 
VflJ 
c( 

d CEASE7FIRE AND PRESERVATION OF THE PEACE." 

ON ARTICLE 1, KISSINGER BELIEVES THAT, FOR THE REASONS BROUGHT 

·O 
W OUT ABOVE, WE WILL ULTIMATELY FIND A WAY TO AGREE TO THE 
~ 

.mFORMER WORDING, ON CONDITION THAT NORTH VIETNAM OFFER SO~.tlETHING IN 
'c( 
. ...J 
U RETURN. KISSINGER ((MADE KNOWN HIS)) PLAN TO PROPOSE, SHOULD THE 

/ 
OCCASION ARISE, ANOTHER FORMULA: "THE U.S.A. AND OTHER COUNTRIES 

iO 
,W ~VAL SHALL> RESPECT, ETC.," AND ASKED OUR OPINION. 
:[L 
·= m 
ID ON ARTICLE 15, KISSINGER REMINDED CCUSl) THAT THE WORD ?PERMANENT" 
c( 
. ..J 

.U ~ES NOT APPEAR IN PARAGRAPH 6 OF THE FINAL DECLARATION OF THE 

/G~EVE CONFERENCE OF 1954 AND THAT, CONSEQUENTLY, fiE CANNOT REQUEST 

REFERENCE TO THE GENEVA ACCORD OF 1954 WHILE AT THE SAME TIME DEMANDING 

..;~ _:-.·.- -- - ..:;;.:_] ____ _ 
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¥HAT THE WORD "PERMANENT" BE ADDED TO "POLITICAL OR TERRITORIAL 

C BOUNDARY." ACCORDING TO KISSINGER, REFERENCE TO THE 1954 GENEVA ACCORD 
w 
= 

~ Is MORE IMPORT ANT TO US THAN THE INSERT I ON OF THE i~WRO "PERMANENT." 
m m 
j KISSINGER PROMISED TO INSIST AGAIN ON "RESPECT EACH OTHER'S 
u 

TERRITORY," BUT HE THINKS IT USELESS TO RETURN TO THE QUESTION CCOF 

C THE>> REFERENCE TO ARTICLE 24, IN VIEWNOF THE INTRANSIGEANCE OF 
w 
= 
llA. ffi NORTH VIETNAM. MOREOVER, IN HIS OPINION, THE REFERENCE TO ARTICLE 
00 
.:( 
~ 24 IS EVEN DISADVANTAGEOUS FOR US, FOR IN TERMS OF THIS 'ARTICLE, THE 
u 

ARMED FORCES OF EACH PARTY WILL BE HELD TO RESPECT THE TERRITORY 

~PLACED UNDER THE MILITARY CONTROL OF THE OTHER PARTY. IN VIEW OF 
= 
IY!,, 

ffi THE PRESENT MILITARY SITUATION IN THE FIELD, THIS ARTICLE WILL 
00 
c( 
..J . U LIMIT OUR FREEDOM OF ACTION. 

AS FOR MENTION OF THE PRG, KISSINGER REMINDED US WHAT HE HAD 

~JUST TOLD US ABOUT THE CATEGORICAL REFUSAL BY NORTH VIETNAM TO THE 
= 
I!.!!.. 

~DELETION OF THIS MENTION FROM THE PREAMBLE. TO AVOID IMPLICATION OF 
c( 
_JJ 

UTHE RECOGNITION OF THE PRG, THE ONLY SOLUTION IS THE FOOTNOTE 

SUGGESTED ABOVE. cB VAL KISSINGER) ADDED THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO 

0 
W EXCLUDE THE PRG FROM THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR THE CC VAL 
[JI.. 
= 
CU> 
~ nvoFOLD) REASON THAT THE AGREEMENT w I LL BE CONCLUDED BETWEEN ALL 
..J 

U PA Tl~S AT THE ((PLENARY)) ~·:EETINGS IN PARIS AND THAT MOSCOW AND 

NEVER PARTICIPATE IN THE CONFERENCE IF THE PRG IS 

EXCLUDED. 

- ------- ....:. 

•• 
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CON CE RN I NG THE MODALITIES OF THE SIGNING, KISSINGER BELIEVES THAT 

!O THE FOR MULA PROPOSED BY SAIGON IS tv10RE ADVANTAGEOUS THAN A FOUR­

W 

~PARTY SIGNING. IN EFFECT, THE GOVERNMENT OF CCSOUTH>> VIETNAM 
m m 
j ~ILL ((DEMONSTRATE>> NO OBJECTION TO E 
U GNING ON THE SAME DOCUMENT 

AS THE PRG. ON THE OTHER HAND, IN THE DECLARATION Of ADHERENCE, WE 

0 
W WILL BE ABLE TO MAKE RESERVATIONS ON THE SUBJECT OF THE STATUS OF 
= 
~ 
= m THIS ORGANIZATION. NONETHELESS, MENTION OF THE PRG WILL BE UNAVOIDABLE 
c( 
~ 

U XXHH 
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Oi 
w 
= 
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' 00 
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.1 

:WC: ..... _ 

MEETING WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE IN PARIS 

a xxcc 
= 
l!.n., 
= 
WJ IN THE PREAMBLE OF THE AGREEMENT~ IT WILL BE UP TO US TO CHOOSE BETWEEN 
WJ 
~ ' .,J . 

•UTHE TWO FORMBLAS "THE U~ ~· GOVERNMENT, ON BEHALF' OF' THE GOVERNMENT 

OF ((SOUTH>) VIETNAM" <B VAL OR) "THE u~s~ GOVERNMENT, WITH THE 

. ~CONCURRENCE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF (( OUTH> > VIETNAM, ETC~'" IN HIS 
~ 

. ~OPINION, THE FORMULA "WITH THE CONCURRENCE" COMMITS US LESS'~ FURTHER, 
~ 
_J 

UTHE tJ~S~· WILL, IN THIS CASE~ DECLARE, N AN UNEQUIVOCAL MANNER, THAT 

THE U'~' ~ DOES NOT RECOGNIZE THE PRG~· 

.o 
~ REGARD ING THE WITHDRAWAL OF NVA C <NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY)) TROOPS 
~ 

~IN TWO PHASES~ KISSINGER, IN VIGOROUS TERMS, SIRESSED ONCE AGAIN 
~ 
_J 

• UTHAT THERE IS NOTHING WHICH CAN BE DONE ABOUT IT-"NO POSSIBILITY 

WHAT SOEVER~" 
.Q 
w 
~ 

'. (fl) 

WITH REGARD T 0 ARTICLE 8~ C~ ~ BEFORE KISSINGER COtll..D MA KE HIS 

1 ~COMMENTS~ WE DREW HIS ATTENTION T 0 THE FACT THAT THE COMMUNIST SIDE 
, _J 

u 

·O 
w 

SEEMS TO ATTACH THE t:rrMOST IMPORTANCE UPON THE OBTAINING OF 

THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS AT THE SAME TIME AS CCTHE RELEASE 

~OF>) Pow•s ~ IT IS LOGICAL THEREFORE TO ASK THEM THE MAXIMUM IN 
00 

. 00 

. ~EXCHANGE FOR THE OMISSION OF THIS ARTICLE~ 
u 

(l<ISSINGER RECOGNIZED THAT ~E HAVE MADE AN EFFORT BUT 

EM OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE~ THE IMPORTANCE OF ARTICLE 

THAT, IN THE 

g~·c~ WOULD 

-
• c 

"' ' t 
"' -: 

~ ~ 
m 

._/ 

NOT JUSTIFY SUCH CONCESSIONS AS AN AGREEMENT BY HANOI TO WITHDRAW t 
- -- --- - - - ------
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I 
ALL Or ITS TROOPS CC VAL OR EVEN> A LARGE NUMBER~ HE HAD ALREADY 

8PROPOSED THE OMISSION OF ARTICLE s~c~ IN EXCHANGE FOR THE WITHDRAWAL 

LL 

~OF 10f?l, 000 NOR! H VIET NAME SE TROOPS~ THIS PROPOSAL WAS NOT TAKEN 

<( 
d ' ' 
U SERIOUSLY BY LE DUC THO, WHO FOUND THAT THE WITHDRAWAL OF 100,000 

TROOPS TO BE TOO HIGH A PRICE WITHOlJI, IN ANY CASE, COUNTER PROPOSING 

·O 
. W ANOTHER FIGURE~ KISSINGER THINKS THAT IT IS IN Ol:JR INTEREST TO 
·~ 

~TREAT THIS QUEST ION ON A DE FACTO BASIS: SHOULD WE AGREE, KISSINGER 
~ 
~ 

U WILL LEAVE LE DUC THO TO UNDERSTAND THAT IN THE EVENT HANOI WITHDRAWS 

A CERTAIN NUMBER OF ITS TROOPS, SAIGON WILL FREE A CERTAIN NUMBER 

.o 
W OF POLITICAL PRISONERS~ 

. LL 

m 
00 KISSINGER ASKED US TO GIVE HIM SAIGON• ANSWERS BEFORE HIS 
~ 

,d 

'u MEETING AT 1500 Ho.ms TOMORROW WITH LE DUC THO, ON THE FOLLOWING 

POINTS: 
0 
w 
~ 

' Uf't 
1~ CONCERNING THE MODALITY OF THE SIGNING OF THE AGREEMENT, 

~WHICH OF THE TWO FORMULAS DO WE PREFER, •oN BEHALF• OR "WITH THE CON­
. ..J 
u 

CURRENCE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF CC OUTH>> VIETNAM~" IT BEING UNDER-

-0 
SI'OOOD THAT THE SAME FORMULA WILL BE APPLIED TO THE COMMUNIST 

w 
~SIDE? 
m 
W! 
~ 2~ DO WE AGREE TO THE PURE AND SIMPLE DELE:TION OF •ADMINISTRATIVE 
u 

llCTURE?• 

u~· DO WE AUTHORIZE KISSINGER TO TREAT THE QUESTION OF ARTICLE 

/ s·~·c~· ON A DE FACTO BASIS, AS PROPOSED ABQVE? 

"' C• .• ~- ~ ,, c 

R -· 

c 
L 
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I 
4~' DO WE AGREE TO RETURN TO THE FORMER wORDING OF ARTICLE 1, AND 

~WHAT CONCESSION DO WE WANT TO ASK IN EXCHANGE, EXCEPT ON POINTS 
ILrr,. 

~ALREADY CATEGORICALLY REJECTED BY NORTH VIETNAM~ 

< 
d 
u WE KEENLY STRESS THE NECESSITY OF ANSWERING US BEFORE 1400 HOURS 

TOMORROW~ WE PARTICULARLY DRAW YOUR ATTENTION ON THIS PHRASE OF 

iDl 
W KISSINGER'S: •IN THE NEXT 48 HOURS, Etc~·· 
ILrr,. 

~ REGARDING THE RECENT MEETING WITH CCFRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER 
<( 
d 
U MAURICE)> SCHUMANN AND C <PRESIDENT GEORGES>) POMPIDOU, KISSINGE:R, 

IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION WE ASKED HIM, REPLIED THAT THESE MEETINGS 

ID 
W TOOK PLACE AT THE REQUEST OF THE F'RENCR, WHO WISHED TO KNOW THE 
~ 

(Ii) 
00 PRESENT STATE OF' THE NEG OT IAT IONS~ 
~ 
_J 
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lL TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A VND/T MESSAGE~ PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY 
(fl 

~ LIP!ITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED~ THIS MESSAGE WAS 
.J 

·u 
TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY~ 
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-11 F'R SAIGON: PRESIDENT'E OFF ICE; C <PRES !DENT IAL ASSISTANT>> 

~HOANG ·ouc NHA· 9 DEC 72 1600 

LL. -
~TO PAR IS: CC SOUTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATION)); AMBASSADOR PHAM DANG 
<( 
=11 
U LAM FLASH 292 t /PTT /BT 

I AM IN RECEIPT OF YOUR TELEGRAM NO~ 050~ 

ID 
W THE NSC <<NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL>> IS GO INT TO MEET AND YOU 
~ 

~CAN COUNT ON A CABLE OF INSTRUCTIONS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE~ IF THERE 
~ 
=11 
UIS A DELAY~ TRY TO GET KISSINGER TO UNDERSTAND~ REGARDS~· 

XXHH 

ID 
~ 150 
~ 

{ff] 
w #066.:S 
~ 
_JI 

u 

·~ o· 
6 
<C 

" ---· ), .... 
"' 

• 



Doc ID: 6549596    Doc Ref ID: A504075UJ 
"".{ 
- .J 
u 

0 
l!J 

I PL 86-36/50 USC 36051 

DELTA CO~fl'ROLLEI) ... ITEtvi 

LL Z Oz CEXD 650 
<nzz II 
~DE L___J #3078 3441635 
. .J ZNY MM NSH 
UZ 091630Z DEC 72 ZYH 

FM DIRNSA 
TO WHITE HOUSE CATTN MR DAVID MCMANIS FOR SERIES CHECK> 
ZEM 
T e r " l! e " I! T Hfl~HA !H'.LTtl eerJTffettl'.'J5 ITl!ll 

OEXCLUSIVE FOR DELTA CONTROL OFFICEH 
w 
Li:WARNING: THE COMINT CONTAINED HEREIN IS UNUSUALLY SENSITIVE. 
~IF A USIB MEMBER COR HIS SPECIALLY DESIGNATED DEPUTY) APPROVES 
(J) THE USE OF THIS COM PART ME NIED ITEM IN A TOP SECRET CODEWORD 
<(PUBLICATION, THE PRECISE COM INT SOUHCE OR TARGET C\i!HICHEVER d rs SENSITIVE) SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSSIBLE 

AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 

0 
LL.I 

j
riLL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
C RITY CONTROLS. 

TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
N R1AL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 
DOLL-VND. PLEASE ADVIS IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVErl A'. ABOVE 
EXISTING DELTA RESTRICi10NS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MES~AGE WAS 
TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 

VIETNAMESE CSOUTHl FRENCH 
XXMMENP01F0072344 
3/00/DOLL-V ND/T -72 

LL SAIGON FORWARDS INSTRUCTIONS TO PARIS NEGOTIATOR IN RESPONSE 
U)TO KISSINGER QUERIES OF 8 DECEMBEH 
(/) 

~xxcc drn SAIGON: PRESIDENT'S OFFICE; 
CCPRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT)) 
HOANG DUC NHA 9 DEC 72 2020 

TO PARIS: ((SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
DELEGATION)); AMBASSADOR 

0 
PHAM DANG LAM FLASH 3474/PTT/BT/TM 
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TOP SECRET • 
REFERENCE YOUR CABLE NR. 50/PDVN: 

I II . -
" U") m THE DECISIONS OF PRESIDENT CCTHIEU>> REGARDING THE POINTS 
.:(TO ANSWER KISSINGER CCARE>>: 
~ 1. CONCERNING THE MODALITY FOR SIGNING, WE DO NOT ACCEPT 
UTHE FORMULA "ON BEHALF" CC VAL OR> CCTHE FORMULA)) "THE THE 

CONCURRENCE." WE ARE STICKING STRONGLY TO OUR FORMULA; NAMELY, 
THAT THE PRG CCPROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT)) SHOULD PLAY 
NO PART IN THE AGREEMENT, NEITHER IN THE PREAMBLE NOR IN THE SIGNING. 
SHOULD THEY AGREE ON A TEXT FOR THE AGREMENT ON MODALITY, THE 

OSIGNING COULD BE BY THE TWO SIDES, THAT IS, THE GVN CCGOVERNMENT 
Iii OF SOUTH VIETNAM)) AND THE USG ccu.s. GOVERNMENT)) ON or~E SIDE AND 
i1-: THE GOVERNMENT 0 F NORTH VI ET NAM AND THE NLF C CNAT ION AL LIB ER AT ION 

m ~~~~~)~I~~ !,~~t:oi~~~iE~TA~Ei~~ ~g~~~~E~~~~ .. nl~Sp~~~M~~~ ~~~~~CI PAT ION 
~OF THE PRG IN THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, WE MAINTAIN JUST AS 
·u_J STRONGLY OUR CATEGOR !CAL OPPOSITION. IF THE PRG PARTICIPATES AS 

A GOVERNMENT, THE GVN WOULD NOT PARTICIPATE; BECAUSE THE . 
PARTICIPATION OF THE GVN AT THE SIDE OF THE PRG WOULD BE · 
EQUIVALENT TO OUR SANCTIONING THE PRG. CCl)) 

2. THE OMISSION, PURE AND SIMPLE, OF "ADMINISTRATIVE 
.. STRUCTURE" IS NOT ENOUGH. IN CONFORMITY WITH OUR 11 NOVEMBEHCC2)) 
:.1 MEMO CONCERNING THE NATURE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE CNRC C (COUNCIL OF 
.: .. NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD)), IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT 
!!:THE CCFOLLOWING)) BE OMITTED: THREE EQUAL SEGMENTS OF THE CNRC, 
:nl CCREFERENCE)) TO LOWER ECHELONS, GENERAL ELECTIONS, ETC. 
'·· 3. THE QUESTION OF TREATING ARTICLE 8.C. ON THE BASIS OF 
jA DE FACTO WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS IS INADMISSABLE. THE FUNDAMENTAL 
t) PRINCIPLE IS THAT THE NVA CC NOH TH VI ETNAr1ESI~ ARMY)) CC VAL MUST> 
.. BE WITHDRAWN TO NORTH VIETNAM AFTEH THE CEASE-Fii-iF.. oun POSSIBLE 

RELINQUISHMENT OF CCAHTICLE>·> B.C. IS A V~HY GREAT SACRIFICE, WHICH 
CB VAL WOULD NOT BE) CC VAL CONSENTED TO> UNLESS ALL OF CC VAL OUR> 
PHOPOSALS ARE ACCEPTED BY THE OTHEH SIDE. 

0 4. VE MAINTAIN OUR WORDING ON ARTICLE CCl ~D G>>, BUT 
11.I CB VAL INSTEAD) OF "AS RECOGIHZED CB VAL BY>" LJSE "AS STIPULATED 
i.i~ IN." THE ARTICLE ((SHOULD)> HEAD AS FOLLO\•JS: "ALL COUtffRIES SHALL 
(fi RESPECT THE INDEPENDENCE, SOVEHEIGNTY, UNITY Alm TERRITORIAL 
m INTEGRITY OF VIETNAM AS STIPULATED IN THE 1954 GENEVA ACCORDS 
..:CON VIETNAM." 
.. .J 5. CONCERNING ARTICLE 15 ON THE DMZ «DEMILITARIZED ZONE)>, 
()\~E FIHMLY MAINTAIN OUH POSITION; THAT IS, WE HOLD TO THE WORDS 

"tp,[~£11ANENT," "R£SPECT EACH OTHER'S TEiiHITORY," tirm THE REFERENCE 
T RTICLE 24 OF THE GENEVA AGREEMENT. TO ABANDON THE WORD 
" E MANENT" WOULD BE LIICE GHANTING NORTH VIETNAM THE RIGHT TO 
0 E CCUNIFIED)) VIETNAM UNDER THE HEGEMONY OF HANOI.CC3)) 
( ~)) AT 091431Z DEC, AMBASSADOR PHAM DANG LAM SENT THE FOLLOWING 

MESSAGE TO HOANG DUC lrnti IN SAIGOIJ: "REFEfO~NCE YOUR TELEGRAM 
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NR. 3474/PTT. THE INST.RUCTIONS GIVEN YESTERDAY CC8 DECEMBER>> #7,'") 
SPOKE OF THE SIGNING OF THE AGREEMENT ONLY BY THE U.S. ~ 
AND THE DRV CCDEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM)) Jill THE NAME OF 
THE PARTIES TO THE PARIS CONFERENCE, WITH SEPARATE 
ACCESSIONS BY THE GVN AND THE NLF. TODAY'S C C9 DECEMBER>> 
INSTRUCTIONS SEEM TO IMPLY A SIGNING BY CCALL>> FOUR <<PARTIES>>. 

i.) PL EA SE CLAR I FY. II 
!.!.! CC2)) GARBLED IN TEXT; COULD HEAD 17,· 18, OR 19 NOVEMBER. 
~!:: ((3)) THIS MESSAGE WAS NOT SIGNED OFF BY THE ORIGINATOR HOANG 
10 DUC NHA; IT IS THUS POSSIBLE THAT THERE ~ILL BE ADDITIONAL 
1n TEXT TO THIS MESSAGE LATER. IF FURTHER TEXT IS RECEIVED; 
"~ IT WILL BE ISSUED AS SOON AS RECEIVED • 
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0 
w 
~ Z~ZCEXC266 
- zz 
~ DE I I #3084 3441717 
~ ZNY MMNSH 
rl Z 091715Z DEC 72 ZYH 
U FM D IRNSA 

TO WHITE HOUSE CATTN MR DAVID MCMANIS FOR SERIES CHECK) 
ZEM 
T 8 p 8 E e ff E T rU18R A 

~ TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
ii: PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LI_MITATION ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. 
- THIS MESSAGE WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 
00 
~VIETNAMESE CSOUTH) FRENCH 
dXXMMENP01F0072344 
U 3/00/VND/T -72 

SAIGON ATTEMPTS TO CLARIFY POSITION ON POSSIBLE SIGNING OF AGREEMENT 

0 xxcc 
W FR SAIGON: PRESIDENT" S OFFICE; 
lo.. C CPRESIDE NT IAL ASSISTANT)) HOANG 
00 D UC NHA 9 DEC 72 2350 
U') TO PAR IS: cc sour H v IET NAMESE 
~ DELEGATION)); AMBASSADOR PHAM DANG 
U LAM FLASH 3475/PTT/BT 

~ 
REFERENCE YOUR TELEGRAM NR. 51. 
WE WISH TO CLARIFY FOR YOU THAT IN THE EVENT OF AGREEMENT 

0 THE TEXT OF THE AGREMENT, THE MODALITY FOR SIGNING WOULD BE 
T "TWO SIDES" FORM ULA. ON THE ONE SIDE THERE WOULD BE THE USG 
{ N!TED STATES GOVERNMENT)) AND THE GVN CCGOVENMENT OF SOUTH 
VIETNAM)), THAT IS, THE LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENTS, AND ON THE OTHER 
SIDE {(WOULD BE)) THE GOVERNMENT OF NORTH VIETNAM AND THE NLF 
CCNATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT)). THE NLF IS CONSIDERED AS COMPRISING 
PART OF THE COMMUN I ST -SIDE ANIT ~Jl(.L- BE DESTGNATED AS- THE- l'JLF-~ -- - -­

-NOT AS THE PRG. NUMERICALLY, THERE WOULD BE FOUR SIGNATURES, BUT 
THERE WOLil..D BE NO MENTION OF THE PRG IN THE TEXT OF THE AGREMENT. 
THE PREAMBLE WOULD BEGIN WITH "THE PARTIES TO THE CONFERENCE, 

0 ETC." THIS IS IN ORDER TO AVOID MENTION OF THE PRG IN THE TEXT 
W OF THE AGREMENT. THIS FORMULA IS AN ACCURATE APPLICATION OF OUR 
IL BASIC PRINCIPLE 1 0F CATEGORICAL NON-RECOGNITION OF THE PRG. REGARDS. 
m TI 9 DEC 72 1606Z 
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TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A VND/T MESSAGE~ Pl.EASE ADVISE IF ANY 
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w 
lLLifllITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED~ THIS MESSAGE WAS TRANS­
(J) 
If) 

~ MITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY~ 
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I: SOUTH VIETNAMESE NEGOT !ATOR IN PAR IS INFORMS SAIGON OF' KISSINGER 

i1 

~BRIEFING FOLLOWING NINE DECEMBER MEETING WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE 

LL 

(f) xxcc 
(J') 

~ 

U
_J ~ p R 

rn A IS: SOUTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATION; ((AMBASSADOR)) PHAM DANG 

LAM 9 DEC 72 2300 

0 
W TO SAIGON: PRESIDENT• OFFICE; CC PRESIDENTIAL)) ASSISTANT HOANG 
LL 

~DUC NHA IMMEDIATE 52/PDVN/TM 
<( 
_J 

U TOP SECRET~ 

THIS MORNING AFTER OUT TELEPHONE CONVERSATION, WE IMMEDIATELY 

-
~ INFORMED DR~ CC HENRY A~)) KISSINGER OF THE IMPORT OF THE RESPONSES 
L 

~-r· OF THE GVN C CGOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM>) ON THE FOUR QUESTIONS PUT 
< 

- BY HIM YESTERDAY WHILE PROMISING TO GIVE HIM A l'>EMORANDUM AS SOON 

AS WE RECEIVED THE COMPLETE TEXT OF THE MESSAGE COMING FROM SAIGON~ 

L:..: 
- AS THE MESSAGE ARRIVED AFTER HIS DEPART URE FOR HIS MEET ING WITH LE -
([) 
(.fl 
<DUC THO, WE ASKED A MEMBER OF HIS DELEGATION TO TAKE OUT MEMORANDUM 

I __, 

0 
w 

TO HIM IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SESSION. 

THIS EVENING AFTER HIS MEETING WITH LE nuc THO, WHICH ENDED AT 

LL 1830 HOURS, KISSINGER INVITED US TO COME TO SEE HIM AT 2015 HOURS~ 
lJ) 
(J) 

:'.)HE TOLD US THAT HE HAD INDEED RECEIVED OUR MEMORANDUM, BUT THAT HE 

u 
WnD FIRST GIVE US AN ACCOUNT OF THE SESSION. HE DESCRIBED TODAY'E 

M~ING AS CCBEING>> WITHOUT PROGRESS: 

LE DUC THO RAISED ONCE AGAIN THE QUEST ION OF ARCT ICLE 8~ C~ DEMAND ING, 

' -
.:.. .: 
.:.:. : 

·-
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MOREOVER, THAT THE 3-MONTH DELAY FORESEEN IN THIS ARTICLE BE REDUCED 

8 TO 2 MONTHS~ HE CONT !NUED. TO CB VAL LODGE COMPLAINTS) C CWITH A VIEW 

LL 

I.fl !0)) THE DEPARTURE OF FOREIGN CIVILIAN PERSONNEL. 
(f) 

~ 
_J 

u ON THE DMZ (CDEMILITARIZED ZONE>>, LEDUC THO NO LONGER INSISTS 

ON THE ADDITION OF THE PHRASE "NORTH vIETNAM AND SOUTH VIETNAM 

0 
wWILL DISCUSS ON CC IC)) THE STATUS OF THE DMZ" BUT C CHE>> PROPOSES 
IJ... 

~ANOTHER SIMILAR FORMULA, NAMELY "NORTH VIETNAM AND SOUTH VIETNAM WILL 
< 
_J 

u AGREE ON REG Ul..AT IONS ON MOVE ME NT s ACCR ass THE DMZ~ .. 

CONCERNING DEMOBILIZATION, LE DUC THO AGREES ONLY TO REPLACE THE 

-. -
:.U90-DAY DELAY WITH "AS SOON AS POSSIBLE." 
~ 
·~ 

..,.': 

'.!:· AS FOR KISSINGER, HE BROUGHT UP FOR DISCUSSION THE QUESTIONS ,.,,, 
-...... 

-
... : RAISED BY US. (CT HEY WERE)) AGAIN REJECTED BY LE DUC THO~ KISSINGER 

INF'ORMED us THAT, CONTRARY TO HIS ((EARLIER)) EXPECTATIONS, HE rs 
0 

rr, 
<_OF' ANY PROGRESS, THERE WOULD BE ANOTHER SISSION ON TUESDAY~ IN ANY 

_,· 

0 
w 

CASE, HE WILL RETURN TO WASHINGTON TUESDAY EVENING. 

THERE WILL BE NO SESSION TOMORROW CC UND AY)), BUT U~E ~ AND NORTH 

IJ... VIETNAMESE EXPERTS WILL COP1PARE THE TESTS OF THE DRAFT AGREEMENT 
tf) 
tf) 

jccHELD BY)) BOTH SIDES. 
u 

~I PROMISED, THE VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE TEXT PROVIDED BY NORTH VIETNAM 

wt:} BE SENT TO us~ 

J<ISSINGER INFORMED US THAT GENERAL «ALEXANDER M~» HAIG IS LEAVING 

-· 

-
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-

- - ---------------------- - -- -- - -
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PARIS THIS EVENING TO REPORT ON THE STATUS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS TO 

8 PRESIDENT NIXON~ 
LL 

~ KISSINGER THEN BROUGHT UP OUR MEMORANDUM• WITH AN AIR 

<::! 
..J 
uoF BEING VISIBLY DISAPPOINTED AND IN A DISCOURAGED TONE, HE SAID 

SIMPLY: •I DO NOT KNOW WHAT TO SAY." THEN HE ADDED THAT HE HAD PUT 

~ASIDE ALL OF HIS AFFAIRS IN WASHINGTON IN ORDER TO DEVOTE ALL OF 
L -
'('\ 

j~ HIS TIME TO TRY TO OBTAIN THE BEST POSSIBLE AGREEMENT~ BUT EACH 
< 
'_J TIME HE CONSULTS US ON NEGOTIATION TACT !CS, SAIGON TELLS HIM TO 

PRESENT THE SAME DEMANDS ALREADY CATEGORICALLY REJECTED BY NORTH 

~VIETNAM. CC VAL UNDER> SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES HE DOEW NOT KNOW WHAT 
-
(/"J 

~'-.TO· DO~ HE REMINDED US THAT UP TILL CB VAL NOW) HE HAS SPARED NO 
< 

- EFFORT IN DErENDING OUR POSITION~ HE BELIEVES THAT ON CERTAIN POINTS--

FOR EXAMPLE, CB VAL OMISSION> Or THE TERM "ADMINISTRATIVE 

,, 

~STRUCTURE"-- THE RESULTS OUGHT TO HAVE SAT !SFIES US. HE REFERRED TO 
-
(f) 

~THE MEETINGS HE HAD IN WASHINGTON WITH CC VAL SPECIAL ASSISTANT) 
I 

. ) 

NGUYEN PHU DUC, WHO WAS OPPOSED TO BOTH THE TERM •ADMINISTRATIVE" 

AND THE TERM .. TRUCTURE""~ NOW THAT HE HAS OBTAINED THE 
0 
w 
LL.ELIMINATION OF' THESE TWO TERMS, HE HEARS THAT IT IS INSUFFICIENT~ 
IJ) 
([) 

5TI 9 DEC 72 2339Z 
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~TO WHITE HOUSE (ATTN: MR. D. MCMANIS FOR A SERIES CHECK) 
ID 
m 
c( ZEM 
_j 

u 
T a ,. 3 I! e ,\ ~ T t!lolP3RA l!!!ELTA @l@IJTABLLEB I TEhi FINAL SECT I ON OF TWO 

O TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A VNO/T MESSAGE. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY 
w 
~ 

~LIMITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS TRANS-
W> 

~ MITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 
u 

VIETNAMESEcSOUTH> FRENCH 

0 XXMMENP02F0072345 
w 
= 
llJJ.. 
ffi 5100/DOLL ?Vi'IJD/T -72 
WJ 
c( 

d SOUTH VIETNAMESE NEGOTIATOR IN PARIS INFORMS SAIGON OF KISSINGER 

B~EFING FOLLOWING NINE DECEMBER MEETING WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE 

xlJc 

·• 
:~ 

#-;& ~ 
FORESEEING WHAT COULD CB VAL COME ABOUT) IN THE NEXT CCFEW>> DAYS, 
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KISSINGER THEN FOREWARNED US: "YOU WIND UP LOSING PRESIDENT NIXON'S 

c 
~SUPPORT. PERHAPS YOU CAN BE LUCKY AGAIN AND BE SAVED BY HANOI'S 
I!.!!., 
= m 
~ INTRANSIGEANCE. BUT PEOPLE IN THE U.S. WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHY 
..J 

U YOU DID NOT ACCEPT CB VAL AN) AGREEMENT WITH UNLIMITED ECONOMIC AID, 

PRACTICALLY UNLIMITED MILITARY AID, UNLIMITED U.S. CIVILIAN 
c 
w 
~PERSONNEL WORKING IN YOUR ARMY." 
= 
00 
m C WE ANSWERED KISSINGER BY CALLING HIS ATTENTION CCTO THE FACT)) THAT 
='l 
u 

INASMUCH AS THE COMMUNIST SIDE IS ADOPTING A TOTALLY INTRANSIGEANT 

ATTITUDE, THERE COULD NEVER BE A qUESTION OF GVN GIVING SATISFACTION 
c 
w 
= 
~TO THEIR DEMANDS, EVEN LESS SO IN VIEW OF OUR POSITION BEING CCSQ)) 
m 
00 
~LOGICAL AND REASONABLE. KISSINGER REPEATED THAT HE IS NOT 
u 

IGNORANT OF THE FACT THAT HANOI IS STILL PURSUING ITS DESIGNS. YET 

C THE cUESTION IS TO KNOW WHICH IS THE BETTER WAY TO DEFEND SOUTH 
w ' 
= 

·~VIETNAM. HE IS CONVINCED THAT AN AGREEMENT NOT ENTIRELY SATISFACTORY 
m c 
='l TO US IS STILL BETTER THAN <<BEING)) WITHOUT AN AGREEMENT. AMBASSADOR 
u 

((TRAN KIM)) PHUONG WILL FULLY REALIZE ALL OF THESE DIFFICULTIES AS 

C SOON AS HE RETURNS TO WASHINGTON, WHEN CONGRESS IS PREPARING TO 
w 
= 
ll!!.. 
ffi RECONVENE, 
m 

ADDED KISSINGER. 

c 
~ u WITH THE UNUSUAL PROLONGING OF KISSINGER'S ST~Y IN PARIS CTHE FIRST 

T~E SUCH A 

PUCIPITOUS 

STAY HAS LASTED MORE THAN A WI IK>, AND WITH THE 

RETURN OF HAIG TO WASHINGTON, WE HAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT 

·~ .... 
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HER INSTRUCTIONS FORWARDED FROM SAIGON TO PARIS NEGOTIATOR 
ESPONSE TO KISSINGER QUERIES OF 8 DECEMBER 

. C.oN1. MUAf\ON ot= mrs~c.£ 
FR SAiGON: PRES ID-ENT' S OFFICE; N\AMGEA. U 

C CPRESIDENT IAL ASSISTANT)) HOANG 
· DUC NHA 9 DEC 72 

--ro -·PA~IS:- - CTD~LEGATIO-N;>r AMBA·SSAIJOR . ·---·- . - . - - -
PHAM DANG LAM C CFLASH)') 34 74 /PTT IBT /TM 

MOREOVER, CC I)) CCANY)) REFERENCE TO THE FINAL DECLARATION OF 
.J THE GENEVA CB VAL CONFERENCE> IS INAPPROPRIATE, FOR IT HAS NO 
-'J LEGAL VALUE. 
-1-. 6. IN CONCLUSION, PRESIDENT CCTHIEU) > AFFIRMS ONCE AGAIN THAT 
- AS LONG AS OUR THREE VITAL PROBLEMS - NAMELY, THE WITHDRAWAL OF 

'l> NJRTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS, THE NATURE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE CNRC 
~ CCCOUNCIL OF NATIONAL.RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD>>, AND OUR OPPOSITION 
, TO THE CB VAL MENTION) OF THE PRG CCPROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY 

_,GOVERNMENT>> AS A GOVERNMENT - ARE NOT RESOLVED, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE 
TO' ARR IVE AT. AN AGREEMENT. ON THE PO INT OF THE w IT HDRAWAL OF 
~RTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS, IF CCDR. HENR.Y A.)) KISSINGER THINKS 
THAT THERE IS "NO POSSIBILITY WHATSOEVER," WE ALSO THINK THAT AS 

·~ LONG AS THERE IS NO REASONABLE AND ACCEPTABLE FORMULA TO RESOLVE 
q THIS QUESTION, AS WELL AS THE TWO OTHER VITAL QUESTIONS, CB VAL 
_ THERE IS> "NO POSSIBILITY WHATSOEVER" NEITHER CCSIC)) OF ACCEPTING 
- THE COMMUNIST DEMANDS •. 
~~ PLEASE UNDERSCORE THE TOTAL INTRANSIGEANCE OF THE COMMUNISTS 
~ IN REFUSING TO DEAL WITH OUR VITAL PROBLEMS. 
-1 ALSO, THE QUESTION OF "THE NEX'f 48 HOURS, ETC.," IS NO CONCERN 
.J OF OURS. 
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SOUTH VIETNAMESE NEG OT IAT OR FORWARDS KISSINGER SUGGEST ION 

PRESIDENT THIEU 

PARIS: SOUTHVIETNAMESE DELEGATION; <<AMBASSADOR>> 

-PHAM DANG LAM 11 DEC 72 2200 

TO SAIGON: PRESIDENT• OFFICE; XCPRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT>> 

HOANG DUC NHA FLASH 55/PDVN/TM 

·~ .JI TOP SECRET~ 
u 

WITH REGARD TO PRES IE NT CCTHlEU' >) MESSAGE TOMORROW 

1 OBEFORE PARLIAMENT, CCDR~ HENRY A.>> KISSINGER HAS EARNESTLY 
w 
[.!,, 

ooASKED THAT WE ADVISE PRESIDENT ((THIEU)) OF THE FOLLOWING: 
ij) 
~ · d IN VIEW OF LE DUC THO' ATTITUDE THESE PAST FEW DAYS, 

AND PARTICULARLY AT TODAY9E SESSION WHERE THE NORTH 

~VIETNAMESE APPEARED TO SHOW A DESIRE TO AWAIT A PRETEXT 

~ 

~FOR THROWING UPON THE GVN ((GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM)) 
Q{ 
'~ 
UJHE RESPONSIBILITY FOR A POSSIBLE BREAK-DOwN ((IN THE 

NEG OT IAT IONS)) AND THUS PRO\IOKING A GENER AL OUTCRY 

0 
1 WAGAINST US AMONG U~ ~ PUBLIC OPN ION, 

[.!,, 

'00 
00 KISSINGER VENTURES TO SUGGEST THAT IN PRESIDENT 
<it'. 
.JI 

U CCTHIEU' S)) MESSAGE TOMORROW HE APPROACH THE MATTER 

O~HE NEGOTIATIONS IN GENERAL TERMS WITHOUT MAKING 

SPECIFIC PROPOSALS~ THIS IS IN ORDER THAT, IN THE CASE 

----~ - - ~ -- -----

• 
-· 

•. : 

• 
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I 

la THE SYMPATHY OF uJ: ~ PUBLIC OPINION BY THEN STATING THAT 

w 
!: HE IS READY TO HELP THE u~ • TO RECOVER cc TS)) Pow·E. 
(/) 
en 
:3 KISSINGER STRESSES THAT HE IS MAKING THIS 
u 

SUGGESTION NOT WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF INTERVENING IN 

O EXTREMIS IN OUR INTERNAL AFF'AIRS, BUT BECAUSE HE FEELS 
w 
Lb 
!Ji! THAT IT IS IN OUR INTEREST. 
fl» 
Q( 

1 ~ I WILL REPORT ON ((TODAY' )) MEETING IN THE FOLLOWING 
u 
MESSAGE~ 
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w 
IL 
(/) 

3~/DOLL-VND/T-72 

ti DEC 72 233ra 

~TO SAIGON: OFFICE OF 
_J 

THE PRESIDENT: HOANG D UC NHA 

u 
FLASH 5 6/PDVN/TM 

TOP SECRET 
0 
w 
u.HERE IS WHAT KISSINGER TOLD US FOLLOWING HIS MEETING TODAY WITH 

(J"') 

~LEDUC TliO~ NO PROGRESS AT ALL. LEDUC THO RETURNED C(l WO G)) ON 
! 

-.: , ·, 
v 

THE QUEST ION OF' THE WITHDRAWAL OF FOREIGN CIVILIAN PERSONNEL. THE 

.... ONLY CONCESSION, IF IT CAN BE CALLED THAT, IS THAT LE DUC THO 
-w 
':.: ... AGREES TO THE u.s.· INSTITl!fING A "EEPARATE UNDERSTANDING" TO 

~r.. 

<WITHDRAW THESE PERSONNEL WITHIN TWO MONTHS. AS FOR THE DMZ 
....J 

((DEMILITARIZED ZONE>>, LE DUC THO REPLIED THAT HE HAD NOT YET 

...._RECEIVED INSTRUCT Ior~s FROM HANOI. THINGS STOPPED THERE FOR TH~ 
l....." 

;7 MOMENT~ WHEN HE AGAIN SPOKE, KISSINGER SUGGESTED TAKING UP THE 
· .... 
!r"\ .,, 
< 
.J QUESTION OF' THE PROCEDURES FOR SIGNING. AFTER A DISCUSSION, LE 

DUC THO LET IT BE UNDERSTOOD THAT HE WOULD AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING 

OPROCEDURE: THE U.~. GOVERNMENT AND THE DRVCCDEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
w 
L!_ 

(J)VIETNAM» WILL SIGN THE ACCORD WITH THE PREAMBLE BEGINNING WITH 
I./) 
<( 

d"THE U •• GOVERNMENT IN CONCERT WITH THE GVNCCGOVERNMENT OF 

V~NAMll. ETC~, ETC., THE DRV IN 

R LtrrIONARY GOVERNMENT>> ETC., 

CONCERT WITH THE PRGCCPROVISIONAL 

ETC~" IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE 

SIGNING THE u~s. WILL MA~_!;:_ .A STATEMENT _CL.E11RLY EM'PHASIZTNr, THtiT .. 

: =-

-· ·-
- -

-.: ? 

: -
:: -

·= :. 
! i. 
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r. 

~ 

-
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IT DOES NOT. RECOGNIZE THE PRG. THE GVN WILL SIGN ALONE ANOTHER 

0 
W TEXT OF THE ACCORD, WITH THE PREAMBLE CUT OF'F'. THE NLF' <(NATIONAL 
LL 
({) 

~LIBERATION FRONT)) WILL ALSO SIGN ALONE A THIRD, COUNTERPART 

...1 
u 

TEXT OF THE ACCORD, THAT IS TO SAY, WITHOlJf PREAMBLE AND MENTION 

OF THE PRG. THE THREE DOCUMENTS CONSTITUTE THE ACCORD. THUS, 

UJ 
i..:... THERE WILL NOT BE A CEREMONY OF A FOUR-PAP.TY SIGNING. THE A(:-:CORD 
({) 

ln 
<:::REQUIRING THE GVN' SIGNATURE WOULD BE RETURNED TO US BY YOU 

u 

-
' ' 

ONCE IT WAS SIGNED. AFTER HIS REPORT, KISSINGER GAVE US HIS 

IMPRESSION OF LE DUC THO AND COMPANY WHOM HE FOUND TODAY LITTLE 

:: INCL !NED T 0 DISCUSS SERIOUSLY, GERTA IN AS THEY ARE THAT TIME IS 

' 

<ON THEIR SIDE. THEY OPENLY SPECULATED ON THE INEVITABLE AND 

IMMINENT CONFRONTATION BETWEEN SAIGON AND WASHINGTON. CCAM9ASSAD0R)) 

:: PORTER, WHO WAS PRESENT FOR THE FIRST TIME, WP,S ErnIRELY OF THE 

~SAME OPINION. IT IS IN THIS CONTEXT THAT KISSINGER MADE THE SUG-
.;: 

•. ..r.: 
< 
.....! GEST ION WHICH WAS THE SUBJECT OF' OUR MESSaGE NUMBER 55/PDVN/TM~ 
- ·: -· 

HE IS SORRY THAT THE U.E. GOV~RNMENT AND THE GVN WERE NOT ABLE TO 

0 REACH A ( ( 1 WD G)) JO INT POSIT ION. THAT WOULD HAVE ALLOWED PLACING w 

lJ'l THE BLAME FOR A BREAK ON NORTH VIETNAM, SHOULD THE OCCASION ARISE~ 
r.n 
<( 

d HE C<DR~ KISSINGER>) INFORMED US THAT IN ANY CASE HE WILL LEAVE 

p~~s F"OR WASHINGTON IMMEDIATELY ArTER HIS MEETING WITH LEDUC THO, 

wLlH IS SCHEDULED F'OR 1500 HOURS TOMORROW~ HE WILL LEAVE AMBASSA-

DORS PORTER AND SULLIVAN TO MEET IN THE MORNING WITH XUAN THUY AND 

-· 
., -

- -
. -

·= :-: 
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NGUYEN CO THACH TO SEE IF' THERE IS A POSSIBILITY F'OR PROGRESS. 

0 

~ IF NEED BE, SULLIVAN w ILL STA y IN PAR rs FOR TWO MORE DAYS TO 

(/) 

~DISCUSS THE PROTOCOL. 
_J 

CJ 
SO WE CAN REPLY TO THE: U. .. DELEGATION, PLEASE GIVE US INSTRUCT IONS 

ON THE FOLLOWING QUEST IONS: 
0 
w 
1..:... l• OUR REACTION VISAVIS THE PROCEDURES FOR SIGNING, AS OUTLINED 

(/) 
CJ) . 
<!ABOVE. F'OR OUR PART WE RECALLED THE FOUR-PARTY SIGNHJG PROCEDURE 

u 
AND THE NOt~-MENTION OF THE PRG AS PROPOSED BY THE GVN, REFERENCE 

YOUR M£SSAGE NmiB:!:R 3474/PTT/BT/Tl11. KISSINGER REPLIED THAT IT IS 

~ A9SOLUTELY IMPOSSIBLE TO GET A FOUR-PARTY SIGNING AND NOT TO 

<; MENT!Oi1J T:iE PRG IN THE PREAMBLE AND IN THE SIGNATURE; 
-
' . 
"-

2. COMMENTS FROM OU:i GENERAL STAF'F ON THE NEW TEXTS OF THE 

0 PROTOCOLS, REF'ERENCE OUR MESSAGE NUMBER 53 /PDVN/TMC (1)); 

L 

i· 

~ 3. OBSERVATIONS ON THE VETNAMESE TEXT OF THE DRAFT ACCORD, 
rf.: 
< 
~SAME REFERENCE AS ABOVE; 
•_,,: 

4. YOUR ADVICE ON LE DUC THo•E PROPOSAL TO INCLUDE THE CLAUSE ON 

0 THE REPATR !AT ION OF' FOREIGN CIVIL IA!J PERSONNEL IN A SEPARATE w 
LL 
(J) UNDERSTANDING RATHER THAN IN THE TEXT. 
{[) 
<( 

d CC 1)) MESSAGE IN QUEST ION, WH !CH IS IN PROCESS, IS THE COMPLETE 

vf4NAMEsE TEXT oF 

rLJ12 oEc 12 04s2z 

800 

THE DR AFT ACCORD. 

-
L 

~ 

-- ..:.. 
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TO SAIGON: PRESIDENr•s OFFICE; 

((PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT)) HOANG 
DUC NHA FLASH 57/PDVN/rM 

.'.] 

LLI TOP SECRET 
~ TODAY IT WAS PORTER WHO GAVE US A BRIEFING ON THE THREE 
J! ~EETINGS BETWEEN HIM AND SULLIVAN ON ONE SIDE AND XUAN THUY AND 
ffl N3UYEN CO THACH ON THE OTHER, THE SECOND BETWEEN U.S. AND NORTH 
<:;VIETNAMESE EXPERTS, AND FINALLY THE MEETING BETWEEN KISSINGER 
~AND LE DUC THO, WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THE AFTER NOON FROM 1500 TO 1945 
. HlURS. AS FOR THIS LAST MEETING, PORTER REPORTED THAT THERE WAS 

NJ CHANGE IN THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTITUDE. LEDUC THO REFUSED 
fll..L CHANGES TO ARTICLE 15 ON THE DMZ «DEMILITARIZED ZONE)). HE 
/GAIN BROUGHT UP THE QUESTION _OF ARTICLE 8 CON POLITICAL 

_DETAINEES AND ARTICLE 5 RELATIVE TO FOREIGN CIVILIAN PERSONNEL, 
7 SI'ATING THAT IF HE KEPT COMING BACK TO THESE POINTS IT WAS BECAUSE 
- WE OURSELVES ARE RAISING NEW PROBLEMS. AS FOR THE PORTER-XUAN 
:THUY MEETING, IT WAS DEVOTED TO CLARIFYING THE UNDERSTANDING ON 
~= LAOS AND CAfYEOD IA. ACCORD ING TO PORTER, THE QUEST ION IS NOT YET 
:..'.RESOLVED BECAUSE OF NUMEROUS DIFFICULTIES, ESPECIALLY ON LAOS. 
j FINALLY, THE U.S. AND NORTH VIETNAMESE EXPERTS CONTINUED WITH THE 
_) CDMPARISON OF THE ENGLISH AND VIETNAMESE TEXTS. 

CONTRARY TO THE DECISION MADE YESTERDAY BY KISSINGER TO 
RETURN IMMEDIATELY TO WASHINGTON AFTER THIS AF1ER NOON'S MEETING, 
A NEW AND SHORT MEETING \IJILL BE HELD TOMORROW IN THE MORNING, 
FOLLOW ING WHICH KISSINGER WILL LEA VE PAR IS. 

_ NO DATE IS SET FOR THE RESUMPTION OF THE KISSINGER-LE DUC THO 
_:._ fVEETINGS. HOWEVER, PORTER MADE IT CLEAR THAT THIS IS NOT A BREAK: 
=WASHINGTON WILL STAY IN TOUCH WITH HANOI TO SEE "WHAT WE CAN DO 
-:~-WITH THEM." FROM NOW ON IT WILL THUS BE THROUGH NORMAL DIPLOMATIC 
:. CHANNELS BETWEEN SAIGON AND WASHINGTON THAT WE: WILL OBTAIN INFOR-

l'l\T!ON ON THE PROGRESS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. FOR THIS PURPOSE 
~ AMBASSADOR C CTR AN l<I M)) PHUONG WILL HA VE TO GET IN TOUCH WITH THE 
- STATE DEPARTMENT AND COMMUNICATE AFTERWARDS WITH OUR GOVERNMENT. 

BEFORE LEAVING PAR IS, KISSINGER INSTRUCTED PORTER TO REPEAT 
TO US WHAT HE HAS ALREADY TOLD US SEVERAL TIMES. HERE IN SUBSTANCE 
IS HIS MESSAGE: "THROUGH THREE WEEKS OF CONTACTS IN PARIS VERY 
LITTLE OF A CONSTRUCT IVE NATURE COMES FROM SAIGON. FREQUENTLY 

- 1-E CKISSINGER) IS LEFT WITHOUT ANY GUIDANCE. THE SPECIAL BRIEFINGS 
_= 1-E GAVE PRODUCE NO RESULT." WE REPLIED STRESSING THE FACT THAT 
::~OUR POSITION ON THE PROBLEMS OF SUBSTANCE HAS BEEN FULLY STATED, 
: IN PARTICULAR IN OUR PRESIDENT'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT NIXON. IT 
- WAS STRESSED IN THIS LETTER AS WE HA VE DONE OURSELVES IN VAR lOUS 
~ flEMORANDA, THAT IT IS USELESS TO BRING UP QUESTIONS OF DETAIL 
j WHEN PROBLEMS OF SUBSTANCE ARE NOT YET RESOLVED. PORTER ADDED 

THAT KISSINGER COMPLAINED °'THAT THERE WAS LACK OF RESPONSE FROM 
SHGON TO WASHINGTON EVEN AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL." AS FOR PRESIDENT 
NIXON•s INVITATION TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT THIEU, WE HAVE ALREADY 
EXPLAINED TO KISSINGER THE REASON OUR CHIEF OF STATE IS NOT YET IN 

CJ A POSITION TO REPLY TO IT. . 
:..LI OUR IMPRESSION IS THAT THINGS HA VE REACHED A DECISIVE STAGE. 
=WASHINGTON NOW SEEMS TO HAVE DECIDED TO DEAL DIRECTLY WITH HANOI 
(fj WITHOUT CONSULTING US. Ar13ASSADOR PHUONG AND A!'13ASSADOR CCVUONG 
IJl VANJ> BAG ARE WAITING INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE PRESIDENT. PARTICULARLY 
<C AMBASSADOR PHUONG WHO WANTS TO KNOW WHETHER HE IS TO RETURN DIRECTLY 
-! TO WASHINGTON OR VIA SAIGON. 
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OTO WHITE HOUSE CATTN MR DAVID MCMANIS FOR SERIES CHECK> 
wZEM 
= T Q P S ii 8 R Ii I WMiRJ: 8iilsT1\ 8QNTR8Jslsli8 ITliM 
~EXCLUSIVE FOR DELTA CONTROL OFFICER 
Ml) 

~WARNING: THE COM! NT CONT AI NED HERE! N IS UNUSUAl.1. Y SENSITIVE. 
d IF A USIB MEMBER COR HIS SPECIALLY DESIGNATED DEPUTY> APPROVES 
UT HE USE OF THIS COMPARTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SECRET CODEWORD 

PUBLICATION, THE PRECISE COMINT SOURCE OR TARGET <WHICHEVER 
IS SENSITIVE) SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSSIBLE 
AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 
IN Al.L OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 

0 SECURITY CONTROLS. 
w 
11!, TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
«n OORMAL DISTRIBUTION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUBSERIES 
00 DOLL-VND. Pl.EASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 
~EXIST ING DELTA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS d TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 

~VIETNAMESE CSOUTH> FRENCH 
[;:XXMMENP01F0072348 
~ 3/00/DOLL-V ND/T -72 
«BJ 
en 
~SAIGON SAYS NOTHING MORE TO DISCUSS UNTIL "VITAL POINTS" 
URESOLVED; PHUONG TO GO TO SAIGON BEFORE RETURNING TO 

WASHINGTON, BAC TO GO BACK TO LONDON FROM PARIS 

xx cc 
FR SAIGON: PRESIDENT• S OFFICE; 

0 CCPRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT>> 
W HOANG DUC NHA 13 DEC 72 1640 
LL TO PARIS: CCSOUTH VIETNAMESE 

00 w 
<( 

DEl.EGAT ION)>; AMBASSADOR PHAM · 
DANG LAM FLASH · 2965/ PTT/BT/trJ 

d WE WISH TO CONFIRM TO YOU THAT OUR GOVERNMENT STILL HOLDS THE 
POSITION THAT AS LONG AS THE VITAL POINTS ARE NOT RESOLVED IT IS 

~
ESS TO DISCUSS DETAILS. 

PLEASE TELL AMBASSADOR CCTRAN KIM>> PHUONG TO TAKE THE FIRST 
ANE FOR SAIGON, I REPEAT, SAIGON. AMBASSADOR CCVUONG VAN)) 

B WILL RETURN TO 1.0NDON. . 
PRESENT THE IDEAS OF PRESIDENT C <THIEU)) IN CC HIS>) MESSAGE 

OONCERNING THE TRUCE IN YOUR SPEECH TOMORROW CCAt THE PLENARY -:Jt-'6f 
~SSION OF THE PEACE TALKS>>. MAKE MUCH OF THE STIR CREATED 
BY THIS OFFER IN THE PRESS ETC. • •• 

-- . REGARDS. - . . - . --
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,d WARNING: THE COMINT CONTAINED HEREIN IS UNUSUALLY SENSITIVE. 
IF A USIB MEMBER COR HIS SPECIALLY DESIGNATED DEPUTY> APPROVES 
THE USE OF THIS COMPARTMENTED ITEM IN A TOP SECRET CODEWORD 
PUBL !CAT 10 N, THE PRECISE CO MINT SOUR CE OR TARGET CW HI CHE VER 
IS SENSITIVE> SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE POSSIBLE 

·
0 

AND NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE NSA DELTA REFERENCE SERIAL. 
·w IN ALL OTHER CASES, THIS MATERIAL MUST BE MAINTAINED UNDER DELTA 
· ~ ~CUR ITY CONTROLS. · 

.()]) TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE. 
,~ WR MAL D ISTR 18 UT ION FOR THIS MESSAGE IS IN THE DELTA SUB SERIES 
_j OOLL-VND. PLEASE ADVISE IF ANY LIMITATIONS OVER AND ABOVE 
'U EXIST ING DELTA RESTRICTIONS ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
1 TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 

0 
w 
'lL VIETNAMESE <SOUTH> 
<ff> >O<MMENP01F007234 8 
(ff) 3/00 /DOLL -V ND If - 72 

·<( AVS,LFR /FORP 18 • 
.J 
'U THIEU RESPONDS TO PAR IS DELEGATION QUERY RE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

SANCE ON FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER'S STATE ME NT 

xx cc 
0 

FR SA lGON: OFF ICE OF THE PRESIDE NT; 
:W <<PRESIDENT !AL PRESS SECRETARY>) 

LL TO 
(ff) 
(j') 
<{ 

HOANG DUC NHA · 12 DEC 72 2030H 
PARIS: C<DELEGATION>>; AMBASSADOR 

PHAM DANG LAM FLASH 349~/PTI /BT /C"I 
SECRET. 

J 

·Q PURSUANT IO YO UR TELEGRAM NR • 533, PRES IDE NT CCT H!EU)) 'S 
IDEAS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 

THE ROLE OF FRANCE IN SOUTH VIETNAM IS NOT A PROBLEM FOR US, 
· OlNS IDER ING THE GOOD RELATIONS OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS HAVE HAD FOR 

A LONG TIME. IF THE PROBLEM ARISES NOW, WE WILL HAVE TO 
O REEVALUATE OUR RELATIONS., THE COMMUNISTS RESPONDED SOLELY FOR 
W fROPAGANDA PURPOSES AND THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT MUST REALIZE THAT. 
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" ~ u LIMITATIONS ON DISTRIBUTION ARE REQUIRED. THIS MESSAGE WAS 

TRANSMITTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ONLY. 
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-~ 
Ll 

SOUTH VIETNAMESE REPORT KISSINGER DEPARTURE FROM PAR IS; 

AMBASSADOR LAM TO PRESENT THIEU'S IDEAS AT REGULAR 

11:: THURSDAY PEACE TALKS SESSION ON 14 DECEMBER 
lg] 
J)) 

j FR PAR IS: SOUTH VIETNAMASE DELEGATION; C <AMBASSADOR)) 

J 

PHAM DANG LAM 13 DEC 72 2200 
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TOP SECRET~ 

- --<d5R~- HtNRY A~)) KIS.SINGER DEPARTED ORLY «AIRPORT>) THIS 

·:n m <( EVENING AT 2100 HOURS AFTER HIS MEETING WITH LE DUG THO. 
d 
u 

HE TOLD US BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE THAT NOTHING NEW CAME OUT OF THIS , 

~ MEETING; THE COMMUNISfS ARE S\~LL SEEKING ~IN TIME, 

~ IN A BRIEF' STATEMENT TO THE PRES~ THE AIRPORT HE 

m 
(ff) 
~ ((KISSINGER)) MERELY SAID THAT HE WOULD STAY IN CONTACT WITH 
d 
u 

LE DUC THO IN ORDER TO DETERMINE WHETHER ANOTHER MEETING 

IS NECESSARY~ HE ALSO TOLD US THAT IT WAS NOT KNOWN IF AND 
ID 
w 
~WHEN HE WILL RETURN TO PARIS. NEVERTHELESS, HE SAID EXPLICITLY 
00 
m 
<( 
d 
u 

THAT THIS WAS NOT A BREAK-DOWN, AND THAT HE DID NOT FORESEE AN 

IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT BEFORE CHR !ST MAS. 

ID CONCERNING THE «AVENUE>) KLEBER SESSION CCOF THE PEACE 
w 
~ 
(;J) TALKS)) TOMORROW, I WILL PRESENT THE IDEAS OF PRESIDENT ((THIEU>) 
00 
~ 
..JON THE TRUCE, THE OPENING OF NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE VIETNAMESE 
u 

PARTIES, AND THE LIBERATION OF pow· s ~ 

8 AMBASSADOR ((THAN KIM)) PHUONG WILL LEAVE PARIS TOMORROW 

~[TI: 

00 MORNING AND WILL ARRIVE IN SAIGON FRIDAY EVENING BY AIR VIETNAM 
,Vl» 
·~ 
;_J 
U FLIGHT 687 FROM BANGKOKo AMBASSADOR ((VUONG VAN)) SAC RETURNED 

(o]LONDON TODAY. 

;J 13 DEC 72 22QJ2Z 
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