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MIGS ACTIVE IN SOUTHERN NVN ON 16 JUNE REPORT SHOOTDOHN OF U.S. AIRCRAFT. 
xx cc 

OllCE·AGAIN BAI THUONG AIRFIELD HAS UTILIZED AS A STAGillG AREA FOR NVN MIGS, ON 
16 JUNE, RESULTillG IN THE INTERCEPT AUD SHOOTDOHN OF A U.S.·F-4 AIRCRAFT. AT 
0751, HIO MIG-21 'S, DOTtl PROBllDLE FISHDED "F", DEPARTED PHUC YEN l\llD AFTER 
ORBITTillG IU THE -PHUC YEN AREA HI ORDER TO COUSUME EXCESS FUEL, FLHI SOUTH- OF 
BAI THUONG AIRFIELD WHERE DOTH LAUDED DY 0818. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, THE~E 
MIG-2l'S HERE FOLLOWED BY THO MIG17'S WHICH DEPARTED HAllOI GIA LAM AT -0833 AND 
FLEW STRAIGHr TO BAI THUONG. DOTH MI0-17'S LANDED BY·0846. AT 3903, THt SAME 
TWO MIG-21'5 WHICH HAD EARLIER DEPLOYED TO DAI THUONG DEPARTED THE AIRFIELD 
AUD, UUDER THE CMMDHIED DIRECTIOU OF THE BAI HfllOllG AllD VINH CONTROLLERS FLEN 
GENERALLY SOUTH TOHARD IHGRESSIHG U.S. STRIKE AIRCRAFT. AT S913, THE BAI THUOHG 
COtlTROLLER IllFOflED HIE MIG PILOTS THAT THERE HERE FOUR HOSTILE AIRCRAFT 9iY , 
DEGREES TO THE LEFT 21.6°IMTUTTCAL MILES Al-IAY AllD AT AN ALTITUDE OF 8,232FEET.1 
OllE MrnUTE LATER, l\N UIHD.ENTIFIED COtHROLLER REPORHD THAT THERE l·IERE nm F-4'S 
"CIRCLING OVER THERE." LATER DURING THE MINUTE, WHEN AT A POSITION .. ' . 
APPROXIMATELY 2U tlH NORTHHEST OF VINH, THE LEAD MIG PILOT REPORTED VISUAL 
CONTACT WITH OtlE HOSTILE. THE DAI- THUONG CONTROLLER REPORTED HIAT THE HOSTILES 
l·IER HEADIUO TOl·IARD HIE MIGS. THE MAIN CONT ROLL ER Al DAI THUONO AIRFIELD THEii 
ORDERED THE HIG PILOTS TO OPEii BOOSTERS, GAIN ALTITUDE AND ATTACK. THE 
COtlTOLLER FURTHER ORDERED THE MIG !PLOTS llOT TO GO OVER THE COAST. A"f. 9916, 
DOTH PILOTS REPORTED THAT OtlE HOSTILE AIRCRl\FT HAS DURNING. DOTH~MIGS THEN 
DROKE OFF THE ATTACK AllD PROCEEDED ON AFTERBURNERS GENERALLY NORTH IN TRAIL 
FORMATION TOWARD BAI THUOllG. THE PILOTS WERE HARNED OF HOSITLES TO THE REAR AND:' 
DID NOT TURN OFF THEIR AFTER- DURtlERS UNTIL e92~. AT 0925, TliE Wl~GMAN WHEN 
ASKED BY THE CONTROLLR IF HE HAD FIRED MISSILECS), REPLIEn AFFIRM~TIVELY. D 
LANDED AT BAI THUONG BY 0927. AT 3918, A SHORT TIME AFTER THE ENGAGEMENT, THE 
THO MIG-17'5 WHICH HAD EARLIER DEPLOYED TO DAI THUONG DEPARTED THE AIR~IELD AND 
FLEH COVER Ill THE BAI 'J;.tlllONG AREA AT AN ALTITUDE OF l,6(1if FEET FOR THE MIG-2l'S 
RETURNING FROM THE AREA"··oF HIE El-IGAGEMENT. DY ~955 BOTll MIG-17'S HAD LAUDED AT 

_DAI THUONG. AT lfll 7 I Ttff nm MIG-21 's AGAIN DEPARTED BAI THUOUG AllD PROCEEDED i· 
SOUTH TO THE VltlH AREA ·!N All ATTEMPT TO ENGAGE HOSTILE AIRCRAFT OPERATlllG IU 
THE AREA. THE MIGS REPORTEDL~ APPROACHED TO HITHill 8.1 NAUTICAL MILES OF THE 
HC'STILES: Hcn·IEVER, 11.0 EtlGAGEMEUT Ell,SUED. AT 133Z, 1·11-tEll AT A POSITIOtl OF 21 llM 
HEST NORTHWEST OF VIHH THE,MICS REVERSED COU~SE AND FLEH DIRECTLY TO PHUC YEN 
AIRFIELD l·IHERE -TtlEY LANDED AT APPROJUMATELY 1349. AT 1036, THE HIO MIG-17'S 
DEPARTED BAI THUONG AIJD FLEW DIRECTLY TO HANOI GIA LAM WHERE THEY LANDED AT 
1351. COMMENTS: OPERATIONAL DATA ~EVEALS THAT ONE NAVY F-4.JMILKVINE> WAS 
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