
DOCID: 4~_2_27.63 _ 
- ~ .. 

'(b)(3)-P.L. 86-36 

TBP SEERET l:ntBRA N"faltN 

CATEGORY = 2 H = 943 

MESSAGE = JJ459896 

.INGMSGINGMSGJl7J45JZCCRDA942 ~ 
RR) }DE 

I ] 14 1491145 . ll :' ·. \i~ ~ 
ZKZK RR HAH DE p \?( 
R l81131Z i FM USJ-794 
TD CG 1FIRST MAH AFSSO UDDRN ZEN/AFSSO MACY INFO DIRN "c::::::JusM-8Jf8 . 
ZEM . 

T 9 p· 5 E e R E T TRilfE HeftHUi SECTION TWO OFf!f ,, ... ,-1..,ift!T.--. WEEKLY AIR DEFENSE 
WRAP-UP.THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF SIGINT/COLLATERALREFLECTIONS OF·SOUTHEAST 
ASIA COMMUNIST BLOC AIRDEFENSE AND FLIGHT ACTIVITY FDR THE PERIOD OF 13 
THROUGHT 19 DEB 68. ACTIVITY BY IL-l'i~S ON S7 AND S8 FEBRUARY DIFFERS IN THAT 
THE 17 FEBRUARY ACTIVITY IS SUGGESTIVE OF PARA-DROPOR CARGO DELIVERY, WHILE · 
THAT OF SI FEBRUARY INDICATES AGROUNDlATTACK MISSION.ON 17 FEBRUARY, THE PILOTS 
INDICJTED THEY WOULD NOTDROP UNTIL THEY HAD SIGHTED A SPECIFIC GROUND ~---
REFERENCEPOINTi WHICH IS UNUSUAL• ASfcRDUTINE NAVIGJTIDNAL PROCE-DURDS SHOULD BE 
SUFFICIENT TO PLACE THE AIRCRAFT IN SITIDN FDR NORMAL DROP ACTIVITY.DURING 
THE SB FEBRUARY ACTIVITY• THE REFERE CES JO BOMBS ARE THE FIRST IHDICATIONS 
THAT NVN IL-l~'S AREEQUIPPDD TO PE:'.°RF.CRM A GROUND ATTACK MISSION. AS THE 
DNEIL-1'+ RELEASED HIS ORDNANCE OVERiTHE HOA LAC BOMB RANGE.THE PILOT REPORTED 
HE HAD DROPPED THEM AS •DUDS, n BECAUSEtfE WAS "ORDERED. NOT TD -·EXPLODE THEM. n 
THIS HOULD SUGGEST A MORE SOPHISTICATED. WEAPONS- SYSTEM'. THAN THE RE-FUZED12JJMM .... 
~~=~~~L R~~~~~Ew~~~~R~~~~Tf~3P{;~gP~Iy~~--~;5rf~~~~gT~~ ~if ;J~~¥~~~EA~~~c~R~: TAC~~: ··.o 

DESPITE UNFAVORABLE WEATHER CONDITIONS, PLUS THE FACT THAT ONLY TWO OF THE 
MISSIONS WERE POSSIBLY SUCCESSFUL WOULDTEND TD INDICATE THAT FURTHER FLIGHTS BY 
TRANSPORTS INTO THIS AREAHILL WE~ PERFORMED, PROBABLY IN SUPPORT OF 
OPERATIONS IN THE KHE SANH AREA. MIG-2l REACTION TD J3 FEBRUARY A.H. 
STRIKESTHE NVN STAGED A MULTI-REA TION FO~CE OF THREE MIG-21 1 SAGAINST THE A.H. 
COMMANDO CLUB STRIKD ON THE UTYEN QUANG ARMYBARRACKS. ONE MIG-21 WAS INITIALLY 
SCRAMBLED FROM PHUC YEN UNDERDIRECTION OF THE SENIOR DRV GCI CONTROLLER. THIS 
HIG-21HAS VECTORED ·wEST AT 23,SSJFT IN THE NORMAL PJTTERN RUNAGAINST THE LADS 
INGRESS.FOUR MINUTES LATER, TWO ADDITIONAL HIG-21 1 S WERE SCRA-MBLED FROM PHUC 
YEN. THESE TWO HIG-21 1 S WERE UNDER THEDIRECTIDN OF THE PHUC YEN AIRFIELD 
CONTROLLER AND WERE VEC-TORED IN CO-ORDINATION WITH THE SINGLE HIG-Zl; WHO 
HASRUNNING A TAIL CHASE INTERCEPT. THE TWO HIG-2l'S WERE VEC-TORED NORTHWEST UP 
THE RED RIVER AT 23,f~~FT. THE REACTIONHAS APPARENTLY TIMED FOR A SIMULTANEOUS 
ATTACK· ON· THE STRIKEFORCE UTIL IZIHG A PINCER TACT.IC 1;~THE·::SINGLE .MIG-21-..··' · · - · ~-: -
ATTACKINGFROM A TAIL CHASE POSITION HHIE THE TWO.MIG-2l'S QUARTEREDIN FROM THE 
SOUTHEAST.'PtlE ATTACK WAS JIROKEN UP BY THE QUICK REACTION OF GAMBlTFLIGHT WHO 
TURNED ::::rrro rn E THREAT AS DIRECTED BY m-G~At EP.TS. AN THE ENSUING ENG~GEMENT rn 
WHICH GAMBIT FIRE!: 21MM CANNCNAND 2 AAH'·S-., THE MIG-2l'S WERE ORDERED TO 
"COUNTER-ATTACK .•. IF YOU HAVE THE ADVANTAGE ..• ATTACK RESOLUTELY.'' THE NUMBERTWD 

_MIG OF THE PAIR OF MIG-2l'S FIRED 2 AAH'S WHICH POSED NDTHREAT TO GAMBIT. THE 
SINGLE MI0-21 .REPORTED AN "AIRCRAFT BURNlNG,• ANDTHE PHUC YEN CONTROLLER 
INFORMED THE FLIGHT LEADER OF THEPAIR OF HIG-2l'S THAT THIS LONG MI-21 HAD 
aDOWNED AN AIR-CRAFT ALREADY.• ND U.S. AIRCRAFT HERE DAMAGED DURING 
THISACTIVITY AND POSSIBLY THE LONE PILDT SIGHTED AN AFTERBURNERFLASH. ND 
AIRCf\AF"?" :·!ERf LOST TD DAMAGED ON EITHER SIDE ANDTHE MIG-21 'S BROICE THE 
ENGAGEMENT, PULLING UP TO 3iJ,9UFTAND RETURNING TO PHUC YEN.THE PAIR OF . 
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REFLECTED IH SIGINT ASBEING THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND AGGRESSIVE OF THE NVN 
MIG-21PILOTS. PILOTS OF GAMBIT FLIGHT COMMENTED DN THE EXPERTFLYING SKILL 
DEMONSTRATED BY THESE PILOTS DURING THE ENGAGE-MENT. THE TACTIC UTILI-ZfD BY THE 
NVN IS ONE WHICH HAD NOT BEENOBSERVED IN USE BY MIG-2l'S, HOWEVER: A SIMILAR 
TACTIC USINGMI0-17 1 S IN CODRDINATED ATTACKS WITH MIG~'fs..lN • .IH~J>HU THDAREA 
HAS NOifD_EOR A SHORT PERIOD OF TIMD IN MID-DECEMBERS NVN MI0•21.SHODTDOHN OF 

lJERSE1ilUR'T!""J2 ' CFU2)~ Ir FEB-RUARY 1968. THO VIETNA SE-PILOTED HIG-21'5 HERE 
INITIALLY REFLECTEDAIRBORNE FROM PHUC YEN AT J848Z. THE TWO MIGS HERE ORDEREDTO 
ASSUME A HEADING·DF 2SS DEGREES AND CLIMB TO 23,SSJFT AT485KTS.• AS THE TWO 
MIGS HEADED SOUTHWEST. A THIRD MIG-21NAS SCRAMBLED FROM PHUC YEN UNDER CONTROL 
OF THE ·SENIOR DRYGCI CONTROLLER. THIS MIG-21 HAS APPARENTLY ASSIGNED THEMISSIN \ 
OF PROVIDING COVER FOR THE OTHER TWO MIGS AND WASVECTORED TO THE WEST AT I 
26.SBSFT. THE SINGLE MIG-21 HASNOT INVOLVED IN THE ATTACK ON JERSEY WHITE.THE 
TWO REACTING MI~-Zl'S ·HERE ADVISED THAT THO "HOST-ILES~ WERE TO THEIR LEFT 
FRONT AT AN ALTITUDE OF 31,SBBFT.AT sasaz, THE TWO MIG-2l'S HERE DRERED TD TURN !' 
TO 26SDEGREES AND CLIMB TO lS,S8JFT. THE PHUC YEH CDNTROLLERADVISED THAT THEY 
HERE 4918FT LOWER THAN THE "HOSTILES" ANDTHEN ORDERED THE MIGS TO GO TO • 
AFTERBURNER AND MAINTAIN ASPEED OF S95KTS. SHORTLY AFTER, THE PHUC YDN • 
CONTROLLER ADVISED THAT THE"HOSTILES" WERE 19NMS TO THE MIGS' RIGHT FRONT AND 1• 
THAT THEYWERE TURNING TOWARD THE MIG-21'5. THE MIGS AT THIS.PDINTHERE VECTORED 
TO A HEADING OF 291 DEGREES AND INFORMED THATTHE ·TJRGET MAS NOH BELOW THEM. AS . ._ 
THE "HOSTILES• HERE . RE-FlECTED HEADING-.,HORTHEASTJ: ::T-HE·MIGS HERE VECTORED SOUTH· ·· -· :. 
OFTHEIR POSITION AND HERE DIRDCTDD -TO .SHUT DDHN' AFTERBURNERAS THE ·HOSTILE" 
SPEED WAS 461KTS.THE HOSTILES TURNED TD A HEADING OF 118 DEGREES AND THEMIG 
PILOTS REPORTED SIGHTING "TWO HOSTILE." THE MIGS THENWENT TO AFTERBURNER. 
ROLLING IH BEHIND JERSEY WHITE FLIGHTAT A DISTANCE OF 6.SNMS, 16SBFT ABOVE 
THEM.THE MIGS HERE ORDERED TD "MOVE IN AND LOCK ON ... TARGETSARE GOING STRAI~HT I 
AND LEVEL." THD PHUC YDN CONTROLLER AD-VISED THAT THEY HAD NOTHING TO WORRY 
ABOUT SINCE THERE WASNDTHING BEHIND THEM. HE DIRECTED THE MIGS TD "DIVIDE 
THEWORK AND DESTROY BOTH TARGETS ••. USE FULL AFTERBURNER."9SS NNNN 
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