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lHE. LATE nsez HOUR A FLIGHT OF TWO RF4CSHER~ TARGETWED FOR , CCE ALONG 
A STRIP .FROM 21-24NlS5-32E TO 2l-S9N JS5-51E. DURIUG THEIR MISSION THEYl~ERE 
FIRE'D ON. BY TWO SAM BNS HITH FOUR SA-·Z MISSILES.ONE RF4C WAS DAMAGED AND 
SUBSEQUE~LY LOST. BOt, :·:~o::~F THE RF4C HERE CAPTURED. DURING THE APPROACH AND 
TARGET RUtt CONTI~UOUSIGNALS HERE RECEIVED. AT Bl52Z, WHILE AT 
21~3aNlB5-45E, OPERAT OORTS STATE THE PILOTS SAW TWOSAMS THAT PASSED 
BEHI~D Attl DELOH THE FLIGHT. SHORTLYAFTERHARDS, A THIRD AND FOURTH MISSILE WERE 

. ·.SIG~TED·WHJLETHE ACFT HERE AT 21-26N 1S5-5BE AND 21-25N 1B5-53E.ALTHO NOttE OF 
'THE MISSILES HIT THE ACFTi ONEAPPARENTLY SUFFERED BATTLE DAHAGE AND THE CREW 

· .EJECTED AT2f-54N 1S5-3BE. DEGitHIItlG AT Sl4<1Z, SAM BH <V~l463 l-1.'\S 
REFLECTEDREPORTlttG TRACKING DATA ON THE lMGRESSING RECCE FLIGHT.INITIALLY 

·.DETECTED 63 NMS l·IEST NORTH NEST OF HAUOI THERAID l'IAS TRACKED UNTIL al53Z '·IHEN 
TWO HISSILESJ~ERELAUNCHED AT A RANGE OF 11:8 NMS. THE TARGET AT THIS TlMEHAS IN 
lHE VIC OF 21':"3111 Ui5-47E. THE 811 5UBSEQUEtlTL YREPORTED TllAT THE MISSILES 

· EXPLODED AT THE TARGET AllD ASTHE TARGET PASSED THE Bii, THEY TURNED TO 18it 
EGREES TOFIRE~AGAIN, BUT HERE UllADLE TO PICK THE TARGET UP.AttALYSIS OF 
TRACKING DATA SUGGESTS THAT THE BN IS ,L.QC~_lEDIH THE VIC OF 21-21H 11J5-52E. 
APPROXIMATELY 511. MINUTES LATER, SAM .D,H>,Vl424>WASNOTED IN COMMUNICATIONS HITH 
THE 238TH RFT CTLR. THECONVERSATlONS-iNDICAfEED THAT THE AAA HAD CAPTURED 
BOTHPILOTS ALIVE.. REFEREllCE ~IAS ALSO MADE TO TTHE LAUNCli OFTHO MISSILES DY A 

·NEIGHBORING BN, THE TARGET HAS REPORTEDTO HAVE PASSED OVER ALREADY AND WAS FAR 
NHEU THE MISSILESDETONATED. SillCE DOTH BNS HAD LAUNCHED ALMOST 
SIMULTANEOUSLY,ANOD THE ACFT HAD NOT DEEN DOHNED INMEDIATELY,THERE HAS A 
PRO BL EM OF HHICH 811 SllOUL D GET THE CREDIT FFORTHE SHOOTDOl-!tl. JAMMING HAD 
PROABLY DEEN ENCOUNTERED SillCETHE CLTR REPORTED THAT, IT WS RAIINING VERY HARD. 
THISIS BELEIVED TO \ ' · : 

_oF INTERS • ON THE-·FoLLOl.JING DAY THE 2 8TH RGT"CTLRWAS NOTED Itf A PROPAG"NDE 
MESSAGE TO '~V.1424"• REFERENCING THECAPTURE -ALIVE OF THE THO PILOTS, AND A MESSAGE 
HASREFLECTED BEING XMITTED FROM LAO CAI TO HANOI CONGRATULATINGTHE HANOI 
HAIPHONG MILITARY ON THEIR COMBINEDEFFORTS OF SHOOTING DONN Afl AMERlCAN ON THE 
l 7TH. 2. DURIHG TUE llS3SZ THE 85iJSZ AUD THE fJ91iHJZ HOURS, USllSTRIKE F-URCES 
ATTACKED THE HAIPllDtlG RR/H~IY DRIIJllE. THESE STRIKE l'IERE SUBJECTED TO HEAVY DRV 
SAM ACTIVIlY BUTNO US ACFT WERE LOST OR DAMAGED TO SAMS. THE INITIAL Sl~IKE 
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