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SUBJ ENEMY ACTIVITY IN 2 MILITAR REGION/INCLUDING ATTACKS ./ . / . . ·.····· .. ·· 
TEXT THOM, SALA DENE DINE PASS ANO PHOU PHA\Tffl SECTOR / •• / .·.·/ .i 

DURING THE PERIOD 17TH FEBRUARCLTO 19TH MARCH 1968. XCC / ... •// / i 
I. INTRODUCTION THIS REPORT REVIEWS ENEMY ACTIVITY IN 2 ... ···· .. /// ./ .·••• 
MILITARQ REGION cc2 MR>) INCLUDING THE ATTACK AND_. ~:~ATJQ. N ... / ...... . ./ 
OF THA THOM < C! !t> AND SALA DENE DINE PASS <~--- _ 'l / .. > •. • 
IN SOUTHERN 2 MR ON 21ST AND 2STH FEBRUARE RESPEC~ · , / / <• . . ••. 
AND THE SERIES OF ATTACKS IN PHOU PHA THI SECTOR CULMINATING.> ./ .• ·· 
IN THE LOSS OF THE RADAR SITE AT PHA THI ON llTH M~ .. ·· . 68.. .····· i 
2. THE REPORT SHOULD BE READ IP CONJUNCTION WITH 2 . /.. ./ Cl7-6.8 .i 
OF l MARCH 1968. THE REPORT IS COMPILED FROM MESSA / . ERCE;PTED.• 
OVER RLA COMMUNICATIONS DURING THE PERIOD l7TH FEBRUAR TO , / / 
l9TH MARCH 19'8. II. SUMMARQ ENEMY ACTIVITY IN THA.THOM . . . 
- SALA DENE DINE SECTORS FROM 21ST .FE_BRU':: ;: ~B.TH M_ ARC.ff. o . /> 3. THE FALL AND OCCUPATION OF THA THOM C ___ _ _:_ __ > BY THREE .-/ 
ENEMY BATTALIONS, ON 21ST FEBRUARQ, AND .··. · C SE OF / ' • 
ENEMY PRESSURE ALONG THE ;:~I; ~[ADING TO AND EVENTUALLY . /i 
AT SALA DENE DINE PASS c4 ______ ), HAS.REPORTED .. lN A SERIES.-
OF RLA COMMUNICATIONS DU H PERID"D~ 4. LATE ON 21ST /i . 
FEBRUARQ BV 23 AND ADC TROOPS RETREATED FROM THA THOM TOWARDS 
SALA DENE DINE. FROM 21ST FEBRUARQ ENEMY MORTAR FIRE AND •. . ..·· 
ONE WEAK BATTALION WERE i::~:~f~ty HARRASSING 3RD COMPANY/ i 
2lBI AT SALA DENE DINE C~l.OCATED 13/KMS SOUTH-EAST .. ···· 
OF THA THOM ON ROUTE 4 L PAKSANEl). GMl 7i IN RESPONSE .· • 
TD THE CRITICAL SITUATION ORDERED A 24 HOURS ALERT ANDIEDDUBLED. 
VIGILANCE OF BRIDGES AND FERRQ/CRDSSINGSBY ALL/TROOPS/ALONG . 
THE ROUTES FROM PAKSANE TO VIENTIANE •. 5. THE DETERIORATING 
SITUATION AT SALA DENE DINE/CULMINATED IN ENEMY TROOPS CAPTURING 
THE POSITION FOLLOWING A STRONG ATTACK LATE .ON 25TH iFEIRUAR. . . 
THIRTY TROOPS 3RD COMPANY 2lBI LEF.T AT THE POSITION/HERE 
ATTEMPTING TO MEET WI_nVTHE COMM_ A_ ND POST 2\: :H~~H , THO 
DAYS LATER WAS REPORTED AT PHOU TINH PIT C ; ~ > 6. 
FROM 22ND FEBRUARQ RLA REINFORCEMENTS WEREEi THE . 
AREA SOUTH OF SALA. DENE DINE AND ON 27TH FEBRUARi 12TH BATTE~.· . 
HITH 115 MM GUNS MD~:: ~: dINFDRCE PAKSANE, AND THEN FURTHER .• 

OF 12 BI TD PRDTECTO ~ BETWEEN /BAN THA BOK (C D> .· NEST TO MUONG KAO C . ~>. HQ 5 MR ALSO ORJ)ERE~ ~:~~:S: / .· 
AND PAKSANE. 7. FROM 23RD TD 29TH FEBRUAR, ENEMY A 1' / i 
IN THA THOM :.. SALA DENE Dl:NE AREAS /lNCLUDED THE A.TTACK AND' • 

. OCCUPATION o·F PHOU MDUNE . (cl !. SITUATED 16 KMS NEST / : . 
OF SALA_ DENE DINE>> D_N. 24TH FEBRUA~:- ::E ~-VEMENT OF. ENEJtlY_ . • _./ 

TED ALONG ·rHE NAM SANE RIVER 8 N IOU NHAY • i 
FDRCE.·S f'URTHER SOUTH TD MUONG BO C__ __ _> AND A ~A ION. 

BO Cd D> AND MUONG KAO Cd )> ARRI · >. REP.D~:: ;: .RLA REFUGEES FROM :~:NG :EUANG [ ), 

AT PAKSANE,f 1.IED FROM 23RD FEBRU • B 23 TROOPS HERE 
TD BE TRANSPORTED FROM PAKSANE TD SAM THONG. a. ON 27TH 
FEBRUARE, AN RLA UNIT IN THA THOM AREA ADVISED THAT THE 
SECTOR WAS STILL UNDER HEAVY ARTILLERQ ATTACK. A MESSAGE 
OF 28TH FEBRUARQ REPORTED THAT ENEMY INTENTIONS IN THE AREA 
WERE TD MOVE SOUTH ALONG THE NAM SANE VALLEY, SITUATED SOUTH-EAST 
OF SALA DENE DINE, HEST TOWARD PHOU MDUNE AND MUONG BO, 
AND SOUTH TOWARD SALA DENE DINE, THE LAST THREE POSITIONS 
HAVING BEEN ATTACKED WITHIN THE PREVIOUS FOUR DAYS. XHH 
681 
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NEMY ACTIVITY IN 2 MILITl\RN REGION INCLUDING ATTACKS 
THOM~ SALA DENE DINE PASS. AND PHO PHA THI SECTOR 

DURING THE PERIOD 17TH FEBRUARQ TD l9TH MARCH 19'8. XCC 
9. DURING THE FIRST WEEK'. OF MARCH THE DEFENCE OF PAKSANE>. > .f / .. / .. 

CONTINUED :TT~ :aarTALION' COMMAND COMP"'NY 12 BI MO' VING' T' a:/.> J'' / /•/' 
THA BOK C d_E T .. t> ON 2ND ?:C~:C Q~E COMPANY 12 BI MOVI~ / <u/. 

~~l\f~~ 3RDDCoM~~~~/~~ ~~ 1-PHD~lT~=~ ~X¥N?c . / J:-1 /uu/ 

Tr.;NoRTH A¥~A~~~ ~~o~c D~~A~G~~~R~~s~~~g~sE:i AND //; ,' lx:c unepAND THE REPORTED LOCATION OF Z4PATH /. PL» ... / 
· B Tl AtlbN AND 2 PL BATTALION. ENEMY ACTIVITY .IN PHDE PHA //·. 
THI SECTOR FROM. 2fTH FEBRUARQ TD 19TH MARCH. 11. ON Z3RD .. / . .· 
FF~RUAI: A MEETING OF ENEMY MILITARQ AND CIVILIAN AUTHDR.ITIES/ 

~~ REc u1+~~=~uh~Ti8u:Gs~~~EfM0~H~Nf[g4'B~fg~n~~ lri1¥~i~~s / ···/ . · 

1=~0"'IV~A~Af~N~~R0~L 0vi~C#PB~ ~n~·ru~ArR~x~~ig~Ig:/Y~~ . 
THE MOVEMENT OF ENEMY TROOPS I.NTO . PHOU PAH THI SECTOR HAS. 
REPORTED DURING THE. L.AST HEE.K OF FEBRUAR AND ~;j6~n;: : .· ,· ·· 
COMBINED PATHER LAD.fNORTH VIETNAJ4ESE <CP.~:~~ I 77 _____ i ,. .···· fi. BATTALION~ WHICH MOVED FROM SAM N'EUA"TO' /

7 * T ·· .i •··•i 
FEBRUAR. AIR STRIKES ON FOUR.ENEMY PDSI/ ~ENDING WI.THIN . 
5 KMS EAST 1:· ·:·~a~ P~A THI, ONE PN <CPNV» /BATTALll: ·;:•R ..... /•', NHOT PHAT. c:? j,. ONE NV UNVN» BATTAU.DN AT i .i t i' 
AND THE MDV E f L .14 BATTALION ON 21TH FEBRUA .··· .· · 
A POSITION 14 KMSNORTH EAST OF PHOU PHA>THI. ON 28TH F 

~ ;~; ~
TRIKES .·HERE D. IR.ECTED AT ENEMY T.R.·OOP·S· AT PHA .HAN"'-~__..,.. 

: ~ ::: IL/715 .BATTALION AND PL 615/BATTALION AT 
RESPECTIVELY. ON lST MARCtt Pl 613 BAT~ImC:;-:-' 
ATTALION WERE REPORTED AT BAN TALOK /( >. 

13. DURING THE FIRST WEEK OF MARCH,/ EN.EMY ATTACKS "..:n::D"l:'-....mE 

?' ac Zft:Ebl~~A z~~TM:~iE:D w::ESir D~F,..~~g~/~~A A T~~s~h&~D~o5~~-El\ST 
o~ PAA T I .AT PHA VE cb HHERE 31 RLA TROOP$ :::: ! i ! 
CAPTURED AND ON THE SAY,: KMS FURTHER iEAST ATl ! t / 
HHERE AC ZONE 13 POSITION HAS OCCUPIED BY 3fl ENEMY T S. ..· 
14. ENEMY BATTALIONS WERE REPORT.ED TD BE MOVING IN TD BEGIN . 
THE··· SERIES OF ATTACKS IN P.HOU PHJ ~:I ;:~.TOR .ON llTH M~· / 

WERE LOCATED ~e;: P:: BONG. <_ __ _ __ ), PHOU.CHE C · .. · 
LLN "HOUEI MA ( •> AND b 0 R POSITIONS I · 

SECTOR. 15. OH~CH/APPROXIMAIELY JWO .ENEMY COMPANIES 

~!T~~~E:E~2~i ~R,s~IT:Ift:NS~AtJ>~Hg~Dc~fs~ TRREITEi~AT¥ftIERIRSTRIP, 
LIMA SITE 115, AT ON llTJ ~::~H DNE PL BATTALION . 
REPORTEDLY MOVEDOO G KAO CD> TD A POSITION · 
2 KMS NORTH OF PHOU CHE AND, LATE DAY, COMMANDER BV 
27 ((MAJOR DOUANG TA>> ADVISED THAT CV 274 WAS UNABLE TO . 
HOLD THE POSITION. HOWEVER LT-COL PHANH <<COMMANDER BV 26>> 
ORDERED THAT PHOU CHE BE MAINTAINED AS A REGRD~~!:: ~:I~T 
FOR RLA TROOPS WITHDRAWING FROM HDUEI HIN SA ( D. 
16. A SECOND HEAVY ENEMY ATTACK AT PHO CHE DCC 3TH 
MARCH AND CV 274 AND AC ZONE lZ/A TROOPS DISPERSED AND COMMUNICA­
TIONS WERE LOST HITH THE POSITION. XHH 71f 
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SUBJ ACTIVITY IN 2 MILITAR REGION INCLUDING ATTACKS 
TEXT THOM, SALA DENE DINE PASS AND PHOU PHA THI SECTOR 

DURING THE PERIOD 17TH FEBRUAllQ TO 19TH MARCH 1968. XCC 
17. ON 9TH MARCH ENEMT TROOPS, ACCORDING TD AN ENEMY RADIO 
REPORT, SUFFE~11 ME· .. N KILLED FDl..LOWlN .. G A.N RLAF AlTA .. CK AT PHA BONG C llMA SITE 76». 18. ON l•TH MAR~ 
THO ENEMY BAT ATTACKED AND DCCUPIED····.BAN·.·1ANO···C. . .. . .. 
SIT.~ KM SDUTH·-.. H. ~HOU p ... "A THil> AND ANo· .. r.HE.····· .. ·.·····... ON AT HDUEI MA < l HAS ALSO HEAVILY ATTACKED .: 
ON AME DAY BY 31 · TROOPS~ 19~ IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH THESE ENEMY MOVEMENTS THE OFFENSIVE ON PHOO PHA Ttfl 
HAD BEGUN EARLY ON lfTH MARCH WHEN IT HAS REPORTED ·rHAT 
11THERE IS NO TIME TO GO BECAUSE THE ENEMY IS ASCENDING THE 
HEAD OF THE MOUNTAIN". LT-COL.PHANH CCCOMMANDER BV26)) REPORTED 
THAT 311 ENEMY TROOPS ATTACKED PHOU PHA THI AND THAT A TOTAL 
OF -11 ENEMY BATTALIONS" HERE DEPLOYED IN THE AREA. THE 
FINAL ASSAULT AND CAPTURE OF THE RADAR SITE OCCURRED AT . 

• • 

ISll HOURS ON llTH MARCH. THE SITE WAS DESCRI31 :6 -, ,ll/ , 
1431 1/PRDPAGANDA FACILITY TD HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED BY AMERICAN / 
SPECIAL FORCES AND WORK.ED BY U:S. ADVISERS ANDLAOTIAN TROOPS, ./ 
IN ORDER T OGUIDE 11 RLA AIRCRAFT ATTACKING THE SURROUNDING : ./ 
AREA". RADIO CONTACT WAS LOST AT 1131 HOURS FOLLOWING THE : .. / 
WITHDRAWAL OF THE RLA TROOPS TO JOIN WITH DPERATIONHQ PHOU:.IPHA/ 
THI AT THE BASE OF THE MDUl'llTAIN. 21. H34 CCHELICDPTERS» · ! .·' 
HERE REQUESTED TD ASSIST IN EVACUATION OF RLATRDDPS FROM / 
THE 11CRIIQ'" REA· ON 13TH MARCH 915 TROOPS WERE AT Houi::r 
HIN SA C · J AND OPERATION HQ PHOU PHA THI REPORTED· 
THAT THE N WAS LIKELY TO FALL 11IN A SHORT TIME",( · 
HOWEVER 826 TROOPS AND ALL WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT HAD.STILL 
NOT BEEN ACCOUNTED FOR. ON 19TH MARCH OPERATION HQ.PHOU 
PHA THI, BS21l, ::2~: AC ZONE 12/A AND AC ZONE u· ARRIVED 
AT MUONG KDUT <~; l LOCATED 31 KMS SOUTHWEST OF PHOU 
PHA THI>> AND HN DEPLOYED ON DEFENSIVE/POSITIONS 
~l~~Ae''E~0~fHpRCuM~n=GT~¥u~AR¥~i> ~~6~RISR~,~~~s:2~ ~=i'ICAN 
THO TROOPS HERE KILLED AND 37 HOUNDED, OF WHICH 32 WERE 
LAOTIAN AND S AMERICAN, TD A NLHX PRESS/PROPAGANDA FACILITY 
MESSAGE WHICH REPORTED 167 CASUALTIES AMONG WHICH WERE "ALMOST 
21 AMERICAN ADVISORS". 22. ~ l2TH MARCH AC ZDNEl'l3 
AT HOUEI KHAM MOUN LSlll, C~ LOCATED 9 KMS NORTH 
~:R~~0~1p~e I~~l~E~;sB:ff :tioN/~As B~~~~f~G·T~3iiA3~ AB~~D 
SI ICMS. TD A NEH PDJIIIDN NlAR UH7441 LDCA"rED 24 KMS NORTH , 
EAST OF HOA MUONG C. _). 24. ENEMY TROOPS CLAIMED 
ON 17TH MARCH TO HAVE SHOT OWN THO USF 115 JET AIRCRAFT 
AND ONE U.S. AD 6 AIRCRAFT BY PL AIR DEFENCE UNITS, Dµ-' 
AN ATTACK ON SAM NEUA. 25. THE LOSS OF BAN HOUEI SA C , 
SITUATED 12 KMS SOUTH WEST OF MUONG KOUT>> WAS REPORT 
ON 19 MARCH. DURING AN OVERFLIGHT BY HELICOPTER THE FOLLOWING 
DAY, COMMANDER CV 261 ((CAPTAIN KIA TDUVANG>> WAS KILLED 
WHEN THE HELICOPTER WAS SHOT DOHN, III. DETAILS. FULL DETAILS 
OF THIS REPORT WILL BE FOUND IN THE HARD COPY EDITION UNDER: 
THE SAME REFERENCE NUMBER. XHH 895 195 
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