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72 BETWEEll 195~Z AND 21ssz. 21 DECEMBER 72. NORTH VIET AIR SURVEILLANCE 
FACILITIES REFLECTED A MINIMUM OF 36 B-525 ACTIVE OVER N TERRITORY. 
PP.ELIMillAR'I COMlllT IS AVAILABLE 011 OHE 8-52 SHOT DOl·m BY SAMS. AT 2S31Z, AN 
UlllDEUTIFHD Ht~llOI AREA SAM BATTALION LAUNCHED A MISSILE AT A 8-52. AT 2S39Z, 
[LEMEHTS OF THE 264TH SAM REGIMENT, LOCATED JUST SOUlHHEST OF HANOI, WAS 
EllG.\OED Ill TRACKED HOSTILE AIRCRAFT Al-ID PREPARING TO FIRE MISSILES. AT 2842Z, 
THREE Ml5SILES HERE LAUNCHED AT A TARGET REPORTED TO BE 22 KILOMETERS FROM THE 
SITE. AT 2~46Z THO ADDITIONAL MISSILES WERE LAUNCHED AND AT 2349Z TWO ADDITONAL 
MISSILES l-IEkE LAUllCHED . A FIUAL HIO MISSILES HERE REPORTED LAUNCHED BY THE 
246Tll AT 2as2z AT APPROXIMATELY 21S3Z, AU OPERATOR AT OUE OF THE 264TH REGIMENT 
SIJBORDillATE l!ATTALIOllS REPORTED THAT THEY HAD $DOUE MELL,$ AHD THAT THE 
TARGET'S ALTITUDE HAS DECREASIUG AHO IT HAS PROBABLY GOING DOWH. NVN AIR 
SURVEILLANCE FACILITIES POSSIBLY REFLECTED THE FLIGHT OF THE DOWNED AIRCRAFT. A 
FLIGHT OF AIRCRAFT, IDEUTIFIED AS THREE B-52S, WAS INITIALLY REFLECTED AT 
19-2811 J SS- 2?E AT 2S27Z. TllE FLIGHT FLEl-1 GENERALLY NORTHEAST TO 21-28N UJ4-57E 
~T 2S44Z. THE B-52S TURllED AND FLEW SOUTHEAST TO 2S-48N 1S6-43E AT 2S49Z. THE 
FLIGHT HAS LAST HOTED OVER THE GULF OF TONKIN AT l9-45N 1S7-23E AT 2S55Z. 
COHMEUT, COLLATERAL SOURCES REPORTED THE LOSS OF THO B-52S TO SAMS WHILE 
STRIKING TARGETS Ill THE HAllOI AREA DURING THE LATE 2SSSZ HOUR. BEEPER SIGNALS 
MERE REf'OP.TEUL Y IllTERCEPTED FROM THE GULF OF TONKIN AT 2183Z AtlD 2134Z. FURTHER 
AHPLIFIYING DATA WILL BE REPORTED VIA SEPARATE SERIES 39S 18772 NNNN 
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