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This Document Contains information affecting the National Defense of Ihe Uniled Slales within
the meaning of the Espionage Laws, Title 18, U.S.C., Sections 793, 794 and 798, the lransmission
o tevelation of which in any mannet to an unauthorized pesson s prohibited by law,
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COMLNT REFLECTIONS OF THE SHOOTDOWN OF AN RASC AIRCRA.F‘I‘, 20 DECEMBER 1962

INTRODUCTIGN ' oy

INTERCEPI‘I OFCMULTT=CUANNEL RADIO RELAY FACILITIES SERVING THE DRV SAM ~
SYSTEM DURING THE PERIOD @942Z-g617Z, 2¢ DECEMBER 1965, CONTAINED CONVERSATIONS
REFLECTING THE SHOOTWOWN OF AN RASC AIRCRAFT ON THAT DAY. DURING THE 23062
HOUR ON THE 19TH, FOUR ATRCRAFT WERE DETECTED IN THE GULF OF TONKIN, THREE OF
'WHICH APPARENTLY ENTERED THE DRV LANIMASS IN THE GENERAL HATPHONG AREA AND
FLEW 70 AN UNDETERMINED POINT NORTHEAST OF UONG BI. THE ATRCRAFT THEN FLEW
BACK OUT INTO THE GULF OF TONKIN. AT THIS POINT ONE ATIRCRAFT, REPORTEDLY
FLYING ON A WESTERLY HEADING, RE-ENTERED THE DRV LANIMASS AND OVERFLEW UONG
BI. THE ATRCRAFT, DESCRIBED IN CUMMUNICATIONS AS EITHER AN A3 OR A5 TYPE,
WAS SHUT DOWN APPARENTLY ON THE TMMEDIATE WESTERN SIDE OF UONG BI BY AAA FIRE.
UF THE TWO CREW MEMBER, ONE WAS REPORTED DEAD, WHILE THE OTHER WAS INDICATED
TO BE WOUNDED AND APPARENTLY YN CRITICAL CONDITION. ALTHOUGH REFERENCES WERE
MAIE TO A RESCUE AYRCRAFY, O CANNCT BE DETERMINED WHETHER OR NOT THIS WAS

AN ASSUMPIION GR A REFLECY.((-8 OF AN AWARENESS THAT RESCUE UNITS HAD BEEN .ALEM'ED.

I'EJ ﬁ ..S

EESWEEN @0L22-8125Z LRV PERSINNEL AT THE HATIPHONG AREA saM REGIMENTAL
HEAUQUARTERS AND ATR/AIR DEFENSE HEADQUARTERS, HANOI DISCUSSED THE SHOOTDOWN
OF AN ATRCRAFT. THE SPEAKER AT THE REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS REPORTED THAT
LiRInG THE 23802 HOUR (19 DECEMBER) FOUR AIRCRAFT WERE DETECTED ,]JW THE GULF
OF TONKIN. THE AIRCRAFY ENTERED THE DRV LANIMASS IN THE G]E!NERAD.".AHIPHONG
AREA AND FLEY NORIHEAST OF UONG BI TO AN UNDETERMINED POINT, TURNED TO

I'dE SUUTHWEST. THE AIRCBAFT WERE NOT TAKEN UNDER FIRE ON THIS FIRST PASS,
CXE AIR(‘-RAF.’.‘ TUEN RE-ENTEKED THE DHV LANOMASS ON A WESTERLY HE;‘ADI_NG AND FLEW
Als.8G A RGAD, OVERFIYING UONG Bi WHERE IT WAS SHOT DOWN BY AAA FIRE. AT
APPROXMAEYLY $129Z, TUE SPEAKER AT 'J'HE ATR/ATR DEFENSE HEADQUARTERS INFORMED
THE REGIMENTAL HEADQUARIERS AS I-UI.IDHS' ".++AND AT THE SAM'E TIME THEY ARE

SENDING A PLANE TO CONTINUE THE RESUCE." "...AND, RECENTLY THEY...PRESENTLY

. THEY ARE SENDING A PLANE TO RESCUE THE PILOT"., A REFERENCE WAS uso MA.DE

T0 A PLAN TO DEFEND AGAINST JHE ARRCVAL OF THE RESCUE ACRCRAFT; HOWEVER, THE
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SPECIFIC DEIAILS GF THE PLAN WERE NOT DISCUSSED AND NO FURIHER REFERENCES TO A

RESCUE AIRCRAFT WERE NCTED.

EETWEEN 53592.-%292, SPEAKERS AT ’.I'.'HE SAME TWO LOCATICNS AGAINS DISCUSSED
THE DOWNED ATRCRAFT, WHEREIN THE SPEAKER AT TIIE REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS IDENTIFIED
THE AYRCRAFT AS AW A3 OR A5 TYPE. A FINAL REFERENCE TO THE SHOO'I'IX;W'N OF THE
ATRCRAFT COCURRED RETWEEN 9€13Z-86172. TIE GENERAL FLIGHT DIRECTION OF THE AIR-
CRAFT WAS REPGRTED. 1THE CONDITICN OF THE CREW WAS REPORTED, AS ONE DEAD AND THE
GIEER WOUNDED AND IW CRITICAL (\'.'ONDITION. IT WAS FURTHER REPORTED THAT AS THE
ATRCRAFT WAS PASSTNG OVER UONG BI, AAA. UNITS IN THAT AREA WERE SHOOTING AT IT.
THE ‘TARGET THEN REPORTEDLY PASSED OVER ANOTHER UNIT VERY SLOWLY, WHERE AAA

FiRE POWER WAS CONCENTRATED GN IT AND IT WAS THEN SHOT DOWN,
CMMENTS

COLLATERAL SOURCES KAVE REPCRIED THE LOSS CF AN RASC THAT HAD BEEN SCHEDULED -
TO C'WIFICT A PHCTO/BDA MISSTON OVER THE UONG BI THERMAL POWER PLANT, WITH TIME
OVER TARIE[ AT 204403C. ‘THE RASC WAS ACCOMPANIED HY TWO F4 ESCORT ATRCRAFT AND A
SPARE RA5C, ALL OF WEICE LOST (ONTACT WITH THE DOWNED AIRCRAFT AT 192359Z. THE
"CONVERSATION CONIGUIED IFRYM; THE PERIOD #9422-91252, REFERENCING THE FLIGHT OF
| MR AZRIRARY, WAS PRUBAB(Z A REFLECTION OF THE TWO Fi AND TWO RASC ATRCRAFT.
THE SFTDUWN APPARENTEY CORPED DJRING IHE PERIOD 1923592 AND 299gk2Z, DECEMBER
'19€5. TIERE WERE W5 REFERENCES TO MISSIIE LAVNCHES, THUS INITCATING THAT THE AIR-
CRAFD WAS PROBABLY OPERATING AT AN ALTTIUDE BELOW 5,000 FEET. THE CONVERSATION
LJRONG THE PERTUD @€132-0E17Z REVEALED THAT THE ATRCRAFT APPARENTLY FLEW SLOWLY
UVER GNE ';f;m:r AFTER PASSING NG BI PUSSIBLY INDICATING THAT IT WAS INTTTALLY
HET BT ﬁ,ﬁ\'.,n . iE OVER VNG i AND DIWNED B A UNTT LOCATED WEST OF UONG BI,
'I'I[R')'-:T\{:i'ql)'-‘,‘i: . . CONVERSATIN:: MERE WERE O REFERENCES 0 THE CREW MEMBERS BAILING

{ -
WY, THIS INDICATING 'THAT ‘IUEL{ WERE FOUND IN THE ATRCRAFT WRECKAGE.

THE COLLATERAL SOURCE ALS) REPORTED THAT RESCUE SERVICES HERE"ALERI'ED, BUT
N SEARCH WAS POSSIBLE XH TifE TGYEUWE ARE UVE 90 IOW CEILINGS AND HEAVY AAA/
AUVIVMATIC WEAPONS ENVIRMMENT, THE REPORI' FROM THE AIR/AIR DEFENSE HEADQUARTERS
- AT §128Z REFERENCING A RES™E ALRMGRAFP COITD UNDICATE; (A) DRV PERSONNEL .
a ASSUMED THRAT A RESCUE ATTEMPT WO-iLD HE MALE OR (B) '[IEY WERE AWARE OF THE FACT

TIAT RESCUE UNITS HAD BEEN ALERTED.
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