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INTRJDJC:T"IO:N 

IN'l'ERCEP.l' OFCMUiil'I;;-CllANNEL-:ftA.DIO RE:IAY FACILr.l'IES SERVING THE DRV SAM ·• 

S"!Sl'EM D(.IRllfG THE PERIOD S1Jli22'.-IJ617Z1 28 DECDIBER 1965, OON'l'Allf.ED 00.NYERSA.TIONS 

REFLEC!'Ite THE SHOO'.L'.OOWH OF AN HA5C AIRCIW'T ON THAT DlY. OOHING THE 23SSZ 

HOUR OH TH£ 19TH, :ro1m AIRCRA.Fl' WERE DETECTED IN TllE CULF OF roNKIN, THREE OF 

WHICH APPARENTLY ENTERED THE DRY' LARIMASS m THE GENERAL HAIPHONG AREA. ARD 

F".i...EW ~J AN UNDF:rEIMINED POINT NORTHEAST OF UONG BI •. THE AIRCRAF.l' THEN FLEW 

BA.CK O'UT n£'O THE GULF OF roNICIN. AT THIS POINT ONE AIRCRAF.l'1 REPORl'EDLY 

i"L~iING ON A 'WESTERLY HEA.DllfG, RE-ENTERED THE DRV _LANIJ.IASS AND OVERFLEW UONG 

:El!~ THE AJ:RCRAF1'1 DESCRl"»ED I.N COMM'JNICATIONS AS EITHER AN A3 OR A5 TYPE,· . 

WAS Slf:JT DJWN APPARENTLY ON 'm.E IMMEDIATE WESTERN SIDE OF UONG BI.Br AAA FIRE. 

uF THE !l\10 C.RlV MEMBER, ONE WAS REPORl'ED DEAD, WHILE THE OTHER WAS DfDICA!l'ED 

'IQ BE WOUNDED AND APPARENT"J'..Y Di CRI'l'ICAL OONDITION. ALTHOUGH REFERENCES WERE 

lwlA.:IE 'l\1 A RESCUE A!RCRAJ'l' 1 :c.r CAHOOT BE DEI'ElMf.NE".0 'WHEJ'HER OR NOT THIS WAS 

AN ASSU."IP!:Il'\N C.R A RE1'~.:.EC~!'i(·a OF AN AWARENESS THAT RESCUE UNITS UAD BEEN ALERl'ED. 

~'WEEN IHJ42Z-11125Z ~RV' P.ERS)NNEL A:? THE HAIPHONG AREA SAM REGIMEN'.rAL 

l:IEA:.;QllARrERS AND AIR/AIR DEFENSE HEADQUA.Rl'ERS, HANOI DISCUSSED THE SHOOT:OOWN 

OF A-:, AIRCRAF'r. THE SPEAKER M' THE REGIMENTAL llEADQtlARI'ERS REPORI'ED THAT 

Di .. 1ri'....l\!iJ Tl£E ~3SIJZ HOTJR (19 DECmBER) FtlUR AIRCRAP'l' WERE DE!'EC'l'ED IN THE OULF . ' 
I 

OF TONKIN. T.HE AIRCRAFl' EN'rERED THE DRV IA.lfl>fASS m THE QENERAil AJIIPHONG 

A.REA. A.~~ FLEW N0Rl'HEASJ' OF UONG BI ro AN UNDETERMINED POilfl', ~ TURNED ro 

I 
~ifE SUU'l'HWEST. 'lliE AIRCRAFT WERE NOT TAKEN UNDER FIRE ON THIS FIRST PASS. 

I 
. I 

r..::aE: A.:<:RC:RAJ.1'2 ~JEN RE-EN'rEHED 'l'llE lllW lA.Nrf.1ASS ON A WESTERLY llEADING AND FLEW 

A.TJ..NG A R.:•AD; OVERFU"ING OOI'iG B! WHERE IT WAS SHOT OOWN BY AAA FIRE. AT 

APPR)X"!MATEr~ "121JZ1 TllE SPEAKER AT 'J'llE AIR/AIR DEFENSE HF.ADQUARl'ERS IN:roJHm 

' THE REGDIENTAL HE:ADQUARl'ERS AS F\JI.LOWS: " ••• AND Nr 'mE SAME TIME 'l'HEr ARE 

SENDING A PIANE TO CONTINUE TUE RESUCE. " " ••• AND, RECEN'l'l'..l' THEr ••• PRESENTLY 

THEl ARE S~DlNG A P!ARE TIJ RESC.'l.IE THE PIWT". A REFERENCE WAS AUK> MADE 

'l'O A PIAN 'l\) DEFEND AGAINST 'i'ltE ARRIVAL OF THE RESCUE A:cRCRAFI'; HOWEVER, 'l!IE 
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SPECii'IC llEl1AIIS OF 'l'lfE PIAN WERE MT D!SCUSSED AND NO !URl'HER REFERENCES TO A 

RESCUE AIRCRAFr WERE NCTED. 

EEl'WEEtf if359Z-"429Z1 SPEAKERS A'! THE SAME TWO UIC.\.TICNS AGAllfS DISCUSSED 

TtlE IYJW'HED A.T.RCRAFI', WHEREIN 'l'llE SPF.AKER Nr THE REGD!ENTAL HEADQT.JARI'ERS IDENTIFIED 

THE AIRl.1RAF.l' AS Alf AJ OR A5 TfPE. A FINAL REFERENCE TO THE SHOo:rJX>WN OF 'l'HB 

AJ.RGRAF.l' C~CURRED ~E:'.[\(EEN t16l.3Z-l!J617Z. TUE O~ERAL FLICill'l' DIRECTION OF 'l'llE AIR-

CRAF.l' WAS REP(;RTED. 'mE CONDI'UCN OF THE CRW W~ REPORTED, AS ONE DEAD AlfD THE 

(;'fEER WOUNDED AND llf CRITICAL CONDrrION. rr WAS FURTHER REPORI'E'[) '!'HM' AS THE 

AIRCRAFl' WAS PASSJ'"...N'J CNER UONO BI, AAA UNITS IR TIIAT AREA WERE SHOO'rl:NQ AT IT. 

'l'llE ~Er ~ REPORrEDLY PA$SED OVER ANOTHER UNrr VE!« SUJWlX I WBERE AAA 

F".LRE POWER WAS CONCENTRA:I·ED f;N rr AND rr WAS THEN SHOT OOWN. 

C"LfltMEfll'I'S ----· 
C)UA'l'ERAL SOJJRCES !'AVE nEPC:RlED THE IDSS OF AN RA5C THAT HAD BEEN SCHEDULED 

TO C'!:'1l:\IUJCT A PHC110/IiI'lA. M"i:SS!CIN OVER 'l'HE LONG BI THERMAL POWER PLANT, wr.m TDIE 

OVER ~J8.r ~ 211li.1lrn:;::. 'l'llE RA.5C WAS ACCOMPANIED B"l 'l'WO F4 ESOOR'.l' AIRCRAF'l' AND A 

SPARE RA]C, A!.!. OF WliICI! IDS.r CDNTACT Wl"'.l'H THE OOWNED AIRCRAF!' AT 192359Z. THE 

. C~tfVE~:I-!·~~- C::Jl'fit.G."l'ED D"JR:L'Vi 'I'HE PERIOD l!JS42Z-iJ125Z, REFERENCill"G 'rHE FLIGR'l' OF 

I-li:JR JU:R.::FtAF.~, WAS PR"JBA:oc~· A REF"i.ECTI'JN OF THE TWO F4 AND TWO RA5C AIRCRAFr. 

'mE' Sl'Jl:·1·~1"JWN APPAREN!'"il.:" c.;~,·:·:RP.ED D·.iRil'l"oJ 'l'".:!E PERI~D 192359Z AND 2SSl!J42z, DECEMBER 

19f;:;i. TIERE WERE w-:; REFERENr.ES 'l"> M.ISSU~ IA1.JNCUES1 THUS INll!CATING THAT THE AIR­

CRA..fo'.r: WAS P.t\Cl9ABLY OPERAT!Nil A.T AN Arn'rl'l.IDE JsEIDW 5, HS FEET. THE CO~ON .· 
. ' 

OVER (J~"E ·1mr.r AE'rER PASSI.NO w:rro JsI F\iSSII:iLY INDICATING THAT rr WAS INITI.ALI;r 
.' I • 

ri:·!' lfl ~ ·:·' :-.:..E OVER l\)NG !·"f A.i'fD n:1WNE"D "H"I A UNIT IDCATED WEST OF UONG BI. 
I' 

'!:i[r-t)";,T,Jil~·'.~ , .;. COtl\'Ef&1'It1h•• '-l!ERE WERE HO REFERENCES 'i"O THE CREW MEMBERS BAILING 
! 

li1.'1', ~'lfi::S INDI~rnm •r.i!AT ~l'HE'i WERE FUUNl> IN TUE AIRCRAFI' WRECKAGE. 

Tt£E OjUMEftA.L SOURCE AL&:J REPORrED ;t'HAT RES~ SERVICES WERE ALERl'ED1 BU'l' 

AU!'.'.iMAI'IC WEAPONS mvIR..""'ME:'.'T. TP.:E REPJRr FOOM THE A.LR/ A.Lit DEFENSE HEADQUARl'ERS 

kl! if12SZ REFERENC!Nil A RES··:· E A:!.:Rf!RhPr C(IU~ I~Dir.:A:l'E; (A) DRV PERSONNEL 

ASSUMED TfiA'.r A ru:sc:IJE kl1r&~ WO"·J::.;'.) l!E lo\A.IJE OR (S) !l'IIE'i WERE A:WARE OF TilE F.ACI' 

T:IA:r RESCUE um·rs HAD llEH A.L!R!.'ED. 
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