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~ONGURD' 'AWAVIA,.OPER.;DAMCl'I .• 19 DEC 72 '•NSA.t-UWCNS>::HCE"'.'.VRDE· NVH .. AND . 
REFLECTIONS OF AND REACTIONS TO tL....S..._AIR STRIKES ll'DECSiiBER 1972 ON · 

!AIR DEFENSE FACILITIES REFLECTED U.S. AIRCRAFT 
D;CEMBER BEIWEE: I~: ::UR: DE ~149"Z"AND 2237Z HORTH VIETNAMESE CHVff) AND.THE 

0 ERATIHG OVERORET AM.VN. AJR SURVEJLUHCE lA.SV> FACILITIES. REFLECTED A 
TOTAL OF AT LEAST 284 AIRCRAFT, 69 . IDENTIFIED AS 852'5, OPERATING ·IN THE AREAS' 
OF HA SAN, HOA LAC, KEP, YEH BAI, PffUC YEH, HANOI, HAIPHONG, THANH HOA DONG 
SUOHG AND LANG SON. IN ADDITION, TWO OF THESE AIRCRAFT WERE IDENTIFIED AS 
F-111 'S, ONE OP~HG IN THE KEP AND .YEN BAI AREAS AND .THE OTHER OPERATING IN 
THE HANOI AREA. L_J ASY FACILITIES REFLECTED A TOTAL O.F 15 AIRCRAFT;· 3 RAI'DS 
WERE IDENTIFIED AS TO .TYPE AND 12 WERE IDENTIFIED AS SMAl.t. TYPES OPERATING\ IN · 

""' THE AREAS OF HAHOI, PHOC YEH, KEP, HAIPHOtlG, YEH BAI AHD LAHG SOH. FOUR B-52'S 
4ARE KNOWN TD HAVE SUSTAINED BATTLE DAMAGE ~S A RESULT OF SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILE 

!LAUNCHES. THREE OF THESE B•52'S, . OHE FROM CH.ARCOAL UU> CELI., OHE FROM PEAC.H. 
<82 > CELL, AND ONE FROM ROSE .(fllJ CELL SUBSEQUENTLY CRASHED AS A RESULT DF • 
THEIR DAMAGES. THE FOURTH 852 fROM LILAC CELL Al THOUGH SEVERLY DAMAGED WAS ABLE 
TO\,RECOYER SAFELY AT UTAPAD, THAILAND, THE CREWS OF LILAC AND\ PEACH CS2> .CELLS 
HAVE BEEN SAFELY RECOVERED. A PRILJ;MARY · REPORT Dlf THE STATUS. ttF THE CREW .OF . 
CHAR.COAL 1'3· REVEALED THAT TWO CReWl'll:f'llERS WERE DEAD AND THREE WERE CAPTURED.; 

. THE Sf AT.US OF THE CREWS OF ROSE ClflJ 1$ · NOT ICHOWH AT THIS TIME. \ THE FOLLOWING. :'!-" 
. DETAILS OH THE 11 DEC EMii ER AIR STRIKES ARE PRESENTED' . IN THREE PARTS. EACH PART : 

IS REPRESENTATIVE OF A WAVE OF STRIKE AIRCRAFT AND INCLUDE AIR SORVEILLANCE • 
TR~G, SAM AHO l"IIG REACTIONS. 18 DECEMBER 1972- FIRS.T WAVE lUIB-l~IJSfZ I. \ 
NV '°AIR SURVEILLANCE REFLF.CTIOHS <FIRST WAVE> ON 18 DECEMBER BETWEEN 1149 ' 
AND· 2~ HVN AIR SURVEILLANCE FACILITIES REFLEC.TED A TOTAL OF AT LEAST 129 >. 
HOSTILE AIRCRAFT OVER HVN OllCLUDING llf R-52 1 5) "IN THE AREA.S OF NA SAN, HOA \ 
LAC. YEN BAI WEST ANO He OF PHUC YEN, HANOI, EAS.T OF HAIPHONG, LAOS AND GULF' 
OF TONKIN.· IN'.ADDITIOH, . ASV FACILITIES REFLECTED .. A TOTAL 'OF 15· AIRCRAFT, 3 
RAIDS WERE UNIDENTIFIED . 12 WERE IDENTIFIED AS SMALl TYPES QPERATIHG IN THE 
AREAS OF -HANOI, PHUC YEH, KEP;o .HAIPHONG, YEN BAI AND LANG SON. A .• WEST \.Df HANOI 
AT llOZ. TRACK 668, ·IDENTIFIED AS T)IO SMALL ·TYPES, WAS INUIALL Y REFLECTED OVE~ 

-NORTH VIETNAM AT 21-S?.N 1H-23E HEADIH.G NORTHEAST. THESE AIRCRAFT PROCEEDED. . 
NORTHWEST TO . 2l-38H 1"4-4:SE <THE AREA OF YEN BAI> AT 1154Z BEFORE TURNING SOUTH 
WEST AH EGRESSING NVH AIRSPACE AT APPROXIMATELY. UlllZ IH THE VICINITY OF 2."-551C 
UJ4-SflE. THIS SAME TRACK WAS AGAIN REFLECTED UiSIDE HVN 'AIRSPACE 4T 12i9Z AT •. 
21-85H llt4-18E. THE TRACK PRDCEDEEDED NORTHWEST TO A tA-SJ . NOTED PUSITIDk OF . 
21-laN UJ4-113E. ONE TRACK WAS IDENTIFIED AS ONE F-111 WEST -OF HANOI. 551f llJ6(»4 
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H~~' H'~~¥~f~X1:s 0~E=-~~~r=1l ·AA' Afff ,~~~"&rr~~ ;u-~~~r~~~~H ~~no TRACK 
INGRESSING NORTH VIETNAH AND HEADINO SOUTHEAST AT 17-21N 115-57E TD A FINAL 
LOCATION OF 17-25H 116-lfE AT l211Z. TRACK 112, IDENTIFIED AS ONE ALLIED 
~~=~~~~TH:lT~AIB'T~Eu~:aN~=5!~IP:~~I2~~IE~H~~e2lr"fURAfg-1:5TftT1~2U~ .. :=' 
115-llE. HEST TD Zl-41H 115-13E, NORTW TD 21-52N 115-13E AT 1Z23Z, THEN NEST 
SOUTH WEST TD A FINAL LOCATION OF 21~48N 114-SIE AT 1Z27Z. AT 1216Z TRACK 665, 
PROltAltLY ONE F-111 HAS REFLECTED AT 21111 "ETERS OVER NORTH VIETNAH AT 21-JSN. 
114-SIE AND HEADJNO EAST TO A FINAL POSITION AT 115-17E AT 1211Z. AT 1221Z 
TRACK 8'7, IDENTIFIED AS ONE ALLIED AIRCRAFT AT 4,IJI HETERS, HAS NOTED AT 
2l-25N ll5-5IE FLYING NDRTHHEST/ 'JO POSITION 21-35N U5-4JE AT 1229Z. AT 1227Z 
TRACK '66, IDEHTJFJED AS A UNKNOHN NUMIER OF ALLIED AIRCRAFT HAS NOTED HEADING 
NORTH OVER NORTH VIETNAM FR0"2l-llN ll~-57E TO 21-15N 114-57E AT 1229Z. TRACK au. AN UNIDENTIFIED NUMllER _ OF ALLIED AIRCRAFT OVER NORTH VJETNAM AT 21-15N 
11S-23E AT 1235Z AND HEADING SOUTH EAST. I. HAI PHONO AND HANOI AREAS TRACK 
6637, FOUR SHALL TYPES, REFLECTED OVER NVN AT 1212 AT 21-2JN lf6-4.1f SOUTH TO 
21-UN ll6-37E AT l2UZ. TRACK 16, 2 SMALL TYPES AT 4HI METERS REFLECTED AT 
1218 AT 21-25N ll6-51E AND REHAJNED JN THE GENERAL AREA" UNTIL l255Z NHEN IT HAS 
NOTED AT z•-4ZN 116-43E. TRACK 18 CUI> HAS INITIALLY· REFLECTED AT 121az AT 
21-22N ll6-43E AND HEADED NORTHNEST OVER NVN TO LAST NOTED POSITION OF 21-41N 
116-ZlE AT 1232Z. TRACK 6631 CTHD Sl'lAll TYPES> ONLY REFLECTED OVER NVN AT 
21-ZZN U6-57E AT .1222Z. TRACK 12 CTND SMALL TTPES AT 4,lfll METERS REFLECTED 
OVER HVH AT 1224Z AT 21-l5N ll6-17E, HEADED EAST TO 21-ZIN 116-SlfE, TO 2J-32N 
186-~lE AT 124JZ TO A LAST NOTED POSITJOH OF Zl-ON 117-IJE AT 1254Z. TRACK 34 
C4MSALL TYPES AT 4,111 METERS) ONLY NOTED AT 21-lSN 1•4-57E AT 1228Z. TRACl 29 
CUI> FIRST REFLECTED AT 1Z21 AT ZJ-llN ll6-43E, HEADED NEST TO 21-ZIN 116-llE, 
HAS AT 21-3ZN 116-3JE AT 1256Z AND LAST NOTED AT Zl-21N U6-57E AT 1259Z. TRACK 
15 CTHO SHALL TYPES AT 4,JIJ METERS> NOTED HEADING NORTHHfST TO 2•-2aN 116-!IE 
AT 1229, TD Zl-45K 116-llE AT 1Z41Z. TRACl 17 lUI> REFLECTED AT 21-~ZN 1J6-57E 
AT 1231Z~ HEADED HEST OVER NVN TO 21-31N lf6-llUE AT 1253Z, TD 21-35N lf6-5IE, 
AT 1246Z AND LAST NOTED AT 1252 HEADIHO HEST FROM 21-S5N U6-43E. TRACK 6641 

-<Ul) REFLECTED OVER NVH AT 22-llH 114-5IE AT l2l4Z SOUTH TD 21-llN 114-5JE AT 
1237/ SOUTH EAST TD Zl-J5E 1J5-31E AT lZ~lZ AND FINAlLY NORTH TO Zl-22N 115-37E 
AT .l251Z. 551 11665 NHNN 
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~ttonRp 'A:VtVAVlA!.OPER~:~AM~I .-' 19 DEC 72 NSALUH(-HS> ... HCf:!:VRDE- TRACK 19 (Ul) 
lRITTAI y REFLECT~• AT 1236Z AT 2•-1zN 116-43f, WAS ACTIVE SOUTH OF HAIPHONG 
AND LAST NOTED AT 1255 AT 21-3.5N U6-43E. TRACK 31 UIX MSAll TYPES AT 4,llf 
METERS> REFLECTED DYER HVN AT Zl-21N 116143£ AT 1Z31Z, WAS ACTIVE OVER OULF OF 
TOHUH SOUTHEAST DF HAIPHONG, AND LAST NOTED AT 1242Z AT 21-3ZN U6-5IE. TRACK 
66Cil <Ul> ONLY NOTED AT 21-15N 116-57E AT· 12S5Z. TRACk 660 C4 SMALL TYPE> 
FIRST NOTED OVER NVH AT 1231 AT 22-llN' U5-21E. PROCEEDED SOUTH TO 21-l.5H 
ll5-37E AT 1245 AND FINALLY NORTH TD 22~15N 116-IJE AT 125ZZ. TRACK 21 CUI> 
REFLECTED FRO" 2J-31N U6-31E AT 1245 . TD Zl-2.5H 116-SIE AT 121\4. TRACK 3S C 3 
9-SZS> INITIALLY REFLECTED AT 1245Z AT 21-15N ll5-23E, EAST TO 21-12H 115-51E 
~T 1246Z AND SOUTH NEST TO LAST NOTED POSITION OF 21-ZIN 115-17E. TRACK 37 C3 
9-SZS> ONLY NOTED AT 1257 AT l9-35N ll6-23E. C. HANOI TRACK 119 <CD> IDENTIFIED 
AS S 1-525 INITIALLY REFLECTED AT/ l351Z IN THE THANH HOA AREA PROCEEDED HORTH 
OF 21-UN ll5-3JE AT U•l SOUTHHEST TO 19-Ci2N 115-UE AT Ul7 AND FIH"ALL Y 
SOUTHEAST TO A LAST NOTED POSIT.ION OF ll-4ZN 115-57E, OVER THE GULF AT 1322. 
IATTLE CO,.,.ANDER REPORTED AT ll22Z THAT A 1-52 WAS FEET NET NITH PROBABLE 
IATTLE DAMAGE. TRACK 118, UI .NUHllER OF AIRCRAFT HAS AT 21-35N ll6-43E AT 1237Z. 
AT 1241 TRACK 812 CUI NR> HAS REFLECTED AT 2l-41N ll6-~3E HEADINO NORTHWEST TD 
A LAST NOTED POSITION OF 2l~l8N l15-43E. AT 1317 TRACK '''' IDENTIFIED AS 3 · 
1-525 HAS INITIALLY REFLECTED AT lf,111 METERS OVER NVN AT Zl-52N 115-lfE 
HE"ADING NE TO Zl-HN 1157'31E. TRACK AGAIN PICKED UP AT 1251 HEADINO SOUTH EAST 
TD A LAST NOTED POSITION OF 21-Z5N 114-17£ OVER LADS AT 1259. TRACK 113 CUI NR> 
REFLECTED AT 21-12N 1'.5"-43E HEADING NORTH TO 21-25N 1'5-43E. TRACK LAST 
REFLECTED AT 1521 HEADING NORTHWEST. HACK .567, 3 B-52S AT U, JIH MfTERS 
REFLECTED OVfR NVN AT 2f-.55N 114-5IE HEADINO NORTHEAST TO 21-12N 11S-37E, 
AIRCRAFT THEN PROCEEDED SOUTHEAST TO LAST NOTED POSITION OF 21-42N 115-17E AT 
1316Z. TRACK 569 JDENTJFJED AS J 1-525 AT 11.JH METERS OVER NVN AT 21-IZN 
lft4-31E HEADING NORTHEAST TO 2l-12N 1JS-l7E. AIRCRAFT THEN PROCEEDED SOUTH AND 
lHEN SOUTHHEST TD A LAST NOTED POSITION OF Zl-llN 115-2lE AT 1313. TRACK 574, 
IDENTIFIED AS l 1-525 At lJ,HI METERS REFLECTED OVER NVN AT 21-llN 114-57E 
PROCEEDING NORTHEAST TO 21-15N ll5·43E. AIRCRAFT PROCEEDED SOUTH AND FINALLY 
SOUTHHEST TU/ 21-32N 115-23E AT UHZ. TRACK Ill CUI NU REFLECTED OVER HVN AT 

-21-llN lf5-J7E AND LAST NOTED AT 21-llN 115-SIE AT llfl HEADING NORTHEAST, D. 
HAM DINH AND HANOI AREAS TRACK 6612 IDENTIFIED AS DHE ALLIED AIRCRAFT AT 131111 
METERS, HAS NOTED AT 1316 AT 21-52N ll6-43E, AT 21-55N ll6-45E AT 1519 AN~ LAST 
HDTED AT 1312 AT 21-.52N 116-51E. TRACK 575, 3 1-525 AT 111111 REFLECTED OYER 
NVtl AT .21-UN 115-UE HEADING EAST TO 2l-15N 115-37£ AND FINAU Y SOUTH TO 5.51 
111666 IUfNN 
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~11 TIO OF 21-15N 115-37E AT 1319. TRACK Ill CUI> INITIALLY REFLECTED AT 1316 
AT 21-12N 114-57£ PROCEEDED TO LAST NOTED POSITION OF 21-42N 114-43E AT 1317Z. 
TRACK 576 CUI> NOTED ONLY AT 21-31N ll4-37E AT 1315. TRACK 121 CZ ALLIED> 
REFLECTED AT 1316 AT 21-llN Jl6-J3E AND PROCEEDED SOUTH TO 21-J2N 116-JIE AT 
1321Z. TRACK 577, 3 1-525 AT 11,11 METERS REFLECTED OVER NVN AT Zl-llN ll5-23E, 
HEADED SOUTH TO 21-31N 115-23£ AT 1326 AND FINALLY PROCEEDED SOUTHHEST TO A 
LAST NOTED POSITION OF 21-IZN 114-23E OVER LAOS HEADINO SOUTHWEST. TRACK 579 
(UI) ONLY NOTED AT 1329 OVER LAOS AT 1329Z. TRACK 614, 3 l-5ZS AT 11.111. . 
METERS ONLY REFLECTED OVER NVN AT 21-15N 1f4-43E AT 1329. TRACK 123, IDENTIFIED 
~E~MA~0sftiT~·H't~UE=~h=E~h~~Hg"onR2l~f1:u~~6~l1Pit2r3lft4U.~~ Uf2fu1 
NR) REFLECTED AT UJ ALT OVER AT Zl-SIN 115-51E AT 1337, PROCEEDED TD 2l-51N 
115-43E, TO 21-52N 115-43E, TO LAST' NOTED POSITION OF 21-51N 115-5JE Al 1341Z. 
TRACK 113 lUI> REAPPEARED AT 1339Z AT 21-51N 115-31£. TRACK 676, TWO ALLIED AT 
6,111 METERS REFLECTED OVER HVN AT 21-41N·ll5-37E AT 1411 AND HEADED SOUTHHEST 
10 2•-3BN 114-57E AT 1416. TRACK 6651 <SAME AS 6612> REFLECTED AT 1256Z. TRACK 
19 CUJ> ONLY REFLECTED AT 1313 AT 21-llN 116-43E. TRACK 37 CUI> ONLY REFLECTED 
AT 19-3BN 115-37E AT 1315Z. TRACK 36 CUI) ONLY NOTED AT 0 2f-32H 116-llE AT 
131SZ. TRACK 6617 CUI> TRACKED FROM 21-12N ll6-2SE AT 1321 DUE NEST TO Zl-IZN 
116-llE AT 1321Z. TRACK 16, THO SMALL TYPES AT 41111 ONLY NOTED AT 21-ZZN 
116-llE AT 1321Z. TRACK 6613, THO SHALL TYPES, .REFLECTED OVER HVN AT 1327Z AT 
21-45N 115-37E, NORTHEAST TO 21-31N ll6-23E AT 1329Z. TRACK 42 CFOUR SMALL TYPE 
AT 2,111 METERS) REFLECTED DYER HVN AT 21-22N 116-SIE AT 1351Z, HAS TRACKED 
SOUTH TD 21-llN ll6-3JE, AND SOUTHEAST OVER THE GULF OF TONKIN TO 19-SIN 
116-43E AT 1411Z. E. MDC CHAU AREA TRACK 511 CTHO SMALL TYPES> HAS TRACKED FROM 
21-ZIH 114-51E AT 1451Z TO 2f-32N 1J4-51E AT 1459. TRACK 616 CTHD SMALL TYPES> 
HAS REFLECTED FROM 21-35H 114-37E AT 1556Z, NORTH TO Zf-55H ll4-51E AT l611Z 
AND FINALLY SOUTHWEST TQ 21-55N 114-43E OVER LAOS AT 1621Z. TRACK 1~2 CONE UI) 
IHITlALLY NOTED AT 21-ZIH 115-llE AT 1617, HAS TRACKED SOUTH TO 2l-42N l15-31E 
AND FINALLY NEST TO 21-41N 115-flE AT 1614Z. TRACK 612 (ONE Ull INITIALLY NOTED 
AT 2l-35N 115·17E AT 1617, PROCEEDED NORTHWEST TO 21-55N 114-43E AND FINALLY 

-SDUTHHEST TD 21-12N ll4-17E OVER LAOS AT l623Z. TRACK 143 CONE UI> MAS TRACKED 
FROM 2J-4SN 116-llE AT 1619 EAST TO 21-41N 116-43E AT 1624. TRACl 19 <TWO SMALL 
TYPES, 3,JJ8 METERS> ONLY NOTED AT 1451 AT 21-llN ll6-31E. TRACK 51 CUI> HAS 
TRACKED FROM 21-55H 1J4-57E AT 1~55, 551 t•667 HNHH 
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1 & E;__S _R E-l"SPHE SE.CTIDN_,F_IVE·OF ELEVEN .21~0 . Cltl'R591if-7? SPOT REPORT 
S"ONGBIRD AVN,AV.IA. OPE.R •. DAl"ICl'l; 19 DEC" 72 ·-.Nn1u .r-HCF:-VRDI;• SOUTHWEST TO 
19-S&N ll4-5SE OVER LAOS. TRACK 28 C2 SHALL TYPES AT 4,11"8' METERSl ONLY NOTED 
AT UH AT 2l-45H lll4-~3E. II. SAM REACTION / CFIRST WAVE> FROM llSSZ TO 1459Z, 
SIX NVN SAM BATTALIONS WERE. NOTED IN REACTION .TD ~AIR--.STRIKES IN THE- HANOI·,.. ... ,, 
AREA~ A "Mtk!MUM OF THIRTEEN MISSILES WERE / LAUNCHED RESULTING IN THE. LOSS OF ON! 
1•52 CCHARCOAL 13) AND SEVERE DAMAGE TO ANOTHER <LILAC> WHICH RECOVERED AT 
UTAPAD, THAILAND CClJ>. TWO OF THE REACTING UNITS ARE SUBORDINATE TO THE 267TH 
SAM REGIMENT AND ARE DEPLOYED IH THE GEHERAL THANH HOA AREA. ONE OF THE 
REACTIHG UNITS, SUBORDINATE TD THE 2HTH SAM REGil"IENT IS DEPLOYED IH THE HAHDI 
AREA. ONE UNIT; POSSIBLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE Z72ND SAM REGIMENT. IS DEPLOYED IN 
THE HAHOI AREA, AHD TWO OTHER U/I BATT_ALIOHS .ARE DEPLOYED .• IN •. THE, .GEHERAL.·· ·., •.. , • . 
HAIPHONG •• AREA. -BETWEEN 132az AND 13442: A MESSAGE FRO" AN UHibENTIFIED NVN AIR r~ ... 
OPERATIONS . STATION REPORTED THAT $ONE " AIRCRAFT WAS BURNING AHO FALLING. BURNINu .· 
RAPIDLY. DON'T KHow· IF IT WAS ONE OF OURS OR ONE OF HIS.t POST-LAUNCH . .•. . _.,.. _ 
tOHVERSATIOHS IETWEEH 1334Z AND 1337Z INDICATE THAT BATTALIONS ·51 AND 52 DF fHE_,,,...,...,..., 
t67TH SA" REGIMENT, POSSIBLY LOCATED IN THE VICINITY OF 19-llN 1rs-21E OR .. ·-

·2•-I4N 115-SIE c;vN558), APPARENTL y LAUNCHED TWO "ISSILES EACH AT THE SAME B-52 -
AT 1317Z. THREE a·F-TH-E l"IISSil:ES EXPLODED WELL, IH PROXIMITY TD THE TARGET. ONE 

- OF THE MISSILES LAUNCHED BY.BATTALION 52 WAS SLOW TD DETONATE AND WEHT PAST THE 
. JARGET PRIOR TO DETONATION.• BETWEEN 1537ZAND 1541fZ, TWO UNIDENTIFIED. ~r::;:.,UR5', : 

.. · POSSIBLY _,SSOCUTED WUH THE 234TH SAM REGIMENT (HANOI AREA>• DISr.t;~S.::p.,. -..; . .,, 
-.. PROCEDURES JD BE FOLLOWED $ IH lHE MORNING$ FOR REPORTING $THE wr;AKt~~~SE$.:-£ub .• ; .,. 

IMPROVEMENTS. IN THE BATTLE SITUATION THAT JUST PASSED.$ ONE OF THE· SPf.AUU •). !' 
: THEN REPO~TED THAT ONE/ PILOT WAS CAPTURED NEAR AH UNIDENTIFIED ;JHIT •. :~~I~HER >.,.--~··• 

THE PILOT'S ID~NTITY HOR THE TYPE AIRCRAFT SHOT DOWN WAS DISCLOSE~. LAT~R1· . f · . 
BETWEEN 1629Z AND 164fZ, BATTALION 76 OF THE Z64TH SAM REGIMENT, DEflOY~D JUST 
TO THE WEST OF HANO!. REPORTED THE LAUNCH OF THREE MISSILES AT TWO B-~~S. A 
TWO- MISSILE SALVOi WAS LAUNCHED AT 1251tZ AND A SINGLE MISSILE AT 1322Z. _ 1HE,.-o:-, 
A,CTUAL~DOWNING OF THE INTENDED TARGETCSJ WAS NOT DISCLOSED((l)) •. BETWEEN lll3z'· 
AMD 11~sintllfAlIOH 59 OF THE PROBABLE 272HD SAM REGIJ'IENT·.- (UNLOCATED, HANOI - ... 
AREA>• . REPORTED/ LAUNCHING FOUR MISSILES AT UHIDEHTFIED HOSTILE AIRCRAFT, TW!LAT 

-13S5Z AND.Tl.It! AT 13l5Z. THE. FIRST TWO MISSILES REPORTEDLY SHOT THE-AIRCRAFT .·. 
"DOWN tIN · A -. IA.ll OF FLAMES$. IN SUMMING UP THE SECOND LAUNCH, THE SPEAKER · .. 

REPORTED 'T~~T AFTER THE FIRST MISSILE DETONATED JAtff'IING DISAPPEARED AND THE · · 
TARGET w4s .OBSERVED TO HAVE BURST INTO A LARGE BALL OF FLAPIES. IATTALIDH 57, Of· 

•ALSO THE ~iOIAILE 272ND REGIMENT REPORTEDLY OBSERVED THAT TARGET HIT THE GROUND"
IN A LARGE IALL OF FLAME IN A LATER MESSAGE, AH UNIDENTIFIED SA" UNIT REPORTED · 
THAT. tAT 13S8Z, WE SHOT DOWN ONE B-52 AT THON KIM ANH C21-13H 115-45E) WHICH ~ 

-'IS HEAR PHU lO C21-12H 185-51EJ. ACCORDING TO THE PRELil'IIHARY REPORT, THERE ."!' 
.. WERE FIVE PIRATE PILOTS. TWO ARE DEAD AND WE WERE AILE TD CAPTURE THREE OF 

(b) (1) SE~R-"J. .SPliifti' 
(b) (3) -5 0 USC 403 
(b) (3) -1 8 USC 798 

I (b) (3) -P.L. 86-36 
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~ tHEM.$ CHARCOAL S3 WAS SCHEDULED FDR TIME OVER TARGET <TOT> JUST NORTH OF HANOI 
AT 13SIZ. BELIEVE THAT ONE OF THE LAUNCHES CONDUCTED BY BATTALION 59 WAS . 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LOSS OF THIS AIRCRAFT AND THE ABOVE MESSAGE IS A PARTIAL 
REFLECTION OF THE CREW STATUS. 35S IS668 NNNH 
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S. g~PRl591 LOO LN ND. f69 

71 3541125 
H 

ZKZK DO 010 ZlZ DE 
O 19fll 7Z DEC 

72 ZYH F" PIRNSA 
TD 'NSUU.Nl:fOR~CHHU~ NCR NHCC NHITE HOUSE 
z~ . . . 

5. [ e II E T 9P81U! SECTION EIGHT OF ELEVEN 2.100Altc1ClR591-72 SPOT REPORT 
i°~~·tp~ 'AVtvAV.IAiDPER,DAMttl: 19 DEC 72 <NSA7.UHC'ff51-HCF;.;VRDE1 THE DAHAGE TD THE 
- ACH IZ> R~TURNIHO FROM A STRIKE MISSION IN THE VICINITY OF 21-f9N 

U5-51E. THE DAMAGE HAS OF SUFFICIENT SEVERITY TO FORCE THE CREH TO BAIL OUT IN 
THE VICINITY OF NAf'I PHONG THAILAND CPOSSllLY 16-43N HZ-41EJ. ALL CREW MEHIERS 
tlERE RECOVERED SAFELY. AT 1718Z AN UNIDENTlFIED SAH BATTALION IN THE HAIPHONG 
AREA LAUNCHED DNE MISStlE. Ill. MIO REACTION (SECOND NAVE> AT l732Z HANOI BACH 
HAI REPORTED THAT A MJG-21 HAS AIRIORtlE; HOEEVER, HO FURTHER REFLECTIONS OF 
THIS HJO HERE SEEN. SHORTLY THEREAFTER llHZ THE PHUC YEN CONTROLLER REVEALED 
THAT HE HAD NO OPERATIONAL RUNWAYS. AT 1131 .ON MIO-Zl HAS DH STRIP ALERT AT 
HANOI GIA LAM, AND AT 1154 ANOTHER MI0-21 HAS ON STRIP ALERT AT THE SAME · 
AIRFIELD. 18 DfCEHIER 1972- THIRD HAVE z•r•-2211Z J. NVH ASV REFLECTIONS (THIRD 
WAVE> BETWEEN 2•41Z AND 2ZJ7Z, HVH AIR SURVEILLANCE FACILITIES REFLECTED A 
HINIHUM OF lli5 HOSTILE AIRCRAFT INCLUDING AT LEAST 12 l-5ZS, HORTH OF 21 DEGREES 
OVER NVN. THE AIRCRAFT HERE TRAeKED MAINLY JN THE HANOI AND PHUC YEN, · AREAS, 
INGRESSINO AND EGRESSING OVER/ lAOS. THERE HAS ALSO AT LEAST 6 UNIDENTIFIED TYPE 
AIRCRAFT ACTIVE IN THE HAIPHONG AREA. A. HANOI AND HAIPHONG AREAS TRACK 655 
IDENTIFIED AS ONE LARGE TYPE HAS NOTED INORESSIHO FRO" ZJ-JIN 114-2JE IN LADS 
TD Zl-5BN U4-57E AT 2'41!Zl41Z. TRACK 657 HAS REFLECTED FRDH. 2111Z TD2113Z 
FLYING FRO" 2l-25N 116-l.7E TD Zl-ZIN 116-UE THEN TURNINO SOUTHWESTERLY to · 
21-IZN 115-5JE. FROM 21-sz TD 2121z. TRACK 779, IDENTIFIED AS A PROIAILE F-111, 
HAS REFLECTED AT Zl-15N 116-23E IN THE VICINITY OF KEP INITIALLY HEADING IN A 
WEST-NORTHWESTERLY Dl«ECTION TD 21-ZIN 1J5-57E WHERE IT TURNED TO A 
NORTHEASTERLY DIREC.TIDN. AT 2112, TRAClt 779 HAS REFLECTED AT 21-UN U6-l7E 
HHERE HE TURNED TO. A NORTHWESTERLY DIRECTION. AT 2111Z, TRACl 719 NAS AT 21-55N 
1"6-llE WHERE HE .TURNED TO A SDURTHERHESTERLY HEADING, TRACK 779 WAS DROPPED AT 
21-4..5N 115-UE. TRACK 651, UENTIFIED AS l 1525, HAS REFLECTED AT 2115Z 
JNGRESSING NORTH VIETNAM SOUTH EAST OF THANH HOA AT 19-32N U5-57E. AT 21'6Z 
TRACK 6.51 WAS llEFLECTED TURNING NORTH AT 193ZN 115-0E. TRACICINO HAS DROPPED AT 
2llf9Z AT l9-.51N 115-UE. AT 2129Z TRACl 711,2 UNIDENTIFIED TYPES, HAS NOTED IN 
THE HAIPHONO AREA AT 2•~aN 1J6-43E. TRACKJHO MAS SOUTHHARD TO 21-JBN l16-43E AT 
2131Z. THE AIRCRAFT THEM TURNED NORTH EAST TO 21-51N ll6-51E AND THEN AGAIN 
saUTHHARl TO 21-45N lf6-45E AT Zl38Z WHERE HE TURNED SOUTHEAST EORESSINO OVER 

-lHE GULF OF TONKIN TD Zl-22N 117-IJ AT 2143Z, AT Zl31Z, TRACK 5ZZ HAS REFLECTED 
PASSING THE LAOSIAH 851 .11671 NNNN 
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fi~fcc•: :ru~~ll59l LO~ L~ NO. 169 
1 _ , nz l54Jt25 
ZHY tv1HSH 
ZKZK 00 OJO ZLZ DE 
U 19Hl7Z DEC 
72 ZYH 

F" DIRHSA _ . 
TD cflS~l_UNIFDRM NttUKEY NCR NMCC NHITE HOUSE 
ZEH 
.~, - E-e- R-E T 9PBIEEs SECTION HINE OF ELEVEN uooA"ll_CK7R591-7_2 SPOT REPORT 
SJIHOIIRD ''AVNl'AV.JA, O~ER:~.DAHCi'JI, 19 DEC 7 2 iNSA~U.nlB >~HCF:·VRDE) IDRDER HEADINO IN 
~RTFJEASTERLY DIRECTION TO 21-llN 114-17E AT 2131Z. THE TRACK THEN TURNED 
EASTWARD TO POSITION Zl-llN 115-llE AT 2146Z TURNING SOUTHEAST TO Zl-52N 
115-43E AT 215fZ. THE TRACK THEN WEST NORTHEAST TO 21-55N lf5-51E AT 2154Z TO 
Zl-51N 115-43E AT 2156Z. TRACK 522 HAS FINALLY NOTED EGRESSING AT 2J-25N 
ll4-23E OVER LAOS. TRACI 516 IDENTIFIED AS ~ SMALL TYPES WAS REFLECTED FROM 
2135Z TD 2Z21Z. THE INITIAL PLOT HAS A'J 2l- 15N 114-51E HEADING IN A 
NORTHEASTERLY DIRECTION TO Zl-25N 115-23E AT Zl56Z. THE DIRECTION THEN TURNED 
SOUTHEAST TO 21-15N 115-51E AT Zl44Z, /THE THEN TURNED SOUTHWEST TO 21-52N 
115-23E AT Zl5fZ, THEN SOUTHWARD TO 21-22N 115~17E AT Z215Z. TRACKJNO THEN 
REFLECTED TRACK 516 HEADING DUE NORTH TD 21-5ZN 115-17E AT 2211Z HHERE HE 
TURNED EAST TD 21-55N 115-45E AT 2ZUZ. TRACllNO THEN TURNED SOUTHEAST TD 
Zf-llN ll5-57E AT 2Zl•Z, HEST TO 21-JSN 115-4JE·AT 2216Z, THEN SOUTH NEST TO A 
FINAL POSITION AT 19-58" 115-UE .·AT 2Z21Z. TRACK 526 IDENTIFIED AS THREE 1-525 
WAS INITIALLY NOTED AT 2212Z AT i2l41N 114-llE INGRESSINO NORTH VI ETNA" FRON 
LADS(( 3)) AT 2216Z AT POSITION .21-IZN ll4-l7E, TRACK 526 TURNED TO A NORTH 
EASTERLY DIRECTION TD 21-15N 195-13E AT 2213Z THE TRACKING THEN FOLLOWED A 
GENERALLY EASTERLY DIRECTION TD Zl-lZH 115-ZlE AT 22UZ TO 21-l5N 115-SIE AT 
2216Z. TRACK 526 WAS LAST REFLECTED AT 21-ZIN ll4-59E AJ Z219Z HEADING 
SDUTHHEST TOHARD LAOS. AT 2l35Z TRACK 954 IDENTIFIED AS 4 UNIDENTIFIED TYPES 
HAS INITIALLY REFLECTED AT Zl-llN U5-UE. THE AIRCRAFT THEN WENT TO 21-25N 
115-37E AT 2136Z TD 21-55H 1•5-23E AT 2138Z NHERE THEY TURNED 111 DEGREES 
SOUTHEASTNARD TO 21-llN ill5-51E AT 2141Z. THE FINAL POSITION FOR TRACK 954 HAS 
21-UN 116-17E AT Zl55Z~ TRACK 521 HAS INITIALLY REFLECTED INORESSINO NORTH 
VIETNAH AT 21-ZSN 114 ... S7E HEADING IN A NORTHNEST DIRECTION TO 2l-41N ll4-3'f AT 
2148Z. TRACK 523 UNIDENTIFIED AS TD NUMBER AND TYPE HAS INITIALLY REFLECTED AT 
2144Z AT LOCATION u.:..1zN ll5-37E AND HEADING IN A SOUTHEAST DIRECTION TOWARD 
HANOI. AT 2145Z THE TRACKING TURNED HESTHARD AT LOCATION 21-12N U5-51E. TRACIC 
52l .TURNED SOUTHEAST AT Zl-lZN ll5-•3E AT 2149Z EGRESSING OYER LAOS HITH A 
FINAL POSITION AT 21-HH 113-57E AT 2153. TRACK 519 IDENTIFIED AS 3 l-52S WAS 
INITIALLY REFLECtED AT 215-.Z AT Zl-ZBN ll5-43E HEADING SOUTH NEST. TRACKING MAS 
FIHALLY DROPPED AT 2217Z AT Zf-UN 114-23E OVER LAOS, TRACK 712, 4 UNIDENTIFIED 

-TYPE AIRCRAFT, MAS REFLECTED ORllITING NEAR THE HAIPHONGAREA FROM Zl57Z TD 
2Zl3Z. THE ORllT EXTENDED FROM 21-•IN ll6-31E TD 21-45N ll6-37E. TRACK 667 HAS 
INITIALLY REFLECTED AT 2231Z AT 21-52H lf4-Z5E HEADING EAST TO 21-52H ll4--43E 
AT 2231Z. THE TRACK THEN CHANOED DIRECTION SOUTHEAST TO 21-15N 1'5-UE THEN 
NORTHEAST ilO A FINAL POSITION OF 21-lZN U5-2JE. I. HANOI, PHUC YEN AND YEN IAI 
AREAS TRACK 17, 2 SMALL TYPES, WAS INITIALLY NOTED AT 2129Z AT 21-42N 115-17E 
AT 31H ttETERS HEADING NEST TO 21 - .SIH 1J5-J.5E AT ZUIZ WHERE HE TURNED 
SOUTHE~ST TO 21-ZIN ll5-23E ~T 2151Z. THE TRACK THEN TURNED SOUTHHARD TD 2J-55N -• 

II 

(b) (1) 
(b) (3)- 50 USC 403 
(b) (3)-18 USC 7 98 
(b) ( 3 ) - P.L . 86- 36 
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"' l"5-311E AT Z135Z. TRACKIHO THEN HEADED NORTHEAST TD 21-15N U5-43E AT 2136Z. 
THE TRACK THEN HEADED DUE NDRlH TD A FINAL PDSlll"OH OF 21-35H 115-4'3E AT 21uz. 
llSI 11672 NNNH 
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DE 
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H 
ZKZK 00 OID ZLZ DE 
O l9H17Z DEC 

72 ZYH 
FH DIRNSA _ ~·" 
TO NSAllJNIFIH(H:NHISKEY.'.' NCR NMCC NHITE HOUSE 
ZEH . . ~ d;t , . 
·.SE 6 A ET SPIKe SECTION.TEN OF ELEVEN 2,00 CK,R59f-7Z SPOT REPORT 
sg~atfRD .:AVNIAVIA.OPER, DAMCl.'1.l 19 DEC 72/NSA)U S-l~Hcf-...:.vRDE: TRACK '9 
I · ~fED AS 2 SMALL TYPES HAS INITIALLY NOTED AT 21-55N ll5-57E AT 2139Z AND 
HEADING HORTH TO 21-15N 115-SIE AT Z14IZ NHERE IT HEADED NORTHEAST TD A FINAL 
POSITION OF 21-llN 116-llE AT Zl41Z. TRACK 629, UNIDENTIFIED AS TO NUMBER AND 
TYPE, NAS INITIALLY NGTEDAT 2157Z AT POSITION 21-52H 115-SIE HEADING IN A 
HESTERLY DIRECTION TO 21-42H 115-17E TU*NINO SOUTHEAST TO A FINAL POSITION AT 
2131Z OF 21-31N 115-37E. TRACK 626, UNIDENTIFIED AS TD NUMBER AND TYPE, HAS 
GIVEN A SINGLE POSITION AT Z136Z AT 21-41H 114-45E. TRACK 11, IDENTIFIED AS Z 
SHALL TYPES, HAS INITIALLY NOTED AT.2216Z AT 21-ZZN 115-.HE AND FLYING AN 
ERATIC ROUTE TO 21-ZZN 115-45E AT 2215Z, 21-12N ll5-57E AT Z216Z, 21-15N 
116-l3E AT 2217Z. 21-2ZH 115-SIE AT 2221Z, TO A FINAL PSOTION OF 21-25N 116-13E 
AT 2Z23Z. TRACK zz, IDENTIFIED AS 4 SMALL TYPES HAS INITIALLY REFLECTED IT 
22ZIZ AT 21-SZN 115-llE AND GIV_EN A FINAL POSITION OF Zl-52N ll5-23E U ZZZZZ. 
TRAClt 11 IDENTIFIED AS Z SMALliTYPES HAS NOTED AT 2ZZ6Z AT 21-ISN 115-57E. 
TRACK 11 OHITED SOUTHHEST TQ.NORTHEAST IETHEEN 21-J.5N 115-57E TO Zl-55N 
115-51E NITH A FINAL POSITJOH AT Zl-55N 11.5-SIE WITH A FINAL POSITION AT 21-55N 
115-5JE AT Z2JJZ. TRACK ZJ .UNIDENTIFIED AS TO NUMBER AND TYPE HAS REFLECTED 
FL YINO IN A SDUTHEASTERL Y .DIRECTION FROM 2225Z AT Zl-IZN 115-JlE TO Zl-51N · 
115-llE AT Z231Z TD A FINAL POSITION OF 21-45N 115-lfE AT 22J4Z. II. SAM 
REACTION <THIRD HAVE> tETHEEN 2111Z AND ZZllZ, AT LEAST FOUR SAM REGIMENTS 
HERE NOTED REACTING TO.THE AIRSTRIKES--THE 231TH REGIMENT IN THE HAIPHONG AREA. 
THE 234TH AND 272ND REGIMENTS JN THE HANOI PHUC YEH AREAS AND AN UNJDEHTJFIED 
UNIT IN THE HAM DINH.AREA. A MINIMUM OF SIX MISSILES HERE REPORTED IY LAUNCHED, 
ONE DF WHICH DAMAGED 1-52 ROSE 11. NHICH SUBSEQUENTLY CRASHED JN THAILAND WHILE 
ATTEMPTING TO RECOVER AT UDDRN <<3>>. INITIAL SAH REFLECTIONS OF THE THIRD HAVE 
OF STRIKE AIRCRAFT HERE REPORTED IV THE 231TH THE SAM REGIMENT OF 2119Z, THE 
REGIMENT UUNCHE.D ONE, POSSIBLY THO MISSILES AT ZUIZ. AT 2111Z, NVN AIR . 
OPERATIONS FACIUTIES CARRIED A MESSAGE FROH HANOI IACH MAI TD AN UNLOCATED 
STATION WHICH STATED, tHAVE 1-52 ACTIVITY. COMMAND HEADQUARTERS IS IN CONDITION 
OHE.t. AT 2136Z AN UNID£NTIFIED BATTALION SUBORDINATE TO THE 234TH REGIMENT 
CHANOl-PHUC YEN AREA> LAUNCHED ONE MISSILE AT AH UNIDENTIFIED TARGET. NO 
FllRTHER OETAJLS ARE KNOWN. IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER, AT Zl41Z, BATTALION 59 OF 

·-TUE PROIAILE 272ND SAM REGIMENT LAUNCHED AS SINGLE MISSILE. NO RESULTS HERE 
REPORTED.JUT AT 2141Z, AN UNIDENTIFIED SAM UNIT REPORTED SHOOTING DOHN ONE. 
AIRCRAFT AND CAPTURING THE PILOT IS KILOMETERS WEST OF HANOI. THE IDENTITY OF 
THE ILOT HAS NOT REEVEALED NOR THE TYPE OF AIRCRAFT. THO MORE LAUNCHES HERE 
CDNDUClED AT 2156Z, THO 751 IJ673 NNNN 
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82PRB596 LOG LN ND. 169 
DE 
74 .5541125 

ZKZK DO 010 ZLZ DE 
O 19H17Z DEC 

72 ZYH 
FH DJRNSA ._ . 
~~M~S~~~HIFORN MttJskf!l NCR HHCC HHITE HOUSE _ .. . 

·s E e R E T !PHE FINAL SECTION OF ElfVEN __ vool"""llcKtR.591~7.2 SPOT REPORT 
SD.HGJ..l.R..D ~AVHl'AVIA, OPER,.DAMCl.'.I .~ 19 DEC 72 '.NSA7.Ulif(R$)~Htf.=VRDE1 MISSILES IY AN 
UJUllERTIFlED HAJPHONE AREA IATTAUDN AND ONE IY AH UNIDENTIFIED HANOI AREA 
UNIT.· AT 221fZ, AN UNIDENTIFIED SAM IATTAUOH, PROBABLY LOCATED TO THESOUTH OF 
HANOI, REPORTED THAT A 1-52 HAD BEEN SHOT DOWN. NO FURTHER A"PLIFYING DATA MAS 
PASSED. LATER, IETHEEN 2358Z, 11 DECEH9ER AND lfl2Z, 19 DECE"IER A CONVERSATION 
IETHEEN THE 264TH SAM REGIMENT AND IATJALION 71 REVEALED THAT A PILOT HAD IEEN 
CAPTURED AT A AAA UHJT TD THE NEST OF· 1 HE 264TH REGIMENT. NEITHER THE IDENTITY 
OF THE PILOT NOR THE TYPE OF AIRCRAFT WAS REVEALED. Ill. MIO REACTIOHSCTHIRD 
HAVE> HIG-Zl'S HERE ACTIVE AGAIN AT 2131 WHEN THO HERE OH STRIP ALERT AT GIA 
LAM. AT 2139 ONE DF THESE MIB'S, A FISHIED J HODEL, SCRAMBLED AND HAS TOLD TO 
NORK WITH THE IAI THUOGN CONTROLLER AND THE SENIOR OCI CONTROLLER. AT 2151 HE 
PROPPED HIS AUXILIARY FUEL TANKS AND SPOTTED TWO F·4'S TD HIS RJOHT. ONE MINUTE 
LATER HE FIRED A 'MJDDILE., .APPARENTLY WITHOUT SUCCESS. AT 2154 HE HAS IEIHO 
FOLLOWED IY F-4'S ANOTHER. HIB-21 PROBABLY FROM OJA LAM JOINED THE FIRST MIO AT 
2157, IOTH AIRCRAFT WERE VECTORED TOWARD A B-52 llKMS AWAY AND SAH THEIR TARGET 
AT Z212 HHEN IT HAS INMAHAY. DURING THE NEXT SEVERAL MINUTES, THE MIO'S 
11ANEUVERED, SPOTTING THREE URGE tHOSTILEStAT 2215, THO AT 2216, AND AN 
UNIDEHTIFIED NUMBU CJF tHOSTILES AT 2ZIYIZt. AFTER IEJNO ·HARNED TD f'AY ATTENTION 
TO HIS REAR,. ONE MJG REPORTED DAMAGE AT 2214 AND NITHDREW FROM CDMllU. AT 2211 
GIA LAH REPORTED tHAT THE AIRFIELD WAS tlURNING GREATL v•. AND AT 2229 THAT THI! 
RAILROAD STATION WAS tlURHING IRIGHTLY.t ONE OF THE MIO'S <THE SAME HIO-Zl 
REFERENCED EARLIER AT ll.54Z ON STRIP ALERT AT HANOI OJA UM> LANDED AT DIA LAM 
AT 2Z31, IUJ~ ACCORDINO TO PRELIMJNARY<REFERENCED EARLIER AT 1732Z AIRBORNE QUt 
OF IACH HU> THE OTHER MIG WAS NOT NOTED IN lANDitlG COMMUNICATIONS. (Cl)) (U$A29} 
CfUT.IC U""72 11'1415Z DEC AND FOLLOH-UPS, 2'00,VC~ RlJ.U-7.2 II DEC 72. ((2)) -. 

(l1SA~9..· CRITIC 11-7Z 11'11l1Z DEC AND FOLLOW UPS. US» cUSAZ9 CRITIC 12-72 
Jll.l22.14Z DEC AND FOLLOW UPS. 6.5# 11674 NNNN ·- - . 
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