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011 18 DECEM.DER AT 1317Z, A llORTll VIETllAMESE SURFACE-TO- AIR MISSILE UllIT, 
BELIEVED TO BE BATTALIOll 51 OF TllE 267Tll SAM REGIMEllT <UtlLOCTATEIJ RUT POSSIBLY 
Ill TllE VICilllTY OF OF 19-1811 1S5-:.28E UR 2)-1"11 lff5-15E, Vll55iJ) l.AIJUCllED nm 
MISSILES AT A FLIGllT OF TllREE·D52S<<l». TllIS EllGAGEMEIH PRODARLY IllFLICTEU 
SEVERE BATHE DAMAGE TO A 852 l'llllCll SUDSEQlJEllTL Y RECOVERED AT UTAPAO, TllAILAlllJ. 
llORTll VIETllAMESE AIR SURVEILLAllCE FACILITIES BEHIEEll 133ff /\llD 1322Z REPORTEIJ 
LIMITED REFLECTIOllS OF A FL IGllT OF AIRCRAFT BEL I EVEU TO EQUATE TU HIE B52S 
EllGAGED BY Tiff SAM UllIT. TRACKillG DY POSSIDL Y HIE 293RD RECUllllAISSAllCE REGIMEllT 
IIJEllTIFIED TllE TRACK, BELIEVED TO EQUATE THE LILAC FLIGllT, AS A FLIGlfT UF TllREE 
8525. TllE IllITIAL REFLECTIOll PLACED TllE FLIGllT AT 19-'i811 lff5-31fE AT 131fiJZ Oii I\ 
llORTllMARD llEADJllG. TlfE llEXT PUSITIOll REPORT REFLECTED TllE FLIGllT AT 28-281-1 
llJ5-3SE AT 1381Z. TRACKillG COlllillUITY "f>PEAREIJ HJ DE LOST AS TllE TllIRD POSITIOll 
REPORT HAS llOT PASSED UllTIL 1317Z, MllEll TllE FLIGllT 1-1/\S Al 19-(1211 1ff5-llfE. TllE 
AIRCRAFT TllRllED AllD llEAIJED SOUTllEAST TO A LAST-llUTEIJ POSITIUll OF 18-'ilU U5-57E 
AT 1322Z. llURTll VIETtlAMESE SAM FACILITIES DID llUT REFLECTIUll THE ACllJAL LAUllCll 
AGAillST TllE D52; llOMEVER, AT 1334l A SPE"KER BELIEVED TU BE AT DATTAl.IUl-I 51, 
PASSED PRELIMillARY IrlFORMATIOll COllCERllillB AT lMO-MJ.SSILE SAi.VU LAUllCllEIJ l\T A 
FLIGllT OF D52S AT 1317Z. TllE FIRST MISSILE MAS L"UllCllEIJ l\LUllG /\II AZIMUTll OF 3fflf 
IJEGRESES FROM lllE SITE, TllE SECOllD Al.OllG "" AZIMUTll OF 298 DEGREES. TllE 
SITE-TU-TARGET RAllGES AT TIME OF LAllllCll l·IEIH: 37. /\lllJ 31! Kil.OMETERS FOR MISSILES 
OllE AllD ntU, RESPECTIVELY. TllE AZIMUTllS AlllJ RAllOES AT POllH OF IflTERCEPT MERE 
272 DEGREES, 29 KILOMETERS AllD 27S DEGREES, 26 KILOMETERS FUR TllE FIRST AllD 
SECOllD MISSILES. HIE REPORTED TARGET ALTITUDE MAS llJ KILOMETERS. TllE SPEAKEll 
REPORTED TllAT THE MISSILES MERE DETOllATED DY MEAllS OF PROXIMITY FUZE; FUZE 
ARMillG TIMES l-IERE 11. 5 SECOlll>S FOR EACH Ml SS ILE. TllE FIRST MISSILE REPORTEllL Y 
RAii PAST TtlE TARGET TOMARDS DIRECTIUll 26~. MISSILE THO RAii TOHARD DIRECTIUU 
291f. $ IU COllCLUDlllG TllIS REPORT, TtlE SPEAKER STATED TllAT PERSUllllEL AT TllE SAM 

-DATTALIOll AllD OntER UIHDEllTIFIED $OBSERVERS$ REPORTEU Tlll\T DUlll MISSILES 
$EXPLODED HELL.$ COMMEllT COLLATERAL SOURCES REPllRT Tll/\l UllE 11-52 OF Lii.AC CELL 
SUSTl\IllED SEVERE BATTLE DAMAGE, PROBABLY FROM SllRFACE-TO-AIR MISSILES, AFTER 
STRIKillG A TARGET AT 21-B9ll llf5-51E AT 1383Z. TllE AIRCRAFT RECDVERED AT 
U-TAIPAI, TlfAILAlllJ. ((l))\:[5Jt-29.:_£RJTIC lff-72 l8/l4iJ5Z "'Ill FULLOH-UPS. XXtlll 5fffY 
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