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VIETNAM BETWEEN 8237 AND 8325 ON 12 SEPTEMBER AND ACCORDING TO SIGINT RESULTED 
IN THE SHOOTDOWN OF ONE U.S. AIRCRAFT AND TWO MIG-2l'S. TWO MIG-2l'S REACTED 
FROM KEP AIRFIELD AT 8237 UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE KEP CONTROLLER. BY 8239 THE 
SENIOR GCI CONTROLLER HAD ASSUMED CONTROL OF THE FLIGHT AND ONE MINUTE LATER 
ORDERED THE MIG'S TO GO ON AFTERBURNERS. THEY WERE WARNED OF EIGHT $HOSTILES$ 
TO THEIR RIGHT AT 61 DEGREES AND A DISTANCE OF 58 KILOMETERS AT 8242, AND, AS 
THE MIG'S WERE CLOSING, THEY DROPPED AUXILIARY TANKS. THE SENIOR GCI CONTROLLER 
COHTINUED TO VECTOR HIS AIRCRAFT TOWARD THE $HOSTILES$ AHO HARN THEM TO BE 
ALERT TO THE REAR UNTIL 8245 WHEN THE $HOSTILES$ WERE $CROSSING LEFT TO 
RIGHT ... AHEAD OF YOU 25 KILOMETERS.$ THE LEAD PILOT THEN TOLD HIS WINGMAN HE 
SAH THE EIGHT AIRCRAFT OH THE LEFT AND ORDERED HIM TO $TAKE THE TARGETS ON THE 
RIGHT.$ PERMISSION TO ATTACK WAS GRANTED BY THE SENIOR GCI CONTROLLER, AND AT 
S247 THE LEAD PILOT CLAIMED A SHOOTDOHN. THE MIG'S THEN BROKE AWAY TOWARD PHUC 
YEN AT MAXIMUM SPEED. AFTER PASSING OVER KEP AT 8259, THE WINGMAN SAID HE HAD 
TO RETURN TO KEP A"D WAS GIVEN PERMISSION BY THE LEAD PILOT. THE SENIOR GCI 
CONTROLLER THEN BROKE IN AND HARNED THE WIHGMAN TO PAY ATTE"TIOH FOR $THO 
F-4 1 S$ IN THE KEP AREA, AND THE WINGMAN EXCITEDLY ASKED IF HE COULD ATTACK. THE 
PHUC YEN CO"TROLLER ATTEMPTED UNSUCCESSFULLY TO CONTACT THE HINGMAN AT THIS 
POIUT, AND THE LEAD PILOT WAS UNABLE TO SIGHT HIM EITHER. THE LEAD PILOT 
LAHDED AT PHUC YEN AT 8255. AT 8256, CONTROLLERS AT KEP AIRFIELD SIGHTED THEIR 
DOWNED PILOT'S PARACHUTE. THO OTHER MIG-2l'S TOOK OFF FROM HANOI GIA LAM ·, 
AIRFIELD AT 8318 AND WERE VECTORED TOWARD A FLIGHT OF EIGHT TO TWELVE $HOSTILE$ 
AIRCRAFT 121 KILOMETERS AWAY. BY 8388 THE $HOSTILES$ WERE 48 KILOMETERS AWAY, 
AND THE MIG 1 S DROPPED THEIR AUXILIARY FUEL TANKS AND HERE TOLD TD STAY ON 
AFTERBURHERS. AT 8389 THE SENIOR GCI CONTROLLER INFORMED THE LEAD PILOT THAT 12 

•$HOSTILES$ AIRCRAFT HERE IN THE AREA, AND THE GIA LAH CONTROLLER ADDED THAT 
THEY WERE 38 KILOMETERS AHAY AND EXTENDED FOR 12 KILOMETERS. HE THEN GRANTED 
PERMISSION TO ATTACK $IF YOU HAVE THE ADVANTAGE$ BUT TO $WATCH OUT FOR RAIDS 
DEHIHD YOU AND AHEAD.$ THE LEAD PILOT SIGHTED HIS TARGET AT 9311 AND WAS 
ORDERED BY GIA LAM TO ATTACK; HOWEVER, WITH THE U.S. AIRCRAFT MANEUVERING, THE 
SENIOR GCI CONTROLLER ORDERED HIS AIRCRAFT TO BREAK AWAY AT 8313. THE WINGMAN 
HAS HOT HEARD AFTER THIS TIME. BETWEEN d314 AND 8319 THE LEAD PILOT CLAIMED 
THAT $THEY ARE SHOOTING ROCKETS ALL AROUND$ AND ATTEMPTED TO MANEUVER A~IAY FROM 
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·HOSTILE$ AIRCRAFT. AT S315 HE CONFIRMED THAT HIS HINGMAN WAS HIT AND AT f32f 
IAS GIVEN ORDERS TO RETURN TO GIA LAM WHERE HE LANDED AT APPROXIMATELY S324. 
:OMMENT, COLLATERAL COtlFIRMS THE LOSS OF OUE U.S. AIRCRAFT ON 12 SEPTEMBER. 
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