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. .. :-;-~>·::: ·./.· . ·:}·:~· ... ·.At. ze1soa ·EST March,'. a USAP. AC-130A gunship···a·ssign~d_.-:"s~--~~\~:;.{: ::~-'.~· 
:'~::· :. ': .. ; '. _:.: !:_· ·_·::-~he- 8th 1'actical Fighter. Wing Ubon, RTAFB .- Thailand· .-w~s>·:;.y~::,'. ::i.':j 

·· :: ·. ,.-... . : · c\,; ... ~,~~,;l by a SAM or a rocket 10 miles southwest of Tch~pone .' :-~ ~'.~~;\~·'.: ·.;, ;.:;·:_' .. . ·'.· ;' .. : .-(·:: ~< ··111ap on roverse . side)~--.. ' : The gunship. and three' 'p.:4 :_escort ;/;~2T\< 
.'.. · 1 --~-... ~-~"°aft wore on an armed reconnaissance r.tission when thev :· .-.-.:::;<;;:• ·_ 

":.~- ... _- :·:·_:-tired upon by- three SAMs or rocket~. n1e F-4.'s flignt · _.~_,:::·;.:._. ·.:: 
. ~- ·:'"".··•!.:·;;reported the gunship, which was orbiting at 8,500 .··· · .. · · 

._· ·< ·,.~.: }~::~~~'~ ,:. ·exploded following a direct_hit in the mid-secticm~·. -.,.>:·;'\-.::- .. < 
. . _. -:'· .. · .- .: · .. · \; · .. .--... u.f radar signals "wore detected by th~ F-4 air.er.aft~:.· -::: · :·: .. _:·.- .. :. 

. . . . . .. .. . . .. . .. . . - . . . . . . . . .. · .. : ::-:: : ... •. : · . ..... :.~·:: : . ~.,· 
- . · · · · ·· -~, There were 14 crowmcmbe1·s on the AC-130. · Initial·· · .· · :- .>~ ·~/ .-: 

. . "_'. . !!:::·=~.-:~':'.t~ indicated that one boopcr radio signal had be~n.: : : .. · .· _;>.:.:>·:_:! .: 
.. · .. ·-\;::·"";;·tved, howovor~ subsequent reports state no chutes ><·:· .·.· ' ~: ·.:_'·.: .. : ·· 

· .. 

. ; 

-~· · . :e:~ .. ::;,._ observed and no voico oT beeper radio ~.on tact has . __ :.: .. <-'' .. :·: . 
e-n .. ·~: established9. Search ra.nd rescue .operations aTo in . . . 
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