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ON 16 FEBRUARY BETWEEN m458Z AND §#9327 IN THO DISTINCY PERIODS OF ACTIVITY,

THE 29B8TH RECONNAISSANCE REGIMENT AT BA DON REFLECTED AN UNUSUALLY LARGE AHOUNT

OF HOSTILE AIR ACVIVITY OVER NORTH VIETNAM IN THE LOWER QUANG BINH PROVINCE
AREA AND THE DMZ. DURING THIS TIME FRAME, ELEMENTS OF THE 274TH SAM REGIMENT

E
RECTION OF THE LOWER QUANG BINH PROVINCE. BETHEEN THIS TIME AND B614Z, THIS
AIRCRAFT, INCLUDING EIGHT F-4°'S, ACTIVE IN THE LOWER QUANG BINH PROVINCE

OOTDONN" BY NVN 274TH SAM

SE
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gEADQUARTERS REFLECTED A TOTAL OF 11 HOSTILE RAIDS, AMPLIFIED AS BETWEEN 43 AND
A

REA, AND IN THE DMZ. ALL OF THESE RAIDS, EXCEPT ONE, ENTERED NORTH VIETNAM

FROM LOAS. IN REACTION TO THIS HEAVY HOSTILE ACTIVITY, AT E595Z, BATTALIONS 86,

88 AND 89 OF THE 274TH SAM REGIMENT (CURRENTLY IN LOWER BINH PROVINCE BETWEEN
DONG HOI AND THE DMZ) ENTERED CONDITION ONE COMBAT STATUS. AT ISIQZ. BATTALION
89 REPORTED LAUNCHING THO MISSILES AT AN UNIDENTIFIED TARGET. AT 85292,
BATTALION 89 WAS AGAIN NOTED LAUNCHING THD MISSILES,'AND AT #341Z, VISUAL
OBSERVERS AT_THAT BATTALION REPORTED SEEING AN F4 BURST INTO FLAMES AT BAX HA
(17-98N 186-35E), AND FUTHER STATED THAT THEIR BATTALION HAD PROBABLY DOWNED

THE AIRCRAFT. IN THE SECOND PERIDD OF ACTVIVITY, BETWEEN @7@NZ AND IQSZZp THE BA

DON SOUTHERN SECTOR HEADQUARTERS REFLECTED A TOTAL OF 17 HOSTILE R
REPRESENTING AS MANY AS 79 UNIDENTIFIED TYPE AXRCRAFT, ACTIVE OVER lAD
GULF-OF TONKIN, AND OVER NORTH VIETNAM IN THE LOWER QUA

AREAS. AT @736Z AN UNIDENTIFIED ELEMENT OF THE 274TH_SAM REGIMENT ENTERED
CONDITION ONE AND WAS ORDERED TO ENGAGE AND DESTROY THE TARG AT
#7632COMMUNICATIONS BETHEEN ELEMENTS OF THE 274TH INDICATED TgAT POSS I!lY é“

) 27 M E

~IN COMMUNICATIONS WITH BATTALIONS 86, 87 AND 89 DISCUSSINO THE SHOGTDDHN OF AN
UNIDENTIFIED TYPE AIRCRAFT AND THE CAPTURE OF THD PILOTS.
CONTROLLER ALSO INSTRUCTED BATTALIONS 86 AND 87 T0 STRIKE ALL ACQUIRED TARGETS
AND TO0 BE ESPECIALLY ALERT FOR SLOW MOVING RESCUE TYPE AIRC
THEM DOWN. AT S838Z AN UNIDENTIFIED ELEMENT OF THE 274TH AGAIN
CONDITION ONE, AND ORDERS HERE GIVEN TO ENGAGE AND DESTROY THE T ET
IDENTIFIED AS AN OV-18, THEN AT #8492 BATTALION 86 WAS GIVEN INSTRUCTIDNS T0
ENGAGE AND DESTROY A TARGET IDENTIFIED AS FOUR SMALL TYPE AIRCRAFT. NO
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REFLECTIONS OF MESSILE LAUNCHES WERE OBSERVED DURING THOSE LAST THO TIME OF
ACIIVITY. COMMENTS ACCORDING TO OPERATIONAL SOURCES, AT B515Z ON 16 FEBRUARY, A
FROTECTIVE REACTION AIR STRIKE WAS REPORTED AGAINST AIR DEFENSE TAROQETS IN
SOUTHERN NORTH VIETNAM. OPERATIONAL DATA ALSO REVEALS THAT AT 97382, A
UBON-BASED USAF F-6 (MUSXET #1) HAS DOWNED BY SA-2 MISSILE FIRE OVER THE DMZ
NORTH VIETNAM. XXHH 748 #8259 NNNNZ
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