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OH 16 FEBRUARY IETHEEN 1458Z AND l93ZZ IN THO DISTINCT PERIODS OF ACTIVITY, 
THE 291TH RECONNAISSANCE REGIMENT AT I~ DON REFLECTED AH UNUSUALLY LAROE AMOUNT 
OF HOSTILE AIR ACTIVITY OVER NORTH VIETNAM IN THE LOHER QUAHO llHH PROVINCE 
AREA AND THE DMZ. DURING THIS TIME FRAME. ELEMENTS OF THE 274TH SAM REOJMEHT 
HERE ENGAGED IN ACTIVE AIR DEFENSE ACTIVITY HHICH RESULTED IH THE REPORTED 
SHOOTDOHN OF AT LEAST ONE AIRCRAFT. DETAILS AT l458Z THE IA DON SOUTHERN 
SECTOR HEADQUARTERS BEGAN REFLECTING HOSTILE RAIDS OVER LAOS HEADING IN THE 
DIRECTION OF THE LOHER GUANO IJNH PROVINCE. IETHEEN THIS Tl"E AND •61~Z, THIS 
HEADQUARTERS REFLECTED A TOTAL OF 11 HOSTILE RAIDS, A"PllFIED AS IETHEEH"43 AND 
55 AIRCRAFT, INClUDINO EIGHT F-4'S, ACTIVE IH THE LOHER GUANO IINH PROVINCE 
AREA, AND JN THE DMZ. All OF THESE RAIDS, EXCEPT ONE, ENTERED NORTH VIETNAM 
FROM LOAS. JH REACTION TO THIS HEAVY HOSTILE ACTIVITY, AT 1515Z, IATTAlIONS 86, 
88 AHD 19 OF THE 274TH SAM REGIMENT CCURRENTL Y IN LUHER llNH PROVINCE IETNEEN 
DONG HOI AHO THE DMZ> ENTERED CONDITION ONE COMBAT STATUS. AT 1514Z,•IATTAllON 
89 REPORTED LAUNCHING THO MISSILES AT AH UNIDENTIFIED TAROET. AT 15~9Z, 
IATTALIOH 19 HAS AGAIN NOTED LAUNCHING TND MISSILES,·AND Al f541Z. VISUAL 
OBSERVERS AT THAT IATTALIOH REPORTED SEEING AN F4 IURST INTO FLAMES AT IAI HA 
<17-•fH 1•6-l5E>, AND FUTHER STATED THAT THEIR .BATTALION HAD PROIAILY DOHHED 
THE AIRCRAFT. IN THE SECOND PERIOD OF ACTIVITY, IETHEEN 1711Z AND 19S2Z, THE IA 
DON SOUTHERN SECTOR HEADQUARTERS REFLECTED A TOTAL OF 17 HOSTILE RAIDS, 
REPRESENTING AS MANY AS 79 UNIDENTIFIED TYPE AIRCRAFTU ACTIVE OVER LAOS, THE 
GULF-OF TONKIN. AND OVER NORTH VIETHAH IN THE LOHER Q ANO llHH PROVINCE AND DMZ 
AREAS. AT l7l6l AN UNIDENTIFIED ELEMENT OF THE 274TH SAM REGIMENT ENTERED 
CONDITION ONE AND MAS ORDERED TO EHGAOE AND DESTROY THE: TARGET. AT 
f74lZCDHHUNICATIONS IETNEEN ELE"ENTS OF THE 274TH INDICATED THAT POSSIBLY ~~' 
IATTALJON 17 HAD SHOT DOHN AM AIRCRAFT AND CAPTURED IDTH CREHMEHIERS. IETHERn 
J739Z AND 1759Z, THE AA WEAPONS CONTROLLER OF THE 274TH SAM REGIMENT HAS---IHJTED 

-IN COMMUNICATIONS HITH BATTALIONS 16, 17 AND 89 DISCUSSING THE SHOOTDOHH OF AN 
UNIDENTIFIED TYPE AIRCRAFT AND THE CAPTURE OF THO PILOTS. THE WEAPONS 
CONTROLLER ALSO INSTRUCTED IATTALIONS 16 AND 17 TO STRIKE ALL ACtUIRED TARGETS 
AND TO BE ESPECIALLY ALERT FOR SLOH MOVIHO RESCUE TYPE AIRCRAFT AND TO SHOOT 
THEM DOHN. AT 1131Z AN UNJDENTIFIED ELEMENT OF THE 274TH AOAIH fNTERED 
CONDITION ONE. AND ORDERS HERE GIVEN TO ENGAGE AND DESTROY THE TARGET, 
lPEHTIFIED AS AN ov-11. THEN AT l149Z JATTALIOff 86 HAS DIVEN IHSTRUCTIDHS TD 
ENGAGE AND .DESTROY A TARDET IDENTIFIED AS FOUR SMALL TYPE AIRCRAFT. NO · -• 

II 

11 n 
SEERET SPBK~ 

i' I\ 
/ \, 

• 
@>pproved for release by NSA on 07-03-2014. Transparency Case# 6588~ 

(b) (3)-P.L. SE 

" -

~· 

: 

/€Jc./( 



DOCID: 4129476 

--

II 

... • . .... 

REFLECTIONS OF MISSILE LAUNCHES HERE OBSERVED DURINO JHOSE LAST THO TIME OF 
ACllVITY. COMMENTS ACCORDING TO OPERATIONAL SOURCES, AT J515Z ON 16 FEBRUARY, A 
PROTECTIVE REACTION AIR STRIKE MAS REPORTED AOAINST AIR DEFENSE TAROETS IN 
SOUTHERN "ORTH VIETNAM. OPERATIONAL DATA ALSO REVEALS THAT AT J7l8Z, ·A 
UBON-BASED USAF F-4 CMUSKET llJ HAS bDHNED BY SA-2 MISSILE FIRE OVER THE DMZ 
NORTH YIETNAH. XXHH 7JJ t8ZS9 NNHNZ 
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