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DOCID: 4129947 

Deputy Director 31 May 1996 

Dear Dr. Hamilton: 

I did receive your April 1 7 letter requesting additional 
information about VENO NA My Deputy Director of Policy, 
Mr. James P. Cavanaugh, responded to your request in a 
letter dated 15May1996. If you have not received it, please 
advise and my staff will send you a copy. 

Deputy Director 

Dr. James W. Hamilton, M.D. 

I 
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DOClD: 412994 7 I --..... ~p-ril ..... ,....1,...,...7,,..... -l~--. 9-o-· __ ___. ····. ··· ..... ··· .. ·· ... ·· · ··· ... -

WUlW.m P. Crowell 
Deputy Director 
National SeL"llrin· _.\gencv 
Fort George G. ~·le-.ide. MD 1ll7S5-ti(\.'l' 

De:ir Mr. Crowell: 

·-. .. ··-·- .. · - ~ . 

(b)(6) 

I am writing to ask if you could let ine know when exactly the ~far. 30. 1945 \'~ONA c:ible 
(#1822) referring to ·Ales' was ilcewtlly broken intoi' '\Vould it ha,-e been Aug. 8, 1969. the 
dare at the bottom of the NSA document that was rele-.ised fast month. or did it occur much 
em-lier. say between 1947 and 195:! when the bulk of the 1945 decryptions was donei' 

Also. are there an,- other cover names like ·Ales' in the VE~O~A traffic? In other words if 
Alger Hiss is this 'person. 'Ales' seems more like an acronym than a crypton~m and quire 
transparenc \\"hi!reas the names used to conce:il identities of other So";er spies in th~ 
material that has been made public so far do not seem to have such an ob\.;ous connecti"1n 
to the parties _ conc~m~. 

In the Hiss exhibit ;l[ rhe Crypc\Jlogical History :nus~um. I ·.mdersc.md there 1~ ;i mecfo.l :hac 
Hiss is supposed :c have gotten from th~ S\J\;.?!S md I ";\"OU!d appreciate it if y.11.1 ren Int' :h~ 
name 0f this ilward. h->w it WClS ~t:.lblishro di.at Hiss had :-c~~i..-ed it ;.md .. ,·hi:":-~ ilnd •md~r 
what circumscances ;t had b~en c;h·en ~0 him~ 

Thllllk \"OU. 

Sincereiy. 

James \V. Hamilton. :\l.D. 

!'r!P..y 1 '7' 1996 

Dee.r tir. Crowell• 

I an wr1ti"lf'.: to ask if !'OL1- ·he.Cl. rece1-.·ea. the A.'hove let~er 
~. nd, 1f so_, ~rhe!'l I mi'?,'ht exp_ect to hear ~ron you. 

Si l'lC erel,lr, 
~I '4a ,._,,..,..,--a 


