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PUEBLO Status Report

Since tha capturce of the USS PUEBLO on 23 January, NSA has been es—
pecially watchful for any reflections, or any reactions, from any sourcs,
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which relate to that incident. There have been many, but the vast major—
ity have appearsd in world press media,

Only days after tho incldent, we had compiled a thorough inventory
of the cryptologie documents and oquipment which were aboard the vessel.
Onn the basis of that invendory, cognigzant clements of the Agency were
instructed to prepare Damage Assesswent statements, predicated on the
assuaption of total compromise. This task has been done, and the state-
ments are now being evalwated,

Of oowrsa, with a very few specific exceptions, gleaned from pub~
lished photographs, we are not certaln what was captwed intact or what
was able to be destroyed. We feal that we will not learn more until the
De-Briefing Tean has a chance to interview the crew meaubers -— partic—
ularly those of the SIGINT Detachnent. To that end, with the notabloe
collaboration of the Haval Security Group, we have a compebont SIGINT
and COMSEC De~Briefing Team, rcady to mrocced on shart notics to the
locale of the crew's release to U.S. authordty.

Our SIGINT analysts have been on the alert for any tightening-up
of target country commmnicaticn procedures, which might be traceable
to that country's having learncd of our past succosses from capbtured

docunments, Thus far, of the commnication anomalles observed, none
are consldercd traceable to the compromise of PUEBLO documents,
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We are presently reviewing the Operations Plan, developed by CINC-
PACFLT, for the de-briefing of tho PUEBIO erew, and we hope to ensure
that our interests and preparations are in consonance with the provis-
ions of that Flan.

We are also in the process of reviewing the requiremnts for clas-
sified reference naterials to boe held by ship-borne platforms.

To sum up, we are staylng on top of developments, but it is obvious
to us a1l that the final chapter has yet to be writteny the final assess~
ment has yet to be mada., We hope that it will be soon,
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