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.+ . . The PUEBLO

P, s F o 1 have little to repdrt on the PUEBLO situation beyond what \\ 15
I told you in our-15 February meeting. The crew has not yet been. % -

' ) returned and we' must still assume the worst with regard to the possible-

.- impact of tHé,-‘_loss bf:'this 'ship and its COMINT re_sburde_s on our

' SIGINTIcapability égainst North Kore'a, the SOViet Union. and possibly
. Communist China. As yet, however, this impact has not been felt, at
|= iéa'_s_:t not in a re¢cgnizable form. |
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While some minor details of the procedural changes

. when

. effected could conceivably have been influenced ‘by'da”ta obtained from "

. the PUEBLO, ther_e is no real evidence of this, and_t-,th'e' communications

change, per se, | . |

_As a resnlt_ of the lessons learned:‘from‘ the PUEBLO incident, I

.have_'ihitiated such actions as are‘ within my purview to reduce to a

. bare minimum SIGINT holdings in all e)iposed areas and to ensure more .

complete. knowledge.of and -c'ontrol-over'SIGINT holdings in anv area.

.'I'he policy of hoidmg classified material to an absolute mimmum for

the spec:fic S,IGINT,missmn involved may result in a less effective
scheduled SIGINT operation and w111 undoubtediy hamper SIGINT operations

ship is diverted to a non- scheduled contmgency mission. However,

this_'action. will help. in _limiting _potential'da_mage 'thrOugh s_uch loss in

the future and m'inirniim technical_ support'requiré‘-ments. of ‘the ship can

.-

'be met through existing radio communications channels. -

1 have -’aiso participated in community-wide pro'jects atternpting

to refine and st.rengthen command and control. procedures relating to the

. safety of aii reconnaissance act1v1ties and to provide more effective -

destruc':t_procedtires and equipment'.

1n short, the PUEBLO has been a bitter lesson and the entire

_' inteiligence communitj_r has been reacting in a positive inanner to avoid

a repetition..
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