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INTRODUCTION (CHART) 

. "This portion of the briefing session will cover the Pueblo 

incident. It will" be broken into five major ·categorie? :simil~r to 

a p_aper prepared in respons ~ to q~es tions asked by the commit tee .• 
. . 

At the conclusion, we will critique th~ incident and discuss in 

general terms th~ potential. o:f · adai tional sens.ors to provide 

additi9nal information or indic'ators to aid decision· makers in 

·anticipating an event s).milar to the Pueblo • 

PRE-INCIDENT (CHART) 

While there were no spec:::ific indi°cators available prior to the 

Pueblo operation such as increaaed alert posture, military redeploy-

ments, or ·an incre~se in forces, the general indicators that the North 

Koreans might harass an overt peripheral reconnaissance platform were 

evident .over -a ·period 

of 2~ years before the deployment of 'the Pueblo. It is a matter of 

record that these indicators were summar:Lzed and constituted the 

basis· for an NSA message to the JCS on 29 December 1967. In additi9n, 

an NSA mes~age ·of 2~ December alerted ol:lr US.SCA sites I land 

appropriate SIGINT offices ... I _______ __.~· 

·· ... 

MILITARY POSTURE· (CHART) ·• lb I I 1 I 

Th,e e~s.t coast North Korean mili tary ... posture at t.he t"ime of 
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the incident was as follows (pause). Communications serving this pos"7 

· ture consisted primari1y 9f ffii' manual Morse, HF/VHF radiotelephone and\ 

I e:<>~unications. 

SUMMARY OF THE INCIDENT ( ~ )-

Since the incident itself is well documented, t. will just 
. . 

priefly descirbe. the· scenario. .There were no SIGlNT" reflections of 

'the Pueblo until· she arrived off Wo'nsan on 22 January. -The blue . . . 

line represents -early Nortli Korean radar tracking ···on the· Pueblo; :th~ 

. . . 
dotted b~ack lizie,..._r.epr~sents the 12~ ·1imi t;. the rE;?d and. orange lines 

represent the reacting· NKN vessels;'. the brown line represents. the 

North Korean tracking of the Pueblo being es~orted int~ Wo 'nsan."; . . 

th·e green· line repres~nts the NKAF fligh·(~ctivity relating to t:he" 

in~ident• The majority o:f _.the· in:formation .on this ch~_rt .. ,1s b~sed 
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intercept·ed HF manual Mors~ communications,; there was also extensive 
. . 

intercept o:f VHF radiotelep.hone communications ·between the reacting 

ships and the shore, and the :fighter pilots and.ground controlle~s, 

which adds to the scenario.~n terms o:f actions being taken by the 

".\ bl 11 I . 
North Koreans relative to the incident. · 

COLLEcTION POSTURE (MAP) 

.·.( t .> .).(3)-50 USC 403 
\b\{3)- 1 0 US C 7 9 8 
fbJ(;.lf-cP.L. 8 6-36' 

This map represent·~ the· SIGINT ct>llection· posture yihen '•the· .. 

Pueblo was deployed • 

....._ __ ...--.... IACRP collection -----------------...,......---........ --......,.--.. 
• 

SENSO~S PROVIDING INFORMATION (CHART) 

Two of the essential ele~ents of in:formation relating to the 

incident were the locations o:f the USS Pueblo and the· Nort.h Korean 

vessels, and th~ activity o~ the North Korean units in the general 

area. The S~GIN~ available on these EEI ·'~-ds noted in the subca te~ .. 
. . . 

·gories indicated As 

mentioned'earlier the primary source o:f in:formation on.this incid~nt 

-~ .. ' --:-, 71 
.· j ;( " . ·- . . ~. :.:.:::....' .:':i .. 

.. 
_;:-...._·.-... ·~~-'.:1; .. ·.~.~---·.··~~ ~.: . . : .;·-'.···.·.· _:.1. ;::·• ·:..,.. ·-~ ·- ... ~ :. 
~ -- .~~ J_-~)~~:,·E3 r· .,:~· ... 

. ~ 

-- • • • -=~-- :· a~ ..,. ·-·~ ••-··~·-··· .: 

--· ... 

' · .... 



__ '.'.',~· 

DOCID·;'\ 
·~ 
i 

"J 
. :,::1' 
~ -~ 

J 
--·i .. : 

.: .• :·. 

.. : ~ 

.. :·i 
;.·.J 

.... ··· 

.. ..:-~. ~.:. 

4062757 

'. . .. '..l 

CONCLUSION {OH'A.RT) 

-

- ((b)(ll. 

Lbl (3)-50 USC 403' 
(b ll31-lB usi;: H B 

• (b) (3)-cP,L. 86-36 

Our subsequent critique of the SIGINT available prior to the 

incident substantiates that other than general evidenoe of east coast 

sensitivity, ther~ were no ·speci.:€ic indicators available to forecast 

. 
the precise intentions of the North Koreans. The/ collection of\ . 

tactical communica tio-~s I Fas enough to enable 

~ . eomp1ete reconstructiOri.o:f the incident from SIGINT: ~~ fee1, 

I~j additional 
'''* ~ /': 
: •~•I 

_:J 

. ·• 
SIGINT sensors would have only provided us more of the same type of 

>:1 information on this chart. As indicatE!d earlier, we are also 
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