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lllROUGR S/5 

A.c.cordbtg to ti radio r~port f~m tho USS ~rai mo uni<ltmtified 
delt,e-Yi;ig jet fi3fiters Oll'~itee the ship at £16,;0z -0!1 June 8 ~t. ~ 

estimated altitude of 5!}0~ feet and at a distat!ce of two miles. 
A. subs~uent sit~ap from t~ Lib~rtx a!t~bli~h~s ~ fello~ics chro~~logy 
for t.i-1ic d.r sd ~urface attacl:.e: 1) at 120SZ~ the sh!.p was att.idta-d by 
ma.iC:ent1fied jet fi~tne--;"' believed to be Israeli~ Which made &ix Gtr~f­
ing 1'\lt\S oo the ship; 2) tilt 12257. three ~orpetio boats,, oAe irle..~ti ficci as 
Israeli (hull n~er 2n6-1') ~;;ipro.ae.~& the shi1> from t11e. stetboera 
q~a~t~r ~t bigh spaeq; ~) at 1227&~ the attacki&g bo&ts l~eheu a 
torpedG ~nd strafing at.tack, 4) one torpsdo sttuck the bi.!?£..~ at 
apµX"oldc3tely 1228.Z: 5) at 1255Z br~li helicopters orbited tho ah.i~ at 
a range of SOD yards. At Oo50Z, the Liber.tyta position w-as 31 u~grees 
27 minute!S S, 34 .degrees 0 minutes Eat 120.5.Z~ tl1e. ah.iprs ?i:s>sitiou vc.s· 
31 deg1"ee-s 35 rniuu.cesN s 33 de&rees 29 r.dnutes Et These positions <'1.re> 
rcllpectiv~ly .. U and 23 nautical .nles due north of "' point an t.'i.e UAR 
coast apprc21."i1raately mi~sy heti:1een the tows of al-'Arish and al-Stia.'t:s. 
Al-Sh1a'u i6 locat:ec within the UAR adjaca~t to the Gaza strip (see­
.attaci::J!d map). 

No traffic h~s .itp!)eat'ed -pertaining to Isrd\eli military com..~i­
catio~s in this ~.one beforei <'!llld during the .d.r a:;),cl sea att.ack2 on June S. 
~e are cileckiug furth~r.) Out first iatercept is logged at 1131Z~ 
pre.s\!lll$ ly three minutes .efter the torpede .attack..;, tbi~ r.~ssage ts t.he 
first in :i series of eommuracs.~~ns-heH-~'tltohave bean conducted 
bet;.}e<an Isri!eli gretmd'-radar~~trel s~~ei~l:l$ andJ1elic0-pters.. The 
l23lZ rn.lSsa,ge :=a!er$ to na. wara~ip thatwe attt!.eketi.-:--i1 and di~ect:s t~e 
helicnpten to l!!.tteltlpt to J"~lcuoa 'lies~l cre~ers ~ei>et:tei;lly in the 
vater. At 1234Z, the e;round control statim1 re!Jorted thnt the shiv had 
been identified ras Etzy"pti&i. (Ue do not know the b.asis csf this 
id~ntif~~ation.) At 1256Z. tha helicopter pilo~s wera ord~ro~ to r$~ort 
the l'.!L'itiondit:y of any creW?Nlr..ben rescued. At l3tt2Z. au Israeli ground 
6tatio~,,. r~spcmdb:.z to oo 'f(ln~udited ia;ssa;e,. <i.S'ked: !•otd it clearly 
s!gual an American flsg?~ and raquested & further ~ck. 
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In a aepara.te raport from USl).M Tel Aviv, a nliable ~rlcan source 
W-88 t~ld by a aeo.io-r l.81:6&1 Ait'cralft IndUG'tr!es (lil) official tbs.t oa 
the maming 0£ Juae & he hem·e tDF 't:-anemis:;lOllS at ah:-to .... groimd 
heqwncies. An ai'Cc:~aft rep<n:tad aighting a sbipy was order~d ~a 
investigate. snd l'&J:?~Uted back that the ship l!~d a !JS flag. The aircraft. 
uu ordered to rec..~& and me.de m 'Se~,~~001rs1lily a thl.rc pass .. 
C®.find.ng at least for ~ second -•=t1iat tne fl;ag wea US. 

- '!'he following eonclusions-ap~t'- w3rn;.~v by 'i:.l°le foregoing infor­
Ta.atiotn I) \l?e caiu1etd8t;"Ntne vi.th cart.ai.nt7 that the jets that 
orbited the ~U1_ at 065-0Z on June S were Is:rael1. From the ship's 
location at t.liAt hour, however t it wctald appeu- pr®able tbat the air-­
c;rn.ft vere Israeli rs.the~ than Sgypt1aa, since Iar~l exerctse4 effective 
control of sdjaceut air e~sce on June S.. 2) Ia th* ah.seae\1 of ti~ 
mftTimces. ve caanet establish from the tfSDAO repoTt. wbc.ther the 
fl!eHGg~f! auditeii by the lAl official pertain to the 0050£ overflight, sa 
uo.repcrted prta-attack ewriltghty. t:ha att.i.clt 1erio-d er the post-iittack 
period. ~ the eoutut of these. fieSseges, ~"'ever~ tiley do oot ap90ar 
te be tbe helieoptcr-gyouo,d control ccmnnmicaticm~ available to us aa 
COmtiT •. 3) In six 9tra£ins n.ms ~ it op.pears remuka~le th.at nene of the 
l!ircrafc pilot.s idElntifiGd the ~uel as Amariean (ol' at lent non-nil.) .. 
4) The torpedo ho.lt attack 'ail$ mada &;>i1rodmately 20 W.nute& after the 
.air attack. '.rne t;;tn:face ettcck eonls ~ave be~n called off t~ that time 
had p~r_air ~de.ntificaticn been amGe# 4) . ~lbam c~.i>ers wre 
~le ui7 __ ~ .:_ ___ :·.identify an1!· t"ecord the hull nl,WlbcJr of one of the smell, 
fast 1110vi.n~ torpedo b<1ats durin.g th!!. tlio minute~ t:h&t elapsad 9etwaen 
their attack run mid the launchit'lg of the fin~ toirpe~ but the Israeli 
boa.t OOtliP8!ld..era appsrently fdled to it:le:'ttify the m~ 1ar.ge-c and. men 
e~ily ldentifiel>le ~!bart..I, (ll.Ql)O ~na, 453 feat l(lllg, large icentifi­
cation n~rs on hull).. 6) The !4!.£.'f~ eustdnud tba: air att4ck at 
12052 .:md the ~urface sttac:k at 122SZ. AccQrai~g to COMINT(i~teroepted 
by a US Ai-r Force St.at1cm). l'.srr;ieli groi;md -eor.trol statf.ons iu o:muct 
wits the belicoptera did. n9t -ascertain ~he Lib.£!!!. ts 1de-nti ty until 
1J02Z • some 58 ai-r.dlttfs -af tet' the int ti al (W}COOOter. 'this time lapse.,. 
taken in co~jUT.?.et!on ~ith ti~e nU?J.1arotis in~ervenint mies&ages iodicstins 
do®t e,,a th~ par:t of g:XOund eo-12~rol officer& as to the. natiocality of the 
ship, poiuts to an- ett1'aQTOina'fy-1a:<~icef-eonctu-n-on.__the part of the 
attac:ken lll!i to whether the taTgut "t'13$ hostile. Indeed, th-e int~rcepted 
td.r-grouad dialogua. 6-c.airiug between 1.231& and 1302Z s~ggests that 
Israeli goune controllers mgy have bes~u to he Gpprehensive abou~ tne 
poss1bU1 ty<•iS! a mis take.. The :rocalj.lp t "f wiaudi ted aiess ages e1 tiler from 
the attaclLiug aircraft o~ torpedo bo•ts could bave r6tsed this question 
6'.mlOn.g Israeli growd .controllers .ane led to th<! rattu.tr e:gtensf.ve di<iloi5-ue 
that we hs.ve S.:atarcapted eotteernin~ tha identification of t

1Nsewa£t cret1-
n11iux1bers". For eUS'lple, in oae in~tance a grou'&d ceutrol statioa enters 
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at l301ZI ~lf they spe.Gk Arahtc snd are Egyptians~ take the~ to al~Arisb. 
If ti!ey apeak ~..nglish &n4 ara not Egyptians~ ~ake them to Lydda [near 
Tel .Aviv J • n 
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