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1•1El·WHANDUM Jc,OR 'I'HE Rl~CPRD OF PHEJ.,IM:CNARY .INI1'0HMA.~1ION 

8ubject: The USS ·l~Illl!~H'PY (AO~l'R-5·) Struck b;f 'l'Ol'peclo_ 
I . 

J.. At 0Bo9J.l IDJ'l' .Tun.e~ USC:rNC!l!.iJR n.ot.:i.f~.ed 1~he NMCO l>y phone _ 
th<: ... t the ·usr, I .. T.BER'J.'Y war~ under 1:i.·L1:0.ck,, hr."'d beon h.tt .by o. t:o~J..h."!'-1" 

~rid war,; U.s"t.:i.ng to et;r.1.rho1"d. 'l'l'le sh:lp wae:~ opex·at.ir1g in tllc · 
;-.~~di tr?.rru.1'lr:~;;1.t1 8•:~1\ appro:x:.1.m .• "l.tely 60-rro m.1 J.os ca.at-nortlwo.st c,f 
Port Sa:i.cl. 

~~. Th~ 9rE1..l -report o.f the :1.nc:l.dent. was confirmed 'by a 
cm~~n:i~'.i'Hli'J..'J' merrnagc report:lng i;hey USS I .. IBEH.11.1Y ha.d been h:l t l'Y a 

· tC"Jrpeclo 011 the sta:r·box·d -sidE-1 s.t c.~80830 m.n~. Three UJl.:tdf.!nt.:f .. f.'Jecl 
gunbc10.t::> we1re reportec.l ·l;cJ be 9.)'>.l>l"OV.C~h:~TlB the vessel w:tth the 
us::: I,;i:m:~a'11Y J.:ls-ting hadly-. · 

3. At; oOJ 01:-3 EDT a J:'1.fJnt:a\3t1. from COMSIX'J'lili'JJr stL\tecr· the 
--:1.tt:-;.c:k force-a wore de.i:.~J.ared hoi:J·t:l.le. COMS1.X'rHFJ1l~ a.:t.so report~ed· 

tl·1r~· :follow;ing a.ct~:i.onn: The USS AMEHICA had been d.;1.rect.ed to 
-~J.:·. 1.;ni:!h f(lnr armed A-hs antl tho USS SAHl\.'l'OGA to launch four 
;.-J.s w:i:th. f..i.ghtct· cover· to de.fend I .. IBJm'l'Y. 1.rh~ piJ.oi;s Wf'.:re 
::::i.r~,··tc.1d to remain clear o.f' la,i:1d.. It' a.ddJ.tion.~. i'F-60 ·w~\s. ·· 
d:i.:·e·:::t•::::rl tr? proceed· tow~rd the scene. Aj.r re:ru.eling ta.nke1·s 
i·r·~re nl~50 o:rder<:Hl to J.auneh,, "the f:lrl-1t ai:r.cr.ar·t weri:? on the 
;;;c~ e~1e at ~pprox:i.ma·teJy 09J1.5 El)T. -· ._ · : 

4. A'I; oBJ.0~-5 l!m'l', a inessa.g~ wa~ recej.v·ed .t"rom ·the USDAO 11_1 
·'fol Av:lv sta.t~.r1g that .IsraeJ.i a.ircrc1.:f:'t anc.l motox· to1·ped9 bC1t=t.ts 
r..a~ erronoou.sl.y· a.tta.cked a ve[u.rnl in the Mt~di tel"ra.nean ·sec"'- a.t 
08C8_c;o EJYJ.', wh:l.~h was tl'ic,ug'ht to be a US Navy shj.I)• Israeli 
hc:.i~l')llters were concluct~i.ng l.•es<:ue opera.tJ.oris. The 'Iin·aeJ i 
,;o~,re.rrunr:mt sent abject apolog:tera and 2•equttsted i1'it'orma.t~L011 on 
-:>the1· US ahj_ps near the w·a.r zone. ·. 

5. Late .information discl.osos ten US killed ancl "f5 wouncled 
of whom 15 a:re in serJ.ous cor1cli tion • 

....... 
6. '1\.10 l1.eatroyers f'rom ·i;F'-60 ba.ve bee.n directed to proceed 

at .f\t.11 speed to the USS LIB:Ji:If.l~Y, now underwa.y·north on a. . · 
northwesterly cou.rse at R knots. 'l.ifle reru1ezvous is eatlmn.t~rl 
for 0001 EDT 9 June. 
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'"(. · LIDl~R'l'Y decl:lried th.e n.i 1 offe1~<:id by ~be Is1·~t:~l:l hc~1i

C 'J~:rf:;m:·.s_,; the statue of eva.cuat, Loll' of wowldcd is tmknown a.t 
· thi;;: ·~iJne .t hr>wr::ver, hel1corJta1· ';,vac·ua.tion :f.s. no·~ "feasible:.· 

.... 
· fJ. A l.a.te report reveals. that~ LIBimTY Wf:LS subject to six 

e..l rcrart· -:;t1·af;lng passes in a(\CJi tion to th("! attacks ·of the. eun
ho:'.1.ts .'C:i. ted :tn paragrapll 2,, above. 

D.: std.bti.tton: ----···-··---
W!II'l'E ·HOUSE (LDX) 
S'J.1A'11l...: ( TJDX) 
Si.!:CDEF 
DEP.SBGDEF 
o;:;D/GC 
o~;o/ISA 

OSD/PA 
·GJ":""lS" 
-:JJ" s 
s.rd~ 

J-30 
J-31 
... 1-32 
.j _;34 
.J -3 EUME DIV 
[5At"JSA 
J:·.;w:sD 
DDO 
f~J)O 

~IA (ISIC). 
i-;:~l\ REP 
DI.r\ RT~P 
C::ZA REP 
ARH? WAR. ROb.M 
U AV? FI.1AG l'LOT · 
llI!\ FORCE COMMAND POS'r ··· 
HA.~!NE CORl>S COMMAND CENTER. 
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