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1, rOLLOWING RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS POSED BY SECNAV: 
A. wAS SMOKE FROM FIRES ABOARD LIBERTY FOLLOWING 

AIR ATTACK HEAVY ENOUGH TO PRECLUDE !OENTl~lCAT!ON? 

YES, PARTlCULlRLY BY TORPEDO ~OATS APPROACHING • 
FROM STARBOARD QUARTER, SURFACE WINDS WERE 
~EGLtGIBLE SO ~ELATJVE WIND DUE PRIMARILY TO 
LJBE~TY'S SOA, SMOKE FROM BURNING MOTOR WHALE• 
30AT <STARBOARD WAIST) AND STACK (ABAFT ISLAND 
STRUCTURE) MUST ~AVE PROVIPED EF~~CTIVE SCREENING 
OF' HOLIDAY COLORS FLYING FROM PORT HALYARD, 

B. wHAT LIBERTY MOVEMENTS COULD HAVE BEEN 
CONSTRUED AS SUSPICIOUS? THE WEST~RLY MOVEMENT or 
THE SHIP IN THE G~NERAL DIRECTION OF UAR MAY HAVE 
REENro~ceo ELEMENTS Or DOUBT IN THE MINDS or 
ISRAEi.i !DlL.OTS WMO LOOKED THE SHIP OVER IN THE F'ORE• .(: • · 
!\JOON, "40WEVER, LIBERTY MADE NO SUSPICIOUS MOVE- : I ' 

~ENTS ?RIOR TO TME ATTACK, A~TER ATTACK BY AIRCRArT 
d 8 E RT y I N c RI~$ ED s p E E D T 0 A 8 0 u T 1 5 K T s I 
I MME 0 I AT El. Y:'.:t!i.OR· TO THE TORPEDO ATTACK L l BERTY 
; 0 C AL MAC M fitl1 U UN R 0 UN 0 S W E R E F I R E D l N THE 0 I REC T I 0 N 
Jr TME TORPEDO BOATS cITHER BY PERSON UNKNOWN OR 
BY coo~ orr rROM ~IRE IN THE VICINITY or T~E ArTER 
STARBOARD ~ACHINE GUN, 

C, DID L1BERTY ATTEMPT TO ANSWER SIGNALS FROM 
P•TROL BOATS PRIOR TO ATTACK? YES, PATROL BOAT 
StQN4LS WERE PARTIALLY OBLIT~RATED BY ;LAMES AND 
SMOK~ ~ROM BURNING MOTOR WHALEBOAT ABA~T STARBOARD 
Wl~G OF" 3RTDGE, PATROL BOAT SIGNALS COULD NOT BE 

·~HDERSTOOD BY LIBERTY WHO ATTEMPTED ESTABLISH 
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~AD 3EEN s~o~ A~AY. 
o, DID Ll~ERTY HAVE A~Y KNOWLEDGE or MEAVY 

3UN ~1RE FRO~ THE SEA AGAINST EL ARlSH? NO, PLUMES 
OF SMOKE I~ Vl~lNITY OF EL ARISH wERE VISIBLE PERIODICALLY 
rROH LIBERTY A~D. IN TALK TO CREW BEFORE SECURING 
rROM SURPRISE GENERA~ QUARTERS DR[LL ~OLLOWJNG 
~UNCM1 c.o. USED T~ES~ SIGHT!NGS AS EXAMPLE or 
tNTENSlTY or COMBAT ASHORE. NAVIGATOR USED MINARET 

S~T El· ARJSH ~0~ RADAR NAVIGATIONAL ~IX SO RADARMEN 
~REQUEN!L.V C~ECKEO THAT SECTOR OF HIS SCOPE, ALSO, 
1T A?PEARS TMAT ANY BOMdARDING SHIP OFF EL ARlSH 

.. wOULD MA\IE SEEN SIGHTED BY BRIDGE WATCH, 
.-.·~~·· E. DID L.'IBERTY HAVE: ANY OTHER SURFACE CONTACTS 
~~t ~N RADAR OR VISUALLY AT TIME or EITHER AIR OR TORPEDO 
;;;!\~>. '" T T ·a ~ K iu 0 '?! ~{~ • "'...,, • !~ ~ 

]f~t ~, DJO L.13ERTY RADAR JNl)JCATE ANY AIR COMBAT· 
-L~'.fPATR:)L O~ RECONNAISSANCE PATTERN? NO, LIBERTY 
t! ~AS. ~O AIR SEA~CH RADAR AN~ THE SURFACE SEARCH 
t~~f RAD A ~ · P I CKE 0 UP 0 NL Y 0 CC AS l 0 NA L RE T URNS r ROM l. 0 W 
~~tLYl~G DJSTA~T AIRCRAFT. U~IDENT!FIED AIRCRAFT WERE 
.. ,.,.$1GHTEO VISUALLY AS THEY ClRCLED LIBERTY AT 085081 

,a,~a ANO 11268·. ; 
i G, DID THE ISRAELIS ASl<I Al.USNA TEL. AVIV ANY TIME 

•
1
ffJ'.QR TO 8 JUNE IF U. S • SH~.P$ WERE IN TME AREA t NO, 
~- . SllECl,tCALLY QUERIED ALpSNA ON THIS POINT ON 
~· ·J·'N~ • ,.., \J - ., I 
' .. · ... 3 ! 

or PAGE 

2 

" ' ·f'" -\ ... f' l 
4'' , '"• , ·~ " 


